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SUPPLEMENTAL  BEPOBT 


JOINT   comjviittee; 


THE  CONDUCT  OP  THE  WAR. 


vor^u  MK  I. 


WASHINGTON: 

GOVERNMENT     PRINTING     OFFICE 
1866. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


In  the  Senate  op  the  United  States,  Jane  18,  1866. 

Besoived,  By  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Ecpresentatives  concurring-,)  that  there  he 
prinWd  for  the  use  of  tho  members  of  the  Thirty-nintJi  Congress,  the  repm-ts  of  Major 
Generals  W.  T.  Sherman,  George  H.  Thomas,  John  Pope,  J.  6.  Foster,  A,  Pleasanton. 
and  E.  A.  Hitcbcoek,  made  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  together 
with  such'  other  reports  as  may  be  received  by  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
Cong-iess,  the  same  number,  and  in  the  same  style,  as  were;  printed  of  the  reports  hecetoforH 
made  bj  said  committee. 

Attest!  J.  W.  FOENEY,  SecriUary. 


In  the  House  op  Ki;prbsentativbs  of  tiir  Untteb  States, 

June  W,  1866. 
Resolved,  That  the  House  concur  in  the  foregoing  resolution  ot  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  printing  of  the  reports  of  Major  Generals  Sherman,  Thomas,  Pope,  Foster,  Pleoaaotou, 
and  Hitchcock,  made  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  &c. 
Attest:  E.  Mi:PHEKSON,  Clerk. 
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KEPOBTS 


JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  WML 


MAJOR  GE?fEEAL  W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
MAJOR  GENERAL  GKORGE  H.  THOMAS 
MAJOR  GENERAL  JOHN  POPE, 
MAJOR  GENERAL  J.  S.  POSTER, 
MAJOE  6ENEEAL  A.  FLEASANTON, 
MAJOR  GENERAL  E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
MAJOR  GENERAL  P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 
BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JAMES  B.  RICKETT8, 
COMMUNICATION  OF  NORMAN  WIAED, 
MEMORIAL  OF  NOEMAN  WIARD. 
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lAJOE  6EIERAL  WILLIAM  T.  SHERMAN 


HOK.  COMMITTEE  ON'  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR. 


Committee  Room,  Co[^DueT  oi-  the  War, 

WashiTigton,  D.  C,  May  2S,  IS65. 

G-ENBFtAL:  The  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  have  found  it  im- 
possible to  take  testimony  heretofore  in  regard  to  the  many  importaat  campaigns 
iu  which  you  have  been  engaged  since  the  commencemeot  of  tae  rebellion. 

In  order  to  pla«e  npon  record  some  reliable  account  of  those  campaigns,  the 
committee  have  decided  that  the  best  way  was  to  submit  to  you  some  questions 
in  writing  which  are  hei-ewith  enclosed,  and,  request  you  to  prepare  answers  to 
them,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  chairman  at  any  time  prior  to  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  for  publication. 

The  committee  desire  that  you  will  make  yonr  statement  as  fall  and  detailed 
as  may  he  necessary  to  a  cieav  understanding  of  the  subject  of  inquiry  in  every 
respect,  and  for  that  purpose  they  would  like  to  have  you  snbmit  copies  of 
the  eaclose^nterrogatories,  with  such  others  as  may  suggest  themselves  to  you, 
to  those  of  ^ur  subordinates  in  any  campaign  whom  yon  may  deem  beet  quali- 
fied to  furnish  information ;  their  statements  to  be  forwarded  with  your  own, 
I  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 


Major  Genera!  W.  T.  SHiSRr 


B.  F.  WADE, 
ChaiTmati  of  Committee. 


„  No,  1.  Please  state  what  positions  yon  have  lield  and  what  commands  you 
have  exercised  since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  giving  the  periods 
during  which  those  commands  respectively  have  been  exercised  by  yon. 

No.  2.  Please  state  such  particulars  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  several  campaigns  in  which  you  Lave  been  engaged;  set- 
ting forth  the  orders  and  instructions  under  which  those  campaigns  were  con- 
ducted, and  the  principal  ordera  and  instructions  given  by  you,  with  such  inci- 
dents and  circumstances  as  you  consider  will  be  of  interest  to  the  public; 
appending  to  your  statement  copies  of  your  reports  and  those  of  your  principal 
■subordinates,  and  keeping  the  account  of  each  campaign  by  itself  as  far  as  con- 
venient. 
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No.  1.  On  tlie  first  diiy  of  June,  1861,  I  was  a  citiKcn  of  St.  Loiiis,  Mis- 
souri, residing  there  with  my  family,  and  engaged  in  business  as  president  of 
the  Fifth  street  milroad.  On  a  summons  from  my  brother,  John  Sherman,  I 
proceeded  to  the  city  of  Washington,  and,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  re- 
ceived from  the  Secretary  of  War,  Simon  Cameron,  an  appointment  as  coionel 
of  the  13th  regiment  United  States  regular  infantry,  reported  for  duty,  and  by 
Special  Orders  No.  105,  of  June  20,  1861,  was  assigned  to  duty  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  army,  Tjieutenant  General  Scott  commanding. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  waa  ordered  to  report  for  duty  to  Brigadier  General  Mc- 
Dowell, commanding  department  northeaet  Virginia,  and  by  Special  Order  JHo. 
16  from  those  headquarters  was  ordered  to  i-elieve  Colonel  D.  Hunter  in  com- 
mand of  Fort  Corcoran ;  felieved  him  same  day,  and  proceeded  to  prepare  th& 
troops  there  for  field  service. 

On  the  2ist  July,  commanded  a  brigade  iu  General  Tyler's  division 
at  the  battle  of  Bull  Kan,  official  report  of  which,  dated  July  25,  I8(il,  is  on 
file  in  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

About  the  middle  of  August,  1S61,  General  Robert  Anderson,  about  tji  be 
assigned  to  command  the  department  of  the  Oamberiand,  sent  for  me  to  meet 
him  at  Willard's  hotel,  when  he  notified  me  he  had  applied  for  myself.  Brigadier 
Generals  Thomas,  Bum  side,  and  Buell,to  act  under  him  in  his  new  command.  I 
then  expressed  to  him,  and  also  to  President  Lincoln,  tliat  T  did  not  wish  to  be 
placed  in  any  coaepicuous  position,  but  would  attempt  any  amount  of  work. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  receiyed  an  appointment  of  brigadier  genera]  of 
United  States  volunteers.  August  28, 1861,  was  relieved  of  command  at  Fort 
Corcoran  by  General  Fitz  John  Porter,  p«i-suant  to  Special  Order  No.  11,  Au- 
gust 28,  1861,  of  ilajor  General  McCiellan,  and  ordered  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
to  report  in  person  to  General  Robert  Anderson  ;  by  him  was  seut  on  a  tour  to- 
the  governors  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  to  confer  with  Major  General  I're- 
mont,  at  St.  Louis,  and  summoned  bacic  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  time  to  take 
command  of  a  detachment  of  volunteers  and  militia  sent  out  to  Muli^agh  Hill  to 
check  the  advance  of  the  rebel  army  on  Louisville;  remained  out  ui  command 
of  that  force  until  summoned  back  to  Louisville  to  be  placed  in  chief  command 
of  the  department,  by  reason  of  General  Anderson's  health  compelling  him  to 
return  east.  Earnestly  remonstrated  against  being  placed  in  chief  command, 
and,  considering  the  President  pledged  not  to  put  me  in  any  promiuent  com- 
mand, urged  it  with  earnestness,  and  was  relieved  pursuant  to  Special  Orders 
No.  305,  Adjutant  General's  office,  Washington,  D.  C,  November  13,  1861, 
and  ordered  to  report  to  Major  General  Halleck  for  duty  in  the  department  of 
Missouri.  Reported  at  8t.  Louis,  November  24,  1861,  and  by  Special  Order 
No.S  was  assigned  to  special  inspection  duty,  as  therein  defined;  and  subsequently, 
by  Special  Order  No.  87,  of  Deceiiber  S3,  1861,  put  in  command  of  the  post  of 
Benton  ban'acks.  Remained  there  in  command  unlij  Februaiy  17,  rS62,  when 
I  was  sent,  by  a  telegraphic  order  from  General  Halleck,  to  Paducah  to 
control  the  movement  of  supplies  and  troops  for  General  Grant,  then  operating 
up  the  Tennessee  river.  Remained  there  until  about  the  9th  of  March,  1862, 
■™en,  by  General  Halleck's  order,  I  made  up  a  division  of  twelve  (12)  new 
regiments,  just  arrived,  with  which  to  lake  the  field. 

March  10,  1862,  moved  in  transports  up  the  Tennessee  river,  and  repotted 
for  duty  to  Major  General  C.  F.  Smith,  at  Savannah,  Tennessee;  was  sent  up 
the  Tennessee  to  break  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad  at  or  near  Burns- 
ville,  Mississippi.  Failed,  by  reason  of  the  high  water,  and,  by  verbal  order 
of  Major  Genei-a!  Smith,  still  in  command  at  Savannah,  Tennessee,  landed  at 
Pittsburg  Landing,  March  16,  1862.     Marched  out  to  Monterey,  ten  (10)  miles> 
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and,  by  ordere,  drew  back  and  made  camp  at  ShiloL  meeting-house.  Eeinaiaed 
there,  drilling  and  oi^niaing,  and,  April  6  and  7,  18G2,  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  ShJloli,  nnder  command. of  Major  G-eneral  TJ.  S.  Grrant,  and  al'tei-warda  moved 
on  Ooriath,  Mississippi,  with  the  grand  army  commanded  by  Major  General  H. 
W.  Halleck,  (April  29,  1862.) 

May  1,  1862,  promoted  to  major  genera!  of  United  States  volunteers. 

May  30, 1862,  entered  Coi-inth,  and,  by  order  of  Major  General  Halleck,  moved 
ray  own  and  Major  Genei'al  Hnrlbwt's  division  to  ChewaHa,  Mississippi,  thence 
along  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  raih-oad,  repairing  it,  until  July  31,  1862, 
we  entered  Memphis,  Tennessee ;  assumed  command  and  remained  there  until 
September  24,  1862,  when,  by  Major  General  Grant's  Order  No.  83,  took  com- 
mand of  the  iirst  district  of  West  Temiessee. 

November  25,  1862,  pursuant  to  orders  of  General  Grant,  moved  out  of  Mem- 
pliis,  for  Tchulahoma,  to  report  to  him  at  Holly  Springs,  to  attack  and  drive 
the  enemy,  then  in  force  along  the  line  of  Tallahatchie  river  ;  December  3, 1862, 
crossed  the  Tallahatchie  at  Wyatt's,  and  December  ,5,  1802,  met  General  Grant 
at.  Oxford,  Mississippi.  By  his  order,  returaed  to  Memphis,  Teaneasee,  Decem- 
ber 13,  1862,  leaving  all  my  command  but  one  division.  Organized  out  of  the 
new  troops  there  and  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  a  special  command,  to  move  by 
water,  and  by  a  sudden  coup  de  main  carry  Vickaburg,  Embarked  December 
20,  1862,  and  from  December  25,  1862,  to  January  1,  1863,  made  repeated 
attacks  on  the  blu£fs  between  Vic^burg  and  Haines's  Bluff,  but  failed.  January 
4,  1863,  was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  expedition  by  Major  General  John 
A.  McClernand,  and  assumed  command  of  the  15th  army  corps,  January 
13,  1863,  then  first  organized  out  of  the  troops  with  me,  in  compliance  with 
General  Orders,  No,  210,  War  Department,  Had  taken  part  under  General  Me- 
Clemand  in  the  capture  of  Arkansas  Post,  January  11,  1863,  and  returned  with 
that  expedition,  January  22,  1863,  to  Young's  Point,  Louisiana,  opposite  the  city 
of  Vicksburg,  whei-e,  soon  after.  General  Grant  assumed  immediate  command  of 
the  entire  army  operating  against  that  place.  Was  in  command  of  the  IStb. 
army  corps  during  all  the  operations  against  Jackson  and  Vicksburg. 

Vickeburg  was  aurrendered  to  Greoera!  Grant  July  4,  1863,  and  the  same  day 
I  was  ordered  to  push  back  Joe  Johnston's  rebel  army,  that  was  near  ua  for 
the  purpose  of  relieving  the  garrison  of  Vickahnrg;  drove  him  into  Jackson, 
and  beyond,  and  by  General  Grant's  orders  dropped  hack  to  the  Big  Black, 
and  went  into  camp  for  the  summer  months.  July  4, 1863,  appointed  brigadier 
general  in  the  regular  army.  September  22,  1S63,  in  camp  on  Big  Black, 
received  orders  fi.-om  General  Grant  to  send  one  of  my  divisions  to  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  thence  to  go  east,  to  the  assistance  of  General  Kosecrana ;  next 
day  received  orders,  in  person,  to  go  myself  with  the  15th  corps,  and  such 
of  the  16th  corps  about  Memphis  as  could  be  spared ;  left  Memphis  October 
11,  1863;  en  route,  at  luka,  Mississippi,  October  24,  1863,  received  orders 
assigning  me  the  command  of  the  department  and  army  of  the  Tennessee ; 
reached  Chattanooga  November  15,  1863,  in  advance  of  my  troops  ;  conferred 
with  General  Gi-ant,  got  his  orders,  and  returned  to  Bridgepoit,  Alabama,  to 
meet  my  command.  November  17,  conducted  them  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the 
points  assigned  me,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  November 
24  and  25,  1863,  and  pursned  the  retreating  enemy  to  Greyvilie,  Georgia,  and 
sent  a  detachment  to  Ked  Olay,  Georgia,  between  Dalton  and  Cleveland,  to 
break  the  railroad,  November  28,  1863,  at  Greyville,  Georgia,  General  Grant 
consented  that  I  might  conduct  my  command  up  to  the  Hiawassa  river  for  forage, 
and  afterwards,  December  1,  he  sent  me  orders  to  assume  command  of  ail  troops 
moving  north,  and  hasten  to  Knoxville  to  relieve  General  Bumside,  then  hard 
pressed  by  the  rebel  General]  ingstreet.  Moved  rapidly,  and  entered  Knoxville 
l)ecember  6,  1863 ;  gavo  General  Burnside  the  re-enforcements  he  needed,  and 
returned  by  easy  niarcbes  to  Chattanooga  and  Bridgeport,  where,  on  December 
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19,  I  put  in  motion  my  corps  (the  15tli)  for  their  winter  eampe  along  the 
railroad  from  Stevenson  to  Decatur,  Alabama,  aud  in  pereon  proceeded  to  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  where  Genera!  Grant  had  made  his  headquarters.  Thence, 
with  his  consent,  proceeded  via  Oaii-o  to  Memphie  and  Vickahurg  to  inspect  that 
part  of  my  depaitment,  and  to  drive  tlie  enemy  back  and  out  of  Mississippi. 

February  4,  1864,having  collected  at  Vicksbiirg  the  necessary  forces,  marched 
to  Jackson  the  6th  and  Meridian  14th  February,  destroyed  all  the  railroads 
thereabouts,  and  drove  the  enemy's  infantry  beyond  the  Tombigbee  river ;  re- 
mained at  Meridian  until  Februaiy  20,  aud  returned  to  Vicksbarg,  reaching 
tliere  February  28 ;  and  to  assist  Major  General  Banks  in  a  similar  move  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  I  hastened  to  him  at  New  Orleans  for  conference,  and  left 
bim  March  3,  1864,  with  the  promise  to  put  ten  thousand  (10,000)  infantry 
for  bim  at  Alexandria,  Louisiana,  March  17.     This  was  done. 

I  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Memphis,  where  Ireceived  General  Grant's  let- 
ters of  March  4,  1864,  calling  me  to  Nashvilie,  notifying  me  that  he  had 
been  nominated  Lieutenant  General  of  tbe  armies  of  tlie  Unifed  States,  which 
would  take  him  east,  and  that  bo  designed  to  devolve  on  me  the  command  of 
the  militaiy  division  of  the  Mississippi,  Reached  Nashville  Siarch  17,  1864, 
and  next  day  assumed  command  of  tbo  militaiy  division  of  the  Mississippi,  of 
which  I  have  bad  command,  with  changed  bonadaries,  ever  since. 

August  13,  1864,  before  Atlanta,  Georgia,  received  notice  of  appointment 
as  major  general  in  the  regular  army  on  that  day,  my  present  commission. 

Of  all  tbe  above  events  the  most  minuteofficial  details  have  been  given  and  are 
now  oo  file  in  tbe  Adjutant  General's  office,  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
and  are  too  volumioous  to  repeat;  but  the  campaign  of  Atlanta,  Savannah,  and 
the  Carolinas  having  proven  so  conclusive,  I  hereto  subjoin  complete  details, 
composed  mostly  of  the  coiTespondence  betweeji  myself,  tbe  Secretary  of  War, 
General  Halleck,  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  and  my  subordinate  commanders, 
which  will  form  rather  tlie  crude  material  for  history  than  history  itfielf. 

Answer  No.  2.  To  give  all  the  orders  made  and  all  the  details  of  events 
prior  to  the  Atlanta  campaign  would  be  more  voluminous  than  tbe  committee 
can  possibly  expect,  and  I  venture  to  confine  myself  purely  to  matters  illustra- 
tive of  the  campaigns  where  I  was  in  chief  command.  In  pursuance  of  which, 
I  send  a  printed  copy  of  my  ordere  since  assuming  command  of  the  military 
division  of  the  Mississippi,  and  tbe  compilation  of  letters  and  instructions 
during  tbe  same  period.  ')'o  give  matter  illustrative  of  other  times  when  I  was 
not  in  chief  command,  would  doubtless  confuse  ratbm  than  throw  light  on  those 
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Vicksburg,  March  i,  lg64. 

General  :  By  an  order  this  day  issued  you  are  to  command  a  strong  well 
appointed  detachment  of  tbe  array  of  the  Tennessee  sent  to  reinforce  a  move- 
ment agamst  the  Red  river  line,  but  more  especially  the  fortified  positions  of 
Shrevepoit 

Yon  will  embark  your  command  as  soon  as  possible,  but  little  encumbered 
with  wagons  oi  wbetlod  vehicles,  but  well  supplied  with  fuel,  provisions  and 
ammunition  Take  with  yon  the  twelve  (13)  mortars  with  their  ammunition  and 
all  tbe  thirty  i^  "0)  pounder  Parrots  the  ordnance  officer  will  supply.  Proceed  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Eed  river  and  confer  with  Admiral  Porter ;  confer  with  him, 
and  in  all  the  expedition  rely  on  him  implicitly,  as  he  is  the  approved  friend  of 
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the  army  of  tLe  Tennessee,  and  has  been  aasodiated  with  ua  from  the  beginning. 
I  have  undertaken  with  Genei-al  Banks  that  jun  will  be  at  Alexandria, 
Louisiana,  on  or  before  the  17th  day  of  March,  and  you  will,  if  time  allows, 
co-operate  with  the  navy  in  destroying  Harrisonburg,  up  Black  river,  or  the 
Washita ;  but  as  I  passed  Bed  river  yesterday  I  saw' Admiral  Porter,  and  he 
told  me  he  had  already  sent  an  expedition  to  Harrisonburg,  so  that  I  suppose 
that  part  of  the  plan  will  be  accomplished  before  you  reach  Red  river,  but  in 
any  event  be  careful  to  reach  Alexandria  about  tlio  IVth  of  March. 

General  Banks  will  stai-t  by  land  from  Franklin,  in  the  Teche  country,  either 
the  fifth  or  seventh,  and  will  march  via  Opeloagaa  to  Alexandria.  You  will 
meet  him  there,  report  to  him,  and  act  undei'  his  orders.  My  understanding 
with  him  is,  his  forces  will  stOl  move  by  land  ma  Natchitoches,  &c.,  to  Shreveport, 
whilst  the  giinhoat  fleet  is  to  ascend  the  river  with  yoar  transports  in  company. 
Wow  Red  river  is  very  low  for  the  season,  and  I  doubt  if  the  boats  can  pass 
the  falls  or  rapids  at  Alexandria.  What  General  Banks  proposes  to  do  ia  that 
e?ent  I  do  not  know,  but  my  own  judgment  is  that  Shreveport  ought  not  to  be 
attacked  until  the  gunboats  can  reach  it.  Not  that  a  force  marching  by  Jand 
cannot  do  it  alone,  but  it  would  be  bad  economy  in  war  to  invest  the  place 
with  an  army  so  far  from  heavy  guns,  mortars,  ammunition  and  provisions, 
which  can  alone  I'each  Shreveport  by  water. 

Still  I  do  not  know  about  General  Banks's  plans  in  that  event ;  but  whatever 
they  may  be,  your  duty  will  be  to  conform  in  the  most  hearty  manner. 

My  understanding  with  General  Banks  is  that  he  will  not  need  the  co-operation 
of  your  force  beyond  thirty  days  from  the  date  yon  reach  Eed  river.  As  soon 
as  he  has  taken  Shreveport,  or  as  soon  as  he  can  spare  you,  you  will  return  to 
Vicksburg  with  all  despatch,  gather  up  your  detachments,  wagons,  tents,  trans- 
portation, and  all  property  pertaining  to  so  much  of  the  command  as  belongs 
to  the  16th  army  corps,  and  coiidnct  it  to  Memphis,  where  orders  will  await  you. 
My  present  belief  is,  yoar  division  entire  will  be  needed  i-onnd  with  the  army 
of  the  Tennessee  about  Hnntsvilie  or  Bridgeport;  still  I  will  have  orders  with 
General  Hurlbut  at  Memphis  for  you  on  your  return. 

I  believe  if  water  will  enable  the  gunboats  to  cross  the  rapids  at  Alexandria, 
you  will  be  able  to  make  a  quick,  strong  and  effective  blow  at  our  enemy  on  the 
west,  thus  widening  the  belt  of  ouv  territory  and  making  the  breach  between  the 
confederate  government  and  its  outlying  trans -Mississippi  department  more 
perfect. 

It  is  understood  that  General  Steele  makes  a  simultaneous  move  from  Little 
Rock  on  Shreveport  or  Natchitoches  with  a  force  of  about  10,000  men.  Banks 
will  have  seventeen  thousand  (17,000)  and  you  ten  thousand  (10,000.)  If  these 
can  act  concentrically  and  simultaneously,  you  will  make  short  work  of  it,  and 
then  General  Banks  will  have  enough  force  to  hold  as  much  of  the  Eed  river  as 
he  deems  ivise,  leaving  you  to  bring  to  General  Grant's  main  army  the  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  (7,500)  men  of  the  16th  corps. 

Having  faith  in  your  sound  judgment  and  experience,  I  confide  this  important 
anddelicate  command  to  you,  with  certainty  that  you  willharmouize  perfectly  with 
Admiral  Porter  and  General  Banks,  with  whom  you  are  to  act,  and  thereby 
insure  success. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General,  GomTnanding. 

Brigadier  G«neral  A.  J.  Smith, 

Commanding  Expedition,  up  Red  river,  Vicksburg,  JUV**. 
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HEADaUAKTERS  DePARTMBST  OF  THE   TENNESSEE, 

Vklishurg,  March  6,  1864. 
Sir  :  By  my  order  of  to-day  it  ia  provided  tliat  your  present  command  be 
moved  by  water  to  Cairo,  thence  up  the  Tennessee  river  to  some  convenient 
point,  and  thence  by  land  to  join  General  Dodge's  command,  near  Athens,  Ten- 

To  enable  you  to  fulfil  these  orders  you  can  take  passage  by  regiments  and 
detachments  in  steamers  bound  up  the  Mississippi  and  disembark  at  Cairo. 
There  the  cLuartermasterwillbeiastructed  to  cliartera  sufficient  number  of  boats 
to  carry  your  command  at  one  trip  up  the  Tennessee  river,  and  in  selecting  boats 
he  will  be  governed  by  the  stage  of  water  ia  the  Tennessee. 

If  the  stage  of  water  be  low  you  -will  disembark  your  command  at  Savannah 
and  marcli  for  Pulaski,  and  report  in  advance  by  coorier  to  General  Dodge ;  but 
should  there  be  a  good  stage  of  water,  and  should  Colbert  shoals  be  passable, 
you  may  proceed  up  to  Florence  and  disembark  there;  but  if  there  be  the  least 
doubt  on  this  subject  it  will  be  better  to  land  at  Savannah,  or  Waterloo,  oppo- 
site Eaatport.  Draw  your  supplies  at  Cairo,  and  so  calculate  the  quantity  that 
your  wagons  will  be  able  to  haul  everything  belonging  to  you  from  the  point 
of  disembarkation  to  Pulaski  and  Athens, 

Report  by  telegraph  and  mail  your  progress  to  my  headquarters  at  Hunts-, 
ville,  Alabama. 

On  arrival  at  your  destination  you  will  assume  command  of  your  entire  divi- 
sion, subject  to  the  command  of  General  Dodge,  till  the  corps  headquarters  are 
removed  from  Memphis  to  that  army  in  the  fiSd. 

Impress  on  your  colonels  and  subordinate  officers  the  importance  of  preserv- 
ing good  discipline,  cleanliness  and  a  soldierly  appearance  on  board  the  boats  at 
Cairo,  or  wherever  the  command  may  be. 

Leave  no  men  behind,  but  reduce  your  camp  and  garrison  equipage  to  the 
smallest,  aa  the  weather  is  now  moderate  and  winter  is  past. 
I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General,  Commanding 

Edgadier  General  J.  0.  Veatcii, 

Commanding  i/7i,  Division,  l&lh  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Te\messbe, 

VicJisburg,  Mississippi,  March  7,  1864. 

Dear  An.MiKAL  :  I  received  last  night  the  despatches,  and  was  delighted  at 
the  result.  Taking  the  guns  at  Ti-inity,  the  bui-uing  at  Hairisonburg,  and  gen- 
eral driving  away  the  force  there,  gives  you  the  initiative,  and  if  you  only  had 
water  enough  you  could  alone  follow  it  up  to  Shreveport.  But  in  a  clay  or  two 
I  will  have  with  you  General  A.  J.  Smith,  with  ten  thousand  good  infantry, 
which  can  land  and  act  in  concert  with  you. 

The  lowness  of  water  in  the  Mississippi  and  Red  rivers  is  most  extraordinary, 
and  will  embarrass  us  ;  but  at  all  hazards,  and  at  whatever  cost,  we  should  meet 
General  Banks  at  Alexandria  on  the  17th  instant.  I  will  instruct  my  quarter- 
master to  use  small  boats  as  far  as  possible,  and  suggest  that  you  put  some  of 
your  light  iron-elads  up  as  far  as  Alexandria  anyhow,  and  wait  there  for  a  rise. 
General  Banks  will  move  so  as  to  turn  the  position  at  De  Eussey,  so  that  a  mere 
display  of  force  on  its  water  front  will,  connected  with  the  movement  of  our 
troops  on  land,  lead  to  an  evacuation  of  the  fort,  and,  it  may  be,  theaurrender  of 
its  armament  and  garrison.  At  all  events,  I  think  we  should  not  let  General 
Banks  arrive  at  Alexandria  without  finding  our  Red  river  party  there.     You 
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have  bounced  them  from  the  Washita,  and,  conjointly  with  my  infaiitiy,  which 
will  join  yon  in  a  day  or  two,  can  also  open  up  the  Red  liver  as  far  aa  Alexan- 
dria. Beyond  that  point,  I  agx-ee  with  yoii.  and  authorize  you  to  use  my  name 
with  General  Banks,  that  a  farther  move  ought  nut  to  be  attempted  above  Al- 
exandria, nnless  the  Red  river  admits  the  navigation  by  j'our  first-class  iron- 
clads and  lai^e  transports,  viz :  seven  ( 7)  feet  water  on  the  "  rapids"  of 
Alexandria. 

I  must  hurry  around  to  my  command  in  the  field  at  Hantsville,  bat  send  A. 
J.  Smith  to  co-operate  with  youin  Red  river  and  leave  G-eneral  McPherson  here  on 
the  Mississippi.     With  these  I  know  you  will  take  pleasure  in  conferring  and 
co-operating  harmoniously. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Mttjo7-  Gciierai,  Commanding  DejiartmcvA. 
Admiral  D,  1).  Portrk, 

Commanding  MUsisiyipi  Squadron,  Red  liii:cr. 


Hradql'aeters  Depaktment  of  thg  Temvessek, 

Vickshurg,  Mississippi,  Marc/i  7,  1S64. 
G-ii,\iiKAL  ;  I  think  it  important  I  should  hasten  somewhat  t-o  my  command 
at  Huntsville,  Alabama;  I  am  therefore  compelled  again  to  leave  you  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  most  important  comitand,  but  assure  you  I  do  so  with  absolute 
confidence.     You  may  rely  on  my  cordial  support  at  all  times. 

You  know  the  plans  and  purposes  of  your  superiors  for  some  months  to  come, 
but,  to  be  more  certain,  I  will  repeat  their  leading  points.  Theriver  Mississippi 
must  be  held  sacred,  and  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  make  a  lodgement  any- 
where on  its  banks  must  be  prevented  by  any  and  all  means.  Also  its  peace- 
ful navigation  must  be  assured  ;  any  firing  on  boats  or  molestation  of  them  when 
engaged  in  a  legitimate  and  licensed  traffic  should  be  punished  with  terrible 
severity.  I  believe  that  our  expedition,  in  whicb  we  destroyed  absolutely  the 
Southern  railroad  and  the  Mobile  and  Ohio,  at  and  arouud  Meridian,  will  pre- 
vent the  enemy  approaching  the  river  with  any  infantry  or  heavy  artillery,  but 
he  will,  of  course,  reoccupy  Mississippi  with  his  maraudiog  cavalry,  that  can  in 
no  wise  influence  the  course  of  the  grand  wai'.  I  would  heed  this  cavalry  bat 
little  ;  still  it  may  unite  and  threaten  Memphis,  in  which  event  I  want  you  to  act 
promptly,  by  embarking  as  heavy  a  force  as  you  can  spare  to  ascend  the  Tasioo 
as  far  as  Greenwood  or  Sidon,  and  strike  at  Grenada.  This  would  take  Forrest 
in  the  rear,  and  compel  him  to  fall  back  on  Pontotoc,  I  cannot  believe  cav- 
alry will  ever  trouble  yoa  at  or  near  Vicksburg,  but  may  attempt  to  reach  the 
river  at  some  point  above  or  below.  An  expedition  up  the  Yaaoo  is  the  remedy 
for  the  river'above;  and  if  we  conld  garrison  Harrisonburg  and  operate  up 
Washita  and  Tensas,  it  would  have  a  similar  effect  on  that  side ;  but  this  is 
not  in  our  command,  and  we  have  not  the  force  to  spare. 

Eneonrage  by  all  means  the  packet  and  throngh  trade  on  the  river  as  auxiliary 
to  its  defence,  and  also  encourage  trade  with  the  interior  not  contraband  of  war. 
Biich  trade  will  keep  the  people  dependent  on  the  luxuries  and  conveniences 
of  life,  and  to  that  extent  shake  their  love  for  the  impovei'ished  rebel  concern. 
Let  the  treasury  agents  manage  this  trade,  and  keep  your  officers  aloof  from  all 
interest  in  it.  I  think  the  attempt  to  cultivate  plantations  premature,  and  all 
the  protection  we  can  promise  is  to  buy  their  corn,  facilitate  their  supplies,  and 
give  incidental  protection  ;  we  cannot  try  to  guaru  ',heir  estates. 

The  Red  river  expedition  is  designed  to  last  but  thirty  days.  Manage  your 
veterans  as  to  furlough  sj  that  this  detachment  of  yours  may  return  before  all 
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the  veterans  are  spared.  Nearly  the  wliole  of  General  Hurlbut'a  corps  will  be 
needed  over  on  the  Tennessee  river,  so  that,  in  fact,  yonr  corps  will  have  to  look 
to  the  whole  river. 

The  gunhoats  and  General  EUett's  fleet  can  do  all  ordinary  patrolling,  and 
yon  will  only  be  called  on  when  the  enemy  attempts  some  more  extended  oper- 
ation than  he  has  hitherto  done.  Make  the  regular  reports  to  my  headquarters, 
and  when  you  have  no  special  instn-ictions,  act  with  the  full  confidence  of  a  sep- 
arate commander.  I  know  you  want  to  he  in  the  field,  and  I  will  Mcomplish  it 
if  possible,  b\it  this  command  is  of  vital  importance  to  our  cause. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  McPhesson, 

Commanding  District  of  Vlchshierg. 


HKADyUAHTERS  DeI'ARTMR.NT  OF  T[iE  TeNIVB^SER, 

En  route  for  Memphis,  March  8,  1864. 

General:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  at  the  hands  of  General  Butterfield, 
General  Grant's  letter  of  Febi-uary  18.  I  bad  returned  from  Meridian  by  the 
time  I  bad  appointed;  but  the  condition  of  facta  concerning  the  Red  river  expe- 
dition being  indefinite,  I  took  one  of  the  marine  boats,  the  Diana,  and  went  down 
to  New  Orleans  to  confer  with  General  Banks.  En  route  I  saw  the  adtoiral, 
and  learned  he  was  ready,  and  a  large  and  effective  gunboat  fleet  would  be  at 
the  month  of  Red  river  for  action  March  5.  At  New  Orleans  I  received  the 
genei-al's  (Grant's)  letter,  with  encloBures,  and  was  governed  by  it  in  my  inter- 
view with  General  Banks. 

General  Banks  is  to  command  in  person,  taking  with  him  seventeen  thousand 
(17,000)  of  his  chosen  troops,  to  move  by  land  from  the  end  of  the  Opelousas 
railroad,  via  Franklin,  Opelousas,  and  Alexandria ;  Steele  is  to  move  from  Little 
Eock  on  Natchitoches ;  and  he  (Banks)  asked  of  me  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men 
in  boats  to  ascend  Red  river,  meeting  him  at  Alexandria  the  17th  of  March.  I 
enclose  copies  of  Genera!  Banks's  letter  to  me,  and  my  answer,  which  are  clear 
and  specific. 

I  have  made  up  a  command  of  t«n  thousand  (10,000)  men — seven  tboiisand 
five  hundred  (7,500)  of  Hurlbut  and  two  thousand  live  hundred  (2,500)  of  Mc- 
Pherson.  General  A.  S.  Smith  goes  in  command  of  the  whole,  and  will  be  at 
the  month  of  Red  river  by  the  10th.  and  at  Alexandria  on  the  17th.  These  ten 
thousand  (10,000)  men  are  not  to  be  gone  over  thirty  (30)  days,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  General  McPberiion'a  quota  will  return  to  Vicksburg,'  and 
General  Hurlbut'a  come  to  Memphis,  whence,  if  all  things  remain  as  now,  I  can 
bring  them  rapidly  around  to  Savannah,  Tennessee,  and  so  on  to  my  right  flank, 
near  Huntsville.     I  think  this  will  result  as  soon  as  the  furlonghed  men  get  back . 

Inasmuch  as  General  Banks  goes  in  person,  I  eould  not  with  delicacy  propose 
that  I  should  command ;  and  the  scene  of  operations  lying  wholly  in  his  depart- 
ment, I  deem  it  wisest  to  send  General  A.  J,  Smith,  and  to  return  to  Huntsville 
in  time  to  put  my  army  in  the  field  in  shape  for  the  coming  spring  campaign. 

I  have  ordered  five  regiments,  under  Genera!  Veatch,  to  join  General  Dodge 
at  once,  and  I  feel  sure  I  can  safely  draw  General  A.  J.  Smith's  division,  of  full 
five  thousand  men,  to  the  same  point  in  April. 

General  McPherson  and  General  Hurlbut  are  both  insfcructed  to  furlough  their 
veterans  at  once,  and  many  regiments  are  already  off.  I  have  inspected  Natchez 
and  Vicksburg,  and  feel  sure  tbey  can  now  be  held  safe  with  comparatively 
small  garrisons,  and  the  river  is  patrolled  by  gnnboata  and  the  marine  brigade. 
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I  will  iiiepect  Memphis,  and  in  z  few  days  will  hasten  to  Huiitavilio  to  put 
myself  in  command  of  my  troops  in  that  quarter,  aod  will  be  ready  for  work  at 
onee,  aa  I  am  in  no  manner  fatigned.  Indeed,  the  men  I  took  with  me  to  Me- 
ridian are  better  fitted  for  war  now  than  before  we  started. 

I  send  by  Genera!  Butterfield  my  official  report,  with  copies  of  orders,  letters, 
&c.,  giving  you  fuil  iaformation  of  all  mattei-s  up  to  date. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Gummandifig. 
Brig.  Geo.  John  A,  Rawi.l\s, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  General  GranU  Naskvilh,  Tt-n 


HbAOUUARTERS  MiLiTAGY  DiVlSiON  01^  THE  MlSSISSlPPF, 

Nashville,  February  18,  1865, 

Enclosed  I  seed  you  copy  of  despatches  between  Genera!  Haileck  and  my- 
self relative  to  a  movement  up  Red  river  on.  your  return  from  your  present 
expedition.  Whilst  I  look  upon  such  an  expedition  as  is  proposed  aa  of  the 
greatest  importance,  I  regret  that  aay  force  has  to  he  taken  from  east  of  the 
Mississippi  for  it.  Your  troops  will  want  jest  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  for 
a  spring  campaign,  and  all  the  veterans  should  be  got  off  on  furlough  at  the  veiy 
earliest  moment.  This  latter  T  would  direct,  even  if  you  have  to  spare  troops 
to  go  up  Ked  river. 

Unless  you  go  in  command  of  the  proposed  expedition,  I  fear  any  troops  you 
may  send  with  it  will  be  entirely  lost  from  further  service  in  this  command. 
This,  however,  is  not  the  i-eason  for  my  suggestion  that  you  be  sent.  Your 
acqnaintance  with  the  country,  and  otherwise  fitness,  were  the  reasons. 

I  can  give  no  positive  orders  that  you  send  no  troops  up  Red  river,  but  what 
I  do  want  is  their  speedy  return  if  they  do  go,  and  that  the  minimum  uiimber 
necessary  be  sent.  I  have  never  heard  a  worfi  from  Steele  since  his  depaj-tmeut 
has  be«n  placed  in  the  military  division.  Do  not  know  what  he  proposes  nor 
the  means  he  has  for  executing.  The  time  necessary  for  communicating  be- 
tween here  and  Vickahurg  being  so  gi-eat,  you  will  have  to  act  in  this  matter 
according  to  your  own  judgment,  simply  knowing  my  views. 

I  send  this  by  special  messenger,  who  will  await  your  retui'u  to  Vickahurg, 
and  who  will  bear  any  letters  you  may  have  for  me. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Major  General. 

Major  General  W.  T.  SHEttMA.\, 

Commanding  Expedition  against  Meridian. 


HGADaUAHTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TENNESSEE, 

Steamer  Diana,  (nnder  way,}  March  4,  1864, 

General:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  yesterday 
at  New  Orleans,  but  was  unable  to  answer  except  verbally,  and  I  now  reduce 
it  to  writing. 

I  will  arrive  at  Vicksburg  the  6th  instant,  and  I  expect  to  meet  there  my 
command  from  Canton,  out  of  which  I  will  select  two  divisions  of  about  ten 
thousand  (10,000)  men,  embark  them  uader  a  good  commander,  and  order  him — 

1.  To  rendezvous  at  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  and,  in  concert  with  Admiral 
Porter,  (if  he  agree,)  to  strike  HaTriaonhnrg  a  hard  blow. 

3.  To  return  tJD  Red  river  and  ascend  it,  mming  to  roath  Alexandria  on  the 
17th  of  March  to  report  to  you. 
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3.  That  tlib  commaDd,  designed  to  operate  by  water,  will  not  be  encumbered 
with  much  land  transportation — say  two  wagoHS  to  a  regiment,  but  with  an 
ample  supply  of  atorea,  incltidiog  mortars  and  heavy  rifled  guna  to  be  nsed 
against  fortified  places. 

4.  That  I  calculate,  and  so  have  reported  to  General  Grant,  that  this  detach- 
ment of  his  forces  is  in  no  event  to  gp  beyond  Shreveport,  and  that  yon  spare 
them  the  moment  yon  can,  trying  to  get  them  back  to  the  Mississippi  in  thirty 
days  from  the  time  they  actually  enter  Eed  river. 

The  year  is  wearing  away  fast,  and  I  would  like  to  carty  to  General  Grant 
at  Hnntsville,  Alabama,  every  man  of  his  military  division  as  early  in  April  as 
possible,  as  I  am  snre  we  ought  to  move  from  the  base  of  the  Tennessee  river 
to  the  south  before  the  season  is  too  far  advanced — say  April  15  next. 

I  fee!  certam  of  your  complete  saecess,  pi-ovided  you  make  the  concentratioa 
iu  time,  to  assure  which  I  will  see  in  person  to  the  embarcation  and  despatch 
of  my  quota,  and  I  will  write  to  Geneva!  Steele  conveying  to  him  my  personal 
and  professional  opinion  that  the  present  opportunity  is  the  most  perfect  one 
that  will  ever  offer  itself  to  him  to  clean  out  his  enemies. 

Wishing  yow  all  honor  and  success,  I  am,'with  respect,  your  friend  and  ser- 
vant. 


■Xajor  General  K.  P.  Bakks, 
Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  Neu 


.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headi^uarters  Dri'artmbkt  of  the  Tennesseis, 

Vickshiirg,  March  6,  1864. 

Gekebal  :  I  am  just  arrived,  iiy  troops  are  all  in,  and  I  shall  embark  ten 
thousand  (10,000}  men  for  fied  river  to-morrow  and  next  day. 

General  Banks  will  surely  march  from  Franklin  on  Opelouaas,  reaching  Al- 
exandria by  the  17th  instant.  My  force  will  meet  him  there  at  that  date.  He 
expects  you  to  co-operate  from  Little  Rock,  and  you  certainly  will  never  again 
have  60  good  a  chance  to  clear  yom-  front  as  now.  Besides,  your  forces  are 
deemed  an  essential  part  of  the  programme.  Mine  ought  to  hasten  round  to 
General  Grant  at  once,  and  I  ouly  can  spare  them  for  thirty  (30)  days.  I  saw 
Captain  Dunham  on  his  way  down,  and  read  your  letter  to  him,  and  must  con- 
fess I  feel  uneasy  at  your  assertion  that  you  can  only  move  with  seven  thousand 
(7,000)  infantry,  and  that  you  prefer  to  wait  until  after  the  election  of  the  lith. 
if  we  have  to  modify  military  plans  for  civil  elections  we  had  better  go  home. 

I  repeat  that  General  Banks  wilt  surely  move  on  Shreveport  via  Alexandria, 
reaching  that  point  March  17,  expecting  you  to  co-operate  from  the  north  in 

Admiral  Porter  has  now  a  magnificent  fleet  up  fied  river,  and  his  guns  were 
at  work  on  Harrisonburg  as  I  passed  up  the  river.  He  too  will  meet  General 
Banks  at  Alexandria,  Mai-ch  17.  Colonel  "Woodroe  comes  to  yoti  with  de- 
spatches, and  I  send  by  him  my  former  letter  and  this. 

Nearly  all  our  command  is  of  re-ealisted  veterans,  but  they  cheerfully  defer  ■ 
their  furloughs  to  enable  us  to  make  these  blows,  and  I  feel  assured  yours 
would  also. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.-fr.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  FftEDERrcK  Steele, 

Gommanding  Department,  of  Arkansas. 
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On  tlie  lOLk  of  5Iarch  I  reached  Memgliis.  Eii  route  I  met  Captain  Badeau, 
of  General  Grrant's  staff,  and  tlie  following  letters  paaaed : 

Headciiiarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

On  board  Steamer  Westmoreland, 

Near  Memphis,  March  10,  1864. 

General:  Captain  Badeait  found  me  j'eaterday  on  board  tliia  boat  and  de- 
livered Ills  deapatcbes. 

I  had  anticipated  your  ovdera  by  ordering  General  Veatch'a  division  of  General 
Hurlburt's  corps  at  once  to  General  Dodge,  via  the  Tennessee  river,  and  had  aent 
Gteneral  A.  J,  Smith  up  Eed  river,  with  ten  thousand  (10,000)  meo,  to  be  ab- 
sent not  over  thirty  (30)  days,  when  I  designed  Genera!  Smith's  division  of 
about  six  thousand  (6,000)  men  also  to  come  round. 

We  must  furlough  near  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men,  and  by  the  time  they 
come  back  the  Red  river  trip  will  be  made,  and  I  can  safely  re-enforce  my  army, 
near  Huntsville,  with  fifteen  thousand  (15,000)  veterans. 

I  send  by  Greneral  Butterfield  full  details  of  all  past  events  a,nd  distributions, 
which  I  hope  will  meet  your  approval. 

As  to  the  negroes,  of  comae,  on  my  arrival  at  Merophia,  I  will  cause  your 
orders  to  be  literally  executed.  A  clamor  waa  raised  by  leasees  by  my  with- 
drawal of  Osband's  four  hundred  (400)  men  from  Skipwith's  and  General  Haw- 
kins's brigades,  and  two  thousand  one  hundred  (2,100)  men  from  Goodrich's,  I 
transferred  tbera  to  Haines's  Bluff,  to  operate  up  the  Yazoo,  and  the  effect  wasiu- 
Btautaneous.  Not  a  shot  has  been  fired  on  the  river  boats  since.  I  also  de- 
signed to  put  a  similar  force  at  Harrisonburg,  Louisiana,  to  operate  up  the 
Washita,  which  would  secure  the  west  bank  from  E*d  river  to  the  Arkansas 
line. 

Admiral  Porter  has  already  driven  the  enemy  from  Harrisonburg,  so  that 
project  is  immediately  feasible.  I  assert  that  three  thousand  (3,000)  men  at 
Haines's  Bluff,  and  three  thousand  (3,000)  at  Harrisonburg,  would  more  ef- 
fectually protect  the  plantation  lessees  than  fitly  thousand  (50,000)  men  scat- 
tered along  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi.  You  know  the  geography  so  well 
that  I  need  aot  demonstrate  my  assertion. 

I  understand  General  Lorenzo  Thomas  has  passed  down  to  Vickshurg,  and 
am  sorry  I  did  not  see  him,  but  as  soon  as  I  reach  Memphis  to-day  I  will  aead 
orders  below,  and  show  him  how  much  easier  it  will  be  to  protect  the  Missis- 
sippi by  means  of  tlie  Yazoo  and  Washita  rivers  than  by  merely  guarding  the 
bMtks  of  the  Mississippi. 

After  awaiting  to  observe  the  effect  of  recent  changes  I  will  hasten  round  to 
Huntsville  to  prepare  for  the  big  fight  in  Georgia.     Fix  the  time  for  crossing 
the  Tennessee,  aad  I  will  be  there. 
Your  fi'iend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Major  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Comd'g  Division  of  the,  Mississippi,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  tub  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  March  4, 1864. 
You  will  be  able  better  than  I  to  judge  how  far  the  damage  you  have  done 
the  railroads  about  Meridian  will  disable  the  enemy  from  sending  an  army  into 
Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee,  with  which  to  operate  on  the  river,  also  what 
force  will  now  be  required  to  protect  and  guard  the  river.  Use  the  negroes,  or 
negro  troops  more  particularly,  for  guarding  plantations,  and  for  the  defence  of 
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the  west  batik  of  tlie  river.  The  avtiUerists  among  them,  of  course,  yon  will  put 
in  fortifications,  hut  most  of  the  infantry  gice  to  Hawkins,  to  be  uaed  on  the 
west  bank.  Add  to  this  element  of  yonr  forces  what  .you  deem  an  adequate 
force  for  the  protection  of  the  river,  from  Cairo  down  as  far  as  your  command 
goes,  and  extend  the  command  of  one  army  corps  to  the  whole  of  it.  Assemble 
the  baliince  of  your  forces  at  or  near  Memphis,  aad  have  them  in  readiness  to 
ioin  your  colnma  on  this  front  in  their  spring  campaign.  Whether  it  will  be 
better  to  have  them  marcli,  meeting  sapplies  sent  np  the  Tennessee  to  Eastport, 
or  whether  they  should  be  brought  round  by  steamers,  can  be  determined  here- 
after. Add  all  the  forces  now  under  Dodge  to  the  two  corps  or  to  one  of  the 
two  corps  you  take  into  the  field  with  you. 

Forces  will  be  transferred  from  the  Chattanooga  and  Nashville  road  to  guard 
all  the  roads  now  protected  by  your  troops.  If  they  are  not  sufficient,  enough 
will  be  taken  from  elsewhere  to  leave  all  yours  for  the  field. 

1  am  ordered  to  Washington,  bnt  as  I  am  directed  to  keep  up  telegraphic 
communication  with  this  command,  I  shall  expect,  in  th^  course  of  ten  or  twelve 
days,  to  return  to  it. 

Place  the  marine  brigade  under  the  command  of  the  corps  commander  left  on 
the  Mississippi  riser.  Gfive  directions  that  it  be  habitually  nsed  lor  the  protec- 
tion of  leased  plantations,  and  will  not  pass  below  Vicksburg,  nor  above  Green- 
ville, except  by  order  of  the  corps  commander  or  higher  authority. 

U.  S.  GRANT.  Mqjor  General. 

Major  General  W,  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Defartment,  Tennesiee. 


r  Private.] 

Kashville,  Tennessee,  March  4,  1864. 

Dear  Sherman  ;  The  bill  reviving  the  grade  of  lieutenant  general  in  the 
army  has  become  a  law,  and  my  name  has  been  sent  to  the  Senate  for  the  place. 

I  now  receive  orders  to  report  to  Washington  immediately,  in  ■person,  which 
indicates  either  a  confirmation  or  a  likelihood  of  confirmation 

I  start  in  the  morning  to  comply  with  the  order,  but  I  shall  say  very  distinctly, 
on  my  ai-rival  there,  that  I  accept  no  appointment  which  will  require  me  to 
make  that  city  iny  headquarters.  This,  however,  is  not  what  I  started  out  to 
write  about. 

Whilst  I  have  been  eminently  successful  in  this  war,  in  at  least  gaining  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  no  one  feels  more  than  me  how  much  of  this  success 
is  due  to  the  ene^y,  skill,  and  the  harmonious  putting  forth  of  that  energy  and 
skill  of  those  who  it  baa  been  my  good  fortune  to  have  occupy  a  subordinate 
position  under  me. 

There  are  many  officers  to  whom  these  icmarks  are  applicable  to  a  greater  or 
less  degree  prop ortioii ate  to  their  ability  as  soldiers,  but  what  I  want  is  to  ex- 
press jny  thanks  to  J-on  and  McPherson,  as  the  men  to  whom,  above  all  others, 
I  feel  indebted  for  whatever  I  have  had  of  success.  How  far  your  advice  and 
suggestions  have  been  of  assistance  you  know.  How  far  your  eKecntion  of 
whatever  has  been  given  yon  to  do  entitles  j  on  to  the  reward  I  am  receiving 
you  cannot  know  as  well  as  me  I  feel  all  the  gratitude  this  letter  would  ex- 
press, giving  it  the  most  fiattering  (.onatruction 

The  word  you  I  use  in  the  plural  mtendmg  it  for  McPherson  also;  I  should 
write  to  him,  and  will  some  aav  bnt  atirting  in  the  morning,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  will  find  time  just  now. 
Your  friend, 

U.  S,  GRANT,  Major  General. 
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[Pnvate  anil  (.■onfidential.] 

K"bae  Memphis,  March  10,  1864. 

Dear  6e!Vbi!al  :  I  have  your  more  than  kind  and  characteristic  letter  of 
the  4th,    I  will  send  a  copy  to  General  McPhersou  at  oace. 

You  do  yoareelf  injustice,  and  us  too  much  honor,  in  assigning  to  ua  so  large 
a  shave  of  the  meiits  which  have  led  to  your  high  advancement,  I  know  you 
approve  the  friendship  I  have  ever  professed  to  you,  and  will  permit  me  to  con- 
tiDue,  lis  heretofore,  to  manifest  it  oa  all  proper  occasions. 

Ton  are  now  Washington's  legitimate  eaccessor,  and  occupy  a  position  of 
almost  dangerous  elevation ;  but  if  you  can  continue,  aa  heretofore,  to  be  yourself — 
Himple,  honest,  and  unpretending — you  will  enjoy  through  life  the  respect  and 
love  of  friends,  and  the  homage  of  millions  of  human  beings,  that  will  award 
you  a  large  share  in  securing  to  tliem  and  their  descendants  a  government  of 
law  and  stability, 

I  repeat,  you  do  General  McPhereon  and  myself  too  much  honor.  At  Bel- 
mont you  manifested  your  traits ;  neither  of  us  being  near.  At  Fort  Donelson 
also  you  illustrated  your  whole  chai'acter;  I  was  not  near,  and  General  McPher- 
sou in  too  subordinate  a  capacity  to  influence  you. 

Until  you  had  won  Donelson,  I  confess  I  was  almost  cowed  by  the  terrible 
avi-ay  of  anai-chical  elements  that  presented  themselves  at  every  point,  but  that 
admitted  the  ray  of  light  which  I  have  followed  since. 

I  believe  you  are  as  brave,  patriotic,  and  just  as  tlie  great  prototype,  Wash- 
ington; as  tmselfisb,  kind-hearted,  and  honest  as  a  man  should  be;  but  your 
chief  chaa-acteristic  is  the  simple  faith  in  success  you  have  always  manifested, 
which  I  can  likea  to  nothing  else  than  the  faith  a  Christian  has  in  a  Saviour. 
This  faith  gave  you  victory  at  Shiloh  and  Vicksburg.  Also,  when  you  have 
completed  your  best  prepai'ations,  you  go-  into  battle  without  hesitation,  as  at 
Chattanooga — no  doubts,  ao  reserves;  and  1  tell  you  it  was  this  that  made  us 
act  with  confidence.  I  knew,  wherever  I  was,  that  you  thought  of  me;  and  if 
I  got  in  a  tight  place  you  would  come  if  alive. 

My  only  points  of  doubt  were  in  your  knowledge  of  grand  strategy  and  of 
books  of  science  and  histoiy ;  but  I  confess  your  common  sense  seems  to  have 
supplied  al!  these. 

Now  as  to  the  future.  Don't  stay  in  Washington.  Halleek  is  better  qualified 
than  you  to  stand  the  buffets  of  intrigue  and  policy.  Come  west;  take  to  your- 
self the  whole  Mississippi  valley.  Let  us  make  it  dead  sure,  and  I  tell  you 
the  Atlantic  slopes  and  Pacific  shores  will  follow  its  destiny  as  sure  as  the 
limbs  of  a  tree  live  or  die  with  the  main  trunk.  We  have  done  much,  but 
atiil  much  remains.  Time  and  time's  influences  are  with  us.  We  could 
almost  afford  to  sit  still  and  let  these  influences  work.  Even  in  the  seceded 
States  your  word  now  would  go  further  than  a  president's  proclamation  or  an 
act  of  Congress.  For  God's  sake  and  your  country's  sake  come  out  of  Wash- 
ington. I  foretold  to  General  Halleek  before  he  left  Corinth  the  inevitable 
result,  and  I  now  exhort  you  to  come  out  west.  Heie  lies  the  seat  of  the  coming 
empire,  and  from  the  west,  when  our  task  is  done,  we  will  make  sliort  worlt  of 
Charleston  and  Eicbmond,  and  the  impoverished  coast  of  the  Atlantic. 
Your  sincere  friend, 

W.  T.  SHESHAN. 

GenoralOiiANT, 

Hkauhuartebs  Department  of  the  TemjNessee, 

Memphis.  March  11,  1864. 
Ge\ebal:  I  an-ived  here  yesterday.     En  route  I  met  Captain  Badeau,  of 
General  Grant's  staff,  who  bore  me  two  letters,  copies  of  which  I  enclose  here- 
with. 
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I  answered  both  fully  by  General  ButI.erfield,  who  left  in  a  swift  packet  last 
evening,  and  will  find  Genei-al  Grant  in  Washington,  or  wherever  he  may  be. 

I  think  General  Grant  is  making  a  mistake  in  taking  all  the  negro  troops  and 
marine  brigade  to  cover  plantations;  or.  in  other  words,  that  the  plan  of  distrib- 
uting these  troops  along  the  west  bank  of  the  rivet'  will  be  less  effective  than 
the  plan  I  had  initiated  of  defending  the  Yazoo  and  Washita  rivei-s,  which 
would  cover  the  plantations  from  the  rear.     But  this  will  manifest  itseif  in  time. 

Please  order  General  Hawkins  and  his  brigade  of  blacks  to  reoccupy  the  west 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  in  such  manner  as  he  deems  best  to  protect  the  planta- 
tions and  replace  liis  troops  at  the  blnif,  or  leave  it  vacant,  as  you  may  judge 
best. 

I  suppose  Adjutant  General  Thomas  is  with  yon ;  and  if  so,  confer  with  him 
and  let  him  have  the  blacks,  i.  e.,  all  such  as  are  not  iu  actual  occupation  of 
the  forts  at  Vicksburg  and  Natchez. 

When  the  marine  brigade  returns  from  Red  river,  it  also  should  receive 
orders  as  indicated  by  General  Grant.  In  the  meanwhile  snch  of  the  marine 
boats  as  have  not  gone  up  Red -river  can  cover  the  plantations  from  Vieksburg 
up  as  high  as  Greenville.  I  enclose  lierewith  a  letter  for  General  Thomas, 
which  you  can  read  and  canse  to  be  delivered.        • 

I  have  reflected  on  the  proposition  yo«  made  me  before  leaving  Vicks- 
burg, and  will  adopt  it  substantially.  After  you  have  satisfied  yourself  that 
no  force  but  Jackson's  cavalry  followed  us  back  to  this  side  of  Pearl  river,  you 
may  furlough  all  yont  veterans  and  dispose  the  remainder  as  garrisons  for 
Vicksburg  and  Natchez.  Place  good  commanders  at  each  place,  then  in  person 
come  to  Memphis  and  give  minute  returns  of  each  to  General  Hurlbut,  whom 
we  will  leave  to  command  the  district  of  the  Mississippi,  embracing  that  of 
Memphis  and '  Vieksburg,  then  proceed  to  Cairo,  whei-e  you  can  leave  some  of 
your  staff  to  receive  and  organize  your  veteran  regiments  as  they  return,  when 
you  may  take  a  twenty  (20)  days'  leave,  getting  back  to  Cairo  in  time  to  make 
two  divisions  of  about  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men,  which  I  will  order  up  the 
Tennessee,  and  across  from  Savannah  to  Pulaski  and  Hunteville.  I  will  give 
you  four  No.  I  divisions,  and  if  times  out  here  justify  it,  I  wilt  draw  farther  to 
embrace  General  A.  J.  Smith's  division, 

I  will  leave  Hurlbut  here  until  you  come  up,  and  if  the  garrisons  left  at 
Vicksburg  and  Natchez  seem  small,  I  wi!l  instruct  General  Hurlbut  to  stop 
Genei-al  Tuttle's  division  at  Vicksburg,  and  bring  General  A.  J.  Smith  here 
when  the  Red  river  trip  comes  out.  I  send  this  by  a  bearer  of  despatches,  who 
\yill  bring  me  your  answers.  I  await  them  here.  Make  the  figures  as  exact  as 
possible. 

I  think  General  Hurlbut  wUi  be  required,  as  commander  on  the  river,  to  make 
his   headijiiarters   at  Vicksburg.     I  want  your  opinion  on  this.     I  dislike  to 
break  up  corps,  but  can't  help  it. 
Truly  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 
M/rjor  General  Oommaiiding  Department, 

Major  General  J.  B.  McPherson, 

Gommandivg  Vicksburg. 


HEADttUARTUiiS    DbPARTMEXT  OF  THE  TENNESSEE, 

Memphis,  March  11,  1864. 
Dear  General  :  I  have  a  letter  from  General  Grant  of  date  March  4,  a 
copy  of  which.  I  send  by  bearer  of  despatches  to  General  McPherson,  and 
which  is  subject  to  your  perusal.     I  have  ordered  General   McPherson  ac- 
cordingly.    I  wanted  to  see  you,  and  am  sorry  1  inissed  you.     I  fear  you  think 
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I  do  not  protect  lessees  of  planfiations.  I  know  my  action  inland  and  tlie 
move  Tip  tne  Yazoo  more  effectually  covered  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
river  above  Yieksburg  tban  conld  have  been  done  by  ten  thousand  troops  on 
ite  veiy  baukc. 

I  know  also  a  similar  disposition  up  tlie  "Washita  would  in  like  mauner  cover 
tbe  west  bank  from  Bed  river  up  to  the  Arkansas.  I  shall  still  advise  the 
perfection  of  the  plan,  Osband'e  force  at  Skipwith's,  and  Hawkins's  at  Good- 
rich's, may  have  protected  a  i-adiua  each  of  say  ten  or  fifteea  miles,  but  no  more ; 
whereas  by  putting  Hawkins's  brigade  at  Haines's  Bluff,  with  facilities  for  ope- 
rating up  Yazoo,  aud  a  similar  brigade  at  Harrisonbui-g  to  manosuvte  up  Wash- 
ita and  Tensas,  you  can  cover  the  river  perfectly. 

But  I  have  ordered  McPherson  to  put  Hawkins's  brigade  west  of  the  river  to 
be  disposed  of  according  to  your  wishes,  aud  lie  can  add  to  Hawkins's  command 
any  otiier  black  troops  not'  actually  employed  in  the  forts  at  Vicfesbtirg  and 
Natchez.  He  wUi  also  direct  such  of  the  marine  brigade  as  are  not  up  E.ed 
river  to  protect  the  river  between  Vicksbui^  and  &reenville.  to  protect  the 
planters  and  lessees,  and  when  all  the  brigadeof  Ellet's  is  back,  which  will  be 
in  a  month,  they  also  will.be  devoted  to  the  same  end.  As  a  speculation,  this 
is  a  bad  one.  Every  pound  of  cotton  raised  will  cost  the  United  States  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  so  far  as  effect  is  concerned,  it  will  not  have  one  particle 
of  effect  on  the  main  war. 

As  a  matter  of  course- 1  dislike  to  see  such  a  mistake  made  at  this  period  of 
tbe  war,  when  we  should  at  least  have  learned  something  by  experience  of  our 
own.     It  would  be  far  wiser  to  pension  the  lessees  of  the  plantations. 

In  the  end  we  mast  defend  the  Mississippi  from  the  Yazoo  and  Washita,  and 
if  you  agree  with  me,  I  will  promise  seven  thousand  (7,000)  men  oa  those 
rivers  to  cover  and  protect  the  plantations  more  perfectly  than  fifty  thousand 
(50,000)  could  distributed  along  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi. 

Since  I  sent  up  Yazoo  not  a  shot  has  been  fired  from  the  east  bank  of  fhe 
Mississippi ;  aud  now  that  Admiral  Porter  has  taken  Trinity  and  Harrisonburg, 
the  same  could  be  done  west.  Transfer  the  fighting  to  the  Yazoo  and 
Washita,  and  you  have  peace  on  the  Mississippi ;  but  leave  thera  uncovered,  aud 
twenty  guerillas  will  break  up  any  plantation  you  establish.  Nevertheless,  I 
have  instructed  General  McPhersou  to  execute  General  Grant's  orders,  and 
when  I  meet  General  Grant  I  will  explain  to  him  what  I  was  about. 

I  will  await  tbe  return  of  this  courier,  and  should  like  to  hear  from  you. 
Then  I  must  hasten  to  Huntsville  to  resume  command  of  the  army  in  the  field. 
I  wiU  leave  Hurlbut  to  command  on  the  river  with  three  (3)  fall  divisions  aud 
the  local  garrisons  of  Memphis,  Vicksburg  and  Natchez. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  G en.tr al. 

Brigadier  General  LoRSNzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  V.  S.  A.,  Vicksburg,  Mississippi. 


Headucarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  March  H,  1864. 
SiB :  I  venture  to  address  you  ou  a  point  in  which  you  may  he  disposed  to 
differ  from  me. 

Before  marching  from  Vicksburg  for  Meridian,  I  detailed  an  expedition  up 
the  Yazoo  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  inflict  on  that  country  a 
punishment  merited  for  the  connivance  of  its  inhabitants  in  the  attacks  on  the 
steamboats  navigating  the  Mississippi  river. 

I  ordered  the  commanding  officer  to  bring  to  Vicksburg  one  thousand  (1,000) 
2* 
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balea  of  cotton,  to  he  deposited  with  your  special  agent  at  Vicksburg,  coupled 
Tvitli  the  request  that  its  proceeds  should  be  applied  to  indemnifj'  owners  of  steam- 
boats in  wliole  or  part  damaged  by  the  public  enemy. 

I  had  no  power  over  such  agent,  and  I  also  knew  that  he  had  no  right  to  make 
such  a  distribution,  and  only  used'the  language  to  assure  steamboat  owners  of 
my  earnest  desire  to  remunerate  them,  so  fur  as  it  lies  in  my  power,  for  damages 
sustained  when  in  pursuit  of  a  lawful  commerce,  and  one  which  aids  us  mate- 
rially in  the  exercise  of  the  war  power.  The  one  thousand  bales  of  cotton  Lave 
been  taken  and  are  now  in  the  hands  of  your  special  agents  at  Vicksburg,  and 
I  ask  you  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  its  sale  to  the  purposes  I  have  indi- 
cated. I  know  that  such  prompt  indemnifica^ion  will  do  good,  more  good 
than  to  throw  the  parties  on  Congress  by  way  of  petition  for  relief. 

I  coniend  that  as  a  military  commander  I  have  a  right  by  the  laws  of  war, 
in  no  wise'  qualified  by  acts  of  Congress,  to  make  similar  acts  of  restitution  in 
kind,  but  not  in  money.  Thus,  if  a  good,  worthy  Union  man  is  robbed  of 
his  horse  or  his  cotton  beeanse_  he  is  our  friend,  I  contend  I  have  a  perfect 
tight  to  take  another  horse  or  equivalent  qnantity  of  cotton  from  a  confederate 
or  accomplice  of  the  robber  or  enemy  and  make  immediate  restitution.  I  have 
done  so,  and  will  continue  to  do  so,  for  tliat  is  war. 

Again,  although  the  orders  are  that,  when  practicable,  we  shall  aid  the  treas- 
ury agents  to  collect  abandoned  ov  enemy's  property,  when  I  find  it  resorted 
to  to  influence  military  movements,  or  to  corrupt  wagon-masters,  steamboat 
agents,  and  even  officers,  I  must  check  it,  for  the  reason  that  war  is  the  maia 
object  of  our  army,  and  anything  that  tends  to  corrupt  it  does  more  public 
harm  than  is  compensated  by  the  tiling  obtained.  I  make  these  general  points 
because  I  know  some  of  your  agents  regai-d  me  as  hostile  to  their  office.  It  is 
not  so.  My  orders  are  clear  and  specific  that  officers  and  soldiers  must  leave 
all  matters  of  tra^de  to  your  agents.  I  don't  want  them  to  exercise  a  supervi- 
sing or  concuiTent  action.  I  want  the  army  to  be  far  above  the  contaminating 
influences  of  trade  and  gain.  Let  the  merchant  count  his  gain,  but  the  soldier 
is  lost  if  he  di-eams  of  a  cent  beyond  his  pay. 

We  are  getting  along  well  and  fast  enough  in  this  quarter.  Peace  and  pros- 
perity exist  wherever  our  foothold  is  secure,  and  each  point  is  becoming  the 
centre  of  an  extending  circle.  I  am  willing  to  use  commerce  as  a  means  to  war, 
to  corrupt  and  demoralize  an  enemy,  to  make  him  dependent  on  us,  and  to  loosen 
his  affection  for  the  impoverished  section  to  which  he  clings  with  a  love  which 
we  should  emulate.  But  our  army  must  keep  hands  off.  No  fees,  no  gain,  no 
association  with  contaminating  trade,  till  war  is  over  an3  peace  supreme. 
"With  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Hon.  9.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  United  States  Trcaxwy,  Washington. 


Headqiiarters  Befartment  of  teie  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  March  14,  1864. 
Dbae  Genebat.  :  I  wrote  you  at  length  on  the  11th  by  a  special  bearer  of 
despatches,  and  now  make  special  orders  to  cover  the  movements  therein  indi- 
cated. It  was  my  purpose  to  await  here  your  answer,  but  I  am  summoned  by^ 
-General  Grant  to  be  in  Nashville  on  the  17th,  and  it  will  keep  me  moving  night 
and  day.  I  must  rely  on  you.  You  understand  that  we  must  re-enforce  the 
great  army  at  the  centre  as  much  as  possible,  at  the  same  time  not  risk  any 
point  on  the  Mississippi  fortified  and  armed  with  heavy  guns.  I  want  you  to 
push  matters  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  do  all  you  can  to  put  two  handsome 
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divisions  of  your  own  corps  at  Cairo,  ready  to  embark  up  the  Tennessee  by  the 
20th  or  30th  of  April  at  the  very  farthest.  I  wish  it  could  be  done  quicker, 
but  these  thirty-days  furloughs  in  the  States  of  enlistment,  though  politic,  are 
very  unmilitary.  It  deprives  us  of  our  ability  to  calculate  aa  to  time.  But  do 
tlie  best  yoa  can,  Huvlbut  can  do  Dothing  until  Smith  returns  from  Bed  river 
and  matters  settle  down,  when  I  will  order  him  to  occupy  Grenada  temporarily, 
to  try  to  get  those  locomotives  that  we  need  here.  I  may  also  order  him  with 
cavalry  and  infantry  towards  Tuscaloosa  at  the  time  we  move  from  the  Ten- 

I  don't  know  as  yet  the  grand  strategy,  but  on  arrival  at  Nashville  I  will  soon 
catch  the  points  and  advise  you.  Steal  a  furlough  and  run  to  Baltimore  incog., 
but  get  hack  and  take  part  in  the  next  move. 

Write  me  fully  and  frequently  of  youi  progress.     I  have  ordered  the  quarter- 
master to  send  as  many  boats  as  he  can  get  to  facilitate  your  movements. 
Mules,  wagons,  &c.,  can  come  up  by  transient  boats. 
I  am  truly  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
M.ijor  General  McPhbbsom, 

Commanding,  ^c,  Vickshurg,  Mississippi. 


Headquarters  Departmeimt  of  the  Tbnnesseg, 

Memphis,  Ttnn  ,  March  U,  1864. 

Gf.neral  :  I  am  somewhat  suddenly  called  by  G-eneral  Grant  to  Nashville. 
I  mnst  leave  at  once  ;  and  after  full  reflection  on  the  state  of  affaii-s  in  the  de- 
partment since  our  Mcridiaii  trip,  1  am  sure  we  can  safely  spare  fifteen  thousand 
(15,000)  men  fi-om  the  river  to  re-enforce  the  army  in  the  field,  headquarters  at 
HuntsviUe.  I  have,  therefore,  ordered  General  MePherson  to  assemble  two 
divisions  of  his  corps  at  Cairo,  Illinois,  ready  for  embarcation  up  the  Tennessee, 
to  join  me  at  Hnntsvilie;  and,  as  you  know,  the  fragment.of  Veatch's  division  ia 
also  in  motion  for  tlie  same  destination.  I  leave  you  to  command  on  the  river,  and, 
without  disturbing  the  corps  organizations,  I  givo  you  command  of  all  my  troops 
on  the  river.  You  can  make  your  headquarters  anywhere  you  choose  on  tie 
river,  from  Memphis  to  Natchez  ;  but  it  may  be  Memphis,  for  the  present,  is 
best,  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  Cairo,  through  which  point  all  communica- 
tions must  pass. 

i  know,  and  you  know,  that  tlie  enemy  cannot  now  maintain  an  army  in  Mis- 
sissippi, and  we  also  believe  that  the  movement  np  Bed  river,  now  iu  progress, 
will  extend  our  empire  to -the  west. 

I  want  you  to  make  sure  the  defence  of  Memphis,  Vicksburg,  and  Natchez 
against  any  possible  contingency ;  to  encourage  and  protect  the  navigation  of 
the  river ;  and  lastly,  to  encourage  tlie  change  in  feeling  towai-ds  us  and  our 
government  by  the  citizens  of  West  Tennessee  and  Mississippi.  I  do  not  mean 
by  political  combination  and  conciliation,  but  by  the  exercise  of  that  power, 
strength,  and  confidence  that  indicates  a  permanent  change  iu  the  affairs  in  this 
region. 

Truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Hurlbut,  Memjjhis. 

I  reached  Nashville  March  17.  and  found  General  Grant  there  busy  in  clos- 
ing up  his  business  preparatory  to  going  to  Washington.  I  accompanied  him 
as  far  as  Cincinnati,  on  the  19th,  in  order  to  confer  with  him  fully  on  many 
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points  be  Imd  not  had  time  to  write  of.  We  parted  at  Ciuciunati  on.  Ihe  29d, 
lie  for  Washingtira  and  I  for  JSfashville,  where,  on  the  SSth,  I  began  a  rapid 
inspection  of  our  lines,  beginning  with  Decatur,  Alabama,  and  esteading  up  to 
Knoxville,  Tennessee.  General  McPherson  had  reached  Huntsville,  and  bad 
asenmed  command  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee — right  wing.  Major  General 
George  H.  Thomas  was  at  Chattanooga,  in  command  of  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland— centre ;  and  General  J.  M.  Scbofield  was  at  Knoxvilie,  in  command 
of  the  army  of  the  Ohio — left  wing.  Retui-ued  to  Nashville  April  g,  and  tins 
following  letters  passed : 

[Original  l>y  mail ;  copy  by  telegraph,  in  cipher.  ] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Temi.,  April  2,  18G4. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Washrngton,  D.  C: 

After  a  full  consultation  with  all  my  ai-my  commanders,  I  have  settled  down 
to  the  following  conclusions,  to  which  I  would  like  to  have  the  President's  con- 
sent before  I  make  orders  : 

1st.  Army  of  the  Ohio,  three  divisions  of  infantry,  to  be  styled  the  23d  corps, 
Major  General  Scbofield  in  command,  and  one  division  of  cavalry,  Major  General 
Stoneraan,  to  push  Longstreet's  forces  well  out  of  the  valley ;  then  fall  hack, 
breaking  railroad,  to  Knos.vitle ;  to  hold  Knoxvilte  and  Loadon,  and  be  ready 
by  May  1,  with  twelve  thousand  (12,000)  men,  to  act  as  the  left  of  the  grand 

2d.  General  Thomas  to  orgauiBe  his  army  into  three  corps  ;  the  11th  and 
12tb  to  be  united  under  Geaeral  Hooker,  to  be  composed  of  four  divisions. 
The  corps  to  take  a  new  title,  via  :  one  of  the  series  now  vacant.  General 
Slocum  to  be  transferred  east,  or  assigned  to  some  loeal  command  on  the  Mia- 
siasippi.  The  4th  corps,  Granger,  to  remain  unchanged,  save  to  place  General 
HowM^  ia  command.  The  14th  corps  to  remain  the  same.  Thomas  to  guard 
the  lines  of  communication,  and  have,  by  May  1,  a  command  of  46,000  men 
for  active  service,  to  constitute  the  centre. 

3d,  General  McPherson  to  draw  from  the  Mississippi  the  divisions  of  Crocker 
and  Leggctt,  now  eTiroute,  mostly  of  veterans  on  furlough,  and  of  A.  J.  Smith, 
now  up  Red  river,  bat  due  on  the  lOtb  instant  out  of  that  expedition,  and  to 
organize  a  force  of  thirty  thousatid  (30,000)  men  to  operate  from  Larkinsvillo 
or  Guntersville  as  the  right  of  the  grand  army;  his  corps  to  be  commanded  by 
Logan,  Frank  Blair,  and  Dodge. 

I  propose  to  put  Newton,  when  he  comes,  at  Vicksburg. 

With  these  changes,  this  army  will  be  a  unit  in  all  respects,  and  I  can  sug- 
gest no  better. 

I  ask  die  President's  consent,  and  ask  what  title  T  shall  give  the  new  corps 
of  Hooker,  iu  place  of  the  11th  and  12th  corps,  consolidated.  The  lowest 
number  of  the  army  corps  now  vacant  will  be  most  appropriate. 

I  will  have  the  cavalry  of  the  department  of  the  Ohio  reorganize  under  Stone- 
man,  at  or  near  Camp  Nelson,  and  the  cavalry  of  Thomas,  at  least  one  good 
division,  under  Gan-ard,  at  Columbia, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[  Cipher  telegram.  ] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  2,  1864, 
Major  General  Schofikld,  Knoxville: 

Am  back  at  Nashville.     Telegraph  me  daily  any  matters  of  interest.     I  have 
asked  the  Presideot  the  uecessai-y  authority  to  aimouuce  you  as  the  commander 
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of  t!ic  23d  corps.  As  soon  as  you  can  spare  Stoneman,  order  Mm  to  go  to 
Kentucky  and  assemble  ail  tlie  cavalry,  mounted  and  dismounted,  of  your  de- 
partment at  or  near  Lexington,  and  to  put  it  ia  fine  order,  drawing  supplies 
from  Cincinnati  and  the  country.  Hovey  marchf«  to-morrow,  and  will  report 
to  you  liis  progress.  As  soon  as  you  can  spare  Thomas's  troops,  let  them  go 
hclow  the  iliwasaee,  and  keep  youra  ahovc. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Majo7-  General. 


[Cipher  tetegraiB.] 
HEADQUAilTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MiS 

Nashmlle,  April  2,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Chattanooga : 

Am  at  Nashville.  Have  telegi'aphed  to  Washington  for  authority  to  make 
the  changes  we  agreed  on.  To-night  the  rwlroad  superiutendent,  (Andei-son,) 
Colonel  Donaldson,  and  I,  ^s'ill  meet  and  arrange  ahoat  the  railroad  manage- 
ment. I  will  also  compel  the  beef  contractor  to  drive  cattle,  TJaless  we  de- 
vote the  railroad  solely  and  exclusively  to  the  use  of  dead  freight,  we  cannot 
accumulat*  the  surplus  required  for  our  plans.  "Watch  Joe  Johnston  close. 
Tour  weak  point  is  Cleveland.  As  aooii  as  Sehofield  can  ascertain,  certain, 
that  Longstreet  ia  no  longer  in  force  in  East  Tennessee,  he  will  let  your  ti-oops 
w  the  Hiwaesee.     I  will  make  the  order  the  moment  I  hear  from 
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HeADQI'ABTGRS  HiJlTABY  D[V1SI0\  OF  THE  Mi««rssippr 

\  si    Ih    Tun    A}    li   1864. 
General  McPhbkson,  Hwnisvtlle 

Am  back  to  Nashville.  Tele^raj !  me  1  ily  a  yth  ng  of  nt  e^t  I  will 
give  my  personal  attention  to  the  q  est  on  of  accumulat  on  of  s  ppl  es  Have 
you  made  up  your  mind 'wdich  jou  best  po  nf — Hu  tsvile  or  Detatur?  I 
want  to  send  Corse  down  the  M  p  be  pp  to  g  v  lite  to  Hurlb  tan  ovements 
against  Forrest.  I  want  the  regulars  here  as  headquarters  guard.  I  will  as- 
sign Newton  to  you,  with  a  view  to  Lis  assignment  to  Vickaburg.  I  would  not 
give  orders  about  Forrest,  who  is  in  your  department,  only  the  matter  involves 
Kentucky  also.l  Aa  soon  as  he  is  disposed  of,  I  will  leave  all  matters  in  your 
department  to  you.  Veatch  ia  posted  near  Piirdy  to  cut  off  escape  by  the  head 
of  Hatchee.  Hurlbut,  with  infantry  and  cavalry,  will  move  towards  Bolivar 
with  a  view  to  catch  Fon-est  in  flank  as  he  attempts  escape.  Erayman  will  Stop 
a  few  veteran  regiments  retttrning,  and  will  use  them  out  as  far  as  Union  City. 
If  you  will  control  the  movements  I  will  desist. 

W.  T.  SHEUIIAN, 

Major  Genej-al. 


HiiAutiTJARTKiis  j\iii.[TAiiY  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  2,  1864. 
Adjutant  Gexeral,   WasMngton,  D.  0.: 

Icfoi-m'the  commander-in-chief  that  8 chofield's  infantry  occupies  Bull's  Cap, 
and  hia  cavalry  ia  scouting  beyond.     The  enemy  is  all  beyond  Joueshoto'  and 
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pi'oliably  beyond  the  Wautauga,  Laving  burnt  both  raili-oad  and  other  road 
bridges,  and  carried  off  telegraph  wire,  but  otherwise  have  not  destroyed  the 
railroad.  I  will  not  advance  the  infantry  beyond  Ball's  Gap,  as  our  line  is  now 
pretty  long  and  weak. 

General  Schofield  thinks  Longatreet  is  gone  to  Virginia,  leaving  about  three 
thotisand  five  hundred  cavalry  to  protect  the  salt  works, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Maj&r  General  Commanding. 


llflADai'ARTEBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Nashville,  April  3,  1864. 
Colonel  S.  6.  Hicks,  Paducah  :  - 

Your  defence  of  Paducah  was  exactly  right.  Keep  cool  and  give  the  enemy 
a  second  edition  if  he  comes  again.  I  waut  Forrest  to  stay  just  where  he  is, 
and  the  longer  the  better.  JJon't  credit  any  of  the  foolish  and  exaggerated  re- 
ports that  are  put  afloat  by  design.  I  know  what  Forrest  has,  and  will  attend 
to  him  in  time.  Whenever  yon  get  a  chance,  strike  any  small  detachments, 
W.  T.  SHF-EMAN, 

Major  General. 


[General  Memoranda.] 

Headquarteks  Military  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  3,  1864. 

1.  The  posts  of  Columbus,  Cau'o,  and  Paducah  to  beheld  in  force,  and  mere 
excursions  sent  out  to  occupy  the  attention  of  Forrest. 

2.  General  Veatch  to  occupy  a  point  near  Purdy  and  to  strike  Foreest  in 
flank  as  he  attempts  to  pass  out. 

3.  General  Hurlbut  to  operate  from  Memphis  with  his  infantry  and  cavalry, 
guarding  the  passes  of  Big  Hatchie  and  communicating  with  General  Veatch. 

4.  General  A.  J.  Smith  to  return  from  Red  river,  pause  at  Vicksburg  to  re- 
plenish supplies,  and  to  push  up  Taaoo  to  Greenwood  and  Sidon,  disembark, 
march  rapidly  on  Grenada,  and  operate  in  Forrest's  rear. 

If  Forrest  is  escaped,  broken  up  or  captui-ed,  all  the  troops  to  resume  the 
statu  quo,  and  General  Smith  to  conduct  his  force  by  steady  marches  across  to 
the  Tombigbee  and  np  to  Decatur,  Alabama,  whence  General  Dodge  will  move 
out  to  meet  him.  General  Smith  to  send  word  round  by  Cairo,  giving  his  route 
of  march  and  indicating  the  probable  time  of  his  arrival.  This  column  to  move 
light  as  to  wagons  and  artillery,  depending  for  forage,  corn,  meal  and  meat  on 
the  country,  reckoning  for  supplies  only  at  Vicksburg  and  Decatur ;  General 
Smith  taking  with  him  the  two  tried  generals,  Oorae  and  Mower.  If  General 
Smith  calls  for  cavalry,  General  Hurlbut  will  send  as  ranch  as  he  can  spare 
fi-om  Memphis,  to  meet  him  at  some  point  of  the  Tallahatchie,  and  General 
Smith  may  call  on  the  commanding  general  at  Vicksbui^  for  enough  cavalry 
to  serve  as  .advance  guard. 

5.  General  Corse  may  order  in  my  name  any  subordinate  details  to  carry 
out  these  plans  and  the  instructions  of  the  commanding  general. 

Copies  of  this  to  be  sent  to  Generals  McPberson,  Veatch,  Brayman,  Hurl- 
but and  McArthur,  and  to  the  commanding  officers  at  Paducah  and  Columbus, 
with  express  oi-ders  of  secrecy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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[Cipher  Wlegram.] 
HEAUtiUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Nashville,  April  4,  1864. 
Major  Gfeaeral  McPherson,  Huntaville  : 

I  will  order  the  balance  of  Gaii-ard'a  division  of  cavalry  to  reodeavoua  at 
Ooinmbia.  I  wisli  you  would  keep  scoats  and  mounted  detacliments  well  out 
to  tbe  Tennessee  river,  towards  the  mouth  of  Duck  river.  I  doa't  cai-e  if  For- 
rest does  cross  to  this  side,  only  we  should  have  timely  notice.  I  have  sent 
down  General  Corse  to  eommmiicate  with  Paducab,  Cairo,  Memphis  and  Vicks- 
bui^,  and  then  to  go  on  to  fied  river  and  bring  A.  J.  Smith's  command,  by  a 
route  that  will  be  indicated  to  you  by  a  confidential  messenger.  Tliia  will  divert 
from  Vicksburg  a  part  of  your  command  wbich  you  may  have  designed  to  form 
apart  of  McArtbur's  command.  If  this  be  so,  please  arrange  McArthur's  division, 
Ko  that  tbe  men  now  up  Redriver  will  belong  to  Crocker  and  Leggett.  One  divi- 
sion of  the  16th  and  one  of  the  17tb  corps,  with  the  black  troops,  must 
sufSce  to  protect  Memphis  and  Vicksburg,  and  the  gunboats  must  keep 
the  river  clear.  Forrest  is  supposed  to  be  at  Jackson,  Tennessee,  but  I  think 
he  will  try  to  get  south  as  soon  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 


IIeadquarters  Military  Division  op  the  1 

Nashville,.  Tennessee,  April  4,  1864. 
General  BuRiiHiDnB,  Louisville  : 

I  do  not  believe  the  enemy  will  move  far  into  Kentucky,  through  Pound  Gap, 
unless  as  a  cavalry  raid.  You  should  coaceatrate  all  your  troops  at  Lexington, 
with  cavalry  well  out  to  give  notice.  Grant  designs  a  move  in  southwest  Vir- 
ginia which  will  cheek  any  such  move,  and  by  way  of  East  Tennessee  we  can 
get  to  the  rear  of  Pound  Gap.  Longatreet  is  reported  aa  going  back  to  Vii^nia, 
and  would  naturally  send  a,  small  force  through  the  gap  to  cover  the  movement. 
FoiTest  is  now  reported  at  Jackson,  Tennessee.  I  have  an  infantry  force  at 
Purdy,  and  if  Hurlbut  acts  with  energy,  PoiTeat  will  have  trouble  in  getting  out. 
You  may  send  that  Ohio  regiment  of  cavalry  to  re-enforce  General  Sturgis.  Aa 
soon  as  certain  things  are  done  in  East  Tennessee,  General  Stoneman  will 
come  to  Kentucky.  la  the  meantime  you  must  collect  all  your  detachments  at 
soma  point  near  Lesington.  In  case  of  any  formidable  invasion  of  east  Ken- 
tucky, we  can  call  down  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  a  large  force  of  fur- 
loughed  veterans,  who  couid  reach  the  threatened  points  sooner  than  troops  couid 
come  from  the  fiont,  wliere  they  are  needed. 

■VV.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HEADyUAKTERS  MlLITARY  DIVISION    OF   THE   MlSSISSIPPr, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  i,  1865. 
Gbneral  :  ^nce  my  return  to  Nashville  I  have  made  the  complete  circuit, 
going  with  McPberson  to  Decatur,  Larkin's  Ferry,  Chattanooga,  and  Knoxville 
This  enabled  me  to  see  all  my  corps  and  division  commanders,  and  to  learn  the 
actual  state  of  affairs.  I  have  made  few  or  no  changes,  but  have  euggesfed 
some  by  telegraph,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  as  it  ia  yet  unanswered.  I  am 
sending  all  of  Hovey's  infantry  to  Schofield,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Thomas 
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Granger's  troopa  that  are  properly  hia.     I  am  assembli  g  G  Id 

of  cavalry  on  the  right  fiaok  aear  Columbia,  aud  will  g  S  m  II  1 
cavalry  of  Schofield's  department,  to  organize  in  Kentucky  y  ai  L  g 
to  move  lo  thefront  when  there  is  grass,  and  when  I  h        f     g  gh 

the  front.     At  present  the  railroads  supply  hountifully    I  p     1         b 

make  no  surplna.  I  am  making  troops  march  ttl  d  I  m  dm 
cutting  down  sutlers,  and  private  business,  so  as  t    g  f  tl 

and  forage.     I  am  endeavoring  to  persuade  the  rail      d      j  d       to 

the  cars  iu  a  circuit,  so  as  to  work  as  an  endleaa  ch  bat  th  h  b  t  f  nnmg 
by  a  time-table  is  so  strong  that  I  find  him  d  1  1  If  I  Id  see 
McCallum  I  could  convince  him  tliat  his  present  t  k  did  d  d  hie  the 
present  work  hy  making  the  i-ound  circuit  by  St  1  D      t        1!  the 

cars  running  one  way  loaded,  and  bringing  iu  th      mp  y  I  t    have 

on  the  line  of  the  Tenneaaee  by  May  1  enough    t        t         hi  t    move 

on,  if  General  Grant  so  orders  it. 

To  do  this  I  calculate  that  Schofield  should  h        tw  1       tl  d  (1  ,000) 

meu,;    Thomas,  forty-five  thousand  (45,000;)  and  M  PI  th    ty  tl    isand 

(30,000,)  beaidea  the   raili-oad  guards  and  dep  t   g  3!  p    p        that 

Schofield  should  be  prepared  to  move  from  CI  1  d  Th  m  f  m  Chat- 
tanooga, and  McPhersou  from  Gunter's  Landiuj,  th  R  d  11  my 
plans  are  suhovdinate  to  these  general  ideas. 

FoiTCSt  got  a  severe  i-ehiiff  by  Hicks  at  Paduc  h       1    1 11 1  'here 

between  the  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  aud  ab  h    H  tcl  I  w  nt  to 

keep  him  there  awhile,  when  I  hope  to  give  him  a  complete  thi-ashing.  I  order 
Paducah,  Cairo,  and  Columbus  to  be  held  secure;  have  placed  Voatci,  with  five 
i-egiments  of  infantry,  at  Piudy,  and  ordered  Hurlbut,  with  all  of  Grierson's  cav- 
alry,and  two  thousand  four  hundred  (3,400)  infantry,  to  watch  the  line  of  the 
Hatchee,  and  to  catch  Forrest  in  dank  as  be  attempts  to  pass  out. 

Last  night  I  sent  General  Corse  down  the  river  in  a  steamboat,  to  touch  at 
Paducah,  Cairo,  and  Columbus,  with  orders  and  verbal  explanations  to  all  these 
commanders.  He  is  then  to  push  on  to  Memphis,  explain  the  same  to  Hurlhut, 
and  then  hurey  up  the  Red  liver  to  General. A.  J.  Smith,  and  bring  him  with 
all  despatch  to  Vicksburg,  and  up  the  Yazoo,  and  rapidly  occupy  Grenada. 
Hia  appearance  there  with  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men,  now  hardened  by  our 
mai'ch  to  Meridian,  and  recent  marching  np  the  Red  river,  will  be  a  big  bomb- 
shell in  Forrest's  camp,  should  he,  as  I  fear  he  will,  elude  Hurlbut.  At  Grenada 
Smith  will  do  all  the  mischief  he  can,  and  then  strike  boldly  across  the  coun- 
try by  Aberdeen,  to  Eusselville  and  Decatur,  there  making  hia  junction  with 
McPhei-son.  This  with  Crocker  and  Leggett's  divisions,  to  rendezvous  at  Cairo 
after  their  furloughs,  will  make  a  large  decrease  of  our  Mississippi  river  foi-ces, 
but  i  order  McPherson  to  keep  one  white  divi^on  at  Vicksburg,  and  another  at 
Memphis,  which,  with  the  black  troops,  the  marine  brigade,  and  the  gunboats, 
should  suffice  to  protect  the  river  commerce;  especially  since  we  have  so  ruined 
Meridian  that  the  enemy  cannot  supply  an  army  near  the  river  with  either 
ammunition  or  provisions. 

It  is  all  nonsense  about  their  repairing  the  break  at  Meridian.  It  is  a  simple 
impoesihility.  I  wonld  like  to  have  General  Grant's  opinion  as  to  Uiis  move  of 
Smith's  across  from  Grenada,  I  deem  it  safe,  and  its  effects  will  in  a  measure 
compensate  for  the  ill  effects  of  Forrest's  recent  raid,  '^th  ten  thousand 
(10,000)  men,  and  two  such  dashing  officers  as  Corse  and  Mower,  A.  J.  Smith 
can  whip  all  the  cavalry  and  infantry  (if  any)  in  north  Mississjippi. 

General  Banks  positively  agreed  wilji  me  that  our  ti'oops  should  form  a  junc- 
tion at  Alexandria  on  the  17th  of  March.  Mine  were  there  on  time,  capturing 
Fort  De  Russey  en  route,  and  since  it  is  reported  they  are  up  at  Natchitoches, 
which  is  all  right ;  but  it  seems  Banks  did  not  leave  New  Orleans  till  March 
22.     This  is  not  right.     This  failure  in  time  in  conjoint  operations  is  wrong. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


COMMITTEE    ON   THE   CONDUCT   OF   THE   WAR.  2y 

Leeaiise  it  endangers  the  troops  that  punctnally  obey  orders.  I  suppose  that 
Steele  is  moving  on  Shreveport  with  seven  thousand  (7,000,)  and  Banks  with 
seventeen  thousand  (17,000.)  These  are  enough  to  co-operate  with  the  gun- 
hoats,  and  therefore  I  rigBtfully  claim  my  ten  thousand  (10,000)  with  G-enera! 
A.  J.  Smith  at  the  time  agreed  on,  viz:  thirty  days  after  the  time  they  entered 
Red  river,  which  expiree  April  lOi  at  which  time  General  Corse  should  find 
them  at  Alexandria,  and  conduct  them  to  their  new  field  of  operations.  1  will 
move  heaven  and  earth  to  have  my  command  ready  for  war  as  early  in  Slay  as 
the  furloughed  men  return,  and  this  you  can  better  expedite  from  Washington 
thaii  I  can  from  here.  I  will  not  bother  the  general  at  all,  hut  will  keep  him 
well  advised  of  alhreal  moveipents.  He  must  not  he  disturbed  by  the  foolish 
rumors  that  will  get  into  the  newspapers,  spite  of  all  precautions.  - 

Write  me  apswers  to  my  inquiries  as  early  as  possible,  even  if  they  have 
been  answered  by  telegraph. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cuminan&mg. 
Brigadier  General  J.  A.  Eawlins,. 

Chief  of  General  Groat's  Staf,  Washingtm,  P-  C. 


[(     h      el  siia  ] 

Headquarters  MiLiiARv  Divisio'V  of  the  Mississippi, 

Ivashmlle    Tennesiee  April  4,  1865. 
G-eneral  Schofield,  Enoxmlle 

Your  despatch  received.  I  don  t  want  youi  infantty  to  go  beyond  Lick 
creek.  Our  line  is  already  too  much  driw  n  out  but  with  cavalry  you  can 
demonstrate  as  far  as  you  please  If  you  can  force  the  enemy  to  destroy  Wau- 
tauga  bridge,  it  will  be  a  go  d  thing  Don  t  destroy  the  lailroad  till  I  give 
you  notice.  I  will  arrange  to  give  you  plenty  of  time.  Let  Thomas  have  his 
troops  as  soon  as  you  can  safely  do  so,  as  I  regard  Cleveland  as  our  weak 

Hovey  is  mavcHng  to  yoit  with  five  thousaud  (5,000)  infantry,  and  I  will  put 
five  (5}  new  regimenls  of  cavalry  at  Lexington  for  Stoneman  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


rConfiilential.] 


Hbadquabtehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

NashviUe,  Tennessee,  April  &,  1865. 

Deak  Colonel  :  Tour  letter  of  March  26  came  to  me  on  the  2d  instant, 
and  the  mail  brought  me  the  map  yesterday.  The  -parcel  had  evidently  been 
opened,  and  the  postmaster  bad  marked  some  additional  postage  on  it.  I  will 
cause  inquiries  to  be  made  lest  the  map  has  been  seen  by  some  eye  intelligent 
enough  to  i-ead  the  meaning  of  the  blue  and  red  lines..  We  cannot  be  too  care- 
ful in  these  matters. 

That  map,  to  me,  contains  more  information  and  ideas  than  a  volume  of  printed 
matter.  Keep  yonr  retained  copies  with  infinite  care,  and  if  you  have  occasion 
to  send  out  to  other  commanders  any  more,,  I  would  advise  a  special  courier. 
From  that  map  I  see  all,  and  glad  am  I  that  there  si-e  miads  now  at  Washing- 
ton able  to  devise ;  and  for  my  part,  if  we  can  keep  our  counsels,  I  believe  I 
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have  the  men  and  ability  to  march  square  up  to  the  position  assigned  me,  and  to 
hold  it.  Of  course,  it  will  cost  us  many  a  hard  day,  but  I  believe  in  fighting  in 
a  doable  sense — first  to  gain  physicalresults,  and  next  to  inspire  respect  on  which 
to  build  up  our  nation's  power. 

Of  couEse  General  Grant  will  not  have  time  to  give  me  the  details  of  move- 
ment east,  and  the  times.  Concurrent  action  is  the  thing.  It  would  be  wise 
if  the  general,  through  you  or  some  educated  officer,  should  give  me  timely 
notice  of  all  contemplated  movements,  with  all  details  that  can  be  foreseen.  I 
now  know  the  results  aimed  at ;  I  know  my  base,  and  have  a  pretty  good  idea  of 
my  lines  of  operation.  No-  time  shall  be  lost  in  putting  my  forces  in  mobile 
condition,  ao  tJiat  all  I  ask  is  notice  of  time,  that  all  over  the  grand  theatre  of 
war  there  shall  be  simultaneous  action.  We  saw  the  beauty  of  time  in  the 
battle  of  Chattanooga,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  same  harmony  of  action 
should  not  pervade  a  continent. 

I  am  well  pleased  with  Captain  Poe,  and  would  not  object  to  have  half  a 
dozen  thoroughly  educated  young  engineer  officers. 
I  am,  with  respect,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Colonel  C.  B.  Comstock, 

General  Grant's  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[PrLvale  and  confidential.  ] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  toe  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  4,  1864. 

General  :  It  is  my  design,  if  the  enemy  keep  quiet  and  allow  me  to  take 
the  initiative  in  the  spring  campaign,  to  work  all  parts  of  the  army  together,  and 
somewhat  towards  a  common  centre.  For  your  information  I  now  write  you 
my  programme  as  at  present  determined  upon. 

I  have  sent  orders  to  Banks  by  private  messenger  to  finish  up  his  present  ex- 
pedition against  Shreveport  with  all  despatch ;  to  turn  over  the  defence  of 
the  Red  river  to  General  Steele  and  the  navy,  and  return  yonr  troops  to  yoD, 
and  his  own  to  New  Orleans  ;  to  abandon  all  of  Texas  except  the  Kio  Grande, 
and  to  hold  that  with  not  to  exceed  four  thousand  men  ;  to  reduce  the  number 
of  troops  on  the  Mississippi  to  the  lowest  number  necessary  to  hold  it,  and  to 
collect  from  his  command  not  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  men.  To 
this  I  will  add  five  thousand  (5,000)  from  Missouri.  With  this  force  he  is  to 
commence  operations  against  Mobile  as  soon  as  he  can.  It  will  be  impossible 
for  him  to  commence  too  early. 

Gilmore  joins  Butler  with  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men,  and  the  two  operate 
against  Eichmond  from  the  south  side  of  James  river.  This  will  give  Butler 
thirty-three  thousand  (33,000)  men  to  operate  with  ;  W.  P.  Smith  commanding 
the  right  wing  of  his  foi-ces,  and  Gilmore  the  left  wing.  I  will  stay  with  the 
ai-my  of  the  Potomac,  increased  by  Bumside's  corps  of  not  less  than  twenty-five 
thousand  (a.5.000)  effective  men,  and  operate  directly  against  Lee's  army  wher- 
ever it  may  be  found. 

Sigel  collects  all  his  avmlable  force  in  two  columns — one,  under  Ord  and  Av- 
erill,  to  start  from  Beverly,  Virginia ;  and  the  other,  under  Crook,  to  start  from 
Charleston  on  the  Kanawha,  to  move  against  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  rail- 
road. Crook  will  have  all  cavalry,  and  will  endeavor  to  get  in  about  Saltville 
and  move  east  from  there  to  join  Ord.  His  force  will  be  all  cavalry,  while  Ord 
will  have  from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  men  of  all  arms. 

You  I  propose  to  move  against  Johijston's  army,  to  break  it  up  and  to  get 
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into  the  interior  of  tlie  enemy's  country  aa  far  as  you  can,  inflicting  all  tlie  dam- 
age yon  can  against  their  war  reaoureeB. 

I  do  not  propose  to  lay  down  for  you  a  plan  of  campaign,  but  simply  to  lay 
ilown  the  work  it  is  desirable  to  have  done,  and  leave  you  free  to  execute  in  your, 
own  way.     Submit  to  me,  however,  as  early  as  you  can,  your  plan  of  operations 

As  stated.  Banks  is  ordered  to  commence  operations  aa  soon  as  he  can.  Gil-* 
more  is  ordered  to  report  at  Fortress  Monroe  by  the  ISth  inatant,  or  aa  soon 
thereafter  as  pi-aeticable.  Sigel  is  concentrating  now.  None  will  move  from 
their  places  of  rendezvous  until  I  direct,  except  Banks.  I  want  to  be  ready  to 
move  by  the  25th  instant  if  possible.  But  all  I  can  now  direct  is  that  you  get 
ready  as  soon  as  possible.  I  know  you  will  have  difficulties  to  encounter  get- 
ting through  the  mounlaius  to  where  sapplies  are  abundfint,  but  I  believe  you 
will  accomplish  it. 

From  the  expedition  from  the  department  of  West  Virginia  I  do  not  oalcii- 
late  on  very  great  results  ;  but  it  is  the  only  way  I  can  take  troops  from  there. 
With  the  long  line  of  railroad  Sigol  has  to  protect  he  can  spare  no  troops,  ex- 
cept to  move  directly  to  his  front.  In  this  way  he  must  get  through  to  inflict 
great  damage  on  the  enemy,  or  the  euemy  must  detach  from  one  of  his  ai-mies 
a  large  force  to  prevent  it.  In  other  words,  if  Sigel  can't  skin  himself,  he  can 
hold  a  leg  whilst  some  one  eke  skins. 

I  am,  genera],  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

LieuCenant  General. 

Major  General  W.  T.  Shbbman, 

Comtnanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


[Private  and  confidential.] 
IlEADQUARTBaS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  Ajirit  10,  18S4. 

Dear  Genehal:  Tour  two  letters  of  April  4  are  now  before  me,  and  afford 
me  infinite  satisfaction.  Thatweare  now  all  to  act  on  a  common  plan,  converg- 
ing on  a  common  centre,  looks  like  enhghtened  war. 

Like  youLself  you  take  thebiggest  load,  and  from  me  you  shall  have  thorough 
and  hearty  co-operation.  I  will  not  let  side  issues  draw  me  off  from  yonr  main 
plans  in  which  I  am  l»  knock  Joe  Johnston,  and  do  as  much  damage  to  the 
resources  of  the  ^neoij  as  possible.  I  have  heretofore  written  to  General 
Eawlins  and  Colonel  Ooraslflck,  of  your  staff,  somewhat  of  the  method  in  which 
I  propose  to  act.  I  have  seen  all  my  army,  corps,  and  division  commanders, 
and  have  signified  only  to  the  former,  viz,,  Schofield,  Thomas,  and  MePherson, 
our  general  plana,  which  I  inferred  from  the  purport  of  our  conversations  here 
and  at  Cincinnati. 

First.  I  am  pushing  stores  to  the  front  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  am 
completing  the  organization  accoi-ding  to  the  orders  from  Washington,  which 
are  ample  and  perfectly  satisfactory. 

It  will  take  us  all  of  April  to  get  in  our  furloughed  veterans,  to  bring  up 
A.  J.  Smith's  command,  and  to  collect  provision,  and  cattle  ta  the  line  of  the 
Tennessee.  Each  of  these  armiea-will  guard  by  detachments  of  its  own  their 
rear  communications. 

At  the  signal  to  be  given  by  you,  Schofteld  will  leave  a  select  gai-rison  at 
Knoxville  and  Loudon,  and  with  twelve  thou8aiid*(]  2,000)  men  drop  down  to 
Hiwaseee  and  march  on  Johnston's  right  by  the  old  Federal  road.  Stooeman, 
now  in  Kentucky  organizing  the  cavalry  forces  ofthearmyofthe  Ohio,  will  operate 
with  Schofleld  on  his  left  front — it  may  be,  pushing  a  select  body  of  about  two 
thousand  (2,000)  cavalry  by  Ducktown  or  Elijay  and  toward  Athens,  Georgia. 
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Thomas  will  aim  to  have  forty-five  thoiisand  (45,(J00)  men  of  all  arms  and 
more  straig;lit  on  Johnston,  wherever  he  may  be,  fighting  him  cautiously,  pei-sis- 
tently,  and  to  the  best  advantage.  He  will  have  two  divisions  of  cavaliy  to 
take  advantage  of  any  offering. 

McPherson  will  have  nine  divisions  of  the  arLoy  of  the  Tennessee,  if  A.  J. 
Smith  gets  in,  in  whicli  case  be  will  have  full  thirty  thousand  (30,000)  of  the 
beat  men  in  America.  He  will  cross  the  Tennessee  at  Decatur  aud  Whites- 
burg,  march  toward  Rome  and  feel  for  Thomas.  If  Johnston  falls  behind  the 
OooBa,  then  McPherson  will  push  for  Rome;  and  if  Johnston  then  fall  behind 
the  Chattahoochee,  as  I  believe  be  will,  then  McPheraon  wUl  cross  and  join  with 
Thomas.  McPherson  baa  no  cavalry,  bat  I  have  taken  one  of  Thomas' divi- 
sions, viz.,  Garrard's,  C.OOO  strong,  'which  I  now  have  at  Columbia,  mounting, 
eonipping  and  preparing,  I  design  this  division  to  operate  on  McPherson's  right, 
rear  or  front,  according  as  the  enemy  appears.  But  the  moment  I  detect 
Johnston  falling  behind  .the  Ohattaho6chee,  I  propose  to  cast  off  the  eifective 
part  of  this  cavalry  division,  after  ciosaing  the  Cooaa,  straight  for  Opelika, 
West  Point,  Columous,  or  Wetumpka,  to  break  up  the  road  between  Mont- 
gomery and  Georgia.  If  Garrard  can  do  this  work  good,  he  can  return  to  the 
Union  army;  but  abould  a  superior  force  interpose,  then  he  wUl  seek  safety  at 
Pensacola  and  join  Banks,  or,  after  rest,  act  againat  any  force  that  be  cau  find 
east  of  Mobile,  till  such  time  as  he  can  reach  me. 

Should  Johnston  fall  behind  Obattaboochee,  I  would  feign  to  the  right,  but 
paaa  to  the  left  and  act  on  Atlanta  or  on  its  eastern  communications,  according 
to  developed  facta. 

This  is  about  as  far  ahead  as  I  feel  disposed  to  look,  but  I  would  ever  bear 
in  mind  that  Johnston  is  at  all  times  to  he  kept  so  busy  that  he  cannot  in  any 
event  send  any  part  of  his  command  against  yon  or  Banks. 

If  Banks  can  at  the  same  time  carry  Mobile  and  open  up  the  Alabama  river,  he 
will  in  a  measure  solve  the  most  diiScult  part  of  my  problem — provisions. 
But  in  that  I  must  venture.  Georgia  has  a  million  of  inhabitants.  If  they  can 
live,  we  should  not  starve.  If  the  enemy  interrupt  my  communications  1  will  be 
absolved  from  all  obligations  to  subsist  on  our  own  resources,  but  will  feel 
perfectly  justified  in  taking  whatever  and  whenever  I  can  find. 

I'will  inspire  my  command,  if  ancceasful    with  my  feeling  that  beef  and 
salt  are  all  that  is  absolutely  necessary  to  life,  and  parched  com   fed  General 
Jackson's  ai-my  once  on  that  very  ground. 
As  ever,  your  friend  and  servant, 

IV.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Lieutenant  General  U.  8.  Grant, 

Commander-in-OAief,  Washington  D.  C. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mrssissippi, 

Nasheille,  April  11,  1S64. 

Gbkgbal  :  Since  my  interview  with  you  I  have  a  letter  from  Grant,  full,  clear 
and  explicit,  which  I  well  understand,  but  cannot  now  impart  to  yon,  but  will 
in  due  time.  The  arrangements  are  begun,  and  the  organizations  are  in  exact 
accordance  with  the  part  assigned  us,  only  the  general  fixes  the  time  a  little 
earlier  than  I  did;  yet  I  wUl  risk  my  judgment  that  the  time  I  named  to  you 
will  be  as  soon  as  others  will  be  ready. 

Get  your  three  corps  weil  in  hand,  and  the  means  of  transportation  as  ready 
as  possible.  When  we  move  we  will  take  no  tents  or  baggage,  but  one  change 
of  clothing  on  our  horses,  or  to  be  carried  by  the  men  and  oa  pack  animals  by 
company  officers.     Five  days'  bacon,  twenty  days'  bread  and  thirty  days'  salt. 
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eugar,  and  coffee.  Nothing  else  but  aitos  and  ammunition  in  quantity  propor- 
tioned to  our  ability.  Even  this  will  be  a  heavy  iacumbarace,  but  ig  rather  the 
limit  of  our  aim,  than  what  we  can  really  aceomplisb.  Draw  your  forces  down 
from  the  direction  of  Knoxviile,  so  as  not  to  attract  attention. 

I  read  the  reports  of  yonr  scouts  with  interest.  I  usually  prefer  to  make  my 
estimate  of  the  enemy  from  general  reasoning,  than  from  the  words  of  spies  or 
deserters.  We  will  get  prepared  for  the  maximum  force  possible  of  the  enemy. 
We  must  not  be  led  aside  by  any  raids.  We  will  be  much  aided  by  a  diversion 
in  a  different  quarter,  of  which  I  prefer  not  to  write,  but  may  commuoieate  h'y  the 
first  confidential  opportoaity. 

Look  well  to  our  supply  of  beef  cattle  on  the  hoof  and  salt  in  large  excess  of 
the  rations.  Encourage  drills  by  brigades  and  divisions,  and  let  tiie  recruits 
practice  at  the  targets  all  the  time. 

Newton  is  still  detained  by  sore  eyes  ;  keep  a  division  for  him.  but  in  all  else 
make  up  your  organization  to  suit  yourself  and  corps  commanders.  E.  S.  Gran- 
ger wants  a  leave — do  you  object  ?  I  suppose  lioasseau  could  do  district  and 
post  duty  both. 

Your  friend,  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding, 

General  GtBoboe  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Deparimeil  of  Cwniberland. 


Head  QUA  iiTKKS  Military  Division  of  the  Mi.ssissifpi, 

Nas/iviUe,  Tennessee,  A2>ril  11,  1864. 

Gesehal  :  Tours  of  April  S  is  received.  Sloeam's  assignment  to  Vicksburg 
Vas  made  at  Grant's  suggestion.  I  did  namB  Newton,  having  in  mind  his  en- 
gineering qualities,  but  General  Grant  feared  Newton  might  entertain  a  natural 
prejudice  against  the  negro  element  wbieli  will  hereafter  enter  so  largely  into 
the  means  of  defence  to  the  river. 

Veatch's  withdrawal  from  Purdy  makes  Forrest's  escape  from  the  trap  in  which 
he  caught  himself  easy  and  certain ;  but  if  yon  have  at  Cairo  aiiythiiig  that 
could  go  up  the  Tennessee,  and  move  inland  on  Jackson  or  Paris  even,  it  would 
disturb  Forrest  more  than  anything  Harlbut  will  do  from  Memphis.  I  take  It 
Forrest  is  now  scattered,  some  of  his  men  on  furlough,  and  at  mischief,  stealing 
horses  and  recuperating.  He  may  cross  over  the  Tennessee  into  Kentucky  or 
Tennessee,  but  I  don't  care  if  he  does.  Should  he  break  the  ridlroad  between 
this  and  Louisville  it  would  not  bother  ns,  for  we  have  vast  supplies  here ;  and 
if  he  comes  over  to  the  neighborhood  of  Pulaski  or  Cohimbia,  we  will  give  him 
more  than  he  expects. 

Aa  our  great  problem  is  to  whip  Joe  Jolmston,  we  want  a  stirplus  of  our  best 
troops  on  the  line  of  the  Tennessee.  When  that  is  done,  we  can  give  more  at- 
tention to  the  Mississippi  as  against  the  small  bands  that  threaten  it;  Surely 
there  is  now  nothing  there  that  can  touch  Memphis,  Vicksburg  or  Natchez,  and 
it  will  not  be  long  before  Banks  will  turn  against  Mobile,  when  the  confederates 
must  look  to  the  safety  of  their  own  lines  on  the  Alabama, 

Give  yoar  chief  thoughts  to  the  making  np  of  your  army  of  the  Tennessee 
and  getting  everything  necessary  to  make  the  move  from  yoifr  present  line  on 
Rome  and  the  Coosa.  You  will  have  the  longest  marches,  and  it  may  be  the  hard- 
est knocks,  but  you  have  the  elements  of  the  best  kind.  You  will  have  nine 
(9)  divisions,  averaging  from  four  to  five  thousand  (4  to  5,000,)  viz  :  Harrow's, 
Smith's  (Morgan  L.,)  Ostcrhaus'  (in  which  is  Chas.  R.  Wood,  a  magnificent 
officer,)  and  Jno.  E.  Smith,  composing  the  15th  corps,  (Logan's,)  Veatch, 
Sweeny,  and  A.J.  Smith,  under  Dodge,  and  Crocker  and  Leggett  under  Frank 
Blair. 
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I  am  toll!  tbat  Blair  will  soon  leave  Washington,  I  wrate  tim  lie  would  be 
wanted  by  April  20,  at  Cairo  ;  you  may  telegraph  him. 

You  had  better  begin  moving  up  to  Clinton  your  regimenta  and  wagons  as 
fast  as  they  accumulate  at  Cairo.  You  can  get  steamers  plenty  at  Cairo  and 
St.  Louis, 

Grant  says  he  will  bo  all  ready  April  §5,  and  when  he  moves  we  must, 
Thomas  and  Schofield  are  progressing  well  in  their  preparations. 
Your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Gommanding. 
Major  General  James  B.  McPkebson, 

Comm^Sg  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  Thintsville,  Ala. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  12,  1864. 

Dear  General:  Yours  of  March  30,  from  Natchez,  is  received,  and  I  take 
pleasure  ia  answering.  I  confess  I  fear  to  enunciate  any  plan  that  can  reconcile 
all  objections;  but  am  willing  to  say  that  I  will  use  all  my  official  power  a,nd 
influence  to  carry  out  yours  or  that  of  the  War  Department.  My  objections  to 
the  plantation  scheme  are  purely  military.  The  Mississippi  is  a  long,  weak  line, 
easily  approached  from  the  rear.  Plantations  of,  say,  three  whites  and  fifty  blacks 
to  a  mile  of  river,  can  be  broken  at  any  point  by  a  guerilla  hand  of  one  hundred 
with  perfect  impunity.     You  and  I  know  the  temper  of  the  whites  in  the  south, 

I  heard  a  young  lady  in  Canton,  educated  at  Philadelphia,  who  was  a  commu- 
nicant of  a  Christian  church,  thank  her  God  that  her  negroes,  who  had  attempted 
to  escape  into  our  linesat  Big  Black,  had  been  overtaken  by  Ross's  Texas  brigade, 
and  killed.  She  thanked  her  Gnd,  and  did  bo  in  religious  sincerity.  Now,  a 
stranger  to  the  sentiment  of  the  south  would  consider  this  unnatural,  but  it  ia 
not  on] y  natural  but  universal.  AU  the  people  of  the  south,  old  and  young, 
rich  and  poor,  educated  aud  ignorant,  unite  in  this,  that  they  will  kill,  as  vipers, 
the  whites  who  attempt  to  free  their  slaves,  and  also  the  "ungrateful  slaves"  who 
attempt  to  change  their  character  from  slave  to  free. 

Therefore,  in  making  this  change,  which  I  regard  as  a  decree  of  nature,  we 
have  to  combat  not  only  the  organized  resistance  of  the  confederate  forces,  but 
the  prejudices  of  the  entire  people  of  the  soufh.  I  would  "prefer  much  to  colonize 
the  negroes  on  lands  clearly  forfeited  to  us  by  treason,  and  for  the  government 
to  buy  or  extinguish  the  claims  of  other  and  loyal  people  in  the  districts  chosen, 
r  look  upon  the  lands  bordering  the  Mississippi,  Steele's  bayou.  Deer  creek. 
Sunflower,  Bogue  Phaliah,  Yaaoo,  &c.,  in  that  rich  alluvial  region  lying  between 
Memphis  and  vicksburg,  of  which  Haines's  Blu£f,  Yazoo  City,  and  Grenada  are 
the  key  points,  as  the  very  country  in  which  we  might  collect  the  negroes,  and 
where  they  will  find  more  good  land  already  cleared  than  in  any  district  I  kuow 
of,  and  it  would  enable  the  negroes  at  once  to  be  useful. 

If,  however,  the  government  prefer  the  "lessee"  system,  then  I  shall  favor 
the  occupation,  by  a  black  brigade,  of  Harrisonbm'g,  and  cover  as  well  as  may 
be  the  Mississippi  country  lying  between  the  Washita  and  Yazoo.  General  Slo- 
cum  will  soon  *ome  down,  and  we  believe  he  will  co-operate  with  you  with  his 
whole  heart.  Of  course,  the  possession  of  Vieksburg  is  a,  sine  qua  non.  We 
don't  want  the  task  of  taking  it  again ;  but  if  he  can  spare  troops  he  will  be 
instructed,  in  connexion  with  Natchez,  to  hold  Harrisonburg,  with  one  or  more 
gunboats  tip  the  Washita  and  Tensas, 

Steele  is  ordered  to  hold  the  line  of  Red  river,  but  I  must  have  Smith's  com- 
mand, which  I  loaned  for  but  thirty  (30)  days,  and  I  have  reason  to  know  that 
Banks  must  swing  over  against  Mobile,  so  Steele  will  have  only  his  Arkansas 
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eommaiiil,  and  that  may  be  inaufEcient;  of  this  we  caanot  judge  until  wo  know 
what  ia  already  done.  If  Shreveport  be  taken  before  these  orders  reach  Steele, 
he  may  hold  that  point ;  otherwise,  all  he  should  attempt  wonld  be  Alexandria, 
in  connexioQ  with  the  gunboats. 

We  have,  ewi-e  enough,  a  big  job  on  hand,  and  the  only  way  is  to  go  on  trusting 
to  consequences,  following  naturally  grand  results,  Lee  and  Johnston  must  be 
whipped,  and  it  should  not  be  deferred  an  hour  beyoad  the  first  possible  practi- 
cable moment, 

I  necessarily  write  in  some  haste,  hut  you  will  catch  the  drift  of  my  argument. 
With  respect,  your  friend  and  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Lobbkzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A,,  Viclishwrg,  Mississippi. 


IlKADauABTUKS  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  14,  1864. 

Dear  Genfral  :  I  send  you  a  parcel  of  papers  of  the  latest  dates  from  the 
south.  You  will  find  tliem  interesting.  One  set  of  my  former  scouts  is  just  in 
from  Memphis ;  having  come  from  Memphis,  Holly  Springs,  Pontotoc,  Aberdeen, 
Oolumbns,  Mississippi, ;  Selma  Montgomery,  Opelika,  West  Point,  and  Colum- 
bus, Georgia ;  thence  back  to  Selma,  and  up  the  rdlroad  to  Talladega,  Jack- 
sonville, and  Blue  mountain.  The  enemy  is  collecting  at  a  place  near  Centre- 
ville,  a  camp  to  which  Loriug's  division  is  to  come  from  Demopolis,  This  force 
will  be  behind  the  Ooosa,  and  is  clearly  designed  by  Johnston  to  watch  McPher- 
aon  as  he  advances  against  Rome.  Porrest  still  is  up  between  the  Tennessee 
and  the  Mississippi,  and  is  reported  to-day  crossing  the  Tennessee  at  Hamburg, 
also  attacking  Colnmbna.  I  admire  his  great  skill,  but  he  can't  do  al!  tliat.  I  am 
willing  he  should  continue  to  attack  our  forts,  and  he  may  also  cross  the  Ten- 
nesEee.  We  have  plenty  of  stores  here ;  also  we  ai-e  pushing  them  to  the  front 
as  fast  as  possible,  I  will  not  let  Forrest  draw  off  my  mind  from  the  concentra- 
tion going  on. 

Longstreet  is  represented  still  up  about  Bristol  and  Abingdon,  but  I  don't  be- 
lieve he  will  move  into  Kentucky  by  Pound  Gap — road  too  bad  and  long.  He 
may  send  some  cavaliy  in,  but  he  doesn't  probably  know  tliat  he  can't  interrupt 
our  communications ;  because  if  the  Louisville  road  is  reached  by  a  dash,  we 
are  not  disturbed ;  and  then  for  him  to  get  out  would  be  a  question. 

Al!  well  with  us,     I  await  McPherson'a  two  divisions  on  furlough,  and  A,  J, 
Smith  from  Red  river. 
Yours, 


General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  WasJdngion 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  tite  I 

Nashmlle,  Tennessee,  April  13,  1364. 
General  Thomas,  Chattanooga  : 

(Jontinre  to  send  me  reports  of  scouts  and  rebel  newspapers.  Yours  are  most 
intei-eating.  Two  (2)  of  mine  are  in  from  Memphis,  having  come  from  Holly 
Springs,  Pontotoc,  Aberdeen,  Columbus,  Selma,  Montgomery',  West  Point,  back 
to  Selma,  uptoTalladcgaandBlnemoimtain,  The  enemy  is  collecting  a  cavalry 
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force  at  Bine  mountain,  which  iaabout  twenty -five  DiileaffOmGadsdeBjOnaccount  of 
forage  which  comes  np  the  i-ailroad  from  Selmaan  d  Talladega ;  and  it  ia  believed 
that  Loring's  division  ia  ordered  to  the  aame  point  from  Demopolia.  Johnston 
doubtless  is  trying  to  make  up  a  force  to  watch  that  flank,  which  he  must  observe 
is  being  threatened  by  McPherson.  Forrest  is  reported  again  to  be  attacking 
Oolumbua,  Kentucky,  and  alao  trying  to  croaa  the  Tenneasee  near  Hamburg. 
He  seems  to  be  omnipresent,  bat  I  think  hia  cavalry  is  scattered  over  between 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Tennessee  stealing  horses  and  feeding  them.  I  would 
aa  lief  have  him  there  as  anywhere  else  now.  Newton  is  here  and  will  come 
forward  to-morrow.     Keep  a  good  division  for  him. 

Keep  on  collecting  your  command,  as  we  arraiiged,  and  unload  your  cars  as 
fast  as  possible.     I  will  push  forward  stores  as  fast  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

M.m»r  General. 


Headquarters  Mej.itary  Division  OF  thb  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  18,  1865. 

Greneral  Grant  has  made  the  following  orders : 

He  has  ordered  three  regiments  from  St.  Louis  to  Cairo,  with  which  to  re-en- 
force Padueah,  Cairo,  and  Columbus,  and  to  feel  out  to  Union  City.  TJoiou 
City  must  not  be  garrisoned,  but  simply  visited  by  scouts  and  patrols. 

As  soon  as  possible,  a  division  or  strong  brigade  of  McPheraoa's  command, 
due  from  furlough  about  the  20th  instant.  General  Greeham,  if  possible,  will 
hasten  up  the  Tennessee,  leave  its  wagons  and  incumbrances  at  Clifton,  but 
proceed  to  Savannah  and  scout  across  by  Purdy  to  the,  head  of  the  Hatchee. 

General  Slocum  has  gone  to  Vicksburg  to  assume  command  there,  and  Gen- 
eral Sturgis  has  started  this  morning  to  assume  command  of  all  the  cavalry  at 
and  near  Memphis,  with  which  he  will  sally  out  and  attack  Forrest,  wherever 
he  may  be.  General  Grierson  may  seize  all  the  horses  and  mules  in  Memphis 
to  mount  his  men,  and  be  ready  for  the  arrival  of  General  Sturgis;  and  Buck- 
land's  brigade  of  infautry  should  be  ready  to  move  out  with  the  cavalry.  Mower's 
division,  now  at  Red  river,  will  be  detained  at  Memphis  on  its  way  up  the  river, 
aad  A.  J.  Smith  will  come,  as  ordered,  up  the  Tennessee.  General  C.  0.  Wasb- 
buoie  ia  ordered  to  Memphis,  and  Genera]  Hunt  to  Columbus.  General  Hurl- 
but  will  take  post  for  the  present  at  Cairo,  and  Hicks  remain  in  command  at 
Padueah, 

All  the  troops  along  the  Mississippi  mast  a«t  with  vigor  against  any  portion 
of  the  enemy  within  reach.  Padueah,  Cairo,  Columbus,  Memphis,  Vicksburg, 
and  Natchez  must  be  held,  and  all  minor  points  exposed  should  be  evacuated. 

The  troops  at  Memphis  shouSd'act  by  land;  those  at  Vicksburg  should  oper- 
ate up  Yiizoo,  at  Yazoo  city,  and  threatening  Grenada. 

All  former  orders  will  be  modified  to  suit  this  general  plan. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

General  McPherso?),  Euntsville. 

General  Hurlbut,  Memphis. 

General  Brayman,  Cairo. 

General  SLocrni,  Vicksburg. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  19,  1S65. 
Gr.^'ebal:  I  have  read  with  interest  General  Geary's  report  and  your  iudorsc- 
meiits.     With  all  the  facts  before  me,  especially  the  complete  details  of  the  facta 
given  lij  your  scouts,  I  have  no  doubt  that  Johnston's  main  army  is  on  the 
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railroad  at  or  near  Dalton;  tha,t  it  ia  about  forty  thoiiaarid  (40,000)  strong,  ■well 
commanded,  and  in  good  order,  but  it  cannot  move  many  days'  march,  except 
along  the  line  of  that  road,  front  and  rear;  that  ho  has  a  good  force  of  cavalry, 
one  part  of  which  ia  kept  to  his  right  rear  for  food,  and  that  another  part,  aay 
four  thousand  (4,000)  men,  are  on  his  left,  over  about  the  Blue  Mountain  depot, 
for  the  same  purpose,  and  to  watch  the  assemblage  of  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, which  he  knows  threatens  his  left  flank,  and  which  has  two  good  bridges 
with  which  to  pass  the  Tennessee  at  pleasure.  This  cavalry,  with  some  infantry 
supports,  ai'e  seen  often  at  Larkins's  and  at  Decatur,  and  some  skirmishing  has 
been  carried  on  with  them,  hut  we  want  to  mask  our  force  by  the  Tennessee 
till  the  right  time.  Of  course,  then,  McPheraon  can  sweep  them  from  his  front 
as  a  cob -web. 

At  Blue  Mountain  depot  this  cavalry  gets  com,  which  is  sent  np  from  the 
line  of  the  railroad  and  Selma,  and  this   point  is  the  present  terminus  of  that 

It  ia  ten  (10)  miles  south  of  Jacksonville,  which  is  twenty-two  (22)  miles 
east  by  south  of  Gadsden,  which  is  fiill  forty-five  (45)  miles  from  Gnnteraville, 
the  nearest  point  of  the  Tennessee.  I  have  no  apprehension  of  a  raid  on  our 
right,  for  the  reason  that  the  enemy  cannot  pass  the  Tennessee,  save  at  isolated 
points,  and  then  only  in  small  parties ;  besides,  the  stream  of  troops  soon  to  come 
up  the  Tennessee  fi-om  Cairo,  and  across  to  Hnntsville,  from  Savannah  and  Clif- 
ton, will  serve  to  cover  that  flank.  Still  we  must  push  onr  measures  to  accu- 
mulate a  surplus  of  all  essentials  to  the  front,  so  that  a  temporary  interruption 
will  not  ci-ipple  us  or  delay  our  general  plans,  which  remain  unchanged. 

The  only  real  move  I  see  for  Joe  Johnston  ia  to  strike  your  line  at  his  nearest 
point,  about  Cleveland  or  Ooltewah,  hut  this  he  cannot  reach  without  first  fight- 
ing the  Ringgold  force.  I  advise  you  to  group  your  commands  so  as  to  admit 
of  easy  and  rapid  concentration  at  such  point  as  your  judgment  approves,  and 
be  careful  not  to  accumulate  stores  anywhere  but  inside  of  Chattanooga. 

The  season  is  now  mild,  and  even  surplus  tents  and  all  useless  baggage  should 
ihus  be  placed,  that  the  troops  in  camp  could  pack  up  and  move  at  the  shortest 
notice.  Study  all  means  to  save  wagons  and  transportation  at  all  events  till 
our  advance  passes  the  Coosa. 

Please  continue  as  heretofore  the  scout  reports.  I  have  two  smart  giiia 
who  have  just  come  in  from  Memphis  via  Okalona,  Columbus,  Selma,  Mont- 
gomery, West  Point,  back  to  Selma,  up  the  railroad  to  Talladega,  and  Blue 
mountain,  whence  Ihey  crossed  on  foot  by  way  of  Gadsden,  Black  river,  Will's 
creek.  Tower  creek,  and  Larkin's.  They  saw  little  or  no  infantry,  and  the  only 
cavalry  they  saw  was  at  the  Blue  mountains,  and  close  up  to  the  Tennessee 


I  am,  &c.. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
lajor  General  Commanding. 


Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Department  nf  tlie  CumherJand,  Chattanooga. 


IIeadquarters  Military  Dtvisios  of  the  Mfssissippi, 

Naahvilh,  April  19,  1865. 
General  :  I  received  a  despatch  from  General  Grant  asking  me  if  the  report 
that  Johnston  wafi  sending  off  Hardee's  corps  was  true,  I  have  answered  that 
Thomas  thinks  not.  You  know  how  easy  such  reports  get  currency.  I  have 
read  every  official  report  from  all  quarters  very  carefully,  aod  the  only  one 
which  even  hints  at  such  a  thing  is  one  from  Thomas,  the  words  of  a  deserter 
taken  down  by  the  usual  provost  marshal,  under  date  of  April  15,  that  there 
3* 
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■was  a  camp  rumor  in  JoLnston'a  camp  when  he  left  that  Hardee's  corpa  was  to 
he  sent  to  Virginia,  but  subsequent  reports  describe  minjitely  the  position  and 
strength  of  the  rebel  army  as  unchanged  since  you  left,  save  that  a  heavy 
cavalry  force  is  being  collected  near  the  Cooaa,  abreast  of  Gunteraville,  evidently 
for  the  purpose  of  watching  McPherson ;  although  I  have  daily  the  reports  of 
. thousands  and  tens  of  thousanda  marching  and  raiding  all  round  the  compass, 
yet  I  have  now  scouts  in  from  Memphis  who  bring  in  passes  and  papera  from 
Selma,  Montgomery,  West  Point,  Opelika,  and  Talladega,  and  from  them  I  learn 
that  things  remain  aa  above. 

Thomas  is  gradually  drawing  down  his  command  to  a  common  focus,  Chatta- 
nooga. Schofield  has  infantry  force  at  Bull's  Gap  and  a  small  cavalry  force 
beyond,  but  is  preparing  to  have  about  twelve  thoasand  (12,000)  infantry  near 
Hiawassee  at  the  time  appointed,  May  1,  with  his  cavalry  under  Stoneman,  re- 
mounting and  refitting  as  fast  as  possible,  near  Lexington,  Kentucky,  whence  at 
tbe  right  time  I  will  move  them  to  the  Hiawassee. 

McPherson  has  Decatur  well  fortified,  and  is  examining  tbe  river  carefully  to 
ascertain  the  best  point  to  cross  over.  He  is  still  in  doubt  whether  G-uatersville  or 
Whitesburg  be  the  place.  But  one  or  the  other  is,  and  our  bridges  at  Larhin'a 
can  on  a  short  notice  drop  down.  This  will  give  him  two  good  poiuta  of  invasion. 
I  am  doing  all  I  can  to  get  forward  the  necessary  stores,  and  more  still  to  dimin- 
ish the  useless  mouths  that  eat  up  our  subi-tance, 

I  enclose  you  two  orders  which  are  preliminary,  but  I  am  resolved,  when 
General  Grant  gives  the  word,  to  attack  Johnston  in  the  manner  I  have  heretofore 
described,  if  our  men  have  to  live  on  beef  and  salt.  They  will  do  it,  if  necessary, 
we  know.  As  )ong  as  cavalry  officers  can  let  their  horses  run  down  to  get  a 
remount  by  a  mere  requisition,  they  will  bankrupt  any  government,  Grierson 
had  seven  thousand  (7,000)  horses  when  I  made  up  the  Meridian  count,  and 
Smith  and  he  reported  the  capture  of  some  four  thousand  (4,000)  animala,  and 
yet  now  the  reason  for  not  attacking  Forrest  is,  that  he  can  only  mount  two 
(thousand  four  hundred  (S,400)  men.  Even  with  that  he  should  have  attacked 
.the  enemy  at  Somersville,  as  it  waa  then  known  Forrest  was  up  about  Paducah 
■with  a  considerable  part,  and  what  was  at  Somersville  was  of  course  only  a 

fftrt,  and  should  have  been  fought  at  ail  odds.  At  Memphis  are  Bucklaud's  full 
rigade  of  splendid  troops,  (2,000;)  three  other  white  regiments,  one  of  black 
artillery,  at  Fort  Pickering,  1,200  strong;  aboutone  thousand  (1,000)  men  floating, 
who  are  camped  in  the  fort ;  near  four  thousand  (4,000)  black  troops,  three 
thousand  (3,000)  enrolled  and  armed  militia,  and  all  Grierson'a  cavalry,  ten 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-three  (10,983)  according  to  my  last  returns, 
of  which  surely  not  over  three  thousand  (3,000)  are  on  furlough.  Out  of  this 
a  splendid  force  of  about  two  thoasand  five  hundred  (3,500)  well  mounted 
cavalry  and  four  thousand  (4,000)  iufautry  could  have  been  made  up,  and  by 
moving  to  Bolivar,  could  have  made  Forrest  come  there  to  fight  or  get  out. 

I  have  sent  Sturgis  down  to  take  command  and  whip  Forrest,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  mount  enough  men  to  seize  any  and  all  the  horses  of  Memphis,  or  wherever 
he  may  go. 

The  forces  of  Fort  Pillow  are  not  on  my  returns.  I  broke  it  up,  and  tbe  gar- 
rison was  coni posed  of  a  regiment  of  Tennesseeans,  enlisting,  aud  tour  companies 
of  blacks,  of  which  I  have  no  satisfactory  report  as  yet,  but  have  sent  for  full 
details. 

I  think  everything  hei'cabouts  is  working  as  well  as  I  can  promise,  and  if 
A.  J.  Smith  is  coming,  and  McPherson's  two  furloughed  divisions  reach  us,  I 
will  be  ready  at  tJie  drop  of  a  hat  to  cross  the  Tennessee  and  pitch  in. 

I  sent  for  the  governor  of  Kentucky,  and  he  is  well  satisfied  with  all  the  steps 
taken,  aud  undertakes  by  his  militia  and  the  troops  now  controlled  hj  Bur- 
bridge  to  catch  tbe  wandering  guerillas  aud  keep  peace  in  his  State.     But  we 
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are  independent  of  Kentucky,  for  there  are  here  now  all  the  eaaentials  for  a 
army  of  eighty  thousand  (80,000)  men  for  six  months.  Railroad  accidenta  ai 
Btill  happening,  but  as  seldom  aa  wo  could  expect. 


Genera!  John  A.  Rawt.ixs, 
Chief  of  Gen.  Grant's 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Ciplier  telegram,] 

HeaDQUARTBRS  MiLlTARV  DIVISION  OF  THE  Missrssippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  20,  1865. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant,  Washington: 

These  are  copies  of  iny  latest  despatches  from  Chattanooga  and  Knoxville  i 

[From  EnoKville.  April  19,  1865.] 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  information  this  evening  that  Longstreet's  three  divisions  of  infantry 
have  gone  east  as  far  as  Lynchburg  ;  the  last  left  Bristol  on  Wednesday,  the  13th 
instant.*  My  informant  is  a  man  who  was  employed  on  the  railroad,  and  went 
from  Bristol  to  Lynchburg  on  the  13th  and  returned  on  the  14th.  He  is 
believed  to  bo  loyal  and  truthful.  Keports  from  other  sources  also  corroborate 
this  statement.  Vaughn's  cavalry  brigade,  from  eight  hundred  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred strong,  moved,  at  about  the  same  time,  from  Kingsport  towards  North.Car- 
olina,  by  the  road  leading  up  the  Wautauga.  Thia  leaves  the  force  in  south- 
west Virginia  little  more  than  that  which  was  recently  driven  through  Poand 
Gap  by  Colonel  Gallop.  From  all  the  information  obtained  while  in  command 
here,  1  estimate  t!ie  effective  strength  of  Ifengstreet's  three  divisions  at  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  (12,600.)  General  Foster's  estimate  was  somewhat 
larger.  I  state  tiis  as  it  may  be  of  importance  to  G«nei-al  Grant  in  Virginia  at 
this  time. 

J.  M.  SCnOFIELD,  Major  General. 


[From  Chattanooga,  April  19,  1865.] 
Major  Geiieral^iiERMAN ; 

There  is  no  foundation  for  the  report  that  Johnston  is  re-enforcing  Lee. 
One  of  my  most  rehable  men  reports  as  follows :  Dalton,  April  12. — No  change 
at  Dalton.  Kesaca,  April  16.— No  change  at  Eesaca  or  Dalton,  Trains  full 
of  soldiers  going  and  coming  on  furlough.  Resaca,  April  18. — No  change  in 
Dalton.  Wash.  Johnson  and  command  left  here  for  Dalton  at  10  a.  m,  thia 
morning;  four  hundred  (400)  Florida  troops  took  their  places,  A  large  num- 
ber of  wagons,  loaded  with  crackers  at  Calhoun,  have  boon  waiting  orders  some 
few  days. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  man,  I  have  by  the  way  of  others  who  visit  Dal- 
ton at  least  once  a  week  each.  They  all  confirm  what  he  says  regarding  the 
position  of  the  enemy  there. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 
W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major  General  Commanding. 
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[Cipher  telegram.] 

Heahqdartehs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Nashuilh,  April  23,  1865. 
Geueral  McPherson,  Huntwille  : 

We  must  make  calculatioiis,  leaving  A.  J.  Smith  out.  Banks  cannot  spare 
him,  as  I  feated. 

Hurrj'  up  the  two  divisions  from  Cairo,  and  get  ready  aa  soon  aa  possihle, 
for  I  think  Grant  is  pushing  matters.  I  have  news  from  Dalton  to  the  20tii. 
A  part  of  Polk's  troops  have  arrived  there. 

We  must  not  allow  our  chief  attention  to  be  drawn  towards  Mississippi,  as 
that  is  what  the  enemy  wants. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 


[Cipher  ttlcgrain.  ] 
HBADaUABTEES  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Nashoilh,  April  23,  1865. 
General  McPherson,  HtinUmllet 

Colonel  Comatock  is  here  from  General  Grant,  and  we  may  have  to  move 

sooner  than  we  are  ready,  but  we  can  go  as  far  aa  the  Coosa.     I  will  throw  for' 

ard  provisions  enough  to  load  your  wagons,  and  they  can  be  replenished  at 


e  before  Crocker  gets  np  I  will  require  you  to  move  by  Lebanou 
and  Chattooga,  to  commnnicate  with  Thomas  at  Lafayette  and  Villanow. 
But  I  wiU  write  at  length.  If  we  move  by  May  1,  the  divisions  at  Seottsboro,' 
Larkin's,  and  Woodville  should  cro^s  at  Larkin's.  Lodge's  force  and  Garvard 
should  cross  at  Decatur  and  move  to  Guntersville,  and  a  junction  made  at  Leb- 
anon. I  do  not  propose  to  cross  the  Ooosa  till  ail  are  up,  but  we  will  gain  time 
by  a  move  in  concert  with  Grant. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquabtbrs  Armies  in  the  Tield, 

Culpeper  C.  H.,  Va.,  April  19,  1864. 

General  ;  Since  my  letter  to  you  I  have  aeen  no  reason  to-Change  any  por- 
tion of  the  general  plan  of  campaign,  if  the  enemy  remain  still  and  allow  us  to 
take  the  initiative.  Kain  has  continued  so  uninterruptedly  until  the  last  day  or 
two  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  move,  however,  before  the  S7th,  even  if  no  more 
should  fall  in  the  mean  time.  I  think  Saturday,  the  30th,  will  probably  be  the 
day  for  our. general  move. 

Colonel  Comatock,  who  will  take  this,  can  spend  a  day  with  you,  and  SW  up 
many  a  little  gap  of  information  not  given  in  any  of  my  letters. 

What  I  now  want  more  particularly  to  say  is,  that  if  the  two  main  attacks, 
yours  and  the  one  from  here,  should  promise  great  success,  the  enemy  may,  in  a 
fit  of  desperation,  abandon  one  part  of  their  line  of  defence  and  throw  their 
whole  strength  upon  a  single  army,  believing  that  a  defeat  with  one  victory  to 
sustain  them  is  better  than  a  defeat  all  along  their  line,  and  hopit%,  too,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  army,  meeting  with  no  resistance,  will  rest  perfectly  satisfied  with 
their  laurels,  having  penetrated  to  a  given  point  south,  thereby  enabling  them  to 
throw  their  force  first  upon  one  and  then  on  the  other. 
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With  the  majority  of  military  commaaders  they  might  do  this.  But  yoa 
have  had  too  much  experience  in  tvavelling  light  and  subaiating  upoa  the  coua- 
try  to  be  caught  by  any  such  ruse.  I  hope  my  experience  has  not  been  thrown 
away.  My  directions,  then,  would  be,  if  the  enemy  in  yonr  front  show  signs  of 
joining  Lee,  follow  him  up  to  the  full  extent  of  your  ability.  I  wilt  prevent 
the  concentration  of  Lee  upon  your  front  if  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  army  to 

The  army  of  the  Potomac  looks  well,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  officers  and 
men  feel  well. 

Yours,  truly, 

U.  S,  GRAJTT, 

Lieulenattt  General. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Dioisiim  of  the  Missisdppi. 


[Cipher  telegram.  J 

HEAuarARTEns  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  23,  1864. 
General  SchopibLD,  Knoxeille  : 

Colonel  Oorastock  is  here  from  General  Grant.  We  may  have  to  begin  ijuite 
as  soon  as  I  first  estimated.  May  1.  Yon  will  commence  at  once  to  break  up 
railroad  above  Bull's  Gap  and  either  bend  and  twist  the  bars  or  carry  fhem  to 
Knoxville,  and  move  down  the  infantry  force  about  the  Hiwassee.  Stonemau 
will  be  able  to  overhaul  us  before  we  will  need  the  flanking  force. 

W.T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  letter.] 
llEADtttlARTEKS  MILITARY  DiVlSlOX  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Nashville,  April  24,  1865. 
General  Thomas,  Chattanooga  : 

You  may  be  as  severe  as  possible  with  citizens  who  smuggle  themselves  into 
the  cars.  All  are  prohibited  from  going.  I  have  more  than  doubled  the  number 
of  cars  per  day.     Yesterday  we  got  off  one  hundred  and  ninety -three  cars. 

If  you  send  a  stafl"  officer  I  wili  send  you  copies  of  Greneral  Grant's  letters. 
They  embrace  the  points  of  mine.  Time  is  nearly  up,  and  you  cannot  have 
your  preparations  too  far  advanced.  For  the  first  week  out  we  will  need  but 
few  wagons. 

As  McPherson  will  not  have  A.  J.  Smith's  division,  and  some  of  his  fur- 
loughed  regiments  will  be  late,  you  had  better  make  ready  with  every  man  you 
can  take  along,  and  as  McPherson 's  detachments  come  up  your  surplus  forces 
can  be  sent  back.     I  wili  come  down  as  soon  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


HEADaUARTEBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Nashville,  April  25,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  received  your  several  despatches  and  letters  touching  the 
check  on  railroad  travel.     I  have  ordered  the  quartermaster  to  cheek  the  ten- 
dency of  our  military  railroads  sliding  into  a  punlic  convenience,  but  to  keep  it 
just  as  he  would  a  train  of  army  wagons.     Mobody  should  travel  in  the  cars 
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save  officers  aad  soldiera  under  orders  entitling  them  to  transportation.  I  left 
him  to  ease  off  by  sending  only  sneh  as  were  caught  away  from  home  hy  the 
change.  I  think  it  will  in  time  come  ont  all  right.  If  we  allow  conductors  to 
collect  money  we  know  they  will  little  by  little  pick  np  way-travellers  for  their 
own  profit.  We  have  not  the  system  of  checks  that  would  enable  ns  to  detect 
peculatioH  and  fraud.  The  officers  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  have  com- 
plained bitterly  that  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  railroad  they  were  alighted, 
and  there  were  some  grounds,  not  intentional  on .  your  part,  but  calculated  to 
raise  a  prejudice,  that  after  they  had  come  to  the  relief  of  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland they  were  denied  bread  or  any  facilities  from  the  road.  Some  even 
thought  you  shared  this  feeling,  and  had  refiised  them  even  a  passage  to  or  from 
NashviUe. 

This  resultefl  from  the  fact  that  the  conductors  and  your  guards  were  familiar 
with  your  passes,  and  were  not  with  those  of  Logan  or  other  commanders  of  that 
wing.  This  made  my  transportation  order  manifestly  just,  putting  all  depart- 
ment commanders  on  a  just  equality. 

We  have  increased  the  daily  caia  from  ahout  eighty  (80)  to  from  one  hnndred 
and  thirty  (130)  to  one  hundred  and  ninety  (190.)  If  I  can  get  the  average  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  the  road  will  supply  ua,  and  make  an  accumulation. 
I  wish  you  to  increase  the  facilities  for  throwing  stores  forward  to  Kin^old,  as 
McFherson,  Schofield,  and  you  will  have  to  draw  from  that  common  depot.  AU 
I  can  now  hope  for  is  to  get  McPherson  to  Lafayette,  or  thereabouts,  with  twenty 
(20)  days'  bread,  salt,  &c.,  from  Guntersville. 

McPherson's  two  divisions  are  not  yet  at  Cairo,  and  in  many  cases  the  fur- 
loughs were  dated  after  a  long  delay  in  the  State  waiting  for  payment,  so  that 
I  can't  even  tel!  when  they  will  be  up  to  Clifton ;  but  we  are  pushing  as  hard  as 
possible.  I  want  McPherson  to  have  thirty  thousand  (30,000)  men,  independent 
of  Garrard's  cavalry ;  but  if  we  can't  get  these  two  divisions  in  time,  his  force 
will  fall  far  short.  Aa  he  and  Schofield  cover  your  flanks,  I  want  to  make  your 
force  as  heavy  as  possible  as  far  out  as  Dalton,  Itesaca,  and  Kingston.  By  that 
time  we  will  have  a  better  knowledge  of  what  we  will  need,  and  can  trim  down 
and  send  back  such  as  should  remain  to  guard  your  rear.  The  only  danger  I 
apprehend  is  from  resident  guerillas,  and  from  Forrest  coming  from  the  direction 
of  Florence.  I  did  want  A.  J,  Smith  on  the  Tennessee,  about  Florence,  to 
giiard  against  that  danger,  but  Banks  cannot  spare  him,  and  Grant  orders  me  to 
calculate  without  him.  General  Corse  is  here  fi-om  Rexl  river.  The  battle  up 
Red  river  resulted  thus  wise  :  The  advance  cavalry,  incumbered  with  wagons, 
met  the  enemy  in  position  four  miles  from  Mansfield,  where  the  road  forks  to 
Texas.  Lee,  who  commanded  the  cavalry,  sent  back  for  supports.  A  brigade 
of  infantry  was  sent,  but  both  cavalry  and  infantry  were  driven  baek  in  disorder. 
Another  brigade  sent  forward  shared  the  same  fate,  and  the  enemy  pursuing 
struck  Franklin,  who  held  them  till  night.  Next  day  A.  J.  Smith  got  up,  and 
a  hard  fight  ensued  on  the  9th,  extending  into  night.  Our  troops  had  the  ad- 
vantage, but  in  the  night  both  armies  retired — ours  forty  miles  hack  to  Grand 
Ecore ;  and  the  enemy  discovei-ing  first  our  retrograde,  took  advantage  of  it.  So 
they  have  the  victory.  They  took  all  the  wagons  of  the  cavaliy,  over  two  hun- 
dred, (200,)  and  some  eighteen  guns,  two  of  which  were  recovered. 

Banks  was  refitting  on  the  14th  at  Grand  Ecore,  preparing  to  advance. 
Nothing  from  Steele,  who,  at  that  date,  should  have  been,  near  Shreveport,  on 
the  north  and  east  bank  of  the  river. 

I  am  quite  uneasy  about  Steele,  as  the  movement  up  Red  river  has  been  so 
slow  that  all  the  Texas  and  Louisiana  forces  are  assembled,  and  having  defeated 
Banks,  may  turn  against  Steele ;  hut  still  I  hope  Banks  will  not  pause,  hut  re- 
sume his  march,  and  prevent  Kirby  Smith  from  crossing  to  the  nortli  side  of 
B«d  river.  Our  joint  forces  are  far  superior  to  those  of  the  enemy,  and  we  have 
also  the  gunboats  and  transports  in  Bed  river. 
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The  best  fighting  was  evidently  done  by  my  troops,  and  Admiral  Porter 
■writes  me  that  A.  J.  Smith's  command  saved  Banks's  army  from  atter  rout. 
Banks  should  have  seventeen  thousand,  (17,000,)  Steele  seven  to  nine  thousand, 
(7  to  9,000,)  and  Smith  ten  thousand,  (10,000.) 

The  joint  force  of  the  enemy  is  reckoned  at  twenty-five  thousand,  (:J.5,000.) 
Grand  Ecore  is  the  river  town  of  Natchitoches,  a  little  back  from  Eed  river,  but 
on  one  of  the  roads  leading  to  Shreveport,  and  about  forty  (40)  miles  from 
Natchitoches. 

I  will  he  with  you  by  May  1. 
Truly,  yours, 

■ff.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  Genera'. 
Major  General  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

~  "   ^  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  Chattanooga. 


[ConSdoutinl.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  AfrV.  16,  1864. 

GEXESAt:  I  telegraphed  you  last  night  that  Colonel  Comstock  had  come 
from  General  Grant  with  a  letter,  that  he,  General  Grant,  would  be  ready  by  the 
27th  to  take  the  initiative,  if  in  the  mean  time  Lee  did  not,  and,  of  course,  he 
wants  me  to  act  at  the  same  time;  hut  Colonel  Oomstock  tells  me  he  does  not 
think  General  Grant  can  do  anything  till  May  2. 

Of  course  the  movement  in  Virginia  is  the  principal,  and  ours  is  secondary, 
and  must  conform.     We  must  be  as  far  ready  as  possible. 

First;  Give  Generals  Slocum  and  Washburne  orders  to  seem  most  active,  to 
hold  there  all  the  enemy  possible,  even  at  a  small  risk  to  the  river,  for  if  we  whip 
Joe  Johnston  good,  eveiything  lying  west  will  feel  the  blow. 

Second.  Do  all  that  is  within  the  power  of  mortal  to  get  up  your  two  divisions 
from  Cairo,  with  wagons,  beef  cattle,  &c.  I  will  write  to  Lieutenant  Commander 
Shirk,  United  States  navy,  to  watch  the  Tennessee,  all  that  is  possible,  to  pre- 
vent any  damage  to  our  roads  from  that  quarter. 

Third.  You  should  at  once  move  your  effective  force  of  the  15th  corps  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Larkin's,  or  wherever  you  propose  to  cross  the  Tennessee,  to 
be  ready  to  move  on  Lebanon.  Dodge's  command  should  cross  at  Decatur,  and 
brush  away  that  cavalty,  and  move  on  Guntersville  and  Lebanon.  From  Le- 
banon your  army  should  move  as  light  as  possible  by  Sammerville  or  other  good 
rout«  Wward  Lafayette  or  ViUauow,  to  communicate  with  Thomas.  From 
Lafayette  you  can  renew  your  supply  of  bread,  salt,  sugar,  and  coffee  from 
Ringgold,  to  which  point  we  have  ears.  We  are  accumulating  stores  as  fast  as 
possible  at  Chattanooga.  Ifyoncanstart  with  twenty,  days'  supply,  it  is  all  that 
I  now  expect,  I  will  explain  to  Comstock,  and  send  word  to  General  Grant 
how  important  it  is  that  we  should  have  the  two  divisions  now  at  Cairo,  and  on 
furlough,  and  have  him  correspond  by  telegraph  with  them  at  Cairo,  and  judge 
when  they  can  reach  your  right  Sank  via  Clifton. 

You  should  have  a  force  of  about  thirty  thousand,  (30,000,)  exclusive  of  Gar- 
i-ard's  cavalry,  which  will  remain  with  your  extreme  right  till  we  ate  beyond  th& 
Coosa,  when  it  must  strike  for  the  Montgomery  and  Atlanta  roads. 

I  think  I  understand  the  cavalry  force  in  front  of  Dodge;  it  is  a  detachment, 
frsm  Joe  Johnston,  sent  there  to  watch  your  operations ;  but  the  moment  you 
cross  the  Tennessee  in  force,  it  will  hasten  to  cover  Home  and  watch  Johnston'* 
left  flank  and  rear. 

The  worst  that  we  have  to  apprehend  ia,  Forrest  may  come  across  to  act 
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against  our  ligbt  flank ;  but  ttis  would  bo  prevented  if  Washburne  snd  Slocum 
tlircaten  Grenada.  I  take  it  for  granted  tbat,  unless  Banks  gets  out  of  Red 
river  and  attacks  Mobile,  (which  is  a  material  part  of  General  Grant's  plan,) 
we  will  have  to  fight  Polk's  army  as  well  as  Johnston's.  General  Corse  has 
returned.  Bauks  would  not  spare  Smith ;  indeed,  it  appears  that  Smith's 
force  is  the  real  substance  of  his  army.  He  was  whipped  near  Mansfield  and 
retreated  to  Grand  Ecore,  forty  miles,  though  Banks  claims  a  victoiy ;  but  from 
what  General  Corse  tells  me  he  might  have  made  it  a  victory  by  going  ahead, 
but  by  retreating  he  left  the  enemy  in  possession  of  wounded,  dead,  artillery, 
and  trains;  and  worse,  leaves  Steele  iu  danger.  General  Banks  writes  me  that 
all  is  well  there,  but  facts  do  not  sustain  him. 

General  Prince  will  go  to  Columbus,  and  yon  had  better  give  Washburne 
command  of  all  the  river  from  Cairo  down,  to  include  the  Memphis  district. 
Grant  thinks  him  a  man  of  action.  I  wiU  send  your  pontoon  train  down,  and  I 
think  you  had  better  have  it  at  Scottsboro',  with  orders  to  follow  as  soou  as 
facts  demonstrate  that  Johnston  will  not  fight  us  this  side  of  the  Coosa.  Until 
that  fact  is  demonstrated  we  should  be  as  little  encumbered  as  possible. 
Tours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  J.  B.  McPherson, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  Huntsville. 


[Contidentia!.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missi.ssippi, 

Nashville,   Tennessee,  April  24,  1&64. 

Ge\era1:  :  I  now  have  a  messenger  out  from  General  Grant,  which  convinces 
me  that  the  ai-my  of  the  Potomac,  from  its  shorter  lines  and  superabundant  sup- 
plies, will  be  ready  sooner  than  we;  but  let  come  what  may,  we  must  attack 
Joe  Johnston  in  position,  or  force  him  back  of  Coosa,  at  the  moment  the  initia- 
tive is  made  in  the  east.  I  prefer  that  Johnston  should  not  move  at  all,  hut 
receive  ns  on  his  present  ground.  But  I  do  not  propose  rushing  on  him  rashly 
until  I  have  in  hand  all  the  available  strength  of  your,  Thomas's,  and  Mcpher- 
son's armies. 

Supplies  are  the  chief  trouble;  hut  if  the  worst  comes  to  the  worst,  we  can 
live  on  beef  and  salt,  with  such  bread  as  our  road  ought  to  carry  for  us  to 
Ringgold. 

Of  course  there  remains  now  in  East  Tennessee  no  rebel  force  that  can  come 
down  on  our  flank  that  could  seriously  endanger  us  moving  forward  from  Chat- 
tanooga; but  I  wish  you  to  dispose  your  command  to  guard  against  that  chance. 
Destroy  a  considerable  section  of  the  railroad  above  Bull's  Gap,  bonding  and 
twisting  the  rails  ov  carrying  them  to  Knoxville, 

Iieave  Knosville  and  Loudon  well  guarded,  and  assemble  your  effective  force 
near  Charleston  on  the  Hiwassee,  prepared  by  May  1,  if  possible,  to  move  in 
concert  with  Thomas  down  by  way  of  Vamell's  station  direct  on  Dalton. 

Order  Stoneman  to  move  by  the  best  route  available  to  him  so  as  to  report 
to  you.  If  Johnston  refuses  us  battle,  this  cavalry  will  be  sent  by  way  of 
Spring  Place,  or  it  may  be  higher  up  by  the  copper  mines,  to  threaten  the  ene- 
my's right  rear. 

Order  all  your  forces  in  Kentucky  to  be  most  active,  even  to  feel  out  through 
Pound  Gap  into  the  valley  beyond.  J  have  no  apprehension  of  the  enemy  in- 
terfering with  our  lines  of  communication  iu  Kentucky,  because  we  have  here  iu 
Nashville  the  essentia!  supplies  for  six  months.  Those  in  the  western  part  of 
Kentucky  ought  to  watch  well  the  line,  and  to  arrest  all  suspicious  men  hang- 
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ing  about  wlio  have  no  honest  employment ;  precaution  may  save  ua  temporary 
annoyance.  Such  men  are  not  prisoners  of  war,  but  simply  men  held  by  ua 
rather  than  incur  the  risks  of  their  misehievons  acts. 

It  is  useless  for  us  to  expect  the  new  cavalry  from  Indiana.     We  cannot 
mount  even  the  veteran  cavalry,  which  should,  of  courae,  have  precedence. 
1  will  be  at  Chattanooga  about  May  1, 
Truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General  Commanding. 
Majnr  General  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Knoxville. 


[Confiaential.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippr, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  Ajiril  24,  1864. 

G-HNBRAL:  I  now  have,  at  the  hands  of  Colonel  Comstoek,  of  your  staff,  the 
letter  of  April  19,  and  am  aa  far  prepared  to  assume  the  offensive  as  possible. 
I  only  ask  as  much  time  as  you  think  proper,  to  enable  me  to  get  up  McPher- 
sou'b  two  divisions  from  Cairo.  Their  furloughs  will  expire  about  this  time, 
and  some  of  them  now  should  he  in  motion  for  Clifton,  whence  they  march  to 
Decatur  to  join  on  to  Dodge. 

McPherson  ia  ordered  to  assemble  the  15th  corps  near  Larkin's,  and  to  get 
Dodge  and  Blair  at  Decatur  at  the  eaiiiest  possible  moment;  and  from  these 
two  points  be  will  direct  his  forces  on  Lebanon,  Summerville,  and  Lafayette, 
where  he  will  act  against  Johnston  if  he  accept  battle  at  Dalton,  or  move  in  the 
direction  of  Rome,  if  he  give  up  Dalton,  and  fall  behind  the  Oostanaula  or  Eto- 
wah. I  see  there  is  some  risk  ia  dividing  our  forces;  but  Thomas  and  Scho- 
field will  have  forces  enough  to  cover  all  the  valley  aa  far  as  Dalton ;  and  should 
Johnston  turn  his  whole  force  against  McPherson,  the  latter  will  have  his  bridge 
at  Larkin's,  and  the  route  to  Chattanooga  via  Wills's  valley  and  the  Chattanooga 
creek;  and  if  Johnston  attempt  to  leave  Dalton,  Thomas  will  have  force  enough 
to  push  on  through  Dalton  to  Kingston,  which  would  checkmate  him.  My  own 
opinion  is,  Johnston  will  be  compelled  to  hang  to  his  railroad,  the  only  possible 
avenue  of  supply  to  his  army,  estimated  at  from  forty-five  to  sixty  thousand 
(45  to  60,000)  men. 

At  Lafayette  all  our  armies  will  be  together,  and  if  Johnston  stands  at  Dalton 
we  must  attack  him  in  position,  Thomas  feels  certfun  that  he  has  no  material 
increase  of  force,  and  that  he  has  not  sent  away  Hardee,  or  any  part  of  his  army. 
Supplies  are  the  great  question.  I  have  materially  increased  the  number  of 
cars  daily.  When  I  got  here  they  ran  from  sixty-five  (65)  to  eighty  (80)  per 
day.  Teaterday  the  report  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  (193,)  to-day 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  (134,)  and  my  estimate  is  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  (145)  per  day  will  give  ua  daily  a  day's  accumulation. 

McPherson  is  ordered  to  cany  in  .wagons  twenty  (20)  days'  supplies,  and 
rely  on  the  depot  at  Ringgold  for  the  renewal  of  his  bread  ration.  Beeves  are 
now  being  driven  to  the  front,  and  my  commissary,  Colonel  Beckwith,  seems 
fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  whole  matter. 

Our  weakest  point  wilt  be  from  the  direction  of  Decatur,  and  I  will  be  forced 
to  risk  something  from  that  quarter,  depending  on  the  fact  that  the  enemy  has 
no  force  available  with  which  to  threaten  our  communications  from  that  direction. 

Colonel  Comstoek  wUl  explain  much  that  I  cannot  commit  to  paper. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 

Lieutenant  Genera!  Grant, 

Comm'dg  Armies  of  the  United  Slates,  Cul-pepcr,  Va. 
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[Confidential.] 
IIHADaUARTERS   MiLITABY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  S4,  1S64. 
General;  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday,  at  the  hands  of  General 
Corse,  your  letter  of  April  14,  from  Grand  Ecoro,  and  was  glad  to  hear  the 
Bpeeifie  account  of  your  affairs  up  Ked  river. 

We  had  hecome  quite  anxious  from  eonfased  and  conflicting  accounts  sent  by 
the  busy  correspoa dents  who  always  exaggerate  things,  good  or  bad. 

I  was  and  am  disappointed,  as  rdo  sadly  need  that  command  of  General  A. 
J.  Smith's,  but  I  see  that  you  could  not  spare  it  at  that  moment.  I  hope  yon 
pushed  on  at  once,  as  otherwise  the  enemy  mast  surely  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  tempting  opportunity  to  fall  on  Steele. 

We  have  no  later  dates  of  any  of  our  Red  river  forces  than  those  brought 
by  General  Corse.  I  had  a  message  from  General  Grant  last  night,  and  we 
must  all  soon  pitch  in,  and,  for  weal  or  woe,  battles  must  ensue  more  bloody 
than  any  which  have  heretofore  characterized  this  war. 

I  hope  you  will  soon  finish  up  that  job,  and  turn  your  attention  to  a  more  im- 
portant work;  but  you  are  so  far  away  that  I  can  make  no  calculation  upon 
your  forces. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  serrant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAtir, 
Major  General  CommanAiTig. 
Major  General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gi'Jf,  Red  River. 


[Confidentinl.  ] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  24,  1864. 
Dear  General:  General  Corse  has  returned.  He  brought  no  letter  from 
you,  hut  gave  good  accounts  of  you  and  your  troops.  I  had  hoped,  from  the 
rapid  work  you  did  up  to  Alexandria,  that  the  whole  expedition  would  go  on  in 
like  manner.  I  want  your  command,  but  of  course  you  could  not  leave  under 
the  circumstances  by  which  yon  were  eurronnded  on  the  14th  of  Apri!.  General 
Corse  says  that  in  the  second  day's  fight  at  Pleasant  Hill  the  enemy  were  beaten 
and  were  retreating.  I  cannot  understand  why  our  army  retraced  its  steps  to 
Grrand  Ecore,  when  it  was  so  important  in  time,  in  distance,  more  especially  as 
Steele  was  known  to  be  approaching  from  the  north.  But  all  will  he  explained 
in  time.  I  have  simply  ordered  that  when  you  do  come  out  of  Red  river,  that 
Mower's  division  remain  at  Memphis,  and  yours  come  round  by  Cairo,  and  np 
the  Tenneisee  to  Clifton,  and  thence  across  to  Decatur ;  but  as  time  and  circum- 
stances may  change,  1  will  have  orders  meet  you  at  Memphis.  General  Mc- 
Pherson  now  commands  the  department,  and  all  our  attention  is  engaged  in  the 
awful  responsibilities  that  rest  on  us  here.  General  Grant  has  oi-dered  that 
Steele  command  on  Red  river,  and  he  must  order  things  according  to  the  result 
of  your  expedition.  I  was  in  hopes  it  would  have  been  made  more  rapidly,  so 
that  those  troops  could  have  taken  part  with  us  in  the  events  soon  to  transpire. 
You  will,  as  soon  as  you  can  possibly  be  spared,  come  to  Memphis,  where 
orders  will  meet  you. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  ComtnanAing. 
Brigadier  General  A.  J.  Smith, 

Vom/manding  Detachment  <m  Red  llicer. 


0.  Google 
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tCiplier,] 

CuLPEPER,  April  a.')— 11.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sfserman  ; 

Will  your  veterans  be  back  to  enable  you  to  start  on  the  second  of  May?     I 
do  not  want  to  delay  later. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 


[CipWr  telegram.] 

HEADaUARTERS  MiLlTARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

NasJiville,  April  25,  1865. 
General  Thomas,  Chattanooga: 

Genera!  Grant  telegraphs  me  to  be  ready  May  2.     Make  dispositiona  ac- 
cordingly.    Mcpherson  is  least  reacly. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  teiegram.] 

Headquarteks  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Naa7ii>iUe,  April  25,  1864. 
General  M<!Phkkso.\,  HuntsvUle: 

General  Grant  telegraphs  me  to  bo  ready  by  May  2.  We  cannot  wait  for 
the  veterans.  It  may  be  well  for  your  whole  column  to  move  from  Scotfcsboro'. 
Tliey  conld  be  moved  to  that  point  by  rail.  The  tivo  divisions  expected  ap 
from  Cairo  would  cover  that  flank  and  guard  the  roads,  or  joia  you  via  Chatta- 
nooga.    Make  every  possible  preparation. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Hbahquarters  Military  Divisio\  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  25,  1864. 
General  Schofield,  KnoxviUe  ; 

General  Grant  telegraphs  me  to  be  ready  by  May  3,  Make  preparatiouf 
accordingly.  Order  Stoneman  forward  with  all  the  cavalry  that  is  ready  ;  the 
rest  can  follow, 

W.  T.  SnERMAN. 

Mujor  General. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  27,  1864. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant,  Culpeper: 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  I  will  have  to  take  the  initiative  with  twenty  Ebon- 
Band  less  men  in  McFberson's  army  than  I  estimated,  I  intend  to  order  all 
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McPherson'a  disposable  force,  twenty  thousand,  (aO.OOO,)  and  Grarcard's  eavalry, 
five  thoosand,  (5,000,)  to  Chattanooga,  to  start  from  a  common  centre.  I  go 
forward  to-morrow. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Head«oarters  MiLrTARY  DivisroN  OF  THE  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  27, 1864. 
General  :  General  McPlieiBon  ia  now  Lere,  and  on  conaultation,  taking  into 
considei-ation  ali  the  facts  known  to  m^  of  the  strength  and  position  of  thS 
enemy,  we  have  concluded  that  McPheraon's  troopa  can  reach  tlieir  position  at 
and  near  Lafayette  more  expeditiously  by  Chattanooga  than  by  the  contem- 
plated road  by  Decatur,  Gunter's,  and  Ijebanon. 

It  ia  very  desirable  that  the  whole  army  should  be  at  and  iu  front  of  Chatta- 
nooga by  May  5th.  You  may  therefore  put  in  motion  your  cavalry  that  ia 
mounted  and  equipped,  with  the  wagona  needed  for  efficient  action,  and  the  rest 
as  faat  as  horsea  ai'e  received,  leaving,  as  heretofore  ari-anged,  your  dismounted 
men  at  Columbia  aad  aloug  the  road. 

General  Rousseau  will  aend  a  regiment  to  hold  the  road  down  as  'far  as 
Pulaski.  Enough  horses  are  now  on  hand  to  increase  your  mounted  force  to 
five  thousand  (5,000.)  With  these  I  want  you  at  Chattanooga  about  the  5th 
of  May ;  and  as  there  is  no  necessity  of  your  moving  with  Dodge,  you  can  select 
your  own  route,  and  move  by  brigades  and  regiments  as  you  please.  On  ar- 
rival at  Chattanooga,  take  position  near  the  extreme  right  of  the  whole  army. 

Genera!  McPhcrson  will  see  you  to-morrow.     These  orders  may  seem  to  you 
a  little  sudden,  but  ai'e  made  necessary  by  orders  from  General  Grant. 
I  am,  &c., 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Brigadier  General  Garrard, 

Commanding  2d  Division  Cavalry,  right  wing. 


CuLPEPER,  Va.,  Ajiril  88,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherma?j  : 

Get  your  forces  up  so  as  to  move  by  the  )5ftli  (5th)  of  May. 

D.  S.  GRAKT, 

Lieutenant  General, 


rCipher  teleKrHm.l 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Chattanooga,  Tenmisee,  April  S9,  1864. 
General  Grant  Cwlpeper,  Va.: 

I  am  here.  Thomas  ia  already  ia  position.  Schofield  will  be  by  May  2d  ; 
and  McPherson  ia  marching  for  Lafayette  via  ol*  this  place.  All  my  effective 
cavalry  is  heading  for  Dalton,  and  I  will  be  all  ready  by  May  5th.  I  will 
write  you  fully  to-night. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
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[Cipher  telegram  ] 

Hk-adquabtehs  Military  Divisio\  of  the  Mfsstssippi, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  April  89,  1864. 
General  McPherso\,  HwntsviUe,  Ala.: 

Put  everybody  in  niotioa  at  once  for  Chattanooga  by  roads  north  of  the 
Teanessee,  according  to  the  figures  we  agreed  on,  viz;  ten  thousand  of  the 
15th  corps  and  ten  thousand  of  the  16th  corps  and  Garrard's  cavalry.  I  have 
B  despateh  from  Genei'al  Grant  wanting  me  to  be  all  ready  by  May  5th  You 
know  how  I  like  to  be  on  time.  A  steamboat  has  gone  to  LM'kins'  for  the  bridges. 
Make  your  orders  for  the  two  divisions  at  Cairo  and  Olifton  as  full  as  possible, 
and  when  all  things  are  working  well,  come  up, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 
HEADIiUARTERS  MILITARY  D|V1SI0\  OF  THE  MiSfSI.SSlPPI, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  April  29,  1361, 
General  ^cmovi2.ia>,  Knoxville,  Tenn.: 

General  Grant  gives  me  to  the  5th  to  be  leady  I  will  expect  your  quota 
at  or  near.  Charleston  by, May  2d,  where  I  will  come  to  see  you  or  get  you 
to  come  here  in  person.  Keep  your  movements  from  the  press  as  much  as 
possible  Let  the  enemy  find  out  our  movements  thiough  their  own  spies,  not 
ouiB.     Thomas  is  all  i-ight  and  McPhereon  is  commg 

W  T  SHERMAN, 
Mojo?  Genera!  Commanding. 


[CiphCT  telBgmm.] 

HeakuOabters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  Apiil  29,  1864. 
General  McPheeson,  Huntsvi/ie,  Ala.: 

General  Grant  wants  me  to  be  all  ready  by  the  5th  of  Slay.  To  accomplish 
this  the  16th  corps  could  March  here  by  that  date,  but  we  woald  have  to  push 
«p  Dodge's  command  in  cars,  leaving  the  wagons  to  follow  and  overtake  them 
at  some  point  to  be  hereafter  fixed.  Therefore  order  Dodge's  march  by  roads 
that  will  carry  them  near  the  railroad.  The  cavalry  must  of  course  cotoe  all 
the  way  by  the  common  road. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Hkabquarterb  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  April  99, 1864. 
General  McPherson,  Hantmlle,  Ala.t 

I  approve  your  su^;estiott  as  to  the  evacuation  of  Decatur,  bnt  it  should  only 
he  BB  an  alternative  at  the  last  moment.     If  it  be  possible  to  get  any  of  the 
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Clifton  force  I  would  prefer  to  hoW  Decatur,  as  it  is  a  constant  threat  to  "nortli 
Alabama." 

It  is  deairalile  to  keep  tHe  rebel  cavalry  there  aa  long  as  possible,  aud  I  would 
risk  sometbing.     It  is  there  merely  to  watcb  you. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram,] 

Hkadquartkes  Military  DivrsioN  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  field,  Ohaltanooga,  April  30,  1864. 
General  Grakt,  Culpeper: 

I  have  news  from  Atlanta  24tb,  and  Dalton  27th,  Some  of  Polk's  troops  have 
arrived.  By  the  fifth  all  of  Thomas's  and  Schofield's  troops  will  he  withia  one 
march  of  Dalt^itt,  and  I  doubt  not  McPherson  will  be  ou  time.  All  things 
working  as  smoothly  as  I  could  expect. 

Eosecrana  holds  some  of  the  Memphis  dismounted  cavalry  to  guard  against 
some  Sticiet  plot  in  St.  Louis.     I  think  the  city  police  and  militia  could  attend 
to  all  such  machiiiatiims  and  leave  us  all  our  troops  at  (his  critical  time. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telugram.] 

Hbadquartees  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  May  1,  1864. 
General  Schofield,  Charleston,  Tennessee  : 

Make  all  the  preparations  for  your  command  ta  move  to  Cleveland  and  Red 
Clay.  Run  down  to  see  me  for  a  few  houi-s,  and  we  will  go  over  all  the  maps 
and  papers.  Send  orders  fur  Stoneman  and  all  your  detachments  to  follow  you, 
and  get  all  your  fighting  force  close  in  hand  to  move  via  Oleveland,  Red  Clay, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher  tekgram.] 
HEADQiFARTFRS  MILITARY  DeVISEOPJ  OP  THR  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  May  1,  1864. 
HoQ.  Jas.  Gdthrie, 

President  Louisnilh  and  Kashvtlle  Railroad,  Louisville,  Kentucky : 

I  am  aware  of  the  diminution  of  your  stock,  and  only  ask  that  you  do  all 
that  is  possible;  the  next  ten  (10)  days  will  be  the  teat.  Wehaveenoughstores 
at  Nashville,  We  prefer  veterans  to  new  troops.  Allen  might  send  some  of 
the  latter  around  by  boats  up  the  Cumberland. 

I  ask  that  yoa  do  the  best  possible  with  your  faeilitiee  to  forward  veterans, 
whose  absence  breaks  up  regiments  and  brigades.  I  thinfc  tie  emergency  would 
warrant  the  stoppage  of  all  civil  business  for  ten  (10)  days.  Every  car  and 
every  locomotive  south  of  Nashville  is  busy.  I  think  you  should  keep  your 
repdr  shops  busy  night  and  day.  The  business  of  your  road  will  double  and 
quadruple  as  the  Cumberland  falls,  and  your  road  can  well  profit  by  the  fact 
by  enlarging  iti3  capacity. 
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McCallum  is  doing  sill  that  is  possible  to  iiicreaso  the  stock,  but  the  numerous 
emashea-up  of  trains  consume  cara  and  locomotives  faster  than  he  can  get  new 

A  long  pull  and  a  strong  pull  may  carry  UB  over  this  tide ;  after  which  I 
bopc  all  will  be  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


rCipier  teiegrum,] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

2a  ihe  field,  CAaCianooga,  May  I,  1S64. 
General  GtBANT,  Gulfeper,  Virginia  : 

Schofield  is  now  at  Charleston,  and  will  move  to  Cleveland.  Thomas  will 
concentrate  at  Ringgold,  and  McPherson'e  troops  are  all  in  motion  towards 
Chattanooga,  and  by  May  5th  I  will  group  them  at  Rossville  and  Gordon's  Mills. 
The  first  move  will  be ;  Thomas,  Tunnel  Hill ;  Schofield,  Catoosa  Springs,  and 
McPerson,  Villanow.     Next  move  will  be  battle. 

I  have  Atlanta  dates  29th  of  April.  Enemy  has  a  general  idea  of  our  plans, 
and  ai'e  massing  about  Richmond  and  Dalton.  Nothing  new  in  the  papers,  ex- 
cept that  General  Polk  reports,  under  date  Demopolis,  23d  April,  that  Wirt 
Adams  had  captured  and  bnrned  a  gunboat  at  Yazoo  City,  taking  on  shore  eight 
S4-pounder  guns.     Weather  fine ;  roads  very  good. 

1  leave  John  E.  Smith's  division  at  Huntsville  and  Decatur  till  Blair  gets 
there  with  the  17th  corps,  when  I  will  bring  forward  more  men,  according  to  the 
issues  of  our  first  battle.  A  good  deal  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  is  hanging  about 
north  Alabama,  and  McPherson  is  uneasy  about  Decatur ;  but  we  must  risk 
Bomething.  1  have  removed  the  bridge  at  Larkin's,  and  will  try  and  get  one  of 
the  new  gunboats  to'patrol  the  river  from  Bridgeport  down. 

Thomas  is  here,  but  we  will  all  go  out  on  tiie  5th.  I  will  expect  further  no- 
tice from  you,  but  will  agree  to  draw  the  enemy's  fire  within  tweuty-four  hours 


of  May  5th, 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher 


Heah((L'Arti5bs  Military  Division  ok  the  Mississippi, 

In  ihe.  field,  Vhalfanooga,  May  2,  1364. 
General  McPhehson,  Huntsville,  Alabama: 

Colonel  McCallum  is  now  here.  I  have  arranged  for  him  to  bring  forward 
Sweeny's  command  of  five  thousand  (5,000)  men  from  Larkinaville,  at  eight  (8) 
a.m.,  on  Wednesday,  4th  instant,  and  Veat«h's  command  of  five  thousand  (.^OOO) 
from  Woodville  at  the  same  hour.  Let  them  be  there  accordingly.  Bring  by 
cars  one  (1)  battery  per  division  and  one  wagon  per  regiment,  if  possible ;  also, 
horses  for  field  officere;  five  (5)  days'  rations.  All  else  to  follow  by  the  road. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


CoLPEPER,  May  2,  1864—3  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee: 

Move  at  the  time  indicated  in  my  instructions;  all  will  strike  together. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieut.  General. 
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[  CipliBr  telegram.  ] 

Headhuarters  Military  Divisioiv  of  thf.  Mfssissippi, 

Itt  Ihefidd,  Chattanooga,  May  2,  1864. 
General  Grant,  Culpeper,  Virginia: 

Despatch  of  to-day  received;  all  right;  we  will  he  on  time. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher  lelegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

ill  the  field,  Chattanooga,  May  4,  1864 — 8.45  a.  m. 
General  Grajjt,  Culpeper,  Virginia  : 

Thomas  has  just  started  for  fiioggold  ;  all  hia  eommaad  will  he  there  to-night. 
Schofield  ia  at  Cleveland,  moving  down  to  Red  Clay,  acd  closing  on  Thomas's 
left.  McPherson  is  here,  and  hy  night  three  divisions  will  be  at  Rossville; 
the  other  two  will  be  there  to-morrow,  and  all  move  to  Thomas's  right. 

Thomas  will  have  forty-five  thousand  (45,000 ;}  Schofield  thirteen  thousand 
(13,000;)  MePhersoa  twenty  thousand  (20,000.) 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Cleveland,  May  4,  1S64. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  go  to  Red  Clay  this  afternoon.     Will  have  my  troops  all  there  to-moirow, 
eicept  those  from  Kenttieky,  and  will  be  ready  to  move  o»  the  morning  of  May 


6,  1S64. 


J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  tolegram,] 
HrADQUARTEHS  MlLlTAEY  DlVISjO[V  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Jw  t^e  field,  CJiatlaaooga,  May  4,  1864. 
Genera!  Thomas,  Ringgold,  Georgia; 

Dodge's  two  divisions  are  coming  in  by  the  cars.  Logan'sthtee  divisions  are 
closed  up  ou  Geary,  who  is  crossing  the  mountain  at  Whitesides,  the  Coal 
Mines,  Irenton,  and  Dug  Gap,  to  Lafayette,  there  to  join  JlcPherson. 

We  are  one  day  behind  time,  but  I  will  get  McPherson  to  Gordon's  Mills 
before  we  make  any  real  demonstration.  In  the  njean  time  get  your  troops  well 
into  position. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Ringgold,  May  4,  1S64. 
Major  General  Sherman  x 

Your  two  despatches  of  this  evening  are  received.     My  troops  are  all  in  posi- 
tion MOW,  with  the  exception  of  Geary's  division,  and  that  will  be  up  to-morpow. 
GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General. 
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[Telegram.] 

Hkadquarters  Military  DivrsioN  of  the  Missishippt, 

In  ihe  field,  Chattanooga,  May  5,  1864. 
A.  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

We  have  worked  hard  with  the  beat  talent  of  the  couctiy,  and  it  is  demon- 
strated that  the  reread  cannot  supply  the  army  and  the  people  too.  One  or 
the  other  must  i^uit,  and  the  army  don't  intend  to,  unless  Joe  Jolmaton  makes  ns. 
The  isBiiea  to  citizens  have  been  enormous,  and  the  same  weight  of  com  or  oats 
would  have  saved  thouaanda  of  the  mnlea,  whose  carcasses  now  corduroy  the 
roads,  and  which  we  need  ao  mach. 

We  have  paid  back  to  Tennessee  ten  for  one  of  provisiona  taken  in  war.  I 
will  not  change  my  orders,  and  I  beg  of  you  to  be  satisfied  that  the  clamor  is 
partly  humbug,  and  for  effect ;  and  to  test  it,  I  advise  you  to  toll  the  bearers  of 
the  appeal,  to  hurry  to  Kentucky,  and  make  up  a  caravan  of  cattle  and  wagons 
and  come  over  the  mountains  by  Cumberland  G-ap  and  Somerset,  to  relieve  their 
suffering  friends,  on  foot,  as  they  used  to  do  before  a  railroad  waa  built.  Tell 
them  they  have  no  time  to  lose.  We  can  relieve  all  actual  suffering  by  each 
company  or  regiment  giving  of  their  savings.  Every  man  who  is  willing  to  fight 
and  work  gets  a  full  ration,  and  all  who  won't  fight  or  work  should  go  away, 
and  we  offer  them  free  passage  in  the  cars. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  Commanding. 

[Cipher  telHgTam.] 
HeADi^IIARTERS  MiLlTARV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  May  6,  1864. 
General  ThoMas,  Ringgold,  Georgia  : 

1  will  he  out  to-day ;  Schofield  is  at  Red  Clay ;  McPherson's  head  of  column 
will  be  at  Gordon's  Mills  to-night ;  everything  ia  moving  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Ciplier  telegram.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Ringgold,  Ga-,  May  5,  1864 — 7j  p.  m. 
©eneral  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Telegraph  to  General  Grant  that  I  am  here,  and  we  have  advanced  our  lines 
three  (3)  miles  to-day.     McPherson  ia  one  day  behind.     I  will  attack  Tunnel 
Hill  on  Saturday,  and  in  the  mean  time  will  occupy  Johnston's  whole  attention. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher  despatch.] 
Headciuartbhs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

M  the  field,  Ringgold,  Ga.,  May  5,  1864— 7J  p.  m. 
General  McPrerson,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.: 

Am  here.  'Dhoraaa  haa  advanced  his  line  three  (3)  miles.  I  want  you  all 
up  at  Gordon's  Mills  by  to-morrow  night.  Don't  leave  Chattanooga  till  I  give 
you  full  orders.  , 

W.T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Chattanooga,  May  5,  1864. 
Major  General  Shbrmaji,  Ringgold,  Ga.: 

Despatcli  received.  Dodge's  cnnimaact,  I  presume,  is  well  down,  towards 
Gordon's  Mills  to-night.  I  have  not  heard  from  him  yet.  Harrow's  division  is 
encamped  near  Koasville.  Morgan  L.  Smith  ia  in  Lookout  valley,  and  Oaterliaus 
just  heiilnd  him. 

J.  B.  McPHEKSON, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Divisiok  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Ringgold,  Ga.,  May  S,  1864. 

Sir  ;  The  position  of  our  troops  to-morrow  night,  the  6th  instant,  will  be : 
Schofield  at  Red  Clay,  you  at  Ringgold,  and  MePherson  at  Gordon's  Mills. 

The  plan  of  action  will  be  :  Yon  move  in  force  on  Tunnel  Hill ;  secure  it  and 
threaten  Dalton  in  fi-ont,  but  do  not  attack  its  defences  until  further  orders,  un- 
less the  enemy  aasnme  the  offensive  against  either  of  our  wings,  wben  all  must 
attack  directly  in  front  towards  the  enemy's  main  army,  and  not  without  orders 
detach  to  the  relief  of  the  threatened  wing.  At  the  time  you  move  against  Tun- 
nel Hill,  MePherson  will  move  to  Ship's  Gap  and  Villanow,  and  secure  posses- 
sion of  Snake  Creek  Gap,  from  whitMi  he  will  operate  vigorously  against  the 
enemy's  flank,  ov  line  of  communications  between  Tilton  Station  and  Resaca. 
I  want  you  with  cavalry  or  infantry  to  feel  well  up  Dog  Wood  valley,  and  com- 
municate with  MePherson  at  Villanow. 

Trains  likely  to  embarrass  o 
lor's  ridge  till  we  have  o' 

I  expect  to  be  all  ready  to  move  on  Saturday,  and  wish  you  to  make  all  pre- 
parations accordingly. 
I  am,  &c., 


Major  General  Thomas, 

Comd'g  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Present. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
ajor  General  Commanding. 


HEADttUAltTEHS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

■  In  the  field,  Ringgold,  Ga.,  May  5,  1864. 
General:  The  enemy  still  lies  about  Dalton,  seemingly  on  the  defensive, 
hie  preparations  being  mostly  against  our  approach  from  the  north  and  west. 
I  wish  to  give  him  little  time  for  prepai-ations  and  to  assume  the  offensive  on 


Thomas  will  move  straight  on  Tnnnel  Hill ;  MePherson  will  move  from  Gor- 
don's mills,  via  Rncky  Spring,  to  Ship's  Gap  and  Villanow;  thence  be  will  oc- 
cupy Snake  Creek  Gap,  and  from  that  point  operate  on  the  enemy's  flank  if  in 
motion,  or  against  the  railroad  at  some  point  between  Tilton  and  Besaca. 

I  want  yon  to  keep  up  communication  with  Howard,  and  as  he  moves  toward 
Tunnel  Hill  you  move  on  Vamell's  Station,  inclining  to  your  right  so  as  to 
hold  the  road  between  Varnell's  and  Catoosa  Springs,  If  you  have  reason  to 
apprehend  encountering  a  force  superior  to  your  own,  you  can  ci'oss  the  hills  to 

Sour  right  and  make  for  Catoosa.  As  you  perceive  I  do  not  propose  to  attack 
'alton  from  the  north,  but  the  west  and  south,  therefore  the  movements  should 
continue  to  Varnell's  except  with  almost  a  certainty  of  the  case  I  make  of  a 
superior  force  there. 

Keep  your  columns  as  light  as  possible,  your  wagons  over  towards  Parker's 
Gap,  till  the  issue  of  the  first  battle  is  determined. 


0.  Google 
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Aa  soon  as  Tannel  Hill  is  secured  to  ua,  I  sliall  pause  to  give  McPliei'sou 
time  Tor  his  longer  march,  but  we  must  occupy  the  attention  of  all  the  enemy 
leat  he  turn  his  whole  force  op  McPherson,  which  must  be  preventefl.  There- 
fore on  the  sound  of  heavy  battle  always  close  up  on  Howard  and  act  accord- 
ing to  circumstances.  We  will  not  be  able  to  detach  to  McPherson's  assistance, 
hut  can  press  the  enemy  so  close  from  tbis  direction  that  he  cannot  detach  but 
a  part  of  his  eommiuid  against  him, 

I  have  reason  to  believe  Jolmstoa  has  sent  most  of  hiscavalry  to  north  Ala- 
bama ;  but  stilt  you  eliouid  guard  against  a  cavalry  sweep  on  that  flank,  which 
can  best  he  done  by  keeping  your  columns  compact. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  yonrs  trnly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN",  Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Schofield, 

Commanding  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  Red  Clay,  Georgia. 


Headquarters  Military  Diviseon  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejteld,  Ringgold,  Georgia,  May  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  enemy  still  lies  about  Dalton,  and  from  ail  appearances  is  ou  the 
defensive,  guarding  approaches  mostly  from  the  north  and  west.  He  occupies 
ia  some  force  the  range  of  bUls  known  as  the  Tunnel  Hill. 

By  to-morrow  night  our  forces  will  he  about  as  follows :  Schofield  at  Bed 
Clay;  Thomas  at  Eing^ld,  his  left  at  Catoosa  Springs,  centre  at  ilinggold,  and 
right  (Hooker)  near  Wood's  Station,  and  you  at  Gordon's  Mills. 

If  you  are  all  ready,  1  propose  on  Saturday  morning  to  move  against  the 
enemy — Thomas  directly  on  Tunnel  Hiil ;  Schofield  at  Varnell's,  and  the 
gap  between  it  and  Catoosa  Springs,  feeling  towards  Thomas.  Hooker  will 
mope  through  Nickajack  Gap  on  Trickum  and  threaten  the  road  which  runs 
from  Buzzard  EoosE  to  Suake  Creek  Gap.  As  these  are  in  progress,  I  want 
you  to  move  via  Bock  Spring  and  Tavern  road  to  the  head  of  Middle  Chickar 
mauga,  then  to  Villanow,  then  to  Snake  Creek  Gap,  secure  it,  and  fi-om  it  make 
a  bold  attack  on  the  enemy's  Sank,  or  his  railioad,  at  auy  point  between  Tilton 
and  Besaca. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  Garrard's  cavalry  will  be  at  Villauow  as  soon  as  yon,  for 
you  know  I  have  .sent  General  Corse  to  meet  him  at  Shell  Mound  and  conduct 
bim  across  the  mountain  to  Lafayette  and  to  you.  But  in  any  event  his  move- 
ment will  cover  your  right  rear,  and  enable  yon  to  leave  all  encumbrances 
either  at  Ship's  Gap  or  at  Villanow,  as  you  deem  best.  I  hope  the  enemy  will 
iight  at  Dalton,  in  which  case  he  can  have  no  force  there  that  can  interfere  with 
you ;  but  should  his  policy  be  to  fall  back  along  his  railroad,  you  will  hit  him  in 
dank.  Do  not  fail  in  that  event  to  make  the  most  of  the  opportunity  by  the 
most  vigorous  attack  possible,  as  it  may  save  us  what  we  have  most  reason  to 
apprehend,  a  slow  pursuit,  in  which  he  gains  strength  as  we  lose  it.  In  either 
event  yon  may  be  sure  the  forces  north  of  you  will  prevent  his  turning  on  yon 
alone.     In  the  event  of  hearing  the  sounds  of  heavy  battle  about  Daiton,  the 


greater  necessity  for  your  rapid  movement  on  the  railroad.  If  broker 
tent  that  would  take  them  some  days  to  repair,  yon  can  withdraw  to  Snake 
Creek  Gap  and  come  to  us,  or  await  the  development  according  to  your  judg- 
ment, or  the  information  you  may  receive. 

I  want  to  put  this  plan  ia  operation,  beginning  with  Saturday  morniug  if 


m,  with  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN,  Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  J.  B.  McPHBitsoN, 

Commanding  Army  of  ike  Tennessee. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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ICipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Diviaio^\  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Ringgold,  Georgia,  May  6,  1864 — 8|  a.m. 
Meet  one  of  my  staff  officera  at  GordoE'a  Mills  this  evening  at  sundown,     I 
will  Bend  written  orders  and  want  a  written  repl7. 

Get  your  troops  to  Gordoa'e  to  night  and  be  ready  to  move  via  Rocky  Spring 
and  the  Tavern  road  to-morrow,  I  am  not  afraid  of  yovir  not  having  wagons 
enough — I  feai-  too  many. 

I  have  just  heard  that  Steele's  trains  in  Arkansas  have  been  captured,  and  noiv 
I  hope  he  will  go  ahead. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  C 
,1  MuPhebson, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Ringgold,  Georgia,  May  6,  1864 
General  MgPherson,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 

General  :  I  have  heen  to  Catoosa  ^rings  and  have  seen  all  of  Thomas's 
command.  It  will  move  on  Tunnel  Hill  to-morrow.  Geaeral  Sehofield  will 
move  down  to  near  Varnell'e. 

I  want  yon  to-morrow  night  about  the  head  of  Middle  Chickamanga,  near  the 
word  ''Gordon,"  on  the  Tavern  road,  about  the  intersection  of  the  Giordon  Spring 
Gap  road  with  the  main  road  lying  along  the  west  base  of  Taylor's  ridge. 
Next  day  at  Villanow  and  Snake  Creek  Gap.  Hooker  to-morrow  will  be 
through  Nickajack  Gap,  about  Ttickum,  and  will  control  the  road  from  Buzaard 
Roost  to  ViDanow.  Thomas  will  have  Tunnel  Hill,  t  have  dates  from  Dal- 
ton  of  the  4th.  Johnston  is  there  expecting  our  attack  from  the  north.  Let 
me  beai-  from  you  as  often  as  possible. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  thefield,  Ringgold,  Georgia,  May  6,  1864. 
General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  has 
sent  Major  McCoy,  A.  D.  C,  to  General  Sehofield,  with  instructions  similar  in 
general  design  aa  those  given  you  under  date  of  last  night,  and  also  has  sent  Cap- 
tain Audenteid  to  General  McPherson  at  Gordon's  Mills  with  like  general  instruc- 
tions, and  that  he  wants  you  to  move  with  your  force  against  the  enemy  upon 
Tunnel  Hill  at  sunrise  on  the  7th,  (to-morrow.) 
He  will  accompany  you  during  the  operations. 
Respectfully,  yonrs, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  A.  D.  C. 
M^or  General  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Chimherland,  Ringgold,  Georgia. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ike  field,  Ringgold,  Georgia,  May  6,  1864 — 9|  p.  m. 
General  :  The  geaeral-in- chief  directs  me  to  say  that  ho  has  recjived  fiill 
and  satisfactory  replies  from  General  MePherson  and  General  Schofield,  in  an- 
swer to  hia  letters  of  instruction  ^ven  this  day  and  last  night,  and  given  Bub- 
slantially  to  you  verbally  and  otherwise  to-day.  Both  are  in  the  positions 
indicated  for  them  and  are  fally  ready  to  take  the  positions  assigned  for  them 
to-morrow,  viz :  General  MePherson  near  Ship's  Gap,  and  General  Schofield 
between  Oatooaa  Springs  and  Varnell's. 

I  am,  general,  with  much  respect,  yoars  truly, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  A.  D.  C. 
Major  General  Geo.  H,  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Ringgold,  Georgia. 


Headhuarters  Military  Divisiorv  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  7,  1864— llj  a.  m. 
Major  General  Schofield,  Near  Catoosa  Springs: 

We  are  in  possession  of  Tunnel  Hill  with  little  or  no  resistance.  I  do  not 
propose  any  more  to-day,  as  we  must  give  time  to  MePherson.  Hooker  should 
be  at  Trickum.  Let  your  men  bathe  and  rest.  If  your  cavalry  can  hold 
"Varnell's  it  is  well,  but  don't  risk  much  on  that  Bank,  The  tunnel  is  not  in- 
jured. I  will  send  you  orders  for  to-morrow  later  in  the  day.  Study  well  the 
lay  of  the  country  and  roads ;  especially  see  if  Itocky  Tace  ridge  can  be  reached 
from  your  position. 

Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  thr  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Tunnel  Hill,  May  7,  1864—2  p.  m. 
General  Schofield,  Near  Catoosa  Springs: 

Thomas  took  Tunue!  Hill  with  scarcely  any  opposition.  I  have  been  all  over  it. 
It  is  a  streng  ridge,  not  as  high  as  Taylor's,  and  looks  right  towards  the  break 
of  llocky  Face  ridge,  through  which  pass  the  rail  and  common  roads  la  this 
gorge  is  the  Buzzard  Roost,  which  is  the  place  where  Johnston  expects  to  fight  us. 
To-night  MePherson  will  be  at  Ship's  Gap,  and  next  day  should  strike  or  threaten 
the  railroad.  To-morrow  I  want  to  occupy  all  of  Johnston's  attention.  Thomas 
will  threaten  in  fi-ont.  I  want  you  to  hold  well  the  gap  towai-ds  Varnell's,  and 
reconnoitre  up  the  point  of  Kocky  Pace,  near  Lee's,  on  the  ridge  towards  Buzzard 
lioost. 

If  possible,  get  some  point  where  you  can  see  Dalton,  and  I  want  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  Johnston's  turning  on  MePherson.  Hooker  is  about 
TrickuD).  Keconnoitre  the  ridge  to-night,  and  make  a  lodgement  to-moi-row 
nioi-ning,  but  don't  be  drawn  into  a  battle. 

Yours,  &c.,  W.  T.  SHEEMAN,  ^ 

Major  General  Commanding. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


COMxMITTEE    ON   THE    CONDUCT    OP    THE   WAR. 
WemoranAum  of  movements  Jin-  May  8,  1864. 

Headquarters  Military  DivisroH  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefieU,  Tunnel  Bill,  Georgia,  May  7,  1864. 
tl  Tliomaa  to  threaten  the  Buzzard  Rooat  Pass ;  to  occupy  iu  force  tlio 
Tunnel  Hill  riilge,  the  roads  leading  from  Buzzard  Rooat  towards  Trickum  and 
Catoosa,  also  to  keep  «p  communication  with  Villanow;  the  threats  on  Buzzard 
Roost  not  to  lead  to  a  battle  unless  the  enemy  comes  out  of  his  works ;  to  get,  if 
possible,  a  small  foi-ce  on  Eockj  Face  ridge, 

Greneral  Schofield  to  occupy  the  gap  at  Lee's  and  Varaell's,  and  to  feel  from 
Lee's  along  down  Rocky  Face  to  the  enemy's  signal  station,  if  possible. 

General  McPherson  to  move  through  ViWanow  and  to  occupy  Snake  Creek 
Gap  to  its  strongest  point,  and  to  get  up  Garrard's  cavalry,  if  possible,  for  the 
next  day's  work. 

If  the  enemy  leave  Buzzard  Roost  Gap,  General  Thomas  will  follow  direct, 
and  General  Scbofield  through  Lee's  Gap  towards  Dalton,  on  the  east  aide  of 
Rocky  race  ridge,  viz.,  by  Crow's  Valley. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

ht  the  field.  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  S,  1864. 
Major  Genera]  Hallbck,  Washington,  D.  G.: 

Despatch  of  to-day  received.  Am  delighted  at  the  an'angement,  and  it  shall 
receive  my  most  hearty  concurrence.  I  will  telegraph  very  full  to  General  Canby 
to-day  at  Cairo. 

I  have  been  all  day  reconnoitring  the  mountain  range,  through  whose  gap 
the  railroad  and  common  road  pass.  By  to-night  McPherson  will  be  in  Snake 
Creek  Gap  tlireatening  Reaaca,  and  to-morrow  all  will  move  to  the  attack. 
Army  in  good  apirita  and  condition.  I  hope  Johnston  will  fight  here,  instead  of 
drawing  me  far  down  into  Georgia.  . 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


t  Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ike  field.  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  8,  1864. 
Major  General  Canby, 

Commanding  Division  ofi  West  Mississippi,  Cairo,  Illinois  : 
I  am  rejoiced  that  you  are  to  command  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  will 
heartily  concur  in  anything  that  you  may  undertake, 

A.  J.  Smith  has  his  own  division  and  the  fragments  of  two  others.  I  am  wil- 
ling you  should  have  Smith  permanently,  but  the  other  fragments  should  be 
sent  to  McPherson  aa  soon  as  you  can  spare  them.  The  garrisons  of  Columbus, 
Kentucky,  Memphis,  Tennessee,  Vicksburg  and  Natchez,  Misaissippi,  will  be 
instmcted,  through  General  McPherson,  commander  of  that  department,  to  co-opo- 
rate  in  anything  you  may  undertake. 

I  can  give  you  but  litde  information,  as  Steele's  reports  are  very  meagre,  and 
Banks  does  not  report  to  me,     Arkansas  ia  the  field  of  danger,  and  you  ah  ould 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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hasten  thereto  see  General  Steele.  His  wagona  havingheen  captured  by  the  enemy, 
he  will  need  more  ;  hut  nnless  you  have  the  control  of  the  reaources  of  Mia- 
aouri  and  Kansas,  you  may  not  be  able  to  cover  them  against  raids.  The  firm, 
poaseasion  of  Alexandria  and  Little  Eock  would  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
enemy  to  Missouri,  but  each  point  "should  be  strong  enough  to  act  offensively. 
I  would  have  no  hesitation  in  seizing  any  horses  and  mules  in  the  countiy  and 
subsisting  on  the  country,  unless  the  people  prevent  raids  and  small  guerilla 
operations.  We  must,  of  course,  provide  against  organized  armies,  but  can  hold 
the  country  people  responsible  for  the  acts  of  guerillas.  Such  towns  as  Monroe, 
Alexandria,  and  Natchitochea  should  be  held  responsible  for  attacks  on  boats  ; 
for  if  they  fire  on  boats  with  women  and  children  in,  we  can  fire  and  burn  houses 
with  women  and  children. 

At  Memphis  and  Helena  you  will  get  all  the  information  possible  of  the  state 
of  affairs  since  I  left. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 
HuADttUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  fieU,  Tunnel  Hill.  Georgia.  Sp.  m..  May  9,  1864. 
l'KA\.LECK,GMefofSfaf,  Washington,  D.  0.: 
We  have  been  fighting  all  day  against  precipices  and  mountain  gaps  to  keep 
Johnston's  army  busy,  whilst  McPnersou  could  march  to  Eesaca  to  destroy  the 
railroad  behind  him,  I  heard  from  McPherson  up  to  two  (2)  p.  m,,  when  he  was 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  railroad.  After  breaking  the  road  good,  his 
orders  are  to  retire  to  the  mouth  of  Snake  Creek  Gap,  and  be  ready  to  work  on 
Johnston's  flank  in  case  he  retreats  south.  I  will  pitch  in  again  early  in  the 
morning.  Fighting  has  been  mostly  skirmishing,  and  caaualties  small.  Mc- 
Pherson has  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  twenty-three  thousand  (33,000,)  and 
only  encountered  cavalry,  so  that  Johnston  did  not  measure  his  strength  at  all. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram,] 

Headquarters  Militahy  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Tunnel  Hill,  Ga.,  May  10,  ISGir-l  a.  m. 
Major  General  HalLbck,  Washington,  D.  G: 

I  am  starting  for  the  extreme  front  in  Buzzard  Roost  Gap,  and  make  this 
despatch  that  you  may  understand  Johnston  acts  purely  on  the  defensive.  I 
am  attacking  him  on  his  strongest  fronts,  via.,  west  and  north,  till  McPherson 
breaks  his  line  at  Resaca,  when  I  will  swing  round  through  Snake  Creek'  Gap 
and  interpose  between  him  and  Geoi^ia.  1  am  not  driving  things  too  fast,  be- 
cause I  want  two  columns  of  cavalry  that  are  rapidly  coming  np  to  rae  from  the 
rear — Stoneman  on  my  left  and  Garrard  on  my  right;  both  due  to-day.  Yes- 
terday I  pressed  hard  to  prevent  Johnston  detaching  against  McPherson,  but 
to-day  I  will  be  more  easy,  as  I  believe  McPherson  has  destroyed  Resaca,  when 
he  is  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  mouth  of  Snake  Creek  Gap  and  act  against 
Johnston's  flank  when  he  does  stai't.    All  are  in  good  condition. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
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Hradhuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  field.  Tunnel  Hill,  May  10,  1864. 

G-ENREAL:  I  think  you  are  satisfied  that  your  troops  canaot  take  Bocky 
Face  Ridge,  and  also  the  attempt  to  put  oiu'  columns  into  the  jaws  of  Buzzard 
Iloost  would  be  fatal  to  us. 

Two  plans  of  action  suggest  themselves  : 

let.  By  night  to  replace  Schofield's  present  command  by  Stoneman'a  cavalry, 
which  should  be  near  at  hand,  and  to  rapidly  move  your  entire  army,  the  men 
along  the  base  of  John's  Mountain  by  the  Mill  Creek  road  to  Snake  Greek 
Gap,  aud  join  McPherson,  while  the  wagons  are  moved  to  Villanow. .  When 
we  arejoined  to  McPherson,  to  move  from  Sngar  Valley  on  Eesaca,  interpOB- 
iiig  ourselves  between  that  place  and  Dalton.  Could  your  army  and  McPher- 
son's  surely  whip  Joe  Johnston  t 

2d.  I  cast  loose  from  the  railroad  altogether  and  move  the  whole  army  on  the 
same  objective  point,  leaving  Johnston  to  choose  his  course. 

Give  orders  for  all  your  troops  to  he  ready  with  three  days'  provisions,  and 
to  be  prepared  to  march  to-night.  I  expect  to  hear  from  McPherson  and  Seho- 
field  as  to  their  situation,  also  as  to  the  near  approach  of  Stoneman.  He  was 
at  Charleston  yesterday,  and  is  apprized  of  the  necessity  for  haste.  Do  you 
think  any  danger  to  McPherson  should  make  ub  delay  one  day  '{ 

Please  give  me  the  benefit  of  your  opinion  on  these  points. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding.  ■ 

Major  General  Thomas,  Present. 


Headuijahters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Tunnel  Hill,  Ga.,  May  10,  1864. 
General  ;  Keep  yrur  entire  command  ready  to  move  to  thia  place.  Mc- 
Pherson did  not  break  the  railroad,  although  he  reached  Eesaca,  which  he  found 
fortified  and  manned.  1  may  make  one  or  two  moves,  and  either  or  both  very 
sudden,  take  up  my  whole  command  and  move  to  Resaea,  or  leave  yon  here 
with  Stoneman's  cavalry  at  the  point  now  occupied  by  you,  to  cover  thia  nar- 
row outlet,  and  with  Thomas  to  issue  on  the  east  of  Rocky  Pace,  at  Sugar  Val- 
ley, and  interpose  between  Johnston  aud  his  base.  The  latter  I  prefer.  If 
possible,  hurry  Stoneman,  and  writjs  me  your  opinion. 
Tours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 
Major  General  Oommanding. 
Major  General  Schopikld, 

Rocky  Faee,  3[c. 


HEADQrARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thefield,  Tunnel  Hill,  May  10,  1804. 

General  :  I  propose  to  leave  hereaboula  one  (1)  of  your  corps,  say  Howard's, 
the  cavaliy  of  Colonel  McCoak,  and  the  cavalry  of  General  Stoneman,  to  keep 
up  the  feint  of  a  direct  attack  on  Dalton  through  Buzzard  Roost,  as  long  as 
possible,  and  with  all  the  remainder  of  the  three  armies  to  march  to  and  through 
Snake  Creek  Gap,  and  to  attack  the  enemy  in  force  from  that  quarter, 

You  may  at  once  commence  the  necessary  preparations,  aud  give  orders  that 
the  force  left  here  is  to  be  under  the  command  of  the  senior  officer,  who  will 
strip  bis  coounand  light,  sending  all  spare  wagons  to  Ringgold ;  that  the  cars 
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run  daily  to  thia  point  with  daily  auppliea,  tut  the  maia  stores  to  he  at  Ring- 
gold ;  that  the  cavalry  watch  well  the  paaaea  north  of  Ttinnel  Hill,  and  at  Bay's 
Gap,  and  that  ui  case  the  enemy  detect  the  diminution  of  the  force  and  attach, 
it  gradually  withdraw  in  the  direction  of  Ringgold,  but  defend  that  point  at  all 
costs ;  that  a  locomotive  and  construction  train  be  kept  here  with  ordera,  and 
prepared,  if  thia  retrograde  movement  be  made  necessary;  that  the  party  shall 
take  up  at  intervals  rails,  ao  as  to  make  a  repair  train  necessary  to  replace 
them  ;  ihis  that  the  enemy  may  not  have  the  track  to  facilitate  his  movement 
in  pursuit.  A  few  rails  should  at  once  be  removed  at  some  point  east  of  the 
tunnel  that  can  again  be  put  down  when  wo  want  it  done. 

The  pass  at  Snake  creek  is  represented  as  very  narrow.  Please  instruct  a 
division  to  be  there  to-morrow,  provided  with  axes  and  spades,  so  to  widen  the 
road  aa  to  enable  tho  passage  of  wagons ;  also  to  facilitate  the  march  of  troops 
by  roads  and  paths  outside  the  wagon  track. 

General  Stoneman  will  he  at  Varnell's  to-night,  and  by  to-morrow  night  all 
his  command  will  he  in,  so  that  we  will  calculate  all  to  go  to  Snake  Creek  and 
close  up  on  General  McPherson  during  the  day  after  to-morrow.  As  soon  as 
Genera!  Stoneman  comes,  I  will  cause  him  to  relieve  Colonel  McOook  on  tJiat 
flank,  so  that  you  may  send  him  to  replace  General  Geary  at  Ray's  road.  Let 
the  troops  move  as  much  under  cover  aa  possible;  wagons  going  round  hy  Vil- 
lanow,  and  the  troops  by  the  Mill  Creek  road.  General  Scbofield  will  either 
go  round  hy  Villanow  or  follow  General  Newton. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumhcrland. 


Hbadquabtbrs  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  ihefieU,  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  10,  1864. 

General  :  I  shall  attack  Johnston  through  Snake  Creek  Gap.  1  will  take 
your  three  infantry  divisions  along,  but  for  the  time  will  have  to  leave  General 
Stoneman  to  guard  the  point  now  occupied  by  yon,  and  to  keep  up  a  delusion 
as  long  as  posssible.  I, propose  to  leave  Generd  Howard  here  so  light  and  bo 
familiar  with  the  ground  that  Johnston  cannot  strike  him.  I  have  made  some 
orders  accordingly,  and  without  attracting  too  much  attention  yon  may  pre- 
pare to  move  ahont  the  day  after  to-morrow  by  Villanow  and  the  gap. 

It  may  he  necessary  to  start  in  the  night  to  avoid  being  seen.  G^t  all  yonr 
wagons  in  the  best  order  possible,  and  send  for  Stoneman  to  come  over  to  see 
me.     I  want  to  give  him  some  personal  instructions. 

I  regret  I  cannot,  under  the  circumstances,  relieve  General  Hovey,  because  I 
know  General  Grant  esteems  him,  and  gave  him  the  promise  of  thia  division. 
Ee  was  peculiarly  noted  in  the  affair  at  Champion  Hills,  and  had  quite  a  name 
aa  brigadier.  ^ 

I  do  not  propose  to  keep  any  supplies  here,  but  to  send  all  that  are  not  is- 
sued back  to  Kinggold,  and  if  the  enemy  are  drawn  here,  we  will  make  short 
work  of  them  at  Dalton.  I  propose  to  take  McPherson,  twenty -three  thousand 
(23,000;)  General  Thomas,  thirty  thousand,  (30,000,)  and  you  twelve  thou- 
sand, (12,000,)  with  Garrard's  cavalry  at  Villanow;  McCook  between  this  and 
Villanow,  and  General  Stoneman  north  of  the  tunnel.  On  the  contrary,  I  am 
glad  to  have  yon  at  all  times  give  me  yonr  unqualified  opinion  freely  and  fully. 

Call  in  the  regiment  at  Eed  Clay,  and  continue  the  force  at  Charleston  to 
keep  on  the  north  bank  and  guard  the  bridge.  General  Thomas  will  instruct 
the  Cleveland  garrison,  and  I  will  have  a  construction  train  mn  down  to  Var 
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ncIl'B  and  take  up  a  train  load  of  ifon,  and  run  it  iato  Chattanooga,  so  that  the 
enemy  cannot  nse  tlie  road  whilst  we  are  aotith  of  them. 

Chattanooga  cannot  be  taken  by  Johnston  with  na  on  his  heels.     I  will  risk 
that. 

1  think  all  the  chances  are  in  favor  of  the  move.     General  MePherson  is  al- 
ready there ;  General  Hooker  has  gone  in  support,  and  the  defences  of  Dalton 
will  not  avail  Johnston  if  we  interpose  hetween  him  and  Georgia.     Buzzard 
Roost  ia  as  hard  to  pass  out  as  in. 
Tours,  &c., 

W.  T.  HHERMAN,iya>r  General  Onmnanding. 

Major  General  Schofield, 

I  Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio. 

I  wisli  you  would  Lave  Stoneman  come  to  see  me  the  moment  you  can. 
He  can  bring  his  cavalry  near  you  and  send  here  for  corn. 

W.  T.  S. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield.  Tunnel  Hill,  May  10,  1864. 

General  :  The  Buzzard  Roost  Gap  is  bo  well  defined,  and  naturally  is  ao 
strong,  that  I  will  undertake  to  attack  Johnston  through  Snake  Ci-eek  Gap  in  this 
manner  t 

G-eneral  Hooker's  corps  ia  ordered  already  to  support  you ;  his  troops  will  ar- 
rive to-morrow  and  next  day,  and  will  be  iusti'ucted  to  widen  and  improve  the 
road  through  the  gap,  so  that  wagona  may  paaa  going  and  coming  and  troops 
may  march  by  paths  alongaide.  You  bad  better  do  this  at  your  end  of  the  gap 
at  once.  Another  corps  of  General  Thomas's  (Palmer's)  will  follow  and  then  Gen- 
eral Schofield's,  We  expect  all  to  be  in  motion  the  day  after  to-morrow,  and  to 
mask  the  movement  as  much  as  possible.  General  Howard  will  remain  here 
with  his  corps,  and  will  keep  up  the  feint  till  the  last  moment,  and  if  forced 
back  will  be  prepared  to  do  so,  having  sent  back  in  advance  all  his  supply 
wagons,  and  all  incumbrances.  He  will  have  a  small  division  of  cavalry  to 
watch  the  road  between  this  and  Snake  Creek  Gap,  the  same  where  General 
Geary  now  is,  and  Stoneman  with  two  brigades  of  cavalry  to  his  north  and  east. 

This  force  will  cover  us  to  the  north ;  Garrard's  newly  arrived  cavalry  will 
guard  to  the  south  and  west,  and  we  must  take  care  of  ourselves. 

Once  through  the  gap,  I  would  interpose  between  Johnston  and  Resaca,  and 
may,  if  it  can  be  done  quick,  attack  Beaacioi  Johnston.  In  the  mean  time,  mask 
your  own  force  as  much  aa  possible,  but  hold  your  own,  and  look  well  to  se- 
cure the  mountain  range  to  the  east  and  noith  A  single  peak  held  by  a  reg- 
iment becomes  a  key  to  the  whole  lange  I  v;  lah  you  to  calculate  to  have  ten 
days'  supplies,  and  to  send  youi  wagons  to  the  rear,  not  to  come  up  till  the  time 
expires,  or  you  order  them, 

I  have  a  note  from  General  Sehufirld,  who  lays  that  one  brigade  of  General 
Stoneman  got  to  Cleveland  to-day,  and  another  will  to-morrow,  so  that  we  may 
not  bo  able  to  put  our  project  in  operation  by  the  day  after  to-morrow,  but  we 
will  get  all  ready.  We  can  give  you  supplies  here.  If  yon  think  it  practicable 
you  may  order  General  Kilpatrick  to  make  a  strike  at  the  railroad.  If  John- 
ston passes  down,  can't  you  hit  him  in  flank,  or  has  he  too  many  roadtf? 
Can't  you  get  a  road  or  find  a  way  from  the  mouth  of  the  valley  across  three 
or  four  miles  north  of  Resaca?  Do  you  think  Johnston  has  yet  discovered 
the  nature  of  your  force  %  Write  me  fully. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,Jlfa>r  General  C 

Major  General  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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[Ciphei.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In,  ihejleld.  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  10,  1864. 
Major  General  UALLBnic,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General  McPherson  i-eached  Besaca  but  found  the  place  strongly  fortified  and 
guarded,  and  did  not  break  the  road.  According  to  his  instructions,  he  drew  back 
to  thed^bouche  of  the  gorge,  where  he  has  a  strong  defensive  position  and  guards 
the  only  pass  into  the  valley  of  the  Oostanaula  available  to  us.  Buzzard  Roost 
Gap,  through  which  the  railroad  passea,  is  naturally  and  artificially  too  strong 
to  be  attempted.  I  must  feign  on  Buzzard  Roost,  but  pass  through  Snake 
Creek  Gap  and  place  myself  between  Johnston  and  Resaca,  where  we  will 
have  to  fight  it  out.  I  am  making  the  preliminary  move.  Certain  that  Johnston 
can  make  no  detachments,  I  will  be  in  no  huny.  My  cavalry  is  jost  approach- 
ing from  Kentucky  and  TenneBsee,  detained  by  the  difficulty  of  getting  horses 
and  even  now  it  is  less  than  my  mitiimum. 

W.  T.  SHEtiMAN,  Major  General  Commanding. 


HEADmiARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OV  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

ht  tliejield,  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  11,  1864. 
Genfral;  I  received  by  courier,  in  the  night,  yours  of  S  and  6.30  p.  m.  of 
yesterday.  You  will  also  dmiog  the  night  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 
Yon  now  have  your  twenty -three  thousand,  (83,000,)  and  General  Hooter  is 
in  close  support,  so  that  you  can  hold  all  Joe  Johaston's  army  in  check  should  he 
abandon  Dalton.  He  can't  afford  to  abandon  Dalton,  for  he  has  fixed  it  up  so 
well  for  us,  and  he  observes  we  are  close  at  hand  waiting  for  him  to  quit.  He 
can't  afford  a  detachment  strong  enough  to  fight  you,  as  his  army  will  not  admit 
of  it. 

Strengthen  your  position,  fight  anything  that  comes,  and  thi^eaten  the  safety 
of  the  railroad  all  the  time.  But  to  tell  the  truth,  I  would  rather  lie  would  stay 
in  Dalton  two  more  days,  when  he  may  find  a  larger  party  than  he  expects  in 
an  open  field.  At  all  events  we  can  then  choose  our  ground,  and  he  will  be 
forced  to  move  out  of  his  works.  I  do  not  intend  to  pat  a  column  into  Buzzard 
Roost  Gap  at  present. 

See   that  you  are  in  easy  communication  with  me  and  all  headquarters. 
After  to-day  the  stipplies  wiU  be  at  Ringgold. 
Yours, 

TV.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  C 
Major  General  McPherson, 

'"  §■  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Sugar  Valley,  Georgia 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Trninel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  11, 1864. 
Gbneral  :  The  indications  are  that  Johnston  is  evacuating  Dalton.     In  that 
event,  Howard's  and  the  cavalry  will  pursue,  and  all  the  rest  will  follow  your 
route.     I  will  be  down  early  in  the  morning. 

Try  to  strike  him  if  possible  about  the  forks  of  the  roads. 
Hooker  must  be  with  you  now,  and  you  might  send  General  Garrard  hy  So- 
merville  to  threaten  Rome  and  that  flank,     I  will  cause  all  the  lines  to  be  felt 
at  once. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
,1  McPherson,  Sugar  Valley. 
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HEADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  tJieJteld,  near  Resaca,  May  13,  1864 — 3|  p.  m. 
General  Thomas,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland  : 

Until  I  hear  that  Joe  Johnston  is  south  of  tlie  Oostaaanla,  I  would  not  ci'oss 
at  Lay's;  we  must  first  interpose  between  Dalton  and  Resaca,  threatening  the 
latter  all  the  time,  I  want  Hooker  right  and  McPherson  left  strong  until  we 
encounter  Johnston,  who  has  not  yet  got  below  Kesaca  I  thiut.  If  he  retreat 
east  we  have  the  advantage.  I  want  the  pontoons  up  and  to  secure  the  railroad 
on  Hooker's  right.  Palmer  should  joia  oa  to  Hooker  and  Hooker  should  be 
strong. 

W.  T.  8HEEMAN, 
Major  General  QsimmandAng. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield.  Snake  Creek  Gap,  May  13,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Commanding,  §r.  .• 

I  want  the  pontoon  bridge  laid  at  the  beat  point  near  Lay'a  ferry,  near  the 
mouth  of  Lick  or  Snake  Creek.  I  enclose  a  sketch  made  to-day  by  a  seem- 
ingly intelligent  officer. 

An  soon  as  I  know  the  pontoons  have  started  down  the  road,  I  will  send  all 
the  cavalry  here  to  cross  the  bridge  and  will  order  all  of  General  Schofield's 
army  to  move  as  soon  as  it  is  demonstrated  Johnston  baa  actually  retreated. 

In  the  mean  time  turn  the  train  toward  the  mouth  of  Snake  Creek,  and  after 
an  hour's  wor^  about  daylight  we  can  discover  whether  the  rebel  army  pro- 
poses to  fight  US  or  not  at  or  near  Reeaca. 

CoBtemporaneouB  with  layipg  the  double  bridge,  I  will  order  Gai'rard  to  move 
down  to  all  the  passes  towards  Rome  to  disturb  them  in  flank. 

Please  give  the  necessary  directions  that  the  pontoon  be  carried  down  Snake 
Creek  valley  under  a  good  escort,  and  to  he  held  about  a  mile  back  of  view  till 
it  be  ordered  to  the  bank.     The  sketch  indicates  Tanner's. 

At  daylight  I  want  you  from  the  extreme  left  of  your  army  (General  Pal- 
mer's) to  swing  into  the  railroad  and  General  Hooker  hold  pretty  strong  on  his 
own  ground,  and  the  instant  my  mind  is  clear  that  Johnston  will  not  do  his 
fighting  here,  I  will  tui'n  General  Schofield.  toward  the  pontoon  at  Lay's  or 
Tanner's.     Let  your  engineer  copy  this  sketch  and  return  it. 

Send  orders  round  to  General  Howard  to  pass  down  the  valley,  keeping  bis 
main  force  down  by  the  Rome  road  and  the  cavalry  down  by  the  railroad, 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  (. 


Hkadquartgbs  Militakv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  f  eld,  Snake  Creek  Gap,  May  13,  1864. 
General  Stoneman,  Commanding  Cavalry: 

Tour  note  of  to-day  was  received ;  very  good  indeed.  Press  down  the  valley 
strong  and  communicate  with  me.  Your  messenger  will  find  me  where  there  is 
most  noise  of  artillery  or  near  Kesaca.  You  can  safely  move  on  parallel  roaHs 
by  brigades.  Let  your  packs  follow  on  the  heels  of  the  column.  Pick  up 
whatever  of  provisions  and  plunder  you  can. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Maj&r  General  Commanding. 
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Headuuartebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,  near  Reaaca,  May  13,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Genkhal  :  At  daybreak  send  a  regiment  of  infantry  towards  Dalton,  about 
three  (3)  miles  to  tte  point  near  Swamp  creek,  where  the  Home  and  Oalhoun 
roads  come  together,  and  where  General  Palmer  ia  ordered  to  send  a  regiment 
from  this  quarter.  At  the  same  time  let  a  good  staff  officer  with  a  regiment 
make  a  road  across  to  ns  from  the  head  of  your  column,  to  the  left  of  our 
present  line  of  battle,  which  you  may  eatimate  as  on  this  (the  Calhoun)  road, 
two  miles  north  of  Eesaca.  In  case  of  heavy  battle,  and  your  picket  at  the 
Swamp  creek  end  reports  no  heavy  force  of  infantry,  come  across  to  support 
General  Thomas.  In  case  you  hear  no  sounds  of  heavy  battle,  get  all  ready 
to  move  with  celerity  down  Snake  Creek  Valley  to  its  mouth,  near  which,  to- 
morrow, I  will  lay  the  double  pontoon  bridge.  I  propose  you  shall  pass  the 
Oostanaula  firat  with  your  three  diTisiona. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Schofield, 

Commandiitg  Army  of  Ohio. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

1%  the  Jield,  near  itesaea,  May  14 — 1864. 

Geivbral  :  As  I  wrote  you  last  night,  [  iatended  to  cross  the  Oostanaula, 
south  by  your  left,  but  Schofield  has  swiiug  round  so  far  to  the  north  or  left 
tJiat  time  will  be  lost. 

The  pontoons  will  be  in  an  honr  or  so  at  a  point  on  Snake  creek,  Bear  its 
month,  with  Captain  Merrill,  United  States  engineers,  in  chaise.  Send  one 
division  immediately  with  the  necessary  artillery,  to  effect  a  lodgement  on  the 
other  side,  under  direction  of  your  engineer,  and  as  the  day  devehips  send  other 
divisions  in  order,  so  aa  to  march  out  from  the  Oostanaula,  from  about  Lay's 
ferry  on  Borne,  keeping  the  right.  Ton  may  begin  the  march  at  once,  and  fol- 
low it  up  aa  fast  as  it  ia  demonstrated  that  Johnston  has  retreated  in  fact.  He 
left  nothing  at  Dalton,  and  movos  in  too  much  order  for  a  retreat.  Therefore 
be  duly  cautious,  hut  prompt  to  engage.  If  a  part  of  your  command  gets  into 
Reaaca,  withdraw  it  to  General  Thomas,  who  will  continue  to  follow  substan- 
tially the  railroad  to  Kit  ga  ton. 

A  division  of  cavalry  under  General  Corse  has  already  gone  down  along  the 
Oostanaula  to  hold  all  the  crossing  places.  I  will  send  General  Garrard  from 
Villanow,  by  Dirt  town  and  Dry  creek,  to  cross  the  Oostanaula  above  Rome. 
All  this  cavalry  will  be  on  your  nght.  Howai'd  and  Stoneman  were  last  night 
close  on  the  rear  guard,  about  Swampy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Genoi-al  MoPhersok, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tcnne-isee. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missi.sstppi, 
In  the  field,  near  Ressaca,  Ga.,  May  14,  1864— 8j  a.  m. 
General;  Tour  despatch  of  this  7  a.  m.  ia  received.      Your  position  is  a 
good  one  and  you  may  retain  it,  connecting  strong  with  General  PaJmer  or 
General  Thomas. 

I  suppose  General  Howard  will  come  on  to  your  rear  as  support,  in  conse 
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quence  of  our  line  having  swung  around  to  tiio  tight.  I  will  move  south  by  the 
right  flank.  I  have  sent  Captain  Poe  to  explain,  so  you  will  remain  as  now, 
and  General  McPherson  will  secure  a  crossing  at  Lay's  and  operate  on  the 
enemy's  line  of  retreat.     AH  well  here. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Sciiofield, 

Oommandritg  Ai-my  of  OMo. 


IIraduuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Besaca,  May  14,  1864. 
G-ENEEAL  :  By  the  flank  movement  on  Kesaea  we  have  forced  Johnston  to 
evacuate  Daiton,  and  we  are  on  his  flank  and  rear,  bnt  the  paralleliam  of  the 
valleys  and  mountains  does  not  give  us  all  the  advantage  of  an  open  countiy, 
but  1  will  press  him  all  that  is  posaihle.  Weather  fine  and  troops  in  fine 
order.     All  is  working  well  and  as  fast  as  possible. 

I  have  announced  in  orders  Mr.  Stanton's  despatch  as  to  the  victory  of 
Spottsylvania.     Let  us  keep  the  ball  rolling. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Halleck, 

Washmgton,  D.  C. 


[Cipli^c] 


HKADQUAa'rERS  Military  Division  ov  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Resaca,  May  14,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Halleck,  WasMngitm,  D.  C. 

We  have  had  hard  fighting  all  day.  Johnston  purely  on  the  defensive.  The 
place  has  small  detached  redoubts  aud  an  immense  amonnt  of  rifle  trenches.  We 
have  closed  the  enemy  well  in,  gaining  ground  slowly,  but  surely,  all  day.  The 
country  is  very  rough  and  woody.  1  will  renew  the  attack  at  all  points  to- 
mon-ow,  and  continue  till  Johnston  retreats,  and  then  shall  follow.  General 
Sweeney's  division,  16th  corps,  with  a  pontoon  train  tried  to  cross  the  Oosta- 
naula  at  Lay's  ferry,  below  Calhoun,  but  was  stoutly  opposed  by  a  heavy  force 
in  the  dense  timber,  on  the  opposite  bank.  General  Howard's  corps  followed 
tlie  enemy  down  from  Daiton,  and  his  right  now  joins  to  our  main  line,  and 
my  forces  are  all  united,  the  line  extending  from  the  Ooatanaula  above  to  below 
the  town.  General  Stoneman's  cavalry  division  is  on  the  east  of  the  river, 
and  General  Garrard's  division  of  cavaliy  is  sent  round  by  the  right  to  cross  the 
Ooatanaula  above  Rome,  if  possible,  and  break  the  raih-oad  north  of  Kingston. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbadqoaeters  Military  Divisioi\  of  tub  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Resaca,  May  14,  1864. 
General  :  Your  despatch  of  6J  p.  m.  is  received,  and  the  general -in-chief  is 
well  satisfied.     If  you  can  move  your  force  to-morrow  over  on  to  the  Coosa^ 
wattee  into  a  strong  position,  and  send  a  force  sufficient  to  break  the  railroad 
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below  Eesaj;a,  you  will  please  the  genera!  very  much.  He  says  not  to  risk 
your  coinniaiid  too  much,  nor  too  much  of  it,  hut  break  the  railroad,  good,  if  pos- 
sible, and  do  the  enemy  all  the  damage  you  can. 

L.  M.  DATTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 
Major  Genei'al  StoiVBman, 

Commanding  Cavalry, 


[Cipher,] 


HEADaOARTEKS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  -near  Resaca,  May  15,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

We  have  been  fighting  all  day,  preaaing  the  enemy,  and  gaining  substantial 
advantage  at  all  points.  We  will  strengthen  the  line  of  circ  urn  vail  ation  so  as 
to  spare  a  large  force  to  operate  across  the  Oostanania,  below  Resaca.  Two 
pontoon  bridges  are  over  at  Lay's  ferry.  The  enemy  attacked  the  brigade 
thrown  across  to  cover  the  bridge,  hut  was  handsomely  repulsed,  leaving  forty 
(40)  dead,  I  cannot  estimate  our  dead  and  wounded,  up  to  this  hour,  but  it 
will  not  falUmuch  short,  of  three  thousand,  (3,000.)  The  cars  now  run  down  to 
within  seven  (7)  miles  of  us,  and  we  have  every  facility  to  provide  for  the 
wounded. 

The  tiMOpa  fight  well,  and  everything  works  smoothly.  We  intend  to  fight 
Joe  Johnston  until  he  is  satisfied,  and  I  hope  he  will  not  attempt  to  escape ;  if 
he  does,  my  bridges  are  'down,  and  we  will  be  after  him.  The  country  is 
mountainous  and  heavily  wooded,  giving  the  party  on  the  defensive  ever)'adran- 
lage,  and  our  losses  result  mostly  from  sharpshooters  and  ambush  firing. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.  1 


Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippr, 

In  the  field,  near  Resaca,  May  16,  1864. 
G-BXERAL ;  Despatch  a  good  division  down  the  old  Rome  toad,  which  passes 
down  the  west  of  the  Oostanaula,  four  (4)  miles  west  of  this,  to  Farmer's 
bridge,  which  is  eight  (8)  miles  north  of  Rome.  There  will  be  found  General 
Garrard's  train  of  artillery,  which  he  will  leave  there  while  he  operates  against 
the  flank  of  Johnston's  retreating  army. 

Order  the  division  to  leave  its  train  to  follow  Its  corps,  and  to  cross  the  Oos- 
tanaula and  move  towards  Kingston  till  it  rejoins  its  own  corps,  whose  route  of 
maj-ch  will  be  on  Kingston.  Take  the  division  from  that  corps — say  Palmer's, 
Baird's,  or  Jeff.  Davis's — which  -vvill,  I  suppose,  be  your  right  flank  as  you 
move  south,  and  can  most  easily  effect  its  junction. 

I  want  this  division  to  move  at  once,  and  rapidly.     The  bridge  is  standing. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  Cumberland,  Present. 
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[Ciphor.] 

Headquarters  Melttarv  Division  of  the  Mississippr, 

In  the  Jitld,  Resaca,  May  16,  a.  m. 
Major  General  Hallecs,   Washington,  D.  C: 

We  are  in  posaesaioii  of  Ecsa«a.  It  is  a  strongly  fortified  position,  besides 
being  a  strong  natural  position.  We  saved  tbe  common  road  bridge,  but  the  rail- 
road bridge  is  burned.  The  railroad  is  good  to  tbis  point,  and  our  cars  will  run 
here  to-day.  Our  columns  are  now  crossing  tbe  Oostanaula — General  McPlier- 
son  at  Lay's  feri-y.  General  Thomas  here,  and  General  Schofield  about  New- 
Town. 

We  will  pursue  smartly  to  the  Etowah.  Generals  Stoneman's  and  Garrard's 
cavalry  are  trying  to  get  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  I  hope  will  succeed.  Our 
difficulties  will  increase  beyond  the  Etowah,  but  if  Johnston  will  not  figbt  us 
behind  sutfh  works  as  wo  find  here,  I  will  fight  him  on  any  open  ground  he  may 
stajid  at.     All  well  and  in  high  spiijts.     We  have  about  a  thousand  prisonei's 


apd  eight  (8)  guns. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
aior  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Resaca,  May  16,  1864. 
General  :  I  will  attend  General  Thomas's  army  to-moi-row,  and  expect  to 
he  at  or  beyond  Adaireville  to-morrow  night.  I  wish  you  to  push  somewhat,aiid 
to  be  as  near  abreast  as  possible.  I  expect  you  will  cross  Coosawattee  by  one  or 
the  other  of  the  fords  about  Field's,  and  to  move  via  Big  Spring  to,  near  the 
point  where  so  many  roads  seem  to  centre,  about  four  (4)  miles  east  of  Alex- 
andria. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Schofield, 

"  "  f  Army  of  Ohio 


Headquarters  JItlitary  Division  OF  i 

In  the  field,  Resaca,  May  16,  1S64. 

Gg\ebal:  I  will  attend  General  Thomas's  army  to-morrow,  and  hope  to 
reach  Adaireville.  You  had  better  mass  your  men  a  Jittle  in  front  of  Calhoun, 
and  when  you  know  Thom^  is  advancing  south  of  Calhoun,  keep  abreast  or  a 
little  ahead  of  him.  I  presume  you  are  all  across  the  Oostanaula:  You  may 
order  the  pontoon  train  to  take  up  the  bridges  and  follow  you  to  the  Etowah. 
General  Thomas  has  a  trestle-bridge  here,  one  pontoon,  and  one  made  on  the 
wreck  of  the  railroad  bridge,  yet  the  passage  has  been  slower  than  I  estimated. 
I  will  push  the  column  to-muiTow.  General  Hooker  is  off  to  the  left,  some- 
where, hut  not  at  New  Town. 

The  road  laid  down  ou  the  cloth  map  hy  McGuire's  and  Woodland  is  your 
true  course,  provided  the  enemy  has,  on  my  theory,  retreated  on  Alatoona, 
Bear  in  mind  that  General  Garrard's'  cavalry  is  in  your  front,  and  that  General 
Jeff.  Davis's  division  of  the  14th  corps  is  on  the  west  bank  of  tiie  Oostanaula, 
approaching  a  bridge  eight  (8)  miles  abore  Rome.  His  route  will  bring  him  by 
McGuire's  and  Woodland. 
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Be  sure  to  conimimiwite  your  position  to-morrow  ui'ght,  and  if  yoti  fire  sigual- 
;utts,  witli  live  minutes  intervals,  I  will  understand  it  as  your  head  of  column. 


General  J,  B.  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Ma'jor  Grneral  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 
HEADQUARTEaS  MlLiTARV  DlVlS10]!J  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

7m  the  field,  Resaca,  May  17,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  WasTiitigton,  D.  G.: 

Get  Captain  Merrill's  map  at  the  chief  engineer's  office,  ,is  I  use  it  in  my  de- 
spatches. 

General  McPherson  is  all  across  the  Oostanaula,  at  Lay's  feriy,  aiid  is  ont 
ahreaat  of  Calhoun. 

General  Thomas  is  across  here,  where  we  have  improvised  three  (3)  bridges, 
and  General  Schofleld  has  passed  the  Conoasauga  at  File's  ferry,  and  will  pass 
the  Cooaawattee  near  Field's.  To-night  I  propose  my  three  heads  of  columns 
to  be  abreast  of  Adairsville.  Johnston  will  be  compelled  to  fight  on  this  side 
of  the  Etowah,  or  be  forced  to  divide  bis  army,  or  give  up  either  Rome  or  Alar 
toona.  If  he  attempts  to  hold  both,  I  will  break  the  line  at  Kingston.  If  he 
concentrates  at  Kingston,  I  will  break  his  railroads,  right  and  left,  and  will  fight 
him  square  in  front.  My  belief  is  he  wiU  abandon  Kingston  and  Kome,  and 
retire  on  Alatoona,  beyond  the  Etowah,  in  which  case  I  will  fix  up  my  roads  to 
Kingston,  and  then  determine  in  what  manner  to  advance  beyond  the  Etowah. 
It  will  take  five  days  to  repair  the  raih'oad  bridge  here.  We  are  abundantly 
.supplied,  and  our  animals  are  improving  on  the  grass  and  grahi  fields,  which 
now  afford  good  pasture. 

I  start  in  person  now  for  Adairsville.  I  think  everything  has  progressed  and 
is  progressing  as  favorably  as  we  could  expect,  but  I  know  we  must  have  one 
or  more  bloody  battles  such  as  have  characterized  General  Grant's  terrific  strug- 
gles. Johnston  has  Hardee's,  Hood's,  and  Polk's  corps,  with  irregalars  and 
militia  on  his  lines  of  communication. 

Hip  cavalry  outnumbers  ours,  but  acts  on  the  defensive. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


HfiADIiKAKTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejleld,  near  Adairsville,  May  17,  1864. 
General:  It  is  probable,  on  reaching  Adairsville  in  the  early  morning,  we 
will  find  the  enemy  has  retreated,  via  Cassville.  If  such  be  the  case,  I  want 
you  to  put  your  head  of  column  after  him  as  far  as  Cassville,  when  I  will  de- 
termine whether  to  continue  the  pursuit  as  far  aa  Oartersville,  or  let  him  go.  I 
prefer  he  should  divide  between  Kome  and  Cartersville,  in  which  event  you  will 
march  directly  on  Kingston.'  I  will  be  with  you  in  the  morning,  and  only  men- 
tion thesepoints  that  you  may  instruct  your  leading  division.  I  wish  you  would 
put  one  of  your  boldest  division  commanders  to  lead  to-morrow,  and  explain  to 
him  that  General  McPherson  is  close  on  his  right,  and  General  Schofield  on  his 
kft,  and  that  two  heavy  columns  of  cavalry,  GaiTard's  and  Stoneman's,  have 
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orders  to  striko  the  road ;  the  one  between  Kingaton  and  Kome,  and  the  other 
between  Kingston  and  Carteraville. 

Instead  of  akirmishing  only  with  the  rear  guard,  it  shouldbe  attacked  promptly 
by  his  whole  division,  deployed  in  whole  or  part,  according  to  the  ground,  but 
it  should  be  preceeded  by  the  nsual  skirmish  line. 

A  real  battle  to-morrow  might  save  us  much  work  at  a  later  period. 
Yours,   &e., 

_W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  C'ommandmg. 
I\Iajor  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  and  Department  of  Cumberland. 


Heaouuabtehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Adatrsville,  eoening.  May  17,  1864, 
Gbnbral:  I  send  my  aid,  Captain  Audenreid,  to  you,  who  will  tell  you  all 
you  wish  to  know.  I  fear  you  have  got  your  cavalry  too  fer  east  to  do  much 
good  at  this  time.  Instead  of  going  up  the  Selahqnat,  the  Pine  Log  would  have 
been  bettei'.  I  want  you  to-morrow  night  to  Btrike  the  enemy  in  flank,  between 
Cassville  and  Cartersville,  or  Etowah  bridge,  (railroad;)  a  small  section  of  tlie 
road  should  be  broken,  enough  to  take  a  couple  of  days  to  mend. 

It  is  also  important  that  yon  should  measure  your  fighting  qualities  witli  the 
enemy's  cavalry  about  Cassville.  I  am  sure  you  can  beat  them,  but  it  should  be 
done  suddenly,  so  as  to  produce  a  salutary  effect,  and  be  a  moral  force  to  you 
in  after  operations.  If  you  heed  it,  G-eneral  Schofield  will  give  you  3IcOuok's 
cavalry,  but  whatever  is  done  should  bo  done  to-mon-ow. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
MajorGencrai  Sto\kma^, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 


Headuuahters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississrppi, 

In  the  field,  evening,  May  17,  1864. 
Gengkal:  Captain  Poe  is  here,  and  has  explained  your  difficulties.  I  want 
your  head  of  column  up  at  the  intersection  of  the  roads,  about  four  (4)  miles  east 
of  Adairaville,  as  early  as  possible,  always  with  the  standing  order,  that  if  you 
heai'  the  sounds  of  serious  battle  you  turn  toward  it ;  otherwise,  shape  your  course 
towards  Kingston. 

General  Thomas's  head  of  coJumu  is  against  a  pretty  stubborn  rear  guard, 
which  fights  at  every  point,  and  as  he  can  present  nothing  but  a  head  of  column, 
the  enemy  delays  ue,  and  saves  the  time  he  needs  to  remove  his  stores  and  army. 
It  may  be  to-morrow  I  will  turn  your  column  to  Cassville,  and  the  railroad  due 
south  of  Cassville,  with  a  view  to  strike  the  flank  of  a  retreating  army;  but  uules!^ 
you  get  such  orders  from  me,  incline  towards  Kingston  with  your  iufantiy,  but 
send  McGook's  cavalry  to  Cassville  and  the  railroad,  giving  him  always  your 
bead  of  infantry  as  a  point  d'appui  in  case  he  encounters  a  very  superior  force ; 
but  tell  McCook  that  it  is  all-important  to  the  cavalry  arm  to  impress  the  enemy 
with  a  fear  of  him,  as  it  will  be  an  clement  of  strength  in  our  future  operations. 
Kingston  is  our  prcBcnt  objective  point,  and  from  there  I  will  make  new  dis- 
positions. 

Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Schofif.lu, 

CommaKdiiig  Army  of  Ohio . 


0.  Google 


eepoet  of  major  general  snekman.       67 

Headquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Adairsmlle,  May  17,  1S64— 12  m. 
General  McPherson,  Commanding  Army  of  ike  Tennessee  : 

Oome  via  Adairsvillfi,  but  try  and  keep  on  some  toad  west  of  tlie  railroad. 
Tliia  road  now  is  almost  blocked  witb  men,  wagons,  &c.  I  am  not  surprised 
that  yon  were  in  doubt  whether  we  were  in  battle  or  ekirmish.  Our  troops  will 
fire  away  so  much  powder;  but  it  was  pretty  smart  skirmishing,  and  has  cost 
11S  over  a  hundred  wounded,  though  I  still  believe  it  was  a  rear  guard  covering 
the  movement  of  trains. 
Tours,  &c,, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandi7ig . 


Headciuartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  thefidd,  near  Adairaville,  May  17,  1864 — 6J  p.  m. 
General  McPherso^J,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Direct  your  march  early  to-morrow  to  Adairsville,  and  order  Garrard  and  the 
cavalry  of  Colonel  Murray  to  make  a  dash  on  tlie  railroad  between  Home  and 
Kingston  (if  not  already  done)  to-ttiglit. 

General  Stoneman  is  on  the  other  flank,  and  will  attempt  to  break  the  road 
between  Kingston  and  Etowah  bridge.  If  not  done  to-uight  there  will  be  no 
use  of  doing  it  at  all,  as  I  take  it  the  enemy  is  trying  to  make  time  to  save  his 
material  from  his  army  and  from  Kome.  I  take  it  for  granted  General  Garrard 
is  near  vou.     We  wont  go  into  Adairsville  to-night. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Ciplier.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Adairsaille,  Georgia,  May  18,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Wasliington,  D.  C: 

Johnston  passed  last  night  here.  We  overtook  him  at  sundown  yesterday, 
and  skirmished  heavily  with  his  rear  till  dark.  In  the  morning  he  waa  gone, 
a]id  we  are  after  him.  By  to-night  all  the  heads  of  column  wilt  be  near  Kings- 
ton, whither  Johnston  is  moving.  Whether  ho  proposes  to  fight  there  or  not 
we  cannot  tell,  but  to-morrow  will  know,  for  I  propose  to  attack  him  wherever 
he  may  he.     Our  cavalry  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  breaking  the  railroad  to  his 

I  now  have  four  heads  of  column,  all  directed  on  Kingston,  with  orders  to  be 
within  four  miles  by  night.  Weather  fine,  roads  good,  and  the  country  more 
open  and  Ices  mountainous. 

W,  T.  SHERMAX, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  3J  miles  from  Kingston,  May  IS,  1864—10^  p.  m. 
General  :  Tours  of  1  p.  m.  is  at  hand.     I  was  in  hopes  you  would  be  fur- 
ther ahead  hy  to-uight,  hut  the  roads  are  not  si  "    '   ' 
on  Kingston,  and  we  must  approach  the  game  a 
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All  the  signs  contmue  of  Johnston's  having  retreated  on  Kingston,  nnd  why 
he  should  lead  to  Kingston  if  he  designs  to  cover  his  trains  to  Cartei-sville  I  do 
not  see,  but  it  is  probable  he  has  sent  to  Alatoona  all  be  can  by  cars,  and  his 
wagons  are  escaping  south  of  the  Etowah  by  the  bridge  and  fords  near  Kings- 
ton.    In  any  hypothesis  onr  plan  is  right. 

All  of  General  Thomas's  command  will  follow  his  trail  straight;  let  it  lead  to 
the  fords  or  towards  Alatoona.  You  must  shape  your  course  to  support  General 
Hooker  aad  etrike  the  line  of  raOway  to  his  left.  As  soon  as  you  can  march 
in  the  morniog,  get  up  to  General  Hooker  and  act  according  to  the  develop- 
ments. If  we  can  bring  Johnston  to  battle  this  side  of  Etowah  we  must  do  it, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  beginning  battle  with  but  a  part  of  our  forces.  If  you 
hear  tlie  sounds  of  battle,  direct  your  course  so  as  to  come  up  to  the  left:  of 
General  Thomas's  troops.  If  Johnston  has  got  beyond  Etowah,  we  ivill  take 
two  days  to  pick  up  fragments  from  Rome  to  Etow^.  You  will,  in  that  event, 
still  bear  to  the  left  and  help  General  Stoneman,  who  should  now  be  on  the 
railroad  somewhere  between  Caasvillo  and  Cartorsville.  I  will  be  at  Kingston. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  ComTnaiidtag. 

General  ScaoFrELO, 

Army  of  the  Ohio,  Montilhr's  lilU. 


HBADaUARTBRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  Oie field,  mar  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  18,  1864—105  P-  ^■ 
Genekal  :  Early  in  the  morning  drop  your  wagons  under  escort,  and  move 
your  entii-e  command  ready  to  deploy  forward  for  battle  on  Kingston,  aud  it 
may  be  to  one  or  more  of  the  crossing- pi  aces  of  the  Etowah  near  that  place. 
General  Thomas  will  continue  to  follow  the  broad,  well-marked  trail  of  John* 
ston's  anny,  and  you  must  act  on  his  right,  according  to  our  general  plan. 
Johnston  may  get  his  wagons  across  Etowah,  and  fight  us  this  side,  trying  to 
fall  on  one  or  other  of  our  columns.  General  Hooker  is  now  within  three  miles 
of  CaBSville,  and  General  Schofield  is  to  his  roar,  with  orders  to  come  up  on  his 
left.  Until  we  ascertain  the  course  of  the  enemy  aft:er  reaching  Kingston,  we  . 
cannot  do  better.  The  rear  of  Johnston's  infantry  could  not  have  reached 
Kingslfln  before  one  (1)  p.  m.  to-day. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
.  General  McPhersox, 

?■  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on,  Barjisley  Creek. 


HEADtiUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

la  the  field,  near  Kingstoii,  May  18,  1864 — lOJ  p.  m. 
General;  Until  we  know  exactly  the  course  taken  by  Johnston  from  Kings- 
ton, I  cannot  make  oi-ders  more  exact  than  those  already  existing.  Tou  ai'e 
now  on  the  plain,  well-marked  trail  of  the  enemy.  You  will  early  in  the  morn- 
ing i-enew  the  pureuit,  following  this  trail  till  it  leads  beyond  the  Etowah  or 
gets  to  the  eastward  of  Cassville,  when  yon  will  relinquish  pursuit  unless  other- 
wise ordered.  Genei-a!  Schofield  now  is  behind  General  Hooker,  and  is  ordered 
early  in  the  morning  to  close  up  and  come  up  on  his  left.  Let  all  your  troops 
be  in  advance  of  all  wagons,  save  ambulances  and  a  moderate  number  of  am- 
munition wagons,  and  order  the  enemy  to  be  attacked  if  found.      General 
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Mcpherson  should  now  be  at  Wcodland,  and  Genera!  Hooker  about  Two  Eun 
creek,  and  can  easily  join  you  at  Kingston  by  eight  (8)  or  nine  (9)  a.  m.  I 
hope  Generals  Gairard  and  Stoneman  have  done  good  work  to-day,  I  will  at- 
tend yonr  column  to-mon-ow.  Order  np  the  pontoons,  and  ascertain  the  wliere- 
nbonts  of  General  Jeff.  0.  Davis  as  soon  as  possible. 
Tours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Majoi-  General  Commanding 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumber  J  and.  Present. 


HEADQUARTEIiS  ^^IeLITARY  DiVISlOJI  Oi'  THK  MrSSlSSJFFI, 

In  the  field,  near  Kingston,  May  18,  ]864— 12  M. 
General;  I  de  patched  a  courier  to  you  at  lOJ,  ordering  yoa  early  in  the 
morning  to  nio>e  on  Kjng''ton  to  which  point  General  Thomas  will  also  move, 
and  where  I  will  meet  you  I  now  have  General  Garrard's  report,  and  hope 
he  is  right  in  hii  conclusion  thtt  many  locomotives  and  care  are  west  of  the 
break  in  the  raiiro  id  Let  General  Garrard  send  a  detachment  of  about  one 
hundred  (100)  men  to  Eomp,  and  to  hunt  up  General  Jeff.  Davis;  also,  in 
case  of  Rome  being  in  our  po^sPS1lon  or  evacuated,  to  scour  the  country  west  of 
Barnaley's  ci-eek  as  far  as  Oostananla  for  priaonera,  deserters,  wagons,  horses,  &e. 

•Let  General  Gatrard  mth  all  his  cavalry,  a  section  of  gana,  but  no  wagons, 
move  at  the  same  lime  with  you  on  the  point  of  Etowah  river  about  two  (2) 
miles  west  of  Kingston,  just  below  the  mouth  of  Oonnasene  creek,  where  a  bridge 
or  feiTy  is  represented ;  then  in  suoeessiou  the  other  bridges  and  ferries  supposed 
to  be  south  of  Kingston,  and  as  far  east  as  the  road  leading  from  the  Saltpetre 
cave  to  Euharlce  mill,  and  as  much  further  as  he  thinks  he  can  achieve  anytning, 
trying  at  all  those  points  to  make  captures  and  boats  if  possible.  He  may  count 
on  our  attacking  Kingston,  if  not  already  abandoned,  as  also  Cassville  and  its 
railroad  station. 

General  Stoneman  should  to-day  have  atrack  the  same  railroad  near  Carters- 
ville,  by  which  we  cannot  fail  to  make  many  captures  of  men  and  material 


Tell  General  Gan-ard  to  ride  hard  and  do  much  to-morrow,  with  the  promise 
of  a  two  days'  rest,  and  plenty  of  forage  np  by  the  cars  by  the  day  after  to-morrow. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  pastures  are  all  he  could  ask. 
I  am,  &c., 

W,  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  MoPhbrso.\, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee,  Bamsley  Creek. 


HfiADQL'ARTERS  MiLlTARTi   DlVLSION  OF  THK  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  19,  1S64. 
Gengiial:  General  Thomas  is  passing  through  Kingston  to  the  east,  and 
will  put  the  bead  of  his  column  four  miles  east  of  the  town,  where  a  mill  ia 
represented  on  Two  Bun  creek.  General  Hooker  will  join  him  at  that  point. 
I  want  vow  to  put  the  head  of  your  column  at  Cassville  depot,  your  line  facing 
east,  and  if  yon  are  in  communication  with  General  Stoneman  put  him  towai-d 
Elowah  bridge,  (Pettit's  creek.)    General  Garrard  will  move  south  of  the  railroad. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


70        COMMITTEE  OK  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR. 

and  win  come  up  on  your  right.  General  McPhei'son  will  halt  here  on  Connasene 
for  the  present.  Report  to  me  your  arrival,  and  also  the  distaaee  to  Pettit's 
creek,  to  Cartersville,  and  Etowah  bridge. 


Tours,  &c,, 
Greneral  Schofif.ld,  i 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HEAlXiUAUTEBS  MlLlTAKV  DIVISION  OF  THK  MlSSISSIFFI, 

In  the  Jidd,  Kingston,  May  19,  1B64. 

6e\eral  ;  I  feel  certain  that  Johnston,  after  the  affah-  at  Resaca,  does  not 
want  to  figlit  us  in  the  comparatively  open  ground  this  side  of  Cartei'sville. 

I  send  with  this,  orders  for  General  bchofield,  which  are  a  repetition  of  orders 
heretofore  sent  him  by  courier,  to  press  down  to  the  road,  and  to  order  General 
Stoneman  to  secure  the  passage  of  Pettit's  creek  this  side  of  Cartereviile.  General 
Gan'ard's  cavalry  is  now  at  the  bridge  across  Etowah,  and  Murray  is  coming  to 
yon  to  connect  with  General  Hooker.  Do  you  want  General  MePheiBon  for- 
ward %  He  has  his  troops  so  he  can  advance  by  two  roads.  Send  me  word. 
I  will  come  forward  in  that  event.  Connect  with  General  Hooker,  aad,  if 
■r  capture  any  force  that  is,  as  1  think,  caught  hetween  General 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Stoneman  and  you. 
Tours,  truly, 


(ieneral  Thomas, 

Covimandiiig  Army  of  Cvmberland. 


IIeadhlartkes  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  (he  field,  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  SO,  1864—1  a.  in. 

Generai,:  My  insti'iietionB  for  yon  to  move  toward  Cassville  depot  were 
based  on  my  theory,  or  supposition,  that  after  passing  "  the  Divide,"  or  Grav- 
elly plateau,  the  roads  would  divide  naturally,  one  set  leading  to  Kingston  and 
one  to  Oassville  depot.  Knowing  that  General  Hooker  would  take  the  one  to 
Kingston,  I  wanted  you  to  take  the  one  toward  Oassville,  with  some  rapidity  of 
movement,  to  increase  tbe  chances  of  interposing  hetween  the  Etowan  bridge 
and  the  enemy,  falling  back  before  General  Thomas's  head  of  column.  Tester- 
day  I  was  very  anxious  that  General  Stoneman  or  yourself  should  reach  the 
road  from  Kingston  to  Etowah,  for  I  saw  by  the  singular  manceuvring  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  confusion  of  hie  wagon  trains,  liow  uneasy  he  was  at  fear  of  our 
capturing  a  part  of  his  forces. 

Had  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men  reached  the  railroad  any  time  after  10  a.  m. 
yesterday,  we  should  have  had  a  signal  sacceae ;  whereas,  Johnston  will  now 
encourage  his  men  by  his  skilfully  saving  his  army  and  baggage  in  the  face  of 
such  odds.  I  know  the  difRculties  of  the  roads  and  country,  and  merely  mean 
to  explain  what  I  aimed  to  accomplish. 

I  did  expect  to  catch  a  part  of  the  army  retreating  before  us,  hut  I  take  it  for  . 
granted  that  it  is  now  impossible,  and  therefore  wish  simply  to  he  assured  that 
he  has  crossed  Etowah,  and  that  he  there  awaits  our  attack  thiough  the  difficult 
pass  of  Alatoona. 

I  do  not  propose  to  follow  him  through  that  pass,  but  rathei  to  tuin  south 
from  here,  leaving  Alatoona  to  the  north  and  east.  I  wiih,  fherefoie,  that  to- 
day (the  20th}  you  move  so  as  to  strike  the  railroad  east  of  CasBviUe,  and  then 
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turn  east  and  push  the  enemy  past  Cartevsville  and  across  Etowah,  or  High 
Tower  bridge, 

I  left  General  Thomaa'a  head  of  column  on  the  skirts  of  the  village  of  Cass- 
viile.  He  is  ordered  to  support  your  attack.  I  have  no  doubt  the  ground  is 
very  difficult  between  Oassvilie  and  tlie  bridge,  and  that  you  can  alone  push 
back  any  force  of  the  enemy  remaiaing  this  side  of  the  bridge.  Still,  you  may 
call  on  Generals  Thomas  and  Stoneman,  of  course,  for  support. 

I  will  have  the  cars  into  Kingston  and  Oassvillc  to-day.     Shiill  I'cplcnish  the 
wagons,  and  then  on. 
Tours,  &c., 

W,  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  CoinmaTidmg. 
Major  General  Schofiblo, 

Commanding  Army  nf  Ohio. 


[Cipher.] 
.HEADtHi'ARTEHS  M1I.ITABY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  tkefieU,  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  19.  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

"We  entered  Kingston  this  morning  without  opposition,  and  have  pushed  a 
column  east  as  far  as  Cassville,  skirmishing  the  latter  part  of  the  day  with  Har- 
dee's corps.  The  enemy  has  retreated  south  of  the  Etowah.  To-morrow  cars 
will  move  to  this  place  and  I  will  replenish  our  stores  and  get  ready  for  the 
Chattahoochee.  The  railroad  passes  through  a  range  of  hills  at  Alatoona,  which 
is  doubtless  being  prepared  for  us,  but  I  have  no  intention  of  going  through  it. 
I  apprehend  more  trouble  from  our  long  trains  of  wagons  than  from  the  fighting, 
though  of  course  Johnston  must  fight  hard  for  Atlanta. 

W,  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ilie  field,  Kingston.  Georgia,  May  20,  1864. 
Major  General  Halluck,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

Wehaveaecured  two  goodbridges  and  an  excellent  fordacrosstheEtowah.  Our 
cars  arc  now  arriving  with  stores.  I  give  two  days'  rest  to  replenish  and  fit  up. 
On  the  23d,  I  will  cross  the  Etowah  and  move  on  Dallas.  This  will  turn  the 
Alatoona  Pass.  If  Johnston  remain  at  Alatoona  I  shall  move  ou  Marietta,  btit 
if  he  fail  behind  the  Chattahooche,  I  will  make  for  Sandtown  and  Campbelfon, 
but  feign  at  the  railroad  crossing. 

General  Davis's  division  occupies  Eome,  and  finds  a  good  deal  of  provisions 
and  plunder,  five  iron-works  and  machinery.  I  have  ordered  the  17th  army 
corps,  Genera!  Blair's,  to  march  from  Decatur  to  Some,  My  share  of  militia 
should  be  sent  at  once  to  cover  our  lines  of  communication.  Notify  General 
Grant  that  I  will  bold  all  of  Johnston's  army  to  busy  too  send  anything  against 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
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[Circuliir.] 

HEADiiUAUTiibiS  Military  Dlvisio.\  of  tuk  Mississippj, 

Kingston,  Georgia,  May  20,  1S64. 

luasmueli  as  aii  impression  is  afloat  that  tlie  commanding  general  has  pro- 
hibited tho  maile  to  aod  from  this  army,  he  takes  this  method  of  assuring  all, 
officers  and  men,  tliat  on  the  contrary  he  encourages  them,  by  all  his  iiiHuence 
and  authority,  to  keep  tip  the  most  unreserved  correspondence  with  their  fami- 
lies and  friends  wherever  they  may  be.  Army,  corps,  and  division  commanders 
should  perfect  their  arrangements  to  receive  and  transmit  mails,  and  all  chaplains, 
staff  officers,  and  captains  of  companies  should  assist  the  soldiers  in  communi- 
cating with  their  families. 

What  the  commanding  general  does  discourage  is  the  maintenance  of  that 
class  of  men  who  will  not  take  a  musket  and  fight,  but  who  follow  the  ai-my 
to  pick  up  news  for  sale,  speculating  on  a  species  of  information  dangerons  to 
an  army  and  to  our  cause,  and  who  are  more  used  to  bolster  up  idle  and  worth- 
less ofBcers  than  to  notice  the  hard-working  and  meritorious,  whose  modesty 
is  generally  equal  to  their  courage,  and  who  scorn  to  seek  the  cheap  flattery  of 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GeneeaL 


[CipW.] 


Head  QUART  BBS  Military  Division  of  the  MrssissiPi'i, 

Li  tkejield,  Kingston,  Georgia.    May  22,  1864.— 8.30  p.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Weather  hot,  very,  and  roads  dnaty.  We  nevertheless  by  morning  will  have 
all  our  wagons  loaded  and  be'  ready  for  a  twenty  days'  expedition.  I  will  leave 
a  good  brigade  at  Rome,  a  strong  good  point,  about  a  thousand  men  to  cover 
this  point,  but  will  keep  no  stores  here  to  tempt  an  enemy,  until  I  have  placed 
my  army  about  Marietta,  when  I  will  cause  the  railroad  to  be  repaired  up  to 
that  point, 

I  regai'd  Eesaca  as  the  strong  head  of  my  line  of  operations  till  1  reach  the 
Chattiioochee.  I  have  ordered  the  17th  corps  to  march  from  Decatur  to  Home 
and  to  this  point,  to  act  in  reserve  till  I  call  it  forward.  Returned  veteransand 
regiments  have  more  than  replaced  all  losses  and  detachments,  and  we  move  to- 
morrow with  full  eighty  thousand  (80,000)  fighting  men, 

General  McPhei-son  crosses  the  Etowah  at  the  mouth  of  Connasenc  creek  on 
a  bridge,  and  moves  for  DallM  via  Van  Wert. 

General  Thomas  crosses  by  a  bridge  four  miles  southeast  of  Kingston  and 
moves  for  Dallas,  via  Enharlee  and  Huntsville.  General  Sehofield  crosses  near 
Etowah  cliffs  on  pontoons,  and  takes  position,  on  Thomas's  left.  I  allow  three 
(3)  days  to  have  the  army  grouped  about  Dallas,  whence  I  can  strike  Atarietta 
or  the  Chattahoochee,  according  to  developments. 

Yon  may  not  heai-  from  us  in  some  days,  but  be  assured  we  are  not  idle  or 
thoughtless. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
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Heabquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  23,  1864. 
General  Klaih,  Huntsville,  Alabama  : 

We  are  now  all  in  motjon  for  the  Chattahoochee.  Colonel  Long  telegraphs 
from  Pulaski  and  should  overtake  you  at  Decatur  or  soon  after  leaving.  Al- 
though you  must  move  on  Rome  and  Kingston  by  the  direct  road,  still  you  can 
make  believe  you  have  designs  on  Gfadsden  and  Talladega.  Keep  nilent  and 
the  enemy  will  exaggerate  your  strength  and  purposes.  Johnston  nas  called  to 
him  all  the  infantry  of  the  southwest  and  also  the  cavalry  of  Mississippi;  so 
yon  must  watch  out  for  them.  If  they  hang  around  you  keep  Long  close  in  and 
watch  the  opportunity  for  him  to  charge  witli  sabres. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  ( 


Headquartehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefidd,  near  Dallas,  Georgia,  midnight.  May  26,  1864. 
Gbnksal  :  Tours  of  to-day  with  Corse's  ia  received,  andia  highly  satisfactory. 
I  have  personally  reconnoitred  the  ground,  and  am  aatiafied  the  enemy  hold 
by  hastly  constructed  rifle-pits  the  line  of  a  creek,  which  is  a  branch  of  Pump- 
kin Vine  creek  and  pai-allel  with  it.  Tour  direction  in  the  morning  will  be 
substantially  down  that  creek,  while  Ceneral  Howard's  and  Cos's  will  be  up  it. 
We  find  no  trouble  in  fording  it,  and  you  will  have  less,  as  you  must  be  near 
its  head.     The  valley  seems  clear  and  cultivated. 

Colonel  McCook  struck  a  column  in  flunk  about  five  miles  northeast  of  this 
this  p.  m  ,  broke  it  in  two,  and  at  night  was  pressing  the  fraction  toward  Ack- 
worth.  He  reports  (juite  a  fight  and  the  capture  of  fifty-two  (52)  prisoners. 
Our  skirmishing  to-day  has  been  comparatively  harmless.  I  doubt  if  we  find 
the  enemy  here  to-morrow ;  but  if  we  do,  my  orders  herewith  will  govern.  I 
will  expect  to  hear  of  you  on  General  Hooker's  right  by  ten  (10)  a.  m. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Gcnn-al  Commanding. 
General  McPlIHRSO.V,  Dallas,  Ga. 


Heai)«uartisrs  MiUTARv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejidd:  near  Dallas,  Georgia,  May  27,  1864.— 11  a.  m. 
General  :  If  you  can't  drive  the  enemy  from  his  position,  work  to  the  left- 
f-t\  as  to  connect  with  General  Hooker. 

We  are  working  on  the  left  of  the  line  in  front  of  us,  and  as  soon  as  you  are 
ill  connexion  with  General  Hooker  I  will  strengthen  the  left  and  work  ronnd  in 
that  direction,  so  we  may,  if  we  choose,  inarch  round  their  extreme  right,  and 
reach  Marietta  or  Ackworth. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  McPjierson,  Dallas,  Ga. 

Headciuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississipi'i, 

In  Ihefield  near  Dallas.    May  27,  1864.— 1.15  p.  m. 
General:  General  Corse  is  here;  we  are  pressing  in  front  and  General 
Thomas  is  working  round  by  the  left.     Wo  don't  want  to  turn  the  enemy's  left 
flank,  but  his  rigkt,  ao  as  to  put  our  concentrated  army  between  him  and  the 
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railroad,  of  wLicli  we  want  to  make  use.  Therefore,  instead  of  compassing  tbc 
enemy's  left,  I  wisli  yon  to  work  up  so  as  to  connect  with  General  Hooker, 
when  I  will  strengthen  our  movement  to  our  left,  the  enemy's  right.  Use  the 
Marietta  road  as  far  as  possible,  and  then  reach  for  General  Hooker's  right. 
We  have  two  divisions  to  the  right  of  the  road,  Geary's  and  Butterfi eld's,  and 
Williams's  in  I'eaerve.  All  the  rest  of  this  is  north  of  this  road. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding.- 
il  McPhbrSO.\,  near  Dallas,  Ga. 


Hbadquaeters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

lit  the  field,  near  Dallai,  Ga.,  May  37,  1864—5  p.  m. 
General  Schofield  : 

Take  position  in  front  of  the  mill,  facing  south,  and  connecting  witli 
General  Thomas's  troops,  holding  one-third  of  your  force  in  reaei-ve,  and  con- 
cealing your  flauks  in  the  timber.  1  understand  General  Howard  is  moving  off 
on  your  left.  He  is  ordered  to  move  in  to  connect  w  't!  you  I  vill  re-enforce 
that  flank  as  soon  as  General  McPherson  makes  h  s  junct  on  wl  h  is  expected 
this  evening.  It  is  useless  to  look  for  the  flank  of  the  enemy  as  he  makes 
temporary  breastworks  as  fast  as  we  travel.  We  m  t  b  eak  1  s  lino  without 
scattering  our  troops  too  much,  and  then  break  thro  gh 

See  that  General  Stoneman  is  in  close  connex  o    w  tl    j  o     but  you  Jiad 
better  leave  General  Hovey  to  cover  that  point  for  the  p  -ese  t 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquartehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tJie  field,  near  Dallas,  sundotim.  May  27,  1864. 
General  :  We  have  been  busy  with  the  enemy  all  along  our  fi'ont  line. 
From  description  I  think-  the  hills  in  your  front  are  stronger  than  the  gronnd  to 
onr  left,  by  which  we  can  move  toward  Alatoona  and  Ackworth,  or  pound 
away  till  we  find  a  weak  place.  We  should  have  our  army  united,  and  there- 
foi'e  I  think  it  best  you  should  send  your  trains  back  across  the  Pumpkin  Vine 
by  moonlight,  and  let  them  park  up  to  our  real-,  where  General  Palmer  has  a 
division ;  then  by  moving  by  the  left  flank  you  can  put  yonrself  in  connexion 
with  us,  and  we  can  act  against  some  one  point,  or  turn  his  right  flank.  No 
doubt  Johnston's  whole  army  is  present,  as  we  have  felt  him  for  four  miles  to 
the  north  and  east,  I  don't  think  there  is  more  than  a  mile  from  General 
Davis's  left  to  General  Hooker's  right.     Genera!  Oorse  is  witli  you,  and  has 


a  back  and  forth  twice. 
Yours,  &c., 


General  McPhebso\,  i 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.! 
Headuuartebs  Militakv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Dallas,  May  28,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

The  enemy  discovered  my  move  to  turn  Alatoona.  and  moved  to  meet  n 
here.     Our  columns  met  about  one  mile  east  of  Pumpkin  Vine  creek,  and  w 
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pTisLed  them  back  about  tbree  miles,  to  tbe  point  where  the  road  foiks  t<i  Ala- 
toona  and  Marietta.  Here  Johnston  lias  chosen  a  etrong  line  and  made  hasty 
but  strong  parapets  of  timber  and  eaith,  and  haa  thus  far  stopped  us.  My 
right  is  Dallas,  centre  about  three  miles  north,  and  I  am  gradually  working 
round,  by  the  loft  to  approach  the  railroad  anywhere  in  front  of  Ackwortli. 

Country  very  densely  wooded  and  broken ;  no 
We  have  had  many  ahai'p,  severe  encountei-a,  but  nc 
duly  ciiutioiis  ill  the  obscnrity  of  the  ambuslied  groi 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 

Major  General. 


HEAnttiJABTEKS  Military'  Divisio.v  of  Tiia  Mississippi, 

In  thefielA,  May  S9, 1864. 
General:  I  suppose  General  Blair  to  be  now  neat-  Eome.  I  wish  you  to 
senda  good  staff  officer  to  meet  him  thero  or  at  Kingston,  and  order  him  to  re- 
plenish hia  stores  and  march  for  Alatoona  Pass,  east  of  the  Etowah,  to  gaio,  if 
possible,  its  eastern  terminus  and  then  inti'cnch  his  position.  He  had  better 
march  from  Kingston  fonr  (i)  miles  southeast  to  the  Free  Bridge,  cross  the 
Etowah,  and  move  for  Alatoona,  via  Enhai-Iee  and  Stilesboro'.  This  route  will 
deceive  the  enemy  as  to  his  purposes  till  the  latest  moment  possible.  Once  in 
possession  of  Alatoona,  I  wish  him  to  order  the  railroad  snperin  ten  dent,  who  is 
already  at  llesaca,  to  repair  the  railroad  up  to  Alatoona,  including  the  Etowah 
or  Hightower  bridge.  General  BJair  should  also  constmct  on  the  dirt  road  a 
trestle  bridge  at  the  same  crossing. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Genwal  Commaitdh/g. 
General  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee. 


Headuuarters  MiLiTARy  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Dallas,  May  29,  1864. 

General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Yesterday  we  pressed  our  lines  np  in  close  contact  with  the  enemy,  who  has 
covered  his  whole  front  with  breastworks  of  timber  and  earth.  With  the  inten- 
tion of  working  to  my  left,  towards  the  railroad  east  of  Alatoona,  I  ordered 
General  McPherson,  who  is  in  advance  of  Dallas  and  forms  my  tight,  to  send 
his  trains  to  a  point  on  Pumpkin  Vine,  about  four  miles  north  of  his  present 
position,  and  to  withdraw  his  army  and  take  General  Thomas's  present  position, 
whilst  all  of  General  Thomas's  and  General  Schofield's  armies  will  be  moved 
further  to  the  east,  working  round  the  enemy  to  the  left.  The  enemy,  who  had 
observed  the  movement  of  the  train  from  his  higher  position,  massed  against 
General  McPherson  and  attacked  him  at  4^  p.  m.  yesterday,  bnt  was  repulsed 
with  great  slaughter  and  at  little  cost  to  us. 

The  enemy  fled  hack  to  his  breastworks  on  the  ridge,  leaving  in  our  hands  his 
dead  and  wounded.  His  loss  twenty-five  hundred,  (2,500,)  and  about  three 
hundred  prisoners.  General  McPherson's  men  being  covered  by  log  breast- 
works, like  our  old  Corinth  lines,  were  comparatively  unhurt,  bis  loss  not  being 
over  three  hundred  (300)  in  all.  I  give  him  to-day,  Sunday;  to  gather  in  the 
wounded  and  bury  the  dead  of  both  sides,  and  to-night  and  to-morrow  will  en- 
deavor to  gain  ground  to  our  left  two  or  four  miles. 

General  Blair  is  now  supposed  to  be  near  Eome;  I  will  order  him  to  march 
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straight  for  Alatooua,  wBicli  I  infer  the  enemy  has  abandoned  altogether,  or  left 
in  the  hands  of  militia.  That  point  gained,  I  will  move  to  the  left  and  resume 
railroad  commnnicalion  to  the  rear.  I  have  no  douht  Johnston  has  in  my  front 
every  man  he  can  scrape,  and  Mobile  must  now  be  at  our  mercy  if  General 
Oai]by  and  General  Banks  could  send  to  Pascagoula  ten  thousand  men. 
W.  T.  SHEEMAN. 

Majm-  Gcnn-al. 


HGADauAGTRns  Military  Division  of  the  Mis.sissti'i'i , 

M  ikejield,  May  30,  1864. 
General  :  General  McPherson  made  several  attempts  to  draw  off  hia  troops, 
but  as  often  was  assaulted  so  as  to  pnt  Lim  on  the  defensive.  It  is  utterly  im- 
possible that  our  enemy  can  hold  all  his  line  in  strength,  and  we  must  work  to 
the  left.  There  ia  no  absolute  necessity  for  undue  haste,  as  time  will  soon  give 
us  the  advantage  of  General  Blair's  troops,  I  will  go  in  person  to  Dallas,  and 
after  inspecting  the  ground  will  begin  the  movement  and  see  if  the  enemy  will  at- 
tempt to  sally,  aud  then  judge  whether  we  bad  not  better  draw  him  out  and  fight 
him.  We  must  not  remain  on  the  defensive.  Therefore,  in  this  connexion,  I 
wish  yoti  to  have  your  troops  well  disposed,  the  skirmishers  well  out ;  the  lines 
full,  and  the  reserves  well  disposed  to  be  removed.  Judge  of  the  best  point  or 
points  to  assault  in  case  that  you  hear  us  moi-e  than  usually  engaged  at  Dallas. 
I  will  bring  Davis  and  McPherson  cp  if  possible  to-day,  so  that  yoor  com- 
mand may  occuppy  al!  the  front  embracing  the  several  Alatoona  and  Aekworth 
roads.  I  wish  yon  to  see  that  the  high  and  commaadiag  grounds  near  Picket's 
mill,  which  ought  to  overlook  Leverett's,  be  occupied  in  force,  and  let  the  cav- 
alry patrol  the  road  up  as  far  as  possible.  I  will  repeat  my  ordere  to  Gfeneral 
Stoneman  to  be  active  on  that  flank. 

I  will  probably  be  absent  all  day,  and  in  my  absence  you  can  command  all 
ill  this  part  of  the  field,  but  preserve  the  general  plan. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
JWa/or  General  Comfnaniing. 
Major  General  Tuo.vias, 

QmnmandAng  Army  of  the  CumherJand. 


[Cipher.  ] 


HiJADClUARTEltS  MtlITABV  DiVISIO.\  OF  THG  MISSISSIPPI, 

]%  tkcJieU,  near  Dallas,  May  30,  1864. 
General  H.ALLECK,  Washington.,  D.  G.: 

To  move  General  McPherson  up  to  the  centre  he  has  to  make  a  retrograde  of 
a  mile  or  eo  owing  to  difficult  ground.  Every  time  he  attempted  to  withdraw 
division  by  division  the  enemy  attacked  his  whole  line ;  it  may  be  on  the  theory 
that  we  wanted  to  draw  off  altogether.  These  assaults  were  made  in  the  night, 
and  were  all  repulsed  with  comparatively  small  loss  to  us,  but  seemingly  heavy 
to  the  enemy.     If  we  can  induce  the  enemy  to  attack  us  it  is  to  our  advantage. 

Don't  expect  us  to  make  much  progress  towards  the  Chattahoochee  till  Blair 
comes  np  and  moves  into  Alatoona  Pass. 

If  General  Banks  and  Admiral  Porter  ai-e  all  out  of  Bed  river,  instead  of 
acting  offensively  on  West  Louisiana,  I  advise  that  the  same  command  that 
Genera!  A.  J.  Smith  took  with  him,  re-enforced  by  two  or  three  thousand  from 
Memphis  and  Vickahurg,  be  sent  to  Pascagoula  to  act  against  Mobile  in  concert 
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with  Adinii-al  Fiirragut,  according  to  the  original  plau  of  the  campaign.  If 
this  in  feasible,  I  wish  the  orders  to  go  direct  from  the  general-iu-cbiof  to  General 
A.  J.  Smith,  giving  him  authority  to  make  up  hia  command  to  ten  thousand 
(10,000)  men,  and  at  oace  proceed,  ria  Pontchavtrain,  to  Paacagoula. 

I  know  that  all  of  Polk's  army  and  all  the  garrisons  of  Alabama  and  JFlorida 
are  with  Johnston,  as  we  have  prisoners  who  have  been  for  two  (2)  yeara  on 
local  duties  in  those  States,  as  well  as  from  their  active  divisions,  viz  ;  Loring's, 
French's,  and  Maury's. 

The  movement  of  Gfeneral  Grant  on  Hanover  Court  House  appears  to  me  ad- 
mirable, and  it  seems  to  me  General  G-rant  can  force  Lee  to  attack  him  in 
position  or  to  move  away  towards  Goi-donsviile  and  Lynchburg. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 


HBADmiARTKBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MlSSISSH'FI, 

In  the  field,  near  Dallas,  May  31,  1S64. 

Ge\1!Ral  :  You  wil!  observe  that  after  full  reflection  and  due  observation,  i 
have  concluded  to  make  the  movement  by  the  left.  To  effect  this,  so  far  ae 
you  are  concerned,  I  advise  you  to-night  to  place  one  brigade  of  Dodge  on  the 
parapet  of  Jefferson  C.  Davis  immediately  opposite  the  mountain,  and  another 
at  the  new  parapet  in  the  large  field  this  side  of  Dallas.  Then,  at  daylight, 
draw  off  division  hy  division  of  the  15th  army  corps,  and  let  them  march  direct 
for  this  road  by  the  most  convenient  route,  and  proceed  at  once  to  General 
Hooker  and  relieve  him.  The  other  division  of  General  Dodge  should  then 
move  by  the  road  from  Dallas  toward  Burnt  Hickory,  and  halt  at  or  back  of 
Owen's  mill. 

After  the  movement  is  past  the  new  parapet  in  the  cleared  field,  the  brigadt 
first  posted  there  sliouid  be  moved  to  the  Marietta  road  where  General  Davis's 
battery  is.  This  will  leave  General  Dodge  to  watch  that  flank,  and  the  13tli 
corps  to  occupy  General  Hooker's  present  ground.  As  General  Blair  cannot 
be  expected  as  soon  as  I  had  contemplated,  I  must  use  tlie  cavalry  to  secure 
jilatoona  Pass. 

It  should  move  by  a  i-oad  outside  of  the  one  first  travelled  by  Genera! 
Dodge's  division,  which  goes  to  Owen's  mill.  If  the  enemy  follows  he  will  do  so 
cautiously,  and  I  feel  no  doubt  will  be  easily  repulsed, 

I  want  General  Hooker  relieved  as  early  in  the  day  as  possible,  to  give 
General  Schofield  time  to  attack  on  our  extreme  left. 

As  soon  as  the  cavalry  secures  Alatoona  Pass,  I  will  relieve  them  by  infantry, 
and  recall  the  cavalry  to  our  fianka. 

Yours,  truly,  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  McPhbrson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


HeADauARTKRS  Military  Divisiox  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  f  eld,  near  Vallas,  May  31,  1SG4. 
General  Garrard,  Commanding  Dimsion  of  Cavalry,  Dallas: 

I  did  intend  that  General  Blair's  troops,  expected  from  Decatur,  should  take 
the  Alatoona  Pass,  but  he  will  not  be  up  in  time.  You  should  start  your  wagons 
for  Burnt  Hickory  this  evening,  and,  when  General  McPherson  gives  the  word, 
move  your  cavalry  by  any  road  aerosa  Pumpkin  Vine  creek  and  outside  the 
infantry  up  to  the  same  point.     Then  start  your  wagons  for  Stilesboro'  and 
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Kingston  direct  for  forage  and  aupplies.  At  Burnt  Hickory  take  the  road  to- 
wards Cartwaville,  till  it  iiiteraecta  the  Alatoona  road,  and  follow  it  briskly.  If 
you  find  ihe  pass  occupied,  attack  the  cavalry  with  cavalry,  and  the  infantry 
with  diamoanted  men,  and  force  yotir  way  into  and  through  the  pass  along  the 
railroad  till  you  secure  some  commanding  position.  Then  report  back  to  me 
what  is  done,  and  your  supply  train  can  come  up  to  the  Etowah  bridge  to  your 
reai\  Do  not  be  deterred  by  appearances,  but  act  boldly  and  promptly.  The 
success  of  our  movement  depends  on  our  having  Alatoona  Pass.  After  it  is 
secured,  I  will  recall  yon  to  General  McPherson. 

General  Stonemau  approaching  from  the  front  will  shake  any  force  in    the 

I  am  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  ( 


Hkadquaktkrs  M[i.jTAiiY  Divisio.\  of  the  Mississippi, 

Ik  the  field,  June  2,  1864. 
G-BJJEBAL  ;  Your  note  of  last  evening  did  not  reach  me  till  this  morning  at 
7  o'clock,  but  I  heard  from  a  scout  in  the  night  that  yon  wei'e  in  Alatoona. 
Get  a  very  strong  position,  and  feel  forward  across  Alatoona  creek,  toward  Ack- 
worth.  Send  to  Kingston  word  that  you  ai-e  in  Alatoona,  and  that  I  want  the 
railroad  finished  up  lo  that  point  at  once.  Genei'al  Gaward  can  come  up  to  you 
from  the  rear,  if  necessary;  otherwise  he  had  better  be  about  Stilesboro',  to  cover 
the  road  from  the  soutli.  I  apprehend  no  serious  trouble  from  the  north,  nor  do 
I  suppose  Johnston  will  try  to  dispossess  you  so  long  as  we  are  working  toward 
Marietta. 

Spare  your  horses  aa  much  as  possible,  and  let  them  feed  on  grass.     The  cars 
can  bring  you  com  to  Etowah  bridge.     Send  me  to-night  the  best  topographical 
sketch  of  the  country  between  you  and  us.     There  is  a  high  and  valuable  trestle- 
work  somewhere  about  Alatoona,  that  I  want  to  save  ;  look  to  it  also. 
Yours,  &c„ 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Stonkman, 

Commanding  Division  of  Cavalry,  Alatoona. 


HeADQUARTEGS  MiLITAJtV  DiVi.SIOtJ  OF  THE  Mississirpi, 

hi  the  field,  near  Dallas,  June  3,  1864. 

GuiNERAL:  I  received  your  note  in  the  night,  and  am  not  astonished  thatyoa 
could  not  hear  the  sounds  of  battle  in  the  midst  of  the  storm  yesterday. 

General  Schofield  felt  forwai'd  from  the  position  Burnt  Church,  steering  due 
east,  and  found  cavalry  dismounted  all  through  the  woods.  He  advanced  until 
about  dark,  when  he  encountered  infantry  and  artillery,  posted  behind  iinished 
breastworks.  To-day  I  will  still  work  by  the  left,  aud  get  to  the  railroad  with- 
out weakening  my  line  too  much.  All  I  ask  is,  that  when  we  do  come  in  contact 
with  the  enemy,  on  anything  like  fail'  terms  and  proportions,  we  whip  them  more 
fully. 

I  now  hold  Alatoona,  and  shall  aim  to  work  across  to  the  railroad  as  far  east 
and  south  as  I  can,  without  too  heavy  a  loss.  If  you  do  hear  soands  of  battle 
you  will  know  that  Johnston  will  uaturally  draw  from  his  left  (to  your  front) 
on  the  theory  that  we  are  there  on  the  defensive.  Therefore,  when  you  do  hear 
soands  of  battle,  hold  the  enemy  there,  or  take  advantage  of  his  weakening  that 
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flank,  ill  my  judgment,  the  point  that  furnislies  you  most  advantages  and 
eovei-  ia  about  where  Enttetfield'e  centre  was,  where  a  small  stream  comes  from 
t!ie  east  and  crosses  our  line  near  where  a  cabin  stood,  and  from  which  there  is 
an  open  field,  with  dead  timber  to  the  front.  If  we  can  cany  a  single  point  and 
hold  it,  thereabouts,  we  gain  advantage.  General  Dodge  should  intrench  the 
main  part  of  his  command  at  the  two  points  designated,  bat  patrols  and  skir- 
mishei's  should  fill  the  woods  to  the  south,  especially  where  Gteneral  Jeff.  C. 
Davis  was,  in  front  of  that  hill.  Ton  should  give  great  attention  to  the  browsing 
■  of  al!  animals,  where  there  is  a  leisure  moment,  and  empty  wagons  and  caissons 
should  be  sent  for  growing  wheat,  barley,  oats  or  rye,  as  well  as  grass,  or  such 
bushes  as  horses  and  mules  eat.  I  may  send  a  brigade  of  General  Thomas  up 
towards  Alatoona,  bat  I  want  GTeneral  Blair  to  mai-ch  up  and  tlirongh  that  pass, 
and  on  as  far  as  be  can.    In  the  mean  time  I  will  hold  it  with  cavalry. 

Should  any  specific  attack  be  required  of  yon,  I  will  send  special  orders ;  but 
in  their  absence  act  promptly,  and  with  confidence  on  these  general  principles. 
Keep  your  pioneers  at  all  times  opening  and  improving  roads  fi-ora  your  rear  up 
towards  Alatoona  and  Burnt  Hickory. 
Tours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  McPhebso.\-, 

Gommanding  Army  of  the  7Vv 


LClpliCT.] 


HEADtiUABTEiis  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field  near  liead  of  Alatoona  Creek,  fourteen  jniles 

West  of  Marietta,  June  4,  1864. 
Major  Genera!  ilALLGCK,    Washington,  D.  C: 

My  left  is  now  well  around,  covering  all  roads  from  the  south  to  the  railroad 
about  Ackworth.  My  cavalry  has  been  at  Ackworth,  and  occupies  in  force  all 
the  Alatoona  Pass,  and  I  have  ordered  the  railroad  to  be  finished  across  the 
Etowah  up  to  Alatoona  bridge.  General  Blair  is  not  yet  at  Rome,  but  is  hourly 
expected,  and  I  await  him  to  push  on  to  Marietta  and  the  Chattahoochee. 

It  has  been  raining  for  three  days,  making  roads  bad  and  swelling  ail  the 
small  mountain  creeks,  which,  however,  are  easily  bridged,  and  run  out  very 
soon.  It  is  still  raining.  As  soon  as  I  hear  of  General  Blair,  I  will  swing  east 
by  north  over  to  the  railroad,  leaving  Johnston  to  my  right.  He  is  in  force 
occupying  blind  and  difficalt  ground,  and  we  continue  skirmishing  along  the 
whole  front,  each  party  inviting  the  other  to  attack, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

.     Major  General. 


Headqijarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippr, 

hi  the  field,  Alatoona  Creek,  June  5,  1S64. 
GbnbraI::  General  McPhera on  reports  the  enemy  gone  from  his  front;  he 
has  advanced  his  skirmishers  half  a  mile  east  of  New  Hope  church,  capturing  a 
lieutenant  and  thirty  men.  If  yon  feel  your  front,  it  too  will  be  found  aban- 
doned, save  by  a  small  guard.  The  movement  indicated  in  yestei'day's  orders 
will  therefore  be  executed,  and  I  have  so  instructed  General  McPherson.  After 
feeling  your  front  prepare  to  move  your  whole  command  by  McOook's  former 
headquarters,  northeast  across  Alatoona  creek  towards  Andersonville  or  Kene- 
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saw  Sfatioii,  connecting  fay  piukets  with  General  McPhei-son  about  Ackworth. 
I  propose  then  to  complete  our  line  of  railroad,  repIeniBk  and  prepare  to  follow 
the  enemy  to  and  beyond  the  Chattahoochee,  according  to  the  point  Johnston 
selects  for  defence.  General  Schofield  can  remain  where  ho  now  is  until  you 
have  passed,  and  then  join  your  right.  The  only  thing  that  requires  despatch 
is  the  bridge  at  the  Etowah  where  the  railroad  crosses,  and  I  wish  you  to  get 
your  pontoons  there  as  soon  as  possible,  I  consider  the  road  from  the  Burnt 
Church  to  Alatoona  more  safe  than  that  by  Burnt  Hickory. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cwmhertand. 


[Cipher.] 


HEAnnuAKTKEft  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

hi  thejleld,  Alatoona  Cre&k,  June  5,  1664. 
Major  General  Halluck,  WasldngKm,  D.  C  : 

The  enemy  discovering  us  creeping  around  his  right  flank,  abandoned  his  po 
sition  and  marched  ofElast  night.  We  captured  about  thirty  of  their  pickettt 
at  daylight.  General  McPherson  is  moving  to-day  for  Ackworth — General 
Thomas  on  the  direct  Marietta  road,  and  General  Schofield  on  his  right.  It  has 
been  raining  hard  for  three  days,  and  the  roads  are  very  heavy.  The  construc- 
tion party  is  at  work  on  the  Etowah  bridge,  and  should  repair  it  in  five  (5) 
days,  when  I  will  move  on  to  Marietta.  I  expect  the  enemy  to  fight  us  at 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  near  Marietta,  Uut  I  will  not  run  head  on  hia  fortifications. 
An  examination  of  his  abandoned  line  here  shows  an  immense  line  of  works,  all 
of  which  I  have  turned  with  less  loss  to  ourselves  than  we  have  inflicted  on 
him.  The  wheat  fields  of  the  country  are  our  cliief  supply  of  forage,  and  we 
have  in  camp  bread,  meat,  sugar,  and  coffee  for  many  days,  ample  until  tlie  rail- 
road will  be  complete  to  Ackworth. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


HfiADUrABTBltS   Mll.lTAKY  DlV(SION  OK  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Alatoona  Creek,  June  6,  1864. 

GgnkraL:  Captaiu  Poe  brought  me  late  in  the  evening"  a  sketch  made  by 
Colonel  Asmussen,  copy  of  which  he  says  you  have.  This  sketch  clearly 
marks  the  strategic  points  in  oar  advance.  The  place  marked  "  court-house" 
must  be  the  Golgotha  of  our  map.  I  wish  you  to  put  your  centre  anywhere  be- 
tween the  court-house  and  Mrs.  Hall's,  with  your  wings  up  the  road  towards 
Dr.  Elliott's  and  Big  Shanty,  "Shandy  Hotel,"  and  toward  the  "Hard  Shell 
church."  Have  a  small  picket  at  Peters's,  the  "White  House,"  aad  Geneial 
McPherson  will  connect  with  you  there  and  about  Dr.  Elliott's. 

Should  the  enemy  be  in  force  about  Dr,  Elliott's,  we  must  strengthen  the 
connesion  by  the  road  by  J.  McClain's,  White  House,  Durham's,  Davenport's, 
Chastine,  &c. 

I  will  go  myself  to-day  to  Ackworth  and  have  the  telegraph  opened  there, 
and  give  all  orders  for  making  Alatoona  a  strong  fortified  depot,  with  a  place  of 
issue  at  Ackworth.  I  think  in  three  days  we  should  be  all  ready  to  go  to 
Marietta.     I  will  have  the  main  force  of  General  McPherson  on  Proctor's  creek 
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about  Fitzgerald's  an3  W.  J.  PLillipa',  with  pickets  and  patrols  forward  to  Dr. 
Eliiott'a. 

I  tliink  General  Scliofleld  had  better  staj'  wliere  lie  is  until  yon  get  in  a  bet- 
ter position,  when  we  can  place  him  about  the  Hard  Shell  church  or  Williama', 
according  to  the  developments  of  the  enemy.  He  will  be  instructed  to  come  at 
your  cali,  or  on  the  sound  of  battle. 

Be  careliil  to  shift  everything  oa  our  back  track  across  to  the  Alatoona  road. 
I  want  to  spare  our  cavalry  aa  much  as  pot^sible  to  get  ready  for  the  move  on 
Opelika,  if  Johnston  has  gone  beyond  the  Chattahoochee. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  8HEBMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  Gfeneral  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


nKAUaUARTEBS  MjLITARV  DIVISION  OP  THE  MlSSIESIPPE, 

In  the  field,  Aclmorth,  Ga.,  June  3,  1864—13  m. 
Major  General  Halleck,  WaskingCim,  D.  C : 

I  am  now  on  the  railroad  at  Ackworth  Station  and  have  full  possession  for- 
ward to  within  six  (6)  miles  of  Marietta.  All  well.  Telegraph  me  all  items 
of  tvews  to  date.  Has  the  movement  on  Mobile  been  ordered  ?  General  Oanby 
telegraphs  me  that  he  can  spare  General  A.  J.  Smith.  All  I  ask  is  the  co- 
operation of  Parragut's  fleet. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Militarv  Division  of  thk  Mississippi,    ■ 
In  the  field,  Ackworth,  June  1,  1864, 
Major  General  Blair,  Kingston,  Georgia: 

Instead  of  marching  via  Euharlee  and  Stilesboro!  march  direct  for  this  p]aee,.tja 
Cartersville  and  Alatoona.  There  is  a  pontoon  bridge  at  the  railroad  crossing; 
leave  a  regiment  at  that  bridge,  and  relieve  General  Garrard's  cavalry^  aiid  the 
balaBce  of  a  brigade  at  Alatoona,  reliveing  General  Stonemaa's  cavalry, 

I  want  you  to  have  ten  (10)  days'  sapply  on  an-ival,  ready  for  the  Chattahoo- 
chee. Now  is  the  time  for  big  licks,  so  be  alive  night  and  day.  At  the  pontooa 
try  and  manage  that  your  command  crosses  between  midnight  and  daylight,  when 
it  is  not  occupied  by  the  supply  trains,  I  want  to  go  to  Marietta  on  Wednes- 
diiy  or  Thursday,  and  feel  down  to  the  Chattahoochee  next  day.  Order  the 
brigade  left  at  Alatoona  to  be  provided  with  tools,  and  to  intrench  both  ends  of 
the  pass  very  strong.     General  McPherson  is  here  with  his  command. 

W.  T,  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[  Cipher.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Arliworth,  Jum  1,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  .■ 

I  have  been  to  Alatoona  Pass,  and  find  it  admirable  for  our  purposes.  It  is 
the  gate  through  the  last  or  moat  eastern  spur  of  the  AUeghanies.  It  now  bo- 
comes  as  useful  to  us  as  it  was  to  the  enemy,  being  easily  defended  from  either 
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direction.  My  left,  General  McPIieraon,  now  lies  on  the  railroad,  in  front  of 
Ackworth,  seven  miles  aoutlieast  of  Alatoona;  centre.  General  Thomas,  thrBe 
miles  south,  on  a  main  Marietta  road;  and  right.  General  Schofield,  two  miles 
further,  a  little  refused. 

The  cars  now  come  to  the  Et-owah  river,  aud  we  have  sent  hark  to  replenish 
our  supplies  for  a  ten  days'  move,  to  commence  on  Thursday,  the  9th  instant, 
Colonel  Wright  reports  it  will  taliB  him  ten  days,  eight  of  which  yet  remain,  to 
have  cars  come  to  Ackworth. 

General  Blair  was  at  Kingston  last  night,  and  will  he  aeroas  the  Etowah  to- 
night, and  will  he  up  with  na  to-mon-ow.  We  have  three  pontoon  hiidgei  at 
Etowah.  I  will  leave  a  bi  igade  in  the  pasa,  covering  the  bridge  and  ita  eastern 
debouche,  and  have  sent  Captain  Poe,  United  Stated  engineers,  to  lay  out  the 
works.     The  roada  here  into  Georgia  are  lurge  and  good,  and  the  country  more 

The  enemy  is  not  in  our  immediate  front,  but  his  signals  are  on  Lost  mountim 
and  Keneaaw.  I  have  had  the  cavalry  at  Alatoona  Pass  to  get  foiage,  but  on 
the  9th  will  biing  it  forward.  Colonel  Long's  brigade  is  with  Blair,  and  will 
re-enforce  our  cavalry  by  two  thousand  horses. 

I  send  you  by  mail  to-day  copies  of  my  orders  «p  to  date,  with  Atlanta 
papers  of  the  5th. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  I)ivisio\  of  the  Mrssissii'Pr, 

In  tkejicld,  Ackworth,  June  8,  1864, 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General  Blair  arrived  to-day  with  two  divisions  of  the  17th  army  coj-ps,  about 
niae  thousand  (9,000)  strong,  having  left  about  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  in  the  Ala- 
toona Pass  to  fortify  and  hold  it.  Colonel  Wright,  railroad  superintendent, 
reports  he  will  have  the  Etowah  bridge  done  by  the  ISth  instant. 

To-moiTow  I  will  feel  forward  with  cavalry,  and  follow  up  with  infantry  the 
moment  the  enemy  develop  his  designs. 

If  he  fight  at  the  Eenesaw  mountain,  I  will  turn  it ;  hut  if  he  select  the  line  of 
the  Chattahoochee,  then  I  must  study  the  case  a  little  more  before  I  < 
myself. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  i 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  Ackworth,  June  10,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington  D.  C: 

Our  cavahy  yesterday  developed  the  poaition  of  the  enemy  in  a  line  alon;' 
the  hills  from  Kenesaw  to  Lost  mountain.  We  are  now  marching  by  three  roadp, 
all  towards  Keoesaw,  and  shall  feel  the  position  in  force  to-day,  prepared  to  attack 
or  turn  it  to-morrow.     All  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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Headuuarteks  Military  Division  of  the  B 

In  the  field,  Bis  Shanty,  June  11,  1861. 
Gcueral  IIalleck  Washington,  D.  C: 

Johnston  is  intrenched  on  the  hilla  emhracing  Lost  mountain.  Pine  Hill.and 
ICenesaw,  Our  linea  are  down  to  him,  hut  it  has  rained  so  hard,  and  the  gi-ound 
is  so  boggy,  that  we  have  not  developed  any  wcat  point  or  flanli, 

I  will  proceed  with  due  caution,  and  try  and  make  no  mistake.  The  Etowah 
biidge  is  done,  and  the  construction  train  has  been  to  our  very  camps.  Sup- 
plies will  now  he  accumulated  in  Alatooaa  Pass,  or  brought  right  up  to  our 

One  of  my  chief  objects  being  to  give  full  employment  to  Joe  Johnston,  it 
makes  but  little  difference  where  he  ia,  so  be  is  uot  on  his  way  to  Virginia. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  General. 


[Cipber.] 
Heauuuartkrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Big  Shanty,  June  13,  18C4. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Waihingfort,  D.  C: 

We  have  had  hard  and  cold  rains  for  about  ten  days.  A  gleam  of  sunshine 
this  evening  gives  hopes  of  a  change.  The  roads  are  insufficient  here,  and  the 
fields  and  new  ground  are  simply  impassable  to  wheels,  Aa  soon  as  possible  I 
will  study  Johnston's  position  on  Kenesaw  and  Lost  mountain,  and  adopt  some 
plan  to  dislodge  him,  or  draw  himout  of  his  position.  We  cannot  risk  the  heavy 
losses  of  aa  assault  at  this  distance  from  our  base.  Cars  now  come  to  our  very 
fioiit  camps.     All  well. 

There  are  troops  enough  in  Kentucky  to  manage  Morgan,  and  in  Tennessee 
to  watch  Forrest,  should  he  make  his  appearance,  as  Johnston  doubtless  calcu- 
lates. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 

Major  General. 


Lexington,  Kbntuckv, 

June  13,  1364— 9.10  p.  m. 
Major  G-eneral  Sherman  ; 

Morgan  entered  Kentucky  with  nearly  three  thousand  (3,000)  men,  through 
Pound  Gap,  June  4.  Jane  7  I  started  in  pursuit  from  the  mouth  of  Beavev  or 
Big  Sandy  ;  attacked  him  at  Mount  Sterling  at  daylight  June  9.  Rebel  loss 
nearly  six  hundred  (600)  prisoners,  ours  about  twenty-five  {S5)killed,  and  one 
hundred  wounded.  1  drove  him  via  Lexington  to  Oynthiana,  where  I  attacked 
at  daylight  yesterday  a.  m.,  gaining  a  complete  victory.  Sebel  loss  three  hundred 
(300)  killed  and  fonr  hundred  (400)  prisoners,  besides  wounded.  I  captured 
*ver  one  thousand  (1,000)  horses,  and  recaptured  most  of  General  Hobson's  com- 
mand taken  by  Morgan  the  day  before.  Our  loss  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
( 150)  killed  and  wounded.  The  rebel  force  isscattered,  and  small  squads  without 
arms  or  ammunition,  and  wholly  demoralized,  are  being  pursued  and  picked  up 
in  every  direct ioa. 

S.  G.  BURBEIDGE, 
Brigadier  General  United  States  Voltmteers. 
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[Cipher.] 
IlEADtniAHTEBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field.  Big  Shanty,  June  14,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanto?J,  Secretary  of  War : 

I  have  just  received  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  our  party  sent  out  from  Mem- 
pliis,  wliose  chief  object  was  to  hold  Forrest  there  and  keep  him  off  our  road. 
Of  conree,  it  is  to  be  deplored,  but  we  must  prepare  for  all  contingencies.  I 
have  ordered  A.  J.  Smith  not  to  go  to  Mobile,  but  to  go  out  from  Memphis  and 
defeat  Forrest  at  all  costa.  I  know  poaitively  that  all  of  Polk's  coraoiaud  is  here 
from  Miaeisaippi,  viz  ;  Loring'a  arid  French's  divisions,  and  three  (3)  brigades  of 
cavalry — Ferguson's,  Poss',  and  Stark's.  ForrcBt  Las  only  his  own  cavalry, 
which  had  atarted  for  North  Alabama,  and  the  militia  nnder  Gholson.  I  cannot 
understajid  how  he  eould  defeat  Sturgia  with  eight  thousand  (8,000)  men.  Our 
troops  must  resume  the  offensive  from  Mempliis. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Hratjquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejield,  Big  Shanty,  Ga.,  June  15,  1S64. 

Dkar  General:  Infartherexplaoationof  my  orderaof  theday,  I  willadd,  I 
will  be  with  General  McPherson  npto  near  noon ;  after  that  with  General  Thomas's 
troops,  near  Howard's  left,  on  Palmer's  right,  on  the  Burnt  Hickory  road.  Of 
course,  if  an  assault  must  be  made  on  the  enemy's  lines,  it  de'v  olrea  rightfully  oa 
the  stroogest  army,  and  where  it  will  do  most  good.  A  breach  aiifGcient  for  me 
to  pass  the  head  of  two  columns  about  midway  between  Keuesaw  and  Pine  moun- 
tains will  be  best;  although,  if  possible,  one  near  the  Sand  Town  road  would 
be  very  good.  Of  course,  the  enemy  is  strongest  on  his  right,  and  I  doubt  whether 
hia  left  exceeds  one  division,  and  some  cavalry.  I  inl'er  from  an  intercepted 
despatch  that  Jackson's  cavalry  is  sent,  or  will  be  to-day,  on  an  errand  to  our 
rear.  Now  if  you  can  mask  a  column  anywhere  about  Cok's  left,  as  near  tbe 
Sand  Town  road  as  possible,  and  post  it  under  cover,  and  secure  some  hill  that 
will  enable  you  to  approach  nearer  tbe  eaemy  than  you  now  are,  will  be  a  great 
point  gained,  and  I  prefer  you  should  work  in  your  own  way,  but  tiy  and  draw 
to  your  extreme  right  Hank  as  much  of  the  enemy  as  you  can  firsr.  A  brigade 
passing  over  the  barricade  near  General  Davis's  house,  hfilf  seen  to  tbe  enemy, 
and  deploying  well  off  to  yonr  right  towards  Lost  Mountain,  taking  all  tbe  cover 
possible  and  moving  about  with  considerable  eccentricity,  would  have  the  desired 
effect,  while  tbe  rear  column,  as  also  that  of  General  Stonemao,  should  act  as 
much  under  cover  as  possible,  A  couple  of  brigades  could  hold  your  lines  against 
any  probable  attack. 

Although  I  did  not  clearly  see  tbe  ground  yesterday,  I  inferred  that  the 
skirmishing  party  you  sent  out  the  first  day  had  crossed  the  main  Alatoona  creek . 
The  lodgement,  unless  made  across  east  of  Alatoona  creek,  would  not  improve 
your  present  position ;  but  it  is  manifest  your  lines,  where  they  now  are,  do  not 
threaten  the  enemy. 

He  must  regard  them  as  precautionary  or  defeusive,  and,  therefore,  is  at  liberty 
to  draw  off  from  thatg^uarter  everything  but  skirmishers.  To  lessen  the  force  irf 
from  of  General  'I'homas  you  should,  before  two  (2)  p.  m.,  force  the  enemy  to 
strengthen  that  part  of  his  line  at  the  expense  of  his  centre. 

Of  course,  the  position  at  Hard  Shell  cbui'cb  is  yoor  chief  aim,  but  as  that 
may  be  and  is  doubtless  impossible  now,  I  prefer  one  anywhere  about  the  head 
of  one  of  the  braaches  of  Alatoona  creek,  between  Hard  Shell  and  Hail, 
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I  have  just  learnad  that  Genei-al  Howard  is  in  possession  of  Pine  Hill.     Tliis 
aakes  nur  movement  moi'e  easy  and  necessary. 
Tours,  fee., 

W,  T.  8HERMAN",  M'^jor  General. 
General  Schofield,  Alt.  OUne  Church. 


Headquarters  M[L[tarv  DivisioN  of  the  Hississippr, 

In  tkeJieU,  Big  Skaniy,  June  15,  1S64. 

Genkral  :  After  the  long  storm  had  cleared  ajvay  I  exaraijied  carefully  our 
whole  front,  and  found  the  enemy  occupying  the  aeries  of  broken  ridges  and 
hills  which  form  the  water-shed  between  the  Etowah  and  Chattahoochee,  em- 
bracing three  prominent  peaks — Kenesaw,  Pine  Hill,  and  Lost  Moantain.  Piae 
Hill  is  about  ftiur  (4)  miles  southwest  of  Kenesaw,  and  was  ihe  apex  of  the  tri- 
aiigle,  the  salient  of  the  enemy's  position.  Al!  seemed  well  fortified  and  con- 
nected by  lines  of  breastworks  in  the  midst  of  dense  chestnut  woods.  I  first 
ordered  Thomas  to  push  Palmer's  and  Howard's  corps  in  the  interval  between 
Keaesaw  and  Pine  Hill  until  they  occupied  a  certain  road,  the  batteries  in 
front  of  Pine  Hili  occupying  the  attention  of  the  enemy;  one  of  the  shots  killed 
Bishop  Polk.  The  movement  was  perfectly  successful,  and  this  morning  Pine 
Hill  was  abandoned  to  us,  strongly  foi'tified.  This  morning  I  ordered  8eho- 
fieid,  on  the  right,  to  threaten  Lost  Mountain,  and  McPherson  to  turn  Kenesaw 
by  the  left,  while  Thomas  pushed  his  whole  army  to  break  the  centre.  8cho- 
field  carried  this  first  line  of  the  enemy's  works,  left  exposed  by  the  loss  of 
Pine  Hill,  and  has  some  fifty  prisoners.  McPherson  carried  a  hill  to  his  left; 
front,  taking  the  foarteenth  Alabama  regiment  entire,  three  hundred  and  twenty 
(.^20)  strong,  and  Thomas  has  pushed  the  enemy  back  about  a  mile  and  a  half, 
and  is  still  moving.  I  hope  he  will  pass  the  dividing  ridge,  in  which  ease  the 
enemy's  position  will  ba  untenable.  I  left  him  about  sundown,  but  the  ground 
was  so  obscured  by  bushes  that  we  could  not  discern  whether  the  enemy  bad  a 
second  line  of  earthworks  connecting  Kenesaw  and  Lost  Mountain,  and  I  don't 
.want  to  give  them  time  to  form  one.  From  Pine  Hill  we  can  see  Marietta. 
Losses  to-day  very  small,  it  having  been  one  grand  skirmish  extending  along  a 
front  of  eight  miles.  An  intercepted  despatch  reports  the  death,  by  a  cannon 
shot,  of  Bishop  Polk,  and  is  confirmed  by  the  prisoners. 

_W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Halleck, 

Wasliingion,  D.  0. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ikejielA,  June  16,  1864. 
Cexeral;  Continxie  to  work  toward  the  lower  Marietta  road,  aiming  to 
reach  nearly  the  same  point  that  Thomas  heads  for,  viz..  Hart's ;  but  ■with  small 
detachments  and  skirmishers  keep  all  the  time  feeling  over  about  Lost  Mountain ; 
it  is  not  necessary  to  keep  up  connected  lines.  We  are  not  on  the  defensive, 
except  as  to  our  wagons  and  supplies,  and  should  invite  the  enemy  ont.  Send 
word  to  General  Stoneman  and  have  him  to  feel  well  around  Lost  Mountain. 
The  enemy  have  had  no  signal  on  it  for  some  days ;  atiil  I  know  they  are  sen- 
sitive about  that  flank.  Get  all  your  guns  to  the  front,  where  they  can  con- 
verge on  some  point  of  the  enemy,  knock  away  the  obstructions  and  make  a 
breach.     I  will  try  tho  same  at  General  Thomas's  front. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Schofield,  Present. 
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[Cipher.] 

Hkadquarteks  MiLri'ARY  Division  op  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  field,  Big  Shanty,  June  16,  1864. 
General  Hali.eck,  Washington,  I).  C. ; 

General  Thomas  did  not  make  the  progress  last  night  I  expected.  He  found 
the  enemy  strongly  intrenched  on  a  line  slightly  advanced  from  a  straight  Hne 
connecting  I/jat  SJountain  and  Kenesaw.  I  have  been  along  it  to-day,  and  am 
pressing  up  eloae ;  shall  stndy  it,  and  am  now  inclined  to  feign  on  both  flanka 
and  assanlt  the  centre.  It  may  cost  us  dear,  but  in  reawlts  would  surpass  an 
attempt  to  pass  round.  The  enemy  has  a  strong  position  and  covers  his  road 
■well,  and  the  only  weak  point  of  his  game  is  in  having  the  Chattahoochee  to 
his  rear.  If  by  assaulting  I  can  break  his  line,  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  produce  a  decisive  effect.  I  know  he  shifts  his  troops  about  to  meet  our 
supposed  attacks,  and  thereby  fatigues  his  men,  and  the  woods  will  enable  me 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  _ 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Militakv  Division  of  the  Mibs(SSIppi, 

In  the  field.  Big  Shanty,  June  17,  1864. 
General  Hallrck,  Washington: 

By  last  night  we  had  worked  our  way  so  close  to  Johnston's  centre  that  he 
saw  that  the  assault  must  follow.  He  declined  it,  and  abandoned  Lost  Mountain 
and  some  six  miles  of  as  good  field-works  as  I  ever  saw.  My  right  and  centre 
are,  in  consequence,  swung  forward,  so  that  my  right  now  threatens  bis  railroad 
to  Atlanta.  I  worked  hard  to-day  to  get  over  to  that  road,  but  the  troops  seem 
timid  in  these  dense  forests  of  stumbling  on  a  bidden  breastwork,  I  therefore 
simply  report  good  progress  to-day — some  hundred  prisoners,  and  but  few  lives 
lost.  We  begin  to  find  more  fields  and  cleared  land,  McPherson  still  faces 
Kenesaw,  covering  our  railroad.  General  Thomas  is  on.  a  curve  line  from  Kene- 
saw  around  to  where  the  Sandtown  road  forks  off  from  the  lower  road  from 
Dallas  to  Marietta;  and  Schofield  is  massed  on  the  Sandtown  road,  head  of 
column  at  Nose's  creek. 

Enemy  still  holds  Kenesaw  in  foi-ee,  and  lies  back  of  Nose's  creek,  near  tlie 
Atlanta  road. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Divisioiv  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Big  Shanty,  June  18,  1S64. 

Gbnrral;  As  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit,  I  propose  to  operate  against 
the  enemy's  left  from  the  position  on  the  Sandtown  road  near  the  Darby  Place, 
which  is  near  Nose's  creek,  and  where  a  main  Marietta  load  makes  off  with  a 
right  angle  from  the  Sandtown  road. 

General  Scbofieid  will  move  substantially  by  the  Sandtown  road,  varying 
his  direction  eastwai-dly  if  he  finds  the  enemy's  flank.  General  Thomas  will 
move  directly  against  the  enemy's  left  flank.  Hooker  is  on  his  right,  Ho*ai'd 
centre,  and  Palmer  left. 

I  will  instruct  General  Thomas  to  push  Palmer's  line  forwaj'd,  close  up  to 
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Keiiesaw,  and  tben  draw  off  by  his  i-igbt  flank  in  ease  his  whole  corps  is  called 
on,  but  to  leape  a  division  or  brigade  to  cover  his  lines ;  bat  if  the  enemy  meets 
it  with  Ilia  whole  force,  it  may  be  neceaaary  to  draw  out  all  Palmer's  corps. 
But  this  will  demonstrate  tliat  the  enemy's  lines  are  weak,  and  no  apprehension 
need  be  felt  of  their  assuming  the  offensive  against  you.  Still  the  contingency 
may  ariae  that  will  compel  your  command,  alao,  to  move  by  the  right  flank, 
following,  as  it  were,  the  movement  of  Palmer;  although  I  should  prefer  you 
to  advance  by  the  direct  road  to  Marietta. 

I  want  you,  by  your  staff  officers,  to  examine  the  ground  from  your  right 
around  to  the  place  I  have  described  as  Darby's,  as  also  to  wateh  closely  the 
movemeuts  of  the  eaemy,  and  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  to  secure  a  posi- 
tion forward  on  the  ridge  over  which  the  railroad  and  main  Marietta  road  pass, 
and  pureue  always  in  case  of  retreat.  In  any  event,  should  you  hear  heavy 
fighting  off  to  the  right  of  ICenesaw,  make  the  strongest  possible  demonstration 
on  your  whole  front,  and  break  through  if  our  operations  on  that  Sank  weaken 
the  enemy. 

I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHBUMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  Geaeral  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


HEAOaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field.  Big  Bhanl.y,  June  18,  1864. 

Gkneral  :  As  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit,  I  propose  we  shall  attack  and 
drive  the  enemy's  left  flank.  1  propose  that  General  Schofield  shall  move  in 
strong  column  down  the  Sandtown  road,  and  vaiy  his  course  to  the  right  or  left 
until  he  finds  the  flank;  that  you  move,  as  it  were,  on  a  gvaud  left  wheel  in  the 
order  your  troops  now  stand.  Draw  from  Palmer  division  by  division,  giving, 
if  possible,  McPherson  notice  when  the  last  division  (Davis's)  is  called  out  of 
position,  that  he  may  dispose  accordingly.  McPherson  has  orders  to  watch 
well  the  effect  on  the  enemy,  and  at  the  first  possible  chance  to  push  foi'ward 
on  the  line  of  the  railroad  and  main  Marietta  road,  break  through  the  enemy, 
and  pursue  him  or  secure  a  position  on  the  coraraanding  ridge  over  which  these 
roads  pass.  It  is  barely  possible  that  McPherson  may  be  called  on  also  to  re- 
enforce  your  movement  by  covering  by  his  right  flank,  and  I  have  instrncted 
him  to  study  the  ground  with  that  view;  though,  if  it  can  possibly  be  obviated, 
1  do  not  wish  to  uncover  Big  Shanty  and  our  railroad. 

I  have  just  received  Howard's  report  by  signal,  that  he  has  carried  two  lines 
of  the  enemy,  and  has  his  batteries  up  within  two  hundred  yards  of  his  main 
line.  I  am  very  anxious  to  ascertain,  at  the  earliest  poaaibie  moment,  if  the 
enemy  has  any  part  of  his  main  line  this  side  of  Nose's  creek,  and  would  like 
Palmer  to  feel  forwai-d  with  a  very  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  and  supports  until 
he  finds  the  earthworks  aloag  the  base  of  Kenesaw  south  of  the  railroad.  Dodge 
and  Osterhaus  are  up  close  to  the  base  north  of  the  railroad;  but  last  night  I 
followed  Davis's  pickets,  and,  though  advanced  during  yesterday,  they  appeared 
to  me  stil!  a  long  distance  back  from  Kenesaw. 

I  suppose  Hooker  to  be  west  of  Mad  creek  and  near  its  mouth,  and  that 
Howard  is  near  brother  Ballinger'a  or  widow  Ballinger's,  and  PaUner  is  from 
Britt's  to  Jack  Smith's ;  what  we  want,  then,  is  the  ground  from.  Cheatham's  to 
Latimer's,  Brand,  aad  Wallace. 

My  impression  is,  the  enemy's  best  forts  will  be  found  where  the  rail  and  main 
Marietta  roads  pass  around  the  north  end  of  Keaesaw,  along  the  north  base  of 
some  point  behind  Nose's  creek,  and  then  along  hack  of  Nose's 
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creek  indefiaitely.  Until  Sehofield  develops  tlie  flaak,  we  ahoultl  move  with 
due  caulion;  bat  the  moment  it  is  found,  or  we  are  satisfied  the  eaemy  has 
lengthened  his  line  beyond  his  ability  to  defend,  we  must  strike  quick  and  with 
great  energy. 

The  weather  is  villanously  had;  hut  I  hope  to-morrow  ■will  be  clear.     Send 
me  word  if  you  can  define  on  our  map  Hooker's  and  Howard's  positions,  assum- 
ing Schofield's  to  be  on  the  Saudtowu  road  near  the  forks. 
Yours,  truly, 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Generai  Commanding. 
Major  Genera!  Thomas, 

Co7n,manding  Army  of  the  Giimherland. 


[Ciplier  ] 

Headqdartrrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  June  20,  1864. 
Genera]  Eousseau,  Nashville. 

The  division  of  John  E.  Smith  is  ordered  up  from  Huntaville  to  Kingston  ;  it 
will  leave  the  brigade  of  Dodge  at  Decatar  for  a  short  time,  to  wait  and  see 
what  Forrest  will  do.  I  propose  to  keep  him  occupied  from  Memphis.  He 
whipped  Sturgis  fair  and  square,  and  now  I  will  put  against  him  A.  J.  Smith 
and  Mower  and  let  them  try  their  hand.  Bat  you  should  at  all  times  have 
things  so  arranged  that  you  are  prepared  for  his  appearance  about  Florence  and 
Waterloo.  You  should  keep  scouts  and  parties  out  all  the  time  to  break  up  his 
posts  in  the  centre  to  the  west  and  south  side  of  the  Tennessee. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN,  _ 
Major  Gfneral  Commanding. 


HiiAJjQUARTEfts  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  ihejield,  Jane  20,  1864. 
Genf.ral;  It  is  manifest  the  enemy  is  manceuvring  on  our  communications, 
and  is  reactiing  as  far  back  as  Dalton  and  Cleveland.  I  have  ordered  General 
McPhersou  to  caJl  up  the  division  of  John  E.  Smith  from  Huntsv)lle,  to  take 
post  at  Kingston.  That  will  give  Genei-al  Steedman  three  good  detachments 
along  the  Etowah — Eome,  Kingston,  and  AJatoona.  I  have  instructed  him  to 
Bend  to  Kome  a  regiment  of  Alabama  cavalry  that  is  hanging  round  here  of  no 
use,  with  orders  to  scout  across  the  Tennessee  to  Guntflrsville,  towards  Gads- 
den, &c  Now,  as  soon  as  these  changes  can  be  made — and  they  will  be  initiated 
at  oace — yoii  had  better  give  Lowe  all  cavalry  back  of  the  Etowah,  and  keep 
him  off  along  the  old  Tennessee  road,  from  Oarteraville,  Spring  Place,  &c.,  with 
orders,  at  his  discretion,  to  venture  out  to  EUijay,  Dahlouega,  Gumming,  &c. 

Genera!  Steedmau  was  here  last  night,  and  has  returned.  He  wants  train 
guard,  and  I  have  also  ordered  yoa  to  supply  him  a  thousand  men,  which  is  the 
equivalent  of  present  garrison  of  Kingston,  which  will  be  relieved  by  John  E. 
Smith's  division  as  soon  as  it  can  come  from  Huntsvilie. 

W.  T.  SHKEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumherland. 
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IlBAimiiARTERS  Military  DivisroN  of  the  Mfsstssifpi, 

In  the  fidd,  June  20,  1.S64. 
G-F5JVF.RAL  :  General  Blair's  application  for  a  mounted  force  of  two  companies 
ia  received.  During  our  operations  here,  where  infantry  aud  artillery  aloae  can 
act,  our  cavalry  mast  al!  be  kept  on  the  grand  flaiika  and  on  our  comtnuQieatione ; 
as  it  is,  our  cavalry  is  liable  to  be  absorbed  in  orderly  and  courier  duty,  leaving 
our  flanks  and  rear  at  the  mercy  of  our  enemy.  This  I  mu?t  prevent.  1  insist 
on  all  organized  cavalry  being  massed  on  our  flanks  and  rear,  at  present,  where 
it  can  act  to  accomplish  some  military  result.  I  know  there  are  plenty  of  officers 
and  men  monnted  in  all  the  corps  and  divisions,  that  can  he  collected  and  made 
into  orderlies  and  couriers.  I  wish  you  to  make  this  rule  general  in  your  army. 
The  two  companies  ordered  from  General  Blair  to  their  regiment  was  at  the 
earnest  appeal  of  the  cavalry  offtcers. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SITEItMAN", 
Major  Generai  Oiimmanding. 
Major  Geneml  McPhgrson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


JTashville,  June  20, 1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

On  recently  leaving  Washington,  to  organize  colored  troops  in  Kentucky,  the 
Secretary  of  War  desired  me  to  proceed  to  Chattanooga  and  put  myself  in  com- 
munication with  yow,  and  he  expressed  his  Btrong  desire  that  yon  would  give  fa- 
cilities for  organizatiuns  within  your  command.  I  rec[uest  that  you  will  send  the 
negroes,  who  may  come  in  or  be  gathered  in  by  your  forces,  to  this  place,  where 
they  can  the  more  readily  he  organized  and  provided  for.  If  yon  desii-e  to 
form  regiments  with  your  ai-my,  do  so,  and  send  me  the  roster  of  the  officers 
appointed.  I  have  seen  your  recent  order  respecting  the  enlistment  of  negroes, 
the  practical  workiog  of  which,  it  seems  to  me,  will  almost  altogethe 
cruiting  with  your  army.  I  know  not  under  what  cii-cumstances  it  w, 
hut  the  imprisonment  of  officers  for  disobedience  seems  to  me  a  harsh 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  organize  the  negroes,  and  from  them  make  the  neces- 
sary details  for  the  staff  departments  ! 

Of  course,  I  do  not  wish  to  deprive  you  of  any  negroes  you  may  require  for 
service  with  your  army,  and  have  sent  a  copy  of  the  order  to  the  Secretary  of 
War.  I  leave  for  (jhattanooga  this  evening,  where  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
you. 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant  General  United  States  Army. 


Headqoarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Big  Shanty,  June  iil,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 

This  is  the  nineteenth  day  of  rain,  and  the  prospect  of  clear  weather  as  far  off 
as  ever.  The  roads  are  impassable,  and  fields  and  woods  become  quagmires 
after  a  few  wagons  have  crossed,  Tet  we  are  at  work  all  the  time.  The  left 
flank  is  across  Noonday,  and  the  right  aeross  Nose's  creek.  The  enemy  hoids 
Kenesaw,  a  conical  mountain,  with  Marietta  behind  it,  and  has  retired  his  flanks 
to  cover  that  town  and  his  railroad.  I  am  all  ready  to  attack  the  moment  the 
weather  and  roads  will  permit  troops  and  artillery  to  move  with  anything  like 
life. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN,  Major  General  Commanding. 
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Headquaktees  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  June  22,  1864. 
General  :  The  ram  having  ceased,  and  a  prospect  of  roads  drying  «p,  I  have 
to  instruct  that  you  cause  your  cavalry  to  bo  moat  active  down  to  the  Sweetwa- 
ter, both  on  the  Powder  Spring  road  and  the  factory  road.  Hold  the  place  ou 
your  map  called  "  Oheny'e,"  and  turn  your  head  of  column  up  the  Marietta 
road  until  you  support  Hooker's  right,  and  then  act  according  to  circumatancea. 
If  Johnston  fights  for  Marietta,  we  must  accept  battle ;  but  if  he  give  ground,  we 
muBt  be  moat  active,  and  for  that  reason  I  want  you  as  long  as  possible  to 
control  the  Sandtown  road. 

I  will  probably  meet  you  fo-day  about  "  Mre.  Kiilp's,"  on  the  Powder  Spring 
and'Marietta  road. 
I  am,  &c.. 


General  Schofirld, 

Commanding  Army  rf  the  Ohio. 


W,  T.  SHERMAN, 

ajor  General  Commmiding. 


Headquartf.rs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  June  22,  1S64. 
GE^ERAL  ;  I  will  start  early  to  look  at  the  position  of  McPheraon,  as  near 
the  north  base  of  Keneaaw  as  I  can  safely  do,  and  then  come  to  Wallace's,  or 
the  house  in  front,  and  then  over  to  Hooker.  I  have  ordered  Pchofield  to  cross 
his  whole  command  over  Koae's  creek  and  turn  the  head  of  his  column  up  to- 
ward Marietta  until  he  reaches  Hooker  ;  to  support  and  co-operate  on  his  right, 
but  to  keep  his  cavalry  and  a  part  of  his  rear  infantry  on  the  Sandtown  road, 
prepared  to  regain  it  in  case  the  enemy  show  signs  of  let  go.  I  fear  we  will 
get  our  commands  tao  close,  but  I  suppose  Schofield  can  find  room  to  deploy 
south  of  the  Powder  Spring  and  Marietta  road.  You  may  order  Hooker  to 
extend  to  that  road  and  leave  Schofield  beyond.  If  he  can  get  possession  of  the 
ground  up  to  Mrs.  Kulp'e,  I  wish  him  to  do  bo,  and  the  balance  of  your  line  to 
conform.     T  will  explain  McPherson'a  orders  when  I  meet  yow. 


jor  General  Thomas, 
Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumherlat 


W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Wajor  General  Commanding 


Hkadquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  June  22,  1864. 

Gk\erai.  :  I  am  starting  for  what  I  deem  the  point  of  moat  activity  to-day, 
though  the  state  of  the  roads  won't  admit  of  much  activity.  Yet  we  may  gain 
possession  of  ground  useful.  I  wish  you  to  keep  Garrard  moving  about,  with- 
out breaking  connexion  with  yon  entirely,  so  as  to  keep  the  enemy  on  his  guard 
on  his  light  flank;  the  same  of  Blair's  corps,  operating  on  a  circle  of  small 
radius. 

The  15th  corps  might  wheel  a  little  to  the  right,  gaining  giouud  and  increas- 
ing the  pressure  oa  the  enemy,  holding  fast  all  it  makes  whde  Dodge's  two 
divisions  should  be  disposed  so  as  best  to  cover  Big  Shanly  as  against  a  rally 
from  Kenesaw  on  the  road  at  its  base.  Keep  the  skii  mi'th  line  la  motion  all  the 
time,  but  hold  the  rear  masses  ready  to  re-enforce  Thomas,  should  he  become 
heavily  engaged, 
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Thomas  will  keep  pressing  up  to  Marietta,  liis  right  on  the  Powder  Spring 
loaii,  and  his  left  on  the  Burnt  Hickory,  contracting  his  lines  as  he  advanced. 
Tours,  truly, 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  McPHEhsON, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ttn'Aes-iec. 


HBADtiUABTERS  JllLITARV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MiSSrSSIPPI, 

In  the  field.,  Big  SJianty,  June  22, 1864 — 9  p.  iQ. 

General  :  When  on  the  hill  in  front  of  your  centre  to-day,  waiting  for  you, 
I  signalled  to  General  Hooker  : 

"  How  are  yon  getting  along  1     Kear  what  house  are  you  ? 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

"Major  General." 

At  this  hour  (9J)  I  have  received  this  answer  ; 

"  KuLP  House— 5,30  p.  m. 

"We  have  repulsed  two  heavy  attacks  and  feel  confident,  our  only  appre* 
hension  heing  from  our  extreme  right  flank.  Three  {3)  entire  corps  ai-e  in  front 
of  us. 

"  Major  Genera]  HOOKER." 

I  was  at  the  Wallace  house  at  5.30  p.  in.,  and  the  Kulp  house  was  within  two 
miles,  and  though  I  heard  some  cannonadiag,  I  had  no  idea  of  his  being  at- 
tacked, and  Geaeral  Hooker  must  be  mistaken  about  three  (3)  entire  corps  be- 
ing in  his  front.  Johnston's  army  has  only  three  corps,  and  I  know  there  was 
a  very  respectable  force  along  McPherson's  front,  so  much  so  that  this  general 
thought  the  enemy  was  massing  against  him.  I  know  there  was  some  force  in 
front  of  Palmer  and  Howard,  for  1  was  there.  Still,  it  is  very  natural  the  enemy 
should  meetHookerat  that  point  in  force,jind  I  gave  Scliofield  orders  this  morning 
to  conduct  his  column  from  Nose's  creek,  on  the  Powder  Spring  road,  toward 
Marietta,  and  support  Hooker's  right  flank,  sending  his  cavalry  down  the  Pow- 
der Spring  road  toward  Sweetwater,  and  leaving  some  infantry  from  his  rear  to 
guard  the  fords.  Captain  Hayton  says  Gi-eneval  Schofleld  receipted  my  orders, 
which  were  in  writing.  If  later  information  shows  that  Schofleld  is  not  up,  send 
a  staff  ofSeer  and  notify  him  of  the  necessity,  and,  if  need  he,  call  off  all  of 
Palmer's,  and  notify  McPherson,  who  has  his  orders  for  this  very  contingency. 
To-morrow,  if  need  be,  we  must  bring  things  to  a  ciisis. 

Oars  and  telegraph  now  all  right.  Some  of  John  E.  Smith's  men  are  at 
Chattanooga,  so  that  1  think  our  road  will  be  better  guarded.  The  cavalry  of 
Lowe  should  be  out  oa  the  Tennessee  road,  patrolling  from  Cartersville  to  Sprhig 


Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
jor  General  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTJiRS  MILITARY  DiVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Big  Shanty,  June  23,  1864. 
General  :  General  Hooker,  this  p.  m.,  advanced  to  the  Kulp  honse,  two 
and  a  half  miles  southwest  of  Marietta,  and  reports  finding  the  enemy  in  aa 
strong  force  aa  tliree  (3)  corps.     He  was  attacked  twice,  and  successfully  re- 
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pulsed  the  enemy.  General  Thomas  thinfes  that  that  will  be  the  enemy's  tac- 
tics, and  Jhat  you  ought  to  attack  Marietta  from  that  side  of  Keneaaw,  but  I 
judge  the  safer  and  Better  plau  to  be  the  one  I  indicated,  viz  :  for  you  to  leave 
alight  force  and  cover  that  flank,  and  throw  the  remainder,  rapidly  and  as  much 
out  of  view  as  possible,  to  oiir  right. 

Tou  may  make  the  necessary  orders,  and  be  prepared  for  rapid  action  to- 
morrow.   So  dispose  matters  that  the  big  guLis  of  Kenesaw  will  do  you  as  little 
mischief  as  possible. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SFEEMAN, 

Mnjor  General. 
Major  Gener'al  McPhersox, 

Commanding  Army  of  i7ie  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  MiHTABV  Division  op  the  Mississrppi, 

In  ihejield.  Big  Shanty,  June  23,  1864. 
Genrtial  :  As  the  question  may  arise,  and  you  have  a  i-ight  to  the  support 
of  my  authority,  I  now  decide  that  the  use  of  torpedoes  is  justifiable  in  war  in 
advance  of  an  army,  so  as  to  make  his  ad        e  up  a      e  a  road  more 

dangerous  and  difficnlt.     But  after  the  a  1    rsa  y  ba    ga  n  I  the  country  by 
fair  warlike  means,  then  the  case  entirely    la  Th     n        f  torpedoes  in 

blowing  up  cars  and  the  road  after  they  a  up  n       simply  mali' 

cioua.     It  cannot  alter  the  great  problem  bu       mply  m  k     t    nble.     Now,  if 
torpedoes  are  found  in  the  possession  of    n        mj  you  may  cause 

them  to  be  put  on  the  grotiud  and  tested  by  Id     fp         ers,  or,if  need 

be,  by  citizens  implicated  in  their  use.     In  like  manner,  il'  a  toipedo  is  suspected 
on  any  part  of  the  railroad,  order  the  point  to  be  tested  by  a  car-load  of  prison- 
ers, or  citizens  implicated,  drawn  by  a  long  rope.     Of  course  an  enemy  cannot 
complain  of  his  own  traps. 
I  am,  &c.. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN", 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  J.  B.  Steedman, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Etowah,  Chattanooga. 


[Cipher.] 


IIkadqcartrrs  Military  Division  op  thg  Mississippi, 

in  iheJleU,  Big  Shanty,  June  23,  1864. 
General  Hallecr,  Washington,  D.  C- 

We  continue  to  press  forward,  operating  upon  the  principles  of  an  advance 
against  fortified  positions.  The  whole  eounti'y  is  one  vast  fort,  and  Johnston 
must  have  full  fifty  miles  of  connected  trenches,  with  abatis  and  finished  bat- 
teries. We  gain  ground  daily,  fighting  all  the  time.  On  the  21st  General 
Stanley  gained  a  position  aear  the  south  end  of  Kenesaw,  from  which  the  enemy 
attempted  in  vain  to  drive  him,  and  the  same  day  General  T.  J,  Wood's  division 
took  a  hilj  which  the  enemy  assaulted  three  times  at  night  without  success, 
leaving  more  tlian  a  hundred  dead  on  the  ground.  Yesterday  the  extreme  right. 
Hooker  and  Sehofield,  advanced  on  the  Ppwder  Spring  road  to  within  three 
miles  of  Marietta,  The  enemy  made  a  strong  effort  to  drive  them  away,  but 
failed  signally,  leaving  more  than  two  hundred  dead  on  the  field. 

Our  lines  are  now  in  close  contact  and.  the  fighting  incessant,  with  a  good 
deal  of  artillery.    As  fast  as  we  gain  one  position  the  enemy  has  another  all 
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ready,  but  I  thiuk  lie  will  soon  have  to  let  go  Kenesaw,  which  is  the  key  to  the 
whole  country.    The  weathev  is  now  better,  and  the  toada  are  drying  up  fast. 

Our  losses  are  light,  and,  notwithstanding  ijie  repeated  breaks  in  the  road  to 
our  reai%  supplies  are  ample. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Memphis,  June  22,  1864. 
Major  General  Shehmam  ; 

All  is  going  well.  Forrest  still  remains  at  Baldwin  and  Tapello  in  large 
force.  Smith's  force  consists  of  nine  thousand  (9,000)  infantry,  three  thousand 
cavalry  and  four  (4)  batteries.  They  will  move  towards  Corinth  and  endeavor 
to  draw  Forrest  as  fer  up  as  possible.  He  will  no  doubt  concentrate  everything 
this  side  of  Grenada  and  will  Jeave  Mobile  defi'nceless.  If  while  Smith  is 
engaging  them.  General  Canby  would  send  from  New  Orleans  ten  thousand 
(10,000)  men  to  Mobile,  via  Pascagoula,  that  city  would  be  easily  captured 
The  force  of  Forrest  is  larger  than  yoa  suppose,  but  should  have  been  whipped. 
C.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Major  General. 


Chattanooga,  June  24,  18G4. 
Captain  Dayton  : 

The  enemy  with  scjuads  of  cavalry  are  making  desperate  efibrta  to  cut  our 
communicaiions.  The  bridges  ai-e  now  all  guarded,  and  mounted  force  patrol- 
ling both  sides  of  the  road.  Will  have  tops  of  cars  protected  with  plank  so  that 
guards  can  defend  them.  General  Jno.  E.  Smith  is  at  Larkinsville  this  morning ; 
cioi  reach  Stevenson  to-night. 

J.  B.  STEEDMAN, 

Major  General. 


HEADQUAIiTERS  MfLITAHY  DlVISTOi'V  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Kenesaw,  June  24,  1864. 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  rhroagh  yoii  of  General  Sousseau's  comnmnication  in  copy,  the  original 
of  which  aiso  came  to  hand. 

The  genera]  commanding  thinks  quite  favorably  of  the  suggestions  therein,  and 
desires  you  to  iustruct  General  It  >u9seau  to  gradually  collect  his  available  force 
of  cHvafiy  and  infantry  at  Pulaski,  Athens  aiid  Decatur,  upon  the  representation 
of  protecting  our  roads  against  Forrest,  bat  really  to  strike  as  proposed,  the 
cavalry  to  be  welt  fed,  and  the  infantry  stripped  for  light  rapid  movements,  and 
to  be  ready  to  move  at  telegi-aphie  notice  from  us.  The  time  to  do  it  will  be  whea 
we  have  forced  Johnston  across  the  Chattahoochee.  The  general  commanding 
has  just  received  telegraphic  ioformation  that  General  A.  J.  Smith  moves  from 
Memphis,  via  Corinth,  to  engage  Forrest,  (who  is  now  at  Baldwin,)  anywhere 
between  Corinth  and  Tupello.  Smith  has  nine  thousand  (9,000)  infantry  and 
three  thousand  (3,000)  cavalry. 

I  am,  general,  very  rewpectfully,  yours, 

L.  M.  DKYTiyS,  Aide-de-Camp. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding,  SfC. 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  thg  Mississippi, 

In  lAeJidd,  near  Kcnesaw  Mountain,  June  25,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  0. : 

I  have  nothing  new  to  report ;  constant  ekinnisliing  and  ca,nnonading.  I  am 
making  some  changes  in  the  disposition  of  our  men,  with  a  view  to  attack  the 
enemy's  left  centre.  I  shall  aim  to  make  him  stretch  his  line  until  he  weakens 
it,  and  then  break  through. 

Johnston  has  made  repeated  attempts  to  break  our  roads  to  the  rear,  and  has 
succeeded  in  two  instances,  which  were  promptly  repaired.  General  Steedman, 
at  Chattanooga,  reports  that  General  Pillow  approaeheji  from  the  south  with 
three  thousand  (3,000)  men,  but  was  met  at  Lafayette  by  Colonel  Watkina  and 
rt'pnlsed;  full  details  not  yet  received.  I  think  the  arrangements  to  protect  our 
rear  are  ample  against  any  probable  danger. 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

la  the  field,  near  Kenesaw,  June  26,  18G4,  lOJ  a.  m. 
General  Schufield: 

I  don't  care  about  Colonel  Biley  sacceeding;  let  him  throw  up  a  hasty  parapet 
for  his  guns  and  fire  away,  and  make  all  dispositions  as  though  he  intended  to 
force  a  passage,  Same  with  General  Cox,  up  where  he  is.  It  should  be  done 
to-day,  to  induce  the  enemy  to  strengthen  that  flank  to-night. 

,     '  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mifssis^iPPi, 

Near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  26,  1864. 
General  Lorenzo  Thomas,  Louisville,  K.entuclcy : 

1  was  gratified  at  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  from  Chattanooga.  I  would 
have  answered  sooner  if  our  telegraph  had  not  been  broken  so  often  of  late.  As 
I  wrote  you,  I  know  all  the  people  have' left  north  Georgia  for  the  region  of 
the  Flint  and  Apalacbicola,  with  their  negroes. 

The  regiments  of  blacks  now  in  Cliattanooga  and  Tennessee  will  absorb  all 
the  recruits  we  can  get;  but  if  you  raise  new  regiments,  they  could  be  well  em- 
ployed about  Clavksville,  Bowling  Green,  and  on  the  Tennessee  river — say  at 
the  terminus  of  the  northwest  railroad.  My  preference  is  to  make  this  radical 
change  with  natural  slowness.  If  negroes  are  taken  as  soldiers  by  undue  in- 
fluence or  force,  and  corapelted  to  leave  their  women  in  the  uncertainty  of  their 
new  condition,  they  cannot  be  relied  on;  but  if  they  can  put  their  fiirailtes  in 
some  safe  place  and  then  earn  money  as  soldiers  or  laborers,  the  transition  will 
be  more  easy  and  the  effect  more  permanent. 

What  my  order  contemplated  was  the  eagerness  of  recruiting  captains  and 
lieutenants  to  make  up  their  quota  in  order  to  be  commissioned.  They  would 
use  a  species  of  force  or  undue  influence,  and  break  up  our  gangs  of  laborers, 
as  necessary  as  soldiers.  We  find  gangs  of  negro  laborers  well  organized  on 
the  Mississippi,  at  Nashville,  and  along  the  raih'oads,  most  useful,  and  I  have 
used  them  with  gi-eat  success  as  pioneer  companies  attached  to  divisions,  and  I 
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tiiink  it  would  be  wull  if  a  Jaw  would  Banction  such  an  organization,  say,  of  one 
hundred  (100)  to  each  division  of  four  hundred  (400)  men. 

Tlie  first  step  in  the  liberation  of  the  negro  from  bondage  will  be  to  get  him 
and  family  to  a'place  of  safety,  then  to  aflbrd  him  the  means  of  providing  for 
his  family,  (for  their  instincts  are  very  strong,)  then  gradually  use  a  proportion, 
greater  and  greater  each  year,  as  sailors  and  soldiers.  There  wilt  be  no  great 
difficulty  in  oar  absorbing  the  four  millions  (4,000,000)  of  slaves  in  this  great 
industrious  country  of  om-s,  and  being  lost  to  their  masters,  tlie  cause  of  the  war  ia 
gone,  for  this  great  money  interest  ceases  to  be  an  element  in  our  politics  and 
civil  economy.  If  you  divei't  too  large  a  proportion  of  the  able-bodied  into  the 
ranks,  you  will  leave  too  large  a  class  of  black  paupers  on  our  hands.  The 
great  mass  of  our  soldiery  must  be  of  the  white  race,  and  the  black  troops  should 
for  some  years  be  used  with  caution,  and  with  due  regard,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  races.  As  was  to  be  expected,  in  some  instances  they  have  done  well,  in 
others  badly ;  but  on  the  whole  the  experiment  ia  worthy  a  fair  tr  al  a  id  all  I 
ask  is  that  it  be  not  forced  beyond  the  laws  of  natural  development  lu  Mary- 
land, Missouri,  and  Kentucky,  it  may  be  wisely  used  to  'leuire  tl  en  fieedom 
with  the  consent  of  owners. 

W.  T  SHLR'W'i.N" 
Major  Gcncial  toinmanding. 


[Cipl.er.] 
HEADaUARTEUS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  26,  1864. 
General  Schofield: 

Is  the  brigade  across  Olley's  creek,  above  the  Sandtown  road,  or  at  the  road  ? 
Describe  to  me  well  the  situation  of  that  flank,  that  I  may  advise  Thomas  and 
McPherson. 

W.  T.  8HEEMAN,  ^ 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[CiphCT  ] 


IlEADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Tm  iheJieU,  near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Jtine2G,  1864. 
Major  General  Schofield: 

All  ri^ht.     Be  careful  of  a  biigade  so  exposed,  but  I  am  willing  to  risk  a 
good  deai. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipiier.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fieU,  near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  35,  1864. 
Major  General  Schofield: 

Good  bridge  should  be  made  to-night  across  Olley's  creek,  where  the  brigade 
is  across,  and  operations  resumed  there  in  the  morning  early. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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[CIplier.] 

IlKAiiciuAnTEns  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

J^mr  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  27,  1S64. 
Major  General  Schofield; 

I  will  be  on  Signal  Hill  to-day,  where  I  will  have  a  telegrapli  post.  Keep 
some  oiderliea  at  youv  telegrapli  station,  that  my  orders  may  reach  you  during 
the  day. 

"VY.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

Hgadcil'arters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Kenesaw  Mountam,  June  27,  186i. 
General  Thomas: 

I  will  be  on  Signal  Hill  to-day,  where  I  have  a  telegraph  station.  Keep  some 
orderlies  at  your  telegraph  office,  who  can  reach  you  promptly  with  orders,  and 
keep  me  well  advised. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Gommanding. 


rCipher.] 
HBADtlUARTEKS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Mear  Kcnetaw  Mountain,  June  27,  1864. 
Major  General  McPherson  : 

I  will  be  on  Signal  Hill,  where  I  have  a  telegraph  office.  Leave  some  orderlies 
at  yonr  telegraph  station,  that  orders  may  reach  any  part  of  yoar  line  with  de- 
spatches. Keep  me  well  advised,  as  I  must  work  the  flauks  according  to  the 
progress  of  the  centre. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Hraociuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ikejield,  June  97,  1864—11.45  a.  m. 
General  ScHOFiELn  ; 

Neither  McPherson  nor  Thomas  has  succeeded  in  breaking  through,  but  eac 
has  made  substantial  progress  at  some  cost.  Push  your  operations  on  the  flani 
and  keep  me  advised. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 


HEADairARTERS  MlI,1TARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  Jield,  June  27,  1864—11.45  a.  m. 
General  Thomas  : 

McPherson's  column  marched  near  the  top  of  the  hill  through  very  tangled 
brusb,  but  was  repulsed;  it  is  found  almost  impossible  to  deploy,  but  they  still 
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hold  the  ground.  I  wish  you  to  study  well  the  positions,  and  if  it  ho  possihle 
to  break  the  line  do  it;  it  is  easier  now  than  it  will  he  hereafter.  I  hear  Leg- 
get  t' a  guns  well  behind  the  mount aia. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


HEADaUABTERS  MlLITARV  DlVlSIO.\  OF  THE  MrsSFSSfPFI, 

In  the  field,  June  27,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
General  Thomas; 

McPherson  and  Schofield  are  at  a  dead  lock.  Do  yoa  think  you  can  carry 
any  part  of  the  enemy's  main  line  to-day  ?  McPherson's  men  are  up  to  the 
abatis,  and  can't  move  without  the  direct  assault.  I  will  order  the  aasEtult  if 
you  think  you  can  succeed  at  any  point.  Schofield  has  one  division  close  up  on 
the  Powder  Spring  road,  and  the  other  across  Olley'a  creek,  about  two  miles  to 
his  right  and  rear. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


J-Ii!ADituAiiTi!Rs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  June  27,  1864 — 2.25  p.  m. 
General  Thomas  : 

Secure  what  advantageous  groand  you  have  gained ;  but  ts  there  anything  in 
the  enemy's  present  position  that  if  we  should  approach  by  legulav  saps  he  could 
not  make  a  dozen  new  parapets  before  oar  saps  are  completed!  Does  the  nature 
of  the  ground  warrant  the  time  necessary  for  regular  approaches  ? 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippr, 

In  the  field,   June  27,  1864.— 4.10  p.  m. 
General  Thomas  : 

Schofield  has  gained  the  crossing  of  Olley's  creek  on  the  Sandtown  road,  the 
only  advantage  of  the  day.  You  may  order  all  grouad  of  value  gained  to-day 
to  be  secured,  and  prepare  batteries  in  the  manner  proposed  by  Davis.  I  doubt 
if  we  can  resort  to  regular  approaches. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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[Ciplier.] 

Hkadquartebs  Military  Divisiom  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,    June  27,  1864.— 4.  10  p.  m. 
General  Schofield  : 

Let  Cos  secure  well  the  croasiog  at  OUey'a  creek  on  the  Sandtown  road,  and 
take  all  advantage  of  that  flank  shonld  we  moye  in  that  direction.  Other- 
wise liold  fast  all  you  have  and  remain  on  the  defensive, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HUADCiUAltTERS  DePAEITME.VT  OF  THE  CUMREBI.AMIJ, 

June  27,  18C4. — 6  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

The  assault  of  the  enemy's  works  in  my  front  was  well  arranged,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  went  to  their  work  with  the  greatest  coolness  and  gallantry.  The 
failure  to  carry  them  is  due  only  to  the  strength  of  the  works,  and  to  the  fact 
that  they  were  well  managed,  thereby  enabling  the  enemy  to  hold  thera  Becnrely 
.  against  the  assault.  We  have  lost  nearly  two  thousand  (2  000)  oiheere  and 
men,  among  them  two  brigade  commanders — General  Harkcr  c  mminding  \ 
brigade  in  Newton's  division,  and  Colonel  Dan  McCook  commanduig  a  bri 
gat'e  m  Jeff  Davis's  division — both  reported  to  be  moitally  wounded  b 
sides  ^ome  -fix  (6)  or  eight  (8)  field  officers  killed. 

Both  General  Barker  and  Oolouel  JlcCook  were  wounded  on  the  enem^  b 
bieastworkb  and  all  say  had  they  not  been  wounded  we  would  have  driven  the 
enemy  from  his  works. 

Both  (j-eneiale  Howard  and  Palmer  think  that  they  can  find  favorable  posi- 
tions on  then  lines  f-ir  placing  batteries  for  enfilading  the  enemy's  works.     We 
took  between  ninety  (90)  and  one  hundred  (100}  prisoners. 
Erfpiettully, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


Headquahters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Kcar  Kcnesaw  Mountain,  June  27,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

Let  your  troops  fortify  as  close  up  to  the  enemy  as  possible;  get  good  posi- 
tions for  artillery,  and  group  your  command  as  conveniently  as  you  can  by 
corps  and  divisions,  keeping  reserves,  Schofield  has  the  Sandtown  road  within 
eleven  miles  of  the  Chattahoochee,  and  we  could  move  by  that  flank.  The 
c[uestion  of  supplies  will  be  tlie  only  one.  I  regret  beyond  measure  the  loss  of 
two  such  young  and  dashing  officers  as  Harker  and  Dan  McOook.  McPherson 
lost  two  or  three  of  his  young  and  dashing  officers,  which  is  apt  to  be  the  case 
in  unsuccessful  assaults.  Had  we  brokeu  the  line  to-day  it  would  have  been 
most  decisive,  but  as  it  is  our  loss  is  small  compared  with  some  of  those  east  ; 
it  should  not  in  the  least  discourage  us.  At  times,  assaults  are  necessary  and 
inevitable.  At  Arkansas  Post  we  succeeded;  at  Vicksburg  we  failed.  I  do 
not  think  our  loss  to-day  greater  than  Johnston's  when  he  attacked  Hooker 
and  Schofield,  the  first  day  we  occupied  our  present  ground. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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rCipher.] 

Hkadquaktbrs  Military  Division  of  tiii!  Mississippi, 

In  ilie  field,  near  Kenesato,  June  27,  1864. 
GeneraJ  Hallbck  : 

Pursuant  to  my  orders  of  tie  2ith,  a  diversion  was  made  on  eaeii  flank  of 
the  enemy,  especially  on  the  Sandiown  road,  and  at  8  a.  m.  General  McPheraoa 
attacked  at  the  southwest  end  of  the  Kenesaw,  and  General  Thomas  at  a  poiat 
about  a  mile  fm-ther  south ;  at  the  same  time  skirmishera  and  artillery,  along  the 
\¥hole  tine,  kept  up  a  sharp  fire.  Neither  attack  succeeded,  though  both  col- 
umns reached  the  enemy's  works,  which  are  very  strong.  General  McPhereon 
reports  his  loss  about  five  handi-ed,  aud  General  Thomas  about  two  thousand  ; 
the  loss  particularly  heavy  in  geueral  and  field  officers.  General  Harker  is  re- 
ported mortally  wounded  ;  also  Ooloael  Dan  MeCook,  commanding  brigade, 
Colonel  Kice,%7th  Ohio,  very  seriously.  Colonels  Barnhill,  40th  IlUnj)is,  and 
Augustine,  55th  Illinois,  are  killed. 

The  facilities  with  which  defensive  works  of  timber  and  earth  are  constructed 
gives  the  party  on  the  defensive  great  advantage. 

I  cannot  well  turn  the  position  of  the  enemy  without  abandoning  my  railroad, 
and  we  are  already  80  far  from  oar  suppHee  diat  it  is  as  much  as  the  road  can 
do  to  feed  and  supply  the  sirmy.  There  are  no  supplies  of  any  kind  here.  I 
can  press  Johnston  and  keep  him  from  re-enforcing  Lee,  but  to  assault  him  in 
position  will  cost  us  more  lives  than  we  can  spare. 

McPherson  took  to-day  a  hundred  prisoners  and  Thomas  about  as  many,  hnt 
t  do  not  suppose  that  we  have  inflicted  heavy  loss  on  the  enemy,  as  he  kept 
close  behind  his  paranets. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  General. 


[CipW.] 

Hbaduuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missrssiirr, 

In  the  field.,  near  Kenesaw,  June  27,  1864. 
General  McPhbrson  ; 

Is  General  Blair  back  ?  Report  to  me  fully  his  operations  for  to-day.  Scho- 
ficld's  right  division  (Cox)  has  gained  a  good  positton  on  the  other  side  of  01- 
ley's  creek  and  at  the  head  of  Nickajaek.  If  we  had  ouv  supplies  well  up  I 
would  move  by  the  right  flank,  hut  suppose  we  must  cover  our  railroad  for  a 
few  days. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
M.ajor  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher,] 


Heauisuartgrs  Militarv  Division  of  thg  MrssissiPPi, 

June  S7,  1S64.— 9.  p.  m. 
Geueral  Thomas  : 

Are  you  willing  to  risk  the  move  on  Pulton,  cutting  loose  from  our  railroad  ? 
It  would  bring  matters  to  a  crisis,  and  Schofield  has  secui-ed  the  way. 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN. 
Major  General   ' 
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[Cipher.] 
"Washixgtoiv,  June  23,  1S64. — 4  p.  m- 

Major  General  SHERMAN  : 

General  Grant  directs  me  to  say  that  the  moyementB  of  your  army  may  be 
made  entirely  independent  of  any  deaire  to  retain  Johnston's  forces  where  they 
are.  He  does  not  think  that  Lee  will  bring  any  more  additional  troops  to  Eich- 
mond,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  feeding  tlicm. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

Major  Genm-al. 


[CipbcT.] 


•  HEADQUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  tkejield,  near  Kenemto,  June  29,  1864,  , 
Major  General  Hai.LGL'K,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Our  loss  on  the  27th  will  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  (J. 500.)  As  a  seal,  the 
firat  reports  were  overstated.  General  Hark^'  is  dead.  The  wounded  are  do- 
ing well,  and  most  are  already  sent  to  the  rear  in  ears.  Some  few  of  the  dead 
and  wounded  were  left  in  the  enemy's  hands,  close  to  his  parapet. 

I  am  accumulating  stores  that  will  enable  me  to  cut  loose  from  the  railroad  for 
a  time,  and  avoid  the  Kenesaw  Hill,  which  gives  the  enemy  too  much  advantage. 
I  will  aim  to  get  to  the  railroad  below  Marietta  by  a  circuit,  or  actually  reach 
.the  Chattahoochee.     Our  right  flack  is  now  on  the  Sandtown  road  below  Oliey'e 

w.  T.  shekma:s. 

Major  General. 


[Ciijhev.] 


Hbadquaetebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,,  near  Kenesaw,  June  29,  1S64. 
General  IloosSEAU,  Nashville,  Tennessee  : 

I  have  yours  of  the  27t\  Of  course  go  on  and  make  all  the  preparations,  but 
do  not  stait  until  we  Itnow  something  definite  of  General  A.  J.  Smith,  and  until 
I  have  pushed  Johnson  across  the  Chattahoochee.  The  points  of  importance 
are  Montgomery,  Opelika,  and  Columbus,  Georgia,  I  have  had  forage  placed 
at  Pensacola  in  ease  of  the  party  having  to  go  there.  Don't  move  until  I  give 
specific  orders.    , 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


IlEADQrARTERS  MILITARY   DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejield,  near  Kenesaw,  June  30,  1864. 
General  Schofield  : 

General  Thomas  is  here.  He  will  stndy  his  ground  well  and  prepare  to  re- 
lieve Haecall's  division  to-niglit,  in  which  event  I  want  you  with  your  whole 
force  to  occupy  between  Olley'a  cx'eet  and  Nickajack,  to  drive  the  enemy  from 
the  forks  of  the  road,  and  picket  as  far  down  the  Fnlton  road  as  Nickajack 
creek,  and  as  far  on  the  Sandtown  road  as  possible.     At  the  same  time  General 
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Stoaeman'a  cavalry,  supported  by  MuCook,  ahoiild  move  acroaa  Sweetwater  by 
Powder  Springa,  and  down  the  west  side  of  Sweetwater  creek  to  Sweetwater 
town,  which  crosaiag  once  secure,  Stonemao  to  hold  it  aud  McOook  to  return  to 
Lost  Mountain. 

General  McPherson'a  command  to  remain  where  it  is  until  our  stores  are  com- 
plete, whenhia  cavalry  will  guard  theroadefrom  Marietta  towards  Alatooiia,  while 
MePherson  moves  with  his  whole  command  down  the  Sandtown  road  to  the 
Chattahoochee.  If  Johnaton  holds  on  to  the  Kenesaw,  then  we  mast  strike 
some  point  on  the  railroad  between  Marietta  and  the  bridge;  but  if  he  let  go  of 
Marietta,  then  we  will  swing  across  tbe  raiboad  to  a  position  that  gives  us  again 
the  use  of  the  railroad. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Majm-  General  Commanding. 

[Ciphcv.] 
HBADaTTARTBRS  Mrl.lTARY  DlVrSION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Kenesaw,  June  30,  1S64. 
General  Rousseau,  Nashville,  Tennessee  ; 

The  movement  that  I  want  yon  to  study  and  be  prepared  for  is  contingent 
on  the  fact  that  General  A.  J.  Smith  defeata  Forrest  or  holds  him  well  in  check 
and  after  I  sncceed  in  making  Joe  Johnaton  pass  the  Chattahoochee  with  hia 
army,  when  I-  want  you  to  go  in  peraon  or  to  send  some  good  officer  with  3,500 
good  cavalry  well  armed,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  pack-mules  loaded  with  am- 
munition, salt,  sugar  and  coffee,  and  aome  bread  or  flour,  depending  on  tbe 
country  for  foiage,  meat  and  corn-meal.  The  party  might  take  two  light  Rod- 
man guns,  with  orders  in  ease  of  very  rapid  movements  to  cut  the  wheels  and 
burn  the  carriages,  taking  aledges  along  to  break  off  trunniona  and  wedge  them 
into  the  muaales.  The  expedition  ahould  start  from  Decatur,  move  slowly  to 
Blonntsville  and  Asbville,  and  if  the  way  is  clear,  cross  the  Coosa  at  the  Ten 
Islands  or  the  railroad  bridge,  deatroyiog  it  after  their  passage,  then  move  rap- 
idly fov  Talladega  or  Oxford,  and  then  for  the  nearest  ford  or  bridge  over  the 
Tallapoosa.  That  passed,  the  expedition  should  move  with  rapidity  on  the  rail- 
road between  Tuskegee  and  Opelika,  breaking  up  the  road  and  twisting  the  bars 
of  ii-ou.  They  should  work  on  that  road  night  aud  day,  doing  all  the  damage 
possible,  toward  and  inclnding  Opelika.  If  no  serious  opposition  offer,  they 
should  threaten  Columbus,  Georgia,  and  then  turn  up  the  Chattahoochee  to  join 
v\s,  between  Marietta  and  Atlanta,  doing  all  the  mischief  possible.  No  infantry 
in  position  should  be  attacked,  aad  the  party  should  avoid  all  fighting  possible, 
bearing  in  mind,  for  their  own  safety,  that  Pensacola,  Rome,  the  Etowah  and 
my  army,  are  all  places  of  refuge.  If  compelled  to  make  Pensacola,  they  should 
leave  their  horses,  embark  for  New  Orleans  and  come  round  to  NashviUe  again. 

Study  this  well  and  be  prepared  to  act  on  orders  when  tbe  time  cornea. 
Selma,  though  important,  ia  more  easily  defended  than  the  route  I  have  named. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HEADauARTERS  Army  OF  THE  Ohio,  June  30,  1864.    . 
Major  General  Shbrmah  : 

It  occurs  to  me  as  a  ijueBtion  worthy  of  consideration  whether  Johnston,  in 
anticipation  of  your  present  movement,  may  not  bring  up  to  Marietta  two  or 
three  weeks'  supplies,  close  the  gorge  of  his  lines  in  rear  of  Marietta,  and  meet 
you  there  in  a  strongly  intrenched  position  and  with  a  greater  amount  of  sup- 
plies than  you  can  cairy. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIBLD,  Major  General. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


102  COMMITTEE    ON   THE    CONDUCT    OP   THE    WAB. 

HEADaoARTCRs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

la  the  field,  near  Kenesaw,  June  30,  1864 — 8J  p.  m. 
General  Schofield: 

Johnston  may  do  as  you  suggest,  but  I  hardly  think,  even  in  the  event  you 
conjecture,  will  he  be  willing  lo  haye  me  interfere  between  him  and  the  rest  of 
the  confederacy.  I  am  not  bound  to  attack  him  in  his  position,  after  getting  below 
him,  but  may  cross  the  Chattahoochee  and  destroy  all  his  railroads  before  he  can 
prevent  it,  which  will  be  a  desperate  game  for  us  both.  I  am  aware  of  all  the 
chances,  but  we  must  take  the  initiative  and  risk  something,  or  attack  him 
where  he  now  is. 

Our  communications  are  now  secure,  aad  tlie  time  more  favorable  for  making 
a  risk  than  if  we  wait  looking  at  each  other  till  he  gets  cavalry  to  our  rear. 
W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 
Major  General  Gommanding. 


HEADaUARTKKS  MiLITABV  PlVISTOK  OF  THE  MiSSISSIPl'I, 

In  ike  field,  near  Keneeaw,  June  30, 1864. 
General  ScHOFrELo: 

I  think  1  have  contemplated  every  move  on  the  chess-board  of  war,  but  am 
always  much  obliged  for  yoar  full  views,  I  regard  each  of  my  three  ai-mies  as 
able  to  hold  in  check  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  mass  or  overwhelm  a  part 
until  the  others  come  up,  aud  try  so  to  manage  that  each  army  is  an  unit. 
Should  Johnston  hold  us  ia  the  new  position  aimed  at,  we  still  have  the  Ala- 
toona  and  Etowah  to  our  rear  all  safe,  and  more  secure  by  a  division  of  five 
tliousand  {5,000)  men  that  has  reached  Chattanooga  and  Kingston  from  Hunts- 
ville. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  lienesav,,  July  1,  1S64. 
General  %TKP.Dmkti,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee: 

To-morrow  I  propose  to  move  in  such  a  way  that  my  communication  with 
the  railroad  may  be  broken  for  some  days,  and  great  attention  must  be  giveii 
to  the  line  of  the  Etowah,  especially  Cartei'svilJe  and  Alatoona  N>w  that  you 
have  General  John  E.  Smith's  division,  send  to  Alatoona  and  Rome  the  two 
regiments  that  belong  there,  that  have  been  detained  along  the  i-oad.  You  will 
now  have  all  of  Lowe's  division  of  oavah-y  for  guarcling  off  to  the  east;  it  has 
heretofore  been  tied  down  to  Kingston,  but  should  now  be  over  about  Adairs- 
ville  and  Talking  Bock,  scouting  all  the  time. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Hkaik-iuarters  Military  Division  of  the 

Iti  the  field,  near  Kenesaw,  July  1,  1864. 
Major  Genei'al  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General  Schofield  is  now  south  of  ODey's  creek  and  on  the  head  of  Nickajack. 
I  have  been  liarrj  ing  down  provisions  and  forage,  and  to-morrow  night  propose 
t(.i  move  General  McPberson  from  the  left  to  the  extreme  right,  back  of  General 
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Thomas.  This  will  bring  my  right  within  three  miles  of  Chattahoochee,  and 
ahont  five  of  the  railroad.  By  this  movement  I  think  I  can  force  Johnston  to 
move  his  army  down  from  Kenesaw  to  defend  his  railroad  crossing  and  the  Chat- 
tahoochee, when  I  will  by  the  left  flank  reach  the  railroad  below  Marietta.  But 
I  cnt  loose  from  the  railroad  with  ten  (10)  days'  supplies  in  wagons,  Johnston 
may  come  out  of  his  iutrenehments  and  attack  General  Thomas,  which  is  what 
I  want,  for  General  Thomas  is  well  intrenched  parallel  with  the  enemy,  so«th 
of  Keuesaw.  I  think  Alatoona  and  the  line  of  the  Etgwah  are  strong  enough 
for  me  to  venture  on  this  move.  The  movement  is  substantially  down  the 
Sandtown  road,  straight  for  Atlanta. 

W.  T.  SIIERBIAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher] 

Ubaduuarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Kcnesaw,  July  2,  1864. 
General  Bousseau,  Nashville,  Tennessee  : 

Now  is  the  time  for  the  raid  to  Opelika.  Telegraph  me  whether  you  ^o  your- 
self, or  who  will  command.  Forrest  is  in  Mississippi,  ajid  Roddy  has  also  goae 
there.     All  other  rebel  cavalry  is  here, 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  i 


HeAUQUARTERS  MlLlTAliY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MlSSISSIi-PI, 

In  the  field.  Marietta,  July  3,  1864—6^  p.  m. 
General  McPherson  : 

Thomas  has  Hooker  on  the  road  out  of  Marietta,  which  is  called  an  Atlanta 
road,  but  runs  to  the  Sandtown  road,  crossing  Nickajaek  at  Ruff  &  Dunn's 
mill ;  he  finds  the  eaemy  intrenched  a  mile  this  side  of  the  mill.  Howard  is 
on  the  main  Atlanta  road,  which  is  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and  Palmer  is 
intermediate,  all  finding  the  enemy  near  the  line  ipdicated  by  the  crossroad  from 
above  Week's  to  the  main  road,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  Ruff's.  I  am  con- 
vinced the  enemy  left  Marietta  in  haste  and  confuson  this  morning.  Al!  the  col- 
umns have  taken  many  prisoners,  and  had  the  pursuit  been  vigorous  we  could  have 
secured  three  or  four  thousand  (3,000  or  4,000}  prisoners  and  many  wagons.  Now 
the  halt  is  of  course  to  save  time.  If  you  ever  worked  in  your  life,  work  at  day- 
break to-morrow  on  the  flank,  crossing  Nickajaek  somehow,  and  the  mom.ent 
you  discover  confusion  pour  in  yonr  fire.  You  know  what  a  retreating  mass 
across  pontoon  bridges  means.  Feel  strong  to-night  and  make  feints  of  pursuit 
with  artillery.  I  know  JohnSrton's  withdrawal  is  not  strategic,  but  for  ffood 
reasons,  after  he  crosses  the  Chattahoochee;  but  his  situation  with  that  river  behind 
him  is  not  comfortable  at  all.  If  you  can  get  him  once  started,  follow  up  and 
call  on  Schofield.  Let  him  read  this.  You  both  see  the  whole  game  as  well 
as  I  do.  Let  Stoneman  threaten  about  Baker  and  Howell's  femes,  and  you 
secure,  if  you  can,  the  bridge  and  crossing  at  Nickajaek,  opposite  Thomas  I 
will  send  Logan  to  you  to-morrow,  but  you  have  as  many  men  as  can  operate 
iu  that  pocket.  I  don't  confine  you  to  any  crossing,  but  press  the  enemy  all 
the  time  iu  flank,  till  he  is  across  the  Chattahoochee. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  (. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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HKAIIl-iUARTERS  M[J.[TARY  PiVlStON  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

]n  the. field.  Marietta,  July  3,  1864— 6J  p.  m. 
Ge\er.m.  Thomas: 

The  more  I  reflect,  the  more  I  know  Jolinaton'B  halt  is  to  save  time  to  cross 
his  material  and  men.  Ho  genei-d,  such  as  he,  would  invite  battle  with  the 
Chattahoochee  behind  him,  I  have  ordered  McPhersoa  and  Schofield  to  ci-osa 
Nichajack  at  anj  coat,  and  work  night  and  day  to  get  the  enemy  etai'ted  in 
confusion  toward  his  bridges.  I  know  you  appreciate  the  situation.  We  will 
never  have  such  a  chance  again,  and  I  want  you  to  impress  on  Hooker,  Howard, 
.and  Pdmer  the  importance  of  the  most  intense  energy  of  attack  to-night  and  in 
the  morning,  and  to  press  with  vehemence  at  aay  cost  of  life  and  matei'ial. 
Every  inch  of  his  line  should  be  felt,  and  the  moment  there  is  a  give,  pursuit 
should  be  made  by  day  with  lines,  and  by  night  with  a  single  head  of  column 
and  section  of  artillery  to  each  corps  following  a  road.  Hooker  should  com- 
municate with  McPheraon  by  a  circuit,  if  necessary,  and  act  ia  concert.  You 
kuow  what  loss  would  ensue  to  Johnston  if  he  crosses  his  bridges  at  night  in 
confusion,  with  artillery  thundering  at  random  on  his  rear. 

I  have  reason  to  know  that  if  our  head  of  column  had  made  for  EufPs  instead 
of  Marietta,  we  would  have  cut  o if  two  thousand  (2,000)  men  and  three  hundred 
(300)  wagons.  But  still  we  have  now  the  best  chance  ever  offered  of  a  large 
army  fighting  at  a  disadvantage,  with  a  river  to  his  reiu-. 

Send  copies  of  this  to  Hooker,  Palmer,  and  Howai-d.  I  have  iufltructed 
McPhersoti,  Schofield,  and  Gairaril, 

"W.  T.  SHEHMAN", 
Mojm-  General  Coynmancling. 


[Cipher.] 

Headciuarters  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

Marietta,  Ga.,  July  3, 1364 — 10  a.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  ; 

-The  movement  on  our  right  caused  the  enemy  to  evacuate.  We  occupied 
Kenesaw  at  daylight,  and  iVtarietta  at  8J  a.  m.  Tliomas  is  moving  down  the 
main  road  toward  the  Chattahoochee,  McPherson  toward  the  mouth  of  Nickajack, 
on  the  Sandtown  road.  Our  cavalry  is  oa  the  extreme  flank.  ■  Whether  the 
enemy  will  halt  this  side  of  Chattahoochee  or  not  will  soon  be  known.  Ma- 
rietta is  almost  entirely  abandoned  by  its  inhabitants,  and  more  than  a  mile  of 
the  railroad  iron  is  removed  between  the  town  and  the  foot  of  Kenesaw.  I  pro- 
pose to  press  the  enemy  close  till  he  is  across  the  Chattahoochee  river,  when  I 
must  accumulate  stores  and  better  guard  my  rear. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  _ 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Heabquartegs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  July  4,  1864. 
General;  I  am  satisfied  the  enemy  will  attempt  with  his  cavalry  to  cross 
the  Chattahpoche  about  Eoswell,  and  make  an  attempt  on  our  communications. 
To  counteract  him  you  will  move  in  that  direction,  and  watch  close,  taking  some 
position  in  which  to  rally  our  infantry,  a  brigade  of  which  is  at  Marietta,  a  strong 
Brigade  at  Alatoona,  and  General  Thomas  will  be  instructed  to  hold  McCook's 
'  '  le  ready  to  go  to  your  assistance.  Ton  may  draw  out  at  once  and  go  to 
id  if  you  can  find  your  way  to  it  you  may  gain  a  secure  position, 
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from  which  you  can  watch  that  point.  In  case  the  enemy's  cavalry  get  across, 
yon  laiwt  hurry  to  him,  wherever  opposition  is  possible,  and  send  couriers  rapidly 
to  me,  and  to  the  point  of  the  railroad  threatened.  In  the  mean  time,  repoi-t  to 
me  frequently,  and  use  your  cavalry  as  though  you  were  preparing  to  cross 
yourself,  or  were  only  waiting  for  the  waters  to  subside  and  make  the  ford 
practicable.  You  now  understand  the  geography  so  well  there  that  I  haveno  doubt 
you  can  prevent  Wheeler  from  doing  much  damage  between  Marietta  and  Ala- 
toona.  In  case  he  passes  down  by  Cauton  to  go  towai-d  Cartersville  send  notice, 
and  hang  on  his  rear.  We  now  have  a  full  division  of  infantry  at  Kingslfln. 
AiTost  every  citizen  in  the  country  whom  you  find  likely  to  prove  a  spy,  and 
keep  moving,  ao  that  your  force  cannot  be  computed. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  Cvmmanding. 
General  Garrard, 

€o?nmanding  Division  of  Cavalry. 


HEADttUARTERS  MILITARY  DlVESIOX  OF   THE  MiSSlSSIPPr, 

Ih  the  yield,  July  4,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  will  attempt  to  molest  our  rear  with  hia  cavalry, 
and  that  he  has  reserved  Eosweil  fortified  for  that  very  purpose.  To  counteract 
his  designs,  I  have  ordered  Garrard  with  his  whole  cavalry  to  proceed  to  Ros- 
well,  take  the  place  if  he  can,  otherwise  hang  near  it,  watching  the  river,  oppo- 
sing such  a  movement  all  he  can,  and  giving  us  and  all  points  of  the  railroad 
timely  notice.  I  wish  you  would  so  hold  McOook  as  promptly  to  re-enforce  Gar- 
rard if  need  be.  As  soon  as  I  ascertain  the  exact  situation  on  the  right,  aa  to 
Turner's  Ferry,  and  what  progress  McPherson  has  made,  I  will  order  Sehofi.eld 
round  where  G-arrardnow  is.  I  will  go  to-morrow,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  wish 
you  to  hold  sti-ong  the  points  now  at  Howard's  aud  Palmer's  head  of  column, 
and  merely  picket  light  the  load  by  which  Garrard  moved,  as  I  feel  sure  the 
enemy  will  not  attempt  a  sally  ther-e.  Hooker  need  not  hold  the  line  from 
Palmer  i-ound  to  McPherson's,  but  draw  in  to  his  left,  save  by  a  line  of  videttes. 
I  want  you  with  your  whole  army  to  press  steadUy  down  on  the  enemy,  whUe 
McPherson  cuts  in  on  his  tiauk,  Schofield  to  he  held  to  re-enforce  either  part. 
Stoneman  will  threaten  tw  cross  the  Chattahooche,  and  break  the  Atlanta  and 
West  Point  road,  especially  if  the  enemy  send  cavalry  against  our  line  of  road. 
Instead  of  occupying  Ackwoith,  Big  Shanty,  and  Mai-ietta,  I  think  we  had 
better  concentrate  about  the  base  of  ICenesaw,  near  that  water  station,  a  point 
that  could  be  defended  against  cavalry  with  great  ease. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Com-manding, 


Heabquartf.rs  Mtlitarv  Divisioiv  of  thk  Mississippi, 
Jn  ike  field,  three  miles  from  railroad,  bridge,  July  5,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Gf.SEral  :  I  have  ordered  Schofield  over  to  this  road,  in  rear  of  the  centre, 
preparatory  to  moving  him  over  to  about  the  north  of  Rottenwood,  or  Eosweil 
factory,  according  to  reports  I  may  receive  from  General  Garrard.  I  was  in 
hopes  you  would  get  control  of  the  ridge  commanding  Turner's  Ferry  before  the 
enemy  could  get  across,  but  I  think  it  is  no*r  too  late,  unless  you  have  gained  the 
ridge  described  as  lying  along  the  Chattahooche,  above  the  mouth  of  Nickajack. 
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Do  Dot  attempt  it  unless  it  be  certain  of  success,  or  unlesa  you  know  tbat  some 
part  of  Johnston's  army  or  material  is  not  yet  across.  My  information  ia  that  Hood's 
and  Polk's  corps  are  across,  and  that  Hardee  remains  oa  this  aide,  occupying 
a  line  of  intrenchments  from  the  bridge  down  to  Kickajack.  I  rather  think  the 
enemy  will  preserve  this  order  of  things  until  we  develop  our  game.  Stoneman 
will  continue  to  threaten  the  river  between  Nickajack  and  Sweetwater,  and  you 
may  co-operate  and  gain  any  substantial  advantage  you  can,  but  be  prepared  to 
move  whenever  events  may  call.  Hooker  should  be  ap  nearer  to  Palmer.  How- 
ard's left  is  on  the  Chattahoochee,  near  Paice's  Ferry,  where  the  enemy  had  a 
pontoon  bridge,  which  is  eat  loose  and  is  swung  to  their  bank.  I  niiderstand 
he  has  two  pontoon  bridges  at  the  railroad  bridge.  That  bridge  is  still  good, 
and  was  being  very  actively  used  to-day  in  passing  ti'mns.  We  have  the  road  to 
within  about  two  (2)  miles  of  the  bridge,  including  Vining's  Station,  where  John- 
ston was  last  night. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAIf, 
Major  General  C 
Major  General  JIcPiiekson. 


Headquarters  Militakv  Divisrow  op  the  Missi^sippf, 

In  theJidd,nEar  Chattahoochee  nver,Jaly  5,  1864. 
Dear  8T0NBMA^  :  I  have  your  uote,  which  is  very  satisfactory.  I  have 
heard  of  your  general  success  frora  other  quarters.  I  ■will  instract  General 
Ban-y  to  give  you  a  good  four-gun  battery  if  he  caa  get  one  from  some  of  the 
commauds.  Our  left  ia  now  on  the  river  above  the  railroad  bridge.  We  find 
Hardee's  corps  inti-enched  on  this  side  the  river  fi-om  the  bridge  down  to  the 
mouth  of  Nickajack ;  we  hear  the  other  two  corps  and  militia  are  across.  We 
can  see  Atlanta  plain,  hut  it  will  require  hard  fighting  and  science  to  lake  it. 
It  mast  be  done.  Garrard  is  gone  up  to  Roswell,  and  I  hope  to  hear  from  him 
to-night.  I  think  Johnston  will  send  all  his  effective  cavalry  round  by  the 
north  to  strike  our  railroad,  and  must  keep  (larrard  well  on  that  flank  with 
McOook  to  snpport  him.  I  think  you  can  whip  anything  that  attempts  to  cross 
on  your  flank.  Keep  up  the  delusion  of  our  crossing  below  Sandtown  as  long 
as  possible,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  expects  it.  We  have  a 
nice  game  of  war  and  must  make  no  mistakes.  We  ought  to  have  caught 
Johnston  oa  his  retreat,  but  he  had  prepared  the  way  too  well.  We  have  killed 
and  crippled  a  good  number  and  have  a  couple  thousand  prisoners,  some  taken 
ia  fair  fight  and  some  gathered  up  straggling  behind.  He  can  no  longer  look 
inl«  our  camps  as  he  did  from  Keneaaw.  Try  and  pick  up  as  many  of  his  scouts 
as  you  can,  and  gathei'  in  every  citizen  of  whom  you  entertain  a  suspicion. 
Schofield  will  move  over  to  our  left,  up  the  Chattahoochee,  about  Roswell  or 
below  it.  Write  often.  My  headijuarters  are  oa  the  main  road  about  three 
miles  back  from  railroad  bridge. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headqdabters  Military  Division  op  thg  Mississippi, 

iw  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  Jviy  5,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  WashingUm : 

On  the  3d  we  pursued  the  enemy  by  all  the  roada  south  till  we  found  bin 
in  aa  intrenched  position  which  had  been  prepared  in  advance ;  its  salient  oi 
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the  main  Marietta  and  Atlanta  road  about  five  miles  south  of  Marietta,  and  the 
wings  behind  the  Nickajack  and  Rottenwood  creeks.  Dnriog  the  4th,  General 
Thomas  pressed  the  sahent,  and  McPherson  and  Schofield  moved  against  Nick- 
ajack. By  pressing  close  and  threatening  the  Chattahoochee  at  Sacdtown  and 
below,  Johnston  retreated  in  the  night,  and  now  has  his  main  force  and  wagons 
across  the  Chattahoochee,  with  Hardee's  corps  on  this  side  strongly  intrenched 
in  a  sort  of  tete-du-pont  on  a  ridge  of  hills  beginning  at  the  railroad  bridge 
and  extending  down  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Nickajack.  We  have  worked 
hard,  and  now  Thomas'  left  is  on  the  Chattahoochee,  three  miles  above  the 
railroad  bridge  at  Paice'e  Ferry,  St-oneman  has  been  most  active  with  the 
cavalry  about  Sweetwater,  and  is  now  on  the  Chattahoochee  about  Sandtown, 
auiJ  General  Gari'ard  started  this  morning  for  Roswell  Factory.  1  have  no 
report  from  him  yet.  I  am  now  far  ahead  of  my  railroad  and  telegraph  and 
want  them  to  catch  up,  and  may  be  here  some  days.  Atlanta  is  in  plain  view 
nine  miles  distant.  We  have  had  continual  skirmishing,  but  our  losses  are 
small,  while  we  have  inflicted  more  to  the  enemy.  Our  prisoners  taken  in  the 
last  two  days  will  not  fall  much  short  of  two  thousand  (2,000.)  The  extent 
of  the  enemy's  parallel  already  taken  is  wonderful,  and  much  of  the  same  sort 
confronts  us  yet,  and  is  seen  beyond  the  Chattahoochee. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  CoinmandiT/g. 


HeADQVARTBRS  MiLlTABY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  tkejleld,  near  Chattalioochee  River,  July  6,  1864. 
General  :  I  have  just  received  your  note  announcing  that  you  have  posses- 
sion of  Eoewell,  This  is  important;  watch  well  the  crossing  there, tint  not  in 
force,  keep  youi  main  force  concealed  somewhat.  General  McCook  has  just 
started  for  some  point  between  Rottenwood  and  Soap  creeks,  where  he  will  he 
near  you.  I  intend  to  throw  Schofield  over  on  that  flank  the  moment  I  pro- 
pose to  attempt  a  crossing.  Foida  are  much  better  than  bridges,  and  therefore 
have  the  river  examined  well  as  to  fords.  I  am  on  the  main  road  at  the  point 
whei'e  a  branch  goes  to  Vining's,  on  the  railroad.  Howard  ia  at  Viniag's,  and 
has  possession  of  Paice's.  McPherson's  right  is  at  Howell's  Ferry,  below  Nicka- 
jack. The  enemy  holds  this  bank  from  the  railroad  bridge  down  to  Nickajack, 
and  seems  to  havo'it  well  fortified.  Atlanta  in  plain  Tiew.  Stoneman  threatens 
the  river  down  to  Sweetwater.  I  will  soon  have  a  telegraph  at  Vining's,  and 
yon  can  thus  communicate  by  Marietta.  You  will  have  rest  for  a  few  days,  and 
should  take  advantage  of  all  grain-fields. 
Yours,  truly, 


General  Garrard. 


W.  T.  SHERMA^f, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 
HEADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

la  thejield,  on  Chattahoochee,  July  6,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  B.  C: 

I  have  just  received  Secretary  Stanton's  despatcli,  and  don't  understand  how 
Semraes  and  crew  were  allowed  to  leave  the  sinking  Alabama  in  an  English 

I  would  have  preferred  the  President  had  not  proclaimed  martial  law  in  Ken- 


>y  Go  Ogle 


108  COMMITTEE    ON    THE   CfNDUCT    OP    THE    WAR. 

tucky  but  BimfJy  alkwed  the  military  commanders  to  arieet  and  banish  all 
malcontents  whilp  the  honest  and  indu^tiious  etaj  at  homes  were  encouraged 
by  the  increase  of  Becunty  Jobn'*ton  made  two  breaks  m  the  railxoad?  one 
above  Marietta  and  one  near  Vinmg  s  Station  The  iormei  is  ■Ja'eady*done,  and 
Johnatons  army  has  aheady  heaidthe  sound  of  om  locomotives.  The  telegraph 
is  done  to  Viniug's,  and  the  field  wiie  is  just  at  my  bivouac,  and  will  be  ready  to 
carry  this  to  you  as  soon  as  translated  into  cipher, 

I  propose  to  study  the  crossings  ot  the  Chattahoochee,  and  when  all  is  ready, 
to  move  qdek.  As  a  beginning,  I  keep  the  wagons  and  troops  well  back  from 
the  river,  and  display  to  the  enemy  only  the  picket  line,  with  a  few  batteries 
along  at  random.  Have  moved  General  Schofieid  to  a  point  where  he  can  in  a 
single  march  reach  the  Chattahoochee  at  a  point  above  the  railroad  bridge, 
where  there  is  a  ford.  At  pn'sent  the  waters  are  turbid  and  swollen  by  the  late 
rains,  but  if  the  present  hot  weathei  lasts,  the  water  will  run  down  very  fast. 
We  have  pontoocs  enough  foi  foui  (4)  briclges,  but,  aa  our  crossing  will  be 
resisted,  we  must  manceuivre  some.  All  the  regular  crosaing-places  are  covered 
hy  forts  apparently  of  long  construction;  but  we  shall  cross  in  due  time,  and 
instead  of  attacking  Atlanta  direct,  or  any  of  its  forts,  propose  to  make  a  circuit, 
destroying  all  its  railroads.  This  is  a  delicate  movement  and  must  be  done 
with  cantion. 

Our  army  is  in  good  condition  and  full  of  confidence,  but  the  weather  is 
intensely  hot,  and  a  good  many  men  have  fallen  with  sun-atroke.  This  is  a  high 
and  healthy  country,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  army  is  good. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mis-sissippi, 

In  the  field,  Chattahoochee  River,  July  6,  1864. 
General  Rnus.SBAC,  Nashville  and  Decattcr  : 

That  cavalry  expedition  must  now  he  off,  and  mnst  proceed  with  the  utmos* 
enei^  and  confidence.  Everything  here  is  favorable,  and  I  have  ofiicial  inform- 
ation that  General  A.  J.  Smith  is  ont  from  Memphis  with  force  enough  to  give 
Forrest  full  occupation.  Expeditions  inland  are  also  out  from  Vicksburg  and 
Baton  RoMge,  as  well  aa  against  Mobile.  If  managed  with  secrecy  and  rapidity 
the  expedition  cannot  fail  of  success  and  will  accomplish  much  good. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Held,  near  Cattahoochee,  Jvly  7,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

Dear  General  ;  I  send  Major  McCoy  down  to  see  you.  I  did  intend  to 
ride  the  lines  to-day,  but  have  my  mind  so  intent  on  a  crossing  place  that  I 
want  to  be  near.  The  cars  now  run  into  Marietta  and  down  as  far  aa  a  break, 
that  wOl  be  repaired  to-day,  about  four  miles  back  of  the  bridge. 

The  enemy  liold,  as  a  tete-du-pont,  the  hilla  from  Nickajack  to  a  point  about 
two  miles  above  the  bridge,  I  rather  prefer  this  should  be  so,  as  he  will  have 
leaa  on  the  other  side.  I  wish  you  to  display  as  much  anxiety  to  cross  as  pos- 
sible and  as  low  down,  but  keep  your  masses  ready  to  move  to  the  real  quarter 
when  required. 

I  wish  you  to  nse  aitillery  pretty  freely,  and  if,  as  I  understand,  you  have  a 
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plunging  fire  on  the  extreme  point  of  tliat  range  near  Kiokajack,  get  plenty  of 
guns — say  tliirty — and  give  it  thunder. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  an  important  despatch  from  Canby,  in  addition  to  which 
General  Kouaseau  will  start  from  Decatur  for  Opelika. 

If  you  see  Stoneman  feel  him,  and  see  how  he  would  like  to  work  down  the 
river,  say  thirty  (30)  miles,  and  also  make  a  dash  at  Opelika,  swinging  back  to 
us  or  to  Rome  for  safety.  A  break  of  twenty  miles  from  Opelika  westward  is 
perfectly  practicable  and  would  be  a  good  blow.  In  the  mean  time,  we  can  im- 
prove our  communicatious  and  get  a  sure  crossing  at  some  point  above. 
Yoifi-8,  &c„ 

W,  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding 
General  McPhersox. 


HiiAiiciUARTERS  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Chattahoochee,  July  7,  1864. 
General  :  Your  report  is  received  and  is  most  acceptable.  I  had  no  idea 
that  the  factories  at  Eoswell  remained  in  operation,  but  supposed  the  machinery 
had  all  heea  removed.  Their  utter  destruction  is  right  and  meets  my  entire 
approval ;  and  to  make  the  matter  complete,  vow  will  arrest  the  owners  and  em- 
ployes aod  send  them  under  guard,  charged  with  treason,  to  Marietta,  and  I 
will  see  as  to  any  man  in  America  hoisting  the  French  flag,  and  then  devoting 
Ilia  labor  and  capital  to  supplying  armies  in  open  hostility  to  our  government, 
and  claimiug  the  benefit  o?  his  neutral  flag.  Should  yon,  under  the  impulse  of 
anger,  natural  at  contemplating  such  perfidy,  bang  the  wretch,  I  approve  the 


I  have  sent  General  SchofieSd  to  reconnoitre  over  on  that  flank,  and  I  want  a 
lodgement  made  on  the  other  bank  as  soon  as  possible,  anywhere  from  .Roswell 
down  to  the  vicinity  of  Soap's  creek.  I  have  no  doubt  the  opposite  bank  is 
picketed,  but,  as  you  say,  the  mmn  cavalry  force  of  Wheeler  has  moved  to  the 
other  flank,  and  we  should  take  advantage  of  it.  If  you  can  make  a  lodgement 
on  the  south  bank  anywhere,  and  secure  it  well,  do  so.  General  Schofiuld  will 
be  near  to  follow  it  up  and  enlarge  the  foothold.  He  had  just  started  from 
Buff's  Station  a  few  minutes  before  1  received  your  despatch,  but  I  telegraphed 
the  substance  to  be  sent  to  overtake  him.  Keep  a  line  of  couriers  back  to 
Marietta,  and  telegraph  me  very  fully  and  often.  I  now  have  the  wires  to  my 
bivouac. 

By  selecting  some  one  ford,  say  the  second  or  third  below  the  mouth  of  Wil- 
leyoe  creek  on  your  sketch,  and  holding  a  force  there  concealed,  say  a  brigade 
with  your  battery ;  then  have  the  beads  of  each  of  your  other  two  brigades 
cross  at  night  at  the  nearest  fords,  and,  without  firing  a  gnn,  close  in  front  of  the 
brigade  in  position  ready  to  cross  with  artillery.  When  across  with  artillery, 
the  best  position  on  a  commanding  hill  should  be  fortified.  I  will  see  that  the 
cavalry  is  relieved  by  General  Schofield  at  once.  I  merely  suggest  this  plan, 
and  its  execution  about  daylight  to-morrow,  and  I  prefer  you  should  do  it. 

I  assure  you,  spite  of  any  little  disappointment  I  may  have  expressed,  I  feel 
for  you  personally  not  only  respect  but  affection,  and  wish  for  you  unmeasured 
success  aad  reputation ;  "but  I  do  wish  to  inspire  all  cavalry  with  my  conviction 
that  caution  and  prudence  should  be  but  a  very  small  element  in  their  characters. 

I  repeat  my  orders  that  yoa  arrest  all  people,  male  and  female,  connected 
with  those  factories,  no  matter  what  the  clamor,  and  let  them  foot  it,  under  guard, 
to  Marietta,  whence  I  will  send  them  by  cars  to  the  north.  Destroy  and  make 
the  same  disposition  of  all  mills,  save  small  flouring-mills  manifestly  for  local 
use,  but  all- saw-mills  and  factories  dispose  of  effectually,  and  nseful  laborers, 
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escuaed,  by  reason  of  their  skill  aa  maiinfactui-evs,  from  consciiption,  are  as 
ranch  prisoners  aa  if  armed.  The  poor  women  will  make  a  howl.  Let  them 
take  along  their  children  and  clothing,  pi-oviding  they  have  the  meana  of  hauling 
or  you  can  spare  them.  We  will  retain  them  until  they  can  reach  a  conatiy 
where  they  can  live  in  pea^e  and  security. 

In  your  nest  letter  give  me  aa  much  information  as  yort  can  aa  to  the  aize 
and  dimenaions  of  the  burned  bridge  at  Eoswejl  across  the  Chattahoochee.  We 
have  plenty  of  pontoon  bi-idging,  but  I  much  prefer  fords  for  so  large  an  aimy 

I  am,  with  respect,  yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Conimanding. 
General  G-arrard, 

Roswell,  Georgia, 


HeADQUARTBK?  5IiLlTARY  DtVrslON  OF  THG  MiSSFSSlPPI, 

1)1  the  field,  near  Ckattahooahee,  Jtdy  7,  1S64. 
General  IIalleck,  Washington,  D   C: 

Geaeval  Garrard  report?  to  me  that  he  is  in  poasesaion  of  Rosswell,  where 
were  several  valuable  cotton  and  wool  factoriea  in  full  operation,  also  paper- 
mills,  all  of  which,  by  my  order,  he  destroyed  by  fire.  They  had  been  for 
years  engaged  exclusively  at  woik  for  the  confederate  government ;  and  the 
owner  of  the  woollen  factory  diaplaj  ed  the  French  flag,  but  aa  he  failed  also  to 
show  the  United  States  flag,  General  Gan'ai'd  burned  it  alao.  The  main  cotton 
factory  was  valued  at  a  million  of  United  States  dollars.  The  cloth  on  hand  ia 
reserved  for  the  use  of  United  States  hospitals ;  and  I  have  ordered  General 
Garraid  to  ariust  foi  tieason  all  owners  and  employes,  foreign  and  native,  and 
send  them  undei  guaid  to  Marietta,  whence  I  will  send  them  north.  Being  ex- 
empt from  conscription  they  are  as  much  governed  bjPthe  rules  of  war  as  if  in 
the  rank«  llie  women  can  hnd  employment  in  Indiana.  Thia  whole  region 
was  demoted  to  mannfactoiies,  but  I  will  destroy  every  one  of  them.  John- 
ston IB  manceuviing  against  my  right,  and  I  will  try  and  pass  the  Chattahoo- 
chee by  mj  left  Ask  Mr  Stanton  not  to  publish  the  substance  of  my  de- 
spatches, for  they  reach  Eichmond  in  a  day,  and  are  telegraphed  at  once  to  At- 
lanta. The  Atlanta  papers  contain  later  news  from  Washington  than  I  get 
from  Nashville.  Absolute  ailence  in  military  mattera  ia  the  only  safe  rule.  Let 
our  public  learn  patience  and  common  sense. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


New  Orleans,  June  27,  1864. 
Major  General  Seiehma\: 

Genei'a!  Washbarn  has  sent  me  a  copy  of  your  despatth  to  him  of  the  14th 
instant.  I  had  pi-eviously  written  to  him  that  he  should  employ  A  J  Smith's 
troops,  and  any  others  that  he  could  reach,  to  pursue  and,  it  possible,  destioy 
Forrest's  command.  I  have  placed  nnder  his  control  all  the  militia  from  the 
northwestern  States  that  were  ordered  to  report  to  me,  and  se\eral  legiments  of 
old  troops  fiom  Missouri.  This  will  enable  him  to  give  Smith  an  effective 
force  of  twelve  (13)  or  fifteen  (15)  thousand  men,  and  leave  a  reserve  of  five 
thousand  (5,000}  for  other  operations.    I  will  start  the  expedition  against  Mo- 
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bile  four  clays  later.  A  cavaliy  espeditioa  will  start  at  the  same  time  from 
Vickaburg,  for  tlie  purpose  of  distracting  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  Smith's 
operations  and  those  in  thia  neighborhood.  A  large  cavalry  force  will  leave  the 
river  above  Eaton  Rouge  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road, 
and  Steele  will  also  be  instructed  to  make  a  demonstration  in  the  direction  of 
Price's  force.  We  have  labored  under  great  Sisadvantages  in  having  no  re- 
sources for  water  transportation  on  the  river,  hut  this  will  soon  be  overcome. 
E.  R.  S.  OANBY 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
HEAI3QUARTERS  MfUTARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field.,  near  Chattahoochee,  July  7,  1864. 
General  E.  R.  S.  Camby,  New  Orleans: 

Your  despatch  of  the  27th  June  is  received  and  is  very  agi'eeable  news.  I 
think  Generals  Smith  and  Mower  can  take  care  of  Forrest.  We  have  fought 
Johnston  steadily  back  for  a  hundred  miles  over  very  difficult  ground  fortified  at 
immense  labor.  I  don't  think  our  loss  exceeds  that  of  the  enemy.  It  has  been 
one  immense  skirmish,  with  small  battles  interspersed. 

This  army  remains  strong  in  numbers  and  spirit,  and  has  been  wonderfully 
supplied.  Though  repeatedly  broken,  our  railroad  and  telegraph  are  in  good  or- 
der to  the  rear,  and  I  have  depots  of  supplies  accumulated  at  fortified  points  to 

Atlanta  is  in  sight,  and  is  defended  by  a  well-handled  army  and  a  circle-  of 
finished  redoubts  ;  yet  I  shall  not  pause.  The  expeditions  from  Memphis,  Vicks- 
burg,  and  Baton  Rouge  are  most  important,  and  will  keep  employed  the  forces 
of  the  enemy  that  might  be  most  mischievous  to  my  rear. 

Also,  the  move  on  Jfobile  will  be  moat  opportune,  no  matter  in  what  strength, 
even  if  confined  to  a  feint. 

On  the  9th  T  start  a  lightly  equipped  cavalry_  force  of  about  three  thousand, 
(3,000,)  without  wagons,  from  Decatur,  Alabama,  to  Opelika,  to  break  up  the 
single  track  from  Montgomery  eastward,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  separate 
Alabama  from  Georgia.  This  force  may  be  compelled  to  go  to  Peusacola. 
Please  let  the  commanding  officer  at  Pensacola  look  out  for  them  about  the  20th 
to  S5th  of  July.  If  they  make  Pensacola,  they  will  leave  horses  there  and 
come  back  to  Tennessee  by  water.  Major  General  Rousseau  will  command. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  oj'  tug  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  7.  1S64. 
General  Rousseau,  Nashville  and  Decatur  ,- 

I  have  no  new  instructions  or  information  to  convey  to  you,  but  espect  you 
to  leave  Decatur  on  the  9th.  If  Roddy  be  about  Tuscumbia  you  might  send  a 
small  infantry  force  down  to  Waterloo  to  amuse  him  by  threatening  to  cross  and 
to  burn  the  Bear  Greek  bridge,  eight  {§)  miles  back  from  Eastport  and  five  (5) 
miles  east  from  luka.  You  may  give  out  that  you  are  going  to  Sclma,  but  be 
sure  to  go  to  Opelika  and  break  up  railroad  between  it  and  Montgomery.  There 
is  but  a  single  road  there  that  unites  the  Georgia  roads  with  the  Alabama  roads. 
I  am  convinced  General  A.  J.  Smith  will  give  full  employment  to  Forrest,  and  I 
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ivill  keep  Joe  Johnston  fully  employed,  and  Caiiby  will  look  oat  for  the  Mobile 
garrison.  When  you  reach  the  roads,  do  your  work  well,  burn  the  ties  in  piles, 
heat  the  iron  in  the  middle,  and  when  red-hot  let  the  men  pull  the  ends  so  as  to 
give  a  twist  to  the  rail.  If  simply  bent  the  rails  may  be  used  again ;  hiit  if  the 
rails  are  twisted  or  wrenched  they  cannot  be  used  again.  In  retreating,  you 
should  take  the  back  track;  and  if  pursued,  turn  for  me,  or  for  Eome,  or  Kings- 
ton, or  Alatoona. 

Be  sure  to  take  no  wagons,  but  pack  some  led  horses.  Travel  early  and  late 
in  the  days,  but  rest  at  midday  and  midnight.  Spare  your  horses  for  the  first 
week,  and  keep  them  ready  for  the  return  trip.  I  think  theijnly  force  in  your 
route  is  Pillow's,  about  Oxford,  or  Jacks ouvi lie,  or  Gadsden.  We  are  down  to 
the  Chattahoochee  and  will  soon  be  across.     All  is  well  with  us. 

W.T.SHERMAN", 
Major  Gena-al  Commanding. 


IlblADClCAnTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE   MISSISSIPPI, 

III  tJieJldd,  near  Chattaliooehee,  July  7,  1864. 
GiJnoral  Schofield,  Ruffs  Station: 

You  may  move  ti>  the  neighborhood  of  the  mouth  of  Soap's  creek.  Mask 
well  your  command,  and  make  a  lodgement  across  the  Chattahoocliee,  hut  do  not 
attempt  it  until  you  have  a  ford  near  by,  by  which  to  re-enforce  the  party  first 
sent,  or  by  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  retire.  We  can,  after  lodgement,  make 
roads  to  the  crossing,  and  may  add  pontoon  bridges,  of  which  we  have  enough  for 
four  bridges.  After  secui-ing  a  point  opposite  Soap's  eveek,  Roswell's  will  follow 
as  a  matter  of  course,  and  will  be  additional.  The  moment  I  hear  that  General 
Garrard  has  made  a  lodgement  at  Roswell's,  I  will. send  a  division  of  General 
McPherson  to  hold  fast  all  he  makes.  With  Koswelt's  and  mouth  of  Soap's 
creek,  we  have  plenty  of  room,  .with  Marietta  as  the  depot. 

I  will  go  down  to  General  McPhersoa's  and  stir  them  up  in  the  morning  by 
way  of  diversion. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HEADurABTEHS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

/k  thejidd,  near  Chattaliooehee,  July  8,  1864. 
General  ScHOFiBLD,  Bmff^s  Station  : 

It  is  all  important  I  should  know  as  soon  as  possible  the  general  topography 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  roads  in  every  di- 
rection, especially  toward  Stone  Mouut  and  Decatur.  If  you  caa  catch  a  few 
people  who  ought  to  know  all  about  it  send  them  to  me. 

1  will  go  to  the  extreme  right  lo-day.  General  Rousseau  will  start  from  De- 
Ciatur  for  Opelika  to-morrow,  and  General  Stonemaii  may  feign  down  as  far  aa 
Camphelton.     I  think  the  railroad  bridge  was  burned  last  night.     No  other 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
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Decatur,  Jultj  8,  1864. 
Major  Genera!  Sherman  : 

I  am  off  to-day,  after  all  sorts  of  petty  annoyances  composing  delays.     I 
hope  to  accomplish,  fully  what  you.  desire,  and  shall  do  my  best.     I  go  sixteen 
(Itl)  miles  to-day,  and  hope  to  reach  the  point  in  seven  (7)  to  eight  (8)  days, 
L.  H.  ROUSSEAU, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 

In  the  field,  near  Ckatlahoockee,  July  9,  1864, 
General  Thomas  : 

I  have  an  Atlanta  paper  of  the  6th,  I  think  its  tone  is  changed,  and  it  apolo- 
gizes for  the  necessity  of  civilians  quitting  the  place.  By  it  I  see  that  General 
Slocum  is  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and  have  no  doubt  we  will  soon  perceive  the 
effect  of  General  Smith's  move  in  Mississippi,  and  General  Oanhy's  against 
Mobile. 

If  General  Howard  could  get  a  cable  over  to  that  pontoon  bridge  and  haul  it 
into  pkce,  it  would  be  a,  constant  threat  at  that  point. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  _ 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headijuartees  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jm  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee,  July  8,  18G4, 
General  Thomas: 

General  Garrard  will  effect  a  lodegment  to-morrow  morning  at  Itoswell,  and 
General  Schofield  about  the  mouth  of  Soap's  creek.  The  moment  I  hear  that 
General  Garrard  is  successful,  I  will  send  one  of  General  McPherson's  corps 
up ;  but  he  is  so  far  off  that  it  may  become  necessary  to  re-enforce  him  (General 
■Garrard)  in  the  night  to-morrow,  in  which  case  I  will  call  for  a  division  of  Gene- 
ral Howard,  nearest  to  Hosweil,  to  be  relieved  by  General  McPherson  as  soon 
aa  he  can  get  there.  At  daybreak  to-morrow  make  some  display  to  assist  in 
covering  the  movements, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


RoSWELL,  July  9,  IS64— 7  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

I  have  the  ridge  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river.  The  infantry  should  come 
lip  at  once,  I  see  no  reason  why  1  cannot  hold  it;  but  cannot  tell  what  may 
occur  before  long. 

I  am,  very  respect  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  GARRARD, 
Brigadier  General  U.  S.  V. 


RoswELL,  Jaly  9,  186i— 9  p.  ki. 
Major  Genera]  Sher.man: 

I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  General  Newton  with  his  division,  4th  corps. 
All  was  ijniet,  and  he  relieved  me  about  dark.     My  cavalry  pickets  are  about 
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two  milea  from  the  river  oa  the  Atlanta  road.  There  has  heen  but  slight  oppo- 
Bitiou  to-day,  though  my  cavalry  pickets  stand  opposite  to  those  of  the  enemy, 
and  have  had  some  skirmishing.  No  sign  of  large  force  of  the  enemy's  infantry. 
The  ford  is  very  rough,  and  about  belly-deep.  Wagons  might  be  passed  over, 
though  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  bridge  built.  Dimensions  of  old  bridge  : 
length  six  hundred  and  forty-two  (642)  feet;  six  (6)  spans;  good  stone  piers 
fourteen  (14)  feet  from  water. 

K.  GARRARD, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding  Cavalri/. 


HEADaUARTEBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejield,  near  Chattahoochee,  July  9,  1S64. 
General  Halleck,  WasJiington,  D.  C.  ; 

I  telegraph  to  you,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Stanton  answers.  Drop  me  a  word 
now  and  then  of  advice  and  encouragement.  I  think  I  have  done  well  to  maio- 
tain  such  an  army  in  this  countiy,  fighting  for  sixty  (60)  days,  and  yet  my 
losses  are  made  up  by  the  natural  increase.  The  assault  I  made  was  no  mistake. 
I  had  to  do  it.  The  euemy,  aud  our  own  army  and  officers,  had  settled  down 
into  the  couviction  that  the  assault  of  lines  formed  no  part  of  my  game,  and 
the  moment  the  enemy  was  foimd  behind  anything  like  a  parapet,  why,  every- 
body would  deploy,  throw  up  counter-works,  and  take  it  easy,  leaving  it  to  the 
"Old  Man"  to  turn  the  position.  Had  the  assault  been  made  with  one-fourth 
moi-e  vigor,  (mathematically,)  I  would  have  put  the  head  of  Gfeorge  Thomas's 
whole  army  right  through  Johnston's  deployed  line,  on  the  best  ground  for  "go 
ahead,"  while  my  entire  forces  were  well  in  hand  on  roads  converging  to  my 
then  object,  Marietta.  Had  Harker  and  McCook  not  been  struck  down  so  early, 
the  assault  would  have  succeeded,  and  then  the  battle  would  have  all  been  in 
our  favor,  on  account  of  our  superiority  in  numbers  and  initiative.  Even  as  it 
was,  Johnston  has  been  much  more  cautious  since,  and  gives  gi-ound  more  freely. 
His  next  fighting  line  (Smyrna  camp  ground)  be  only  held  one  day. 

I  have  got  General  Schofield  across  the  Chattahoocliee  with  two  good  pon- 
toon bridges  without  loss,  and  momentarily  wait  the  news  of  my  cav^ry  being 
across  at  "SoBwell"  factory,  where  is  the  best  ford  on  the  whole  river;  but 
before  going  ahead  I  will  add  there  a  good  pier  or  trestle  bridge,  and  will,  at 
some  point  intermediate,  convenient  to  roads,  put  down  two  more  pontoon 
bridges,  making  five  bridges  and  three  fords,  before  1  put  the  army  across  the 
Chattahoochee. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  paper  in  reference  to  the  Roswell  facto- 
ries, TJjey  were  very  valuable,  and  were  burned  by  my  orders.  They  have 
been  engaged  almost  exclusively  in  manufacturing  cloth  for  the  confederate 
army,  and  you  will  observe  they  were  transferred  to  the  English  and  French 
flags  for  safety ;  hut  such  nonsense  cannot  deceive  me.  They  were  tainted  with 
treason,  and  such  fictitious  transfer  was  an  aggravation.  I  will  send  all  the 
owners,  agents,  and  employes  up  to  Indiana  to  get  rid  of  them  here,  I  take  it 
a  neutral  is  no  better  than  one  of  our  own  citizens,  and  we  would  not  respect 
the  property  of  one  of  our  own  citizens  engaged  in'supplying  a  hostile  army. 

Write  me  a  note  occasionally,  and  surest  anything  tliat  may  occur  to  you, 
as  I  am  really  in  the  wilderness  down  here;  but  I  will  fight  any  and  alt  the 
time  on  anything  like  fair  terms,  and  that  is  the  best  strategy;  but  it  would 
not  be  fair  to  run  up  agaiust  such  parapets  as  I  find  here. 
Your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major   General. 
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Hearqiiaktebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Irt  tliejidil,  near  Chaltalmochee,  July  9,  1364. 
General  Schofield  : 

General  Garrard  ia  across  at  Eoswoll,  and  Dodge  is  moving  to  that  point  with, 
orders  to  fortify  a  tete  dc  jirmt  and  to  build  a  good  trestle  bridge.  I  want  from 
jou  a  minute  description  of  your  position,  and  all  information  as  to  roads  leading 
from  it  to  tbe  east  about  Stone  mountain.  I  propose  to  operate  some  to  the 
south  to  accumulate  stores,  and  then  go  ahead. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Majof  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 
Headql'artehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

la  the  finld,  near  Chattahoochee,  July  9,  1S64. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General  Schofield  effecteda  lodgement  across  the  Ohattahooeliee,  near  the  mouth 
of  Soap's  creek  last  night,  and  has  two  good  pontoon  bridges.  He  captured  the 
single  gun  that  guarded  the  passage,  but  the  guard  fled.  Genera!  Garrard 
crossed  at  Eoawell  factory,  and  has  a  secure  lodgement  at  tbe  Shallow  ford. 
General  Dodge  is  moving  to  that  point  to  take  Garrard's  place,  and  has  orders 
to  build  a  good  bridge  tbere.  These  crossir^  will  be  strongly  covered  with 
forts.  I  will  then  endeavor  to  break  the  railroad  south  of  Atlanta  by  au  ex- 
pedition from  Decatur,  under  General  Kousseau,  aad  aaother  from  here,  In  the 
mean  time  will  collect  supplies,  and  secure  better  my  rear,  and  then  cross  over 
the  main  army  and  go  ahead.  Weather  is  very  hot,  but  the  country  is  high 
and  healthy. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN. 
Major  General  Commandivg. 


IlEAnuuARTERS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  field,  near  t/ie  Chattahoochee,  July  9,  1864, 

General  r  We  now  have  a  good  lodgement  on  the  other  bank  of  the  river. 
Schofield  at  the  mouth  of  Soap's  creek,  and  Garrard  opposite  Roswell.  I  saw 
General  Dodge  to-day  en  route  for  Roswell,  and  explained  to  him  the  importance 
of  tlie  plan,  and  he  understands  it  fully.  He  and  Garrard  can  hold  it  secure 
whilst  we  mancBuvre  a  little  more  on  our  right,  and  give  time  to  collect  stores  at 
Marietta,  and  for  Rousseau  to  get  a  good  offing.  We  noticed  a  good  deal  of 
flutter  in  the  enemy's  camps  to-day,  troops  and  wagons  moving  rapidly  east  and 
north.  Johnston  sees  I  threaten  Decatur  and  Stone  mouiitaiH,  and  novf  is  a 
good  time  for  Stoneman  to  strike  south.  I  want  him,  if  possible,  to  secure  a 
point  nt  Campbellton,  or  below,  and  strike  the  West  Point  road.  I  do  believe 
he  can  do  it,  for  Johnston  will  spread  his  force  so  much  that  it  will  be  weak  at 
all  points.  I  have  told  Stoneman  that  if  he  secures  both  banks  at  Campbellton, 
with  its  ferry-boats,  he  may  call  on  you  for  a  brigade  to  hold  it  whilst  he  strikes 
the  railroad. 

Of  course  we  do  not  intend  to  attack  ihttete  de  jiont  of  the  enemy,  and  unless 
Johnston  supposes  1  have  scattered  my  force  too  much  he  will  not  venture  to 
sally ;  and  if  he  does,  our  position  is  as  strcmg  against  him  as  bis  against  us,  and 
I  have  no  apprehensions  on  that  score.     Therefore,  if  Stoneman  calls  for  a  brigade 
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Keep  hammering  away  all  the  time,  and  the  moment  he  lets  go  this  bank  oc 
eupy  it ;  hut  if  he  holds  on,  as  soon  as  the  time  comee  we  will  let  him  stay  oi 
this  side,  and  we  will  go  over. 

With  Thomas  thiags  ai*e  statu  quo.     Railroad  and  telegrMh  all  right. 
Yours,  * 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  McPhehsox,  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


HEAtmUAItTERS  MiLITARV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Near  the  Chattahoochee,  Jwly  9,  1864. 

General  :  In  pursuance  of  our  conversation  of  this  day,  I  have  to  request 
that  you  proceed  with  your  command  to  Oampbelltou  to-morrow  night,  appear- 
ing suddenly  before  the  place,  and  securing,  if  possible,  the  boats  there,  or  forcing 
the  enemy  to  destroy  them.  If  you  can  possibly  do  it,  get  possession  of  those 
boats,  and  also  of  the  other  bank.  I  am  very  anxious  that  an  attack  or  dem- 
onsti-ation  be  made  against  the  railroad  below  Atlanta,  and  will  instruct  General 
McPhersou  to  have  a  brigade  of  infantry  ready  to  come  down  and  hold  the  river, 
whilst  you,  with  cavalry,  strike  the  road.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  crossing  of 
Schofield  arkd  Garrard  above  will  draw  in  that  direction  Johnstou's  chief  array, 
and  that  what  troops  are  left  south  of  Atlanta  will  be  strnng  out  as  far  as  West 
Point,  where  he  will  keep  the  chief  force.  The  point  where  the  road  would  be 
easiest  reached  will  be,  say,  half  way  from  Ailanta  to  West  Point,  but  it  would 
not  be  safe  for  you  to  pass  Campbellton  unless  the  ferry  is  well  destroyed. 
The  bridge  at  Franklin  is  almost  too  far  down,  but  still  it,  too,  might  be  reached 
hy  you,  and  either  used  or  destroyed.  A  ford  but  little  known  or  used  below 
Campbellton  and  this  side  of  the  Franklin  bridge  will  be  the  best,  if  such  exist, 
and  you  may  incur  any  risk,  sure  of  my  approval,  for,  whether  you  make  a  break 
of  the  road,  or  merely  cause  a  diversion,  you  will  do  good. 

Don't  be  absent  more  than  four  or  five  days,  aud  keep  me  advised  on  all  pos- 


W,  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Tours,  truly, 


Major  General  Stoneman, 

Commanding  Division  of  Cavalry. 


Headquauteks  Military  Divlsion  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefidd,  near  Chattahoochee,  Jidy  10,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

Signal  ofGcera  report  railroad  and  all  other  bridges  burning ;  of  course,  if  such 
bo  the  case  the  enemy  has  gone  across;  yet  I  hear  firing  of  pickets.  Report  to 
me  the  truth  as  soon  as  ascertained. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

hi  the  field,  near  Challakoochee,  July  10,  1864. 
General  TmomAS  : 

Let  Howard  move  up  to  supporting  distance  of  Schofield  to  assist  him  in  eas 
the  enemy  attempt  to  dislodge  him. 


0.  Google 
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Detacbments  of  Hooker  and  Palmer  aboiild  occupy  the  redoubts  this  side, 
but  keep  your  wagons  aud  masses  out  of  eight  for  the  present. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Heaoquaktebs  Depaetme\t  of  the  Oumbebland, 

Juli/  10,  1864—4.  45  a.  m. 
Major  Genej-al  Sherm 

The  enemy  has  left  my  t  t  n  1  b  d  th  'ailroad  aud  wagon  bridges  over 
the  river.  1  have  orde  d  th  k  n  h  t  feel  up  and  ascertain  if  they  are 
still  on  J/iia  side.     I  p  e  «me  the  fii  n  heard  is  the  pickets  exchanging 

shots  across  the  river, 


HEAryuABTERS  Department  of  the  CtMBERLAND, 

Jul^,  10  1S64, 
Major  General  Sherman  r 

Hooterand  Palmer  occupy  theenemy'a  workain  their  fronts,  and  have  skirmish- 
ers on  the  river  bank.  Their  camps  have  not  been  moved.  Howard  has  been 
ordered  to  move  to  supporting  distance  of  Scbofield. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  10,  1864. 
General  Dodge,  Roawell: 

I  have  been  out  all  day  and  just  back.  Have  received  General  Garrard's  and 
your  despatches.  I  design  that  General  McPherson's  whole  army  shall  come 
to  that  flank,  and  you  are  to  prepare  the  way.  General  Newton  will  stay  with 
you  till  you  feel  all  safe,  when  he  will  rejoin  Uis  corps  now  in  support  of  Gene- 
ral Schofield,  eight  (8)  miles  below  you.  GeneralGarrard  will  picket  the  roads, 
and  I  want  you  to  fortify  a  tite  deponts.riA.  bridge.  General McPherson  will 
operate  to  the  right,  and  then,  when  all  is  i-eady,  will  come  rapidly  to  your  flank. 
Therefore,  make  all  preparations  to  that  end.  General  Schofield  has  a  secure 
place  opposite  the  mouth  of  Soap's  creek.  Keep  me  well  advised  by  courier  to 
Marietta  and  telegraph. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  t 


UnADCiUARTERS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejleld,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  10,  18G4. 
General  Thomas  : 

General  Schofield  has  a  good  biidge  and  position,  but  the  road  up  the  hill  is 
narrow,  crooked  and  steep.  I  think  the  road  out  from  Powers's  ferry  is  better 
and  leads  straight  to  the  Cross  Keys,  the  first  point  common  to  the  roads  out 
from  Eoswell,  (McPherson,)  Phillips's,  (Schofield'a,}  and  Powers's  Eind  Paice's, 
(yours.)     General  Dodge  will  make  a  good  bridge  at  Boawell ;  General  Scho- 
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field  willmakea  bridge  at  Phillips's,  and  you  eanhave  your  own  and  Mcl'lietson's 
pontoons  at  Powei'B's  and  Paice's.  General  Howard  is  close  up  to  General  Selio- 
field,  and  General  Newton  will  join  him  aa  soon  as  General  Dodge  has  made  his 
hridge  and  works.  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  General  Howard  to  secure  the 
hill  at  Powers's  ferry,  just  below  the  crossing,  and  move  the  pontoons  down  aa 
soon  as  General  Scliofleld  gets  a  trestle  bridge  done.  I  want  General  McPherson 
to  feign  strong  at  Turner's  and  cover  General  Stoneman's  movements  down  the 
river,  and  I  want  you  to  make  strong  demonstrations  at  the  railroad  bridge,  but 
keep  ia  mind  that  you  are  to  cross  at  Powers's  and  Paice's.  All  the  roads  back 
to  Marietta  are  good,  hut  the  cross-roads  are  steep  and  billy.  The  road  from 
Powers's  to  Vining'sis  quite  good — crosses  Rottenwoodat  a  mill-dam.  All  pre- 
parations should  he  made  in  three  days. 

W.  T.  SHERMAJT,  _ 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HEADQUAiiTEiis  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In,  tkejleld,  near  Chattahoochee,  July  10,  1864. 

Genbhal;  I  have  pretty  much  made  up  my  mind  as  to  the  next  move,  but 
would  bo  glad  to  hear  any  suggestion  from  you. 

I  propose  that  General  Stoneman  shall  attempt  to  break  the  road  below 
Atlanta  ;  to  accumulate  stores  at  Marietta,  and  increase  our  guards  to  tlie  rear  ; 
then  suddenly  to  shift  you  to  Eoswell,  General  Dodge  in  the  mean  time  to  get 
you  a  good  ike  depont  and  bridge.  General  Schofield  is  already  at  Phillips's 
ferry,  across  and  fortified;  he,  too,  will  make  a  good  trestle  bridge.  General 
Thomas  will  group  his  at  Powers's  and  Paice's  ferries. 

But  for  the  next  three  days,  while  the^e  preparations  are  being  made,  I  want 
you  to  demonstrate  aa  though  attempting  to  cross  at  Turner's  or  below,  and 
General  Thomas  the  same  at  the  railroad  bridge.  When  General  Stoneman 
is  back,  I  will  give  you  the  word  to  shifD  rapidly  to  Eoswell  and  cross  over, 
and  in  anticipation  you  can  get  your  wagons  back  to  Marietta,  except  such  as 
you  need.  General  Thomas  will  need  yours  and  bis  pontoons  to  cross  at 
Powers's  and  Paice's.  At  the  right  time  I  will  leave  Generals  Stoneman  and 
McCook  to  cover  the  front  and  cross  all  the  balance  of  the  army  and  advance 
it  with  its  right  on  or  near  Peach  Tree  creek,  and  the  loft  (you)  to  swing 
towards  Stone  mountain.  Johnston  will  be  found  to  occupy  his  redoubts  about 
Atlanta,  aad  also  Stone  mountain  and  Decatur.  We  can  manceuvre  so  as  to 
compel  him  to  weaken  his  centre  or  one  of  his  flanks,  when  we  can  act.  If  he 
neglect  his  right  or  centre,  we  get  on  his  Augusta  road.  If  he  neglect  Atlanta, 
we  take  it.  If  he  assume  the  offensive,  we  cover  our  roads  and  base,  and  can 
make  as  good  use  of  Peach  Tree  as  he.  If  General  Stoneman  could  break  the 
road,  so  much  the  better ;  but  if  he  cannot,  I  calculate  that  General  Konsseau 
will  do  so  within  a  week,  quite  as  early  as  we  cau  he  at  or  near  Cross  Keys. 

The  ground  opposite  still  continues  rough,  but  that  we  cannot  help.  I  find  all 
the  roads  leading  back  from  Eoswell,  Phillips's  and  Powers's  fen-ies  to  Marietta 
are  good,  but  the  cross-roads  are  hilly  and  sliarp. 

The  advantage  of  this  plan  over  the  one  of  crossing  to  the  south  is  that  we 
are  all  between  the  enemy  and  our  base ;  and  now  that  he  has  destroyed  hij  own 
bridges,  he  cannot  get  over  without  fighting  us.  Study  your  maps  and  he 
ready,  but  in  the  mean  time  stir  up  the  enemy  all  you  can  on  that  flank  and 
make  feints  as  though  designing  to  cross  the  Chattahoochee. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  McPiierso.\, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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Headquarters  left  wi\G,  11th  Armv  Corps, 

liosweU,  Mtj  10,  1864—1.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

My  troops  are  arriving  aud  crossing.  I  have  been  liere  three  hours,  and  iu 
company  with  General  Newton  have  thoroughly  examined  the  country.  I  will 
occupy  and  fortify  to-nigbt  a  ?«te  (?e  po»i  one-half  mile  from  the  liver  and  ex- 
tending up  and  down  one  mile,  covering  the  entire  ford,  bridge  and  roada  leading 
to  them.  The  ford  is  one-half  mile  or  more  in  extent,  very  rough  and  impracti- 
cable, except  for  troops  to  bridge  the  stream.  I  will  have  to  build  over  six 
liundred  and  fifty  (650)  feet  in  length.  I  shall  use  the  old  piers  and  trestle 
between,  and  we  have  a  strong  picket  out  three  miles,  coveriog  the  forks  aud 
road  leading  to  McAfee's  bridge,  eight  (8)  miles  up  the  river,  and  the  road  that 
leads  to  Atlanta.  It  is  too  far  out  to  take  the  command  until  the  river  is  easily 
passed  by  artillery  and  trains. 

G.  M.  DODGE,  Major  General. 


IlEADQUARTeRS    MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In.  Hie  field,  near  GhattaJimchee  noer,  July  11,  1864. 
General  Tioaon,  Roswell,  Georgia  : 

I  know  you  have  a  big  job,  but  that  is  nothing  new  for  you.  TeU  Greneral 
N^cwton  that  his  corps  is  now  up  near  General  Schofield's  crossing,  and  that  all 
is  quiet  thereabouts.  He  might  send  down  and  move  his  camp  to  the  proximity 
of  hia  corps,  but  I  think  Roswell  and  Shallow  Ford  so  important,  that  1  prefer 
him  to  be  near  you  until  you  are  well  fortified.  If,  he  needs  rations,  tell  him 
to  get  his  wagons  up,  and  I  think  you  will  be  able  to  spare  him  day  after  to- 
r.  I  know  the  bridge  at  Eoswell  is  important,  and  you  may  destroy  all 
a,  to  make  it  good  and  strong. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbadquartehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Ohattalwocliee  river,  July  11,  1864. 

General:  The  importance  of  your  command  to  the  aucceaa  of  my  opera- 
tions is,  I  know,  already  appreciated  by  you ;  but  when  I  suggest  any  addi- 
tional work  or  experience.  I  beg  you  to  consider  it  as  resulting  from  ray  sup- 
posed large  experience  iu  the  mflitary  art. 

In  the  first  place,  I  fear  that  our  infantry  officers  suppose  if  cavalry  comes 
about,  they  are  excused  from  doing  anything  but  to  defend  their  own  posts. 
This  is  not  so.  Infantry  can  always  whip  cavalry,  and  in  a  wooded  and 
mountainous  country  can  actually  thwart  it,  and  even  at  times  capture  it.  Of 
course,  as  a  general  rule,  a  footman  cannot  catch  a  horseman  on  a  fair  road  or 
country,  but  nothing  is  more  awkward  in  a  wooded  and  mountainous  country 
than  a  commaud  of  cavalry  forced  to  go  through  naiTOW  defiles,  across  streams 
at  particular  fords  or  bridges,  or  up  and  down  certain  valleys  which  can  be 
seen  from  the  mountain  tops  and  ambushes.  I  have  not  yet  seen  in  this  war  a 
cavalry  force  of  a  thousand  that  was  not  afraid  of  the  sight  of  a  dozen  infantry 
bayonets,  for  the  reason  that  the  cavalry,  to  be  effective,  has  to  have  a  road  or 
smooth  field ;  whereas  the  infantry  man  steps  into  the  bushes  and  is  safe,  or 
can  block  a  road  in  five  minutes  and  laugh  at  the  man  on  horseback. 

The  moral  I  wish  to  inculcate  by  these  simple  illustrations  ia,  by  knowing 
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the  country  aiid  thinking  ahead,  an  infantry  gan-ison  can  act  against  cavalry. 
"Therefore,  it  ia  expected  of  the  infantry  guarding  our  road,  that  they  are  not 
to  Bit  down  and  let  cavalry  prsiuce  all  around  them,  but  that  they  must  ambush 
their  toads,  anticipate  their  passage  at  mountain  parses  and  creek  crossings,  or 
■can  pursue  them  and  catch  them  jammed  in  narrow  roads  or  at  bridges.  Thtis 
at  Dalton  a  lookout  should  be  kept  all  along  Taylor's  ridge  to  give  notice  of 
horsemen  in  the  far  off  valleys,  and  then  they  should  be  waylaid.  Rewards 
should  be  offered  and  paid  to  faithfu!  citizens  and  negroes  who  give  notice  of 
the  presence  of  parties  of  the  enemy,  but  they  should  always  be  waylaid  aud 
parsued. 

Another  matter  I  will  draw  your  attention  to  ;  officers  and  men  naturally 
slip  into  houses  and  establish  headquarters  offices,  &c.,  and  are  about  as  useless 
as  if  posted  in  Canada.  Make  a  positive  order  that  each  garrison  shall  build 
anew  a  good  stockade  with  earthwork,  abattis.  Sec,  not  two  strong,  but  to  servo 
as  a  stronghold  and  rallying  point,  to  hold  a  dash  of  cavalry  in  check,  and  more 
especially  to  allow  a  part  of  the  garrison  fo  hold  the  post  whil»  the  greater 
portion  goes  forth  to  battle  with  the  enemy.  A  fixed  garrison  is  harmless  and 
useless.    Its  only  value  is  in  its  powev  of  offence. 

I  think  you  had  hotter  embody  some  of  these  ideas,  and  such  others  as  may 
suggest  themselves  to  yon,  in  a  general  order,  aud  have  it  printed  on  pasteboard 
and  hung  up  at  every  post,  and  then  make  your  inspectors  enforc*  it. 

We  are  now  in  full  possession  of  the  country  down  to  the  Chattahoochee, 
and  have  two  good  crossings — one  at  Koswel!,  and  the  other  at  the  mouth  of 
Soap's  creek,  known  as  Phillips's,  and  I  only  await  a  few  developments  to  go 
ahead.  General  Vandever  telegraphs  from  Eome  that  Pillow's  force  has  gone 
towards  Meridian.  If  another  attempt  is  made  from  that  quarter,  it  should  be 
eounteractod  by  moving  behind  it  from  Bome  aud  Gunter's  landing. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 


Major  General  Stekd.wan, 

Commanding  District  of  Etojimh. 


[Cipliev.] 
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Headquarters  Military  Divisio.v  cif  thg  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Chattahoocliee  river,  July  11,  18C4. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

The  enemy  is  now  all  beyond  the  Chattahoochee,  having  destroyed  all  his 
bridges.  We  occupy  the  west  bank  for  thirty  miles,  and  have  two  heads  of 
columns  across — one  at  the  Shallow  ford,  at  Eosaville,  and  the  other  at  the  month 
of  Soap's  creek,  Phillips's.  At  these  we  are  making  good  pier  bridges.  Water 
ia  shallow,  rock  bottom,  but  strong  and  rapid  cmirnt  I  propose  to  have 
another  of  pontoons  lower  down,  about  the  mouth  ot  Eotteuwood  or  Island 
creeks. 

The  last  works  abandoned  by  the  enemy  were  the  sftongeit  of  all,  embracing 
two  detached  redoubts,  and  extending  along  the  rivei  hills  for  about  five  miles, 
having  in  its  whole  extent  finished  abatis  and' parapet,  with  glacis  obstructed 
wilh  chevaux-de-frise  and  all  manner  of  impediments  But  the  moment  John- 
ston detected,  I  had  ignored  his  fort,  and  secured  two  good  lodgements  above 
him,  on  the  east  bank,  at  Eoswell  factory  and  at  Philips's,  he  drew  his  forces 
across  and  burned  all  his  bridges,  viz:  one  railroad  and  trestle  and  three  (3) 
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We  now  commence  the  real  game  for  Atlanta,  and  I  expect  pretty  aliarp 
practice  ;  but  I  think-  we  liave  the  advantage,  and  I  propose  to  keep  it. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headqijartfrs  MrLFTAiiY  Division  of  the  Mississirpi, 

In  the  field,  near  Chaltakoochee  river,  July  11,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

I  have  ordered  General  McPherson  to  send  liis  pontoons  here  to-moiTow. 
I  will  order  them  to  PowerB's  feiTy,  and  I  will  want  you  to  effect  a  lodge- 
ment there  to-monow  night  and  next  day.  There  ia  no  enemy  of  any  size 
to  ouv  immediate  front,  and  General  Dodge  reports  the  enemy's  cavalry  aJone 
above  Peach  Tree  ci-eek,  at  Buekhead.  He  saya  he  has  an  Atlanta  paper 
of  the  loth;  that  alt  the  wealthy  people  are  leaving,  and  that  a  council  of  war 
was  held,  when  it  was  decided  to  fight  for  Atlanta.  General  Rousseau  tele- 
graphs from  Decatur  that  he  started  that  day,  and  would  be  on  the  Montgomery 
and  Opelika  road  in  eight  (8)  or  nine  (9)  days.  I  think  we  should,  as  soon  as 
])0S3ible,  secure  the  opposite  bank,  from  Roswell  down  to  Peach  Tree  creek. 
I  think  tlie  bridge  across  Peach  Tiee,  near  the  railroad  bridge,  is  atill  standing. 
I  watched  it  close  to-day ;  I  think  I  saw  half  a  dozen  men  pass  it,  but,  with  that 
exception,  there  was  no  life  visible.  There  was  no  danger  in  standing  in  full 
view  in  the  redoubt  to-day.  The  signal  officer  reports  the  absence  of  all  camps 
from  the  other  side  to-day.  I  suppose  Johnston  will  group  his  army  about 
Atlanta  and  wait  for  us  to  develop  our  game.  I  only  await  news  from  Stone- 
man  to  put  General  McPheraon  in  motion. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


IIbaoql'arters  Mii.iTARV  Div)5io.\  of  the  MrssisfefPFi, 
In  the Jield,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  13,  1864— 2  a.m. 
General  :  I  have  received  your  despatches  of  laet  night.  You  may  put  in 
motion  at  once  the  15tb  corps  and  trains  for  Roswell,  leaving  General  Blair 
with  such  artillery  and  wagons  as  he  may  need  to  await  the  retnm  of  General 
Stoueman,  and  to  make  in  the  mean  time  the  necessaiy  demonstrations  about 
Saadtown,  Howell's  and  Turner's.  The  enemy,  having  destroyed  his  bridges, 
cannot  come  back  on  General  Blair,  and  therefore  he  can  atrip  light  so  as  to 
follow  you  as  little  encumbered  as  possible  when  General  Stoneman  docs  get 
back  or  is  heard  from,  Insti'uct  General  Blair  fully  on  these  points,  and  let  him 
report  to  me  direct  while  thus  established.  Let  your  troope  move  in  the  cool 
of  the  evening  and  by  moonlight  and  in  the  morning,  sparing  men  and  animals 
aa  much  as  possible.  Tou  will  then  proceed  to  Roswell  in  person  and  take 
control  of  matters  on  that  flank,  giving  the  necessary  orders  to  your  own  troops 
and  to  General  Garrard's  cavalry.  I  want  everything  done  that  is  prudent  and 
neceaaary  at  Roswell  to  make  it  a  kind  of  secondary  base  for  operations  agsunat 
Atlanta  and  the  roada  east  towards  Augusta  and  Macon.  As  you  know,  the 
bridges  are  under  progi'ess,  and  the  telegraph  will  be  there  aa  soon  as  you.  The 
ford  there  though  rough,  is  always  practicable  in  case  of  accident  to  ourselves  or 
the  bridge,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  reasons  for  its  use  as  a  point  of  departure 
and  the  roada  to  and  from  Roswell  are  old  and  much  used.  The  country  there- 
abouts ia  also  represented  as  abounding  in  graaa,  grain,  and  cornfields,  all  of 
which  will  come  into  use. 
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Tonr  wagons  and  artillery  should  move  by  Marietta  and  fill  up  witli  provi- 
sions, forage  and  ammunition,  and  I  think  that  also  ia  the  best  road  for  the 
troops,  though  a  few  miles  could  be  saved  by  cutting  across  by  Smyrna  camp- 
ground. 

If  convenient,  you  might  ride  by  the  Turner's  Ferry  road,  along  the  enemy's 
recent  works,  by  General  Thomas's  and  my  headquarters,  to  confer  with  me  and 
to  compare  maps. 

I  am,  with  respect,  youra,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


Headciuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejield,near  Cliattakoocliee  river,  July  12,  1864. 
Dear  General  :  I  have  written  you  bnt  once  since  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign, but  I  report  by  telegraph  to  General  HaHeck  daily,  and  he  fnrniahes  you 
copy.  My  progress  was  slower  Ihan  I  calculated,  from  two  chief  causes — an 
uninterrupted  rain  from  June  3  to  about  the  28d,  and  the  peculiar  sub-moun- 
tainous nature  of  the  country  from  the  Etewah  to  the  Cbattahoochee.  But 
we  have  overcome  all  opposition  and  whipped  Johnston  in  every  fight  when 
we  were  ou  anything  like  fair  terms,  and  I  think  the  army  feels  that  way,  that 
we  ean  whip  the  enemy  in  anything  like  a  fair  fight ;  but  he  has  uniformly 
taken  shelter  behind  parallels  of  strong  profile,  made  ia  advance  for  him  by 
negroes  and  militia.  I  regarded  an  assault  on  the  37th  of  Jnne  necessary  for 
two  good  reasons  :  1st,  because  the  enemy,  as  well  as  my  own  army,  had  settled 
down  into  the  belief  that  "flanking"  alone  was  my  game;  and  2d,  that  on  that 
day  and  ground,  had  the  assault  succeeded,  I  could  have  broken  Johnston's 
centre  and  pushed  his  army  back  in  confusion  and  with  great  loss  to  his 
bridges  over  the  Chattahoochee.  We  lost  nothing  in  morale  in  the  assault,  for 
I  fuJiowed  it  up  on  tlie  extreme  right,  and  compelled  him  to  quit  the  very  strong 
lines  of  Kenesaw,  Smyrna  camp-ground,  and  the  Chattahoochee  in  quick  suc- 

My  railroad  and  telegraph  are  now  np,  and  we  are  lapidly  accumulating  stores 
in  Marietta  and  Alatoona;  that  will  make  us  less  timid  about  the  roads  to  our 
rear.  We  have  been  wonderfully  supplied  in  provisions  and  ammunition;  not  a 
day  has  a  regiment  been  without  bread  and  essentials.  Forage  has  been  the 
hardest,  and  we  have  cleaned  tlie  country,  in  a  breadth  of  thirty  (30)  miles,  of 
grain  and  grass.  Now  the  corn  ia  getting  of  a  size  which  makes  it  a  good  fodder, 
and  the  railroad  has  brought  us  grain  to  the  extent  of  four  (4)  pounds  per  animal 
per  day.  I  have  now  fulfilled  the  fii-st  part  of  the  "grand  plan;"  our  lines  are 
up  to  the  Chattahoochee,  and  the  enemy  is  beyond. 

John  Moi^an  failed  in  his  Kentucky  raid,  and  we  have  kept  Forrest  employed 
ia  Mississippi.  The  defeat  of  General  Sturgis  was  unfortunate,  still  he  kept 
Forrest  away  from  us;  and  now  General  A.  J.  Smith  ia  out  from  Memphis  with 
a  force  amply  sufiicient  to  whip  him.  1  hear  of  General  Slocnm  at  Jackson, 
Mississippi;  and  General  Canhy  telegraphs  me  of  a  proposed  raid  from  Baton 
Rouge,  and  another  against  Mobile,  so  that  I  am  well  satisfied  that  all  my  people 
are  well  employed.  At  this  moment  I  have  Genei-al  Stonemaa  down  the  Chat- 
tahoochee, with  orders,  if  possible,  to  cross  and  strike  the  railroad  between 
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Montgomery  and  West  Point,  and  break  it  good;  to  return  to  tbe  army  of  tlie 
TeniieBsee,  if  posaible,  bttt  if  beaded  oS,  to  make  for  Pensacola. 

The  moment  I  got  Johnston  to  the  Chattahoochee  I  sent  Genera!  Schofield 
to  the  ford  above,  and  he  effected  a  crossing  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  and  haa 
two  pontoon  bridges.  About  the  same  time.  General  Garrard's  cavalry  crossed 
still  above,  at  Roawell  factory,  and  has  been  relieved  by  General  Dodge's  corps, 
so  that  I  now  cover  the  Chattahoochee,  and  have  two  good  crossings  well  secured. 
By  to-night  I  will  have  a  third.  As  soon  as  I  hear  from  General  Stoueman,  I 
will  shift  all  of  General  McPhersou's  army  to  Rosweil,  and  cross  General 
Thomas  about  three  (3)  miles  above  the  railroad  bridge,  and  move  against 
Atlanta — my  left  well  to  the  east,  to  get  posaesaion  of  the  Augusta  road  about 
Decatur  or  Stone  mountain.  I  think  all  will  be  ready  in  three  (3)  days.  I 
will  have  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  (100,000)  men. 

I  feel  certain  we  have  killed  and  crippled  for  Joe  Johnston  as  many  as  we 
have  sent  of  our  men  to  the  rear ;  have  sent  back  about  six  or  seven  thousand 
prisoners  J  have  taken  eleven  (11)  guna  of  Johnston,  and  about  ten  (10)  in  Kome; 
have  destroyed  immense  iron,  cotton,  and  wool  mills ;  and  have  possession  of  alt 
the  nitre  country. 

My  operations  have  been  rather  cautions  than  hold,  hut  on  the  wLole  I  trust 
are  satisfactory  to  you.  All  of  Polk's  corps  is  still  here;  also  Hardee's  and 
Hood's,  and  the  Georgia  militia  under  G,  W,  Smith. 

Let  ua  persevere,  trusting  to  the  foitunea  of  war,  leaving  statesmen  to  work 
out  the  solution. 


Lieutenant  General  Grant, 

Near  Petersburg,  Virginia 


W,  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


rCiplier.] 

Headquarters  Militarv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Chattahoochee  river,  July  13,  1864, 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

All  is  well.  I  have  now  accumulated  stores  at  Alatoona  and  Marietta,  both 
fortified  and  garrisoned  points.  Have  also  three  points  at  which  to  cross  the 
Chattahoochee  in  my  possession,  and  only  await  General  Stoncman'a  return 
fvovx  a  trip  down  the  river,  to  cross  the  army  in  force  and  move  on  Atlanta. 
Stoueman  is  now  out  two  (2)  days,  and  had  orders  to  be  back  on  the  fourth 
(4tb)  or  fifth  (5th)  day  at  farthest.  Bousseau  should  reach  Opclika  about  the 
17th  of  July. 

Before  regulations  are  made  for  the  States  to  send  recniiting  officers  into  the 
rebel  States,  I  must  express  my  opinion  that  it  is  the  height  of  folly.  I  cannot 
permit  it  here.  I  will  not  have  a  set  of  fellows  hanging  about  on  any  such  , 
pretences.  We  have  no  means  to  transport  and  feed  them.  The  Sanitary  and 
Christian  commissions  are  enough  to  eradicate  all  trace  of  Christianity  from  our 
minds,  much  lesa  a  set  of  unscrupulous  State  agents  in  search  of  recruits.  All 
these  dodges  are  make-shifta  that  render  us  ridiculous  in  our  own  estimation.  I 
must  protect  my  army,  and  say  beforehand  I  have  no  means  to  transport  recruit- 
ing parties  south  of  Kashville,  or  to  feed  them  if  they  come  here  in  spite  of  me. 
W.  T,  SHERMAN. 
Major  General.  Commanding. 
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EoswELL  Bridge,  July  14,  1864. 
Major  General  Shebma\  : 

Tho  bridge  is  finished,  and  the  15th  army  corps  will  cross  the  river  this  after- 
ind  be  in  position  by  night  on  the  loft  and  a  little  in  advance  of  General 


Dodge.     Nothing  n 


J.  B.  Mcpherson, 

Major  General. 


EoftwET.i.  Ebtd(3e,  July  14,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherhia?)  : 

Would  it  not  be  a  good  move  for  Garrard  tfl  cross  his  division  at  McAfee's 
bridge ;  push  one  of  his  brigadea  out  towards  Cross  Keys,  and  engage  the  cav- 
ahy  there;  and  send  his  other  brigade  rapidly  via  Lawrenceville  down  to 
Covington  on  the  railroad,  aad  burn  the  bridge  across  Yellow  river  and  other 
streams  in  the  vicinity,  and  do  all  the  damage  they  can? 
The  distance  ia  forty  (40)  miles. 

J.  B.  McPHEKSON, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  ov  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  JitU,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  14,  1864. 
General  John  E.  Smith,  Alatoojia: 

I  regard  Alatoona  of  the  first  importance  in  our  future  plans.  It  is  a  second 
Chattanooga.  Its  front  and  rear  are  susceptible  of  easy  defence,  and  its  fianks 
are  strong'.  The  post  properly  estends  from  tlie  Etowah  to  Alatoona  Depot, 
and  its  flanks  the  Pumpkin  Vine  and  Alatoona  creeks,  embracing  a  space 
wherein  can  be  accumulated  supplies  that  would  make  a  raid  to  our  rear  less  to 
be  feared,  giving  us  the  means  of  living  till  repairs  could  be  made.  I  want  you 
to  study  it  in  all  its  bearings.  As  long  as  our  army  is  in  front  in  good  oraer, 
of  course  no  enemy  could  threaten  Alatoona;  and  then  its  garrison  should  scout 
the  country  for  miles  around,  especially  up  the  Pumpkin  Vine  and  Euharlee 
creeks,  and  in  the  direction  of  Noonday  and  Canton.  Everything  in  the  nature 
of  grain,  forage,  and  vegetables  should  be  collected.  No  suspicions  citizens 
should  be  allowed  near  the  railroad  or  in  the  country.  The  safety  of  this  army 
must  not  be  imperilled  hy  citizens.  If  you  entertain  a  bare  suspicion  against 
any  family,  send  it  to  the  north.  Any  loafer  or  auspicious  person  seen  at  any 
time  should  be  imprisoned  and  sent  off.  If  guerillas  trouble  the  road  or  wires 
between  Kingston  and  Ackworth,  they  should  be  shot  without  mercy.  Rowland 
Springs,  Laffiog  Gali,  Canton,  and  Dallas  should  receive  sudden  and  unexpected 
visits  by  night,  by  parties  about  two  hundred  (800)  strong. 

I  will  soon  be  in  motion  again,  and  will  feel  more  confidence  that  I  know 
you  are  at  Alatoona. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 
Headquarters  MIlltaky  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

la  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  14,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington: 

If  StS.te  recruiting  agents  must  come  into  the  limits  of  my  command  under 
the  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  rec[uest  that  the  commanding  officers  or  adjutants 
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s  be  constituted  such  a^entB  ind.  that  btites  be  entitled  to  a  credit 
for  recruits  they  may  enlist,  who  are  accepted  aud  mustered  in  by  the  regular 
mustering  officers  of  their  divi'sion  and  coip«  This  will  obviate  the  difficulty 
I  apprehend  from  civilian  agents 

"W"    r.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


IlEADQrAUTEHS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  Jield,  near  Ghattahaochce  river,  July  15, 1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

A  man  came  in  last  night  from  Columbus,  Georgia,  with  a  provost  marshal's 
pass  of  July  4th,  who  had  escaped  from  Anderson,  and  was  captured  the  time 
I  went  to  Meridian,  He  gives  but  little  news,  and  says  the  guards  at  Colum- 
bus and  "West  Point  are  not  over  five  hundred  (500)  each.  Heard  nothing 
from  Mobile  or  Montgomery  on  his  way  up.  A  scout  in  from  Atlaota  with 
dates  to  3  p.  m.,  13th,  says  Bragg  and  staff  bad  arrived,  and  Kirby  Smith  with 
twenty  thousand  (20,000)  meawas  expected  from  Meridian — all  bosh,  of  conrae. 
All  newspapers  have  quit  Atlanta,  except  the  Memphis  Appeal;  that  I  suppose 
is  tired  of  moving  and  wants  to  he  "  let  alone."  * 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hgadciuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Chatlalwocliee  river,  July  15,  1864. 
General;  I  have  just  heard  from  General  Stoneinau,  who  saya  he  will  bo 
at  Sweetwater  town  to-night.  I  have  ordered  him  to  hurry  and  relieve  yon. 
Haul  out  of  sight  al!  your  guns  to-night,  ready  in  the  morning  to  move  to  Bos- 
well.  You  can  save  much  distance  by  coming  by  my  headquarters,  and  taking 
a  road  near  the  Chattahooche,  but  the  main  Marietta  road  is  plainer  and  easier 
for  wagons,  and  it  may  be  is  best.  Choose  for  yourself.  Don't  go  to  Roswell 
town,  but  to  the  bridge,  and  across  to  where  General  McPherson  is. 
I  am,  sir,  veiy  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Blair,  Commanding  Vlth  Corps. 


HGADQ.UARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

in  the  Jield,  near  Chaltahoochee  river,  July  15,  1864. 
General  McPherson,  Roswell  : 

I  have  heard  from  General  Stoneman.  He  did  not  break  the  lower  rwh-oad, 
but  burned  a  bridge  over  the  Chattahoochee,  near  Newman,  He  will  he  in  to- 
right,  and  I  have  ordered  General  Blair  to  move  for  Boawell  to-morrow.  Yon 
may,  therefore,  make  all  preparation  to  move  out  towards  the  Stone  mountain  the 
day  after  to-morrow.  Notify  General  Garrard  to  move  in  connexion  with  you, 
sending  his  train  to  yours.  That  Augusta  road  must  be  destroyed  and  occupied 
Letweeu  Decatur  and  Stone  mountain  by  yon  and  General  Garrard. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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Headquartebs  Military  Divisio\  of  thg  Mississippi, 

In  the  JieU,  nmr  Ckattahaochee  river,  July  16,  1864. 
General  Thomas: 

I  am  about  moving  camp  to  the  vicinity  of  Powers,  and  will  visit  Generals 
Howard  and  Schofield,  where  I  can  be  found  in  case  of  necessity. 

I  can't  imagine  what  cavalry  it  is  that  General  Granger  reports  at  Olayville. 
What  is  the  gunhoat  about  ?  It  should  be  at  Guntersville  at  once.  If  John- 
ston has  ordered  this  movement,  he  will  not  care  about  Huatsvilla  or  Decatur, 
but  Stevenson  and  Bridgeport.  The  latter  is  of  vital  importance  to  na,  and  he 
knows  it. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HEAUaUARTKHS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THB  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  on  Chaitahooohee  river,  July  16,  1864, 
General  McPhkrson,  Ronoell : 

Move  in  tjie  morning  according  to  Orders  35,  but  don't  strike  for  the  railroad 
till  further  orders.  General  Corse  is  here.  General  Blair  started  early  to-day, 
and  will  be  with  you  to-mori-ow.     All  well  here, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 
Wajor  General  Commanding. 


City  Poixt,  Va.,  July  16,  186.1—10  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  attempted  invasion  of  Maryland  having  failed  to  give  the  enemy  a  firm 
foothold  north,  they  are  now  returning  with  possibly  twenty-five  thousand 
(95,000)  troops.  AH  the  men  they  have  here  beyond  a  sufficiency  to  hold  their 
string  of  fortifications  will  ho  an  element  of  weakness  by  eating  up  their  sup- 
plies. It  is  not  improbable,  therefore,  that  you  will  find  in  the  next  fortnight 
re-enforcements  on  your  front  to  the  number  indicated  above.  I  advise,  there- 
fore, that  if  you  get  Atlanta,  you  set  about  destroying  the  railroad  as  far  to  the 
east  and  south  of  you  as  possible.  Collect  all  the  stores  of  the  country  for 
your  own  use,  and  select  a  point  that  you  can  hold  until  help  can  be  had.  I 
shall  make  a  de.^perate  effort  to  get  a  petition  here  which  will  hold  the  enemy 
without  the  necessity  of  so  many  men.  If  successful,  I  can  detach  from  here 
for  other  enterprises,  looking  much  to  your  assistance  or  anything  elsewhere. 
U.  S.  GilANT,  Lieutenant  General. 


Wasiiinoton-,  Juhj  16,  1864—4.  30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Siiskman  : 

Lieutenant  General  Grant  wishes  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  possibility 
of  Jpjinstou'a  being  re-enforced  from  Richmond,  and  the  importance  of  youi 
ha,ving. prepared  a  good  line  of  defence  against  such  an  increase  of  rebel  force. 
Also,,  the  importance  of  getting  as  large  au  amount  of  supplies  collected  atChat- 
tanooga  as  possible. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major  General,  Chief  of  S(af. 
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Headquahters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jleld,  on  Chattahoochee,  July  16,  186J. 
Generals  Thomas  and  McPherson  : 

Despatches  from  Generals  Grant  and  Halleck  to-day  speak  of  the  enemy 
having  failed  in  liis  designs  in  Maryland,  and  cautioning  me  that  Lee  may  in  the 
next  fortnight  re-enforce  Johnston  by  twenty  thousand  (20,000)  men.  It  be- 
liooves  us  therefore  to  hurry,  so  all  will  move  te-morrow  aa  far  aa  Nancy's 

W.  T.  SIIEEHAN, 
Major  General  Oofnmanding. 


[Cipher.] 
Headquarters  Military  Divistox  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tha  field,  Chattahoochee,  July  16,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washingion,  D.  C: 

I  have  youra  and  General  Grant's  deapatchea.  I  had  anticipated  all  possible 
chancea  and  am  accumulating  all  the  atorea  possible  at  Chattanooga  and  Alatoona, 
but  I  don't  fear  Johnaton  with  re- enforcements  of  twenty  thousand  (S0,000) 
if  be  will  take  the  offensive,  but  I  recognize  the  danger  arising  from  my  long 
line  and  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  numbers  and  audacity. 

I^ove  to-morroiv  from  the  Chattahoochee  towards  Decatur  and  Stone  moun- 
tain, east  of  Atlanta.     All  well.     Copy  of  this  to  General  Grant. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 
Hbalquarters  Military  Divisiox  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  east  of  Chattahoochee  river,  July  17,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

To-day  we  have  moved  out  from  the  Chattahoochee  to  Nancy'a  creek.  Gene- 
ral Thomas  on  the  right  from  Paice'a  ferry  towards  Atlanta,  General  Schofield 
on  the  centre  near  Crose  Keye,  and  General  McPheraon  on  the  left  near  General 
Schofield.  To-morrow  I  propose  to  advance  General  Thomas  to  Peaeh  Tree 
creek,  about  Buck  Head,  General  Schofield  on  the  Decatur  road,  and  General 
Mcpherson  to  the  vicinity  of  the  railroad  east  of  Decatur,  and  his  cavalry  di- 
vision, under  General  Garrard,  will  break  the  railroad. 

If  we  can  break  the  railroad  I  propose  to  place  the  left  wing  across  it  near 
Decatur,  and  break  up  the  railroad  eastward  as  far  as  the  cavalry  can  operate 
with  prudence.     To-day  we  encounter  nothing  but  cavalry. 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HEADttrARTEIlS  MILITARY  DiVISIO.N  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  ike  field,  lot  No.  165  our  map,  cast  of 
Chattahoochee  river,  July  11,  1864. 
Gb.vbbai.:  General  Schofield  has  just  been  here  and  described  his  position 
as  on  Nancy's  creek,  his  pickets  on  south  side  near  Orosa  Keys,  about  lots  804, 
15,  and  16. 

General  McPherson  is  on  the  road  from  Roswell  to  Decatur;  his  advance 
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about  lot  826,  a  mile  above  General  Schofield.  General  S.  says  that  the  I'oad 
represented  oo  our  map,  as  from  Eoawell  to  Buck  Head,  is  a  broad,  well  travelled 
road,  and  baa  a  branch  about  lot  No.  94,  leading  to  Paice's  ferry.  This  cor- 
responda  with  what  General  Corae  tells  me,  that  you  found  a  large  road  branch- 
ing to  the  left  soon  after  leaving  Paice'a  ferry.  It  is  well  to  mark  this  road, 
aa  it  may  be  useful  to  u8. 

General  Howard  can  take  a  good  road  from  here  to  Back  Head,  starting  at 
his  present  front,  and  moving  aoutheaat  to  the  main  road  from  Roswell  to  Buck 
Head  just  before  it  croeaea  Nancy's  creek.  Approaching  Buck  Head  from  this 
quarter  about  the  same  time  that  Generals  Scbofidd  and  McPherson  get  to 
the  Peach  Tree  from  the  east  will,  of  course,  relieve  any  pressure  you  may  encoun- 
ter on  the  main  I'oad. 

General  Schofield  will  move  early  for  the  Peach  Tree  road,  ia  front  of  Croaa 
Keys,  and  take  post  about  lots  239,  247,  and  272,  with  pickets  forward  aa  far 
aa  ]  96,  and  General  McPherson  will  seek  for  position  in  the  valley  of  North 
Fork  of  Peach  Tree,  about  267,  266,  284,  and  285,  and  send  General  Garrard 
to  break  the  road  and  telegraph. 

You  should  leave  a  corps  in  front  of  Donaldson's,  and  have  tbe  other  two  aa 
early  as  possible  at  and  in  front  of  Buck  Head.  Then  feel  down  strong  to 
Peach  Tree,  and  see  what  is  there.  A  vigorous  demonstration  should  be  made, 
and  caution  your  commanders  not  to  exhibit  any  of  the  signs  of  a  halt  or  pause, 
as  in  that  event  too  much  resistance  would  be  made  on  the  other  flank.  You 
know  the  reasons  for  the  utmost  activity,  and  I  need  not  repeat  them.  Let  all 
your  commanders  have  full  orders  to-night,  and  befere  joining  General  Scho- 
field in  the  morning  I  will  point  out  to  General  Howard  the  road  by  which  he 
can  reach  Buck  Head  in  five  (5)  miles  from  here. 

Give  orders  as  soon  as  any  head  of  column  reaches  Buck  Head  to  feel  up  the 
Peach  Tree  road  for  General  Schofield,  who  will  surely  be  in  position  before 
your  troops  can  be. 

I  am  yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Mfijor  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


HEADIiUABTJSES  MlLlTABY  DIVISION  OF  THK  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field  at  San  House,  Peach  Tree  road, 
Jive  miles  northeast  of  Buck  Head,  Ga.,  July  18,  1864. 
Ge\eral  :    I  have  reports  fi-om  General  McPherson.  to  2  p.  m.     Ho  has 
reached  the  railroad  at  a  point  two  (2)  miles  from  Stone  mountain  and  seven 
(7)  miles  from  Decatur,  had  broken  the  telegraphs  and  road,  and  by  five  (5)  p.  m. 
will  have  four  (4 )  or  five  (5)  miles  broken.    'I'o-morrow  I  want  a  bold  push  for  At- 
lanta, and  have  made  my  orders,  which,  I  think,  will  put  us  in  Atlanta  or  very 
close  to  it.     Hold  on  about  Howell's  Mill  and  the  mam  road,  and  let  your  left 
awing  across  Peach  Tree,  about  the  South  Pork,  and  connect  with  General 
Schofield,  who  will  approach  Decatur  from  the  north,  whilst  General  McPherson 
moves  down  from  the  east.     It  is  hard  to  realize  that  Jolinston  will  give  up 
Atlanta  without  a  fight,  hut  it  may  be  so.     Let  us  develop  the  truth. 
Yours,  &c., 


Major  General  Tiiohas,  Bnil;,  Head. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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[CipLer.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  MiiSSissiPPi, 

In  the  Jield,  near  Cross  Keys,  Ga.,  July,  18,  1864. 
Geaeral  Halluck,  Washington: 

We  moved  to-day  rapidly,  and  General  McPhereon  reached  tlie  Atlanta  and 
Augnsta  road  at  a  point  eevea  (7)  miles  east  of  Decatur  and  four  (4)  miles  from 
Stone  mountain.  General  Garrard's  cavalry  at  once  set  to  work  to  break  up 
the  road,  and  ■was  re-eaforced  by  Brigadier  General  Morgan  L.  Smith's  division 
of  infantry,  and  they  expect  by  Dight  to  have  five  (5)  miles  of  road  effectually 
deati-oyed.  Thns  far,  we  have  encountered  only  cavahy,  with  light  resistance, 
and  to-moiTOw  will  move  on  Decatur  and  Atlanta. 

n  fully  aware  of  the  necessity  of  making  the  most  of  time,  and  shall  keep 


things  moving. 


W.  T.  SHBEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


CiTV  PoiXT,  Va.,  Jtdy  19,  1864—10.30  p,  m. 

Major  Gpjieial  ^HliBiM4\  : 

I  see  hy  Eiclimond  papers  of  yesterday  that  Smith  has  left  Tnpelo,  and  is 
moving  towards  Eipley.  Although  they  call  it  a  retreat,  I  judge  from  8.  D. 
Lee's  despatch  that  Forrest  has  beeu  badly  whipped.  Smith,  however,  ought 
to  be  m'ftiucted  to  keep  a  close  watch  on  Forrest,  and  not  permit  him  to  gather 
strength  and  move  into  Middle  Tennessee. 

IT.  S.  6RAKT,  Lieutenant  General. 


Kew  ORLBAft-s,  Jnly  20,  1864. 
Major  General  Shbrma\: 

Your  telegram  of  the  7th  baa  been  received.  You  have  already  been  advised 
that  the  force  intended  for  the  operations  against  Mobile  have  been  sent  to  the 
army  of  the  Potomac.  I  am  now  preparing  a  smaller  force  to  act,  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  navy,  in  an  attack  which  Admiral  Farragut  will  make  on  that 
harbor.  This  force  will  he  ready  in  sis  (6)  days,  and,  although  much  smaller 
than  was  contemplated  ori^ally,  will,  no  doubt,  have  a  good  effect. 

General  Asboth  at  Peiiaacola  has  been  advised  of  General  Eousseau's  expe- 
dition, and  will  be  prepared  for  it.  Forage  and  subsistence  will  be  sent  to 
Pensacola,  and  transportation  held  in  i-eadiness  to  he  sent  as  soon  as  I  hear  of 
his  arrival.  The  diversion  of  so  lai'ge  a  force  from  this  command  will  limit  our 
movements  very  materially,  but  I  will  do  whatever  I  can  to  facilitate  yoti. 
E.  S.  S.  OANBY, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headhuartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  SO,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
General  IIalleck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

I  have  a  despatch  from  General  Grant.  Answer  him  in  my  name  that  Major 
General  A.  J.  Smith  has  the  very  order  he  snggests,  viz :  to  hang  on  to  Forrest, 
and  prevent  his  coming  to  Tennessee.     I  will,  however,  renew  the  oi'ders. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


130  KEPORr  OF  MAJOR  GENEEAL  SHERMAN. 

I  advancecl  from  the  Chattahoochee  in  force  on  the  17th.  On  the  ISth  Gfeu- 
eral  MePhersoa  aud  General  Garrard's  cavalry  reached  the  Angusta  road,  and 
destroyed  about  five  (S)  miles  of  it  east  of  Decatur.  On  the  19th  the  T^liole 
line  crossed  Peach  Tree  ereek,  General  McPheraon  occupying  Decatur.  To-day 
we  moved  on  Atlanta,  ;nid  have  been  fighting  all  day.  Our  line  now  extends 
from  a  point  on  the  railroad  two  and  a  half  (2^)  miles  east  of  Atlanta,  round  by 
north  to  the  mouth  of  Peach  Tree  creek,  We  find  the  enemy  in  force,  but  will 
close  in  to-morrow.  By  the  Atlanta  papers  we  leai-n  that  Johnston  is  reli:;ved, 
and  that  Hood  commands;  that  Eousseau  is  on  tlie  railroad  at  Opelika;  and 
that  most  of  the  newspapers  and  people  have  left  Atlanta. 

General  Thomas  is  on  my  right,  General  Sehofield  in  the  centre,  and  General 
McPhersou  on  the  left;  General  Garrard's  cavalry  on  the  left  rear  of  General 
McPheraon,  Generals  Stoneman  and  MeOook  on  the  west  bank  gnarding  our 
right  flank.  The  enemy  still  clings  to  his  intrenchmonts.  If  General  Grant 
can  keep  Lee  from  re-enforcing  this  army  for  a  week,  I  think  I  can  dispose  of 
it.  We  have  taken  several  hundred  prisoners,  and  had  some  short,  severe  en- 
counters ;  but  they  were  partial.  We  have  pressed  the  enemy  back  at  all  points, 
until  our  rifle  shots  can  reach  the  town.  If  he  strengthens  his  works,  I  will 
crr-aAuiiUv  <fiviiig  round  between  him  and  his  only  soui'ce  of  supply — Macon. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanditig. 


Hbadqlartkks  MiLiTAHV  Division  of  tuu  Mississippi, 

I/i  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  20,  1864--midnight. 
General  :  After  destroying  the  bridge  at  McAfee's,  which  I  suppose  is  al- 
ready done,  you  will  send  to  General  McPherson's  guard  at  the  bridge  at  Boa- 
well  your  wagons,  led  horses,  and  baggage,  and  proceed  rapidly  to  Covington 
on  the  main  wagon  and  railroad  east — distance  about  thirty  (30)  miles  from 
Decatur — take  the  road  by  Latimer,  touching  the  road  at  or  beyond  Lithonia, 
and  thence  substantially  along  the  railroad,  destroying  it  effectually  all  the  way, 
especially  the  Yellow  river  bridge  this  side  of  Covington,  as  well  as  the  road 
bridge  over  Yellow  river  after  yon  have  passed.  Prom  Covington  send  detach- 
ments to  destroy  the  rail  and  roaJ  bridges  east  of  Covington  over  the  UI- 
cofanhatchee.  Try  and  capture  and  destroy  some  locomotives  and  cars  and 
the  depots  and  stores  at  Covington;  but  of  private  property  only  take  what  is 
necessary  for  your  own  use,  except  horses  and  mules,  of  which  you  will  take  all 
that  are  fit  for  service,  exercising,  of  course,  some  judgment  as  to  the  animals 
belonging  to  the  poor  and  needy.  On  your  return  select  your  own  route,  but  I 
would  suggest  that  by  way  of  ShefSeld,  Eock  bridge,  and  Stone  mountain,  or 
even  further  north  if  you  prefer.  I  want  you  to  put  your  whole  strength  at 
this,  and  do  it  q;nick  and  well.  I  know  it  can  be  done.  By  passing  Yellow 
river  fay  the  road  bridge,  and  then  pushing  for  the  railroad  bridges  right  and 
left,  the  guards  will  run  or  even  burn  their  own  bridges.  You  ought  to  catch 
some  trains  about  Covington,  as  there  is  no  telegraph  to  give  them  timely  warn- 
ing. I  believe  that  the  cavaliy  is  mostly  withdrawn  from  that  flank  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  you  can  ride  roughshod  over  any  force  there;  at  all  events,  it 
is  a  matter  of  vitai  importance,  and  must  be  attempted  with  great  vigor.  The 
importance  of  it  will  justify  the  loss  of  one-quarter  of  your  command.  Be  pre- 
pared with  axes,  hatchets,  and  bars  to  tear  up  sections  of  track,  and  make  bon- 
fires; when  the  rails  are  red-hot,  they  must  be  twisted.  Burning  will  do  for 
bridges  and  culverts,  but  not  for  ordinary  tracks.     Let  the  work  be  well  done. 
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The  whole  thiag  should,  be  done  in  two  days,  iaclutliug  to-morroy^.     I  will  notify 
General  McPherson,  that  he  may  look  owt  foi-  Lis  rear  and  trains. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Garrard, 

Commanding  Caeal./y  Division. 

If  thfl  McAfee  bridge  is  not  already  hunied,  yon  can  send  a  messenger  to  the 
guard  already  there  to  do  it,  and  move  to  lloswell.  This  need  not  delay  your 
cleparEtire  for  Covington  at  once.  S. 


HEADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Get.,  July  21,  1864. 

Ge,\'eral  :  After  leaving  you  to-day  I  visited  General  Palmer,  and  saw  his 
skirmishers  advance  well  to  his  right  flank.  I  am  satisfied  the  enemy  will  not 
attempt  to  hold  Atlaata  and  iho  fort  at  the  railroad  crossing  of  the  Chattahoo- 
chee. There  is  a  weak  place  in  that  line,  and  it  can  beat  be  reached  by  advanc- 
ing General  Johnson  on  the  direct  road  as  far  as  possible,  and  bringing  Generala 
Baird  and  Davis  up  on  his  right,  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  will  assume  the 
offensive  from  the  fort  on  tlie  Chattahoochee,  but  it  may  be  prudent  to  let  Gen- 
eral McCook  watch  him  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  The  front  of  General  Hooker 
is  very  narrow ;  but  I  admit  it  is  the  point  where  your  line  should  be  strongest. 
General  Howard's  two  divisions  in  this  direction  have  advanced  a  good  distance 
over  a  complete  line  of  the  enemy's  defences,  and  I  think  both  Generals  Wood 
and  Stanley  are  ap  tu  the  main  line  of  intrencbmeats ;  that  from  Wood's  right 
rifled  gnus  can  reach  the  town.  The  enemy  still  holds  the  hill  near  where 
General  Stanley's  left  and  General  Schofield's  right  are,  and  they  keep  up  an 
iiiferaai  clatter;  but  it  sounds  to  me  like  a  waste  of  ammunition.  General  Mc- 
Pherson fo-day  charged  and  carried  a  hill,  losing  two  hundred  and  fifty  (250) 
men;  but  killing  some  and  taking  prisoners.  From  this  hill  he  has  an  easy 
range  of  the  town.  We  will  try  the  effect  of  shelling  to-morrow,  and  during  it 
jo'i  had  better  make  all  the  gi'ound  you  can. 

I  do  not  believe  the  enemy  will  repeat  his  assaults,  as  he  had  in  that  of  yester- 
day iiis  best  troops,  and  failed,  signally.  Therefore  I  don't  fea,r  for  your  right 
flank;  still  it  is  well  to  be  prudent.  Oar  maps  are  all  wrong,  and  the  quicker 
Tre  can  get  our  snrveys  up  and  published  the  better.  I  wiU  look  to  Schofield 
and  SlcPherson  to  morrow. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  8HBKMAN,  _ 
Majo'-  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Tho.mas, 

Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


llE.iUQUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  tU  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  My  21,  1864. 
His  Excellency  President  I.ixcoln,  Washington,  D.  C  : 

Your  despatch  is  received.  I  have  the  highest  veneration  for  the  law,  and 
will  respect  it  always,  however  it  conflicts  my  opinion  of  its  propriety.  I  only 
telegraphed  to  General  Halleck  because  I  had  seen  no  copy  of  the  law,  and 
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sujppoaed  tlie  War  Depai'tmeut  miglit  bave  some  control  over  its  operatio 
When  I  have  taken  Atlanta,  and  can  sit  down  iii  some  place,  I  will  convey 
letter  a  fuller  expression  of  my  views  iu  i-elation  to  this  snhject.* 


Witli  great  I'cspcct, 


W.  T.  SHERMAX, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Washixoto.n-,  Ju/i/  2],  1864—9  a.  ni. 
Major  General  SiiebmaiV: 

Eichmond  Whig  of  the  20th  learna  from  Macon  Oonfedei-ate  that  hut 
httle  quartermaster  or  commissary  stores  remain  in  Atlanta,  all  having  heeii 
moved  to  safer  aad  more  secure  points.  It  also  says  that  it  has  every  reason 
to  hope  that  Sherman's  rear  will  be  cut  in  the  next  ten  days. 

Johnston  has  been  relieved,  and  Hood  takes  bis  place,  much  to  the  surprise  of 
the  army  and  the  public ;  also  that  the  change  indicates  that  thei-e  will  be  no 
.  more  retrfiating.  but  that  Atiauta  will  be  defended  at  all  hazards,  and  to  the 
last  extremity. 

IT.  S.  GllANT,  Lieutenant  General. 


(Cipher.) 

Keaduu ASTERS  Military  Divisio.v  of  the  Mississippi, 

1/t  ike  yield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  21,  I86i. 

GeNKBAL:  Yesterday,  at  4  p.  to,,  the  enemy  sallied  from  his  intrenclimenti 
and  fell  suddenly  and  heavily  on  our  line  in  the  direction  of  Buck  Head.  The 
blow  fell  upon  General  Newton's  division  of  General  Howard's  corps  ;  on  Gen- 
eral Ward's,  General  Geary's,  and  General  Williams's  divisions  of  General 
Hooker's  corps ;  and  General  Johnson,  of  General  Palmer's  corps.  For  two 
hours  the  fighting  was  close  and  severe,  resulting  in  the  complete  r-epulse  of  thu 
enemy,  with  a  heavy  loss  in  dead  and  wounded.  He  left  hia  dead  and  many 
wounded  in  oar  posasession.  We  retained  undisputed  posesaion  of  ail  the  ground 
fought  over.  General  Newton  reports  he  haa  buried  two  hundred  (200)  of  the 
enemy's  dead,  and  is  satisfied  Le  wottnded  at  least  twelve  hundred  (1,300.) 
His  entire  loss  is  only  one  hundi-ed  (100,)  as  his  men  were  partially  covered  by 
a  rail  barricade.  At  the  time  of  the  attack  General  Hooker  was  in  the  act  of 
advancing  his  lines,  so  that  he  fought  his  corps  uncovered,  in  comparatively 
open  gronnd,  aud  on  fair  terms  with  the  enemy.  The  contest  waa  very  severe. 
He  haa  buried  about  four  hundred  (400)  of  the  rebel  dead,  took  seven  (7)  colors, 
and  has  collected  many  of  the  wotmded  and  other  prisoners.  General  Hooker 
thinks  that  the  rebel  wounded  in  hia  front  fully  equals  four  thousand  (4,000,) 
but  I  don't  like  to  make  gneasea  in  such  matters ;  his  own  loss  will  be  covered 
by  fifteen  hundred  (1,.'>00.)     On  the  whole,  the  result  is  most  favorable  to  us. 

.  To-day  we  have  gained  important  positions,  so  that  Generals  McPherson  and 
Schofield,  on  the  east,  have  batteries  in  position  that  will  easily  i-each  the  heart 
of  the  city,  and  General  Howard,  on  the  north,  also  has  advanced  his  lines  about 
two  (2)  miles,  being  within  easy  cannon  range  of  the  buildings  in  Atlanta.  He 
compelled  the  enemy  to  give  up  a  long  line  of  parapet  which  constituted  an  ad- 
vance line  of  intrenehments.  The  city  seems  to  have  a  liae  all  round  it,  at  an 
average  distance  from  the  heart  of  the  town  of  one  and  a  half  (i  J)  mile,  but  our 
shot  passing  over  this  line  will  desh-oy  the  town — and  I  doubt  if  Hood  will  stand  a 
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bnmhai-dment — still  he  has  fought  hard  at  all  points  to-day.  I  will  open  oa  the 
ton'n  &om  the  east  and  northeast  to-morrow,  aad  General  Thomas  will  advance 
his  light  from  the  mouth  of  Peach  Tree  eveek  to  ci-oss  the  railroad  to  the  north- 
west of  the  town.  I  have  sent  Genera!  Garrard's  cavalry  eastward  to  Coving- 
ton, to  break  railroad  aud  destroy  the  bridge  on  Tel!ow  river  and  the  Ulcofau- 
hatchee  creek. 

Ill  the  action  yesterday  the  rebel  Generals  O'Baiiuon  and  Stewart  were  re- 
ported killed,  and  among  the  dead  were  three  colonels  and  many  officers. 
Brigadier  General  Gresham  was  severely  wounded  yesterday,  but  is  in  no  dan- 
ger of  life  or  limb. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Hallegk, 

Washington,  D-  O. 


Headquarters  Milfiary  Division  of  the  Mis^issippt, 

In  the  Jleld,  near  Alar t-a  Ga  Jm^jt  S3,  1864. 
Gewegal;  I  have  heard  of  General  Kousaean  s  leturn  to  Maiietta.  Please 
order  him  at  once  to  relieve  General  Stoneman,  on  the  othci  Bide  of  the  river, 
and  let  Genei'al  Stoneman  come  to  me  with  his  whole  force  Please  send  the  en- 
closed order  for  me  at  once.  The  attack  on  our  left  to  diy  has  beea  desperate 
and  persistent,  and  the  losses  on  both  sides  quite  heavy  I  want  you  to  relieve 
it  to-morrow  fay  an  actual  attack,  oi  stiong  demju'^tration  (  i  the  right.  I  will 
send  word  early  in  the  day  if  it  is  renewed  I  suppose  it  will  he  kept  np  as 
long  as  General  Garrard  is  out.  I  want  General  Stjnemin  to  move  out  to  Gen- 
eral Garrard's  relief.    Ton  can  nse  Generals  McCoofc  and  Rousseau  on  your  right. 


r  General  Tho.Mas, 

Army  of  the  Cumlierlanfl. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HEADaUABTEBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejisld,  near  Atlanta.  Ga.,  My  23,  1S64 — 2  a.  m. 
General  Rousseau,  Marietta: 

Your  despatch  is  recdved,  and  you  have  done  well.  I  hate  to  call  on  you  eo 
soon  for  more  service;  hut  time  is  pressing,  I  want  yon  to  move  down  right 
away  to  the  railroad  bridge  and  relieve  General  Stoneman,  who  is  watching  the 
Chattahoochee  below  Turner's  feny.  He  will  describe  to  you  the  eoantry  and 
what  is  needed.  I  want  him  relieved  as  soon  as  possible,  that  he  may  come 
over  here,    I  hope  to  see  you  in  a  few  days. 


Ta 


^Y.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Cammanding. 


[Cipher.] 
HEADtilTARTKHS  MlLlTABV  DlVISIO.V  OF  THE  MiSSlSSrppI, 

In.  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  23,  1864. 
General  Ealleck,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

General  Rousseau  reports  from  Mai-ietta  yesterday  liis  safe  return  from  Ope- 
lika,  having  destroyed  that  depot,  thirty  (30)  miles  of  railroad  towards  Mont. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


134  KBPOIIT    OF    MAJOR    GENEIJAL    SHERMAI^. 

gomerj',  three  (3)  miles  towards  Columbus,  and  two  towards  West  Point.  His 
entire  Joss  twelve  (12)  killed  and  thirty  (30)  wounded.  He  brings  in  four 
hundred  (400)  mules  and  three  Imndred  (300)  horses. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Gt-'neral  Commanding. 


Heabquartkhs  Military  Division  of  tub  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Jv^y  23.  1864, 
General  Halleck,  WasMiigton,  D.  C: 

Yesterday  morning  the  enemy  fell  back  to  the  intreuehments  proper  of  the 
city  of  Atlanta,  which  are  ia  a  general  circle  of  a  radius  of  one  and  a  half  (IJ) 
miles,  and  we  closed  in.  While  we  were  forming  oiir  lines  and  selecting  posi- 
tions for  batteries  the  enemy  appeared  snddealy  out  of  the  dense  woods  in  heavy 
masses  on  our  exti'eme  left,  and  struck  the  17th  corps,  General  Blair,  in  flank, 
and  was  forcing  it  back  when  the  16th  corps.  General  Dodge,  came  up  and 
checked  the  movement;  but  the  enemy's  cavalry  got  well  to  our  rear  and  into 
Decatnr,  and  for  some  hours  our  left  flank  was  completely  enveloped.  The 
fighting  that  resulted  was  continuous  until  night,  with  heavy  loss  on  hoth  sides. 
The  enemy  took  one  of  our  batteries,  (Murray's,  of  the  regular  army,)  that  was 
marching  in  its  place  in  column  on  the  road,  nnconscions  of  danger.  About  4 
p.  m.  the  enemy  sallied  against  the  division  of  General  Moi^an  L.  Smith,  which 
occnpied  an  abandoned  line  of  rifle  trench  near  the  railroad  east  of  the  city  and 
forced  it  back  some  four  hundred  (400j  yards,  leaving  in  his  hands  for  tlie  time 
two  (3)  batteries,  hut  tlie  ground  and  batteries  were  immediately  after  recovered 
by  the  same  troops  re-enforced.  I  cannot  well  approximate  our  loss,  which  fell 
heaviest  on  the  15th  and  17th  corps,  and  count  it  three  thousand  (3,000,)  but  I 
know  that,  being  on  the  defensive,  we  have  inflicted  equally  heavy  loss  on  the 
enemy.  General  McPherson,  when  arranging  his  troops  about  11  a.  m.,  and 
passing  from  one  column  to  another,  unconsciously  rode  upon  an  ambuscade 
witho  ut  apprehension,  at  some  distance  ahead  of  his  staff  and  orderlies,  and  was 
shot  dead.  His  body  was  sent  in  charge  of  his  personal  staff  back  to  Marietta 
and  Chattanooga.  His  loss  at  that  moment  was  most  serious ;  but  Gleneral 
IiOgan  at  once  arranged  the  troops  and  had  immediate  direction  of  them  during 
the  rest  of  the  day.  Our  left,  though  refused  somewhat,  is  still  within  easy 
cannon  range  of  Atlanta.  The  enemy  seems  to  man  his  extensive  parapets  aad 
at  the  same  time  has  to  spare  heavy  assaulting  columns;  but  to-day  we  will 
intrench  our  front  lines,  which  will  give  mo  troops  to  spare  to  meet  those  assaults. 

I  cannot  hear  of  the  loss  of  more  than  a  few  wagons  taken  by  the  enemy's 
cavalry  during  his  temporary  pause  in  Decatur,  whence  all  the  trains  had  been 
securely  removed  to  the  rear  of  the  main  army  under  cover  of  a  brigade  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Sprague. 

During  the  heavy  attack  on  the  loft,  iiic  remainder  of  the  line  was  not  en- 
gaged, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
S'ajo!-  General  (. 


Headquarters  Militarv  Division  of  tbe  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  23,  1804—8  p.  m. 
Gejvebal:  T  have  this  moment  returned  from  an  examination  of  our  entire 
line.     Ton  know  your  own.     The  balance  extends  in  a  circle  at  about  one 
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thousand  (1,000)  yai-ds  distant  from  the  eaemy's  lines  as  far  as  Proctor's  creek, 
tie  whole  of  Palmer's  eoips  being  east  and  south  of  the  railroad.  All  have 
covered  their  fronts  with  parapets,  so  that  the  enemy  will  not  attempt  a  sally. 
The  qaeation  now  is,  what  next  J  I  will  in  pei-son  explain  all  that  is  necessary 
to  produce  the  result  aimed  at  as  soon  as  General  Garrard  returns.  You  need 
not  apprehend  a  renewal  of  the  attack  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  you  may  be^u  to  feel  out  with  skirmishers  and  supports  into  the 
woods  east  of  General  Giles  Smith's  division  and  General  Dodge's  corps.  In 
the  moraine  early  let  General  Wood's  division  move  into  Decatur,  stay  awhile, 
and  return.  Let  details  of  men  and  pioneers  begin  at  your  very  front  and  break 
up  and  destroy  the  railroad  absolutely  back  to  and  including  Decatur.  Until 
wa  conclude  upon  the  best  manner  of  reducing  Atlanta  we  cannot  be  better 
employed  than  in  rendering  the  Atlanta  and  Augusta  road  nseless;  especially 
have  the  iron  rails  heated  and  twisted. 

I  want  your  skirmishei-s  to  feel  out  to-raorrow  early  in  front  of  General 
Dodeo  for  a  double  purpose :  to  hold  on  that  flank  the  cavalry  of  Wheeier, 
while  we  operate  on  General  Thomas's  flank  and  centre,  a  diversion  for  General 
Garrard,  now  on  his  return  from  his  expedition. 
I  am,  with  resuect, 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  JoH.v  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Army  nf  the.  Tennrsnec. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In.  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  My  23,  1S64— 8  a.  m. 
GENBaAL  ■  I  have  examined  the  line  of  circumvallation  and  have  no  fear  of 
the  enemy  even  attempting  to  test  its  strength.  But  until  we  get  our  cavalry 
in  hajjd  and  position,  I  will  not  attempt  anything  serions.  You  may  theretore 
keen  things  "statu  quo,"  and  look  only  to  your  supplies  of  food  and  ^i^/n""'"^^- 
I  have  seen  General  Eousseau,  and  am  satisfied  that  he  has  made  a  break  that 
cuts  off  Alabama  for  a  month,  and  he  has  brought  ns  in  pretty  fair  condition 
some  twenty -five  hundred  additional  cavalry. 

^  ^"''  *^'^"'  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  Schofielu, 

Cummanding  Army  of  the  Ohio. 


HEADUi.-ARTF.RS  MILITARY  DlVISlO.X  OF  THIS  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  ikejie/d,  near  Atlanta,  Ga..  July  24,  18b4. 
GE^ERAL  :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  that  Brijradier  General  James  B. 
McPherson,  United  States  army,  major  general  of  volunteers  and  commander 
of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  in  the  field,  was  killed  by  a  shot  from  ambuscade 
about  nr/ yesterday.  At  the  time  of  this  fatal  shot  he  was  on  horseback, 
7SJZ.  Lops  in^  position  near  the  city  of  Atlanta  and  was  passing  by  a 
Soss«ad  from  a  moving  column  towards  the  flank  of  troops  that  had 
areadyteen  established  oil  the  line.  He  had  quitted  me  but  a  few  minu^s 
before  and  was  on  his  way  to  see  in  person  to  the  execution  of  my  ordere. 
Sout  the  time  of  this  sad  event  the  enemy  had  sallied  from  his  intrenehmente 
ff  Atlanta  and  by  a  circuit  had  got  to  the  left  and  rear  of  this  very  line,  and 
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had  begun  an  attack  which  reenUed  io  serious  hattle;  so  that  General  MePhei'son 
fell  in  battle,  booted  and  spurred,  as  the  gallant  knight  and  gentleman  should 
wish.  Not  his  the  loss,  but  the  country's;  and  tMs  army  wOl  mourn  his  death 
and  cherish  his  memoiy  as  that  of  one  who,  though  comparatively  young,  had 
risen  by  bis  merit  and  ability  to  the  command  of  one  of  Uie  best  armies  ivhich 
the  nation  had  called  into  existence  to  vindicate  its  Itonor  and  iategrity. 

History  tells  ua  of  but  few  who  so  blended  the  grace  and  geutTeness  of  the 
friend  with  the  dignity,  courage,  faith  and  manliness  of  the  soldier.  His  pubUc 
enemies,  even  the  men  who  directed  the  fatal  shot,  ne'er  spoke  or  wrote  of  him 
withont  expressions  of  marked  respect ;  those  whom  ho  commaiided  loved  him 
even  to  idolatry ;  and  I,  his  associate  and  commander,  fail  in  words  adequate  to 
express  my  opinion  of  bis  great  worth.  I  feel  assured  that  every  patriot  in 
America  on  hearing  this  sad  news  will  feel  a  sense  of  personal  loss,  aad  the 
country  generally  will  realize  that  we  have  lost  not  only  an  able  military  leader, 
.  but  a  man  who,  had  he  survived,  was  qualified  to  heal  the  national  strife  which 
has  been  raised  by  designing  and  ambitious  men. 

His  body  has  been  sent  north  in  charge  of  Major  Willard,  Captains  Steele 
and  Grile,  his  personal  staff. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  (Jommanding. 
General  L,  Tho.mas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A. 


HEADaUABTERS  MILITARY  DlV[S10,V  OF  THE  MrSSlSSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  JvJy  24,  1864. 

Gbnbeal:  I  have  pretty  well  surveyed  the  whole  position,  and  by  the  aid 
of  maps  and  my  own  ooservation,  think  I  uaderetaad  the  case  pretty  well. 

Oar  lines  are  now  strong  in  front,  and  we  compass  Atlanta  from  the  railroad 
on  the  east  to  the  railroad  west.  The  enemy  having  failed  in  his  asaanlt  on  year 
flank  before  it  was  covered  by  any  defensive  works,  and  having  sustained  most 
serious  loss,  will  not  again  attempt  it,  but  will  await  our  action.  I  now  enclose 
you  a  map  made  by  General  Schofield's  engineer,  which  shows  the  roads  to 
your  present  right  rear.  I  sent  Captain  Poe  to  see  you  tliis  morning,  but  from 
what  Captain  Hickenlooper  says,  I  think  I  may  have  failed  to  convey  to  you  my 
right  meaning,  which  is  this  : 

The  only  object  in  placing  the  army  of  Tennessee  on  that  flank  was,  to 
reach  and  destroy  the  railroad  from  Atlanta  towards  Augusta.  That  is  partially 
done,  and  the  work  of  destruction  should  he  continued  as  far  as  possible.  I 
wish  you  to  keep  one  division  or  more  employed  day  and  night  in  breaking  and 
burning  the  road  until  General  Garrard  returns.  I  feel  no  doubt  but  that  he  has 
sncceeded  in  breaking  the  bridges  aei'oss  Yellow  river  and  the  Ulcofauhatchee, 
but  he  may  have  to  fight  his  way  back,  aad  to  relieve  him  I  wish  you  to  push 
your  skirmishers  oat  from  General  Dodge's  front,  and  from  General  Blair's 
left,  as  though  you  were  going  to  push  your  way  by  the  east  of  Atlanta  to  the 
Macon  road.  To  keep  up  this  delusion  you  should  send  a  column  cautiously 
down  one  of  those  roads  or  valleys  southeast  and  engage  the  enemy  outside  his 
works,  but  not  behind  his  trenches. 

As  soon  as  General  Garrard  is  back  jou  can  discontmue  all  such  demonstra- 
tions and  prepare  for  your  next  move.  I  piopirfe  to  give  jon  timely  notice 
to  send  your  wagons  behiud  Genei-al  Thomas,  and  then  to  move  your  army 
behind  the  present  line,  to  the  extreme  nght,  to  reach,  if  possible,  the  Macon 
road,  which  you  know  to  be  the  only  load  by  which  Atlinta  can  be  supplied. 
This  will  leave  General  Schofleld  the  left  flank,  which  will  be  covered  by  the 
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works  lie  has  constructed  ou  bis  frout,  and  he  can  use  the  abandoiiet!  trenches 
of  the  enemy  to  cover  his  left  rear.  You  will  no  longer  send  your  wagons  by 
Eoswell,  but  hj  Buck  Head,  and  Paice's  feixy,  and  when  you  change  you  will 
draw  from;  the  railroad  bridge  to  which  our  cars  now  run,  and  at  which  point 
ive  are  now  making  a  pier  bridge,  and  also  two  pontoons.  General  Stoneman 
will  surely  be  at  Decatur  to-day,  and  we  will  have  two  divisions  of  cavalry  on 
o\ir  right,  viz  ;  Generals  McOook's  and  Harrison's  (Greneral  Rousseau's.) 

Act  with  confidence ;  know  that  the  enemy  cannot  budge  you  from  your 
present  ground,  and  act  offensively  to  show  him  that  you  dare  him  to  the  encounter. 
You  can  understand  that,  being  on  the  defensive,  he  cannot  afford  to  sally,  unless 
at  great  peril.  General  Schofield  has  so  etrengtheBe<l  his  front  that  I  feei  no 
uneasiness  about  that  flaak,  and  only  study  now  to  make  the  next  move  so 
quickly  that  we  may  reach  East  Point  or  its  vicinity  with  as  little  loss  as 
possible.  My  headquarters  are  now  behind  General  Howard's  corps,  General 
Newton's  division,  on  the  main  Marietta  and  Atlanta  road,  which  crosses  the 
Chattahoochee  at  Paice's  ferry  and  passes  through  Buck  Head.  I  am  at  a 
large  white  house  near  the  enemy's  old  line  of  intrenchments,  a  prolongation  of 
the  same  which  passes  from  where  I  saw  you  yesterday,  by  General  Schofield's 
position.  I  have  just  heard  that  Genera!  Garrard  is  back.  Go  on  hrenking 
that  road  good. 

I  am,  truly,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
yiajor  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Johx  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


Hearquaktehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  &e  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  24,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
GB.NERAi.;  I  am  rejoiced  to  bear  you  are  hack  safe  and  successful.  General 
Rousseau  has  brought  me  two  thousand  five  hundred  (2,500)  good  cavalry, 
having  been  to  Opelika  and  destroyed  thirty  (30)  miles  of  road  between  West 
Point  and  Montgomery.  I  will  give  you  time  to  rest,  and  then  we  must  make 
quick  work  with  Atlanta.  I  await  your  report  with  impatience,  and  in  the  mean 
time  tender  to  you  tbe  assurance  of  my  great  Consideration. 


Your  friend, 
General  GAiiRAf.u,  Decatur. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


HEAntiUARTEKS  MiUTAltY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta.  Ga.,  July  34,  1864. 
General  Hali.eck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

On  making  up  reports  and  examining  the  field,  I  find  the  result  of  Hood's 
attack  on  our  Im  moi-e  destructive  than  I  i-eported.  Our  loss  will  not  foot  up 
two  thousand  (2,000)  killed  and  wounded,  whereas  we  have  found  over  one 
thousand  (1,000)  rebel  dead,  which  will  make,  with  the  usual  proportion  of 
wounded,  a  loss  to  the  enemy  of  full  seven  thousand  (7,000.)  General  Garrard 
also  has  returned  perfectly  successful,  having  completely  destroyed  the  two 
large  bridges  near  Covington,  forty  (40)  miles  towards  Augusta,  brought  in 
two  hundred  prisoners  and  some  good  horses,  and  destroyed  the  public  stores 
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at  Covington  and  Conyer's  stations,  including  two  thousand  (2,000)  balea  of 
cotton,  a  locomotive,  and  train  of  care.  Our  commanicationB  are  yet  ail  safe 
and  the  aiToy  in  good  condition  in  all  t^pecte.  As  soon  as  my  cavalry  reata,  I 
propose  to  swing  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  round  by  the  right  rapidly,  and 
interposs  between  Atlanta  and  Maeoo,  the  only  line  open  to  the  enemy. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Telegram.] 
HBADaUARTEES  MILITARY  DlVISlOPi  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  24,  1664. 
■General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

The  sudden  loss  of  Genei-al  McPherson  was  a  heavy  bloiv  to  me.  I  can 
liardly  replace  him,  but  must  have  a  successor.  After  thinking  over  the  whole 
matter,  I  prefer  that  Major  General  0.  0.  Howard  he  ordered  to  command  the 
army  and  department  of  the  Tenni'ssee,  If  this  meets  the  President's  approval 
notify  me  by  telegraph,  when  I  will  put  him  in  command,  and  name  othei-s  to 
^11  the  vaeanciea  created.  General  Logan,  as  senior,  commands  the  army  of 
the  Tennessee  for  the  present.  Aft«r  we  have  taken  Atlanta  1  will  name  offi- 
cers who  merit  promotion;  in  the  mean  time  I  request  that  the  President  wiH 
not  give  increased  rank  to  any  officer  who  has  gone  on  leave  from  sickness  or 
other  cause  than  wounds  in  battle. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandir.g. 


IlEAijyuAp.TBBs  Military  Division  of  thb  Missrssippi, 

hi  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  July  25,  1864. 

Gk.\i!kal;  I  find  it  difficult  to  make  prompt  report  of  results  coupled  with 
some  data  or  information  without  occasionally  making  some  mistakes.  General 
MePherson's  sudden  death  and  General  Logan's  succeeding  to  tlie  command,  as 
it  were,  in  the  midst  of  battle,  made  some  confusion  on  our  extreme  left,  but  it 
soon  recovered  and  made  sad  havoc  with  the  enemy,  who  had  practiced  one  of 
his  favorite  games  of  attacking  oar  left  when  in  motion  and  before  it  had  time 
to  cover  its  weak  end. 

After  riding  over  the  ground  and  hearing  the  varying  statements  of  the  actors 
on  that  flank,  I  directed  General  Logan  to  make  an  official  report  of  the  actual 
results,  and  I  herewith  enclose  it. 

Though  the  number  of  dead  rebels  seems  excessive,  I  am  disposed  to  give  full 
credit  to  the  report  that  our  lose,  though  only  three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-one  (3,531}  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  the  enemy's  dead  nione  on  the 
field  nearly  eq^ual  that  number,  via,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty 
<3,240.) 

Happening  at  that  point  of  the  line  when  a  flag  of  trace  was  sent  in  to  ask 
permission  for  each  pai-ty  to  bnry  its  dead,  1  gave  General  Logan  anthoi-ity  to 
permit  a  temporary  truce  on  that  flank  alone,  while  our  labors  and  fighting 
proceeded  at  all  others. 

I  also  send  you  a  copy  of  General  Garrard's  report  of  the  breaking  of  railroad 
toward  Augusta. 

Now  I  am  gronpiag  my  command  to  attack  the  Macon  road,  and  with  that 
view  will  intrench  a  strong  line  of  circumvallation  and  flanks,  so  as  to  have  in 
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reserve  as  large  ao  infantry  eohimii  as  possible  to  co-operate  with  all  the  cavalry 
to  swing  roiiad  to  the  south  aad  east  and  control  that  road  at  or  below  East 

I  have  the  honor  t^^  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  G<ii:eral  IIallbck,  Was/imgfox,  D.  C. 


IlEAuauAKTEiis  Military  Division  of  the  Mis. 

In  theJieU,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  25,  1S64. 
ColonelJAMES  Habdie, 

Inspector  General,  Washington,  J).  C. : 
I  have  yonr  despatch  of  yestei-day  announcing  the  appoiiitmeut  of  General  Os- 
terhaus  as  major  geaeral,  I  do  uot  object  to  his  appointment,  but  I  wish  to 
put  on  record  this  my  emphatic  opinion  that  it  is  an  act  of  injustice  to  officers 
who  stand  by  their  posts  in  the  day  of  danger  to  neglect  them,  and  advance 
such  as  Generals  Hovey  and  Osterhaus,  who  left  «s  in  the  midst  of  bullets  to  go 
to  the  rear  in  search  of  personal  advancement.  If  the  rear  be  the  post  of  honor, 
then  we  had  better  all  change  front  on  Washington. 

W.  T.  SHBEMAN, 
Majnr  Gmeral  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 
HklARai.'ARTKKS  MILITARY  DlVISJO.\  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  mar  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  25,  1864. 
General  Washbura',  Memphis: 

It  was  by  General  Grant's- special  order  that  Genera!  Smith  was  required  after 
Ills  fight  to  persevere  and  continue  to  follow  Forrest.  He  must  keep  after  him 
till  recalled  by  me  or  General  Grant,  and  if  Forrest  goes  towards  Tennessee, 
General  Smith  must  follow  him,  aiming  to  reach  the  Tennessee  river  at  Decatur. 

We  have  had  some  hard  lighting  here,  bnt  have  got  the  enemy  in  a  tight 
place  .now  inside  of  Atlanta.  General  Rousseau  broke  the  road  at  Opelika  and 
ray  cavalry  has  broken  up  the  road  towards  Augusta  for  fifty  (50)  miles  out. 
Only  one  raUroad  remains  to  the  enemy,  viz.,  that  to  Macon,  and  I  am  nearly 
ready  to  strike  it,  after  which  the  enemy  must  come  out  of  Atlanta  to  fight  or 


Genei-al  Smith  must  keep  wel!  out  after  Forrest,  and  rather  watch  him  closely 
than  attempt  to  pursue  him,  hut  when  he  does  fight  he  should  keep  the  advan- 
tage. The  railroad  could  supply  him  out  as  far  as  Grand  Junction.  It  is  of 
vital  importance  that  Forrest  do  not  go  to  Tennessee. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HRADULAiiTEiiS  Military  Division'  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  25,  18G4. 

General  :  I  have  your  application  for  the  services  of  General  Corse,  which 

I  grant,  because  I  want  you  to  have  good  division  commanders.     But  I  beg  you 

to  see  that  no  injustice  is  done  to  General  Sweeney.    I  have  noticed  for  some 

time  a  growing  dissatisfaction  on  the  pait  of   General  Dodge  with  General 
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Sweeney.  It  may  be  personal.  See  that  General  Dodge  prefers  epeciflc  cliargea 
and  specifications,  and  you,  as  the  army  commander,  must  be  the  judge  of 
the  sufSeieney  of  the  charges.  No  one  but  the  commander  of  an  army  can  arrest 
and  send  away  a  general ;  it  is  a  high  power,  but  I  construe  the  power  to  reside 
with  the  commanders  of  my  three  armies,  because  each  baa  a  command  other 
than  the  troops  here  on  the  spot.  Ton,  as  commander  of  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, should  judge  as  to  the  cause  of  arrest  and  see  that  no  injustice  is  done  a 
general  officer.  Xou  can  see  how  ernel  it  would  be  to  a  brave  and  sensitive  gen- 
tleman and  officer  to  bo  arrested,  deprived  of  his  command  and  sent  to  the  rear 
at  this  time.  I  do  not  believe  General  Dodge  wo  Id  w  II  ngly  do  an  act  of  in- 
justice, bat  still  you  are  the  one  to  judge. 

I  fear  that  General  Sweeney  will  feel  that  eve  I  am  inilie  ced  against  him 
to  befriend  General  Corse,  but  it  is  not  so.  I  g  e  p  General  Corse  because 
the  good  of  the  service  demands  that,  at  this  cris  i  you  should  have  good  divi- 
sion commanders, 

I  am,  wit!i  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEItMAN, 
Major  Gmeral.  Commanding. 

Major  General  JofT.x  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the    Tennessee. 


[Cipliev.] 


HeADUUARTERS  MrHTAKY  DiVlSIO.V  OF  THE  MiSSiSSlPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  25,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant,  Petersiurg  : 

Tour  despatch  of  Slat  did  not  come  till  to-day.  Johnston  is  relieved  and 
Hood  commands.  Hood  has  made  two  attempts  to  strike  hard  since  we  crossed 
Chattahoochee,  and  both  times  got  more  than  he  bargained  for.  No  doubt  he 
expected  to  cut  to  my  rear,  but  I  have  already  cut  to  kis  rear,  having  broken 
his  Augusta  road  out  for  fifty  miles  and  bis  southern  road  at  Opelika.  None  re- 
mains to  him  but  the  Macon  road,  and  I  think  I  will  have  that  soon.  I  would 
rather  that  Hood  should  fight  it  out  at  Atlanta  than  to  retreat  further  to  Macon. 
If  you  can  keep  away  re-enforcements,  all  well.  My  army  is  all  ia  baud  and 
the  rear  well  guarded. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HEADUUARTElif^  MlLlTARV  DIVISION  OF  TUB  MlSSISSIPri, 

In  tlie  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  26,  1664. 
General  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  July  86,  asking  permission,  after 
breaking  good  the  railroad  below  McDonough,  to  push  on,  release  the  officers 
there,  and  afterwards  to  go  to  Andersonville  and  release  the  men  confined  there. 
I  see  many  difficulties,  but,  aa  you  say,  even  a  chance  of  aucceaa  will  warrant  the 
effort,  and  I  consent  to  it.  You  may,  after  having  fulfilled  my  present  orders, 
send  General  Garrard  back  to  the  left  flank  of  the  army,  and  proceed  with  yonx 
command  proper  to  achieve  both  or  either  of  the  objects  named,  I  will  keep 
the  enemy  busy,  so  that  you  shall  have  nothing  to  contend  with  but  the  cavalry ; 
and  if  you  can  bring  back  to  this  army  any  or  all  those  prisoners  of  war,  it  will 
be  an  achievement  that  will  entitle  yon  and  your  command  to  the  love  and  ad- 
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miration  "of  the  whole  country.  JBs  careful  to  break  telegraph  wire  and  railroail 
when  and  wherever  you  go,  especially  the  telegraph,  as  it  will  prevent  the 
enemy  following  your  movement, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Genci'al  Ci/mmanding. 
Major  Gentral  George  Stoneman. 

Commanding  Division  of  Caealry. 


IIkADQUaUTEIIS  MrLlTARY  DiVIS10.\  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejidd,  h^ore  Atlanta,  Ga.,  My  26, 1864. 

G-ENTLBMBN  :  As  a  part  of  the  movement  to-moiTOW,  I  wish,  whilst  the  cav- 
alry is  moving  oat,  say  at  6  a.  m.,  and  General  Logan's  troops  are  shifting  from 
left  to  right,  that'  you  send  from  some  point  of  the  front  of  each  division  in  one 
line  of  circumvallation  a  bold  party,  of  ahout  a  I'egiinent  strong,  to  push  back 
the  enemy's  outlying  pickets  and  feel  their  position.  This  will  have  tKe  effect 
of  holding  them,  and  diawing  there  as  large  a  body  of  the  enemy  as  possible,  as 
ho  will  suiely  do  on  such  a  display. 

Insomuch  as  Geneial  Jeff  C.  Davis's  division  is  placed  as  a  strong  right 
flank,  and,  therefore,  will  be  almost  entirely  in  reserve  when  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee  gets  to  the  light,  I  wish  the  demonstration  to  his  front  to  be  still 
more  decided,  -s  iz  a  whole  brigade  should  move  on  the  ridge  due  south  from 
the  hill  infienehcd  beyond  Proctor's  ereek,  and  should  push  back  the  enemy 
beyond  any  bttle  nfle  pits  to  his  main  line  which  will  be  found  upon  the  main 
ridge  which  eitends  fiom  Atlanta  to  East  Point.  This  brigade  should  move 
toward  the  old  village  of  "White  Hall,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Atlanta. 
These  demonstrations  should  proceed  slowly  and  deliberately,  and  last  all  day, 
and  should  be  as  bold  and  provoking  to  the  enemy  as  possible,  tempting  him 
to  sally  out  and  test  onr  present  lines. 
I  am,  &e., 


Major  Generals  Thomas  and  ScHOFiBi.i 


"\V.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  GommandiTig. 


IIkadquahters  Military  DiviSiON  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta.  Ga.,  July  26,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

General  McOook  represents  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  his  front  intrenched  be- 
hind good  works  extending  from  about  White  Hall  down  to  the  Chattahoochee, 
and  he  apprehends  difficulty  in  breaking  through.  I  have  consented  to  his 
dropping  down  the  w6st  bank  of  the  Chattahoochee  to  a  point  about  Campbell- 
town,  crossing  there  and  striking  out  for  the  railroad.  This  will  turn  the  posi- 
tion of  the  cavalry,  and  force  tiiem  back  to  meet  General  McOook  on  more  open 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


General  Th 


■KRS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  26,  1864. 


Major  General  Howaid  is  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  army  and  depart- 
ment of  the  Tennessee.     I  want  him  in  his  new  command  at  oBce. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Google 


14a  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GRSERAL  SHCKMAN, 

[Cipliei-O 
HEAraUARTEKS  MiLlTABY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

III  thefidil,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  2G,  1864. 
General  Hallkck,  Washingtm  ; 

To-morrow  we  begin  to  move  agaiast  Atlanta,  having  atrongly  intrenclied 
onr  front  from  the  railroad  east  of  Atlanta  to  a  hill  sontli  of  Proetoi's  ereek.  I 
move  the  whole  army  of  the  Tennessee  to  the  right,  extending  the  line  Boiith, 
threatening  East  Point,  and  forcing,  as  I  think,  Hood  to  abandon  Atlanta,  or  allow 
us  at  small  coat  to  occupy  the  railroad  south  of  the  town,  that  to  the  east  being 
well  destroyed.  At  the  same  time  I  send  by  night  a  force  of  about  three 
thousand  five  hundred  (3,500)  cavalry  under  Gfeneral  McOook,  and  ai-ound  by 
the  left  about  five  thousand  (5,000)  cavalry  under  Stoneman,  with  orders  to 
reach  the  railroad  aboiit  Griffin's.  T  also  have  consented  that  General  Stoneman, 
after  he  has  esecuted  this  part  of  his  plan,  if  he  find  it  feasible,  may,  with  his 
division  proper,  about  two  thousand,  (2,000,)  go  to  Macon  and  attempt  the 
release  of  our  officers  and  prisoners  there,  and  then  to  AndersonviUe  to  release 
the  twenty  thousand  (20,000)  of  our  men  prisoners  there.  This  is  probabSy 
more  than  he  can  accomplish,  but  it  is  worthy  of  a  determined  effort. 

Whilst  these  are  in  progresss,  I  will  with  the  main  army  give  employment  to 
all  the  rebel  armv  still  in  Atlanta. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandivg. 


[Ciphw,] 

HKADQirARTERS  MILITARY  DiViSIO.V  OF  THE  MlSSISSll'Pl, 

In  thefieU,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Jnhj  27,  1864. 
General  Hali.ech,  WasJiwgtoii,  D.  C: 

My  two  cavalry  expeditions  are  off  to  make  a  wide  circuit  and  reach  the 
Macon  i-oad  well  to  the  southeast  of  Atlanta,  and  the  ai'my  of  the  Tennessee 
is  shifted  to  the  extreme  right,  reaching  well  towards  the  railroad,  so  that 
I  think  to-morrow  must  develop  something.  The  cavalry  will  have  to  fight  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  and  we  can  hold  the  infantry  and  artUlery  to  Atlanta  and  force 
them  to  extend  and  choose  between  Atlanta  and  East  Point.  I  don't  Uiink  the 
enemy  can  hold  both.  All  are  well  pleased  with  General  Howai-d's  appointment 
but  Generals  Logan  and  Hooker.  The  formei-  thought  he  ought  to  have  been 
allowed  the  command  of  the  army  in  the  field  antil  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
hut  I  explained  to  him  that  a  permanent  department  commander  had  to  be 
appointed  at  once,  as  discharges,  furloughs,  and  much  detailed  business  could 
alone  be  done  by  a  department  commander.  General  Hooker  is  offended,  because 
he  thinks  he  is  entitled  to  the  command.  I  must  he  honest,  and  say  he  is  not 
qualified  or  suited  to  it.  He  talks  of  quitting.  If  General  Thomas  recom- 
mends, I  shall  not  object.  He  is  not  indispensable  to  our  success.  He  is 
welcome  to  my  place,  it  the  President  awards  it,  but  I  cannot  name  him  to  such 
an  important  command  as  the  ai-my  of  the  Tennessee. 

All  is  well.  The  enemy  to-day  offei-ed  no  serious  opposition  to  the  changes 
of  to-day,  and  oar  skirmishing  and  artiJlery  was  just  enough  to  make  things, 
interesting. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 
31a jor  General  Commanding. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


report  of  major  general  sherman.      143 

IIeauquabtbbs  Military  Divisio?)  of  thh;  Mississippi, 

In  tkefieli,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  27,  1864. 

Sir  ;  Your  deapatcli  of  yeatei'd^  is  received.     I  beg  you  will  not  regard  me 

as  fault- findiag,  for  I  assert  that  I  have  been  well  sustained  in  every  respect 

during  my  entire  services.     I  did  not  auppoae  my  deapatchea  would  go  ouMide 

the  offices  at  the  Wjy  Department ;  I  did  not  snppoee  you  were  troubled  with  such 

niattera.     ana are  both  worthy  men,  and  had  they  beeii 

promoted  on  the  eve  of  the  Viekaburg  campaign  it  would  have  been  natural  and 
wqil  accepted ;  but  I  do  think  you  will  admit  that  their  promotion,  coming  to  ua 
when  they  had  gone  to  the  rear — the  one  offended  because  I  could  not  uuite  in 
the  same  divisioa  five  infantry  and  five  cavalry  regimenta,  and  the  other  for 
temporary  sickness — was  enough  to  occasion  diaappointment.  Yon  can  aee  bow 
ambitious  aspirants  for  military  fame  regard  these  things.  They  come  to  me 
and  point  them  out  gs  evidences  that  I  am  wrong  in  encouraging  them  to  a  aijent, 
patient,  discharge  of  doty,  I  assure  you  that  every  general  of  my  army  has 
spoken  of  it.  and  referred  to  it  as  evidence  that  promotion  results  from  impoi- 
tunity,  and  not  from  actual  service.  I  have  refrained  from  recommending  any 
thus  far  in  the  campaign,  aa  I  think  we  ehould  reach  some  stage  in  the  game 
before  stopping  to  balance  accounta  or  writing  hiatory.  !■  assure  you  that  I  do 
think  you  have  consistently  acted  throughout  the  war  with  marked  skill  in  the 
matter  of  militaiy  appointments,  and  that  aa  few  mistakes  have  been  made  aa 
could  be  expected.  I  will  furnish  all  my  array  and  division  commandera  with 
a  copy  of  your  deapatcb,  that  they  may  feel  reassured. 
With  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Gfneral  Commandmg. 
His  Excellency  PREsmENT  Lincoln, 

Washington. 


HEADQtAGTBHS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  27,  1864. 
General H A LLECK,  Washington; 

General  Hooker  haa  applied  to  be  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  SOth  army 
corps,  ^signing  as  a  reason  the  appointment  of  Greneral  Howard,  his  junior,    , 
to  command  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,     General  Thomas  asks  the  i'ollowing 
appointments : 

General  D.  S.  Stanley  to  command  the  4th  corps,  vice  Howard,  transferred. 
General  H.  W.  Slocum  to  command  the  SOth  corps,  vice  Hooker,  relieved  at 
his  own  req^uest. 

I  approve  these  nominations,  and  ask    orders,  by  telegraph,  that   General 
Slocum  maj'  be  summoned  from  Viekaburg,  where  he  cow  is. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandmg. 


Headhuarteks  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga  ,  July  28,  1S64. 
General  Thomas  : 

Try  and  thin  your  sti-ong  lines  aa  much  aa  possible  to-morrow,  so  as  to  make 
good  reaervea  for  action.  Let  these  reserves  be  ready  to  move  at  any  moment. 
Our  cavalry  will  surely  reach  the   Macon  road  to-nigLt,  and  to-morrow  the 


enemy  will  do  something  desperate. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  dom/manding. 
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HKADcir^^RTKiis  Military  Division  op  the  Mississipit, 

In  tkefidd,  near  Atlarda,  Ga.,  July  29,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

Until  the  i-esult  of  our  cavalry  movement  is  known,  I  want  the  utmost  ac- 
tivity on  our  flanks.  Grenea'al  Howard,  by  this  time,  must  Lave  his  line  etrong. 
I  wish  yon  lo  take  Gfeneral  Davie's  division,  and  one  of  Gensral  WOliama's,  and 
operate  from  General  Howard's  n'git  flank  towards  East  Point.  Don't  form  a 
line,  but  move  so  as  to  occupy  or  threaten  the  railroad.  General  Schofleld  will 
do  the  same  on  the  left,  I  will  stay  at  home  to-day,  to  be  eonveuient  to  the 
telegraph.  Keep  me  well  advised.  Don't  extend  the  line,  but  operate  in  the 
nature  of  a  strong  reconnoisaance  towards  East  Point,  having  General  Howai-d's 
line  as  a  point  of  departure  and  safety. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  ^ 
Major  General  Command/vng. 


llRAumrAitTKKs  Dkpartjih^xt  of  the  Tei\nessse, 

My  2'J,  18G4, 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

We  have  counted  sis  hundred  and  forty-two  (642)  rebel  dead,  and  there  are 
still  others  in  front  of  our  lines  and  not  yet  recovered.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that 
their  wounded  are  five  or  six  times  tbat  number.  We  may  count  largely  on 
their  missing,  great  numbers  having  been  seen  going  to  the  rear,  and  many 
stragglers  are  being  picked  up  in  the  woods,  A  just  estimate  of  their  (enemy's) 
loss  would,  I  believe,  be  not  less  than  five  thousand  (5,000.)  Our  loss,  as  far 
as  reported,  less  than  sis  hundred, 

0,  0,  HOWARD, 
Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

7k  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  g9,  1864, 
General  Halleck,  WashingUm  : 

The  result  of  the  enemy's  attack  yesterday,  chiefiy  on  the  15th  corps,  is  thus 
reported  by  General  Howard : 

We  have  counted  six  hundred  and  forty-two  (643)  rebel  dead,  and  thei-e  are 
still  others  in  front  of  our  lines;  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  their  wounded  are 
five  or  six  times  that  of  their  dead.  Over  one  hundred  (100)  prisoners  are  in 
hand,  and  others  being  gathered  up  in  the  woods.  General  Howard  estimates  the 
enemy's  loss  at  five  tliousand  (5,000,)  and  our  loss  at  leas  than  six  hundred 
(600.) 

General  W.  H.  T.  Walker  was  killed  on  the  33d,  and  it  is  now  reported  by 
prisoners  that  Wheeler  was  killed  yestei-day.  We  ai-e  so  near  the  enemy's  line 
that  their  inti-encbed  artillery  prevents  our  advancing  the  lines,  so  as  to  take  full 
advantage  of  the  battle,  they  gatheiing  into  the  city  their  more  remote  dead. 

The  parapets  of  Atlanta  present  a  will- filled  line  wherever  we  approach  them. 
General  Thomas  is  making  to-day  a  strong  reconnoissanee  in  force  towards  East 
Point,  and  General  Schoficld  on  the  left.  Our  cavalry  has  now  been  out  three 
days,  and  must  have  done  its  work  about  Griflln. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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HBAnQt;ARTERS  DEPARTME?iT  OF  THE  CuMBEBLA^'D, 

July  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  j 

I  have  just  returned  frota  the  right.  T  have  intrenched  Morgan  on  the 
Howell  or  Green'a  ferry  road,  to  the  right  and  aouthwest  of  Logan.  He  has 
complete  command  of  that  road,  and  has  hia  skirmiahera  out  half  a  mile  to  his 
front.  They  have  driven  the  rehela  into  intrenched  rifle-pita,  and  report  in- 
trenched iines  heavily  manned  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  their  skirmish  rifle-pita. 
I  also  directed  Ward  to  take  position  on  Morgan's  right,  and  refuse  hia  right  ao 
aa  to  make  a  strong  right  flank.  Ward  fronts  the  Howell's  ferry  road,  and  runs 
along  it  towards  the  Chattahoochee  for  half  a  mile,  and  then  falls  hack  this, 
way.  Howard  had  good  ground  to  fight  on  yesterday.  I  saw  several  dead 
rehels  that  Ward's  men  were  burying.  If,  after  intrenching,  Howard  will  thin 
out  and  extend  to  his  right,  Morgan  and  Ward  can  move  still  further  to  the 
right,  and  might  perhaps  overlap  the  enemy. 

Wliile  Morgan  and  Ward  made  their  advance,  I  had  Williams,  Johnion,  and 
Baird  make  strong  reconnoissances  to  their  fi-onts,  They  all  report  then  belief 
that  the  enemy  has  either  retired  altogether  or  has  withdrawn  tie  greatest  part 
of  his  forces,  and  only  bow  has  a  weak  skirmish  line  covering  his  fortifications 
around  the  city.  I  have  directed  them  to  feel  strongly  to-night  and  determine 
whether  the  enemy  has  retired  or  not. 

GEO:  H.  THOMAS,  Major  Gmsral 


Headquarters  Dbpahtmext  of  the  GuMnEHLAND, 

July  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

I  win  send  to  General  Morgan  immediately  for  the  strength  of  the  lOthi 
Illinois, 

1  take  great  pleasure  in  announcing  the  capture  of  an  entire  rebel  regiment, 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  officers, and  men,  by  the  first  division,  30th  corps,  while 
advancing  its  lines  in  obedience  to  my  orders  of  last  night.  The  position 
obtained  ia  very  advantageous  to  us  also,  as  it  will  enable  me  to  shorten  my 
lines  conaiderably  and  have  a  better  view  of  the  ground  in  front. 

G.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  Gmerai. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Jtdy  30.  1864, 
Major  General  Shermans 

I  have  your  despatch  expressing  your  desire  that  I  advance  my  picket  line 
in  front  of  the  distillery  near  the  road  leading  to  Atlanta.  I  tiied  that  on  the 
28th,  and  found  it  impracticable,  for  this  reason,  viz :  The  point  referred  to  is  in 
a  large  re-entering  angle  of  the  enemy's  worts,  and  the  enemy's  picket  line  in  that 
vicinity  is  enfiladed  by  the  artillery  of  both  the  adjacent  salients.  Neither  the 
enemy's  picket  line  nor  even  the  main  curtain  in  rear  should  be  held  by  our 
troops  imtil  those  salients  are  carried.  One  of  them  ia  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
to  my  left,  and  hence  beyond  my  reach  ;  the  other  ig  somewhat  to  my  right. 
I  will  Bee  General  Stanley  and  ascertain  what  can  be  done  about  this  latter 
salient.  Perhaps  we  can  drive  in-  the  skirmishers  around  it  and  keep  down  its 
fire  with  our  sharpshooters. 
Respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD,  Major  General. 

Google 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippt, 

In  the  Held,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  80,  1864. 
Colonel  James  A,  Haebie,  Inspector  General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Be  pleased  to  convey  my  thanks  to  the  President  for  Lis  prompt  bestowal  nf 
the  appointmenta  as  brigadier  generals  on  the  eight  (S)  most  worthy  colonels 
named  in  your  despatch  to-day. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  31,  1864. 
Generals  Thomas  and  HowAHn; 

I  am  just  back  from  an  interview  with  General  Schofield. 

General  Garrard  is  back.  He  was  sent  by  General  Stoaeman  to  Flat  Eock, 
where  he  was  surrounded  by  Wheeler's  cavalry,  but  he  rem^aed  two  days  ex- 
pecting General  Stoneman  to  send  him  orders,  when  he  broke  out  to  Lattimore's, 
where  he  heard  General  Stoneman  had  gone  to  Covington  and  beyond.  Not 
having  further  ordere,  he  came  home  via  the  Peach  Tree  road.  His  fight 
was  a  small  affair,  being  only  one  (1)  officer  and  sis  (6)  men  woanded,  and 
riding  down  one  brigade  of  the  enemy.  He  thinks  Wheeler  still  i-emains  oa  the 
right  of  Atlanta,  extending  the  infantry  line.  I  think  General  Stoneman  has 
gone  to  Macoa,  eMt  of  Yellow  river,  and  that  it  is  well.  I  have  ordered  Gen- 
eral Garrard  in  on  our  left,  and  to-morrow  night  will  let  him  fill  with  a  skir- 
mish line  General  Schofield's  position,  and  move  all  of  General  Schofield'a 
to  the  right  of  General  Howard,  and  with  the  divisions  of  Generals  Davis 
and  Ward  kept  in  reserve  on  the  right  to  strike  a  blow  beyond  our  new  right 
flank  when  intrenched.  Our  right  flank  must  be  advanced  in.  close  and  abso- 
lute contact  with  the  enemy,  and  with  General  Schofield  on  that  Sank,  I  think 
we  can  make  him  quit  Atlanta,  or  so  weaken  his  line  that  we  can  break  through 
somewhere,  the  same  aa  our  Kenesaw  move. 

Study  the  road,  so  that  Generals  Schofield  and  Howard  may  have  a  line  close 
up  to  the  enemy — as  close  as  possiblu.  I  will  send  a  regiment  of  cavalry  down 
the  west  bank  of  the  Chattahoochee  to  feel  for  General  McCook.  I  must  have 
a  bolder  commander  for  General  Garrard's  cavalry,  and  want  General  Thomas 
to  name  to  me  General  Kilpatrick,  or  some  good  brigadier,  for  the  command. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  i 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  1,  1864. 

SiB:  I  am  obliged  for  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  honorable  E,  M.  Stanton, 
of  date  July  23,  aa  it  will  enable  me  to  reply  at  once. 

It  seems  Dr.  Luke  Miller,  a  commissioner  of  your  State,  has  been  denied  a 
pass  on  the  military  railroad  below  Naahviile,  for  the  purpose  of  ministering  to 
the  wants  of  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  your  Stat«  here  at  the  front,  and 
your  letter  is  doubtless  intended  ae  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  com- 
pel me  to  graat  such  a  pass.  You  will  be  amazed  when  on  this  simple  state- 
ment I  must  accuse  you  of  heartless  cruelty  to  your  constituents  ;  hut  such  is 
the  fact.  You  would  take  the  very  bread  and  meat  out  of  your  soldiers'  mouths, 
that  a  State  inspector  might  come  and  supervise  the  acts  of  other  medical  offi- 
cers here  on  the  spot,  commissioned  by  yourself.     Tou  would  load  down  oar 
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aara  with  travellers,  and  limit  our  ability  to  feed  out  horses  and  transport  the 
powder  and  ball  necessary  to  cai'ry  on  this.  war.  I  tell  yon  that  with  the  aid 
of  tbo  best  talent  our  country  affords,  and  by  laboring  night  and  day,  one  single 
track  of  railroad  cannot  supply  us ;  and  I  have  been  compelled  to  lay  by  for 
days  to  accumulate  supplies  for  inother  step  in  our  progress.  To  be  sure,  a 
single  passenger  would  be  a  small  matter  but  he  is  two  hundred  pounds  avoir- 
dupois, and  bis  bulk  and  we  gl  t  a  1  e"id  and  meat  would  feed  one  hundred 
men  a  day,  or  one  man  o  e  h  ndrel  lays;  and  you  can  make  the  siune  calcu- 
lation for  forage  and  cavtr  Iges 

Now,  how  many  States  are  the  e  «■  th  commissioners  1  And  are  medical 
commissioners  the  oaly  ones  who  cla  in  to  come  below  Nashville?  Why,  sir, 
go  to  Nashville  and  see.  E\ery  State  has  one,  every  coogressional  district, 
and  every  county;  then  the  sanitary  agents  and  societies,  and  Christian  Com- 
mission, with  all  their  ramifications;  and  a  still  more  numerons  and  appeal- 
ing class — the  pareuis,  and  brothers  and  sisters  of  soldiers,  dead,  or  wounded, 
or  sick,  01  refugees  searching  lost  parents,  families  and  children.  Will  you  say 
which  of  these  shall  have  preference  over  the  very  food  our  men  eat  %  Now, 
every  regiment  has  its  colonel  and  iield  officers,  its  surgeon  and  chaplain,  and 
all  may  and  do  write  letters  daily.  We  sti-ain  our  every  nerve  the  moment  a 
soldier  is  aick  or  wounded  to  send  him  to  the  rear  to  the  best  hospitals,  and  you 
know  that  agents  and  commissioners  are  not  essential  at  all,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, embaiTass  us  in  all  the  details ;  then,  I  repeat,  that  by  trying  to  force  me 
to  transport  your  commissioners  you  unknowingly  and  unconsciously  are  guilty 
of  the  cruel  act  of  taking  the  bread  out  of  some  poor  soldier's  mouth,  or  the  cora 
necessary  to  feed  our  horses  that  they  may  work.  Why  not  accord  to  us  on 
the  spot  a  credit  for  some  good  sense  and  feeling  ?  Why,  when  we  beg  you  for 
mercy's  sake  to  allow  us  for  the  period  of  our  brief  campaign  to  have  the  ex- 
elusive  use  of  our  single  track  of  rail,  every  foot  of  which  we  must  guard,  and 
every  inch  of  which  has  cost  us  a  precious  life?  Why  do  you  mistrust  onr 
purpose,  and  appeal  for  compulsory  process  1  I  beg  you  will  see  how  differently 
men  rcgai'd  the  same  state  of  facts  from  a  different  stand-point. 
.  I  see  you  regarded  the  refusal  by  General  Webster  of  a  railroad  pass  for  your 
commissioner  as  a  want  of  respect  for  your  State  and  ofSce,  Be  assured  that 
for  you  personally  and  officially,  aad  for  the  State  of  Minnesota,  I  feel  the  most 
profound  respect;  but  if  I  am  to  be  chained  with  this  campaign,  instead  of  re- 
laxing my  already  stringent  rules  at  Nashville,  I  will  make  them  more  and  more 
severe,  that  I  may  better  feed,  clothe,  and  equip  the  army,  whose  life  and  suc- 
cess hang  by  that  slender  thread. 
I  am,  &c,. 


To  his  Excellency  Stephen  Miller, 

Governor  of  Minnesota,  St.  Paul. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
r  General  Commanding. 


HEADdUARTEBS  DEPAaTMG\T  OF  THE  CDMBEBLAND, 

Aiigust  1,  1864—9  p.  m. 
Colonel  Erownlow  reports  that  McCook  destroyed  twelve  (12)  miles  of  the 
Macoa  railroad  and  abridge  over  the  Whitewater  longer  than  the  Chattahoochee 
bridge.  He  also  deati'oyed  over  five  hundTed,(500)  wagons — Hood's,  Hardee's, 
and  other-  headquarter  wagons  among  them.  Unfortunately,  he  then  turned 
back  on  his  old  route,  and  commenced  to  destroy  the  West  Point  road,  when 
he  was  attacked  on  the  29th,  near  Newmaa,  by  infantry  and  cavalry  in  over- 
whelming numbers,  surrounded,  and  all  who  did  not  cut  their  way  through  were 
either  killed  or  captured. 
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There  are'nearly  five  hundred  now  in  Marietta,  and  Erownlow  thinks  manj 
more  wOl  find  their  way  in.     Tlie  Ist  "Wiaconaiu  was  cut  off  near  Oampbellton, 
and  returned  two  days  ago.     I  will  send  you  hie  report  in  the  morning. 
GEORGE  H.THOMAS, 

Major  General, 
Major  General  Sherman. 


He-idquarters  Military  Divis-iojj  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  2,  1864. 
Geceral  Webster,  Nashville,- 

Too  many  citiaena  manage  to  come  to  the  front.  Be  even  more  stringent 
than  heretofore.  Grant  no  passes  teyond  Chattanooga,  and  only  the  smallest 
possible  nnmher  that  far.  Surgeons  can  fill  the  offices  of  the  Sanitary  Oommia- 
sion,  and  chaplaine  minister  to  the  wants  of  the  soldiers. 

If  any  recniils  are  coming  from  the  north  1  want  them  forwarded  with  de- 
spatch by  the  cars. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General'  ( 


Thirteen  Miles  Southwest  of  Dallas, 

August  2,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  I  eut  the  "VVeat  Point  railroad  at  Palmetto,  and 
thoroughly  destroyed  the  Macon  railroad  for  two  (8)  niilea  and  a  half.  At 
Lovejoy's  removed  telegraph  wire  for  five  (5)  miles  and  burned  two  trains.  I 
also  burned  one  hundred  (100)  bales  of  cotton,  and  over  five  hundred  (500) 
wagona,  including  headquarters  trains  of  nearly  their  whole  army,  Hardee's  entire 
transportation  and  the  cavalry  command  supply  train;  killed  about  eight 
hundred  (800)  mules  and  captured  seventy-two  (73)  commissioned  officers  a,nd 
three  hundred  and  fifty  (350)  men.  Wheeler  waa  between  McDonough  and  the 
road  when  I  cut  it.  Fought  Jackson's  division  near  Lovejoy'a  and  repulsed  them; 
was  forced  to  return  by  the  way  of  Newman's,  and  found  infantry  there.  I  cut 
the  railroad  and  telegraph,  and  four  miles  out  waa  attacked  by  Jackson's,  Wheeler's 
and  Roddy's  commands,  and  finally,  by  infantry,  two  brigades  that  had  been 
stopped  thei-e  on  their  way  to  Atlanta;  smashed  Ross's  Texas  brigade  in  trying 
to  break  through  to  the  river,  capturing  General  Ross,  with  all. his  horees  and 
men.  I  was  finally  completely  surrounded,  and  compelled  to  abandon  everything 
that  would  impede  me  in  order  to  cut  my  way  through.  I  ordered  Ooionela 
Oroston  and  Torry  to  cnt  through  with  their  brigade.  I  took  Colonel  Jones 
with  me  and  got  through  twelve  hundred  (1,200)  men  by  a  charge  in  column 
and  crossed  the  river  below  Franklin.  I  have  not  yet  beard  from  Oroxton  or 
Tor.ry'a  commanda,  hut  suppose  they  got  out,  aa  they  made  the  attempt  while  I 
was  fighting.  Colonel  Dow,  Colonel  Torry,  Major  Austin,  wounded;  Major  Paine 
killed;  Harrison  missing,  sujipoaed  a  prisoner.  My  loaa  very  heavy.  Ko  co-ope- 
ration from  Stoneman.    I  will  be  in  Marietta  to-morrow. 

E.  M.  McCOOK, 
Brigadier  General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Oiiro, 

Augtist  2  1864— 10  p.  m. 
Major  General  Skerman: 

From  all  that  I  can  see  I  judge  that  the  enemy  a  mfantrj  fiie  benda  back 
opposite  my  left  centre,  and  runs  from  that  pomt  nearly  south  behind  a  small 
blanch  of  the  creek  in  front  of  Howatd  and  myself  The  force  m  front  of  my 
right  appeai-s  to  be  cavalry.  To  senoualj  threaten  the  enemy  ^  flank  and  rail- 
road cominanications  it  will  be  necessary  to  cross  the  creek  in  front  of  my  tight.^ 
and  reach  the  Sandtown  i-oad,  which  is  about  a  mile  beyond  the  creek.  If  this 
move  can  be  made  with  a  suffieiently  large  force  the  result  must  be  very  decisive. 
""'  0  inform  me  if  you  desire  me  to  push  forward  to-morrow,  and  also  whether 
_^an's  and  Ward's  divisions  will  be  absolutely  under  my  command,  or  only 
TO  DC  called  oq  when  the  necessity  shall  arise.  At  present  they  are  within  easy 
supporting  distance ;  but  if  I  move  they  should  move  with  me. 
Respectfully, 

J.  M.  SOHOFIELD, 

Major   General. 


■   HEAiK-tuARTKr.s  MiLiTARV  Tiivisiny  OF  THE  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  3,  1864. 
General  Thomas  ; 

I  am  just  in  from  the  right.  Genera!  Scbofield  has  one  division  across  Utoy, 
and  General  Baird  was  crossingat  6  p.  m. ;  pretty  severe  skirmish,  but  no  battle. 
I  came  by  General  Logan,  who  has  been  fighting  with  artillery  and  picket  lines 
all  day ;  lie  carried  a  line  and  took  fifty  (50)  prisoners.  Enemy  retook  the  pita, 
but  ouv  shirraishers  got  in  safe.  General  Logan  again  took  them,  with  one  hnn- 
dred  and  fifty  (150)  prisoners;  his  loss  very  small;  he  was  still  hammering  away 
when  I  left  him  along  his  line,  and  this  relieved  the  pressure  on  Generals  Schofield 
and  Baird.  I  think  by  morning'  he  will  have  a  lodgement  across  Utoy,  on  or 
very  near  the  Big  Sandtown  road,  that  will  seriously  threaten  the  railroad.  I 
have  heard  of  General  McCook  and  am  well  pleased.  I  heard  very  heavy  firing 
up  your  way.     Tell  me  all  about  it. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  i 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  thu  Mississippi, 

In  the  Held,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  3,  1S64. 
General  Halleck,  Washington  : 

We  have  had  pretty  lively  times  to-day  generally,  closing  in,  taking  some  two 
or  three  hundred  prisoners.  Under  the  pressure  I  got  two  divisions  across  the 
head  of  Utoy  creek,  well  towai-ds  the  i-ailroad,  and  to-morrow  will  push  still 
more  on  that  flank. 

General  McCook,  after  all,  has  got  in,  bringing  twelve  hundred  (1,200)  of  his 
men ;  he  reports  that  on  the  29th  July  he  broke  the  West  Point  road  at  Pal- 
metto, and  then  crossed  over  the  Macon  road  at  Lovejoy's,  where  he  took  up 
two  (3)  miles  of  traek  ;  burned  two  trains  and  one  hnndred  (100)  bales  of  cot- 
ton and  five  (5)  miles  of  telegraph.  He  fell  upon  the  rebel  wagoa  train  and 
humed  over  five  hundred  (500)  wagons  and  killed  eight  hundred  (800)  mules ; 
d  seventy-two  (73)  ofScers  and  three  -hundred  and  fifty  (350)  men  ; 


>y  Go  Ogle 


150         REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

but  Lis  progresa  eastward  and  north,  according  to  tlie  plan,  was  stopped  by  a  snpe- 
lior  force  of  cavalry,  and  be  turned  towards  Newman,  where  he  was  completely 
Eurronnded.  He  ordered  two  of  hia  small  brigadea  to  make  their  way  to  the 
Chattahoochee  while  be  held  the  enemy.  About  five  hundred  (500}  of  them 
are  in,  but  the  balance,  about  one  thousand,  (1,000,)  are  doubtless  captured  or 
killed.  He  then  with  twelve  hundred  ( 1,200)  men  charged  through  in  column, 
riding  down  Rosa's  Texas  brigade  and  capturing  Ross,  the  commander;  but  he 
had  to  drop  all  prisoners  and  encumbrances  to  save  hia  command ;  be  crossed 
.the  Chattaboochea  below  Tranklin,  and  up  by  Dallas  to  Marietta.  The  plan 
waa  for  him  to  meet  General  Stoneman  at  Lovejoy's,  but  be  did  not  meet  hira. 
Prisoners  report  that  Yankee  cavalry  was  shelling  Macon  oo  the  1st  instant ;  so 
I  think  General  Stoneman  has  a  chaDce  of  rescuing  those  prisoners.  It  was  a 
bold  and  rash  adventure,  but  I  sanctioned  it,  and  hoped  for  its  success  from  its 
vei-y  raehuess. 

I  think  that  all  Georgia  is  now  in  my  front,  and  Stoneman  may  meet  with 
but  little  opposition  and  succeed  in  i-eleasing  those  prisoners.  The  difficulty  will 
then  commence  for  them  to  reach  me.  My  linea  are  very  strong  and  cover  well 
all  our  bridges  across  Cbatlahoochee.  I  will  nse  my  cavalry  hereafter  to  cover 
the  railroad,  and  use  infantry  and  artillery  against  Atlanta.  A  lai^e  part  of 
Hood's  army  is  militia  that  cannot  be  trusted  in  the  open  field,  aad  I  think  wo 
have  crippled  the  three  fighting  corpa  now  commandea  by  Stewart,  Stephen  J). 
Lee,  and  Hardee.  It  is  even  whispered  that  Hardee  has  i-esigned,  but  this  is 
as  yet  but  the  story  of  deserters. 

W.  T.  PHEKMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HEAnauARTRRS  4th  Army  Corps, 

August  3,  1S64 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  SHiiHMA\: 

1  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  answer  to  your  inijuiry,  that  I  carried  tho  picket 
line  on  the  whole  corpa  front  excepting  Gibson's  and  Wood's  diviaions.  New- 
ton's men  went  within  one  hundred  (100)  yards  of  the  Star  fort.  The  rebels 
opened  from  at  least  twenty  (30)  pieces.  The  rebels  rallied  and  drove  back 
Hazen's  skirmishere.  We  took  about  forty  (40)  prisoners.  Three  of  Cheat- 
ham's brigades  are  certainly  in  our  front.  They  say  Cleburn  is  on  the  rebel 
right.  We  could  see  troops  move  in  and  deploy  in  the  works  during  the  fight. 
I  send  through  General  Thoroas  a  "Chattanooga  Rebel"  of  the  3d  August. 
St-oneman  was  at  Clinton  on  the  1st ;  he  had  destroyed  Oconee  bridge,  burned 
cars,  &c.,  on  the  Central  railroad.  I  bad  thirty  or  forty  (30  or  40)  killed  and 
wounded  to-day.  My  belief  is  that  the  rebel  force  is  quite  strong  on  this  front 
yet.     Gibson  met  a  destructive  fii-e  of  musketry  and  canister. 

D.  S.  STANLEY,  Major  General. 


Magibtta,  August  4,  1864. 
Major  General  SheR-'man  ; 

Colonel  Adams,  commanding  brigade  of  Stoneman'a  cavalry,  is  here  with  1st 
and  11th  Kentucky,  about  nine  hundred  (900)  ati-ong.  He  thinks  that  the  bal- 
ance of  the  command  are  prisoners,  including  Genera!  Stoneman.  He  cut  the 
railroad  south  of  Ma«on.  The  command  was  overwhelmed  by  the  rebels  be- 
tween Montieelb  and  Clinton. 

SAM'L  EOSS, 
Colonel  20 1 A  Connecticut,  Commanding. 
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HgADQUARTERS  MlLlTABY  DiVISIOiV  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  ike  field,  near  Atiemta,  Ga.,  Augmt  4,  1864. 
General  Scofield  : 

I  have  notified  other  commandei-s  that  the  attack  wOl  commence  at  three  p. 
m.  That  will  be  early  enough.  la  the  mean  time  make  all  preparationa. 
especially  to  look  to  your  connexion  with  General  Howard.  I  will  be  over. 
General  Palmer  will  be  ordei'ed  to  report  to  you  with  his  command. 

W.  T.  SHEIIMAN", 
Major  General  Commanding. 


IIbadqcakters  MiLiTABV  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ihejidd,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  4,  1864. 
General  Palmgr  : 

You  will  during  the  movement  agaiust  the  railroad  report  to  and  receive 
orders  from  General  Sehofield,  General  Thomas  will  personally  look  to  the 
front  of  Atlanta.  General  Howard  will  co-operate  with  General  Sehofield,  and 
Genera!  Sehofield,  re-enforced  by  your  .corps,  is  charged  to  reach  the  railroad. 
Obey  his  orders  and  instruetions.     Acknowledge  receipt. 

"VV.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher,] 

Headciuaetebs  Military  Division  of  thr  Mississippi, 

hh  tkefield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  4,  1864. 
General  Gba::<T,  City  Point: 

General  Stoiieman  only  had  two  thousand  three  hundred  (2,  300)  men.  Nine 
hundred  (500)  have  got  in.  I  fear  the  balance  ai-e  captured,  as  related  in  your 
despatch.  Genera!  Stoneman  was  sent  to  break  railroad,  after  which  I  consented 
he  should  attempt  the  rescue  of  our  prisoners  at  Anders onville, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


tCiphw.] 

Memphis,  August  4,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  telegram  of  the  first  instant  just  received.  The  force  of  Forrest  is  at 
Montgomery,  stationed  below  Okalona,  and  I  am  moving  in  that  direction, 
while  Smith  is  after  him  with  five  thousand  (.5,  000)  cavalry  and  ten  thousand 
(10,000)  infantry.  He  will  hardly  go  into  Middle  Tennessee,  The  country 
where  Forrest's  command  is  is  full  of  corn  and  meat,  and  Smith  can  subsist 
there.  I  have  ordered  him  to  push  after  Forrest  wherever  he  maybe  and  to  go 
as  far  as  Columbus,  Mississippi,  in  pursuit  of  him,  if  necessary,  and  have  al! 
railroads  this  side  of  there  destroyed.  I  telegraphed  you  on  the  Sd,  but 
if  you  do  aot  approve  of  the  plans  there  laid  down  I  shall  expect  to  hear  from 
you  by  the  time  Smith  reaches  Oxford,  and  will  move  then  as  you  may  direct. 
If  you  approve  of  the  plan  there  indicated,  shall  Smith,  after  penetrating  as  far 
down  as  Columbus,  march  north  to  Decatur  or  Tuscumbia,  or  i-eturn  here^ 

Should  he  meet  and  effectually  whip  Forrest,  should  he  not  return  here  and 
be  sent  tti  Mobile  1 

C.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Major  General.' 
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HEAnttUAIiTBBS  MrUTARY  DlVTSION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  4,  1864. 
General  Schopield  : 

That  ia  very  well  as  to  your  Jeft,  but  I  want  to  afisnme  the  offenaive  on  the 
right,  and  I  wish  you  to  order  General  Palmer  to  advance  his  left  division  till 
he  reaches  the  Sandtown  road,  and  its  right  supported  by  General  Davis's  divi- 
sion. General  Johnson's  division  should  i-each  the  Sandtown  road  more  to  the 
right  and  close  to  the  left  on  General  Davis.  The  connexion  between  yon  and 
General  Howard  ia  not  important.  Slash  down  the  timber  in  the  valley  of  Utoy, 
and  a  single  battery  with  a  regiment  of  skirmishers  will  hold  a  mile  against  the 
whole  of  Hood's  army.  I  want  all  of  your  army  and  General  Palmer's  corps  to 
turn  the  enemy's  left,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better.  I  wiah  you  to 
make  written  orders,  so  that  Generals  Palmer  and  Baird  cannot  mistake  them. 
Their  delay  this  afternoon  was  unpardonable. 

If  the  enemy  ever  gets  a  column  through  our  lines  we  will  let  go  our  breast- 
works and  turn  on  his  flanks,  and  therefore  I  don't  care  about  our  line  being 
continuous  and  uniform.     If  they  sally  it  will  be  quick  and  by  aome  well-defined 

W.  T,  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[CiphBr.] 
Headqoarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Go.,  August  4,  1864. 
General  Grant,  City  Point  : 

I  have  your  second  despatch  about  General  Stoneman.  I  have  newspapers, 
with  dates  from  Macon  of  the  1st,  speaking  of  General  Stoneman's  capture  as  a 
rumor,  but  not  aa  a  fact.  He  started  from  here  in  connexion  with  two  other 
parties  that  have  got  back ;  he  had  two  thousand  three  hundred  (2,300)  men, 
and  after  breaking  the  Macon  road  he  was  to  make  an  effort  to  rescue  onr 
priaoners.  Colond  Adams  with  nine  hundred  (900)  of  his  men  got  back  to 
Marietta  to-day,  and  telegraphs  me  Stoneman  was  attacked  at  Clinton,  Georgia, 
by  overwhelming  nnmbere,  and  they  fear  he  is  captured.  It  may  be  so,  but  I 
hope  he  may,  like  General  McCook,  dodge  a«d  get  in. 

General  Waahburn  is  moving  from  Holly  Springs  on  Columbus,  Mississippi. 
He  thinks  that  Forrest  is  dead  of  the  wound  he  received  in  his  battle  with  Gen- 
eral Smith. 

The  country  in  which  I  am  operating  is  very  difficult  for  a  large  army,  and 
the  defensive  positions  very  sti-ong  aud  hard  to  circumvent;  but  perseverance 
will  move  mountains. 

I  ought  to  be  better  advised  of  your  plana  and  movements.  I  hear  yon  have 
blown  up  the  outer  bastion  of  Pet^i-sbnrg,  bnt  don't  know  how  near  you  are  to 
getting  full  possession  of  the  place,  or  its  bearing  on  Richmond. 

Hood  uses  bis  militia  to  fill  his  lines,  and  shows  a  hold  front  wherever  I  get 
at  him. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  _ 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Copy  by  telegrapli.] 
HeADQUARTEHS  MfLITARY  DlVIS[ON  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  4,  1864. 
,1  WbbsteR,  Nashville; 
As  some  confusion  and  misunderstanding  has  occuiTed  relative  to  my  orders 
a^to  newspapers  and  newspaper  carriers,  I  will  repeat  that  it  is  a,  small  business 
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for  me  to  attend  to  in  the  midst  of  aa  active  campaiga,  and  one  that  ought  never 
to  roach  my  notice. 

The  military  railroad  is  to  carry  supplies  for  the  army.  It  cannot  carry  all 
the  supplies  allowed  by  law  and  usage,  and  therefore  preference  must  be  given 
to  some  things  over  othera:  1st,  ammunition;  2d,  clothing;  3d,  provisions,  for 
men ;  4th,  forage  for  horses ;  and  as  I  cannot  in  person  supervise  the  bills  of  lad- 
ing or  loading  of  trains,  I  leave  this  to  the  quai'termaster  at  Nashville,  who  has 
the  best  knowledge  of  the  state  of  supplies  forward  and  at  the  depot,  as  well  as 
the  capacity  of  the  caj-s.  Newspapers  are  a  kind  of  freight,  and  as  such  I  do 
not  object  to  the  quartermaster  at  Nashville  shipping  any  number  of  bundles 
consigned  to  any  of  the  posts  forward,  because  they  occupy  little  space,  and  the 
bulk  of  such  newspapers  cannot  materially  affect  the  quantity  of  provisions  ship- 
ped i  but  newsvenders,  like  any  other  merchants,  must  not  travel  in  the  cars  to 
sell  their  goods  any  more  than  grocers  or  hucbatera.  They  may  send  bundles 
of  their  papers  in  the  cars  by  consent  of  the  quartermaster  who  loads  the  cars. 
Every  army  commander  can  send  his  mail  messengers  daily  each  way,  and  these 
may  carry  papers  as  a  part  of  the  army  mails,  and  the  orders  of  Generals  Thomas, 
Howard  and  Schofield,  for  officers  and  men  are  military  orders  of  transportation 
that  quartermasters  will  respect  the  same  as  mine.  Passes  to  citizens,  aa  far  as 
Chattanooga,  in  very  limited  nnmbers,  may  be  granted  by  the  authority  of  either 
of  these  army  commanders,  and  they  may  send  to  the  rear  car-loads  of  prisoners, 
refugees  and  citizens  without  limit,  but  I  have  ordei'ed  that  on  no  pretence  must 
citizens  come  this  side  of  Chattanooga,  for  I  find  them  useless  mouths  that  I 
cannot  afford  ^  feed. 

My  orders  also  are  that  officers  must  live  ou  the  soldier's  ration;  yet  if  the 
quartermaster  at  Nashville  can  keep  our  supplies  up,  and  also  send  supplies  to 
officers  above  the  rations  withont  interfering  with  the  regular  freight,  he  may 
do  so.  In  other  words,  I  bold  the  officers  of  the  quartermaster  department  responsi- 
ble that  the  army  stores  take  precedence  of  all  other  stores,  and  if  he  send  anything 
else  he  cannot  allege  it  aa  a  reason  for  a  failure  to  keep  up  the  regular  supplies. 
The  railroad  has  supplied  ns  well,  better  than  I  expected,  and  I  am  willing  to 
continue  to  trust  the  regular  quartermasters,  who  thus  far  have  managed  the  bussi- 
■  neaa  well. 

There  is  and  can  be  no  conflict  of  orders.  No  one  can  question  my  orders 
when  tbey  are  positive,  but  I  do  not  choose  to  make  orders  touching  freight  ab- 
solutely positive,  save  in  large  artfcles,  such  as  cotton  and  produce,  that  would, 
if  attempted,  soon  absorb  our  cars,  and  thereby  diminish  the  ability  of  our  rail- 
road to  aaudle  the  vast  amotint  of  supplies  on  which  we  depend. 

All  I  order  as  to  newspapers  is  that  no  monopoly  should  be  allowed,  and 
officers  can  bo  supplied  as  in  other  mail  matters,  and  venders  may  get  the  quar- 
termaster at  Nashville  to  carry  their  bundles,  hut  not  their  carriers.  These  are 
superfluous. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  i 


Hbadquartebs  Mtlitaev  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  near  Atlantq,,  Ga.,  August  4,  18G4— 10.45  p.  m. 
General  Palmer; 

From  the  statements  made  by  yourself  and  General  Schofield  to-day,  my 
decision  is  that  he  ranks  you  as  major  general,  being  of  same  date  of  commission, 
and  by  previous  superior  rank  as  brigadier  general.  The  movements  for  to- 
morrow are  so  important  that  the  oi-ders  of  the  superior  on  that  flank  must  be 
regarded  as  military  orders,  and  not  in  the  nature  of  co-operation.     I  did  hope 
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that  tliere  was  no  necessity  of  making  this  decision,  but  it  is  better  for  all  parties 
interested  tbat  no  question  of  rank  should  occur  during  active  battle. 

The  Sandtown  road  aud  the  railroad,  if  poasible,  muat  be  gained  to-morrow 
if  it  costs  half  your  command.  I  regard  the  loss  of  time  this  afternoon  as  equal 
to  the  loss  of  two  thousand  (2,000)  men. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headciuarteks  Military  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  5,  1864. 
General  Thomas,  Army  of  tie  Cumberland: 

Yesterday  General  Palmer  raised  the  question  of  rank  with  General  Scbofield* 
I  went  in  person  and  found  that  General  Sehofield  i-anked  General  Palmer  as  ft 
brigadier,  but  General  Palmer  was  appointed  and  confirmed  major  general  to 
date  November  29,  1863.  General  Sehofield  was  also  nominated  fi-om  same 
date,  but  the  Senate  would  not  confirm.  But  since  that  session  the  Senate  has 
confirmed,  and  General  Sehofield  has  his  commission  of  same  date  as  General  . 
Palmer,  and  ranks  him,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  prior  commission.  I  have  so 
decided,  and  General  Palmer  asks  to  be  relieved  of  his  command  and  ordered 
north.  I  declined,  and  ordered  him  emphatically  to  go  on  to-day  and  execute  the 
plan  prescribed  for  yesterday  in  connexion  with  and  under  command  of  General 
Sehofield.  I  have  another  letter  from  him  askiag  to  be  relieved  after  to-day's 
operation.  Now,  what  say  yon  ?  General  Davis  is  unwell,  and  General  Johnson 
ranks  him.  That  is  the  largest  corps  we  have,  and  thus  fai-  has  not  sustained 
heavy  loss  in  this  campaign.  It  moves  slowly  and  reluctantly,  and  there  is  some- 
thing wi'ong.     What  are  your  plans  and  wishes? 

General  Sehofield  reports  that  General  Johnson's  division  has  reached  the 
Sandtown  road,  well  to  the  right,  by  a  road  I  put  it  on  last  night.  General 
Morgan's  division  also  has  reached  it,  and  General  Baird  is  swinging  by  a  left 
wheel  so  his  right  flank  will  reach  it.  Generals  Sehofield  and  Palmer  have  both 
gone  out  to  complete  the  movement,  which  involves  a  push  towards  the  railroad 
till  our  right  flank  is  near  enough  to  the  railroad  to  control  it  by  short  range 
artillery.  , 

There  was  sharp  firing  for  a  few  moments  this  morning,  but  it  has  ceased  now, 
BO  that  I  begin  to  think  we  will  succeed  on  that  fiank  without  the  serious  battle 
I  apprehended.  Still,  keep  your  ears  open,  and  if  you  hear  heavy  musketry 
over  near  Whiteliali,  either  make  a  bi-eai  into  Atlanta,  or  so  occupy  the  lines 
that  the  enemy  may  not  detach  too  heavily  against  Generals  Sehofield  and  Pal- 
mer. Generals  Howard  and  Sehofield  will  connect  by  a  shorter  line  across  the 
head  of  Utoy  creek.  Our  cavalry  has  scouted  down  to  the  mouth  of  Utoy  creek. 
,W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  C 


HEADiitAGTiiKS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tliejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  5,  1864. 
General  Schofield  : 

Despatch  received.  All  right.  Press  that  attack  on  the  right.  I  will  judge  by 
the  sound,  and  if  I  judge  you  are  too  hard  pressed,  will  order  Generals  Thomaa 
and  Howard  to  assault  somewhere.  Get  some  part  of  your  command  where  you 
can  reach  easily  the  railroad  with  short-range  guns,  and  then  intrench  a  strong 
flank.      It  is  worth  a  battle,  and  the  closer  the  first  advantages  are  followed  up  the 
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better.  The  weakest  point  of  the  enemy  must  be  mathematically  at  some  point 
between  Atlanta  and  East  Point.  Keep  me  often  advised  of  your  progress,  and  I 
will  come  oyer  any  minnte  you  eay,  but  can  better  haudle  the  whole  army  from 
here  by  telegraph. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In.  thejitld,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  5,  186i. 
General  Palmer,  at  tliefront: 

I  have  communicated  to  General  Thom^  the  Bubstanee  of  our  former  notes 
and  messages,  and  have  received  the  following  reply  by  telegraph  ;  "  I  regret 
to  hear  that  Palmer  has  taken  the  course  he  has,  and  as  I  know  he  intends  to 
offer  his  resignation  as  soon  as  he  can  properly  do  so,  I  recommend  that  his  ap- 
plication be  granted." 

Now,  if  General  Sehofield  has  a  majorgeneral'a  commission  going  back  to  equal 
date  with  yours,  though  confirmed  subsequently  with  retroactive  effect,  he  raaks 
you  by  reason  of  farmer  superior  commission;  and  if  you  resign  because  you  mea- 
sure your  number  of  men  as  greater  thanbis,  and  your  servicesin  battle  as  giving 
you  greater  right  to  command,  you  commit  the  mistake  of  substitutiag  your  owa 
iodividual  opinion  over  the  established  law  and  military  usage.  The  special 
assignment  of  General  Schofield  to  the  comrnaud  of  a  separate  army  and  depart- 
lueat  shows  that  he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  President  even  above  his  mere 
lineal  rank.  If  you  want  to  resign,  wait  a  few  days,  and  allege  some  other  reason — 
one  that  will  stand  the  test  of  time.  Tour  future  is  too  valuable  to  be  staked 
OQ  a  mistake.  Tour  case  cleaily  falls  under  an  old  article  of  war :  "  When  two 
or  more  commandeis  happen  together,  the  officer  highest  in  rank  commands  the 
whole."  General  Schofield  lanks  you  by  his  commission,  and  it  would  not  do 
for  military  men  to  discuss  the  uice  question  of  how  far  back  the  President  may 
give  effect  to  a  commission 

T  again  ask  you  not  to  disiegard  the  frieadly  advice  of  such  men  as  General 
Thomas  and  myself  for  you  cannot  misconstrue  our  friendly  feelings  towards  you. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


llF.ADaUARTBRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THB  MiS.SISSIPPI, 

In  thefidd,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  5,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington  : 

The  time  has  now  come  that  we  must  have  the  exclusive  use  of  the  nortb- 
westem  road  from  Nashville  to  Eeynoldsburg.  It  has  been  substantially  done 
for  somf  time  but  Governor  JoLnson  retains  the  management  of  it  for  some  reason, 
under  your  former  orders;  but  to  be  of  service  to  us  in  the  present  emergency 
it  mu''t  be  in  the  control  of  Mr.  Anderson,  superintendent  of  military  roads,  that 
tiains  may  run  continuously  from  the  Tennessee  river,  at  Reyaoldsburg,  to  our 

This  mam  road  has  been  admirably  managed,  and  has  supplied  this  vast  army, 
1  that  nut  a  man,  horse,  or  mule  has  been  for  a  day  without  food,  and  with 
ibundant  supplies  of  clothing  and  ammunition.  Our  progress  may  be  slow  to  you 
all  \t  I  disUuce,  but  if  you  ever  cross  this  ground  you  will  not  accuse  us  of 
leing  idleia 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  C 
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HEADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Allanta,  Ga.,  August  5,  1864. 
General  Thomas: 

I  telegraphed  to  G-eaeral  E.  B.  Granger  ttia  mormng  ttat  lie  need  not  send 
the  battery  along  with  the  infantry  brigade.  If  not  needed  at  Decatur,  order 
General  Granger  to  send  it  to  Nashville  in  reserve. 

I  know  that  the  slowness  of  the  troops  on  the  right  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
men,  but  the  want  of  proper  direction  on  the  part  of  the  commanders.  First, 
was  the  question  of  rank ;  and  next,  the  course  taken  was  too  far  west  away 
from  the  raiboad  rather  than  towards  it.  To-night  General  Schofleld  will  put 
General  Johnson  in  the  trenches,  take  his  out,  and  move  perpendicular  to  the 
road,  and  not  RStend  to  the  right  more  than  is  necessary,  and  will  have  Gen- 
erals Baird  and  Morgan  in  support.  If  we  can  keep  the  forts  of  Atknta  full, 
with  four  (4)  divisions  in  hand,  we  can  whip  any  force  outside  of  rebel  in- 
trenchments,  and  will  have  General  Johnson  near  enough  for  support.  All  our 
line  is  well  devebped,  but  i&  generally  strengthened  by  good  abatis  and  parapet, 
and  confoi-ms  pretty  close  to  the  enemy,  bo  that  if  we  force  the  enemy  to  stick 
in  his  trenches.  General  Schofield  should  surely  reach  the  railroad  and  overcome 
any  force  the  enemy  has  ontside.  I  have  no  doubt  by  our  delay  the  enemy  is 
better  prepared  than  he  would  have  been  could  we  have  moved  quick,  as  I 
ordered  yesterday.  Last  night  I  could  see  the  cars,  say,  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
due  southeast,  whereas  Generals  Baird  and  Johnson  to-day  moved  southwest,  or 
nearly  due  west,  away  fi'om  the  enemy.  But  we  will  try  again  to-morrow,  and 
persevere  to  the  end.  I  have  written  to  Gfeneral  Palmer  at  length,  and  asked 
him  to  come  and  see  me  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  if  he  wants  to  go  I  will 
assent,  and  in  that  event  will  make  the  recommendations  you  suggested  this 
morning. 

I  have  personally  examined  our  line  from  right  to  left,  and  feci  no  uneasiness 
as  to  the  enemy  making  a  sally.  I  know  it  wiU.  bo  hard  to  make  an  assaulting 
column,  but  all  I  want  is  to  force  the  enemy  to  hold  troops  at  all  points,  so  as 
not  to  mass  too  heavy  on  onr  right. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Atigmt  G,  IS64. 
Major  General  Sherman; 

In  my  movement  this  morning  I  made  a  circuit  to  the  right  far  enough  to 
strike  beyond  what  appeared  to  he,  and  probably  was  yesterday,  the  enemy's 
flank,  but  found  intrenchments  of  ordinary  strength,  with  extensive  entangle- 
ments in  front.  Reilly  assaulted  gallantly  and  energetically,  and  I  believe  with 
more  confidence  on  the  part  of  himself  and  men,  hut  the  obstructions  were  ao 
great  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  reach  die  parapet.  Eeilly's  loss  about 
'five  hundred  (500)  men,  inclnding  many  valuable  officei-s.  After  this  failure  I 
made  a  much  larger  circuit  to  the  right,  for  the  purpose  of  breaching  the  enemy's 
flank  on  a  point  of  his  line  not  protected  by  abatis.  I  struck  the  point  where 
the  Sandtown  road  crosses  the  main  Utoy  creek.  Here  the  enemy's  line 
.  makes  a  ehai-p  salient,  bending  hack  aloiig  the  north  bank  of  the  creek.  The 
main  line  was  prolonged  by  cavalry,  with  artillery,  toward  the  Ohattahoochee. 
General  Hascall  sent  two  brigades  under  General  Cooper  to  clear  this  flankf 
which  he  did  by  crossing  the  crook,  but  too  late  for  any  further  operations. 
We  are  intrenching  the  ground  we  have  g^ed,  and  will  be  ready  for  work 
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iu  the  morning,  The  losses  in  Cox'a  and  Hasoall's  ttiYisioas  are  prohably  not 
moi'e  than  one  thousand  (1,000}  men.  I  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  put  in 
more  than  the  23d  corps  to-day,  except  in  making  demonstrations  to  draw  the 
enemy  from  the  points  of  attack. 

General  Johnson  has  been  with  me  during  the  day,  and  has  promptly  ex- 
ecuted all  my  oi-ders.  Colonel  Warner,  who  left  me  late  this  evening,  can  explain 
to  yon  more  fully  onr  situation.  If  you  take  the  bke  colored  map  of  Atlanta 
and  vicinity,  the  forks  of  the  Utoy  creek,  southeast  of  the  town  of  "Utoy,  is, 
I  believe,  Haacall's  position.  I  will  determine  more  accnrately  to-night. 
J.  M.  SCHOIl'IELD, 

Major  General.  . 


[Cipher.] 

Headquartbbs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieid,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Aagust  6,  1864. 
General  HalLkck,  Washington  : 

We  have  now  developed  our  lines  along  with  the  enemy  from  the  Augu-fta 
railroad  on  our  left  to  the  TJtoy  Post  Office  on  our  right,  and  the  enemy  faces 
us  at  all  points  with  eqnal  force  and  superior  works.  General  Schofield  tried 
to  break  through  at  a  point  near  our  right,  with  a  brigade,  (General,  Reilly's,)  but 
his  men  were  caught  in  the  entanglement  and  lost,  probably,  five  hundred  (500.) 
We  have  skirmished  heavily  along  the  whole  line,  using  artillery  freely,  but  have 
made  no  impression.  I  will  contiuue  to  work  to  the  right  to  find  the  extreme 
flank  and  threaten  the  railroad,  if  possible,  to  draw  him  out  of  Atlanta,  or  force 
him  to  attack  us.  But  our  line  is  already  too  extended  and  weak.  By  means 
of  his  mihtia,  of  which  he  has  the  whole  population  of  Georgia,  he  is  enabled  to 
use  his  three  regular  corps  as  reserves.  Our  losses  to-day  will  foot  up  one 
thousand  (1,000.)  I  will  soon  need  re-enforcements,  and  if  you  can  replace  Gen- 
eral A.  J.  Smith,  at  Memphis,  with  negro  or  fresh  troops,  I  would  order  him 
here  via  Decatur;  he  must  now  he  en  route  for  Columbus,  Mississippi.  I  have 
called  forward  a  brigade  from  Decatur. 

1  am  now  convinced  that  General  Stoneman  surrendered  near  Macon  with 
seven  hundred  (700)  of  his  men,  ordering  two  small  brigades  to  break  out  and 
get  in.  One,  Colonel  Adams,  with  nine  hundred  (900)  men,  is  in,  but  their  time 
is  out,  and  they  will  be  discharged ;  the  other  brigade,  Capron's,  I  fear  was 
scattered  and  picked  up  in  detail.  His  entire  loss  will  be  about  thirteen  hun- 
dred (1,300;)  General  McOook's  loss  five  hundred  (500.)  Damage  done  roads, 
cars,  and  bridges  was  very  large,  but  the  enemy  now  runs  earg  into  Atlanta 
from  Macou. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HBADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MrSSISSrPPt, 

In  ike  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  6,  1864. 
General  Thomas  ; 

General  Schofield  has  been  at  work  to-day  with  his  two  divisions  and  holds 
General  Johnson  in  support.  He  has  just  finished  working  up  his  measurement 
and  locates  himself  at  the  fork  of  "Utoy  creek,  two  (2)  miles  west  of  Kast  Point. 
Though  our  line  is  extended,  we  cannot  do  better  than  to  contract  and  strengthen 
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by  defences  oar  present  front  and  let  General  Schofield  work  so  as  to  threaten 
East  Point.  I  don't  believe  the  enemy  can  defend  so  long  a  line,  and  he  may  he 
forced  to  choose  hetween  the  two,  Atlanta  and  East  Point,  unless  he  has  repaired 
the  Attguata  road,  of  which  there  are  no  signs ;  or  unless  he  can  drive  back 
General  Johnson'a  flank,  which  controls  that  road,  he  will  be  compelled  to  give 
np  Atlanta  to  secure  East  Point. 

General  Schofield  asks  for  a  couple  of  topographical  engineers ;  he  lost  his 
only  one  yesterday.  Can  you  spare  him  one  or  two?  If  so,  order  them  to  report 
to  him. 

He  tried  to  break  through  the  enemy's  lines  by  a  brigade  to-day,  but  failed, 
losing  five  hundred  (500}  men.  Instead  of  going  round  East  Point,  I  would 
prefer  the  enemy  to  weaken  so  we  may  break  through  at  some  point,  and  wish 
you  to  continue  to  make  such  an  effort.  I  will  instruct  General  Howard  to  do 
the  same  about  the  head  of  Utoy  creek,  his  right. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  tke^eld,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  6,  1864. 
General  Bchofibld  : 

I  will  try  to  send  you  some  more  engineers  to-morrow.  I  will  have  to  borrow 
of  other  armies.  ContinHe  to  work  to-morrow  in  such  a  manner  as  to  best 
threaten  the  railroad  at  or  below  East  Point,  and  keep  your  own  and  the  14th 
corps  united  so  as  to  defend  yourselves  against  the  enemy,  should  he  let 
go  Atlanta  and  shift  to  bis  communications.  If  you  can  threaten  that  road  he 
is  bound  to  choose,  and  you  know  what  choice  he  will  make.  I  advise  yon  to 
see  to-night  that  the  right,  by  which  the  Big  Sandtown  road  comes  out  from  the 
enemy  to  your  line,  is  well  covered,  for  he  will,  if  at  all,  sally  by  well  known 
roads.  The  valleys  of  the  two  forks  of  the  Utoy  can  easily  be  held  by  a  thin 
line  and  an  entanglement  of  timber.  General  Thomas  will  continue  to  press 
Atlanta  up  the  valley  of  Proctor's  creek,  and  General  Howard  by  Utoy. 

The  militia  by  which  Hood  holds  his  long  lines  of  intrenchments  ai-e  worth- 
less save  for  that  purpose,  bnt  they  enSble  him  to  use  his  good  ti-oops,  distributed, 
doubtless,  by  brigades  to  rush  to  threatened  points.  I  don't  think  he  will  mass 
them  all  unless  he  gives  np  Atlanta  and  throws  his  force  at  one  move  to  East 
Point. 

If  you  he  at  the  forks  of  the  main  Utoy,  two  f2)  miles  west  of  East  Point, 
your  cavalry  should  cross  the  upper  fork  and  picket  the  crossing  at  Utoy  Post 
Office.  You  should  also  open  a  more  direct  road  to  where  your  headquarters 
are,  which  serves  as  a  key-point. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  CommandAng. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejicld,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  6,  1864. 
General  Schofield: 

I  have  your  despatch.  There  is  no  alternative  but  for  yon  to  continue  to 
work  on  that  flank  with  as  much  caution  as  possible,  and  it  is  possible  the 
enemy  may  attack  us  or  draw  out.     He  must  defend  that  road. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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[Cipher.] 

New  Okleans,  August  6,  1864, 
Major  G-enera!  Sherman  : 

The  fleet  under  Admiral  Farragut  passed  the  forts  at  the  entrance  of  Mobile 
bay  at  8  a.  m.  yesterday.  The  monitor  Teeumaeh  was  blown  up  by  a  rebel 
toi-pedo  and  lost  nearly  all  her  crew.  The  rebel  ram  Tennessee  and  gunboat 
Selma  were  captured  after  an  obstinate  resistance.  The  other  gunboats  took 
shelter  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan.  Admiral  Farragut  expects  to  capture 
or  destroy  them  to-day  and  to  secure  a  landing  east  of  Fort  Morgan  and  in  the 
bay  for  our  troops.  Fort  Powell  is  reported  abandoned  and  blown  np ;  Fort 
G»ines  was  invested  by  the  laud  troops  under  General  Granger,  and  is 
reported  to  have  surrendered,  but  this  is  not  of&cial.  The  loss  in  the  fleet  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  drowned  is  about  two  hundred  (300.)  With  the  exception 
of  the  Tecumseh  none  of  our  vessels  were  lost,  and  the  Hartford  is  the  only  one 
that  ia  seriously  injured.  I  am  sending  Granger  all  the  forces  I  can  collect 
Kirby  Smith,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  trying  to  send  a  part  of  his  forces  east  of  the 
Mississippi,  but  I  think  we  will  be  able  to  prereal  it. 

£,  R.  S.  OANBY, 

Major  General. 


IlKADaUARTERS   DePAKT.ME.\T  OF  THR  CUMBERLAND, 

August  6,  1864—12  m. 
Major  General  Shbrman  ; 

The  enemy  has  been  feeling  onr  lines  from  Williams's  right  toward  the  left, 
apparently  to  see  whether  we  have  weakened  our  lines  or  not.  The  skirmish- 
ing on  the  left  is  pi-obably  for  the  same  purpose,  but  it  will  be  well  to  ascertain 
whether  he  intendsmore  serionswork,  which  Stanley  can  do  by  sending  Gaarardto 
feel  his  flanks.  Howard  thinks  he  is  trying  to  get  out  of  Atlanta  clear.  That 
znajr  be,  but  Stanley  must  be  watchful  and  not  give  ground  until  he  can  see  he 
intends  to  attack  him,  then  have  him  withdi-aw  gradually  to  retir  line,  and  let 
him  come  on  uDtU  he  becomes  well  entangled  in  the  abatis  before  opening  fire 
on  him,  but  not  leave  present  position  nntil  he  thinks  it  absolutely  necessary 
GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


rcipher.j 


nEADQDARTERS  MILITARY  D[V1SI0\  OF  THR  MiSSrSSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  6,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  Palmer  has  resigned  his  command  of  the  1 4th  army  corps,  and  General 
Thomas  has  relieved  him  of  the  command.  General  Thomas  recommends  the 
promotion  of  General  Jeff.  0,  Davis  as  major  general  and  assignment  to  the  com- 
mand of  tlie  14th  coi-ps.  In  the  event  the  President  will  not  consent  to  this. 
General  Thomas  asks  the  promotion  and  assignment  of  General  J.  i^.  Brannan. 
I  approve  his  recommendations,  and  ask  a  speedy  return. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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"Washington,  D.  C, 

August  6,  1864—1,45  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

An  order  by  the  Preaidenti  under  tlie  act  of  Congress  for  the  military  posaes- 
sion  of  the  northweatern  railroad,  has  been  issued,  and  will  be  forwarded  you 
by  the  Adjutant  General.  Do  not  imagine  that  we  are  impatient  of  your  progress; 
instead  of  considering  it  slow  we  regard  it  rapid,  brilliant  and  successful  beyond 
our  espectations.  Take  your  time,  and  do  your  work  in  your  own  way.  This 
department  is  only  anxious  to  afford  you  every  assistance  withiuits  power. 
E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary/  of  War. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

7w  thejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  7,  1864. 
General  Schofield: 

That's  rigbt.  Go  on  iu  your  own  way  to  accomplish  the  end,  and  keep  your 
five  (5)  divisions  ao  as  to  hold  the  enemy  till  a  battle  is  fought.  I  will  look  a 
little  closer  at  General  Howard's  front  to  see  if  there  is  not  a  weak  place  there 
in  the  enemy's  line  ;  there  should  be  about  the  head  of  TJtoy's  north  fork.  I 
will  then  work  my  way  down  lo  you  on  the  extreme  right. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headciuaetehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ike  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  7,  1864. 
Generals  Thomas  and  Howard: 

The  line  assaulted  yesterday  was  an  incomplete  one.  By  feeling  its  left, 
Bates's  division  evacuated  and  fell  back  to  the  real  line,  which  is  near  the  railroad. 
I  ordered  the  skirmishers  to  be  pushed  in,  and  the  strength  demonstrated,  and 
developed  heavy  musketry  fire  and  artillery.  We  have  gained  valuable  ground 
and  full  possession  of  the  real  Sandtown  road.  Our  lines  are  close  up  and  by 
morning  will  be  intrenched,  so  we  will  keep  on  working  by  that  flauk ;  but  I 
want  the  whole  line  advanced  wherever  it  be  possible,  and  that  General  Thomi*a 
bring  from  Chattanooga  two  (3)  30-pounder  Pavrotta,  or  siege  carriages,  and 
batter  the  town.  The  closer  we  advance  onr  line,  we  contract  and  stengthen. 
General  Schofield's  right  does  not  yet  really  threaten  the  railroad,  though  a 
full  mile  nearer  East  Point  than  last  night. 

"W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


jHEADtlUARTEBS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND, 

August  7,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  will  keep  the  attention  of  the  enemy  fully  occupied  by  threatening  all  along 
my  front,  Ijjit  I  have  no  hopes  of  breaking  through  his  lines  anywhere  in  my 
front  as  long  as  he  has  a  respectable  force  to  defend  them.  My  troops  are  so 
thinned  out  that  it  will  bo  impossible  to  form  an  assaulting  column  sufficiently 
strong  to  make  an  attack  sure. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General. 

Hosted  oyGoOglc 
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HeaDQUAETGRS  MlLITARV  DlVISTON  OF  THE  MlSSISSTPPI, 

In  ike  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga„  August  7,  1SC4. 
General  Grant,  Washington  ; 

I  was  gratified  to  learn  t!ia.t  yow  were  aatisfied  witii  my  progress.  Get  tlie 
War  DepaitmeDt  to  Bead  us  recruits  daily  as  they  are  made,  for  we  can  teach  them 
more  war  in  (lur  camp  in  one  day  than  they  can  get  at  a  rendezvous  in  a  month. 
Also  tell  Mr.  Lincoln  that  he  must  not  make  the  least  concession  in  the  matter 
of  the  September  draft.  It  is  right  and  popular  with  the  army,  and  the  army 
is  worth  considering. 

I  am  glad  you  have  given  General  Sheridan  the  command  of  tlie  forces  to  de- 
fend Washington,  He  will  worry  Early  to  death.  Let  us  give  those  southern 
fellows  ail  the  fighting  they  waat,  and  when  they  are  tired  we  can  tell  them  we 
ai-e  just  warming  to  the  work.  Any  signs  of  let-up  on  our  part  is  sure  to  be 
falsely  construed,  and  for  this  reason  I  always  remind  them  that  the  siege  of 
Troy  lasted  six  years,  and  Atlanta  is  a  more  favorable  town  than  'Proy. 
We  must  manifest  the  character  of  dogged  courage  and  perseverance  of  our 

Don't  stay  in  Washington  longer  than  is  necessary  to  give  impulse  to  events, 
and  get  out  of  it.     It  is  the  centre  of  intrigue. 

I  would  like  to  have  General  Mower  made  a  major  general.  He  is  a  real 
fighter. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 
HKADQUARTBttS  MlLITARV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  7,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  WaaJiinglon  : 

Have  received  to-day  the  despatches  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  General 
Grant,  which  are  very  satisfactory.  We  keep  hammering  away  here  all  the  time, 
and  there  is  no  peace  inside  or  outside  of  Atlanta.  To-day  General  Schofleld 
got  round  the  flank  of  the  lines  assaulted  yesterday  hy  General  Beilley's  brig- 
ade, turned  it,  and  gained  the  ground  where  the  assault  was,  with  all  our  dead 
and  wounded.  We  continued  to  press  on  that  flank,  and  brought  on  a  noisy 
but  not  a  bloody  battle.  We  drove  the  enemy  behind  his  main  breastworks, 
which  cover  the  railroad  from  Atlanta  to  East  Point.  We  captured  a  good 
many  skii-mishers,  which  are  of  their  best  troops,  for  the  militia  hug  the  breast- 
works close,  I  do  not  deem  it  prudent  to  extend  more  to  the  right,  but  will 
push  forward  daily  by  parallels,  aad  make  the  inside  of  Atlanta  too  hot  to  be 
endured. 

I  liave  sent  to  Chattanooga  for  two  (2)  thirty  (30)  pounder  Parrotts,  with  which 
we  can  pick  out  almost  any  house  in  the  town.  I  am  too  impatient  for  a  siege, 
but  I  don't  know  but  here  is  as  good  a  place  to  fight  it  out  as  farther  inland. 
(Jne  thing  is  certain,  whether  we  get  inside  of  Atlanta  or  not,  it  will  be  a  used- 
up  community  by  the  time  we  are  done  with  it. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cojnmanding. 

Headquarters  Army  op  thg  Ohio, 

August  8,  1864—8.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  SHERMA^ : 

HascaU  only  succeeded  in  getting  one  brigade  across  the  creek  and  intrenched. 
The  enemy  is  pretty  strong  in  front  of  that  brigade,  and  has  used  artillery  freely 
11  * 
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Haacall  is  makiug  good  roads  and  bridges  across  the  creek.  It  se^ms  clear  that 
■we  are  as  near  to  the  milroad  aa  we  can  get  on  this  side  of  the  creek  without 
breaiing  the  rebel  lines.  To  cross  the  creek,  takes  as  aroand  heiow  East  Point, 
Whether  one  division  ie  atifEcient  force  to  niake  that  move  with  seems  extremely 
doubtful.  Possibly,  the  demonstration  may  be  sufficient  to  make  Hood  let  gi> 
of  Atlanta,  i  am  satisfied  Gox's  right  is  not  more  than  a  mile  fraai  East  Point. 
J.  M.  SCHOPIELD, 

Major  General. 


Hkauquakters  Depahtmekt  of  the  Cumbrrlapjd, 

Att^Mst  8,  1S64. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

T!ie  4j-ineli  guns  have  not  yet  arrived.  They  are  not  doe  until  to-morrow, 
I  have  selected  a  very  good  point  for  thero  on  Geaiy'a  left,  where  yon  can  get 
a  fair  view  of  the  town,  and  half  a  mile  nearer  than  any  other  position.  It  was 
repotted  that  they  were  to  leave  Chattanooga  at  8  a.  m.  to-day.  The  position 
selected  enfilades  Whitehall  street,  upon  which  is  General  Hood's  headquar- 
ters, and  the  battery  is  being  built  to-night. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


HUAOaUAHTERS  MlLfTABY  DiVJSlOX  OF  THE  MiSSlfiSTPPI, 

In  the  Jteld,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  8,  1SG4. 
Gfeneral  Schoi'ield  : 

I  have  your  despatch.  Continue  to  press  by  the  right.  It  is  impossible 
for  the  enemy  to  extend  much  further.  Generals  Thomas  and  Howard  will  con- 
tinue to  press  forwaj-d  if  Colonel  Garrard  watches  all  the  passes  of  Utoy  creek. 
I  have  no  fears  of  that  flank.  If  General  Cox  has  a  view  of  the  railroad  over 
clear  ground  to  his  right,  distant  only  a  mile,  our  rifle  gnns  will  reach  it.  Still, 
General  Hascall  should  move  straight  I  owards  it,  and  intrench  as  close  as  he  can 
get.  I  think  that  open  ground  is  below  East  Point,  and  the  railroad  yon  see  is 
tlie  East  Point  road,  which  the  enemy  does  not  xise.  I  have  your  despatch  of 
8.30.  See  in  person  to  the  point  occupied  by  Geeeral  Hascall.  Let  good 
bridges  and  roads  be  prepared,  and  intrench  the  point  as  a  flank  to  threaten  below 
East  Point.  Strengthen  the  main  line  as  much  as  possible,  so  that  if  the  enemy 
will  fight  on  that  flank  you  may  have  as  much  force  as  possible  to  support ;  but 
explain  to  General  Hascall,  if  they  allow  him  to  intrench,  they  will  not  attack 
him,  htit  feign  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  out  somewhere  etae. 

W.  T.  SHEItMAN, 
Major   General   Commanding, 


Eeadquartehs  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Augmt  10,  1864. 
Major  General  SHEfimAN : 

Either  our  maps  or  surveys,  or  both,  are  so  evidently  erroneous  that  I  am  very 
uncertain  about  the  distance  from  Haacall's  present  position  to  the  West  Point 
railroad.  But  I  have  no  doubt  he  can  reach  it  without  assaulting  parapets,  and 
by  moving  nearly  in  a  southeasterly  direction  from  h's  present  posiiion.  The 
distance  may  be  a  little  more  than  a  mile,  and  it  may  be  three  miles.  I  think  it 
probable  that  another  corps  on  this  flank  would  be  able  to  prolong  the  line  to 
the  Macon  railroad  ;  or  better,  (hat  one  corps  in  addition  to  mine  could  swiiig 
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JoosefroTn  the  flaa^of  tbe  14th,  strike  iu  the  rear  of  East  Point,  and  get  a  posi- 
tion croaeing  the  railroad,  from  which  we  could  not  be  driven. 

The  country  south  of  Utoy  appeai-s  less  broken  and  mncli  more  cnltivafed 
than  north  of  it.  HaBcaU  is  on  the  main  Campbellton  road,  Thei-e  is  said  to 
be  a  big  road  a  short  diststnce  in  his  front  lesidiiig  to  East  Point.  I  hare  not 
been  able  to  learn  of  any  others  in  that  viciaity.  Can  you  not  take  Proctor's 
creek  for  yoar  left  flank,  bring  supplies  by  Turner's  ferry,  and  thus  throw  even 
two  corps  yet  to  the  right  1  It  appears  to  me  that  such  a  move,  if  made  rapidly, 
ought  to  bring  success. 

J.  M.  8CH0F1ELD, 

Major  Gmtral 


[Cipher.] 


HEABaOARTEKS  MiLITARV  DlVISIO\  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

7«  tkejidd,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  9,  1S64, 
General  IIalleck,  Was/dngton  : 

General  Schofield  developed  the  enemy's  position  to  below  East  Point,  His 
Sine  is  well  fortified,  embracing  Atlanta  and  East  Point,  and  his  redoubts  and 
Siaes  seem  well  filled.  Cavalry  is-on  his  Banks.  Our  forces,  too,  are  spread  for 
ten  (10)  miles.  So  Hood  intends  to  stand  his  ground.  I  threw  into  Atlanta 
about  three  thousand  (3,  000)  solid  shot  and  shells  to-day,  and  have  got  from 
Chattanooga  four  4j-ineh  rifled  guns  and  will  try  their  effect.  Our  right  is 
below  Utoy  creek.  I  will  intrench  it  and  the  Sanka,  and  stady  the  ground  a 
little  more  before  adopting  a  new  plan.  We  have  had  considerable  raia,  but, 
on  the  whole,  the  weather  is  healthy.  Colonel  Capei-ton,  of  General  Stoneman'a 
command,  with  several  squads  of  men,  are  at  Marietta,  and  will  reduce  his  loss 
halow  a  thausand. 

-W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Geno-ai  Comma».di7ig. 


f  Oii^hcr.  3 

HUADCiUAltTEBS  MILITARY  DlVISIOX'  OF  THE  MlSSISSIl'l'l, 

In  tkejidd,  mar  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  10,  ISb-l, 
General  U.  S.  G-RANT,  WaMngtoni' 

Your  despatch  of  9th  is  received.  It  is  to  replace  our  daily  los'es  that  I 
propose  that  all  recvuita  made  daily  in  the  western  States,  inatead  of  accumulating 
at  depota,  should  at  once  come  to  Nashville,  and  be  sent  hei-e  on  the  caji  which 
can  bring  four  hundred  (400)  a  day  without  interfering  with  freights  I  have 
oi-dered  General  Washburn,  at  Memphis,  to  have  General  A.  J,  bmith,  who 
is  now  marching  on  Columbus,  Mississippi,  come  to  Decatur,  Alabama,  whence  I 
can  bring  to  this  army  certain  regiments  and  fragments  that  properly  belong  here, 
and  a  division  that  I  originally  designed  to  form  a  part  of  this  army.  The 
balance  of  infantry  and  cavalry  I  would  send  back  via.  Savannah  and  Jackson. 
Tennessee.  My  lines  ai'e  now  tea  (10)  miles  long,  extending  from  the  Augusta 
road  on  the  left,  round  to  East  Point  on  the  south.  I  cannot  extend  more 
without  making  my  lines  too  weak.  We  are  iu  close  contact,  and  skirmishing 
^ill  the  time.  I  have  just  got  up  four  4^.inch  rifled  guns,  with  ammunition,  and 
propose  to  expend  about  four  thousand  nfled  shot  iu  the  heart  of  Atlanta.  We 
have  already  commenced  it  with  our  ligh^  ordnance.  Since  July  28  General 
Hood  has  Bot  attempted  to  meet  ua  outside  hia  parapets. 
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In  oi-der  to  possess  ami  destroy  effectually  his  comninuicalioiia,  I  may  tare  to 
leave  a  corps  at  tlie  railroad  bridge  well  iatreiiehed,  and  cut  loose  with  the 
balance  and  make  a  desolating  circle  around  Atlanta.  I  do  not  propose  to 
assault  the  enemy's  works,  which  are  too  strong,  or  to  proceed  by  regular 
approaches.  I  have  lost  a  good  many  regiments,  and  will  lose  more  by  the 
expiration  of  service,  and  this  is  the  only  reason  why  I  want  re-enforcements. 
I  have  killed,  crippled,  and  captured  more  of  the  enemy  than  we  have  lost  by 
his  acts. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missis.sippi, 

In  thcJielS,,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Avgvst  10,  ISG^. 
General  Thomas: 

I  Lave  your  last  despatch.  I  hear  the  guns  and  sheila  also.  The  enemy's 
battery  of  32-pounders  rifled  are  firing  on  us  here  from  the  White  Hall  fort  to 
draw  off  or  divert  our  fire.  Keep  iip  a  steady,  persistent  fire  on  Atlanta  with  the 
4^-incb  guns  and  20-pnuncler  Parrott'a,  and  order  them  to  pay  no  attention  to 
the  eJde  tiring  by  which  the  enemy  may  attempt  to  divert  their  attention.  I 
think  tboae  guns  wili  make  Atlanta  of  less  value  to  them  as  a  largo  machine 
shop  and  depot  of  supplies.  The  inhabitants  have,  of  course,  got  out, 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


IlEADdUARTERS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Awgtist  10,  1864, 
General  Thomas  ; 

I  hear  General  Brannan's  guns  at  General  Geary's  battery,  and  hear  the  shells 
burst  in  Atlanta.  Send  word  to  the  battery  to  work  all  night  and  not  limit 
themselves  to  five  (5)  minnte  gims,  but  to  fire  slowly  and  steadily  each  gun  as 
it  is  ready.  Also  order  the  guns  at  General  Williams's  front  to  be  got  ready 
and  put  to  work  with  similar  orders  to-night.  Geoeral  Howard  will  get  his 
20-pounders  near  the  same  point,  which  he  pronounces  much  better  than  that  at 
General  Geary's,  which  he  visited  with  me  to-day.  General  Williams's  right 
and  General  Howard's  left  are  on  ProQjor'a  creek,  from  which  yoa  look  up 
the  valley  to  what  seems  to  be  the  heart  of  Atlanta;  the  ridge  on  which  are 
the  railroad  and  White  Hall  being  plainly  visibe,  as  also  that  by  which  the 
Marietta  road  enters  the  town,  the  intervening  angle  being  cleared  ground, 
giving  a  fine  field  of  tire.  1  think  the  4J-inch  guns  on  General  Williams's 
right  can  demolish  the  big  engine-house. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  (Jominanding, 


Headhuartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  10,  1864. 
General  ScHOFiEi.n ; 

Your  report  is  received.     Do  you  think  General  Haseal!  can  reach  WesB 
Point  railroad  from  bis  position  without  assaulting  parapets  1 

Do  you  think  a  further  prolongation  would  enable  us  to  reach  the  Macon 
road  without  cutting  loose  from  our  base  J 
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How  are  the  roads  south  of  Utoy  1 

Do  you  observe  any  change  iu  the  character  of  the  country  ? 
"We  are  now  cannonading  with  4.|-ineh  rifle  boha,  and  have  four  thousand 
a,  000)  of  them  on  hand. 

W.  T.  8HERMAK, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


IIeaDHUARTERS  MiLITARV  DIVISION  OF  THB  MISSISSIPPI, 

Jn  tkefidd,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Av,gmt  10,  1864. 
General  Howard: 

I  thank  you  for  the  suggestion.  I  am  studying  all  the  eombinntione  possiblej 
and  beg  you  to  think  also  and  communicate  to  me ;  bat  be  careful  to  keep  your 
own  confidence.  I  spoke  of  the  same  thing  to-day  to  General  Thomas,  and  he 
goes  to  iook  at  the  r^lroad  bridge  to  see  to  a  proper  cover  there  for  the  wagons 
and  a  corps.  T  watiUto  expend  four  thousand.  (4,000)  heavy  rifle  shots  on  the 
town  before  doing  anything  new,  and  then  will  be  prepared  to  act  quick.  " 
!-al  Schofield  has  been  reconnoitring  the  right  all  day,  and  after  he  has  an 
a  few  more  of  my  questions,  I  will  give  you  the  substance  of  his  report. 
W.  T.  8HEBMAK, 
Major  General  C 


Headijuartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkefield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Augtist  10,  1564. 
Generals  Thomas  and  Howard  : 

General  Scbofield  has  examiued  closely  his  whole  line,  whicb  lies  south,  a 
little  east,  parallel  with  the  enemy,  one  brigade  being  on  the  Oampbelltown  road, 
south  of  Utoy.  Ho  is  not  absolutely  certain  that  his  right  is  near  the  West 
Poiat  railroad,  and  yet  urges  that  another  corps  can  reach  the  Macon  road,  and 
wants  to  make  Proctor's  creek  our  left  flank,  draw  our  supplies  from  Turner's 
ferry,  and  keep  on  extending.  My  own  experience  is,  the  enemy  can  build  pai-a- 
peta  faster  than  we  march,  and  it  would  be  the  same  thing  by  extending  right 
or  left.  In  a  single  night  we  would  find  ourselves  confronted  with  parapets 
which  we  would  fear  to  attack  in  the  morning.  He  describes  the  country  south 
iif  Utoy  as  more  open  and  better  cultivated.  I  want  the  4^ inch  and  26-pounder 
guns  to  hammer  away,  and  I  will  think  of  the  nest  move. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Militahy  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ihejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  11„1864. 
General  Schofield  : 

I  have  read  and  considered  your  despatch.  It  is  a  physical  impossibility  for 
the  enemy  to  ascertain  the  force  which  moves  agaicst  the  railroad,  and  to  act 
against  it  with  any  more  than  one-third  of  his  reserves.  The  other  two-thirds 
ivill  be  from  four  (4)  to  eight  (S)  miles  off.  Colonel  Garrard's  cavalry  passed 
along  the  flank  to-day  unopposed,  aud  I  do  not  think  the  West  Point  road  more 
than  two  (3)  raiies  from  General  Hascall's  present  flauk.  Tou  will,  therefore, 
make  the  expedition  with  one  division,  the  other  either  placed  intermediate  or 
ready  to  act;  of  course  without  abandoning  our  present  base,  or  dividing  our  force 
into  two  (2)  equal  parts.  I  have  no  other  corps  to  give  you.  You  may  cou- 
eider  it  a  reconnoissance  in  force  not  to  go  over  three  (3)  miles  from  General  Cox's 
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present  right.  I  kaow  a  full  proportion  of  tbe  enemy  is  on  our  left  antl  centra, 
atad  if  any  change  occurs  in  the  night  I  will  be  Bure  to  advise  you.  Our  heavy 
ordnance,  playing  for  the  past  tbirty  (30)  houra  from  the  Buck  Head  road  into 
Atlanta,  has  kept  to  the  parapets  a  full  proportion  of  the  enemy  all  the  way  ronnd 
to  your  old  position  and  heyond,  and  if  I  am  to  give  weight  to  the  teetimoay 
from  official  eourcea,  the  enemy  at  this  moment  eshibits  most  force  on  bis 
present  right.  I  have  no  idea  that  Le  cap  throw  on  you  even  a  third  of  his 
reserve  force,  because  he  ivil)  look  upon  the  movement  aa  a  decoy  to  weaken  hie 
line  somewhat  that  wo  way  break  in.  Besides,  we  know  his  lice  aa  well  aa  ours 
is  so  stretched  out  tliat  his  reserves  are  not  over  one  thousand  (1,000)  men  per 
mile,  for  hie  infautiy  three  (3)  miles  east  of  the  Howard  House,  round  to  the 
main  road  below  East  I'oint,  is  fuU  fifteen  miles  long,  requiring  at  his  parapets 
forty  thousand  (40,000)  men,  leaving  him  no  reserve  on  that  flank  that  can  disturb 
two  diTJsions.  We  must  act.  We  cannot  sit  down  and  do  nothing,  hecaase  it 
involves  risk.  Being  on  the  ofiensive,  we  must  risk,  and  that  is  the  fiank  on  which 
-we  calculate  to  make  the  risk — indeed  have  been  mantenvgring  to  that  end  ever 
since  the  aijny  of  the  Tennessee  shifted  fi.'Om  left  to  right. 

W.  T.  8HBEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Holly  Si'Ri\es,  Mississipn, 

August  11,  1864, 
Major  General  SfliifiMAN  : 

Yesterday  General  Hatch  attacked  a  force  from  Forrest's  command,  two  thou- 
sand (2,000)  strong,  nnder  General  Chalmers,  at  Oxford,  and  drove  him  pell-iaell 
towards  Grenada,  capturing  three  cannona.  A  large  portion  of  A.  J.  Siaith's 
forces  are  south  of  the  Tallahatchee  at  Abbeville,  but,  owing  to  the  very  beavy 
rains  for  the  last  few  days  washing  the  railroad  badly,  there  haa  been  some 
delay  in  geiting  supplies  forward.  I  hope  that  two  days  more  may  place  every- 
thing on  the  aonth  side  of  the  Tallahatchee.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  they 
mean  to  fight  na  on  tbia  line  between  here  a'nd  Grenada.  As  soon  as  they  can 
he  brought  to  hay  and  whipped  effectually.  General  Smith  will  move  to  Decatur. 
In  addition  to  his  own  force  proper,  ten  thousand  (10,000)  strong,  he  has  three 
thousand  colored  troops  from  Memphis,  three  Minnesota  regiments  sent  me  frora 
St.  Louis,  and  four  thousand  (4,000)  cavalry.  Wiien  he  takes  up  hia  line  of 
march  for  Decatur,  shall  he  not  send  back  to  Memphis  all  but  his  own  forces,  as 
it  will  be  perfectly  safe  to  do  so?  My  forces  now  at  Memphis  are  all  "hundred- 
days"  men,  whose  time  will  espire  on  the  thirtieth. 

General  Canby  orders  irie  at  ail  times  to  keep  a  force  on  hand  to  assist  Gone- 
mi  Steele,  should  he  heed  help.  When  yoiir  orders  and  General  Oanby's  conflict, 
whom  am  I  to  obey  1  I  have  been  embarrassed  by  conflicting  orders  heretofore. 
To  have  obeyed  Genei'al  Canby  would  have  defeated  General  Smith's  last 
expedition.  General  Forrest  is  not  dead,  but  was  in  Pontotoc  four  (4)days  ago. 
0.  C.  "VVA8HBUENE,  Major  General. 


6i!\EEAi:  8tai\ lev's  llKAnyUATtTEKiJ, 

AvguH  11,  18C4. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

General  Garrard  just  reports  aa  folIoii'S : 

Please  tell  General  Shennan  tliat  men  from  Stoneman's  command  are  daily 
comingin ;  that  they  came  along  the  railroad,  and  that  on  Sunday  nothinghad  been 
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done  towards  repairiDg  the  road.  A  lajge  part  of  their  cavalry  ia  now  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Covington,  and  it  is  gonei-aUy  believed  that  they  will  soon  make  a 
grand  raid  to  Tennessee  or  Kentucky.  An  oiSeer  who  has  just  got  in  staid  in  that 
neighborhood  three  days,  as  he  could  not  get  out  of  way  of  their  cavalry.  He 
says  he  has  never  seen  so  much  cavalry  in  one  body.  Peraona  from  near  Atlanta 
also  report  the  rebel  cavalry  moving  over  towards  Covington. 

D.  S.  STANLEY,  Major  Gena-al. 


[Cipher.] 


HEABtlirABTBBS  MlUTAHV  DtVISION  OP  THG  MISSISSIPPI, 

Jii  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Augasl  13.  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
General  IIalleck,  WashingtoTi,  D.  G.  : 

We  iiave  now  pressed  the  enemy's  lines  froro  the  east  around  to  East  Point 
on  tbe  south.  The  nature  of  ground,  with  its  artificial  defences,  makes  it  too, 
difficult  to  assault,  and  to  reach  the  Macon  road  by  a  further  extension  will  be 
extra  liaaardous.  I  hava  ordered  army  commanders  to  prepare  for  the  follow- 
ing plan  :  Leave  one  corps  strongly  intrenched  at  the  Oliattahooehee  bridge  in 
charge  of  our  surpltia  wagons  and  artillery ;  with  sixty  thousand  (60,000)  men, 
reduced  to  fighting  trim,  to  make  eircuit  of  devastation  around  the  town,  with  a 
ladiiiB  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles. 

To  do  this,  I  go  on  the  faith  that  the  militia  in  Atlanta  are  only  good  for  the 
defence  of  its  parapets,  and  will  not  come  out. 

I  would  like  tlie  utmost  aciivity  to  he  kept  up  in  Mobile  bay,  arid,  if  possible, 
about  ihe  mouth  of  Appalachicola;  aUo  to  be  assured  that  no  material  re-enforce- 
ments have  come  here  from  Virginia, 

Tf  I  should  ever  be  cut  off  from  my  base,  look  out  for  me  about  St.  Mark's, 
Florida,  or  Savannah,  Georgia, 

W.  T.  BHERMAS, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

HEAUuoAETiiRs  Military  Divisiok  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Augiist  13,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

In  making  the  ciicuit  of  Atlanta,  as  proposed  in  laj  despatch  of  to-day,  I 
necessarily  run  some  risk.  If  there  be  any  possibility  or  Admiral  I'arragut  and 
the  land  forces  of  Grordou  Granger  taking  Mobile  (wbich  rebel  prisoners  now 
report,  but  the  report  is  not  confirmed  by  Macon  papers  of  the  llth  whicb  I  have 
seen,)  and  further  of  pusjiing  np  to  Montgomery,  ray  best  plan  would  be  to  wait 
awhile,  aa  now,  and  at  the  proper  time  move  down  to  West  Point,  and  operate 
into  tbe  heart  of  Georgia  from  there. 

Before  cutting  loose  aa  proposed,  I  would  like  to  know  the  chances  of  our 

getting  the  use  of  the  Akbama  river  this  campaign.    I  could  easily  break  up  the 

railroads  hack  to  Chattanooga,  and  shift  my  whole  army  down  to  West  Point 

and  Columbus,  a  country  rich  in  corn,  and  make  my  fall  campaign  from  there. 

I  know  Port  Morgan  most  succumb  in  time. 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major  General. 
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Heauuuar-jers  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Aitgust  14,  1804, 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  officer  I  sect  to  the  right  reports  three  strong  batteries  Rlnng  the  edge  of 
the  woods  near  East  Point,  all  looking  down  the  vallej  towards  Haacall'e  posi- 
tion. The  one  moat  to  our  right  is  where  you  saw  the  enemy  working  day 
before  yesterday.  The  others  are  visible  from  a  poiut  on  the  Oampbeilton  road, 
a  few  hundred  yards  west  of  where  you  were.  The  batteries  are  connected  by 
infantry  parapet,  which,  however,  is  not  visible  south  or  west  of  the  left  battery. 
Probably  the  line  there  beuds  southeast  through  the  woods.  A  large  force  is 
working  on  each  battery,  but  very  few  men  ore  seen  elsewhere.  There  has  beea 
no  indication  of  movement  of  troops  there  to-(!ay. 

J,  M.  SCOHIELD, 

Major  General. 


IIgadquarters  Military  Divtsioim  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tlie  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  14, 1864. 
General  Schofield: 

There  is  no  doubt  Wheeler  is  up  about  Dalton  with  a  large  cavalry  force. 
I  want  our  cavalry  now  to  feel  the  enemy's  flanks  strong,  and  will  order  Gen- 
eral Kilpatvick  to  cross  at  Sandtown  and  make  a  bold  push  for  Fairbum,  and 
General  Garrard,  in  like  manner,  to  feel  well  around  the  enemy's  right  flank. 
Let  your  cavalry  go  down  in  tbe  morning  to  Sandtown  and  report  for  the  ex- 
pedition to  General  Kilpatrick. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Resaca,  AvgvH  15,  1564— 9. ^ii  p.  m. 
Major  General  Siierma.\  : 

I  can  now  give  you  the  particulars  of  the  Dalton  aSair  The  town  was 
seized  about  6  p.  m.  yesterday.  Colonel  Leibold  occupied  the  fort  aad  declined 
to  surrender.  Early  this  morning  Gfeneral  Steedman  aiHved  there  with  one 
New  York,  and  one  Ohio,  and  six  companies  of  negro  iegiments  and  immediately 
attacked  the  enemy,  and  af^er  four  hours'  fighting,  drove  them  toward  Spring 
Plane,  The  enemy's  loss  heavy.  We  are  collecting  the  dead  and  wounded. 
Colonel  Leibold  expects  another  attack.  The  enemy  supposed  to  be  six  thousand 
(6,000)  strong,  with  two  batteries.  I  bad  two  companies  at  the  Water  Tank, 
1|  mile  south  of  Dalton.  They  were  attacked  at  daylight  this  morning,  aad 
after  four  hours'  fighting,  surrendered.  The  raih-oad  is  destroyed  from  the  Tank 
north  to  Dalton.     The  enemy  still  in  the  neighborhood  of  Tilton. 

General  Smith,  with  two  thousand  (8,000)  men,  is  dae  here  ai.  11  o'clock. 
Thy  cavalry  at  Calhoun,  I  think,  should  be  ordered  to  this  place  to-nigbt. 

G.  B.  BAUM, 
Colonel  Commanding  Brigade, 


HfiADQUARTERS  MiLTTARV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Awgmt  15,  1864. 
Generals  Thomas,  Howard,  and  Schofirld: 

Colonel  Raum,  at  Resaca,  reports  the  enemy's  cavaliy  oa  (he  railroad  nes 
Tilton,  tearing  up  track.     Give  ordei-s  that  will  insure  great  economy  in  prov. 
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STons  end  forage,  until  we  can  estimate  the  time  rec[iiire3  to  repair  damages.  I 
have  nothing  from  beyond  Besaca.  General  John  B.  Smith,  at  Oartersville, 
will  collect  wl  the  infantry  that  can  he  spared  from  the  defence  of  material  points 
ahout  Alatoona,  and  go  up  the  road. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Cartbbsvillb,  AnguHt  15,  1864. 
Major  Genei-al  Sherman  : 

I  am  just  startiug  wp  the  road  with  about  two  thousand  (2,000)  men.  De- 
spatch received  from  Eeaacasays  the  rehel  force  is  moviag  northeast  from  Dalton, 
burned  a  hridge  below  Daltou,  and  tore  up  the  track.     My  cavalry  not  heard 

JN"0.  E.  SMITH,  Brigadier  General. 


Hrauui-'arters  MrLtTARY  DrvisioN  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefidd,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  15,  1864. 
Genei-als  Thomas,  Schofield,  and  Howard  : 

General  John  E.  Smith  has  gone  np  the  road  with  two  thousand  (2,000)  men 
in  cars.  Wheeler  failed  to  take  Dalton,  and  has  gone  northeast,  where  he  can- 
not do  us  mach  harm.  I  will  order  that  he  be  kept  in  that  direction.  He  may 
disturb  some  of  General  Schofield's  garrisons  ;  hut  if  he  cotdd  not  take  Tilton 
or  Dalton,  he  will  not  venture  mach,  and  all  above  will  be  on  their  guard,  and 
prepared.  As  soon  as  this  news  is  confirmed  and  ratified,  I  will  put  in  execution 
our  plans.  So  get  ready.  I  want  to  hear  of  Generals  Eilpatrick's  and  Gar- 
rard's explorations  before  making  orders. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cominanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Augvst  15,  1864. 
General  Schopield: 

There  will  he  plenty  of  time  to  dispose  of  wagons  after  my  orders  are  issued- 
I  want  to  hear  of  Genei'ftls  Kilpatrick  and  Garrard  before  making  my  ordei-s, 
hut  I  am  more  and  more  satisfied  the  movement  we  contemplate  is  the  tiiie  one 
to  be  made.  I  think  Gtenerals  Steedman  and  John  E.  Smith  will  drive  Wheeler 
far  away,  and  repair  oar  road  in  two  days.  Give  me  the  earliest  news  of  the 
cavahy  on  yoiir  flank. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


liEADQL'AHTEEfS  ArMY  OP  THE  OhIO, 

August  16,  1864—1.45  p.  m. 
Major  General  Shekman: 

I  have  just  heard  from  Kilpatrick  through  Colonel  Garrard.  His  despatch  ia 
dated  12  m.  Kilpatrick  had  moved  up  the  Camphellton  road  toward  the  right 
of  our  infantry,  to  a  eross-road  leading  to  Mount  Gilead  church,  where  the 
rebel  cavalry  ia  encamped,  with  the  intention  of  moving  out  and  attacking  them. 
My  troops  are  ready  to  move  at  once,  if  the  enemy  send  infantry  against  our 
cavalry. 

J.  M.  80H0F1ELD,  Major  General. 
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HEAUdUABTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THK  CuMBEKLAND. 

August  16,  1S64. 
Major  General  SiJEE.MAN: 

G-enerai  Kilpatrick  reports  tbat  lie  forced  the  enemy  bank  into  Lis  camp  nenr 
the  iwiroad,  five  miles  above  Fairbura  station ;  destroyed  the  station  and  public 
buildings,  telegraph,  aud  railroad,  for  about  three  niilea.  Jaekson'e  divisioQ 
has  thus  far  refused  to  give  him  battle.  He  anticipates  an  attempt  will  be  made 
to  prevent  his  return  this  morniEig,  aiid  feels  confident  he  can  destroy  Jack&ou, 
provided  cavalry  alone  meets  him, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  M^or  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  An^nst  16, 1864. 
General  Thomas  r 

The  news  from  General  Kilpatrick  is  first-rate ;  he  baa  acted  so  as  to  show 
the  eneiny  that  he  will  fight.  I  do  believe  he,  with  Lis  own  and  Genera!  Gai- 
rard's  cavalry,  could  vide  right  around  Atlanta  and  smash  the  Macon  road  all 
to  pieces.  But  I  don't  want  to  risk  our  cavalry;  I  don't  fear  the  enemy's 
trying  to  cut  off  his  return.  General  Schofield's  position  is  such  that  infantry 
will  not  leave  their  lines  to  go  down  to  Camp  creek. 

W,  T.  SHERMAIS", 
Major  Gmeral  Commanding. 


IIeadquaktehs  MiLiTAitv  Division  of  ths  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  16,  1804. 

General  :  It  occura  to  me  that  preliminary  to  a  future  report  of  the  history 
of  the  campaign,  I  should  record  certain  facts  of  great  personal  interest  to  officers 
of  this  command. 

General  McPberson  was  killed  by  the  musketiy  fire  at  the  beginning  of  tlie 
battle  of  July  23.  He  bad  in  poiton  selectpd  the  gi-oiind  for  his  troops,  consti- 
tuting the  leftwing  of  the  army  I  being  m  peioon  with  the  centre,  General 
Schofleld.  The  moment  the  information  leached  me,  I  sent  one  of  my  staff 
to  announce  the  fact  to  General  John  A  Logan,  the  senior  officer  present  with 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  with  general  instiuctions  to  maintain  the  ground 
chosen  by  General  M^^Pherson,  if  possible,  hut  if  prc^oed  too  hard  to  refuse  his 
left  flank,  but  at  ail  events  to  hold  tlie  lailioad  and  mam  Decatur  road;  that 
I  did  not  propose  to  move  or  gain  gtound  by  that  flank,  but  rather  by  the  right, 
and  that  I  wanted  the  army  of  the  Tenntasee  to  fight  it  out  unaided.  General 
Logan  adniii'ably  conceived  my  oidei  a  and  executed  them,  and  if  he  gavegi-ound 
on  the  left  of  the  17th  corps  it  was  properly  done  by  my  orders ;  but  he  held  a 
certain  hill  by  the  light  division  of  the  17th  corps,  the  only  ground  on  that 
line,  the  possession  of  which  by  an  enemy  would  have  damaged  us,  by  giving 
a  reverse  fire  on  tlie  remainder  of  the  troops.  General  Logan  fought  that  battle 
out  aa  required,  unaided,  save  by  a  small  brigade  sent  by  my  orders  fi-om  Gen- 
eral Schofleld  to  the  Decatur  road,  well  to  the  rear,  where  it  was  reported  the 
enemy's  cavalry  had  got  into  the  town  of  Decatur,  and  was  operating  directly  on 
the  rear  of  Logan;  but  that  brigade  was  not  disturbed,  and  was  replaced  that  night 
by  a  part  of  tne  15th  corps,  next  to  General  Schofleld,  and  General  Schofield's 
brigade  brought  back  so  as  to  be  kept  together  on  its  own  line 

General  Logan  managed  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  well  during  his  com- 
mand, and  it  may  be  that  an  unfair  iufei'enee  might  be  drawn  to  his  prejudice 
because  he  did  not  succeed  to  the  permanent  conjmand.  I  am  fiirced  to  choose 
a  commander,  not  only  for  the  army  in  the  field,  but  of  the  department  of  the 
Tennessee,  covering  a  vast  extent  of  country  with  troops  much  dispersed.     It 


,Google 


EEPOKT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN.         171 

waa  a  delicate  and  difficult  ta&k,  and  1  gave  preference  to  Major  Gfeneral  0.  0. 
Howard,  then  in  command  of  the  4th  army  eorpa  in  the  department  of  the  Oom- 
lierlap.d.  laatead  of  givii^  my  reasons,  I  prefer  that  the  wisdom  of  the  choice 
be  left  to  the  test  of  time.  The  Preeideot  kindly  ratified  my  choice,  and  I  am 
wiliing  to  assume  the  responsihility.  I  meaat  no  diareepect  to  any  officer,  and 
lieveby  declare  that  Greneral  Logan  submitted  with  the  grace  and  dignity  of  a 
soldier,  gentleman,  and  patriot,  resumed  the  command  of  his  corps  proper,  (15th,) 
and  enjoys  the  love  and  respect  of  his  army  and  of  his  commanders.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  on  the  S8f  h  of  July  I  had  again  thrown  the  same  aiToy  to  the  extreme 
right,  the  exposed  flank,  where  the  enemy  repeated  the  same  raancenvre,  striking 
in  mass ;  the  extreme  corps  deployed  in  line,  and  refused  sa  a  flank  the  l5th. 
Major  General  Logan;  and  he  commanded  in  person.  General  Howard  and  myself 
being  near,  and  that  corps,  as  heretofore  reported,  repulsed  the  rebel  army  com- 
pletely, and  nest  day  advanced  and  occupied  the  ground  fought  over  and  the 
road  the  enemy  sought  to  cover.  General  Howard,  who  had  that  very  day  as- 
sumed his  new  command,  nnecjuivocahly  gave  General  Logan  all  the  credit  pos- 
sible; and  I  also  beg  to  add  my  unqualified  admiration  of  the  bravery,  skill, 
and,  more  yet,  good  senae  that  inflnenced  him  to  hear  a  natural  disappointment 
and  do  his  whole  duty  like  a  man.  If  I  could  bestow  on  him  substantial  reward 
it  would  affisrd  me  unalloyed  satisfaction ;  but  I  do  believe,  in  the  consciousness 
of  acts  done  from  noble  impulses  and  gracefully  admitted  by  his  superiors  in 
authority,  he  wOl  be  contented.  He  already  holds  the  highest  commission 
known  in  the  army,  and  it  is  hard  to  say  how  we  can  better  manifest  our  ap- 
plause. 

At  the  time  of  General  Howard's  selection,  Major  General  Hooker  com- 
manded the  liJOth  army  corps  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  made  up  for  his 
special  accommodation  out  of  the  old  llthand  ISith  corps,  whereby  Major  General 
Slocum  was  deprived  of  his  corps  command.  Both  the  law  and  practice  are  and 
have  been  to  fill  the  higher  army  commands  by  selection.  Eank  or  dates  of  com- 
mission have  not  controlled,  nor  am  I  aware  tliat  any  reflection  can  he  inferred 
unless  the  junior  be  placed  immediately  over  the  senior ;  but  in  tliis  case  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  command  was  in  no  manner  disturbed.  General  Howard  was 
not  put  over  him,  but  in  charge  of  a  distinct  and  separate  army.  Ko  indignity 
was  offered  or  intended,  and  1  mnst  say  that  General  Hooker  was  not  justified 
in  retiring.  At  all  events,  had  he  apoken  or  written  to  me  I  would  have  made 
every  explanation  and  concession  he  cordd  have  expected,  but  coidd  not  have 
changed  my  course,  hecanse  then,  as  now,  I  believe  it  right  and  for  the  good  of 
our  country  and  caase. 

As  a  matter  of  justice.  General  Slocum,  having  been  displaced  by  the  consol- 
idation, was  deemed  by  General  Thomas  as  entitled  to  the  vacancy  created  by 
General  Hooker's  voluntary  withdrawal,  and  has  received  it. 
With  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN,  _ 

Major  General  Halleck,  Major  General  Commanding. 

Chief  of  Staff,  Wasfiwgton,  D.  C. 


HiiADaUARTKKS  M[L(TAEY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  iJieJield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  16,  1864. 
Generals  Thomas,  Howard,  and  Scuppielo: 

We  will  commence  the  movement  against  the  railroad  about  Joneshoi'o'  Thurs- 
day night,  unless  something  occm's  in  the  mean-tinie  to  mar  the  plan.  I  will 
make  my  orders,  and  the  preliminary  preparations  may  he  begun. 

If  Wheeler  intemipta  our  supplies  we  can  surely  cut  ofF  those  of  Hood,  and 
see  who  can  stand  it  best. ; 

W.  T.  SHERMAN",  Major  General. 
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Ueauquakters  Military  Division  of  the  H 

Iti  the  Jield,  near  Allatoona,  August  16,  1S64. 
General  Thomas  : 

General  Scliofield  reports  that  General  Kiipatrick  did  not  flod  the  enemj''9 
cavalry  at  tia  old  camp  at  Mount  Gilead  church,  but  I  don't  know  where  that 
church  is.  It  is  manifest  that  all  the  efficient  cavaliy  of  the  enemy  is  to  our 
rear.  They  will  tear  up  the  road  beyond  Oartersville ;  but  I  think  Wheeler 
has  been  driven  off  towards  East  Tennessee,  and  trust  that  General  John  E. 
Smith  will  return  to  Gaiiersville ;  he  has  cars  enongli.  There  are  three  (3) 
regiments  and  eight  (8)  guns  at  Allatoona  and  Etowah  bridge,  and  I  have  ordered 
General  McArthur  to  send  any  re-enforcements  he  can  spare,  and  call  oa  us  to 
replace  them  at  Marietta.  I  do  think  our  cavalry  should  now  break  the  Macon 
road  good.  If  we  can  save  our  rations  at  Marietta  and  Allatoona,  and  break  the 
Macon  road  for  many  miles,  we  can  wait  as  long  as  Hood. 

What  say  you  to  letting  General  Kiipatrick  have  two  of  General  Garrard's 
brigades,  and  then  to  strike  across  to  the  Macon  road  and  tear  it  up  good.  He 
has  scouted  the  country  now,  and  knows  it,  and  can  act  with  confidence  and  due 
caution.  General  Schofield  is  well  on  that  flank  and  makes  a  good  cover.  I 
like  this  plan  better  than  to  send  General  Garrard  up  to  Gartorsville,  for  the 
enemy  will  simply  run  off;  but  General  Kiipatrick  with  two  good  brigades  can 
reach  across  to  the  Macon  road  about  Rough  and  Ready  and  tear  up  six  or  eight 
miles  by  to-mon'ow  night  or  next  day. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  Comtnanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Divisio\  of  the;  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  ■mar  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Angmt  17,  1864. 
General  Schofield  : 

.  I  think  I  will  defer  the  grand  movement  for  a  day  or  so,  and  precede  it  by  a 
cavalry  movement  on  the  Macon  road,  between  Rough  and  Ready  and  Jones- 
boro'.  I  j:ropose  to  give  General  Kiipatrick  his  whole  division  and  two  of  Gen- 
eral Garai-rd's  brigades,  to  move  quietly  down  to  Camp  Creek,  aad  then,  by  a 
rapid  movement,  strike  and  break  thoroughly  the  Macoti  road ;  your  infantry 
to  co-operate  and  divert  attention.  We  know  that  Wheeler  is  well  to  the  north 
with  a  large  part  of  the  cavalry,  and  now  is  the  time.  I  expect  General  Kiipat- 
rick up.  Any  preparations  for  the  infantry  move  w.ll  be  all  right,  and  we 
need  only  postpone  the  time  of  execution. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  GcTicral  Commanding. 


HEADlillAETKELS  MILITARY  DlVlSIO.\  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

ht  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  17,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas  ; 

I  have  a  message  from  General  Kiipatrick,  enclosing  a  copy  of  his  report  to 
General  Elliot.  He  thinks  it  not  only  possible,  but  comparatively  easy,  to  break 
the  railroad  to  Macoa  effectually.  I  do  not  want  to  move  this  vast  army  and 
its  paraphernalia  around  Atlanta  unless  forced  to  do  so,  aad  it  does  seem  the 
enemy  has  offered  ns  the  very  opportunity  we  seek. 

We  know  positively  that'Wheeler  is  above  Dalton,  and  that  he  must  have 
taken  the  very  flower  of  his  cavalry.  He  has  and  may  do  us  hai-m,  but  that 
we  cannot  help.  I  do  not  think  he  can  carry  any  point  of  our  road  that  he  can 
maintain,  and  his  owa  necessities  will  force  him  back  soon,  with  jaded  and  worn- 
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out  Iiorsea.  Now,  ours  can  be  c[uietly  moved,  to  Sandtown  at  a  walk,  and,  ae- 
tordiag  to  General  Xilpatrick,  reach  Red  Oak,  or  any  point  below  the  enemy's 
infantry,  and  hy  a  Biogle  dash  can  beat  the  remaining  cavalry  of  the  enemy, 
and  break  up  [nauy  milea  of  that  railroad.  General  Garrard,  with  one  brigade, 
can  amuse  those  on  ihs  east,  and  General  Kilpatrick,  with  his  own  and  the  two 
brigades  of  General  Garrard,  under  Colonel  Long,  could  make  in  a  single  move 
a  break  that  would  disturb  Hood  seriously.  The  risk  will  he  comparatively 
small,  as  General  Schofield  can  act  in  support  with  his  whole  command.  I  am 
perfectly  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  loss  of  our  cavalry  would  be  moat  serious,  but 
1  do  think  such  an  opportunity,  if  neglected,  will  never  again  appeal'.  In  this 
combination  I  would  merely  suspend  the  final  execution  of  the  movement  of  the 
whole  army  til!  the  result  of  this  move  is  reached.  I  think  we  could  give  Gen- 
eral liilpatrick  such  orders  that  he  would  not  be  lash,  and  General  Schofield 
could  move  to  his  right  a  couple  of  milea,  and  make  it  certain  that  Hood  would 
not  attempt  to  use  infantry  to  interpose  to  the  return  of  our  cavalry.  Don't 
make  any  orders  till  you  and  I  have  perfectly  agreed  on  this  plan.  In  the  mean 
time  anything  done  towards  the  movement  of  the  whole  army  will  not  be  lost, 
as  it  simply  amounts  to  sending  to  the  bridge  al!  the  loose  ends. 
I  have  sent  for  General  Kilpatrick  to  come  up. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Majot  General  Vommanding. 


HeadhuaktehsDiipaktjient  of  the  Cumberland, 

August  17,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherjian  : 

lutormation  from  all  sources  seem  to  confirm  the  report  that  Wheeier  has 
taken  off  the  greater  part  of  his  cavahy.  I  therefore  think  this  will  be  as  good 
a  time  as  could  be  taken  to  make  another  raid  on  the  Macou  raiboad  ;  bat  if 
you  send  Kilpatrick,  I  would  insist  on  his  taking  the  most  practicable  route,  and 
avoid  the  enemy's  infantry  as  much  as  possible. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  Gmeral. 


IIeadquartkiis  Armv  of  the  Ohio, 

August  17,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  following  is  just  received.     The  messenger  will  wait  for  your  orders. 
J.  M.  SOllOFIELD, 

Majw  General. 

"Headquarters  Cavalry  DivrsioN,  D.  C, 

"August  17,  1S64. 
"  To  Major  General  Schofield  : 

"  I  send  you  the  report  of  my  operations  yesterday  by  one  of  my  aides  to  make 
certaiu  that  you  get  it.  I  am  satisfied  that,  with  two  of  General  Garrard's  brig- 
ades aad  my  own  divisioui  I  can  break  the  Macon  road  effectually  at  any  point 
the  major  general  commanding  may  be  pleased  to  indicate.  Such  an  oppor- 
tunity to  strike  the  enemy  a  terrible  blow  has  never  been  offered.  If  it  is  desi- 
rable to  make  the  attempt,  I  should  wish  to  see  you,  and  will  visit  youi  head- 
quarters for  that  purpose. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  KILPATRICK, 
"Brisadier  General  Volunleers." 
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Heawquartehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Tti  the  field,  near  Allanta,  Ga.,  August  17,  1864. 
Gfeneral  Thomas:  , 

General  Kilpatrict  is  here,  and  gives  me  a  description  of  his  position  at  Sand- 
town,  that  convinces  me  he  can,  in  connexion  with  Gfeneral  Schoiield,  bo  effect- 
nally  destroy  the  Macon  railroad  that  it  cannot  be  used  in  two  weeks,  and  that, 
too,  withont  risking  his  cavalry. 

You  will,  therefore,  order  Gfenera!  Garrard  to  send  to  Sandtown,  via  Paice'a 
feny  and  the  west  bank,  the  two  brigades  of  cavalry  heretofore  notified,  with  a 
battery  of  artilleiy  to  move  to  night  and  report  on  arrival  to  General  Kilpati-ick, 
at  Sandtowo.  The  horaea  should  be  well  fed,  and  conld  take  some  wagons  of 
shelled  corn  as  far  aa.  Sandtown,  when  the  wagons  may  return.  Men  provided 
with  full  ammtinition,  five  (5)  days'  bread,  sugar,  coffee,  aad  plenty  of  salt. 

General  Kilpatrick  will  keep  his  command  concealed  all  day  to-morrow,  and 
move  to-morrow  night,  cross  the  Weat  Point  road  above  Fairbiira,  reach  the 
Macon  i-ailroad  near  Jonesboro',  face  towards  East  Point,  and  break  road  to  the 

The  despatch  I  sent  you  an  hour  ago  ia  conclusive  that  Wheeler  is  away,  aad 
but  little  rebel  cavaliy  is  left  here. 

General  Kilpatrick  will  want  a  divereion  day  after  to-morrow,  and  I  will  see 
that  General  Schofield  makes  one ;  and  I  wish  you  to  have  General  Garrard's 
remaining  brigade  and  Getteriil  Stanley's  division  give  full  occupation  to  that 
flank.     1  will  risk  the  other. 

Instruct  General  Garrard  to  be  aure  to  send  the  pioneers  along  with  the  cav- 
alry, provided  with  tools  to  break  up  railroad. 

General  Kilpatrick  represents  forage  abundaat  down  there. 

General  Kilpatrick  ranks  General  Garrard,  and  the  latter  may  go  along  if 
you  prefer. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hgadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Miseiisippi 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  17,  18ti4 
Generals  Thomas,  Schofield,  and  Howard  : 

1  now  have  positive  and  official  information  that  General  Wheelei  ha3  gone 
np  into  Eaat  Tennessee,  beyond  Spring  Place.  We  will  repair  all  damages  to 
railroad  and  telegraph  to-night.  I  will  not  move  our  infantry  now,  but  bieak 
the  Macon  road  all  to  pieces  with  our  cavalry  to-moiTow  night.  Theiefore,  be 
active  and  demonstrate  against  Atlanta  to  occupy  tbe  eniire  front,  and  mike 
them  believe  we  will  attack  them  in  their  trenches  during  to-monow  and  next 
day. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headuijarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  17,  1864. 
General:  I  beg  you  will  convey  the  following  orders  to  govern  General 
Kilpatrick  in  his  movement  on  the  Macon  road.  It  ia  not  a  raid,  but  a  deliberate 
attack  for  the  purpose  of  so  disabling  that  road  that  the  enemy  will  be  unable 
to  supply  his  array  in  Atlanta.  He  will  have  his  own  division  of  cavaliy  and 
two  good  brigades  from  General  Garrard's  division.     With  these  he  will  move 
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night,  aiming  to  crosa  tlie  West  Point  road  between  Bed  Oak  aad 
Fairbnrn.  It'  he  has  time  iie  should  remove  a  small  section  of  the  road  without 
using  fire,  simply  to  lessen  the  chantea  of  an  infantry  force  being  sent  to  inter- 
cept his  return.  He  should  then  move  in  force  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  Macon 
road  about  Jonesbnro',  and  should  destroy  as  much  of  that  road  as  he  possibly 
can,  working  Steadily  nntil  forced  to  take  to  iiis  aiTos  and  horses  for  battle.  He 
should  avoid  battle  with  iu'antry  or  artillery,  but  may  safely  fight  any  cavalry 
be  eneonni  era,  because  we  know  that  the  enemy  has  sent  Wheeler  with  full  six 
thousand  (6,000)  cavalry  up  into  East  Tennessee.  I  leave  the  extent  of  the 
break  to  General  Kilpati'iek,  bat  will  only  say  that  he  cannot  destroy  too  much. 
Having  fulfilled  his  task,  he  wiD  return  and  resume  his  post  on  the  right  flank 
of  the  army,  and  send  General  Garrard's  brigades  back  to  their  division  on  the 
left.  General  Schofield  will  be  instmcted  to  move  to  his  right  as  far  as  prudent 
the  day  after  to-morrow,  and  all  the  army  should  so  engage  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  that  he  cannot  detach  infantry  aa  against  General  Kiipatriek. 

Instruct  the  general  to  advise  us  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  of  his  success. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  C 
Major  Genera]  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  tlie  Citmbeitayul. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  JlisSTSsirri, 

In  tha  field,  near  Ailaiiia,  Ga.,  August  17,  1S64. 
General  Hallb^ k,  Washington  : 

Tour  despatch  of  yesterday  is  received.  We  must  have  the  Alabama  river, 
and  if  I  remember  the  bay,  the  best  river  chanael  is  on  the  Tensas  side ;  but, 
of  course,  I  must  trust  to  Admiral  Fajragut  and  General  Canby.  I  have  a  tight 
grip  on  Atlanta,  and  was  on  the  poiat  of  swinging  round  to  the  southeast  when 
Wheeler  went  to  my  rear  with  six  thoasand  (6,000)  cavalry;  he  has  passed  into 
East  Tennessee,  having  damaged  ns  but  little.  I  will  avail  myself  of  his  absence  to 
reciprocate  t!ie  compliment,  and  to-moiTOw  aight  the  Macon  road  must  be  broken 
good.  General  Kiipatriek  will  undertake  it.  Wheeler  cannot  distni'b  Knoxville 
or  Jjoudon.  He  may  hart  some  of  the  minor  points,  but,  on  the  whole,  East 
good  place  for  bim  to  break  down  bis  horses,  and  steal  new  ones. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  C 


Headquastbrs  Military  DivrsiON  op  the  Mrsaiasippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Atlanta,  August  17,  1S64. 
General  Oamby,  New  Orleans : 

Despatch  of  6tli  received.  Convey  to  Admiral  Farragut  my  admiration  of 
the  bold  and  aticcesaful  passage  of  Mobile  fort.  I  am  familiar  with  Fort  Morgan, 
and  would  advise  that  a  single  gun-boat  lay  above  Pilot  Oove  and  prevent  sup- 
plies going  to  Fort  Morgan,  and  time  will  work  its  fall.  To  reduce  Mobile  I 
would  ppss  a  foi-ce  up  the  Tensas  aad  across  to  old  Fort  Stoddart,  and  operate 
in  the  direction  of  Citronelle.  The  Mobile  and  Ohio  road  broken  and  the  river 
occupied,  Mobile  would  be  untenable  to  the  rebels.     If  possible  the  Alabama 
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river  should  be  possessed  by  us  in  conaesion  with  my  movemeTita.  I  could 
easily  open  communication  with  Montgomery,  but  I  doubt  if  yon  will  have  troops 
enough  till  the  September  draft.  I  am  pressing  Atlanta  bard,  bat  don't  want 
Kirby  Smith  bei'e.  I  can  beat  Hood  in  the  open  field,  but  not  intreacbed.  I 
have  repeatedly  disabled  Jiis  roads,  but  he  manages  to  patch  them  up. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  _ 
Major  GeiiCfol  Com/mamlmg. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  tuk  Mississippi, 
Jn  tke  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  IS,  1864 — 7  a.  m. 
Major  General  Schofield  : 

I  wanted  to  come  down  to  the  extreme  right  to-day,  and  may  still,  bitt  I  must 
watch  matters  to  our  rear.  Hood  no  doubt  supposes  he  has  put  Wheeler  on  our 
line,  and  is  demonstrating  accordingly ;  he  has  small  parties  to  cut  our  wires 
nightly.  We  cannot  now  get  Marietta.  Nevertheless,  unless  something  very 
extraordinary  takes  place  to-day,  I  want  General  Kilpatrick  to  start  and  break 
op  that  Macon  road  all  to  pieces.  Keep  your  own  cavalry  as  videttes  on  your 
right  flank,  and  to-morrow  they  might  venture  as  close  East  Point  as  possible, 
and  break  up  some  more  of  that  railroad,  whilst  Greneral  Kilpatrick  draws  their 
cavalry  towards  Jonesboro',  as  they  will  he  sure  to  watch  if  they  don't  fight 
him.  Use  your  troops  to-day  as  though  investing  and  feeling  their  left  flank, 
but  to-morrow  venture  out  a  little.  Keep  me  well  advised  of  all  facts  that  will 
enable  me  to  divine  Hood's  scheme. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Majw  General  Oo^nmandtTig. 


nKADQOARTERS  MILITARY  Division  of  ths  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August,  18,  1864—11.30  a.  m. 
General  Schofield  : 

Our  telegraph  now  works  to  Chattanooga.  The  conclusion  my  mind  has  ar- 
rived at  is  that  Hood  sent  Wheeler's  cavalry  to  occupy  our  road  at  Dalton ; 
that  he  had  re-enforced  East  Point  with  a  division  of  hia  old  corps,  which  last 
night  was  brought  back,  on  the  supposition  tliat  Wheeler  had  succeeded  and 
we  would  begin  to  detach  to  our  rear. 

Now,  of  all  times,  this  is  the  time  for  our  cavalry  to  do  its  work  well,  and  if 
you  hear  nothing  of  me  before  three  o'clock,  send  a  messenger  to  General  Kil- 
patrick, with  a  note  stating  that  all  things  are  most  favorable  for  his  work ;  to 
break  as  much  of  the  Macon  road  as  he  possibly  can,  and  as  he  swings  back,  to 
rest  on  the  West  Point  road  at  some  point  below  Fairbuin  and  make  another 
big  tear  ap.  If  he  feels  master  of  the  situation  on  the  road  he  cannot  tear  up 
too  much  track  or  twist  too  much  iron.  It  may  save  this  army  making  a  long 
and  hazardous  flank  march. 

Tell  him  what  you  will  do  to-morrow  to  occupy  the  enemy's  infantry  on  their 
flank,  and  assure  him  I  wHl  cause  the  same  along  our  whole  line,  especially  on 
our  extreme  left.  I  will  see  that  General  Gairard  risks  all  he  can  to  amuse 
what  cavalry  the  enemy  has  about  Decatur  and  Stone  mountain. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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[Cipher.  J 
Headuiurters  MiLiTARV  Divrsio\  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Augitst  18,  1S64 — S  p.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington  : 

We  liare  teen  hammering  away  at  Atlanta;  and  I  was  going  to  put  a  corps 
intrenched  at  the  railroad  bridge,  and  with  the  balance  swing  round  by  the 
south  and  east,  bat  Hood  has  sent  off  his  caralry,  which  touched  our  road  at 
two  or  thvee  points,  which  are  already  repaired,  and  that  cavali-y  has  gone  up 
into  EaBt  Tennessee,  leaving  me  now  superior  in  cavalry ;  and  I  hope  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  given  me  will  save  me  the  risli  and  excessive  labor  of  maliing  a  wide 
circuit  in  this  hot  weather.  To-night  General  Kilpatrick  will  start  for  the  Macon 
road  with  five  (5)  brigades  of  cavalry,  which  can  whip  all  the  enemy's  cavaby 
present,  and  to-mon-ow  I  will  demonstrate  along  my  whole  line  to  give  Gteneral 
Kilpatrick  time  to  make  a  good  break  in  that  road  so  vital  to  Hood.  We  all 
feel  confident  that  we  can  succeed,  and  for  that  reason  I  do  not  regret  that 
Wheeler  has  gone  up  into  East  Tennessee.  I  think  we  have  force  enough  at 
Knoxville,  the  gap,  and  Kingstoa  to  hold  vital  points  til!  necessity  will  force 
Wheeler  to  come  back ;  but  I  will  leave  him  to  be  attended  to  by  those  in  my 


W.  T.  SnERMAN", 
Major  General  (hmmanding. 


ETEADaUARTKRS  ArMY  OF  TfiE  Oh[0, 

August  IS,  1864—6,45  p,  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

I  have  extended  my  line  more  than  a  mile,  sahstantially  parallel  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  and  have  a  pretty  good  flauk.     The  enemy's  works  appear  to  be  occu- 

?ied  ocly  in  moderate  force.  They  have  shown  uo  movement  during  the  day, 
propose  to-night  to  draw  out  two  brigades  of  each  division  of  the  14th  corps, 
leaving  oiie  brigade  of  each  division,  including  Hascall's,  to  hold  the  present  lines. 
This  will  give  me  a  movable  force  of  about  eighteen  thousaud  (18,000)  men 
with  \vhich  to  make  my  movement  against  the  enemy's  left.  This  wiU,  of 
course,  make  our  hnes  very  weak,  but  I  reckon  strong  enough  against  any  proba- 
ble attack. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 


Headciuakterb  TJepautme.nt  of  the  Tex\'rssee, 

August  18, 1864. 
Major  Genera!  Shebman  : 

I  have  been  along  my  entire  lino  this  a.  m.  Considerable  artillery  was 
developed  by  the  demonstration,  and  a  strong  skirmish  throughout.  Not  many 
men  can  be  seen  in  the  main  works  in  fiont  of  General  Logan,  but  I  do  not 
think  they  have  been  i-emoved.  The  division  previously  reported  consisted  of 
seven  regiments  of  infantry.  When  last  seen  they  were  moving  opposite  the 
left  of  the  15th  corps,  going  toward:;  our  left.  There  ware  a  great  many  strag- 
glers. 

0.  0.  HOWAED, 

Major  General. 
12* 
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City  Point,  Vihoinia,  August  18,  1864. 
Jlajor  Gcneriil  Shermak: 

Kiclimond  papers  of  the  17tli  ^vo  it  ae  the  opinion  of  military  men  that  At- 
lanta can  hold  out  one  month  yet.  In  the  mean  time,  like  us,  they  espect  some- 
thing to  turn  up.  If  you  can  ho!d  tight  as  you  are  now,  and  prevent  raids 
upon  your  rear,  you  will  destroy  most  of  that  army.  I  never  would  advise  going 
hackward,  even  if  your  roads  are  cut  so  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  receiv- 
ing Buppiies  from  the  north,  but  would  work  to  command  the  accumulation  of 
ordnance  stores  and  supplies  while  you  caa ;  if  it  eomea  to  the  worst,  move 
south,  38  you  suggest. 

I  have  forced  the  enemy  to  move  a  large  force  north  of  the  Jamea,  and  am 
now  moving  one  corps  by  our  left  around  Petersburg.  I  espect  no  great  results, 
bnt  will  probably  cut  the  Weldon  road  again,  and  will  also  demonstrate  to  the 
enemy  that  he  has  now  the  minimum  garrison  possible  to  hold  his  present  linos 
with,  and  tbat  to  hold  his  roads  he  must  re-enforce. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Ideiieenafit  General. 


LCipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Missiesrppi, 

In  tkejield.  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  19,  1864—10.45  a.  m. 
General  Grant,  City  Point  : 

I  have  your  two  despatches  of  14tb  and  16th,  also  that  of  18th.  I  will  never 
take  a  step  backwards,  and  have  no  fears  of  Hood.  I  can  whip  him  outside  of 
his  trenches,  and  think  in  time  I  can  compel  him  to  come  out,  I  think  at  this 
moment  I  have  a  fine  cavalry  force  on  the  only  road  which  can  feed  him,  and, 
if  necessary,  will  swing  my  whole  army  across  it  also. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HaARtii.'AHTKRis  Betaktme-^t  of  the  Te.mnrsske, 

AvguH  19,  1864. 
Major  General  Shebman: 

The  skirmishing  you  hear  is  apparently  between  me  and  the  14th  corps. 


Have  not  heard  from  my  right  yot. 


0.  0.  HOWARD, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Aiigttst  19,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

General  Dodge  is  wounded  in  the  side  of  the  head  by  a  musket  ball;  not 
seriously. 

0.  0,  HOWAED, 

Major  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  TuNwassEE, 

August  19,  1864. 
Major  General  Shebman  ; 

The  firing  to-night  occnired  in  front  of  the  right  of  the  16th  corps.  The  enemy 
attempted  to  capture  our  working  parties.  They  failed.  General  Lightburn  was 
wounded  in  De  Grass's  battery,  in  a  similar  manner  to  General  Dodge,  The 
officers  and  men  on  the  right  of  the  15th  corps  Lave  observed  fires  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Ma«on  since  6  o'clock.  One  of  my  staff  jnst  retuimed  reports  he  saw 
the  fires  still  hitming. 

0.  0.  HOWAED,M<yor  General. 


[Cipliei-.] 

Heauquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejidd,  near  Atlanta,  August  19,  1S64— 7  p.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington  .■ 

1  have  Secretary  Stanton's  despatch  announcing  the  promotion  of  Colonel 
Long,  a  hard-working  and  worthy  cavalry  officer.  We  have  made  heavy  dem- 
onstrations all  day,  especially  on  our  flanks,  to  hold  the  enemy  while  our  cavalry 
is  out  aiter  the  Macon  road.  I  hope  this  time  the  work  will  be  better  done  than 
before.     We  control  all  other  raih-oads. 

General  Dodge  received  a  ball  wound  in  his  forehead,  but  it  ie 
not  setious.     All  well. 

W.  T.  8HERMAX, 
Majftr  General  Commands 


Headquarters  Department  of  thk  CcMBisJiLAjVD, 

Augmt  20,  1864—7,30  p.  m. 
Major  Geaeral  SaERMAK  ; 

I  forwarded  General  Stanley's  report  of  operations  since  3  a.  m,,  about  1  o'clock 
to-day.  He  has  kept  the  enemy  fully  occupied  ever  since  yesterday  noon. 
So  has  Garrard's  brigade.  We  have  made  three  captures  of  reheJ  scouts,  and 
from  papers  found  on  one  of  them  I  infer  Hood  is  exceedingiy  anxious  to  know 
where  oar  left  flank  is  and  its  strength, 

Geary's  signal  of5cer  reports  having  observed  the  light  of  a  large  fire  last  night 
in  the  direction  of  Eough  and  Ready  station  just  before  the  storm  came  on, 
GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major   General. 


Headquakters  Army  op  thb  Ohio, 

August  21,  1864, 
Major  Genera!  Shekmaw  ; 

Prisoners  captured  by  General  Cos  last  evening  report  that  Kiipatriek  struck 
the  railroad  at  Jonesboro'  the  morning  after  he  started.  Very  distant  artillery 
firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Macon  from  our  right  last  evening,  I  have 
heard  nothing  farther  indicative  of  EJlpatrick's  movementa,  Oox  ia  making  a 
demonstration  on  the  right  to  aid  him  on  his  return.  Enemy  ia  using  autiUeiy 
quite  freely  in  front  of  14th  corps  this  morning. 

J,  M.  SCHOFIEI.D, 

Major  General. 
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[Ciplier.J 
HuADtHJARTEBS  MlLlTAIiV  DlVJSIOH  OP  THE  MiSSISSEPPi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Georgia,  Angmi  21, 1864— 10  a.  m. 
General  Haixece,  Washington  : 

Geneva!  Howard  and  I  have  talked  over  the  affaira  of  the  department  of  the 
Tenneaeee,  and  admit  the  wisdom  of  General  Canhy  exorcising  command  of  all 
the  troops  on  the  Mississippi.  To  preserve  organizations  already  existing,  with- 
out materially  diminishing  the  militaiy  force  on  the  Mississippi,  we  ask  that 
certain  fragments  of  regiments  and  hrigades,  not  cjsceeding  in  the  aggregate 
twenty-five  huudred  (2,500)  men,  be  allowed  to  come  to  their  organization  here. 
Also,  if  possible,  that  a  division  of  the  17th  corps,  originally  designated  as  part 
of  General  McPhersoii's  coliimo,  bat  detained  up  Eed  river,  be  also  allowed  to 
come  by  any  route  deemed  advisable  by  General  "Washhume.  To  accomplish 
these  results  General  Howard  sends  to-day  a  staff  ofBcer  to  Louisville  to  confer 
with  you  by  telegraph,  and  then  to  go  to  Memphis  and  accomplish  whatever  you 
may  conclade.  Be  assured  that  General  Howard  and  I  both  cheerfully  concede 
Ruything  that  will  produce  good  results.  I  think  it  would  be  well  not  to  change 
the  limits  of  the  departments,  but  to  have  all  troops  now  belonging  to  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Tennessee  still  make  returns  to  General  Howard,  but  be  subject  to 
the  military  orders  of  General  ,Canhy,  to  whom  they  coald  make  reports  of 
efifctive  force  that  would  satisfy  his  purposes.  All  well.  Expect  to  hear  of 
General  Kilpatrick  every  horn-.     Nothing  further  of  Wheeler. 

"W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 


Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquahtehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,  near  Atlanta,  August  SI,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
General  Steedman,  Chattanooga  : 

1  have  your  despatch  of  to-day,  and  if  a  gun-boat  can  get  up  to  Kingston  it 
would  he  well  to  send  it.  Wheeler  cannot  do  ns  serious  harm  up  thei'O,  and 
cavalry  has  not  the  industry  to  damage  railroads  seriously.  General  Schofield 
thinks  Knoxville  has  provisions  for  three  (3)  mouths,  and  is  very  strongly  forti- 
fied. So  you  need  not  bother  Wheeler  there  further  than  to  keep  him  watched 
by  scouts  and  citizens,  and  let  me  know  his  future  course.  I  don't  want  him  to 
come  back  by  way  of  the  Oostonaula.  Now  is  the  time  to  get  all  your  forces 
in  good  position  to  move  rapidly  against  his  ilank  if  he  comes  back  anywhere 
between  Spring  Place  and  Talking  Kock,  Dalton  is  the  best  point  from  which  to 
watch  him,  and  I  think  it  would  be'well  to  make  abridgeacross  the  Connasauga, 
near  the  mouth  of  Cuoyehuttie,  on  the  road  from  Dalton  to  Spmig  Place,  and 
build  a  small,  hut  strong,  redoubt  between  the  forks  at  the  bridge,  as  a  threat  to 
that  flank.  Idon't  know  the  ground  at  Dalton  or  Spring  Place,  but  by  the  maps. 
I  know  if  yon  have  a  respectable  force  ai  Dallon  and  the  Spring  Place  road, 
fortified  aa  I  describe,  Wheeler  will  not  dare  to  pass  down  this  way.  If  he  go 
into  Kentucky  by  Cumberland  gap  or  Someraet,  there  are  forces  enough  to  attend 
to  him  there.  I  feel  confident  General  Grant  will  give  Lee  enough  to  do,  so  he 
cannot  detach  any  considerable  force  towards  Kiioxville. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding . 


>y  Go  Ogle 


EEPOKT    OF    MAJOR   GENERAL    SHERMAN. 


HKADCiUARTERS  Df.PAKTMENT  op  the  OuMBGRtAND, 

Augmt  22,  1864—7.30  p.  m. 
Major  Ueneml  Shekma.v  : 

General  Kilpatriek  is  about  to  start  for  your  headqaarters.  He  reports  hay- 
ing tora  up  four  miles  eonaectedly  of  raLlroad  between  Kougt  and  Ready  and 
Jonesboro',  and  ten  (10)  miles  at  intervals,  and  destroyed  two  trains,  including 
the  one  destroyed  by  Kline.'  He  virtually  captured  Boss's  brigade,  but  could 
not  bring  the  men  ai^ay.  He  was  attacked  by  Jackson's  cavalry  and  a  divi- 
sion of  infantry,  but  effected  his  escape  before  the  eaemy  could  snrround  him, 
and  brought  off  his  own  artillery,  and  one  piece  of  the  four  captured.  Two 
pieces  and  nine  caissons  were  destroyed  by  him.  He  brought  in  about 
seventy  {70}  prisoners  and  three  battle  flags  and  all  his  own  wounded;  has 
ninety-seven  (97)  killed  and  missing.  Among  thentissiog  four  officers.  Briga- 
dier General  Long  was  wounded  in  two  places.  He  speaks  in  high  terms  of 
the  behavior  of  his  whole  commaud.  Captiiin  Bartlett  is  well  and  on  the  road 
with  bim  to  your  headquarters. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  GeneroJ. 


Ohattanooba,  August  39,  1S64. 
Major  General  ShkriMAN  : 

Wlieeler  is  now  between  the  Hiawassee  and  Little  Tennessee  rivers,  both  too 
high  to  ford.  I  think  I  can  force  him  back  through  the  mountains  toward 
North  Cai-olina  by  concentrating  force  at  Charleston,  and  moving  on  him  from 
that  place.  I  have  force  enou^  and  can  concentrate  them  in  time.  I  await 
your  orders  ;  concentrating  at  Daltoa  as  you  directed. 
Itespectfully, 

JAMES  B.  STEEDMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Hbadciuaeters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

hi  the  field,  mar  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  93, 1864—10  p.  vo. 
General  HalLECK  : 

General  Kilpatrick  is  back.  He  had  pretty  hard  fighting  with  a  division  o' 
infantry  and  three  (3)  brigades  of  cavalry.  He  broke  the  cavalry  iato  diaordei' 
and  captured  a  battery  which  he  deati-oyed,  escept  one  (1)  gun  which  hs 
brought  in,  in  addition  to  all  his  own.  He  also  brought  in  three  captured  flagS 
and  seventy  (70)  prisoners.  He  bad  possession  of  a  large  part  of  Boss's  brig- 
ade, hut  eould  not  encumber  himself  with  them.  He  destroyed  three  (3)  milea 
of  the  road  about  Jonesboro',  and  broke  pieces  for  about  ten  (10)  miles  more, 
enough  to  disable  the  road  for  ten  days. 

I  expect  I  will  have  to  swing  across  to  that  road  in  force  to  make  the  matter 
certain.     General  Eilpatrick  destroyed  two  (8)  locomotive  and  trains. 

It  has  been  very  quiet  with  us  here.  Wheeler  is  about  Athens,  Tennessee, 
and  General  Steedman  will  move  out  against  him  from  Chattanooga. 

W.  T,  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


182  eepoet  of  major  general  sherman. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

1%  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  83,  1864—1.30  p,  m. 
General  Burbridgb,  Louisville: 

I  don't  believe  Wheeler  and  Morgan  are  going  into  Kentucky ;  but  sbould 
tliej,  you  should  be  prepsired  for  them.  Of  course  I  cannot  turn  back  for  a 
cavalry  raid.  If  Colonel  Laibold  held  Wheeler  at  hay  with  four  hundred  (400) 
men  at  Dalton  in  a  redoubt,  you  Eurely  can  hold  him  in  Kentucky  'witU  Gen- 
eral Ammen  and  General  Tillaon  at  Oamberland  gap  and  Kuoxville. 

Get  your  people  well  in  hand,  and  in  no  event  allow  alarm  to  Bpread  in 
Kentucky.  The  enemy  cannot  spare  a  large  force  now  to  invade  Kentucky.  It 
ia  a  raid  designed  to  make  clamor,  and  nothing  more. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  ( 


Headquahtees  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

August  33,  1S64. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  on  hand  supplies  foi  the  grand  movement,  and  only  need  long  enougt 
notice  to  send  my  baggage  wagons  to  the  rear.  I  will  have  the  maps  ahoul 
TJtoy,  Eed  Oak,  &c„  completed  this  evening. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD,  Major  General. 


Heaoquartkrs  Ukpahtmhkt  of  the  Cumberland, 

August  23,  1864. 
Major  General  Shegman  : 

The  teasns  of  my  command  Lave  only  five  (5)  days'  forage  on  hand ;  other- 
wise my  command  will  be  ready  to  commence  the  movement  to-moiTOw,  Colonei 
McKay  tells  me  that  in  three  days  the  whole  army  could  be  supplied  with  ten 
(10)  days'  forage. 

GEO.  H,  THOMAS,  Major  General. 


Hbadquarteus  Depart.-vte^t  of  the  GuMBERLA.\i>, 

August  23,  18G4. 
iajor  General  Shrbman  : 

I  would  like  to  commence  the  movement  without  being  hurried,  and  can  do 
o  by  Thursday  night,  I  think  the  cavalry  ought  to  have  a  little  rest  and  time 
o  shoe  up.  I  will  be  perfectly  prepared  by  Thursday  with  provisions,  and  can 
irrange  to  get  forage  by  Sandtown  the  day  after,  if  forage  comes  down. 

GEO,  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

hi  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  23,  1864 — 11.30  p.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington: 

All  well.  Give  currency  to  the  idea  that  I  am  to  remain  quiet  til!  evenls 
transpire  in  other  quarters,  and  let  the  idea  be  printed,  so  as  to  reach  Riclimond 
in  three  (3)  days.     Tou  understand  the  effect. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,     ■ 
Major  General  Commanding. 


,Google 


REPORT  OF  MAJOE  GENERAL  6HERMAS. 


HrADQUARTERS  MlLlTABY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MlSSISSfFPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  34,  1S64 — 8  a.  m. 
Generals  Thomas,  Schofibld  and  Howakd  : 

I  will  ride  down  to  the  bridge  to-day  to  aee  the  lay  of  ground  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  redoubts  there.  G-o  on  and  make  all  the  preparations  poasible,  so 
that  our  movement  when  begun  may  proceed  rapidly  and  safely.  Our  maps 
should  bo  compiled,  and  aa  many  loads  laid  down  between  Ked  Oak  aud  Jones- 
boro'  as  we  can  be  sure  of  existence, 

W.  T.  8HEEMAN, 
Majm-  General  Commanding. 


Headquahtkr&Militarv  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

A-ugust  24,  1S64. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

A  fire  seems  to  be  raging  in  Atlanta,  diteetion  ten  (10)  degrees  south  of  east 
from  my  tree.  Can  aee  heated  air  rising  in  dense  columns  ;  seems  to  be  spreading. 
Town  is  filled  with  smoke. 

d  my  heavy  guns  to  five  on  the  town. 

0.  0.  HOWARD. 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headwuartbrs  Mu.itakv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  34,  1S64 — 7.16  p.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington; 

Heavy  fires  ia  Atlanta  all  day,  caused  by  our  artillery.  I  will  bo  all  ready 
and  will  commence  the  movement  round  Atlanta  by  the  south  to-morrow  night, 
and  for  some  time  you  will  hear  little  of  me.  I  will  keep  open  courier  line  with 
Chattahoochee  bridge  by  way  of  Saadtown.'  20th  corps  will  hold  the  bridge,  and 
I  will  move  with  the  balance  of  the  army  provisioned  for  twenty  (SO)  days. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[CiiihOT.] 


HEAmauARTERS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Augv^t  34,  1864—3  p.  m. 
General  R.  S.  Granger,  Decatur,  Alabama: 

I  am  satisfied  the  enemy  designs  to  make  desperate  attempts  on  our  road.  I 
have  your  despatch,  aad  think  it  probable  Roddy  is  over  there  ;  also  Clauton. 
Do  the  best  you  can  and  keep  Gteneral  Rousseau  advised.  Cavalry  usually  do 
so  little  damage  to  a  road  that  it  can  be  repaired  faster  than  they  damage  it. 
Guard  well  the  vital  points,  such  as  biidges  and  tunnels,  and  when  the  enemy 
scatters,  as  he  is  sure  to  do,  pitch  into  bia  detachments. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


REPORT   OF   MAJOR   GENERAL    8HERMAH. 


[Cipher.] 

HaADnunRTERS  Military  Divisiox  of  thk  Mississippi, 

Jffl  the  field,  near  East  Point,  Gii.,  Av-gust  2G,  1864 — 6.45  p.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington: 

I  liave  moved  the  20th  coi-pa  to  tha  Chattahoochee  bridge,  where  it  is  intrench- 
ed, and  with  the  balance  of  the  army  am  moving  for  Jonesboro',  on  the  Macon 
road.  Last  night  we  made  the  first  move  without  ti'ouble ;  to-night  we  make  the 
second;  and  the  third  will  place  tho  army  massed  near  Fairhom.  If  Hood  at- 
tacks he  must  come  out,  which  is  ali  we  ask.     All  well  thus  far. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


nt!,vDmiARTGRs  Military  Divisiopj  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the. field,  Red  Oak,  Georgia,  August  38,  1864 — 6.45  p.  m, 

Ge?jeral:  We  will  remain  here  to  mirriw  I  wi-h  therailroad  tborougily 
destroyed  as  far  forwaid  p  U  and  t  th  a  until  you  meet  Geceral 
Howard's  troops.     Let  th    d    t      ti  a  b         th  h  that  not  a  rail  or  tie  cau 

be  used  agalu.     My  own     sp  d  m  n  t  at     th    proper  method  to  be  to 

march  a  regiment  to  th  ad  ta  k  arm  I  n  tw  (  )  rails  opposite  the  right 
and  two  (S)  opposite  t!  1  ft  f  th  g  m  nt  th  n  t  heave  the  whole  track, 
rails  and  ties,  over,  breakmg  t  all  t    p  th  n  p  1    the  ties  in  the  oalure  of 

ci-ib-work,  and  lay  the  rails  over  them ,  then  by  means  of  fence-rails  make  a 
bon'fire,  and  when  the  rails  are  red-hot  let  men  give  the  rail  a  twist,  which  can- 
not he  straightened  without  machinery.  Also  fill  up  some  of  the  cuts  with 
heavy  logs  and  trunks  of  trees  and  branches,  and  cover  up  and  fill  with  dirt. 
Please  give  minute  instructions  on  this  subject  to-night,  and  have  the  work 
commenced  as  early  in  the  morning  as  possible,  taking  proper  precautions  also 
to  guard  against  attack  on  either  of  the  working  parties  or  the  general  position. 

General  Howard  has  received  similar  instructions,  and  General  Sohofield 
will  ho  moved  to  your  left  front. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  Genial  Commanding. 

Major  General  Thomas,  Commanding. 


HBADaUARTEBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field.  Red  Oak,  Ga.,  Avgust  S8,  1864 — 6.45  p.  m. 
General:  Colonel  Wilson  is  here.  I  wrote  you  by  Captain  Knox.  Our 
movement  haa  been  slower  on  the  left,  on  account  of  the  proximity  to  the  enemy 
and  a  necessity  for  greater  caution.  General  Thomas  is  in  position  ;  his  two 
corps  crossing  the  railroad  and  feeing  Atlanta.  General  Schofleld  still  remains 
about  Mount  Gilead  church.  We  will  remain  on  the  road  to-morrow  and  break 
it  in  the  most  thorough  manner  possible.  General  Thomas  will  work  forward 
and  break  to  you.  I  want  you  to  do  the  best  job  of  railroad  destniction  on  rec- 
ord, using  General  Kilpatrick  to  cover  yon  while  at  work,  and  to  explore  roads 
to  the  east,  and  make  such  reoonnoissauce  towards  Oampbeiiton  as  will  be  use- 
ful to  ns  in  the  future.  Also  fill  up  some  cuts  in  the  railroad'  with  logs  and 
trees,  and  cover  with  dirt,  so  we  may  rest  perfectly  satisfied  as  regards  the  use 
of  this  railroad  durtDg  the  remainder  of  this  campaign. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


REPORT  OP  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN.         185 

It  is  more  important  that  each  bar  of  iron  should  be  heated  and  twisted  than 
that  a  gieat  amouat  of  imperfect  work  be  done ;  for  if  the  iron  can  be  used  agaiu 
in  this  wooded  country,  ties  can  be  easily  snpplied. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  IIowakd,  Commanding,  i^c. 


Hbadqdartebs  Military  Division  of  the  Messissippi, 

fe  ike  field,.  Red  Oak,  Ga.,  August  29,  1S64 — 3  p.  m. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Commanding  Army  Cumberland  : 

I  have  seen  General  Howard.  You  will  move  to-morrow  for  Shoal  Creek 
church  and  on  to  the  road  leading  from  Decatur  to  Fayettevilte,  half  way  from 
Morrow's  mill  and  the  fienfro  place  (Oouoh's.)  Move  the  head  of  your  column 
by  Mrs,  Long's  place,  taking  care  to  leave  room  for  General  Schofield  to  pass 
the  same  point  up  towards  Morrow's  mUl.  Please  report  l»^me  if  GeniTals 
Davis  or  StaiJey  moved  towards  East  Point  far  enough  to  seeuie  the  road  by 
which  I  design  General  Schoiield  to  move,  viz  :  from  D,  Mim'e,  up  along  the 
railroad  to  the  road  represented  aa  leading  down  to  Mrs.  Long's.  General 
Howard  starts  at  7  a.  m,  I  would  like  you  to  reach  Shoal  Greek  church  as 
early  aa  10  a.  m.  at  farthest,  to  cover  General  Howard's  movement,  who  will, 
if  possible,  reach  Jonesboro'  to-morrow. 
Yours,  &c„ 

W.  T.  SHEEMAl^,  _ 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headu'iahtkhs  Military  Division  of  the  Mi;srpsip?j, 

In  the  field,  near  Red  Oak,  August  29,  1S64— 8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Schofield: 

I  have  been  down  to  General  Howard.  The  railroad  is  well  broken  down 
two  and  a  half  (2^)  miles  below  Fairbiim,  which  is  six  (6)  miles  from  here. 
Several  cuts  are  also  filled  with  trees,  rocks,  and  earth. 

We  will  move  to-morrow  for  our  next  objective.  General  Howard  will  move 
for  Jonesboro';  General  Thomas  by  way  of  Shoal  Creek  church,  Mrs.  Long's, 
and  Couch's,  on  the  road  from. Morrow's  mill,  towards  Fayetteville.  I  want  yon 
to  cover  the  movement  with  your  two  (3)  divisions  and  the  cavalry  of  General 
Garrard,  It  may  be  best  for  you  to  occupy  the  parapets  made  by  Generals  Stan- 
ley and  Davis  nntil  your  ti'aine  are  well  towards  Shoal  Creek  church,  and  then 
move  towards  any  strong  position  south  and  west  of  Morrow's  mill,  covering 
the  Decatur  road  and  in  comraanicatioa  with  General  Thomas  at  Couch's.  I 
don't  know  how  far  towards  East  Point  Generals  Stanley  and  Davis  went  to- 
day, but  if  you  can  I  waot  you  to  gain  your  position  via  D.  Mim's  and  the  road 
across  by  Mrs,  Long's.  If  you  tind  this  diificult,  maintain  a  defensive  position 
till  the  trains  are  wol!  out,  and  then  follow  General  Thomas's  movement  as  far 
as  Long's,  and  thence  to  the  oue  described. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cmnmanding. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


186  EEPOET    OF    MAJOE    GENERAL    SHERMAN. 

[Cipher.] 

HEAoauARTEBS  MiLiTAEV  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Couch's  House,  August,  31,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 
General  Halleck  : 

At  ttis  time  I  would  not  suggest  a  change  ia  the  geographical  lines  of  th^ 
departments  of  Ohio  and  Cumberland,  because  Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield 
are  now  in  actual  battle  aad  cannot  give  ■fheir  attention  to  the  necessary  details; 
I  will  see  both  of  them  to-day,  and  will  then  communicate  my  opinion. 

We  reached  the  West  Point  road  and  broke  up  twelve  miles  of  it  thoronghly, 
then  maiched  on  a  big  left  wheel  for  the  Macon  road ;  General  Schofield,  on  the 
left,  mming  for  Rough  and  Ready;  General  Thomas's  centre  and  General  How- 
ard's right  aiming  for  Jonesboro'.  The  left  and  centre,  as  yet,  have  met 
with  little  or  no  opposition,  hut  General  Howard  has  fought  two  brigades  of 
cavaby  all  the  way  from  Fairburn.  Last  night  darkness  overtook  him  with- 
in a  mile  of  Jonesboro',  having  pushed  the  cavalry  so  close  that  he  secured  the 
Flint  river  hridge. 

To-day  I  press  at  all  points,  hnt  expect  to  make  a  lodgement  on  the  road  at 
or  below  Jonesboro',  when  I  propose  to  swing  the  whole  army  upon  it,  and 
break  it  all  to  pieces.  I  expect  and  am  prepared  for  hard  fighting,  and  have 
the  army  well  in  hand. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

ht  the  field,  near  Jonesboro',  Ga.,  August  31,  1864 — 11  p.  m.* 
Geivehal  ;  I  wish  you  would  instruct  General  Slocum  at  the  bridge  to  feel 
forward  to  Atlanta  as  boldly  as  he  can  by  the  direct  road  leading  from  the  bridge, 
and  to  send  any  cavalry  force  he  can  raise  over  towards  Decatur,  to  watch  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  in  that  c^uai'ter.  Advise  him  fully  of  the  situation  of 
aifairs  here,  and  assure  him  that  we  will  fully  occupy  the  attention  of  the  rebel 
army  outside  of  Atlanta, 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Thomas, 

"  "  ^  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Jonesboro',  September  1,  1864. 
General  :  In  order  that  no  doubt  may  exist  as  to  future  operations,  I  wish  your 
army  to  press  directly  after  the  enemy,  southward,  with  a]l  the  speed  and  vigor 
possible,  till  we  i-each  Griffin,  where  I  will  make  new  orders.  I  regret  to  learn  that 
General  Stanley  remained  to-day  for  hours  ou  the  railroad  awaiting  orders  when 
he  heard  firing  heavy  to  his  front  and  right.  I  may  be  in  error,  but  such  is 
reported  to  me  by  Captain  Audenreid  and  OaptaJn  Poe.  I  knew  you  had  given 
him  orders,  and  think  we  should  not  overlook  it,  I  don't  know  why  Stanley 
could  not  have  pushed  along  the  railroad  whilst  General  Davis  was  heaviiy  en- 
gaged, and  absolutely  enveloped  the  enemy  in  Jonesboro'.  Now  he  has  time  to 
fortify,  and  we  may  be  compelled  to  modify  all  our  plans.  If  General  Stanley 
lost  a  minute  of  time  when  he  should  have  been  in  action,  I  beg  you  will  not 
overlook  it,  as  it  concerns  the  lives  of  our  men  and  the  success  of  our  arms. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Geaeral  Davia'a  attack,  though  some  hours  later  than  I  expected,  waa  Etilj 
spirited  and  good,  and  was  measurahly  snceessful. 

I  Bnppose  now  the  rebel  General  Stewart  has  made  his  junction,  which  im- 
proves oar  chances  at  Atlanta,  hut  gives  us  harder  work  out  here. 

Please  renew  your  orders  to  General  Slocum  to  make  a  dash  at  Atlanta  before 
the  enemy  has  time  to  haul  off  the  artillery  and  stores. 
Toura,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAK", 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Oiimherland. 


HEADaUABTERS  MlLTTABV  DIVISION  OF  THli  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Jonesboro',  Ga.,  September  1,  1864. 

General  :  From  reports  of  my  staff  I  think  enough  of  the  railroad  h  is  been 
broken,  until  we  have  conquered  the  army  now  lyiug  at  Joneaboro'.  We  had 
pretty  hard  fighting  with  them  this  afternoon,  and  I  think  had  all  our  force 
been  engaged  we  would  have  beaten  them,  but  now  Stewart's  corps  will  effect 
its  junction,  and  the  enemy  will  fortify.  Tet  he  may  underrate  onr  strength,  and 
I  wish  you,  to-morrow  early,  to  get  over  to  the  northeast  of  Joneaboro'  and  ap- 
proach from  that  quarter;  and  should  the  enemy  retreat,  follow  him  with  energy, 
hanging  on  his  left  Sank ;  follow  roads  east  of  the  railroad  as  far  as  Griffin. 

General  Thomas  will  foUow  the  raiboad  substantially,  and  Howard  will  keep 
to  the  right.  I  don't  see  why  the  enemy  should  elect  to  hold  Jonesboro'  defen- 
sively, as  we  have  broken  hia  road;  ao  if  you  find  him  intrenched  don't  aasault, 
but  feel  below  the  town.  General  Howard  has  Gteneral  Blair's  corps  with  Kil- 
patrick's  cavalry  across  Flint  river  feeling  out  for  the  railroad  below  Jonesboro'. 
If  you  think  Btewait'a  corps  has  passed  i-ound  by  the  east  from  Atlanta  and 
joined  Hood  at  Jonesboro',  you  may  order  Garrard  up  to  act  with  you  around 
to  the  south  of  Jonesboro';  but  if  there  be  anything  to  our  rear,  keep  Sim  holding 
all  roads  by  which  Hardee  or  Hood  (both  are  now  represented  as  present}  can 
receive  re- enforcements  from  the  rear.  At  all  events,  call  Garrard  close  up,  that 
he  may  be  within  reach,  if  needed,  which  will  be  the  case  if  the  enemy  retreat 
to-morrow.  His  movemejits  are  so  slow  that  you  had  better  send  to  him  to-night 
specific  orders, 

Kow  that  the  army  ia  united,  you  are,  of  course,  subject  to  no  one's  ordei-s  but 
mine.  But  if  fighting  occurs,  or  you  have  a  chance  to  attack,  the  orders  are 
always  to  attack.  We  don't  care  about  Jonesboro',  but  we  want  to  destroy  our 
enemy. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio. 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Jonesboro',  Qa.,  September  1,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

General:  In  order  that  you  may  act  advisedly,  I  will  merely  state  that 

Jonesboro'  ia  of  no  value  to  na,  bat  we  are  now  trying  to  cripple  and  destroy 

the  army  now  there.     General  Tliomas  will  puab  him  in  the  direction  of  the 

railroad  south,  General  Schofield  will  operate  on  the  east,  and  yon  on  the  west 
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of  the  railroad.  If  lie  rofrcata,  we  will  follow  without  halt  or  delay,  if  pi 
to  Gi'iffiu.  If  ho  remains  iu  Joneabovo',  we  mast  envelop  him  and  destroy  his 
commtinieationa  south,  as  they  are  alreacly  destroyed  north.  Yoar  troops  are 
now  well  disposed,  and  General  Blair  can  do  good  service  hy  feeling  out  and 
reaching  the  railroad,  if  possible.  He  should  rtot  be  content  with  a  cavalry 
hreak,  but  one  of  some  extent,  and  well  done.  Send  word  to  Osterhaus  to  have 
his  artillery  oiEeers  listen  for  the  cars  to-night,  and  if  heard,  to  open  artillery 
on  them  at  random. 

If  the  enemy  retreats,  I  think  you  could  make  best  progress  by  marching 
rapidly  to  Fayetteville,  and  then  toward  Griffin,  following  on  the  flanks  of  the 
euemy.  I  suppose  the  bridge  is  destroyed,  but  General  Thomas  has  a  pontoon 
train  that  could  reach  there  in  a  day.  This  train  is  at  Renfrew's,  (Renfro's,)  eight 
(8)miles  from  Fayetteville,  from  which  there  are  several  roads  across  Flint  river, 
the  one  fulfilling  most  conditions  being  the  one  towards  Fayetteville  station. 
Still,  if  you  can  learn  of  roada  east  of  Flint  river  that  will  be  available,  and  yet 
not  bring  yon  in  contact  with  General  Thome's  troops,  it  would  be  the  safer, 
as  all  the  army  will  then  he  together,  and  no  part  separated  by  an  impassable 
stream.  Should  the  enemy  remain  in  Jonesboro'  to-morrow  hold  your  line  as 
now,  and  give  to  General  Blair's  movements  all  the  force  you  can. 
Yours,  truly, 

W,  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ten 


nEADUiiARTERS  Military  DrvisroN  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Lov^oy's,  Seplemher  2,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Schofield  : 

I  have  strong  evidence  that  the  enemy  blew  up  his  magazines  and  abandoned 
the  place  of  Atlanta  to  General  Slocum.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  unnecessary  for  us 
to  go  farther  at  this  stage.  I  have  parties  breaking  up  the  railroad  from  Jones- 
boro' to  our  lines,  and  to-morrow  wish  yon  to  feel  for  the  McDonongh  road,  so 
as  to  command  it  if  possible,  but  keep  up  strong  connexion  with  General  Stan- 
ley, and  do  not  assault  works  of  the  enemy.  If  he  gives  you  a  fair  chance 
ptinish  him.  I  have  couriera  back  to  ascertain  the  exact  state  of  affairs  in 
Atlanta,  and  wHl  he  governed  by  what  I  hear. 

W.  T.  SHERMAJf, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbahuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Lovejoy's,  September  2,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Howard  : 

You  know  that  General  Garrard  reports  General  Sloenm  in  possession  of 
Atlanta.  I  have  sent  couriers  to  learn  the  exact  truth.  If  it  be  so,  we  do  not 
care  about  pushing  the  enemy  any  further  at  this  time. 

Had  we  prevented  him  making  intrenchments  it  would  have  been  well,  but 
as  he  has  a  strong  line  I  do  not  wish  to  waste  lives  by  aa  assault.  You  may, 
therefore,  order  the  skirmishers  close  up,  but  hold  your  lines  so  as  not  to  suffer 
much.  If  the  enemy  he  gone  in  the  morning,  occupy  bis  lines  to  your  front, 
and  await  orders. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


j()0' 
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HEAOQtARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Lovejoy't,  Ga.,  September  2,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

Until  we  hear  from  Atlanta  the  exaet  truth,  I  do  not  care  ahout  your  pushing 
your  men  against  breastworks.  Destroy  the  railroad  well  up  to  your  lines,  keep 
BkiimiBhers  well  up,  and  bold  your  troops  in  hand  fur  anything  that  may  tarn 
up.  As  soon  as  I  know  positively  that  our  troops  are  in  Atlanta  I  will  deter- 
mine what  to  do. 

I  have  ordered  Geoeral  Sehofield  to  feel  for  the  McDonough  road,  to  pi-eveiit 
re-fuforcements  coming  to  the  enemy  from  that  direction. 


tCip)iw~Bj  courier  to  Atkcta.] 

HeaDqcarters  Military  Division  of  ths  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Lov^oy's  Station,  36  inUes 

smith  ijf  Atlanta,  September  S,  1864. 
Miijor  General  IIallecK,  Washingtffn,  D.  C: 

As  already  reported,  the  aimy  drew  from  about  Atlanta,  and  on  the  30th  had 
made  a  good  break  of  the  Weet  Point  railroad,  and  readied  a  good  position 
fiom  which  to  strike  the  Macon  railroad — the  right,  Greneral  Howard,  neai  Jones- 
horo';  the  left.  General  Sehofield,  near  Rough  and  Heady;  and  centre.  Gen- 
eral Thomas,  at  Conch's,  Gener^  Howard  found  the  enemy  in  force  at  Jones- 
horo;  intrenched  hia  troops,  the  salient  ■within  a  half  a  mile  of  the  railroad. 
Tlie  enemy  attacked  him  at  S  p.  m.,  and  was  easily  repulsed,  leaving  his  dead 
and  wonaded.  l^^ding  strong  opposition  on  the  right,  I  advanced  the  left  and 
centre  rapidly  to  the  railroad ;  made  a  good  lodgement,  and  broke  it  all  the  way 
from  Eough  and  Beady  down  to  Howard's  left,  near  Jonesboro',  and  by  the 
same. movement  I  Interposed  my  whole  ai-my  between  Atlanta  and  the  part  of  the 
enemy  iatrenched  in  and  arotmd  Jonesboio'.  We  made  a  general  attack  on 
the  enemy  at  Jonesboro'  on  the  1st  of  September,  the  14th  corps,  Geaeral  Jeff. 
C.  Davis,  canying  the  works  handsomely  with  ten  (10)  guns,  and  about  a 
IhousaBd  prisouei-s.  In  the  night  the  enemy  retieated  south,  and  we  have 
followed  him  to  another  of  his  well-choaeu  aud  hastily  constructed  lines,  near 
Lovejoy'B.  Hood,  at  Atlanta,  finding  me  on  his  road,  the  only  one  that  conld 
snpply  him,  and  betv.'een  him  and  a  considerable  part  of  his  army,  blew  up  hifi 
magazines  in  Atlanta,  and  left  in  the  night  time,  when  the  80th  corps.  General 
Slocum,  took  possession  of  the  place.     So  Atlanta  is  ours,  and  fairly  won. 

I  shall  not  push  mnch  further  on  this  raid,  hut  in  a  day  or  so  will  move  back 
to  Atlanta,  and  give  my  men  some  rest. 

Since  the  5th  of  May  we  have  been  in  one  constant  battle  or  Bkirmish,  and 
need  rest.  Our  losses  will  not  exceed  twelve  hundred,  (1,200,)  and  we  have 
possession  of  over  three  hundred  (300)  rebel  dead,  two  hundred  and  fifty  (250) 
wonnded,  and  over  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  well  prisoners. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
adajirr  General  Commanding. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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[Ciplier.] 

HEADmiABTHRg  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Lovejoy's  Station,  September  3,  i&64. 
Major  G-eneral  Slocdm,  Atlanta,  Georgia; 

Have  all  the  stores  moved  forward  from  Alktoona  and  Marietta  to  Atlanta, 
take  possession  of  all  good  bnildinga  for  goyernment  purposes,  and  see  they 
are  not  need  as  quarters.  Advise  the  people  to  quit  now.  There  can  be  no 
trade  or  commerce  until  the  war  is  over.  Let  Union  families  go  t^  the  north 
with  their  effects,  and  "secesh"  families  move  on.  Cotton  must  all  goto  Nash- 
ville as  United  States  property,  and  pretended  claimants  may  collect  testimony 
for  the  pursuit  of  the  proceeds  of  sale  after  they  reach  the  United  States 
treasury  in  money. 

y.  T.  SHEEMAN. 
Major  Ge7i,eral  Vommanding. 


[Ciplicr.] 


Read^uartees  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  nearLov^oy'a,  Ga.,  September  4,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington: 

The  SOth  corps  now  occupies  Atlanta  and  the  Chattahoochee  bridges.  The 
main  army  is  now  here,  grouped  below  Jonesboro'.  The  enemy  hold  a  line 
facing  us,  with  front  well  covered  by  parapets,  and  flanks  covered  by  Walnut 
creek  on  the  right,  and  a  confluent  of  Flint  river  on  his  left.  Hie  position  is 
too  strong  to  attack  in  front,  and  to  tura  it  would  carry  me  too  far  from  our 
base  at  this  time ;  besides,  there  is  oo  commensurate  object,  as  there  is  no  valu- 
able point  to  his  rear  till  we  reach  Macon,  one  hundred  and  tlu-ee  (103)  miles 
from  Atlanta.  We  are  not  prepaa-ed  for  that,  and  I  will  gradually  fall  back  and 
occupy  Atlanta,  which  was,  and  is,  onr  grand  objective  point  already  aecm-e. 

For  the  fnture,  I  propose  that  of  the  drafted  men  I  receive  my  due  share, 
say  fifty  thonsand  (60,000-.)  That  an  equal  or  greater  number  go  to  General 
Canby,  who  should  now  proceed  with  all  energy  to  get  Montgomery,  and  the 
reach  of  the  Alabama  river,  above  Selma,  that  when  I  know  he  can  move  on 
Coluinhns,  G-eorgia,  I  move  oa  La  Grange  and  West  Point,  keeping  to  the  east 
of  the  Chattahoochee  i  that  weformajunetion;  repair  roads  to  Montgomery,  and 
open  up  the  Appaiachicola  and  Chattahocliee  rivers  to  Columbus,  and  move  from 
it  as  a  base  straight  on  Macon.  This  campaign  can  be  made  in  the  winter, 
and  we  can  safely  rely  on  the  corn  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee  to  supply 
forage. 

If  the  Tensas  channel  of  the  Alabama  river  can  be  used.  General  Gardner, 
with  his  rebel  garrison,  could  continue  to  hold  Mobile  for  our  use  when  we 
want  it.  I  propose  to  move  all  the  inhabitants  of  Atlanta,  sending  those  com- 
mitted to  our  cause  to  the  rear,  and  the  rebel  families  to  the  front.  I  will  allow 
no  trade,  manufactories,  or  any  citizen  there  at  all,  so  that  we  will  have  the  entire 
use  of  the  raih-oad  back,  as  also  such  cora  aad  forage  as  may  be  reached  by  our 
troops. 

If  the  people  raise  a  howl  against  my  barbarity  and  cruelty,  I  y.'ill  answer 
that  war  is  war,  and  not  popularity-seeking.  If  they  want  peace,  they  aad 
their  relatives  ntwst  stop  the  war. 

W.  T.  9HEBMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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City  PomT,  Va„  September  4,  1864—9  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  Lave  jast  received  your  deapatcli  aaaouacing  the  capture  of  Atlauta.  In 
honor  of  your  great  victory,  I  have  ordered  a  salute  to  he  fired  with  shotted 
gans  from  every  batteiy  bearing  npon  the  enemy.  The  salute  will  be  fired 
within  an  hour,  amidst  great  rejoicing. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Tjieute.nant  General. 


Washingto\,  D.  C,  Sepiemher  5,  1S61 — 10.55  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  to  you  the  following  ori^era  which  were 
made  Saturday  by  the  Preaideot  on  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Atlanta. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

EXBC0TEVB  Mansion,  September  3,  1864. 

II  e  iidtnnal  thmk'i  aie  ti.ndrred  by  the  President  to  Major  General  W.  T, 
Siipnnan  ind  tlie  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  command,  before  Atlanta, 
frj  the  diBtiaguished  ability,  courage,  and  perseverance  displayed  in  the  cam- 
paign in  Georgia,  which,  under  Divine  favor,  has  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
Atlanta  The  miiches,  battles,  sieges,  and  other  military  operations  that  have 
3ignil  zed  the  campaign  mu'^t  render  it  famous  in  the  annals  of  war,  and  have 
entided  those  who  have  participated  therein  to  the  applause  and  thanks  of  the 
nation 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 
President  of  Ike  United  States. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  3,  1S64. 

Ordered — 1.  That  on  Monday,  the  5tli  day  of  September,  commencing  at  the 
honrof  12  o'clock  noon,  there  shall  be  given  a  salute  of  one  hundred  (100)  guns  at 
the  arsenal  and  navy  yard,  Washington ;  and  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  of  Septem- 
ber, or  on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order,  at  ea«h  arsenal  aad  navy  yard 
in  the  United  States,  for  the  recent  brilliant  achievements  of  the  fleet  and  land 
forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  and  in  the  redaction  of  Eort 
Powell,  Port  Gaines,  and  Foi-t  Morgan.  The  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  will  iasne  the  necessary  directions  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments for  the  exectftion  of  this  order. 

2.  That  on  Wednesday,  the  7th  of  September,  commencing  at  the  bom'  of  12 
o'clock  noon,  there  shall  be  fired  a  salute  of  one  hundred  guns  at  the  arsenal  at 
Wnahingtoo,  and  at  New  Tork,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Pittsburg,  New- 
port, Kentucky,  and  St.  Loois,  and  New  Orleans,  Mobile  and  Peusaeola,  Hilton 
Head  and  Newbem,  the  day  afier  the  receipt  of  this  order,  for  the  brilliant 
achievements  of  the  army  under  command  of  Major  General  Sherman,  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  for  the  capture  of  Atlanta.  The  Secretary  of  Wat  will 
issue  directions  for  the  execution  of  this  order. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 
President  of  tJie  United  States. 
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[Cipliov.] 

HEADyUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,,  near  Joneshoro",  Ga.,  Be2?temher  0,  1864. 
General  Grant,  City  Point,  Virginia: 

I  have  received  your  despatch,  and  will  communicate  it  to  the  troopa  in  gene- 
ra! orders.  We  are  gradually  falling  hiwjk  to  Atlanta,  feeding  high  on  the  com- 
fields  of  the  confederacy.  I  will  he  in  Atlanta  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  com- 
mnnicate  fully  with  yon,  I  have  always  felt  that  you  would  personally  take 
more  pleasure  in  my  success  than  in  your  own,  and  I  reciprocate  the  feeling  in 
itB  fullest  extent. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Qeneral  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 
Headquaktebs  Military  BivisioN  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thcjield,  near  Joneshoro',  SfptemJjer  6,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

I  have  juat  received  your  telegram,  and  shall  announce  it  to  the  whole  army, 
preceded  by  the  expression  :  "  The  general  commanding  announces  to  the  army 
with  pride  and  satisfaction,"  and  followed  by  "  a!!  corps,  regiments,  and  batteries 
may,  without  further  notice,  inscribe '  Atlanta'  on  their  colors."  We  are  moving 
back  to  Atlanta  slowly,  making  good  use  of  tife  cornfields,  which  our  animals 
needed,  and  to  prevent  a  boast  of  the  enemy  that  we  were  in  a  hurry.  I  have 
burned  a  good  deal  of  cotton,  but  will  save  enough  to  pay  the  expense  of  the 


salute. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher,] 

Mradquartbrs  Military  'Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  8,  18G4. 
General  Hallece,  WaskiTigtofi  ; 

General  Thomas  is  in,  and  his  troops  are  now  grouping  about  Atlanta.  Gene- 
ra! Schofield  has  also  arrived,  and  has  gone  to  place  his  troops  iu  Decatur.  I  have 
not  yet  heard  from  General  Howard,  but  suppose  him  to  be  at  East  Point.  I 
have  just  ridden  to  see  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  lines,  ivhieh  are  very  strong,  and 
demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  our  mode  and  manner  of  attack. 

I  have  but  little  news  of  Wheeler,  except  that  last  night  General  Steedman 
was  at  Athena,  Alabama,  and  Wheeler  waa  supposed  to  he  crossing  the  Tennea- 
see,  towards  the  south,  about  Lamb's  ferry.  Generals  Rousseau,  Granger,  and 
Bteedmau  have  enough  troops  to  handle  Wheeler,  and  I  suppose  the  railroad 
will  soon  be  repaired.  We  have  enough  stores  for  a  month,  and  I  feel  no  un- 
easiness on  that  score;  yet  if  ceceaaary  I  can  send  some  troopa  to  the  rear.  I 
telegraphed  you  yesterday  that  you  could  use  General  A.  J.  Smith,  as  proposed, 
to  act^agmust  Price  in  Missouri.  We  ai-e  well,  and  have  no  doubt,  after  a  short 
rest,  will  bo  impatient  again  to  sally  forth  in  search  of  adventure. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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[Cipher.] 
Hkadquartess  Mflitary  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

]n  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Septemler  8,  1864. 
G-caoral  Wgbstbb,  Nashville : 

Don't  let  any  citizens  come  to  Atlanta,  not  one.  I  won't  allow  trade  or  man- 
ufactures of  any  kind,  but  will  remove  all  the  present  population,  and  make  At- 
lanta a  pure  military  town.     Give  public  notice  to  this  effect. 

Ueneral  Thomas's  army  is  now  in  and  around  Atlanta ;  General  Howard  at 
East  Point,  and  General  Schofield  at  Decatur,  I  want  Wheeler  cleaned  out, 
llio  roads  repaired,  and  everything  to  the  rear  made  right.  Send  forward  pay- 
masters. If  the  Sanitary  Connmission  have  stores,  let  them  be  sent  to  the  agent 
at  Chattanooga,  wheace  we  can  draw  as  fast  as  we  need. 

Hood's  army  retreated  towards  Macoa,  but  will,  I  suppose,  halt  about  Griffin. 
I  was  uniDrepared  to  follow  below  Lovejoy's,  twenty-eight  (28)  miles  south  of 
Atlanta,  for  we  have  been  fighting  constantly  since  about  the  7th  of  May,  and 
tlie  men  need  rest  and  quiet.  Onr  last  move  was  beautiful  and  perfectly  suc- 
cessful, as  you  observe  from  our  occupation  of  tlie  famous  Atlanta.  We  have 
already  found  nineteen  (19)  guns,  and  othersare  beingfound  daily.  At  Jones- 
boro',  at  the  battle,  we  took  two  four  (4)  gun  batteries,  and  in  the  whole  move  have 
near  three  thoosand  (3,000)  prisoners.  We  killed  about  five  bundred  (500)  at 
Jonesboro',  and  wounded  about  twenty-five  hundred  (2,500.)  Our  entire  loss 
since  begianing  the  movement  wil!  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  (1,500.) 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Gene 


[Cipher,] 

IIeaLIQUARTEES  MiLlTABY  DIVISION  OF  THE  HJlSSISSIPPI, 

In  thejidd,,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Sept<M)iher  9,  1864. 
(Jeneral  Halleck,  Washington : 

All  our  troops  are  now  in  position,  comfortable  and  well.  In  a  day  or  two  I 
will  have  telegraphic  communication  from  Roswell  round  to  Sandtowu,  and  can 
act  promptly,  A  few  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  followed  us  from  Rough  and 
Keady,  and  last  evening  General  Hood  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  asking  to  exchange 
prisoners.  I  have  about  two  thousand  (2,000)  in  hand,  and  will  exchange  if  he 
will  make  a  fair  deal.  I  have  sent  out  my  inspector  general  to  confer  and  agree 
and  to  make  arraiigements  for  the  exodus  of  citizens.  I  am  not  willing  to  have 
Atlanta  enciunbered  by  the  families  of  our  enemies ;  I  want  it  a  pure  Gibraltar, 
and  will  have  it  so  by  tfae  first  of  October. 

I  think  Generals  Rousseau  and  Steedman  are  stirring  Wheeler  up  pretty  well, 
and  I  hope  they  will  make  an  end  of  him,  as  Gillen  has  oP  Morgan.  I  have 
ordered  renewed  activity,  and  to  show  no  mercy  to  guerillas  or  railroad  break- 
ers. It  makes  a  world  of  difference  if  "  my  bull  gores  your  ox  or  your's  mine." 
Weather  beautifal,  and  aU  things  seem  bright 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 
Hbadqoarters  Militahy  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Septe/nber  10,  1864. 
General  Oanby,  New  Orleans  : 

Despatch  of  29th  received.    I  got  Atlanta  by  a  couple  of  good  moves.    Ton 
succeeded  at  Fort  Morgan  sooner  than  I  expected.     We  must  nave  the  Alabama 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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I'iver  DOW  and  a!so  the  Appalachicola  at  the  old  arsenal,  and  up  to  Columbus. 
My  Jine  is  bo  long  now  that  it  is  imposaible  to  protect  it  against  cavalry  raids  ; 
but  if  we  can  get  Montgomery  and  Columbus,  Geoi^ia,  as  bases  in  connexion 
with  Atlanta,  we  have  Georgia  and  Alabama  at  our  feet.  You  ought  to  have 
more  men,  and  it  is  a  burning  shame  that  at  this  epoch  we  should  need  men,  for 
the  north  is  fall  of  them.  They  can  raise  a  political  convention  any  time  of  fifty 
to  one  hundred  thonsand  (50,000  to  100,000)  men,  and  yet  they  pretend  they 
cannot  give  us  what  we  want.  But  keep  at  it,  and  I  only  want  to  express  my 
idea  that  1  would  not  bother  with  the  city  of  Mobile,  which  will  simply  absorb 
a  garrison  for  yon,  bat  would  use  the  Tensas  channel,  and  notify  Greneral  Gard- 
ner, of  the  rebel  army,  to  maintain  good  order,  &c,,  in  the  now  useless  streets  of 
Mobile. 

I  will  be  ready  to  sally  forth  again  in  October,  but  ought  to  have  some  assu- 
rance that,  in  eaae  of  necessity,  I  can  awing  into  Appalachicola  or  Montgomery 
and  find  friends. 

W.  T.  SHSKIIAN,  ^ 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Ciplier.l 


City  Poikt,  Virginia, 

Scpiemhcr  10,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

As  stioQ  as  your  men  are  properly  rested  and  preparations  can  be  made,  it  is 
desirable  that  another  campaign  should  be  commenced. 

We  want  to  keep  the  enemy  continually  pressed  to  the  end  of  the  war.  li 
we  give  him  no  peace  while  the  war  lasts,  the  end  cannot  be  far  distant.  Now 
that  we  have  all  of  Mobile  bay  that  is  valuable,  I  do  not  know  hut  it  will  be 
the  best  move  for  Major  General  Canby's  troops  to  act  npon  Savannah,  whilst 
you  move  on  Augasta.  I  should  like  to  bear  from  yon,  however,  on  this  matter. 
r.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 


[Cipher.] 


HuAUtiUABTliRS  MlI.ITAHY  BlVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Jm  CAe  yield,  Atlanta,  September  10  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
General  Grant,  Oiti/  Point  : 

I  have  your  despatch  of  to-day.  My  command  need  some  rest  and  pay. 
Our  roads  are  also' broken  back  near  Nashville,  and  Wheeler  is  not  yet  disposed 
of.  Still,  I  am  perfectly  alive  to  the  importance  of  pushing  our  advantage  to 
the  utmost.  I  do  not  think  we  can  afford  to  operate  further,  dependent  on  tho 
railroad,  it  takes  so  many  men  to  guard  it,  and  even  then  it  is  nightly  broken  by 
the  enemy's  cavalry  that  swarms  about  us.  Macon  is  distant  one  hundred  and 
three  miies  (103)  miles,  and  Augusta  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  (175)  miles. 
If  I  could  be  sure  of  finding  provisions  and  ammunition  at  Augusta  or  Columbus, 
Georgia,  I  can  march  to  Miliedgeville  and  compel  Hood  to  give  up  Augusta  or 
Macon,  and  could  then  turn  on  the  other.  The  country  will  afford  forage  and 
many  supplies,  but  not  enough  in  any  one  place  to  admit  of  a  delay.  In  scat- 
tering for  forage  we  have  a  great  many  men  picked  up  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
If  you  can  manage  to  take  the  Savannah  river  as  high  as  Augusta,  or  the  Ohat- 
tahooche  as  far  up  as  Columbus,  I  can  sweep  the  whole  State  of  Geor^a  ;  oth- 
erwise I  would  risk  our  whole  army  by  going  too  far  from  Atlanta. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  J%oj-  G^eral 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Headquaktebs  Military  DivisroN  op  the  Missrsstppi, 

In  ikejield,  Atlanta,  September  12,  1864. 
General  A.  J.  Smith,  Cairo,  lllmois  : 

I  have  been  trying  for  three  months  -to  get  you  and  Mower  to  me,  hut  am 
headed  off  at  evoiy  turn.  General  Halleck  asks  for  you  to  clean  out  Price. 
Can't  you  make  a  riuick  job  of  it  and  then  get  to  me  ?  Your  command  helonge 
to  me  and  is  only  loaned  to  help  our  neighbors,  but  I  fear  they  make  you  do  the 
lion's  share.  However,  do  aa  Gcnei-al  Halleck  orders,  and  as  soon  aa  possi- 
ble come  to  me.    All  well. 

,  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

In.  thejield,  Atlanta,  September  12,  1864. 
General  Grant,  dti/  Point,  Virginia  : 

I  have  Macon  papers  of  the  10th  and  11th.  Dick  Taylor  is  in  command  of 
the  department,  including  Mobile  ;  I'orrest  and  his  men  have  reached  Mobile. 
All  well  here.  The  esodus  of  people  is  progressing,  and  matters  coming  into 
shape.  I  will  have  all  oiEcial  reports  of  the  campaign  in  and  off  for  WaSiing- 
tou  by  the  15th. 

I  don't  understand  whether  yon  propose  to  act  against  Savannah  direct  from 

Poi-t  Pulaski,  or  by  way  of  Florida,  or  from  the  direction  of  Mobile.     If  you  can 

take  Savannah  by  a  sudden  coup-de-main,  it  would  be  valaahle.     The  enemy  is 

?idcntly  concentrating  all  his  Mississippi  force  at  Mobile,  and  Hood  is  about 

ovejoy's  Station  watching  me,  apprehensive  of  big  raids. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  theJieU,  Atlanta,  September  12,  1864. 
eneral  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

I  do  not  think  I  need  at  this  time  cavalry  horses  in  undue  proportion ;  I  have 
st  faith  in  eavalry  raids,  and  our  men  tal^p  bad  care  of  their  animals.  There 
a  large  abundance  of  forage  in  Alabama  and  Georgia,  and  independent  col- 
Hns  of  cavalry  might  operate  by  a  circuit  from  one  army  to  another  and  dft- 
roy  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  is  more  to  be  feared  by  ns  than  their  infantry. 
3  soon  aa  General  Grant  determines  for  me  the  next  move  on  the  chess-board, 
will  estimate  the  number  I  will  want,  and  in  the  mean  time  would  not  ask 
ore  than  a  fair  proportion  for  remount.  Wheeler  might  have  been  utterly  de- 
royed  if  we  had  had  more  cavalry  in  Tennessee,  but  that  is  now  too  late.  In  the 
ture  *e  will  have  to  use  cavalry  offensively,  and  trust 'to  the  enemy's  corn- 
jlds  for  forage.  Oar  I'oad  is  repaired  and  bringing  forward  supplies,  but  I 
rabt  its  capacity  to  do  much  more  than  feed  our  teams  aad  artillery  horses, 
n  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  C 


HEAUaitAilTBRS  MlLFTARY  DivrSION  OF   THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  September  12,  1864. 
General  :  I  have  yours  of  to-day.     You  asked  to  exchinge  prisoners,  and  I 
msented  as  far  as  those  which  remained  in  my  hands  and  this  side  of  Ohatta- 


:,  Google 
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nooga.  Theee  I  will  escLange  in  Ihe  manner  stated,  and  not  otherwise.  As 
you  could  not  know  those  of  our  men  whose  terms  of  service  have  espired,  I  au- 
thorized Colonel  Warner  to  say  I  would  receive  any  number  taken  of  this  simy 
between  certain  dates — say  the  last  two  thousand — or  in  any  other  single  period  ; 
but  as  a  matter  of  business  1  offered  terms  that  could  not  be  misunderstood. 

You  have  not  answered  my  proposition  as  to  the  men  "  captured  in  Atlanta 

who  are  soldiers  of  the  confedei'ate  army,  detailed  on  extra  duty"  in  the  shops. 

I  think  I  understand  the  laws  of  civilized  nations,  and  the  "  customs  of  war  ;" 

hut  if  at  a  loss  at  any  time,  I  know  where  to  seek  for  information  to  refresh  my 

memory. 

If  you  will  give  our  prisoners  at  Anderaonville  a  little  more  elbow-room,  and 
liberty  to  make,  out  of  the  abundant  timher,  shelter  for  themselves,  as  also  afair 
allowance  of  food  to  enable  them  to  live  in  health,  they  will  ask  nothing  more 
until  such  lime  as  we  will  provide  for  them. 

I  am,  with  respect,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  J.  B.  Hood, 

Com^nanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Confederate  Army. 


Headqdarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  13,  1865. 

Ge.\ebal:  I  enclose  you  a  couple  of  rebel  papers  of  September  9th  and  13th, 
which  contain  articles  I  would  have  you  and  Mr.  Stanton  to  read.  In  the  lat- 
ter you  will  find  General  Hood  has  published  my  letter  about  moving  the  people 
of  Atlanta  and  his  answer.  You  will  observe  he  characteriaes  this  removal  in 
somewhat  harsh  terms,  and  1  feel  sui-e  he  has  made  his  answer  public  before  it 
went  to  the  Eichmond  government,  as  is  required  by  their  official  usage.  Ho 
has  therefore  appealed  to  the  public  as  a  demagogue,  and  hopes  to  make  capital. 
Of  course  he  is  welcome,  for  the  more  he  arouses  the  indignation  of  the  south- 
ern masses,  the  bigger  will  be  the  pill  of  bitterness  they  will  have  to  swallow. 
The  people  of  Atlanta  are  going,  and  we  will  have  the  place  for  military  uses, 
and  not  have  to  engage  in  a  ceaseless  wrangle  every  time  we  need  a  house  or 
site  for  a  battery.  The  present  ri^el  line  would  require  a  garrison  of  thirty 
thousand  (30,000)  men,  where^  we  must  contract  it  to  the  vital  points,  Tiz., 
the  railroaid  and  uecessaiy  storehouses,  all  of  which  can  be  embraced  in  a  circle 
of  quarter  the  radius  ;  and  requiring  less  than  a  sixth  part  of  that  number.  I  can't 
use  this  line  of  reasoning  to  a  people  who  have  no  right  to  gmn  such  a  clue  to 
our  future  plans  and  purposes.  At  some  future  time  I  will  submit  to  you  the 
entire  correspondence  between  General  Hood  and  myself  ou  this  subject,  as  also 
of  the  special  exchange  of  prisoners,  not  yet  concluded ;  and  at  the  present  I 
send  you  only  my  reply  to  his  ingiuuations  of  unprecedented  cruelty  towards  the 
families  of  a  "  brave  people,"  which  I  hardiy  expect  he  will  publish.  If  his  is 
widely  eiienlated  it  might  also  be  well  to  let  the  southern  papers  get  mine  through 
northern  channels. 

I  will  have  all  my  official  reports  in  by  the  15th,  which  will  dispose  of  the 

past  and  leave  UB  free  to  think  of  and  prepare  for  the  future  ;  and  now  I  will 

.  only  renew  the  expression  of  the  hope  that  our  ranks  will  soon  ' 

by  a  liberal  supply  of  recruits. 

Tours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General 

Major  General  Hallbck,  WasMngton. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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HeADCIUAKTERS  MfLTTARY  DlVlSIOfi  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  S^tember  15,  1S64. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

My  report  is  doae,  and  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  I  get  a  few  more  of  the 
subordinate  repoita,  I  am  awaiting  a  courier  from  General  Orant.  All  well, 
and  troops  in  fine,  healthy  camps,  and  supplies  coming  forward  finely. 

Uoveraor  Brown  has  disbanded  his  militia  to  gather  the  corn  and  sorghnm  of 
the  State.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  and  Stevens  want  to  visit  me,  and 
I  have  sent  them  a  hearty  invitation. 

I  will  exchange  two  thousand  (2,000)  prisoners  with  Hood,  hut  no  more, 
W.  T.  SHPIRMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipliur.] 

Nnw"  Oblkans,  LouisrANA, 

Si'ftember  17.  1864. 
Major  Genera!  Sheemax: 

Your  despatch  of  the  lOth  has  just  been  received.  The  operations  you  sug- 
gest have  been  in  cootemplation,  aud  preparations  are  now  in  progress,  I  think 
I  can  give  you  the  assurance  that  you  will  find  friends  in  Mobile.  If  the  trouble 
in  Arkansas  river  should  be  soon  ended,  how  far  east  of  that  will  depend  upon 
the  re- enforcements  that  can  be  spared  for  this  command. 

E.  R.  S.  OANBT, 
Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
HEADllUMtTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION   OF  TEE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  17,  1864. 
President  Lincoln,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

I  will  keep  the  department  fully  advised  of  all  developments  as  connected 
with  the  subject  in  which  you  feel  interested. 

A  Mr.  Wright,  former  member  of  Congress  from  Rome,  Georgia,  and  a  Mr, 
King,  of  Marietta,  are  now  going  between  (Governor  Brown  and  ruyself.  I  have 
said  that  some  of  the  people  of  Georgia  are  now  engaged  in  rebellion,  begun  in 
error  and  nerpetnated  in  pride,  hut  that  Georgia  can  now  save  herself  from  the 
devastation  of  war  preparing  for  her  only  by  withdrawing  her  c[liota  out  of  the 
confederate  army,  and  mding  me  to  expel  Hood  from  the  borders  of  the  State  ; 
in  which  event,  instead  of  desolating  the  land  as  we  progress,  I  will  keep  our 
men  to  the  high  roads  and  commons,  and  pay  for  the  com  and  meat  we  need  and 

I  am  fully  conscious  of  tlie  delicate  nature  of  such  assertions,  but  it  would  be 
a  magnificent  stroke  of  policy  if  I  could,  without  sun'endering  a  foot  of  groxmd 
or  of  principle,  arouse  the  latent  enmity  to  Davis  of  Georgia. 

The  people  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  Mr.  Stevens  was  and  is  a  Union  man 
at  heart,  and  they  feel  that  Jeff.  Davis  will  not  trust  him,  or  let  him  have  a  share 
in  his  government, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Slajor  General. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  19,  1864. 
General  :  Tour  mesaeiiger  has  not  yet  arrived.  Things  remain  statu  qxui. 
Most  of  the  inhabitauts  are  gone,  auS  I  am  exchanging  two  thousand  (2,000) 
prisoners  with  Hood  on  a  special  exchange,  with  the  understanding  that  1  get 
an  equal  number  of  my  own  men  back,  whom  I  can  put  right  away  to  duty. 
He  raised  the  question  of  humanity,  but  I  am  not  to  be  moved  by  such  tricks 
of  the  enemy,  I  have  taken  high  ground  with  Hood  on  purpose.  A  deserter 
just  in  says  Stewart's  corps  is  moving  back  to^Macon  with  a  view  of  goiflg  to 
Virginia.     I  have  ordered  one  of  my  female'  scouts  from  Hew  Orleans  to  An- 

g.sta,  and  will  send  some  out  fi'om  here,  and  give  you  prompt  notice  of  any  of 
ood's  army  going  east.  I  can  quieldy  bounce  him  out  of  Lovejoy's,  hut  think 
him  better  there,  where  I  can  watch  him,  than  further  off.  I  await  the  arrival  of 
your  messenger  with  impatience.  All  well,  but  large  numbers  of  our  men  and 
officers  are  hting  discharged,  time  out,  and  we  must  have  recruits. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  Gmeral. 
Lieutenant  General  U-  S.  Grant, 

Gity  Faint,  Virginia. 


IlEADyOAUTEKS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  20,  1S64. 
Major  General  0.  0.  Howard,  East  Point: 

General  Thomas  wilhsend  two  of  Garrard's  brigades  to  Kilpatrick,  and  order 
Lim  to  feel  well  down  toward  Fayettevillo  and  Lovejoy's.  Support  him,  if 
necessary,  only  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  truce  and  to  discover  what  Hood 
is  about.  I  will  have  spies  to-night  at  Macon  to  watch  which  way  he  goes.  I 
think  he  will  move  back  to  Macon  and  send  some  men  to  Eichmond, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN,  Major  General. 


[Ciplier.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  20, 1864. 
General  Grant,  City  Point: 

Colonel  Porter  is  just  come,  and  I  have  read  your  letter  with  much  interest. 
I  will  send  east  my  official  reports,  and  write  more  fully  by  Colonel  Porter.  In 
the  mean  time  all  is  well,  and  I  can  watch  your  movements  with  interest.  I 
hear  that  General  Sheridan  is  now  fighting. 

W.  T,  SHERSIAN,  Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  20,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Thank  you  for  the  appointment  of  Captain  Coverdale.     I  hope  General  Sher 
idan  will  give  Early  a  good,  hard  fight. 
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I  tLink  Hood  is  moving  from  Lovejoy'a,  but  cannat  yet  form  an  intelligent 
guess  as  to  the  direction  he  will  take.  I  will  have  some  spies  in  hia  camp  to- 
night, and  have  ordered  Kilpatrick  to  feel  his  flanks  about  Fayetteville. 

Everything  continues  well  with  us. 

W.  T.  SHERMAS,  Major  General. 


Headquarters  Militarv  Division  of  the  Mississipfi, 

Inikefidd,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  21,  1864. 
Genkgal;  Tours  of  the  20th  instant,  asking  me  to  ti-eat  as  a  prisoner  of  war 
"VV.  C.  Glover,  company  H,  fourth  Tennessee  regiment  of  cavalry,  employed  as 
a  scoEt  by  yont  authority,  and  who  is  s^d  to  have  been  captui'ed  by  me,  and  is 
about  to  be  executed  at  Chattanooga  as  a  spy  or  bushwhacker  is  received. 

I  confess  I  know  nothing  about  the  matter  at  a!l,  but  I  will  at  once  proceed 
to  find  out  the  facts  and  commnnicate  them  to  you  as  early  as  possible ;  tut  I 
can  relieve  any  undue  ansiety  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  Glover  by  aaauriag 
them  that  no  one  can  be  executed  by  us  without  a  full  and  fair  record  trial  by  a 
a  tribunal,  at  which  the  prisoner  is  always  allowed  to  have 


Since  you  left  our  service  some  few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  laws  of 
Congress  and  the  powers  of  reviewing  officers  of  coui'ts-martial.  The  act  of 
April  1 0,  1806,  defining  spies  and  their  punishment,  is  materially  modified  by 
that  of  February  13,  1862.  Also,  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  December 
24,  1861,  the  commanding  general  of  a  division,  or  separate  (detached)  brigade, 
can  assemble  a  general  court-martial ;  but  in  case  of  the  sentence  of  death,  the 
ease  must  be  reviewed,  and  the  necessary  order  he  given  by  the  officer  command- 
ing the  army  in  the  field  or  department  to  which  the  division  or  brigade  belongs. 

General  George  H.  Thomas  commands  the  department  in  which  Chattanooga 
lies,  and  has  the  review  of  all  such  eases,  and  you  must  know  that  be  would 
never  order  the  execution  of  an  innocent  man. 

I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  a  scout  regularly  detailed  may  push  his  oper- 
ations so  as  to  make  him  a  spy.  If  found  lurking  around  the  "  fortifications, 
encampments,  posts,  quarters,  or  headquarters  of  the  aimies  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,"  he  would  eleai'ly  fall  within  the  meaning  of  the  laws 
and  he  liable  to  the  penalty  of  death. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN,  Major  Getieral. 

General  J.  B.  Hood, 

Commanding  Co/ifedcrate  Forces. 


HEADyUARTEftS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MlSSISSIFPr, 

In  tlie  field,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  S^tember  20,  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  at  the  hands  of  Lieutenauf; 
Colonel  Porter,  of  your  staff,  your  letter  of  September  12,  and  accept  with 
thanks  the  honorable  and  kindly  mention  of  the  services  of  this  army  in  the 
great  cause  in  which  we  are  all  engaged. 

I  send  by  Colonel  Porter  all  official  reports  which  are  completed,  and  will  in 
a  few  days  submit  a  list  of  names  which  I  deem  worthy  of  promotion. 

I  think  we  owe  it  to  the  President,  to  save  him  the  invidious  task  of  election 
among  a  vast  number  of  worthy  applicants,  and  have  ordered  my  army  com- 
manders to  prepare  their  lists  with  great  care,  and  to  express  their  preferences, 
baaed  upon  claims  of  actual  capacity  and  services  rendered.  These  I  will  con- 
solidate and  submit  in  such  a  form  that  if  mistakes  are  made  they  will  at  least 
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be  Banctioned  by  tbe  best  contemporaneous  CTidence  of  merit,  for  I  know  that 
vacanciea  do  not  esiat  eqaal  in  number  to  tbat  of  the  officers  that  really  deserve 
promotion. 

Aa  to  the  future,  I  am  pleased  to  know  your  army  ia  being  steadily  re-enforced 
by  a  good  class  of  men,  and  I  hope  it  wiU  go  oa  until  you  Lave  a  force  that  ia 
numerically  double  that  of  your  antagonist,  so  that  with  one  part  you  can 
watch  him,  and  with  the  other  you  can  push  out  boldly  from  your  left  flank, 
occupy  the  8outh-Side  railroad,  compel  him  to  attack  you  in  position,  or  accept 
battle  ou  your  own  terms. 

We  ought  to  ask  our  country  for  the  largest  possible  armies  that  can  he 
raised,  as  so  important  a  thing  aa  the  seif- existence  of  a  great  natioa  should  not 
be  left  to  the  fickle  chances  of  war. 

Now  that  Mobile  is  shut  out  to  the  commerce  of  our  enemy,  it  calls  for  no 
further  effort  on  our  part  unless  the  capture  of  the  city  can  be  followed  by  the 
occupation  .of  the  Alabama  river  and  the  taili-oad  down  to  Ooltimbus,  Georgia, 
when  that  place  would  be  a  magnilieeot  auxiliary  to  my  further  progress  into 
Georgia;  but  until  GEenersI  Cauby  is  much  re-enforced,  and  until  ae  can  more 
thoroughly  subdue  the  scattered  armies  west  of  the  Mississippi,  I  suppose  that 
much  cannot  be  attempted  as  agaiust  the  Alabama  rivei'  and  Oolmubus,  Georgia. 

The  utter  destruction  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  is  of  importance  only 
in  connexion  with  the  necessity  of  cutting  off  all  foreign  trade  to  our  enemy, 
and  if  Farragut  can  get  across  the  bar,  and  the  move  can  be  made  quick,  I 
suppose  it  will  succeed.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear 
river,  I  anticipate  more  difficulty  in  getting  the  heavy  ships  across  the  bar  than 
in  reaching  the  town  of  Wilmington;  but  of  course  the  soundings  of  the  channel 
are  well  known  at  Washington,  as  well  as  the  draught  of  his  iron-clads,  so  that 
it  must  be  demonstrated  as  feasible,  or  else  it  wonid  not  be  attempted.  If  suo- 
ceasfiil,  I  suppose  that  Fort  Caswell  will  be  occupied  and  the  fleet  at  once  sent 
to  the  Savannah  river.  Then  the  reduction  of  the  city  is  the  only  question. 
It  once  in  our  possession,  and  the  river  open  to  us,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  cross 
the  State  of  Georgia  with  sixty  thousand  (60,000)  men,  hauling  some  stores 
and  depending  on  the  country  for  the  balance.  Where  a  million  of  people  find 
subsistence  my  army  won't  starve;  but,  as  you  know,  in  a  country  like  Georgia, 
with  few  roads  and  innibnerable  sti'eams,  an  inferior  force  could  so  delay  an 
army  and  harass  it,  that  it  would  not  be  a  formidable  object,  but  if  the  enemy- 
knew  that  we  had  our  boats  on  the  Savannah  I  could  rapidly  move  to  Milledge- 
ville,  where  there  is  abundance  of  com  and  meat,  and  I  conld  so  threaten 
Maeon  and  Augusta  that  he  would  give  up  Macon  for  Augusta ;  then  I  would 
move  to  interpose  between  Augusta  and  Savannah,  and  force  him  to  give  me 
Augusta,  with  the  only  powder  mills  and  factories  remaining  in  the  south,  or  let 
us  have  the  Savannah  river.  Either  horn  of  the  dilemma  would  be  worth  a 
battle.  I  would  prefer  his  holding  Augusta,  as  the  probabilities  are,  for  then, 
with  the  Savannah  river  in  our  possession,  the  taking  of  Augusta  would  be 
a  mere  matter  of  time.     This  campaign  would  be  made  in  winter. 

But  the  more  I  study  the  game  the  more  am  I  convinced  that  it  would  be 
wrong  for  me  to  penetrate  much  further  into  Georgia  without  an  objective 
beyond.  It  would  not  be  productive  of  much  good.  1  can  start  east  and  make 
a  circuit  south  and  hack,  doing  vast  damage  to  the  State,  but  resulting  in  no 
peiTuanent  good ;  but  by  mere  threatening  to  do  so  I  hold  a  rod  over  the 
Georgians,  who  are  not  over-loyal  to  the  south.  I  will  therefore  give  my 
opinion  that  your  army  and  Canby'a  should  he  re-enforced  to  the  maximum ;  that 
alter  you  get  Wilmington  you  strike  for  Savannah  and  the  river;  that  General 
Canhy  be  instructed  to  hold  the  Mississippi  river,  and  send  a  force  to  get  Co- 
lumbus, Georgia,  either  by  way  of  the  Alabama  or  Appalachicola ;  and-  that  I 
keep  Hood  employed  and  put  my  army  in  fine  order  for  a  march  on  Augnsta, 
Columbus,  and  Charleston ;  so  be  ready  as  soon  as  Wilmington  is  sealed  as  to 
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-eomittCTce,  and  tlie  city  of  Sayannah  is  in  our  possession.  I  tliiok  it  will  be 
foand  that  tbe  movements  of  Price  and  Shelby  west  of  the  Mississippi  are  mere 
diversions.  They  cannot  hope  to  enter  Missouri  save  ae  raiders,  and  the  tnith 
is,  General  Kosecrans  should  be  ashamed  to  take  my  troops  for  Bucli  a  pur- 
pose. If  you  will  secure  Wilmington  and  the  city  of  Savannah  from  yoar 
centre,  and  let  General  Canby  have  the  MisBissippi  river  and  west  of  it,  I  will 
iend  a  force  to  the  Alabama  and  Appalachicola,  provided  you  give  me  one 
■lundred  thousand  (100,000)  of  the  drafted  men  to  fill  up  my  old  regiments  ; 
mi  if  you  will  fix  a  day  to  he  in  Savannah,  I  will  insure  our  possession  of 
Macon  and  a  point  on  the  river  below  Augusta.  The  possession  of  the  Savan- 
nah river  is  more  than  fatal  to  the  possibility  of  a  southern  independence. 
They  may  stand  the  fall  of  Richmond,  but  not  of  all  Georgia. 

I  will  have  a  long  talk  with  Colonel  Porter,  and  tell  him  everything  that  may 
3ccur  to  me  of  interest  to  you. 

In  the  mean  time  know  that  I  admire  your  dogged  perseverance  and  pluck 
more  than  ever.  If  you  can  whip  Lee  and  I  can  march  to  the  Atlantic,  I 
think  Uncle  Ahe  will  give  us  a  twenty  days'  leave  of  absence  to  see  the  young 
folks. 

Yours  as  ever, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN',  Major  General. 

Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commander-in-chief,  City  Fomt,  Va. 


[By  lelegraph,] 
HEAUaUAHTEKS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MlSSISSiPPI, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Septemher  21,  1864. 
Lieutenant  General  Ghaivt,  Oity  Point,  Virginia: 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Portei'  will  start  back  in  the  morning  and  will  bring  you 
full  answer  to  your  letter,  also  all  my  official  reports  of  the  past.  I  prefer  that 
General  Ganby  and  a  part  of  Farragut's  fleet  should  continue  to  threaten  Mobile 
city,  bat  not  attempt  its  capture;  that  a  small  force  with  gunboats  ascend  the 
Appalachicola  to  the  arsenal,  and  up  to  Columbus  if  possible ;  that  you  take  th* 
city  of  Savannah  by  a  coup-de-main,  at  the  same  time  or  soon  after  your  active 
movements  about  Petersburg  and  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river.  Savannah  in 
one  possession  and  boats  at  liberty  to  work  up  the  Savannah  river,  I  am  willing 
to  start  for  Augusta  in  the  manner  I  propose  in  my  letter  of  last  night,  which 
Colonel  Porter  will  bring.  I  beg  yon  to  give  my  pereonal  congratulations  fo 
Sheridan,  and  my  earnest  hope  that  he  will  push  Early  back  on  Lynchburg. 
We  can't  do  much  up  the  Tennessee  and  Virginia  valley.  It  is  too  long. 
Burbridge  will  attempt  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  salt-works  about 
Abingdon,  from  Kentucky  and  Knoxville.  Schofield  has  gone  to  Knoxville  to 
make  the  arrangements.    AH  well. 

W.  T.  SHERJIAN,  Majm-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Divisio\  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field  Atlanta    Ga  ,  Septemler  2\,  l^bL 
Major  General  0.  0.  Howard,  East  Point 

The  general  wishes,  if  possible,  that  you  put  some  persons  on  the  track  of 
Hood  and  find  out  where  he  ia  going,  lie  ha'*  been  trying  to  get  out  persons 
from  here,  but  does  not  succeed  in  finding  my  j  eison  that  is  worth  much  or 
reliable. 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de  Camp. 
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[Clpl.er.] 

IlEAUmJABTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  tkejield,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Septemier  21,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  WasJdngton,  P.  C: 

Magnificent  from  G-eneral  Sheridan,  and  his  succosa  ivill  havo  an  effect  all 
over  tlie  country. 

Hood  is  falling  back  from  Lovejoy'e,  but  I  will  not  follow  Lim  now,  but  will 
watcb  his  motions  with  my  cavalry.  I  write  very  fully  to  General  Grant  by  a 
special  aide  to-day.  He  will  bring  my  report  to  Waabington.  My  information 
from  the  interior  of  Georgia  is  all  favorable  to  oar  eaase.  I  send  copies  of  your 
patch  about  Slieridan  to  General  Hood  with  my  complimenta,  but  1  know  it 
3  not  afford  "eoinfort  to  the  enemy." 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


[Cipher.! 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Im  tJieJield,  Adanta,  Qa.,  September  21,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Washington,  D.  C.i 

In  ray  despatch  of  to-day  I  reported  that  Hood  was  falling  back.     Reports 
just  in  seem  to  indicate  that  be  baa  shifted  from  the  Macon  road,  at  Lovejoy's, 
over  to  the  West  Point  road,  about  Palmetto  station,  where  his  men  are  intrench- 
ing.    I  will  watch  him,  as  I  do  not  see  what  be  designs  by  this  movement. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Head«iiarters  MiLiTAEV  DivisiO-V  OF  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field  itlanfa  Ga  September  22  1864. 
General:  My  latest  antbentic  information fiom  Andersonville  is  to  the  12th, 
and  from  what  I  learn,  our  prisoners  of  war  confined  there  and  being  removed 
to  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  Millen,  need  many  aiticles  which  we  possess  in 
superfluity,  and  can  easily  supply  with  youi  consent  and  issiBtauce  such  &a 
shirts  and  drawers,  socks,  shoes,  soap,  candles  cimbs  scissori  &c 

If  you  will  peirait  me  to  send  a  train  of  wagons  with  a  single  tflicer  to  go 
along  under  a  flag  of  truce,  I  will  send  down  to  Lovejoy's  or  Palmetto  a  train 
of  wagons  loaded  ex  clue  tvelv  with  ten  thousand  (10,000)  or  fifteen  thousand 
(15,000)  of  each  of  these  articles,  and  a  due  proportion  of  eoap,  candles,  &c., 
under  such  restrictions  as  you  may  think  prudent  to  name. 

I  would  like  to  have  my  oiEcer  go  along  to  issue  these  things,  but  will  have 
no  hesitation  in  sending  them  if  you  wilt  simply  promise  to  have  them  con- 
veyed to  the  places  where  our  prisoners  are  and  have  them  fairly  distributed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  bo  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  GeTteral  Commanding. 
Genera!  J.  B.  Hoou, 

Commanding  Confederate  Army,  Palmetto  Station. 


Headhuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  22,  1864. 
Dear  Sir:  Tours  of  September  14  is  received,  and  I  assure  you  the  com- 
pbmeuts  you  have  lavished  on  me  makes  me  fear  that  my  services  and  abilities 
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!ii'o  overrated.     I  don't  want  to  be  elevated  an  incli  more  than  I  can  sustain 
myself,  for  pride  will  have  its  falh 

The  condition  of  t!ie  prisoners  at  AnderaonvUle  has  always  been  present  to 
my  mind,  and  could  I  have  released  them  I  would  have  felt  more  retd  satiafac- 
tion  than  to  have  won  another  battle.  Genera!  Stoneman's  trip  was  partly  for 
that  purpose,  and  I  feai-  it  failed  partially  because  the  general  took  a  road  east 
of  Ocmulgee,  instead  of  west,  aa  I  contemplated  and  ordered.  I  have  frequent 
messages  from  them,  and  have  sent  word  to  the  men  to  be  of  good  cheer,  that 
the  day  of  their  deliverance  was  approaching ;  but  I  now  think  that  Jeff.  Davis 
is  removing  them  to  Charleston,  Savannah,  and  a  point  on  the  Macon  and 
Savannah  road,  at  Millen,  where  a  branch  puts  off  for  Augusta.  My  last  es- 
caped prisoner  left  Andersonville  on  the  12th,  at  which  date  many  train-ioads 
had  gone  off  eastward,  and  this  reduction  of  the  number  will  improve  the  con- 
dition of  tbe  balance. 

I  am  now  engaged  in  exchanging,  with  General  Hood,  a  couple  thousand 
of  priaonors,  but  this  is  confined  to  the  last  two  thousand  captured  from  my 
army,  who,  of  course,  are  not  in  as  bad  condition  as  those  who  have  been 
longer  confined.  During  the  few  feys  that  must  expire  before  the  papers  are 
completed,  I  will  have  occasion  to  write  to  General  Hood,  and  will  offer  to  send 
down  some  fifty  or  sixty  tons  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries;  but  I  doubt  if 
he  will  consent.  These  confederates  are  as  proud  as  the  devil,  and  hate  to  con- 
fess poverty,  but  I  know  they  are  really  unable  to  supply  socks,  drawers, 
undershirts,  scissors,  combs,  &c.,  which  our  men  need  more  than  anything  else 
to  preserve  cleanliness  and  health.  Should,  however,  he  assent,  I  will  telegraph 
yoa  to  send  me  such  articles  as  we  do  not  have  on  hand,  and  will  give  credit  to 
your  commission  for  all  I  obtain.  This  appears  to  me  the  best  manner  in  which 
I  can  carry  out  your  huinaue,  patriotic,  and  most  worthy  object. 
With  seulimenta  of  great  respect,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  i. 

James  E.  Tateman, 

President  Western  Sanitary  Commission,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Headquarters  Military  Dltision  of  tije  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  SejAember  24,  1864. 
General  Howard,  East  Point  : 

I  have  ao  doubt  Hood  has  resolved  to  throw  himself  on  our  flanks  to  prevent 
our  aeeumulating  stores,  &c.,  here,  trusting  to  our  not  advancing  into  Georgia. 
Some  cavalry  got  possession  of  Athens  yesterday.  I  think  I  will  send  a 
division  from  Thomas  to  Bridgeport,  and  the  balance  of  the  one  you  have  at 
Rome,  via :  Corse,  so  as  to  act  in  case  the  enemy  puts  himself  up  west  of  the 
GooBa.     let  Corse  get  all  ready, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Heauqdabters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  S4,  1864. 
General  Howard,  East  Point  : 

You  may  order  General  Oorse  to  proceed  to  Eome  by  cars,  and  there  nnite 
his  divisioa  against  any  force  that  may  attempt  to  threaten  Bridgeport  from  the 
direction  of  Gadsden.  Let  them  march  up  to-morrow  and  take  cars  in  the 
evening.     The  whole  division  will  rejoin  us  before  we  take  the  field. 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
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[Cipher.] 
Headquakteks  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefield,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  25,  1S64. 
Gexeral  :  Hood  aeems  to  lie  moviug  as  it  were  to  the  Alabama  line,  leaving 
open  to  me  the  road  to  Macon  as  also  to  Augusta,  but  his  cavalry  is  busy  on 
our  roads.  A  force,  number  estimated  as  high  as  eight  tliousand,  (8,000.)  are 
reported  to  Lave  captured  Athens,  Alabama,  as  also  a  regiment  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  (350}  sent  to  their  relief.  I  have  sent  Newton's  division  up  to  Chatta- 
nooga in  cars,  and  wOl  send  another  division  to  Rome.  If  I  was  sure  that  Sa- 
vannah would  soon  be  in  oar  possession,  I  would  ho  tempted  to  make  for  Mil- 
ledgeville  and  Augusta,  but  I  must  secure  what  I  have. 
Jeff.  Davis  is  at  Macon. 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major  General. 
General  HaLI.eck,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Cipher.] 
HEALaUAKTEHS   MlLITAIiY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  26,  1864. 
G-ENBRAL  :  I  have  re-enforced  my  line  hack  as   far  as  Chattanooga,  hut  in 
5Hdd!e  Tennessee  we  are  weak,  on  account  of  the  number  of  regiments  out 
of  time.     I  would  like  to  have  any  regiments  in  Indiana   or    Ohio  sent  to 
Nashville,  or  recruits  would  do. 

Jeff.  Davis  is  on  a  visit  to  Hood  at  Palmetto. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  H.  W.  IIai.Leck,  Washington.  D.  <J. 


[Cipher.] 

City  Point, 

September  a6,  lSi34— lOa.m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

It  will  be  better  to  drive  Forrest  from  Middle  Tennessee  as  a  first  step, 

and  do  anything  else  that  yon  may  feel  your  force  sufficient  for.     When  a 

movement  is  made  on  any  part  of  the  sea-coast,  I  .will  advise  you.     If  Hood 

goes  to  the  Alabama  line,  will  it  not  be  impossible  for  him  to  subsist  his  army  t 

U.  8.  GRANT,  . 

Lieutenant  General. 


[Cipher.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  2&,  1864. 
General;  I  have  your  despatch  of  to-day.  I  have  already  sent  one  division 
{General  Newton)  to  Chattanooga,  and  another  (Corse)  to  Rome.  Our  armies 
are  much  reduced ;  and  if  I  send  back  much  more,  I  will  not  be  able  to  threaten 
Georgia  much.  There  are  men  enough  to  the  tear  to  whip  Forrest,  but  they  are 
necessarily  scattered  to  defend  the  road. 
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Can  you  expedite  the  sending  to  Naaliville  of  the  reoruita  t5iat  are  in  Indiana 
and  Ohio  ?  They  could  occupy  the  forts.  Hood  ia  now  on  the  West  Point 
I'oad,  twenty-four  miles  aout!i  of  this,  and  drawa  his  anppliea  by  that  road.  Jeff. 
Davis  is  there  to-day,  and  Euperhuman  efforts  will  he  made  to  break  my  road. 
Porrest  is  now  lieutenant  general,  and  commands  all  the  enemy'a  cavalry. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN,  Major  Gmeral. 

Deut.  General  XJ.  S.  Ohant,  dti/  Point. 


[Ciplier.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 

In  tJieJield,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  26,  1864. 
General  :  General  Newton's  division  ia  now  at  Chattanooga,  and  General 
I  at  Eome.  We  can  defend  our  roada  below  Bridgeport,  and  General 
■  and  the  gunboats  can  protect  those  from  Decatur  to  Stevenson. 
u  should  collect  all  the  force  he  can  and  move  straight  for  Pulaski  and 
Ploreace.  Call  forward  from  Kentucky  any  troops  that  can  be  spared  there, 
and  hold  all  that  come  from  the  rear  till  Forrest  is  disposed  of.  Caution  Rous- 
seau to  unite  his  movable  force,  and  not  let  it  be  pickM  up  in  detail.  Eeci-uita 
shoizld  now  be  coming  forward  fast.  Ask  Roaecrana  for  me  if  he  cannot  spare 
A.  J.  Smith,  and  explain  to  him  that  he  may  be  needed.  I  wanted  him  for  this 
very  contingency,  which  I  foresaw.  Use  my  name  and  concentrate  at  Nashville 
al!  the  men  you  can.  Eecall  Generals  Steedman  and  Schofield  if  you  know 
where  they  are. 

1"he  policy  should  he,  small  but  well-commanded  bodies  in  the  block-houses 
and  a  movable  force  to  act  straight  against  Forrest,  who  must  scatter  for 
forage. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN,  Major  General. 
General  J.  D.  Webster,  Nashville. 


[Cipher.] 

City  Point, 
September  26,  1S64— 6  30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Jeff.  Davis  was  at  Eichmond  on  last  Thursday.  This  I  think  is  beyond 
doubt.  I  have  evidence  that  General  Sheridan's  victory  has  created  the  greatest 
consternation  and  alarm  for  the  safety  of  the  city.  I  will  give  them  another 
shake  before  the  end  of  the  week. 

U.  S,  (jUAYiT,  Lieutenant  General. 


[Cipher.] 
HEADaOAETEnS  MILITARY   DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Jn  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  21,  1864. 
General  :  Jeff.  Davis  was  certamly  at  Macon  on  the  23d,  for  he  made  a 
very  significant  speech,  which  ia  given  at  length,  and  which  I  ordered  lo  bo  tel- 
egi'aphed  as  fer  as  Louisville. 

Forrest  has  burnt  the  bridges  over  Elk,  near  Athens,  but  I  think  General 
Eousseau  can  keep  him  off  the  Chattanooga  road.  Still  all  recruits  should  be 
sent  to  Nashville  with  despatch. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN,  Major  Gmeral. 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Citi/  Point. 
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[Cipher.] 

"Washi^g'ton,  D.  C 

Sepiemher  37,  1864—9  a.  m. 
Major  General  Shfrman  : 

Ton  say  Jeff  Davia  is  on  a  visit  to  General  Hood,     I  judge  that  Brown  and 
Stephens  are  the  objects  of  his  visit. 

A.  LINCOLN", 

President  United  States. 


[Cipher,] 

0[TY  Point,  Virgtnia, 

September  27,  1864— S.30  a.  m. 
Major  Genenil  Sherman: 

It  is  evident  from  the  tone  of  the  Richmond  press,  and  all  other  sources,  that 
the  enemy  iatend  making  a  desperate  effort  to  drive  yoii  from  where  you  ar«. 
I  have  directed  al!  new  troops  from  the  west,  and  from  the  east,  too,  if  necessary, 
if  none  are  ready  in  the  west,  to  be  sent  to  you.  If  General  Burhridge  ia  not  too 
far  on  the  way  towards  Abingdon,  I  think  he  bad  better  be  recalled,  and  his  sur- 
plus troops  sent  into  Tennessee. 

tr.  S.  GEANT,I.iea(eKo«(  General. 


[Cipher.] 

UiTY  PoixT,  Virginia, 

September  27,  1864—10.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  directed  aU  recruits  and  new  troops  from  all  the  western  States  to  be 
sent  to  Nashville  to  receive  their  further  orders  from  you.  I  was  mistaken 
about  Jeff.  Davis  being  in  Eichmond  on  Thursday  last ;  he  was  then  on  Ha  way 
to  Macon. 

U,  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 


rCipW.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  28,  1864. 
Gkvt=;ral  t  I  will  send  up  the  road  to-night  another  division,  and  want  you 
to  call  forward  from  the  rear  all  you  can  get,  so  as  to  make  a  movable  column. 
Ask  General  Tower  to  take  charge  of  the  forta,  and  distribute  the  men. 

Biiog  close  in  all  the  campa,  especially  those  of  the  13th  regulars,  and  assign 
each  detachment  to  its  post.  I  will  send  GeneralThooias  to  Stevenson  to  operate 
on  Forrest's  rear. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN,  Maj^r  GenernZ. 
General  J.  D.  Webster, 

Nashville,  Tennessee. 


HEADQDARTBaS  MILITARY   DIVISION    OF    THE   MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  28,  1864. 
General  :  I  have  just  returned  from  General   Howard.     I  think  that  i 
movement  of  all  our  cavalry  not  actually  on  picket  should  be  made  rapidly  or 
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Oanrollton,  to  interrupt  any  communication  from  Hood's  ai-my,  at  Palmetto,  with 
his  cavalry  over  about  the  Tennessee.     After  striking  CarroUton,  it  should  move 
boldly  up  towards  Hood's  armv,  and  then  draw  back  to  Sandtown, 
W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  G-.  H.  Thomai*, 

Comtnandmg  Department  of  tlie  Ciimhcrland. 


HGADauARTEUS   MILITARY  DIVISION  OP   THP,  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  S8,  1864. 
President  Lincoln,  Washingtim,  D,  C.i 

I  have  positive  knowledge  that  Mr,  Davis  made  a  speech  at  Macoa  oa  the 
32d,  which  I  mailed   to  General  Halleck  yeatei-day.     It  was  hitter  agaiuat 
Johnson  and  Governor  Browa.     The  militia  is  on  furlough.     Brown  is  at  Mil- 
iedgeville,  tiying  to  get  a  legislature  to  meet  aext  mouth,  but  he  is  afi-aid  to  act 
unless  in  concert  wi^  other  governors.    Judge  Wright,  of  Borne,  has  been ' 
and  Messrs.  Hill  and  Nelson,  former  members  of  Congress,  ai-e  also  here  now, 
and  will  go  to  meet  Wright  at  Some,  and  then  go  back  to  Madteon  and  Milledge- 
villo.     Great  efforts  are  being  made  to  re-euforce  Hood's  army  and  to  break 
my  railroad,  and  I  should  have  at  ouce  a  good  reserve  force  at  Nashville, 
would  have  a  bad  effect  if  I  am  to  be  forced  to  send  hack  any  material  part  ol 
my  army  to  guard  roads,  so  as  to  weaken  me  to  an  extent  that  I  could  not  { 
offensively  if  the  oceasioa  calls  for  it. 

W.  T.  SHERMAM, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  38,  1864, 
General;  Tour  despatch  is  jast  received.  I  send  back  to  Stwensou  and 
Decherd  General  Thomas  to  look  to  Tennessee,  and  have  ordered  a  brigade 
of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  up  to  Eastport,  and  the  cavalry  across  to  that  place 
from  Memphis,  to  operate  against  the  flank  of  any  force  going  into  Tennessee  by 
any  of  the  fords  near  Florence.  I  want  Appalachicola  arsenal  taken,  alKi 
Savanmih ;  and  if  the  enemy  does  succeed  in  breaking  up  my  roads,  I  can  tight  my 
way  across  to  one  or  the  other  place ;  but  I  think  it  better  to  bold  on  to  Atlanta 
and  strengthen  to  my  rear,  and  therefore  am  giad  you  have  ordered  troops  to 
Nashville.  Forrest  has  got  into  Middle  Tennessee,  and  will,  I  feel  certain,  get 
on  my  main  road  to-night  oi'  to-morrow  j  but  I  will  guard  well  from  this  baek  to 
Chattanooga,  and  trust  to  troops  coming  up  from  Kentucky  to  hold  Nashville 
and  forward  to  Chattanooga. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant,  CiVy  Point. 


Headuuartehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  29, 18G4. 
General  :  I  have  your  letter  of  September  27,  and  have  telegraphed  to 
St.  Louis  for  combs,  scissors,  &c.,  and  as  soon  as  received,  I  will  make  up  a 
train  for  Griffin,  loaded  with  articles  for  our  prisoners  of  war,  and  send  it  ia 
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ctai^e  of  an  officer,  to  be  tnrned  over  to  one  of  jome,  with  invoices  complete 
and  blank  rolls  for  issue.  I  will  give  you  notice  ]jrior  to  starting  the  train.  I 
will  see  the  prisoners  who  are  in,  aud  learn  &om  them  more  minutely  the  wants 
of  our  men,  and  make  the  invoice  accordingly,  but  it  will  not  exceed  the  quantity 
before  stated. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &e., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
General  J,  B.  Honu, 

Commanding  Confederate  Army,  Palmetto. 


HEAntiL'ARTERS  MlLITABY  DiTISION  OP  THE  MtSSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  37,  1S64. 
.  Sir  :  Send  me  all  the  shirts,  fine  combs,  and  scissors  for  cutting  hair,  you  can 
spare  for  our  prisoners  south.  I  will,  on  their  receipt,  send  them  out  under  an 
agreemect  with  General  Hood.  I  would  like  to  get  twelve  hundred  (1,200)  fine 
combs  aud  four  hundred  (400)  scissors.  Our  commissary  can  supply  soap  and 
candles,  and  the  quaitermaster  has  shoes,  socks,  and  under- clothing. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 
Mr.  James  K.  Tatemax, 

Banitary  Commissitin,  St.  Louis. 


Headquarters  Departme.vt  of  the  Te\nessr!3, 

September  29,  1S64. 
Major  General  Shekma.\  : 
The  indications  ai'e  that  Hood  is  moving  across  the  Chattahoochee. 
0.  0.  HOWARD, 

Major  General. 


Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga  ,  b'epteimber  28,  18C4. 
General:  Ton  cannotbe  too  particular  about  Allatooua  and  about  the  Pump- 
kin Vine,     It  is  reported  Hood  is  about  passing  the  Chattahoochee  to  the  west, 
and  I  will  watch  him,  aud  see  if  he  will  cross  over  to  the  Selma  road,  or  try  to 
get  on  to  our  road. 


General  John  E.  Smith,  Cariersoille. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Mfijor  General. 


New  Orleans, 
Avgwet  29,  1864,  via  Cairo,  September  9,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  of  the  l?th  has  just  reached  me.  The  reduction  of  Fort  Mor- 
gan was  necessary  in  order  to  secni'e  the  ingress  and  egress  of  heavy  vessels. 
It  was  handsomely  done,  but 'the  fort  is  greatly  injured.  I  have  a  reserve  of 
twelve  thousand  men  up  the  river  to  watch  Kirby  Smith.  I  do  not  think  he 
can  cross  in  any  force  without  being  discovered  in  time  to  prevent  it,  but  I  can- 
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not  use  this  force  against  Mobile  and  prevent  the  passage.  The  route  you  sug- 
gest has  been  considered,  and  with  twenty  thousand  men  we  could  control  the 
Alabama  river  from  Mobile  to  Montgomery.  Major  General  Frederick  Steele  is 
losing  a  good  many  mea  by  expiration  of  service,  and  I  cannot  draw  any  from 
him.  I  asked  some  time  ago  that  al!  the  troops  that  could  be  spared  from  the 
west,  and  were  not  required  for  your  army,  should  be  sent  to  Memphis.  I  will 
keep  the  army  about  Mobile  uneasy,  and  will  act  against  the  city  and  iiver  the 
moment  I  can  gatbera  sufficient  force, 

E.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
HEAUaUARTKRS  MrLlTAItY  DlVISEOX  OP  THR  MISSISSIPPI, 

7»  the  field,  Atlanla,  Ga.,  Seftmnber  29,  1864. 
G-enera!  H.  W.  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

I  have  now  effected  the  actual  exchange  of  two  thousand  (2,000)  prisoners 
of  my  own  army.  General  Sf^neman  will  be  here  to-moiTow,  and  Colonel 
Harrison  is  already  in.  Our  prisoners  have  been  moved  from  Aaderaonville  to 
Savaanah,  Millen,  and  Charleston;  any  change  will  be  for  the  better.  I  have 
agreed  with  Hood  to  send  to  GrifSn,  to  he"forwarded  to  our  prisoners,  a  supply  of 
clothing,  soap,  combs,  &c.;  the  latter  will  be  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion, and  the  former  by  the  quartermaster.  I  take  it  for  granted  Forrest  will 
cut  our  road,  and  I  think  we  can  prevent  his  making  a  serious  lodgement ;  his 
cavalry  will  travel  a  hundred  miles  in  leastime  than  ours  will  tea.  1  have  sent 
two  divisions  tip  to  Chattanooga,  and  one  to  Rome,  and  General  Thomas  started 
to-day  to  clear  out  Tennessee,  but  our  road  should  be  watched  from  the  rear, 
and  I  am  glad  General  Grant  has  ordered  reseiwea  for  me  to  Nashville.  I  pre- 
fer for  the  future  to  make  the  movement  on  Milledgeville,  Millen,  and  Savannah 
river.  Hood  now  rests  twenty-four  miles  south,  his  left  on  the  Chattahoochee, 
and  hie  right  on  the  West  Point  road.  He  is  removing  the  iron  of  the  Macon 
road.     I  can  whip  his  infantry,  but  his  cavalry  is  to  be  feared. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Heatciuartehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  30,  1864. 
Gbnbbal;  I  have  pretty  clear  information  that  Hood  has  a  pai-t  of  his 
infantry  across  the  Chattahoochee,  twenty-four  miles  south  of  us,  and  it  may  be 
all,  I  know  that  desperate  efforts  will  be  made  to  render  our  roads  useless. 
Forrest  is  in  Middle  Tennessee,  but  I  think  will  have  his  hands  full,  for  I  have 
sent  up  two  divisions  of  Thomas,  and  Thomas  went  up  himself  yesterday. 
I  may  have  to  make  some  quick  counter  moves  east  and  southeast.  Keep  your 
folks  ready  to  send  baggage  into  Atlanta  and  to  start  on  short  notice.  Make 
your  preparations  quietly  without  attracting  any  notice.  There  are  fine  com 
and  potato  fields  about  Covington  and  the  Ocmulgee  bottoms.  We  are  well 
supplied  with  bread,  meat,  &e.,  but  forage  is  scarce  and  may  force  us  to  strike 
out.  If  we  make  a  eeunter  move  1  will  go  out  myself  with  a  large  force,  and 
take  such  a  route  as  will  supply  us,  and,  at  the  same  time,  make  Hood  recall 
tlie  whole  or  part  of  his  army. 
Tours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General'. 
General  Cox,  Decatur,  Georgia. 
14  « 
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EoME,  September  30,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  judge  is  here,  waiting  for  the  two  gentlemen.  He  reports  Hood's  army 
across  the  Chattahoochee — a  portion  at  Villa  Rica;  all  moving  on  Elue  moun- 
tain.    Their  cavahy  at  Carrollton. 

JNO.  M.  CORSE,  Brigadier  General. 


[CipLci-.] 
HKADmiARTRRS  MjLTTABV  BivisioM  OF  THE  Mississippi, 

In  thejieid,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  30,  1364. 
Major  General  6.  H.  Thomas,  Chattanooga  : 

Your  despatch  is  received.  I  have  notified  all  army  commanderB  to  stop 
furloughs.  Give  orders  to  keep  the  telegraph  line  via  Knoxville  aad  Cumber- 
land Gap  in  good  order.  There  is  no  douht  aome  of  Hood's  infantry  is  across 
the  Chattahoochee,  hut  I  don't  think  hia  whole  army  is  across.  If  he  moves 
his  whole  force  to  Blue  mountain,  yon  watch  him  from  the  direction  of  Steven- 
son, and  I  will  do  the  same  from  Rome,  and  as  soon  as  all  things  are  ready  I 
■will  take  advantage  of  his  opening  to  me  all  of  Georgia. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN,  Major  General 


Marietta,  September  30,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Desertere  and  citizens  report  the  following:  Hood  with  his  anny  in  three 
columns  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  on  Sunday  last  at  OampheUton,  and  above 
and  below.  Citizens  on  their  line  of  march  told  them  that  the  soldiers  (rebel) 
said  they  were  going  to  Rome.  I  have  sent  sconts  in  that  direction,  and  will 
soon  hear  from  there.     All  quiet  here. 

J.  McARTHUE,  Brigadier  General. 


[CLpLpr.] 

CHATTA?iOOGA,  September  30,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

My  latest  new*  up  to  10  a.  m.  is,  that  Forrest  was  at  Lynchburg,  and  Mil- 
y  P        1  1'''^*  they  heard  some  of  Forrest's  officers  say  that  they 

w    Id  k    I      N  shville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  to-day,  and  destroy  it 

n  1  h  y  d  1  h  other.  I  am  getting  Morgan's  troops  arranged,  and  hope 
h  w  11  ea  I  h  to-night.  If  Forrest  does  not  hreak  the  road  to-day,  I 
t  }         w  11  b  by  to-night.     Granger's  inforniation  confirms  Milroy's  as 

to  F  p  n  last  night.     I  have  heard  from  Rousseau  at  "Wartrace ; 

his  cavalry  to  hia  hont  and  right  observing  Forrest's  movements.  He  also 
reports  I'orrest  at  Lynchburg,  (Lynvillc) 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  Mcjor  General. 


.[Cipher.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieid,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  30,  1864. 
General  :  I  have   yours  and  Ronssean's  despatches.     Try  and  make  a 
jnaction  with  Eousseau.     I  suppose  FoiTest  will  manage  to  break  the  road  to- 
night; bnt  leave  defensive  garrisons,  aad  pnsh  right  at  him  with  as  heavy  a 
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force  as  you  can  get,  and  aa  soon  as  possible.  He  won't  figlit,  but  infantry 
can  dog  him.  Take  provisions  and  forage  of  the  towns  and  people,  and  replace 
them,  aiter  the  work  is  done.  If  yon  can  turn  him  towards  Lamb's  Ferry, 
Granger  should  make  a  redoubt,  covering  the  ford,  and  hold  him  in  check  until 
the  infantry  can  get  up.  We  will  never  have  a  better  chance  at  him  than  now. 
I  will  watch  Hood  here. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  General. 
General  G-.  H.  Thomas, 

,  Tennessee. 


HKADyiJAHTEna  Dk['Alitms.\t  of  THt;  Tka'nksseg, 

Octohcr  1,  1864. 
Major  General  Siigkman  : 
The  followiQgjast  received.  0,  0.  HOWARD, 

Major  General, 
"Memphis,  September  28,  1864. 
"Forrest  made  a  speech  at  Topelo  on  the  16th  instant,  and  told  his  men  he 
was  going  to  Middle  Tennessee  to  operate  on  Sherman's  communications,  and 
promised  that  he  would  compel  Shermaa  to  evacuate  Georgia  within  sixty  days ; 
also  promised  all  the  horses  they  wanted.  On  the  20th  he  was  at  Cherokee, 
neai-  the  Tennessee,  with  most  of  his  command.  He  profcably  has  about  five 
thousand  (5,000)  men.  A  small  force  has  crossed  the  Tennessee  tower  dowa. 
Staff  officer  from  you  has  not  arrived.  The  information  in  regard  to  Forrest  is 
entirely  reliable.  You  are  aware,  I  suppose,  that  I  am  now  weak.  All  the  16th 
corps  has  gone,  the  oue-huudi-ed-day-men  gone,  and  nearly  half  of  my  cavalry 
sent  after  Price  and  Shelby,  aud  one  regiment  to  St.  Louis. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Tn  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Ocioier  1,  1864. 
General  G.  H.  Thomas,  Chattanooga  : 

Hood  has  evidently  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  to  the  west,  but  has  not  gone 
to  Blue  mountain.  Kilpatrick,  on  the  Sweetwater,  reports  he  could  hear  drums 
at  reveille.  There  is  too  much  ostentation  in  this  move  of  Hood's,  and  he  may 
attemp  to  swing  his  cavalry  on  our  road.  I  liave  ordered  General  Garrard  over 
to  Powder  Springs,  I  wiU  watch  him  close.  Make  as  quick  work  with  For- 
rest as  you  can,  and  get  back  to  eo-operate  with  me. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipliev.] 

CViATTANoOHA,  October  1,  1864— 12  m. 
Major  General  Shebmam  : 

General  Granger  reported  last  evening  from  Huntsville  that  the  enemy  had  ap- 
peared before  Huntsville,  and  had  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  town.  He  had 
no  doubt  but  that  he  could  hold  the  place,  but  asked  for  re-enforoements,  as  he 
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did  not  Jiave  force  enough  to  aaaume  the  offensive.  I  have  sent  General  Mor- 
■^an's  division  to  hiin  this  morning.  I  hear  from  General  Rousseau,  who  says 
he  has  sent  General  Milroy  with  Calver's  brigade  to  Decheid  with  instructions 
to  send  out  cavalry  scouts,  and  to  report  promptly  anythiug  of  interest.  Main 
cavalry  force  has  beea  ordered  to  Winchester,  with  instructions  to  push  out 
scouting  parties  on  all  roads  west  of  railroad.  From  the  best  information,  he 
does  not  believe  the  enemy  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Tullahoma  or  Decherd.  The 
operator  at  Decherd  reports  an  engine  in  from  the  tunnel,  and  all  ie  quiet  there. 
No  excitement  and  no  signs  of  the  enemy.  The  indications  are  that  the  road  is 
clear  to  Nashville,  I  am  just  about  sending  out  a  conetruction  train  for  Nash- 
ville to  test  the  road,  and  see  if  all  is  right,     I  will  start  the  trains  through 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General. 


[Cipber.] 
Heauquarturs  Military  Dlivision  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  1,  1864. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Point: 

Hood  ja  evidently  on  the  west  side  of  Chattahoochee,  below  Sweetwater,  If 
he  tries  to  get  on  my  road  this  sideof  the  Etowah  I  shall  attack  him;  but  if  he  goes 
on  to  the  Selma  and  Talladega  road,  why  would  it  not  do  for  me  to  leave  Ten- 
nessee to  the  forces  which  Thomas  has,  and  the  reserves  soon  to  come  to  Nash- 
ville, and  for  me  to  destroy  Atlanta,  and  then  march  across  Georgia  to  Savannah 
or  Charleston,  breaking  roads  and  doing  irreparable  damage?  We  cannot  re- 
main oa  the  defensive, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN,  Major  General 


[Cipher,  J 

Heatqcartres  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tlitfidd,  Atlanta,  Ga.,October  I,  1864. 
Generals  Howard  and  Oox  : 

I  have  not  yet  heard  from  Genera!  Grant  as  to  my  proposed  campaign;  but  it 
ja  well  foe  you  to  bear  in  mind  that  if  Hood  swings  over  to  the  Alabama  road, 
and  thence  tries  to  get  into  Tennessee,  I  may  throw  back  to  Chattanooga  all  of 
General  Thomas's  men  as  far  down  as  Kingston,  and  di-aw  forward  all  else,  send 
back  all  cars  and  locomotives,  destroy  Atlanta,  and  make  for  Savannah  or 
Charleston,  via  Milledgeville  and  Millen,  If  Hood  aims  at  our  road  this  side  of 
Kingston,  and  in  no  manner  threatens  Tennessee,  I  will  have  to  turn  on  him. 

Keep  these  things  to  yourselves,  The  march  I  propose  is  less  by  two  hun- 
dred (200)  miles  than  I  made  last  fall,  and  less  than  I  accomplished  in  Febru- 
ary, and  we  could  make  Georgia  a  break  in  the  confederacy  by  ruining  both 
east  and  west  roads,  and  not  running  against  a  single  fort  until  we  get  to  the 
sea-shore  and  in  communication  with  our  ships. 

W.  T:  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commandivg. 


[Cipher.] 
Heauuiiakters  Military  ^^ivision  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  1,  1864 — 2  p.  na. 
General  G.  H.  Thohsas,  Chattanooga  : 

I  have  your  despatch  of  noon.     Use  your  own  discretion  as  to  the  matters 
north  of  the  Tennessee  river.     If  I  can  induce  Hood  to  awing  across  to  Blue 
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mountian,  I  shall  feel  tempted  to  start  for  Mill  edge  ville,  Millen,  aud  Savanaah 
or  Obarleston,  absolutely  destroying  al!  Geoi^ia,  and  taking  either  Savannah 
or  Charleston.  In  that  event  I  would  order  back  to  Chattanooga  everything 
■  the  other  side  of  Kingston,  and  bring  forward  all  else,  destroy  Atlanta  and 
the  bridge,  and  absolutely  scour  the  soutliera  confederacy.  In  that  event  Hood 
would  be  puzzled,  and  would  follow  me ;  or  if  he  entered  Tennessee,  he  could 
make  no  permanent  stay.  But  if  he  attempts  the  road  this  side  of  Kingston 
or  Rome,  I  will  turn  against  him.  Forrest  will  not  attack  our  forts — that  is 
maaifest — ^but  will  try  and  get  possession  of  Decatur.  All  the  infantry  and 
cavalry  not  in  forts  or  block-houses  should  be  directed  against  him  by  roads — 
say  the  Shelbyville  pike  and  Fayetteville. 

W.  'J',  SHERMAJT, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Divisio.n  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  1,  18(54. 
General  Corse,  Rome  : 

General  Hood  has  evidently  crossed  a  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  his  army 
across  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Chattahoochee,  below  Sweetwater.  His  soldiers 
think  he  is  going  for  Blue  mountain ;  I  think  not.  He  may  attempt  fo  get  on  our 
road  this  side  of  AUatoona  or  neai-  Oasarille.  If  at  the  lOitter,  hold  fest.  If  you 
hear  of  him  this  side  of  Allatoona,  leave  a  small  force  to  guard  the  bridge  aci-oss 
Oostanaula,  and  join  your  forces  to  General  John  E.  Smith's,  and  act  against 
Hood  from  AUatoona.  I  will  employ  him  from  this  quarter.  He  cannot  tarry 
long,  and  will  expose  his  flanks  and  trains,  which  should  be  harassed.  We 
have  more  than  a  month's  provisions,  and  a  large  well-appointed  army,  and  can 
operate  from  this  point.  General  Grant  has  ordered  large  reserves  to  Nashville, 
and  General  Thomas  is  there  to  manage  them. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  ( 


Hkadquartegs  Military  Divisio?j  of  thg  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  2,  18G4. 
Major  General  Howard  : 

To-morrow  Gteneral  Garrard  will  feel  weU  out  beyond  Powder  Springs,  and  j. 
want  Ransom  to  develop  the  nature  of  the  force  at  Sliadiia.  Tell  him  to  use 
his  skiiinisii  line  and  supports  in  front,  aad  feel  the  flank  towards  the  west  as 
though  ioterposiug  between  Sbadna  and  the  river.  General  Cox  will  have  a 
division  down  to  Flat  Rpek.  General  Thomas  reported  to-day  that  Forrest  had 
made  his  appearance  at  Hantsville,  and  he  had  sent  General  Morgan's  division 
there.     The  road  and  telegraph  to  Nashville  in  good  order  yet. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


HEADtiUAKTRiis  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  2,  1864. 
Major  General  Howard,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 

There  is  a  flood  in  the  Chattahoochee,  which  has  damaged  our  railroad  bridge, 
and  will  of  course  carry  away  any  of  Hood's  bridges.  I  want  that  reconnois- 
sance  pushed  out  boldly.   As  soon  as  it  reaches  Fairbum  let  me  know,  as  I  may 
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pusli  it  on  to  the  reai-  of  tlieir  bridge.     All  the  valuable  part  of  the  enemy's 
cavaliy  is  over  beyond  Sweetwater,  and  we  can  do  them  damage  on  this  side 
now.     The  same  cause  which  produced  the  rise  in  the  Chattahoochee  will  affect 
the  Tennessee,  and  ToiTcst  will  be  in  danger  with  a  swollen  river  to  his  rear. 
W.  T.   SHEllMAN",  Major  General. 


Marietta,  October  2,  1864 — i  p.  m. 
Major  Geaeral  Shbrmak  ; 

Rebels  driven  off  and  qiiiet  restored  ;  have  three  cars  burned ;  road  being  re- 
paired ;  casnalties  not  yet  reported.  Citizens,  coming  in  for  protection,  report 
that  Hood  was  to  encamp  near  Grey's  mills  to-aight.  They  also  report  that 
an  attack  will  be  made  on  Ackworth  or  Allatoona ;  afterwards  Rome.  In  the 
event  of  a  repulse  they  will  report  by  Blue  mountain,  Jacksonville,  and  Selma. 
J.  McARTHUE, 

Brigadier  General. 


HEADdUAKTEBS   JIlLiTAEV  I>[VIStON  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Iti  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  2,  1864, 
General  Howard,  Present: 

Let  Ransom  come  in  slowly;  and  if  the  enemy  approach,  sally  out  and  attack 
him  fiercely. 

General  Davis  will  be  in  close  support.  I  will  then  throw  General  Stanley 
across  the  Chattahoochee,  and  be  prepared  to  put  ourwhoie force  in  motion,  to 
inteipose  between  Hood  (who  may  attempt  to  mash  our  road  about  Marietta) 
and  his  bridges  at  Oamphellton.  Be  prepared  to  send  in  all  your  trains  to  At- 
lanta, and  to  follow  General  Stanley.  I  would  attack  this  corps  in  position,  hut 
presume  it  is  strongly  intrenched. 
I  am,  &c., 

W  .T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


llKADCtUARTBRS  MiI.ITAKY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

I/i  the  field,  Atlanta.  Qa..,  October  2.  1864. 
D.  S.  Sta;\ley: 

Move  your  command,  with  ordersforyour  ■wagons  to  follow  with  ten  (10)  days' 
rations,  to  Chattahoochee  bridge,  and  in  the  direction  of  Marietta  as  far  as  the 
rebel  intrenchments  about  Smyrna  camp-ground.  Open  communication  with 
General  Elliott,  who  is  over  towards  the  Sweetwater  and  Nose's  creek,  and  com- 
muuicate  with  me  promptly  all  matters  of  importance  by  telegraph  from  the 

W.  -T.  SHERMAN,  Majm-  General. 


IIbapuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Alla-nta,  Ga.,  October  2,  1864. 
il  Cox,  Decatur,  Georgia  : 
Make  all  preparations  to  send  into  Atlanta  tents  and  baggage  and  to  start 
for  Chattahoochee  bridge  on  short  notice.  Send  word  and  recall  that  division 
at  Flat  Rock.  Hood  has  evidently  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  with  two  corps, 
and  left  one  on  this  side  of  the  Chattahoochee  river,  near  Campbellton.  I  pro- 
pose to  attack  the  force  on  the  other  side. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
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nF.ADQOAETEKS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  3,  1864. 
Major  Gen.  Jeff.  0.  Davis,  Comni'dg  lUh  Corps,  near  Atlanta  : 

Move  your  two  (2)  divisions  by  the  nearefst  practicable  roiite  to  the  railroad 
bridge,  cross  above,  and  move  on  the  left  of  Gfeneral  Stanley,  about  the  old  rebel 
line  at  Smyrna  camp-ground,  or  Ruffs  Station,  lookiog  to  the  west.  If  the  re- 
connoiasaaceinpi-ogreBB  to-day  confirms  present  appearances,  we  will  have  to 
strike  the  enemy  over  between  that  point  and  Dallas.  Have  your  wagons  to 
follow  you  only  to  the  old  rebel*  lines  west  of  the  bridge.  Cross  your  men  ahead 
of  General  Stanley's  wagons,  but  his  wagons  will  have  precedence  of  yours. 
General  Stanley  passed  here  about  7  a.  m. 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major  Gena'al. 


Headqdakteks  MiLiTAitv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thtfield,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  3,  1864. 
General  Corse,  Rome : 

Hood  is  meditating  some  plan  on  a  lai-ge  scale.  One  corps  is  intrenched  beloyr 
Oambellton  and  two  corps  are  across  below  Sweetwater,  about  Powder  Springs. 
I  send  Generals  Stanley  and  Davis  over  to-day,  and  may  follow  to-morrow 
myself  with  a  heavy  force.  I  am  willing  he  should  go  to  Blue  monutain,  or  to 
strike  our  road  at  Ackworth  or  Cassville. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 

Major  General. 


IIeadcicarthrs  Military  Divisio\  of  thk  Mississppi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  3,  1864. 
Major  General  0.  0.  Howakd,  East  Point  : 

March  your  command  to-morrow  to  fiuff  3  Station,  towards  Marietta.  Do  yoii 
know  if  Kilpati'ick's  dismounted  men  have  come  in  from  Sandtown?  If  not, 
send  them  word  to  come  into  Atlanta.     Please  answer. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General 


Kashville,  October  3,  1864. 
Major  Geaeral  Sherman  : 

I  reached  this  place  at  2  p.  m.  to-day,  and  found  that  Eousseau  had  organized 
and  despatched  his  troopg  down  the  Alabama  road  as  far  as  Franklin,  and  will 
continue  after  Forrest  until  ho  overtakes  him,  if" Forrest  does  not  cross  tlie  river 
beipre  he  reaches  him.  Major  General  Washbume  is  coming  up  the  Tennessee 
river  with  ten  thousand  (10,000)  cavahy  and  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  infantry. 
He  was  directed  by  Webster,  before  my  arrival,  to  land  his  infantry  at  Jobnson- 
yille,  to  aid  in  the  protection  of  the  depot  there,  and  to  proceed  up  the  river  to 
Clifton  (Fort  Valley)  with  his  cavalry,  and  moVe  towards  Athens  for  the  pur- 
pose of  striking  Forrest's  flank  or  cutting  off  hia. communication  with  Burbridge. 
Genera]  Morgan,  as  I  despatched  you  last  night,  is  moving  from  Athens  upon 
Bainbridge ;  so  it  appears  to  me  there  is  a  fair  chance  of  hemming  Fondest  in  and 
destroying  his  command.  The  river  is  not  fordable,  and  if  we  seize  his  means 
of  crossing  at  Bainbridge  he  will  be  tmable  t6  cross  anywhere  else,  and  I  think 
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EouBaeaii  ouglit  eertaiuJy  to  destroy  him.  Two  Ohio  and  tlirce  Eentacky  reg- 
iments of  the  re-eoforeemeaets  have  arrived  and  are  being  distributed  along  the 
raih-oitd. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major   General. 


IIeauquartebs  MiLiTARy  Divistojw  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  3,  1864. 
CoMMANDiNu  Officbb,  Allatoona  : 

Hood  has  some  infantry  and  eavaliy  about  Powder  Springs.  I  am  watching 
him  close.  He  might  deceive  ua  by  his  cavalry  along  Nose's  creek,  and  slip 
np  to  Ackworth  and  Allatoona.  I  want  the  utmost  vigilance  there.  If  he  go 
for  Allatoona,  I  want  him  delayed  only  long  euoagh  for  me  to  reach  hia  rear. 
Of  course,  his  cavaliy  can  only  nm  across  the  road  and  bother  lis,  but  his  in- 
fantry would  try  to  capture  stores,  without  which  Huod  cauaot  stay  where  he 
ia.     If  he  moves  up  toward  Allatoona  I  will  surely  come  in  force. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Genei-al. 


[Cipliw.] 
OiTY  Point,  Va.,  October  4, 1S64— 11.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  ; 

General  Wilsoa  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you ;  and  that  he  may  have 
rank  to  command  your  cavalry,  I  have  asked  that  he  be  brevetted  a  major  gen- 
d  and  assigned  with  that  rank.     I  believe  Wilson  will  add  fifty  (50)  per  cent, 
s  of  your  cavalry. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

LieiUenant  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Divisiox'  op  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  field,  Smyrna  Camp  Ground,  October  4,  1864. 
General  Slocum,  Atlanta  : 

I  have  reason  to  believe  Wheeler  is  on  our  road  above  Resaca,  Hood's 
main  army  is  between  me  and  Allatoona.  I  shall  attack  the  latter  in  force,  but 
advise  you  to  work  night  and  day  in  perfecting  those  intrencbments  and  in 
economizing  provisions  ;  but  if  I  live,  you  may  count  upon  my  coming  to  your 
rescue.     The  point  of  greatest  danger  is  the  bridge  ;  therefore,  look  to  it. 


Near  Kknesaw,  October,  4,  1S64. 
Major  General  Shkrman  : 
Just  received  the  following; 

"  Mabibtta  and  Dallas  Road, 

"On  h^-anch.  to  Big  Slianty,  October  4,  18G4. 
"  General  Van  Devbr  : 

"I  found  the  enemy  occupying  our  old  line  of  works  to  the  railroad  in  mor 
force  than  dismounted  cavalry  can  dislodge  from  them.     I  cover  the  Dalla 
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road.  All  my  information  leads  me  to  believe  that  there  is  a  large  force  of  in- 
fantry with  cavaliy.  Please  commuuieate  this  to  Generals  Sherman  and 
Stanley. 

"  W.  L.  ELLIOTT." 


Ni3. 


iKf 


w,  October  4,  1864. 


Major  General  Sherman  : 

Stanley  at  Marietta-  The  enemy  in  strong  force  in  my  front  all  the  morn- 
ing. This  afternoon  he  moved  off  to  Allatoona.  General  Elliott  reports  him 
in  too  strong  force  for  dismounted  cayalry.  Prieoners  say  tbe  force  in  my  front 
was  French's  division.  From  top  of  Kenesaw  heavy  bodies  of  infantry,  ar- 
tillery, and  cavalry  could  he  seen  going  north.  The  movement  to  my  right 
was  a  feint.  My  headquarters  at  foot  of  Kenesaw ;  a  part  of  the  command 
occupying  the  ridge  north. 

■WM.  VAN  DEVEE, 

r  General, 


Little  Krnesaw  Modntatn, 

OeXohm-  4,  1864. 
J[ajor  General  Siikrmak  : 

We  arrived  here  at  3,30  p.  m„  and  have  camped  in  the  old  rebel  works  in  the 
vicinity  and  eonth  of  Little  Kenesaw.  From  top  of  the  mountain  I  could  see 
the  rebel  troops  hnrning  the  road,  all  of  which  baa  been  reported  to  you  from 
other  sources.  Prisoners  sent  in  by  Greneral  Elliott  report  that  they  still  have 
six  (6)  days'  rations.  They  say  Stewart's  corps  is  burning  the  road,  and 
Hardee  and  Lee's  corps  are  in  the  vicinity  of  Pine  mountain. 

D.  S.  STANLEY, 

Major  General. 


Kenksaw  Mountain,  October  5,  1SG4. 
Official  to  Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  enemy  in  heavy  force  have  moved  north  to  Allatoona — infantry,  cavalry, 
and  artillery.     Onr  cavalry  advance  is  two  (2)  miles  in  his  rear. 

WM.  VAN  DEVER, 

Brigadier  General. 


Received  Signal  Station,  Viuing's  " 


A.  S.  COLE,  Co2>tam  and  A.  S.  O. 


Hbadqitarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Marietta,  October  5,  1864. 
General  Elliott  : 

I  have  heard  from  Allatoona.  All  right.  General  Corse  is  there,  bat  wonnded. 
You  need  not  send  all  of  General  GaiTard's  cavalry,  but  send  a  squadron.  Let 
them  make  a  circuit,  and  they  will  find  nothing  there. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
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WiBow  Orr's,  on  Ackworth  Road, 

Oatohcr  6,  I8C4— 3  p.  m. 
Majoi-  Ueneral  Sherman  : 

Ycur  despatch  is  received.  I  Lave  information,  which  aeema  rehable,  that 
the,  enemy  went  hack  yeaterday.  We  find  no  eigne  of  them,  except  that  a  few- 
scouts  were  here  this  morning.  My  advance,  near  Mount  Ohvet  church,  finds 
nothing  more  than  here.  The  roads  this  aide  of  Pine  mountain  are  in  places 
almost  impassable,  having  evidently  grown  no  better  since  we  lef^  in  June. 
This  has  delayed  me,  as  the  artilleiy  can  scarcely  get  forward  at  all.  I  leave 
a  brigade  with  the  weak  teams,  and  push  on  with  the  real.  Will  observe  your 
directions  as  to  signals.  Please  send  me  word  whether  I  shall  endeavor  to  get 
my  teams  up  as  far  as  I  go,  or  whether  we  shall  calculate  upon  returning  by 
same  route.  ' 

J.  D.  OOX,  Brigadier  General. 


[Signal,] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  ICenesaw,  October  6,  1864. 
General  Oobsb,  AUatoona: 

Let  the  Kome  force  return  at-  once  to  Eome  and  protect  the  road.     I  will 
cover  AUatoona. 

W.  T.  SI-IEEMAK,  Major  General. 


Allatoo.\a,  Ga.,  October  &,  186i— 2  p.  m. 
Captain  L.  M.  Dayton.  A.  D.  C.  .- 

I  am  short  a  cheek-bone  and  one  ear,  hut  am  able  to  whip  all  hell  yet.  My 
losses  are  very  heavy.  A  force  inoving  from  Stilesboro'  on  Kingston  gives  nie 
some  anxiety.     Tell  me  where  S' 


[Signal.]  ■ 
HEADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Kmesato,  October  6,  lS6i. 
General  CoBSB,  AUatoona: 

Am  jwst  in.  Am  very  sorry  at  yoiir  wotind,  hut  all  is  right  with  yon.  If 
possible  keep  the  enemy  off  your  lines,  and  let  me  know  at  once  what  force  you 
have,  and  what  ie  at  Kingston  and  Eome ;  also  signal  some  account  of  your 
fight.     Hood  has  retreated  to  Dallas. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 


NaAR  Nkw  Hopa  Church,  October  7,  1864. 
Major  Genera!  Sherman: 

General  Gan-ard  near  New  Hope  church  11.30  a.  m„  skirmishing  with  rear. 
Armstrong  camped  where  he  then  was,  and  French's  division  at  church.  Can't 
tell  route  taken;  rumor  says  Dallas;  citizens  tell  conflicting  stories.  Can't 
determine  anything.  Captured  General  Steele  and  a  colonel  wounded.  A  few 
prisonei-s, 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Brigadier  General,  Sfe, 
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Headocartehs  Mjlitary  Division  of  the  MississipI'J, 

la  ilie field,  Kenesaw,  October  7,  1864. 
General  Oorse,  AUatoona : 

I  received  your  report.  I  have  so  high  hh  appreciation  of  your  aervioea  and 
those  of  your  command,  as  also  that  of  Colonel  Tourtellotte  and  garriacin,  that 
I  shall  make  the  detenee  of  AJlatooua  the  subject  of  a  general  order. 

I  will  move  my  army  one  step  north  to-morrow,  and  want  you  to  exereiae  a 
general  care  over  the  operations  from  AUatoona  as  far  aa  Kingston.  I  will  ao 
place  my  command  that  in  one  day's  work  they  wUI  replace  all  the  tiea  bnmed 
between  Allatoona  and  Kenesaw,  and  leave  the  laying  of  the  iron  to  the  cou- 
struction  pai-6y.     We  have  two  miUioa  seven  hundred  thousand  (2,700,000)  ra- 

■  tions  of  bread  in  Allatoona,  and  can  afford  to  await  lepaira.  My  infantry  is  now 
neai-  Dallaa,  and  cavalry  must  be  below  it.  General  Garrard  passed  New  Hope 
before  noon,  and  General  Kilpatrickat  Powder  Springa  at  llj  a.  m.  Both  are 
ordered  to  push  the  enemy  and  develop  hia  rotibi  of  movement.  He  ia  already 
too  far  soutn  to  make  the  Etowah  bridge  via  Stilesboro'.  Still  too  much  care 
cannot  be  exercised.  General  John  E.  Smith  should  be  down,  and  I  will  be  maeh 
obliged  if  you  cau  send  to  Generala  Thomas  and  Webater  notice  that  AUatoona 
is  safe  in  our  possession,  the  new  and  contracted  line  finished  and  ready  for  de- 
fence, ao  that  General  Sloctim  can  hold  it  againat  Hood's  whole  army.  The 
bridge  across  the  Chattahoochee,  which  was  carried  away  by  the  freshet,  will  be 
done  by  to-morrow,  and  I  will  put  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men  at  work  at  once 
to  replace  the  tiea  biirned  by  the  enemy,  thirty-five  thousand  (35,000,)  and  have 
the  road  ready  for  the  iron  by  the  time  the  construction  train  cornea  from  the 
north.  I  almost  share  the  pain  of  your  wound  with  you,  but  you  know  for  quick 
work  I  cannot  get  along  without  you,  and  ask  you,  spite  of  pain,  to  keep  your 
head  clear  and  leave  others  to  do  your  bidding.  Your  presence  alone  saved  to 
uH  Allatoona  the  day  before  yesterday,  but  this  does  not  detract  from  the  merit 
of  the  others.  Keep  me  well  advised,  for  I  now  think  Hood  will  rather  awing 
againat  Atlanta  and  the  Chattahoochee  bridge  than  against  Kingston  and  the 
Ktowah  bridge  ;  but  he  is  eccentric,  and  I  cannot  guess  his  movements  as  I  could 

.those  of  Johnston,  who  waa  a  sensible  man  and  only  did  sensible  things.  If 
Hood  does  not  mind  I  will  catch  him  in  a  worse  anap  than  he  has  been  in  yet. 
Rome  is  of  no  value  at  all  save  as  a  flank.  Destroy  its  bridges  and  factories  on 
the  slightest  provocation,  and  cover  the  vital  points  of  our  road. 

"W.  T.  SUEEMAN". 
Major  General  C 


HEADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DlVISIOU  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Kenesaw,  October  7,  1864, 
General  Cox  : 

Call  in  all  your  detachments,  save  the  one  at  AUatoona,  and  be  prepai'ed  for 
a  march.     When  all  reports  are  in,  aay  about  midnight,  will  send  you  orders. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headqitahters  Military  Division  of  thg  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kenesaw,  October  7,  1864. 
General  Howard  : 

Don't  move  until  further  orders.     I  await  further  information  from  our  cav 

^  '^'  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 
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Atlanta,  Octoher  7,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Everything  is  perfectly  quiet  liere  ;  tlie  bridge  will  be  finished  to  night.  Are 
you  willing  I  should  send  a  strong  foraging  party  northeast?  I  think  it  caa  be 
eafely  done. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major  Genm'aL 


Rome,  Ga.,  Octoler  9,  1S64, 
Major  General  Sherman  ; 

Tour  despatch  to  Geaeral  Itanm  and  myself,  signed  Dayton,  is  just  received- 
The  bridges  across  the  Etowah  have  been  efFectualiy  destroyed  yesterday  eve- 
ning. All  intelligence  I  have  indicates  that  Hood  has  not  gone  to  Cedai-town. 
I  have  just  finished  a  new  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Etowah,  and  have  sent  a 
cavalry  force  to  reconnoitre  towards  Cedartown  I  have  my  flanks  and  front 
well  patrolled,  and  can  give  you  more  information  to-morrow. 

JOHN  M.  CORSE, 

Brigadier  General. 


[Ciyhcc.] 

Heabqtiabtehs  MiLiTAiiv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  AUatoona,  October  9,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck  : 

General  Hood  crossed  the  Ohattahoochee,  and  before  I  waa  convinced  of  his 
designs  he  had  got  across  to  Powder  Spring.  I  immediately  resolved  to  leave 
the  20th  corps,  General  Slocum's,  at  Atlanta,  and  push  for  Maiietta.  I  reached 
the  Kenesaw  mountain  October  6,  just  in  time  to  witness  at  a  distance  the 
attack  on  Allatoona.  I  had  anticipated  this  attack,  and  had  ordered  from  Some 
General  Corse,  with  re-enforcements,  and  the  attack  was  met  and  handsomely 
repulsed,  the  enemy  losing  some  two  hundred  (300)  dead,  and  more  than  one 
thousand  (1,000)  wouoded  aud  prisoners.  Oar  loss  about  seven  hundred  (700) 
ia  the  aggregate.  The  enemy  captured  the  small  garrison  at  Big  Shanty  and 
Ackworth,  and  burned  about  seven  (7)  miles  of  our  railroad,  but  we  have  at 
Allatoona  and  Atlanta  an  abundance  of  provisions.  Hood  observing  our  ap- 
proach, has  moved  rapidly  back  to  Dallas  and  Van  Wert,  and  I  am  watching 
him  in  case  he  tries  to  reach  Kingston  or  Rome.  Atlanta  is  perfectly  secure  to 
us,  and  the  army  is  better  off  out  here  than  in  camp. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Genwal. 


Cartebsville,  Ga.,  Octoher  9,  1S61. 
Captain  L.  M.  Dayton,  A.  D.  C. : 

A  despatch  just  received  from  Resaea  states  that  one  thousand  (1,000)  rebel 
cavalry  are  between  Villaaow  and  Snake  Creek  Gap,  and  one  hundred  (100) 
guarding  the  Gap.  Information  received  from  citizens,  A  ti-ain  was  run  off  track 
near  Dalton  to-night — I  suppose  a  construction  train  sent  down  to  convey  cross- 
ties  to  Ackworth. 

G.  B.  BAUM, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General. 
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Headquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  AUatoona,  October,  9, 1S64. 
General  Corse,  Rome : 

I  am  now  here,  and  have  troops  so  dispoaetl  that  I  can  move  them  rapidly  to 
Eome  or  Kingston,  if  needed,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  move  them  further  to  the  rear. 
We  hftve  plenjy  of  forage  and  provisions,  and  eaa  repair  the  road  long  before 
our  necessities  call  for  more  supplies. 

Keep  scouts  and  spies  well  out  about  Oedartown  and  Centi-e,  and  give  me  no- 
tice of  Hood'a  movements.     If  he  goes  to  Blue  mormtmti,  let  him  go. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Rome,  October  9,  1864—7.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  SnEitiWAiV  : 

Your  despatch  received.  The  only  indication  of  an  enemy  since  my  arrival 
here  being  the  appearance  of  a  cavalry  force  at  Reynolds's  ford,  near  Kingston.  I 
am  ready  to  fly  there  in  case  they  should  attempt  a  crossing.  I  promise  to  keep 
you  advised  of  anything  transpiriog  weat  of  Kingaton  ;  I  can  hai'dly  say  so  much 
of  the  country  around  Canton. 

JOHN  M.  CORSE, 

Brigadier  General. 


[Ciplier.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  tiik  Mississippi, 

Ik  the  field,  AUatoona,  October  9,  186-1. 
Major  General  Tho.'uas,  Nashville: 

I  came  up  here  to  relieve  our  road.  20th.  corps  at  Atlanta,  Hood  reached 
our  road  and  broke  it  up  between  Big  Shanty  and  Ackwortb,  and  attacked 
AUatoona,  hut  was  repulsed.  We  have  plenty  of  bread  and  meat,  bat  forage 
scarcer.  I  want  to  destroy  all  the  road  helow  Chattanooga,  including  Atlanta, 
and  make  for  the  sea-coast.  We  cannot  defend  this  long  line  of  road.  Replace 
all  the  guards  on  the  road  down  as  far  as  Chattanooga,  and  have  a  reserve  force 
for  the  defence  of  Tennessee,  and  bring  hack  your  divisions  of  Newton  and 
Morgan.  We  can  have  the  road  repaired  in  a  week,  and  have  plenty  of  grub 
in  the  meantime,  bat  I  expect  Hood  will  malte  a  break  at  Kingston,  Rome,  or 
some  other  point  soon.  Sorry  that  Forrest  escaped.  I  douht  the  necessity  of 
repairiDg  the  road  about  Elk  river  and  Athens,  aud  suggest  that  you  wait  before 
giviog  orders  for  repairs. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Mojor  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.J 
HEAuciOARTEiift  Military  Division  of  the  Misstssippi, 

In  the  field,  AUatoona,  Ga.,  October  9,  1864. 
Lieut.  General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.  .• 

It  will  be  a  physical  impossibility  to  protect  the  roads,  now  that  Hood,  Forrest, 
Wheeler,  and  the  whole  batch  of  devils,  are  turned  loose  without  home  or  habi- 
tation. I  think  Hood's  movements  indicate  a  diversion  to  the  end  of  tbe  Selma 
and  Talladega  railroad,  at  Blue  mountain,  about  sisty  (60)  miles  southwest  of 
Home,  from  whieh  he  will  threaten  Kingston,  Bridgeport,  and  Decatur,  Alabama, 
I  propose  that  we  break  up  the  railroad  from  Chattanooga,  and  strike  out  with 
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wagons  for  Milled geville,  Milieu,  and  Savannab,  Until  we  can  repopnlate 
Georgia  it  is  useless  to  occupy  it,  but  the  attev  destiiiction  of  ita  roads,  houses, 
and  people  will  cripple  their  military  resom-ces.  By  attempting  to  hold  the 
roads  we  will  lose  a  thoiiBand  roen  monthly,  and  will  gain  no  result.  I  can 
make  the  march  and  make  Georgia  howl.  We  have  over  eigtt  thousand  (8,000) 
cattle  and  three  million  rations  of  bread,  hut  no  corn,  hut  we  can  forage  in  the 
interior  of  the  State. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Gineral  Comfaandtng. 


KoMK,  Ga„  Octoher  10,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  two  (S)  pontoon  bridges — one  across  the  Etowah,  leading  south,  and 
one  across  the  Oostanaula,  lea.ding  west.  I  use  the  one  across  the  Oostanaula 
to  pass  my  infantry  and  cavalry  pickets  and  patrols.  I  will  push  my  cavalry 
out  west  and  feel  for  the  enemy  strong.  Upon  their  return  I  will  have  the 
bridge  taken  up  at  midnight  and  move  it  up  into  town,  unless  you  think  other- 
wise and  order  to  the  contrary.  Then  I  will  destroy  it  at  once.  Further 
information  by  an  escaped  prisoner  indicates  that  Hood  is  crossing  the  Ooosa 
with  his  whole  army.  Hood's  headquarters  at  present  are  at  Cave  Springs. 
JOHN  M.  COE.se, 

Brigadier  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Allatoona,  October  10,  1864. 
GENiiiiAL:  My  last  accounts  put  the  enemy  about  Oedartown,  and  it  is  prudent 
we  should  he  near  him.  You  may  march  your  army,  embracing  all  detactiments 
and  wagone,  to  and  beyond  Gartersville,  and  in  ease  of  Kicgeton  being  threatened 
you  will  hasten  to  that  place,  hut  not  beyond  without  other  ordere.  The  other 
armies  will  follow  provided  we  get  intelligence  that  makes  it  proper  and  neces- 

Yours,  &c., 


General  Cox,  Co-n'dg  Army  of  the  Ohio. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Wajor  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.  J 


Heaik-i'jarters  Military  Division  of  tise  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Allatoona,  October  10,  1864. 
General  J.  D.  Webster,  Nashmlle  i 

I  want  all  the  recruits  that  arrive  to  be  distributed  to  the  three  (3)  armies  in 
just  proportion — say  one-half  to  the  Cumberland  and  one-quarter  to  each  of  the 
Tennessee  and  Ohio.  New  regiments  may  guard  road*,  hut  should  be  kept 
near  NashvUle — that  is,  above  the  post  of  Stevenson  and  Pulaski— so  as  to  be 
easily  united  into  a  good  reserve  force  in  case  I  leave  Tennessee  to  itself  and 
push  for  the  sea.  I  have  now  beef  and  bread  enough,  but  want  to  repair  roads 
6o  as  to  send  my  sick  and  wounded  hack.  Hood  is  near  Cedartown,  south  of 
Eome,  and  my  impression  is  he  will  rendezvous  at  Blue  mountain,  the  end  of 
the  Selma  and  Talladega  road.     He  may  strike  at  Kingston  or  Bome,  or  even 
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go  lip  towai-ds  Bridgeport  or  Stevensou,  hut  I  rather  think  he  will  hang  on  our 
flanks  as  a  threat.  I  will  Btay  ahout  hero  and  Kiogatoa  till  our  road  ia  finished 
or  until  Hood  develops  his  game. 

W.'  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


HEADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DiVlSlOW  OF  THE  MrSSlSSItTI, 

In  thejield,  CarterseilU,  Oaloher  10,  1864. 
General  Corse,  Rome: 

Get  your  men  into  the  strongest  forts  and  hold  them.     All  my  army  is 
marthiug  hard,  straight  for  Rome.     The  23d  corps  ia  now  near  Oj^HTille,  aad 
1  will  make  the  othera  march  to-night.     Is  not  the  Oostanaula  too  deep  to  he 
forded  ?     I  doTibt  if  Hood  will  pnt  his  army  on  thia  side  the  Oostanaula. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Cabtbhstille,  October  10,  186'4. 
Captain  L.  M.  Dayton,  A.  D.  C.  .- 

Order  the  armies  of  the  Cumberland  and  TBnuP3'<ee  to  Kingston  with  trains ; 
the  former  to  leave  the  details  to  repair  the  railioad,  and  the  latter  to  bring 
along  fifteen  hundred  {1,500)  head  of  cattle,  to  miich  well  into  the  night,  and 
aim  to  reach  Kingston  to-morrow.  If  any  column  on  the  march  overtakes  the 
resir  of  either,  to  take  a  road  eo  as  to  pass  lound  Biiiig  our  headquarters  to 
this  place.     Also  order  the  cavalry  to  move  to  Kmgston  or  Kome. 

"  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Rome,  Ga.,  October  10,  1S64— 6.25  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  ; 

Negro  just  from  Coosaville  reports  Hood  croaeiug  hia  army  hy  pontoon  bridges 
to  west  bank  of  Coosa.  Hia  pontoon  traina  arrived  there  last  night  about  dark. 
Negro  says  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry  have  all  passed  over  it  during  the 
night.  He  thinks  from  what  he  can  learn  that  they  are  coming  to  Rome.  The 
prisoners  captui  ed  say  they  are  goicg  to  Kentucky,  smashing  our  road  as  they  go. 
JOHN  M.  OOaSE, 

Brigadier  General. 


Rome,  Ga..  October  10,  1864. 
Major  General  Shermam  : 

My  spies  and  deserters  report  the  following,  which  is  corroborated  in  different 
ways  !  Hood  arrived  at  Cedartown  yesterday  morning  early,  and  remained  till 
12  m.,  cooking  two  days'  rations.  Comnienced  crossing  on  two  pontoon  bridgea 
at  Coosaville  at  daylight  this  morning.  Wheeler  crossed  one-half  his  forces 
first,  followed  by  Lee's  corps  and  Hardee,  leaving  Stewart's  and  the  balance  of 
Wheeler's  to  cross  to-mon-ow  morning.  Their  destination  is  Huntsville,  &e. 
They  are  to  attack  Rjime  at  daylight,  squelch  me  and  get  the  stores ;  then  con- 
tinue the  journey.  I  have  had  men  and  women  in  and  tlirough  their  camps  to- 
day. They  have  various  reports,  some  of  which  I  will  report.  All  headquarters 
transportation  was  sent  to  Blue  mountain.     The  object  of  the  trip  ia  recruits 
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from  Tenneaaee,  They  number  ten  thousancl  (10,000)  cavalry  and  thirty 
tbouaand  (iiO.OOO)  infantry.  They  had  twenty  (30)  daya' rations  when  they 
left  the  Chattahoochee.  I  will  hold  them  as  long  as  men  can  stand  and  guns 
can  shoot.  They  have  pushed  their  forces  up  against  my  pickets  to-niglit  and 
are  quite  close.  I  will  looli  to  you  for  help  and  keep  you  advised.  Have  sent 
a  few  men  to  guide  (jiarrard  through. 

JOHN  M,  CORSE, 

Brigadier  General. 


Headquartebs  Military  Division  of  thk  Miss^issifpt, 

la  HieJieU,  Cartmsville,  Ga.,  October  10,  1864. 
General  CoBSB,  Rome  : 

Forrest  has  been  driven  out  of  Tennessee  by  way  of  Florence.     Hood  will 
hear  of  this  and  will  not  venture  to  attack  you  or  to  push  up  towards  Lafayette. 
Stili  be  all  ready,  aud  I  will  liiirry  up  my  men  as  fast  as  they  can  marcli. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cotnmanding. 


[Cipher.] 
Headquaetbhs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Cartersvillc,  October  10,  1S64. 
General  Grant,  City  Point ; 

Despatch  about  Wilson  just  received.  Hood  is  now  crossing'  Coosa  twelve 
(12)  miles  below  Rome,  boand  west.  If  lie  passes  over  to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
road,  had  I  not  better  execute  the  plan  of  mj  letter  sent  by  Colonel  Porter,  and 
leave  General  Thomas  with  the  troops  now  in  Tennessee  to  defend  the  State  1 
He  will  have  an  ample  force  when  the  re-enforcements  ordered  reach  Nashville. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 
Headquarters  Militarv  Divisiom  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  thejield,  Carte^ssille,  October  10,  1S64. 
General  Thomas,  NasJivUle: 

Hood  has  crossed  the  Coosa  below  Rome,  and  is  now  threatening  that  place. 
I  am  also  marching  for  it.  Collect  all  your  command  at  some  converging  place, 
say  Stevenson,  and  be  prepared  for  anytbiog.  If  he  turns  to  Chattanooga,  I 
will  follow  ;  but  if  he  shoots  off  towards  Tuscumbia,  I  will  act  according  to  iny 
■information  of  your  strength.     Call  in  all  troops  within  your  reach. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Ciplier.] 
Kasiiville,  October  10, 1864— 13,30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Si^erman  : 

Tour  despatches  of  13  m.  and  5  p.  m.  have  been  received.  I  cannot  8 
positively  that  I  can  hold  Hood  with  the  present  force  I  have  and  the  re-i 
forcement*  expected,  because  I  donotknowhowmanyi-e-enforeements  are comii 
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I  will  do  my  best,  however,  and,  as  you  direct,  will  concentrate  the  infantry  force 
ahout  Stevenson  and  HuntsviUe,  leaving  a  poi-tion  of  the  cavalry  to  watch  the 
river  hetween  Decatur  and  Eastport.  Have  you  given  orders  to  Washburne,  or 
am  I  to  issue  orders  to  him;  aiid  if  ander  my  command,  where  would  you  pi-efer 
that  I  sKouId  place  his  troops  ? 

&E0.  H.THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


Headquahtebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississii'i'i, 
In  thejield,  CartersviUe,  Ga.,  October  10,  1864—4.5  p.  m. 
General  Corse,  Rome: 

I  am  glad  you  have  two  bridges.  Take  np  the  one  over  the  Oostanaula  at 
the  last  moment  of  safety,  and  keep  it,  for  I  will  want  to  use  it.  Hood  would 
have  attacked  you  before  this  if  he  intended  to,  for  he  must  know  I  am  near 
you.  HiB  cavalry  at  the  Pumpkin  Vine  knew  we  were  marching  through  the 
Pass.  Watch  his  movements  close,  and  I  thuik  he  will  only  throw  a  force 
towai-da  Kome,  to  cover  bis  movement  either  over  towards  the  Tennessee  or  back 
to  Georgia.  Look  out  for  our  cavalry  south  of  the,  Etowah  at  daylight.  To 
get  at  Rome  he  must  cross  the  Oostanaula  again,  and  that  will  take  him  a  whole 
day,  and  that  will  give  me  all  the  time  I  aek.     I  do  not  think  he  wiU  attack 


Kome. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN", 


[CipW-] 


Headquarters  Militasy  Division  op  the  Missrssippi, 

In,  IkejieU,  Kingston,  October  11,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville  : 

Your  despatch  is  just  received.  General  Corse  telegraphs  that  all  is  quiet  at 
Rome,  and  be  thinks  the  enemy  gone,  but  don't  know  where,  I  will  find  out.  If 
be  goes  back,  of  course  I  will  also.  If  he  goes  to  Blue  mountmn,  I  will  remain 
here  a  short  time.  If  he  sends  up  towards  Ecsaca  or  Lafayette,  I  will  cut  iu 
behind  from  Rome.  The  bridges  from  Resaca  to  Atlanta  are  all  down,  and  we 
dau  repair  the  break  at  Big  Shanty  in  four  (4)  days. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


HEADQUAETBRS  MlLITABV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  ikefieU,  Kingston,  October  11,  1864—10  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer.  Rtsaca: 

In  case  you  are  threatened  you  should  concentrate  your  force  at  the  forts  at 
the  bridge.  Have  abatis  made  at  once  on  the  land  side.  Keep  a  strong  cav- 
alry picket  at  Snake  Cieek  Gap.  As  long  as  the  Oostanaula  is  high,  the  troops 
at  Adairsville  and  Calhoun  should  go  to  Resaca.  snERMAN 

Major  General. 
15* 
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[Cipher.] 
IIradqoarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  October  11,  1S64— 10  a.  m. 
Lieut.  General  Graxt,  Olty  Point,  Va.: 

Hood  moved  his  army  from  Pametto  Station  aei-oss  by  Dallas  and  Gedartown, 
and  is  now  on  the  Coosa  river  south  of  Rome.  He  threw  one  corps  on  my  road 
at  Ackworth,  and  I  was  forced  to  follow.  I  hold  Atlanta  with  the  20th  corps, 
and  have  strong  detachments  along  my  line.  These  reduce  ray  active  force  to 
a  comparative  small  army.  We  cannot  remain  now  on  the  defensive.  With 
twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  men  and  the  hold  cavalry  he  has.  he  can  con- 
stantly break  my  road.  I  would  infinitely  prefer  to  make  a  wreck  of  the  road 
and  of  the  country  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  including  the  latter  city,  send 
back  all  my  wounded  and  worthless,  and  with  my  effective  army  move  through 
Geoi^,  smashing  things  to  the  sea.  Hood  may  turn  into  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky, but  I  believe  be  will  be  forced  to  follow  me.  Instead  of  being  on  the 
defensive,  I  would  be  on  the  offensive.  Instead  of  guessing  at  what  be  means  to 
do,  he  would  have  to  guess  at  my  plane.  The  difference  in  wai  is  full  twenty- 
five  (26)  per  cent.  1  can  make  Savannah,  Charleston,  or  the  mouth  of  the 
Chattahoochee,  (Appalachicola.)  Answer  quick,  as  I  know  we  will  not  have  the 
telegraph  long. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston.  October  11,  1864 — 12  m. 
Genera!  J.  E,  Smith,  CartersvUle  : 

Look  at  the  condition  of  your  trains,  for  I  may  pick  up  your  division  entire 
and  make  a  move  on  a  larger  scale  than  my  Meridian  trip  I  ihiak  Hood  has 
gone  or  will  go  to  Blue  mountain.  Don't  accumulate  much  baggage  or  provi- 
sion at  your  posts.     As  a  rule,  keep  on  hand  only  what  you  can  hanl. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Rome,  Ga.,  Ortohcr  11,  1S64— ll.OO  p.  m. 
Major  General  Shbrma\  : 

A  scout  has  just  arrived  who  was  fourteen  (14)  miles  out  on  Summerville 
road.  He  reports  Martin's  division  as  camping  last  night  about  7  o'clock  at 
Farmer's  bridge,  over  the  Armuchee  river.  Could  hear  of  no  other  troops,  but 
citizens  say  Hardee  crossed  the  Coosa  river  at  Coosaville,  and  that  the  move- 
ment on  this  place  was  merely  a  feint  to  cover  other  movements.  A  small  party 
crossed  the  Oostanaula  this  morning  inquiring  for  Calhoun.  He  knows  of  no 
force  about  Snake  Creek  Gap  nor  Villanow.  Things  are  mixed.  Take  these 
reports  for  what  they  are  worth  and  draw  your  own  conclusions.  As  soon  as  I 
get  ftirtber  information,  will  advise  you. 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brigadier  General. 


Kingston,  October  18,  1864—11.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Besaca  was  attacked  to-day  by  the  enemy's  infantry.  Colonel  Watkins 
evacuated  Calhoun  and  crossed  his  men  to  Resaca,  leaving  horses  on  this  side. 
At  10  o'clock  to-night  musketry  was  still  beard.     I  started  fi-om  Calhoun  to- 
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day  and  found  road  broke  above  AdMrsville,  and  repaired  it.  Left  Colonel  Raum 
with  three  hundred  and  fifty  (350)  infantry  at  Calhoun  to  tiy  to  communicate. 
Loaded  up  all  the  abandoned  commi''aas;y  stores  and  brought  them  here  with 
three  locomotives  and  trams,  that  are  n«w  ready  to  talte  troops  up  the  road  it 
you  desire  to  send  any  I  alio  placed  garrisons  in  the  block-houses  that  had 
been  abandoned. 

The  summons  to  surrender  is  signed,  "  J.  B.  Hood,  Gen'I,''  and  closes  by 
saying,  "If  the  place  !>*  cained  by  assault  no  prisoners  will  be  taken."  Oar 
men  did  not  see  it.  If  I  hear  anything  more  I  will  send  you  word.  One  regi- 
ment of  enemy's  infantry  passed  through  Calhoun  an  hour  before  I  got  there. 

E,  M.  McCOOK, 

Brigadier  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  ne  the  MississtPPi, 

In  thefield,  Rome,  Ga.,  October  13,  1864. 
Colonel  Dean,  Kingston  : 

Hold  fast  all  supplies  and  guard  them  well  until  we  know  exactly  what  course 
things  take.  Don't  send  the  cara  until  you  give  time  for  the  troops  to  reach 
Adairsville.  It  will  be  morning,  I  suppose,  before  they  reacb  there,  though  I 
will  order  General  Howard  to  push  a  division  to-night.  Keep  me  well  advised, 
and  ask  General  Ilaum  to  do  the  same.  I  have  already  caused  their  cavalry  to 
be  driven  below  Coosaville,  capturing  two  guns,  and  have  no  doubt  the  columns 
now  out  will  disturb  Hood,  I  want  him  to  be  held  at  Kesaca  until  I  get  there, 
though  I  suppose  be  will  succeed  or  be  off. 

W,  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major  General. 


EsiSACA,  October  13,  1S64. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

The  enemy  in  heavy  force  are  now  aroTjnd  this  place,  their  rigbt  resting  on 
the  liver  west,  and  their  left  on  the  river  east.  I  have  made  such  disposition  as 
1  feel  sure  will  result  in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy.  Instead  of  a  brigade  having 
been  left  by  the  17th  army  corps  to  re-enforce  this  place,  one  regiment,  the  10th 
Illinois,  is  with  me.  I  trust  that  re-enforcements  will  be  hurried  here  as  soon  as  - 
I  think,  by  placing  a  battery  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  opposite 
right  of  the  enemy,  that  his  position  will  be  enfiladed.  A  pontoon  bridge 
is  now  over  the  stream.  I  have  sent  the  cavalry  horses,  train  and  cara,  under 
the  protection  of  two  hundred  (200)  cavalry. 

G.  B  RAUM, 
Brevet  Brt-'adier  General. 


Headqearters  Military  Division  of  ths  Mississippi, 

In  thefield,  Rorm,  Ga.,  October  13,  1864. 
Genera]  Howard  : 

Start  at  once  for  Eesaca.  I  have  word  from  General  Raum  that  he  still 
holds  the  place,  but  needs  help.  He  says  you  did  not  leave  a  brigade  at  Kings- 
ton, in  consequence  of  which  he  has  not  been  re-enforced, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Gc7icral. 
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llEAUQrARTKRS  MlI.lTARY  DIVISION  OF  TUH  MiSSISSlPPt, 

In  tJie  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  Ovtober  13,  1864. 
General  Sta\lkv  r 

'    March  for  Eesaca  at  once,  taking  the  road  by  Maguire's.     I  have  word  froir 
Colonel  Raum  that  he  holds  the  place. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major  Gsneral. 


IlE^DQUARTEIiS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OI*TIIE  MISSISSIPPI. 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga..  October  13,  1S64. 
General  Cox : 

I  have  word  from  Eesaca.  General  Raum  holds  the  place,  but  needs  help. 
We  must  start  at  once.  I  suppose  hy  the  time  you  get  this  you  will  know  if 
that  bridge  is  gone.  If  so  come,  at  once,  aud  follow  General  Stanley,  who 
marches  by  the  Calhoun  road.    . 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major  General. 


IIbadqdarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  field,  Rome.  Ga.,  October  13,  1864. 
General  Eaum,  Resaea: 

Have  as  many  bridges  finished  for  our  use  as  you  can  by  to-morrow  moLiiiiig. 
Also  gain  all  possible  intelligence  of  t^e  movemenls  of  the  enemy.  Ascertain 
if  Snake  Creek  Gap  be  held  in  force  or  not,  and,  generally,  evei-ything  that  will 
enable  me  to  ai'rive  at  a  correct  judgment. 

Try  and  get  a  messenger  through  the  mountains  witli  as  much  verbal  intelli- 
gence as  possible  of  our  movemeuta.     I  will  try  and  get  through  to-day. 
W.  T.  8EEEMAN, 

Major  General. 


Atlanta,  Octoler  13,  1864—1.15  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  am  convinced  Hood  has  taken  all  his  troops  from  our  front  except  a  small 
cavalry  force  left  near  Sandtown.  I  have  sent  four  hundred  (400)  wagons  for 
forage  to  South  river,  expect  them  in  tliis  evening;  they  are  well  guarded.  If 
they  come  in  safely,  I  shall  send  again  at  once.  Our  new  line  is  well  advanced 
and  very  strong.     The  cattle  arc  here, 

n.  W.  8L0CUM, 

Major  General. 


Eesaca,  Oetoher  13,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  got  those  men  into  Eesaca,  and  the  railway  and  telegraph  all  right.  I 
think  all  the  enemy  will  have  left  hei-o  by  dayigbt,  and  that  they  have  gone 
north  along  the  road,  burning  and  destroying  it  as  they  go.  All  my  cavalry 
will  follow  at  daybreak  to  watch  their  movements. 

General  Baum  is  satisfied  Hood  was  here  in  person  with  two  corps. 
E.  M.  McCOOK, 

Brigadier  General. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mrssissippi, 

In  the  field,  Resaca,  Ga.,  October  14,  1S64. 
Ooloiiel  Pean,  Kingston: 

Tours  to  Colonel  Ewing  received.  Enemy  have  left  here,  and  are  moving 
north,  on  the  railroad,  and  are  also  iu  Snake  Creek  Gap.  Cavalry  has  pursued 
them  beyond  Dalton.     It  is  Hood's  whole  army. 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 


Resaca,  October  14„1864— 6.50  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Jnst  received  despatch  from  Dalton.  Cavalry  dashed  in  tliei'e  aad  captured 
ten  (10)  prisoners.  Stewart's  corps  one  and  a  half  (1  J)  miles  from  there.  Hood 
liEis  divided  his  forces,  one-half  going  towards  the  tunnel,  tearing  up  the  road, 
the  other  going  towards  Dug  Gap. 

E.  M.  McOOOK, 

Brigac/ier  General. 


Eesaca,  October  14,  1SG4. 
r  Geueral  Sherman  : 

am  here  and  collecting  my  troops.     Stanley  has  passed  towards  Tilton. 
of  infantry  and  cavalry  hiis  gone  to  Snake  Creek  Gap. 

0.  0.  HOWARD,  Major  Gmcral. 


Chattanooga,  October  14, 1804 — 9  p.  m, 
Jlajor  General  Sherman  : 

I  went  to  Dalton  yesterday,  but  could  get  no  further,  and  found  the  enemy 
advancing  on  that  place.  I  returned  to  Cleveland,  bringing  the  trains  and  public 
property.  General  Thomas  then  ordered  me  to  concentrate  at  Chattanooga  the 
troops  of  Cleveland,  Ringgold,  and  intermediate  posts,  and  to  take  command 
here.  I  am  now  acting  under  his  orders.  It  is  reported  that  Dalton  was  cap- 
lured  yesterday,  hut  I  doubt  the  truth  of  tiie  report.  The  enemy  does  not 
appear  to  be  advancing  on  this  place.  I  will  push  out  to-morrow  and  try  to 
develop  his  strength  and  movements.  TTiere  are  now  troops  enough  here  to 
make  the  place  secure,  and  more  are  expected  to-night. 
I  forward  despatches  from  General  Grant. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 


r  Cipher.] 
HF.ADyuARTERS   MILITARY  DlVISIO.\  OF  THE  MiSSIS.SIl'PI, 

Ivi  the  field,  near  VilUnow,  October  15,  1864. 
General  Schofield,  Chattanooga: 

Despatch  received.  I  am  pushing  straight  for  Hood,  wherever  he  may  be. 
Do  the  same  with  whatever  force  you  have,  and  let  us  run  him  down.  I  am 
now  on  his  trail,  and  will  follow  it.  We  pushed  Lee's  corps  through  Snaek 
Creek  Gap  to-day,  and  at  Villanow  I  will  find  out  where  he  is  going  to,  and  will 
fijjlow  him,  no  matt«r  where. 

Get'in  communication  with  me  as  soon  as  possible.  We  hold  Atlanta  aud  the 
road  up  to  Resaca.     TTie  break  at  Big  Shanty  must  be  nearly  done. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


,Google 
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EoME,  October  15,  1S64. 
Major  General  Shebman  : 

I  seiit  two  brigades,  oue  section  of  artillery,  aud  one  regiment  of  cavalry 
towards  Summerville,  as  directed.  Struck  the  enemy  three  miles  ahove  there, 
at  llie  bridge  where  they  showed  artillery  and  strong  line.  Captured  Gti^noral 
Allen,  inspectnr  general,  who  says  there  are  three  brigades  of  cavalry  at  the 
bridge,  and  Wheeler's  command  near  Diittown.  Citizens  report  Hood  is  now 
coming  hack,  and  that  thei'e  ia  infantry  near  Summerville.  Will  advise  you 
further. 

JNO.  M.  OOESE, 

Brigadim-  General. 


Chattanooga,  October  15,  1864 — 12  midnight. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  information  that  the  enemy,  a  corps  of  infantry  and  Wheeler's  cavalry, 
moved  west  from  Dalton  yesterday.  The  railroad  is  destroyed  to  near  Tunuell 
hill.  Colonel  Wright  will  start  parties  to  repair  it  in  the  morning.  I  am  dis- 
posing the  troops  to  protect  the  road  from  this  place  to  Bridgeport,  and  reopen 
the  way  to  Besaca. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
HEADaUABTEHS  JVIlLlTABV   DIVISION  OK  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  ViUanow,  Ga.,  October  lU,  1864. 
General  ScHOFlELD : 

We  took  Ship's  Gap  to-day,  capturing  a  part  of  the  84th  South  Carolina- 
Two  corps  are  represented  at  Lafayette,  and  one  went  south  from  ViUanow 
They  obstructed  Snake  Creek  pass  to  delay  our  trains,  but  by  to-morrow  I  can 
move  in  any  direction.  I  want  the  first  positive  fact  that  Hood  contem- 
plates an  invasion  of  Tennessee.  Invite  him  to  do  so.  Send  him  a  free  pass 
in.  Eeoccupy  the  railroad,  and  put  the  construction  corps  to  work  to  repair  the 
break  from  the  Tennessee  to  Itesaca.  I  will  get  my  trains  up  here  and  move 
according  to  the  best  information  I  can  get. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

HEADQlJARTERa  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MiSSrSSIPFI, 

hi  the  field.  Ship's  Gap,  Ga.,  October  16,  1864. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville: 

Send  me  Davis  and  Newton's  old  divisions.  Ee-establish  the  road,  and  I 
will  follow  Hood  wherever  he  may  go.  I  think  he  will  move  to  Blue  mountain. 
We  can  maintain  oioi  men  and  nnimals  on  the  country. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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[Ciplier.] 
HisADyuAKTEBa  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Skip's  Gap,  Ga.,  October  16,  1864. 
Major  Genei-al  H,  W.  Hallrck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

I  got  the  despatch  iu  cipher  about  providing  me  a  place  to  come  out  on  salt 
water,  bnt  the  cipher  is  imperfect,  and  I  cajinot  make  out  whether  Savannah  or 
Mobile  be  preferred;  but  I  also  waot  to  know  if  you  are  willing  that  I  should 
destroy  Atlanta  and  the  raihoad.  Hood  broke  eight  (8)  miles  of  road  at  Big 
Shanty,  and  about  fifteen  (15)  from  Reaaea  to  the  tunnel.  The  break  at  Big 
Shanty  ia  repaired,  but  the  other  will  take  some  time.  I  now  have  a  position 
where  I  don't  care  which  way  he  moves.  I  think  the  rebels  will  now  go  back 
south. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Atla.\ta,  Ocloher  17,  1864. 
Major  Greneral  Sherman  : 

I  have  a  Montgomery  paper  of  the  lath.  The  despatches  from  Hood,  as  well 
as  the  editiorials,  fctato  that  Beauregard  is  with  Hood,  and  that  the  army  is  going 
to  cross  the  Tennessee  river. 

H.  W,  SLOOUM, 

Majm  General. 


Nashville,  October  17,  1864—10.30  a,  m. 
Major  G-eneral  8hbkma,\: 

Your  despatch  from  Ship's  Gap,  5  p.  m.,  just  received.  Schofield,  whom  I 
placed  in  command  of  the  two  divisions,  Wagner's  aod  Morgan's,  was  to  ntove  up 
Lookout  valley  this  a.  m.  to  intercept  Hood  should  he  he  marchmg  for -Bridge- 
port. I  will  order  him  to  join  you  with  the  two  divisions  and  reconsti-uet  the 
ioad  aa  soon  as  possible.  Will  aJao  re-organiae  the  guards  for  posts  and  block- 
houses. The  latter  is  a  difficult  undertaking,  as  several  of  the  regiments  on 
that  duty  are  clamorous  to  he  sent  home  to  be  mustered  out  of  service,  and 
new  regiments  and  recruits  don't  arrive  rapidly  enough  to  relieve  them.  I  am 
accomptishing  the  work,  however,  as  fast  aa  possible. 

Mower  and  Wilson  have  arrived  and  are  on  their  way  to  join  you.  I  hope 
you  will  adopt  Grant's  idea  of  turning  Wilson  loose  rather  than  undertake  the 
plan  of  a  march  with  the  whole  force  through  Georgia  to  the  sea,  iaasmuch  aa 
General  Grant  cannot  co-operate  with  you  aa  at  first  aiTangcd. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


[Cipten] 
HEADCiUARTERS  MILITARY  DiVlSlOX  OP  THK  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field.  Skip's  Gap,  Ga.,  October  17,  1864. 
Gentral  Schofield  : 

Your  despatch  ia  received.  Hood  is  not  at  Deer  Head  Cove.  We  occupy 
Ship's  Gap  and  Lafayette.  Hood  is  moving  south  via  Summerville,  Alpine, 
and  Gadsden,  If  he  enters  Tennessee  it  wiB  be  to  the  left  of  Huntsville,  but 
I  think  he  has  given  up  all  such  idea.     I  want  the  road  i-epaired  to  Atlanta,  the 
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sick  and  wounded  sent  north  of  tlie  Tennessee,  my  army  recompoaed,  and  I  will 
make  the  interior  of  Georgia  feel  the  weight  of  war.  It  is  folly  for  oa  to  be  moving 
our  armies  on  the  reports  of  aconts  and  citizens.  We  must  maintain  the  offen- 
sive. Tour  first  move  on  Trenton  and  Valley  Head  was  right;  the  move  to 
defend  Capeiton's  Ferry  is  wrong.  Notify  General  Thomas  of  these  my  views. 
We  must  follow  Hood  till  he  is  beyond  reach  of  mischief,  and  then  resume  the 
offensive. 

W.  T.  8IIEEMAN, 

Majw  General. 


HEAnQUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MlSSIS^^IPPI, 

In  tU  field.  Ship's  Gap,  Ga.,  October  17,  1864. 
General  Corse,  Rome: 

We  occupy  Ship's  Gap  and  Lafayette,  and  will  move  to-morrow  on  Sunimer- 
vilie.  General  Garrard  is  sent  to  Dirttown.  I  want  you  to  show  your  cavalry 
and  some  infantry  about  Cooaaviile,  and  to  keep  up  communication  with  General 
Garrard,  and  if  a  chance  offers  to  your  small  force,  to  hit  some  pai^t  of  Hood's 
army  in  flank.  I  think  he  will  move  via  Snmmerville  and  Alpine  on  Gadsden, 
At  Chattanooga  they  expect  him  at  Caporton's  Feriy,  which  is  absurd. 
W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  MtLiTARv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Ship's  Gap,  Ga.,  October  17,  1864. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville : 

Hood  won't  dare  go  into  Tennessee.  I  hope  he  will.  We  now  occupy  Ship's 
Gap  and  Lafayette,  and  Hood  is  retreating  towards  Alpine  and  Gadsden.  '  I  am 
moving"  General  Garrard  to-day  to  Dirttown,  and  will  move  General  Corse  out 
to  Ooosaville,  and' with  the  main  army  move  on  Summerville. 

If  Hood  wants  to  go  into  Tennessee,  weat  of  Huntsville,  let  him  go,  and  then 
■we  can  all  turn  on  him,  and  he  cannot  escape.  The  gunboats  can  break  any 
bridge  he  may  attempt  above  Decatur.  If  he  attempts  to  cross,  let  htm  do  so  in 
part,  and  then  let  a  gunboat  break  through  his  bridge.  I  will  follow  bim  to 
Gadsden,  and  then  want  my  whole  army  united  for  the  grand  move  into 
Georgia, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.  J 
HEADQirARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In.thefield,  SMp's  Gap,  Ga.,  October,  17,  1864. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville: 

To-morrow  I  move  on  Summerville.  Hood  is  not  going  to  enter  Tennessee- 
Keep  up  enough  force  to  watch  the  river  below  and  at  the  shoals,  and  let  all  the 
reat  march  towards  me,  or  to  re-enforce  the  railroad.  Order,  in  my  name,  the 
renewal  of  the  attempt  to  get  Eaatport,  and  ask  Admiral  Porter,  if  necessaiy, 
to  send  up  an  iron-clad. 

We  should  eommaud  the  Tennessee  river  up  to  Muscle  shoals  perfectly.  I 
■will  follow  Hood  to  and  below  Gadadea.    He  cannot  maintain  an  army  north  of 
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!,  especially  if  we  hold  Eastport,  and  thereby  control  or  threaten 
the  railroad  from  Ooriath  to  Decatur,  wliicli  I  am  told  has  heen  partially  restored 
by  Forrest,  who  is  not  now  with  Hood. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Major  (Jeneral  ShBHWAN  : 

Unless  I  receive  fm-ther  orders  from 
mitvise,  I  willmareh  to-morrow  with  MorgB 
rad  Gordon's  mills,  and  join  you  as  soon 


OGA,  Octolier  17,  1864—11  p. 


snders  it 


lu,  or  such  information  a 
's  and  Wagner's  division,  i 
s  practicable.  I  will  bring  as  maay 
beef  cittle  as  the  troops  can  take  care  of.  My  scouts  report  no  enemy  west  of 
Lookout  mountain  to-day.  They  report  Bird  and  Dug  Gaps  held  by  rebel  cav- 
alry. Colonel  Warner  is  here.  I  have  no  later  iuformatiou  from  you  than 
what  he  brought. 

J.  M.  SOnOFIELD, 

Majm-  GeTicral. 


[Cipher.] 

New  Orleans,  Octohi^  IS,  1S64. 
Major  (loncral  Sherman: 

I  learn  by  intercepted  despatch  from  Jeff.  Davis  to  Kirby  Smith,  dated  at  Monf 
gomery  on  the  30th,  that  the  orders  to  cross  the  Mississippi  had  been  reeeived- 
I  presume  tliat  duplicate  of  this  despatcli  has  reached  Kirby  Smith,  as  Magruder'a 
force,  about  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  (18,000  or  20,000)  men,  suddenly  left 
G-eneral  Steele's  front  and  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  Washita  river.  I  have  sent 
fl  fast  boat  to  communicate  this  intelligence  to  the  troops  and  gunboaia  on  the 
river,  and,  as  I  have  now  about  eight  thousand  (8,000)  troops  afloat,  and  will 
at  once  increase  the  number,  I  think  the  crossing  can  be  prevented.  The  cross- 
ing will  probably  bo  attempted  in  the  neighborhood  of  Gaines's  landing. 
ED.  E.  8.  CANBY, 

Major  General. 


[CiphBr.] 

Nashville,  October  16,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  ; 

I  have  received  your  despatch  from  Ship's  Gap  of  yesterday  noon.  Am 
ready  to  carry  out  your  orders  should  Hood  attempt  to  come  into  Tennessee. 
General  Wilson  will  take  a  duplicate  of  this  to  you,  and  will  explain  my  views 
on  your  plan  of  operations.  Telegraphed  to  General  Grant  and  his  replies  and 
suggestions  to  yon.  There  is  one  thing,  however,  I  don't  wish^to  be  in  com- 
mand of  ihe  defence  of  Tennessee,  unless  you  and  the  authorities  in  Washing- 
ton deem  it  absolutely  necessary. 

Major  General  Mower  has  arrived  and  has  reported  for  orders.  I  have  advised 
him  to  remain  here  until  he  hears  from  you,  not  knowing  but  that  you  may 
still  wish  to  place  him  at  Eaatpoit.  I  heard  from  Generals  Granger  and  Ci-ox- 
ton  last  night,  who  report  nothing  new  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Mor- 
gan's and  Wagner's  divisions  leave  Chattanooga  to-day  to  report  to  you,  escott- 


>y  Go  Ogle 


2S4         REPORT  OP  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

iiig  about  eight  thouBand  (8,000)  beef  cattle  for  the  army.  The  necessary 
orders  have  been  given  for  the  repairs  of  the  railroad.  It  will  be  completed  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  I  have  arranged  with  Lieutenant  Green,  commanding  gun- 
boat fleet  on  the  lower  Tennessee,  to  patrol  the  river  as  far  up  as  Eastpoct. 
Lieutenaut  Grassford,  eommanding  between  Bridgeport  and  Decatur,  patrols 
that  portion  of  the  river  daily,  and  co-opeiates  with  me  very  cordially.  I  beheve 
affaii-s  north  of  the  Tennessee  river  ai-e  getting  into  much  better  shape,  and 
I  hope  to  join  you  again  very  soon. 

GEO,  fl.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
HEAoauARTERs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

la  tkejield,  Summcrville,  Ga.,  October  19,  1864 — 13  m. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C; 

Hood  has  retreated  rapidly  by  all  roads  leading  south.  Our  advance  columns 
are  now  at  Alpine  and  Mellville  Post  OfBce.  I  shall  pursue  him  as  far  as 
Gayleaville.  The  enemy  will  not  venture  towards  Tennessee,  except  around 
by  Decatur.  I  propose  to  send  the  4th  corps  back  to  General  Thomas,  and 
leave  him  with  tnat  corps,  the  garrisons  and  new  troops  to  defend  the  line  of 
the  Tennessee,  and  with  the  rest  to  push  into  the  heart  of  Georgia  and  come 
out  at  Savannah,  destroying  all  the  railroads  of  the  State. 

The  break  at  Big  Shanty  is  repaired,  and  that  about  Dalton  should  he  in  ten 
(10)  days.    We  find  abundance  of  forage  in  the  country. 

W.  T.  SHERltAN, 
Major  General  i 


[Ciplior.J 

Heaik-iuarters  Mn.iTAHV  Division  of  thf,  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Summerinlle,  Ga.,  October  19,  1864. 
General  G.  H.  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee: 

Make  a  report  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  of  what  troops  you  now  have  in 
Tennessee ;  what  are  expected,  and  how  disposed.  I  propose,  with  the  armies  of 
the  Tennessee,  the  Ohio,  and  two  corps  of  yoni-s,  to  sally  forth  and  make  a  hole 
in  Georgia  and  Alabama  that  will  be  hard  to  mend.  Hood  has  little  or  no  bag- 
gage, and  will  escape  me.  He  cannot  invade  Tennessee,  except  to  the  west  of 
Huntsville.  I  want  the  gunboats  and  what  troops  are  on  the  Tennessee  to  he 
most  active  up  at  the  head  of  navigation,  I  want  General  Wilson  and  General 
Mower  with  me,  and  would  like  General  McCook's  division  made  up  to  twenty- 
five  hundred  (2,500)  men  mounted.  I  will  send  hack  into  Tennessee  the  4th 
corps,  all  dismounted  cavalry,  all  sick  and  wounded,  and  all  incumbrances  what- 
ever, except  what  I  can  haul  in  our  wagons,  and  will,  probably,  about  November 
1,  break  up  the  railroad  and  bridges,  destroy  Atlanta,  and  make  a  break  for 
Mobile,  Savannah,  or  Charleston.  I  want  yon  to  remain  in  Tennessee  and 
take  command  of  all  my  division  not  actually  present  with  me.  Hood's  army 
may  be  set  down  at  forty  thousand,  (40,000,)  of  all  arms,  fit  for  duty ;  he  may 
follow  me  or  turn  against  you.  If  you  can  defend  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  in 
my  absence  of  three  (3)  months,  is  all  I  ask. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAM, 

Major   General. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


EEPOST  OF  MAJOE  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 


[Ciplie.-.]_ 

HEAnuuAHTKRs  Military  DcviSrov  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ike  Jield,  Summerville,  Ga.,  October  19, 1864. 
Colonel  L.  C-  Easton,  Cki^f  Quartermasler,  Cltattanooga  : 

Go  in  peraon  to  superintend  the  repairs  of  the  railroad,  and  make  all  orders 
in  my  name  that  will  expedite  its  completion.  I  want  it  finished  to  bring  back 
to  Chattanooga  the  aick,  wounded,  and  surplne  trash.  On  the  1st  of  November 
I  want  nothing  in  front  of  Chattanooga  save  what  we  can  use  as  food  and  cloth- 
ing and  haul  in  oitr  wagons.  There  is  plenty  of  corn  in  the  country,  and  we 
only  want  forage  for  the  posts,     I  allow  ten  (10)  days  to  do  all  tliis,  by  which 


e  I  expect  to  be  near  Atlanta. 


^  T.  8HEKMAN, 

■  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the 

In  the  Jield,  Summerville,  Ga,  October  19,  1864. 
Colonel  A.  Beckwith,  Chief  Com.  Sub.  and  Acl'g  Q.  M.,  Atlanta,  Ga.: 

Hood  will  escape  me.  I  want  to  prepare  for  my  big  raid.  On  the  1st  of 
November  I  want  nothing  in  Atlanta  but  what  is  necessary  to  war.  Send  all 
trash  to  the  rear  at  once  and  have  on  hand  thirty  (30)  days'  food  and  but  little 
forage.  I  propose  to  abandon  Atlanta  and  the  railroad  back  to  Chattanooga, 
and  sally  forth  to  ruin  Greorgia  and  bring  up  on  the  sea-shore.  Make  all  dis- 
positions accordingly.  I  will  go  down  the  Coosa  until  sure  that  Hood  has 
gone  to  Bine  moantain. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cormnanding. 


Heabquartess  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Summerville,  Ga.,  October  19,  1864. 

Gf  ENEHAL ;  At  some  more  leisure  time  I  will  record  the  facta  relating  to  Hood's 
attack  on  my  communications.  He  has  partially  succeeded,  from  the  superior 
mobility  of  his  columns,  moving  without  food  or  wagons,  I  now  have  him  turned 
back,  and  am  pushing  him  until  he  will  not  dare  turn  up  Will's  valley  without 
having  me  at  his  rear,  and  the  Tennessee  at  his  front.  My  opinion  is  he  will 
go  to  Blue  mountain,  the  terminus  of  the  Selnia  and  Talladega  road,  where  he 
and  Beauregard  will  concoct  new  mischief. 

We  must  not  be  on  the  defensive,  and  I  now  consider  myself  authorized  to 
execute  my  plan  to  destroy  the  raikoad  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  including 
the  latter  city,  (modified  by  General  Grant  from  Dalton,  &c.,)  strike  out  into  the 
heart  of  Georgia,  and  make  for  Charleston,  Savannah,  or  the  mouth  of  Appala- 
chicola.  General  Grant  prefers  the  middle  one,  Savannah,  and  I  understand  you 
to  prefer  Selma  and  the  Alabama.  I  must  have  alternatives,  else,  being  confined 
to  one  route,  the  enemy  might  so  oppose  that  delay  and  want  would  trouble  me ; 
but,  having  alternatives,  I  can  take  so  eccentric  a  course  that  no  general  can 
guess  at  my  objective.  Therefore,  when  you  hear  I  am  off  have  lookouts  at 
Morris  island.  South  Carolina,  Ossabaw  sound,  Georgia,  Pensacola  and  Mobile 
bays.  I  will  turn  up  somewhere,  and  believe  I  can  take  Macoa,  Milledgeville, 
Augusta,  and  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  wind  up  with  closing  the  neck  back  of 
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Charleston,  Bo  that  they  will  starve  out.  This  movement  is  not  purely  military 
or  strategic,  but  it  will  illustrate  the  vulaerability  of  the  south.  They  don't 
know  what  war  means ;  but  when  the  rich  plaotera  of  the  Oconee  and  Savannah 
see  their  fences,  and  corn,  and  hogs,  and  aheep  vanish  before  their  eyes,  they 
will  have  BoineEhing  more  than  a  mean  opinion  of  the  "  Yanks."  Even  now  our 
poor  mules  laagh  at  the  fine  cornfields,  and  oiir  soldiers  riot  on  chestnuts,  sweet 
potatoes,  pigs,  chickens,  &c.  The  poor  people  come  to  me  and  beg  us  for  their 
lives  i  but  my  customary  answer  is, "  Your  friends  have  broken  our  railroads  which 
eupplied  us  bountifully,  and  you  cannot  suppose  our  soldiers  will  suffer  when 
there  is  abundance  withia  reach." 

It  will  take  ten  (10)  days  to  finish  up  our  roads,  daring  which  I  will  eat  out 
this  flank  and  along  down  the  Coosa,  and  then  will  rapidly  put  into  execation 
"the  plan."  In  the  mean  time  I  ask  that  you  give  to  G-eneral  Thomas  all  the 
troops  you  can  spare  of  the  new  levies,  that  he  may  hold  the  line  of  the  Tennes- 
aee  during  my  absence  of  say  ninety  (90)  days. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  General. 

Major  General  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

Washin^tm,  D.  C. 


[Cipher.] 


HEADaUAKTERS  5tlLITARY  DlVISTON  OK  TilE  MlSSISSiPPI, 

la  the  fields  Stz-mmerviUe,  Ga.,  October  I'J,  1864. 
General  Wilson,  Chief  of  Cavalry,  Nashville: 

General  Garrard  iias  about  twenty-five  hundred  (9,500)  cavalry.  General  Kil- 
patrick  fifteen  hundred,  (1,500,)  General  McCook  six  hundred,  (600;)  there  may 
be  about  one  thousand  (1,000)  other  cavalry  with  my  army.  These  embrace  all 
the  cavalry  ready  for  battle.  I  wish  you  would  see  Generals  Johnston  and 
Thomas,  bring  to  me  about  twenty-five  hundred  (2,500)  now  cavalry,  and  then 
go  to  work  to  make  up  three  divisions,  each  of  twenty-five  hundred,  (8,500,)  for 
the  hardest  fighting  of  the  war.  I  am  going  into  the  very  bowels  of  the  Con- 
federacy, and  propose  to  leave  a  trail  that  will  be  recognized  fifty  years  hence. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HEADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION'  OF  THE  MiSSrSSlFPI, 

In  tkefeld,  Swmmerville,  Ga.,  October  20,  1864. 

General  :  I  think  I  have  tboaght  over  the  whole  field  of  the  future,  and 
being  now  authorized  to  act,  I  want  all  things  bent  to  the  foUowiug  general  plan 
of  action  for  the  nest  three  months  : 

Out  of  the  forces  now  here  and  at  Atlanta  I  propose  to  organise  an  efficient 
army  of  sixty  to  sixty-five  thousand  (60,000  to  65,000)  men,  with  which  I  pro- 
pose to  destroy  Macon,  Augusta,  and  it  maybe  Savannah  and  Charleston ;  but  I 
will  always  keep  open  the  alternatives  of  the  mouth  of  the  Appalaehieola  and 
Mobile.  By  this  I  propose  to  demonstrate  the  vdnerability  of  the  south,  and 
make  its  inhabitants  feel  that  war  and  individual  rniu  are  synonymous  terms. 
To  pursue  Hood  is  folly,  for  he  can  twist  and  turn  like  a  fox  and  wear  out  any 
army  in  pnrauit ;  to  continue  to  occupy  long  lines  of  railroads  simply  exposes 
our  small  detachments  to  be  picked  up  in  detail,  and  forces  me  to  make  counter- 
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marches  to  protect  lines  of  communication.  I  know  I  am  right  in  tliis,  and 
shall  proceed  to  ita  matliricy.  Ae  to  details,  I  propose  to  take  General  Howard 
and  his  army,  General  Schofield  and  his,  and  two  of  your  corps,  ziz ;  G-enerals 
Davis's  and  Slocum's.  I  propose  to  remain  along  the  Coosa  watcLing  Hood  un- 
til all  my  preparations  are  made,  viz  :  until  I  have  repaired  the  railroad,  sent 
back,  al!  surplus  men  and  material,  and  stripped  for  the  work.  Then  Iwill  send 
General  Stanley,  with  the  4th  corps,  across  by  Wills'  vaJley  and  Oaperton'a  to 
Stevenson,  to  report  to  you.  If  you  send  me  five  or  six  thonsand  {5,000  or 
6,000)  new  conscripts,  I  may  also  send  back  one  of  General  Slocum's  or  Davis's 
divisions,  but  I  prefer  to  maiut^ii  organizations.  I  want  yon  to  retain  command 
in  Tennessep,  and  before  starting  I  will  give  yon  delegated  authority  over  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mississippi,  Alabama,  &c.,  whereby  there  will  be  unity  of  action  be- 
hind me.  I  will  want  you  to  hold  Chattanooga  and  Decatur  in  force,  and  on 
the  occasion  of  my  departure,  of  which  you  will  have  ample  notice,  to  watch 
Hood  close,  I  think  he  will  follow  me,  at  least  with  his  cavalry,  in  which 
event  I  want  you  to  push  south  from  Decatur  and  the  head  of  the  Tennessee 
for  Columbus,  Mississippi,  and  Selma,  not  absolutely  to  i-each  those  points,  but 
to  divert  or  pm-sue  according  to  the  state  of  facts.  If,  however.  Hood  turns  on 
you,  you  must  act  defensively  on  the  line  of  the  Tennessee.  I  will  ask,  and 
you  may  also  urge,  that  at  the  same  time  General  Canby  act  vigorously  up 
the  Alahanja  river. 

I  do  not  fear  that  the  southern  army  will  again  make  a  lodgement  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, for  past  events  demonstrate  hoiv  rapidly  armies  can  be  raised  in  the 
northwest  on  that  question,  and  how  easily  handled  and  supplied.  The  only 
hope  of  a  southern  success  ia  in  the  remote  regions  difficult  of  access.  We 
have  now  a  good  entering  wedge,  and  should  drive  it  home.  It  will  take  some 
time  to  complete  these  detaila,  and  I  hope  to  hear  from  yon  in  the  mean  time. 
We  must  preserve  a  large  amount  of  secrecy,  and  I  may  actually  change  the 
ultimate  point  of  arrival,  but  not  the  main  object. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Major  General  Thomas, 

Vomvtandi/ig  Dtj'arlmeni  (if  the  Cumherlattd. 


Headquarters  MiLETARV  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  October  21,  1864. 
General  Cobsb  : 

I  have  received  your  note,  and  am  glad  of  the  fair  prospect  of  things  both  at 
home  and  with  ns.  Hood  retreated  with  more  precipitancy  than  I  had  iirat 
supposed,  and  I  learn  that  the  day  you  and  General  Cox  moved  out  of  Kome 
we  stampeded  the  train  back  to  Blue  mountain.  I  now  have  my  infantry  up 
to  Little  river  and  at  Cedartown,  and  the  mass  about  here.  I  will  push  cav- 
alry well  down  towards  Gadsden,  and  want  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Cedartown. 
Send  your  spare  one  down  with  the  knowledge  fliat  it  will  be  destroyed  when 
we  are  done  with  it.  Inasmnch  as  the  boats  may  be  fired  on,  I  want  yon  to 
send  your  cavalry  and  one  or  two  brigades  of  infantry  down  by  Van's  valley, 
Cave  spring,  and  the  Centre  road,  to  cover  the  movement.  As  soon  aa  I  get 
the  bridge  I  will  occupy  Centre,  after  eating  out  this  Chattanooga  valley,  which 
we  find  rich  in  forage,  and  some  potatoes,  hogs,  chickens,  &c.  I  explain  to  the 
people  that  we  have  abundance  of  provision  at  the  north ;  that  we  have  good 
roads  to  our  rear,  and  that  we  design  to  supply  our  own  wants  ;  hut  Hood  has 
broken  our  road,  and  we  must  make  it  ofi'  the  country.  I  think  we  can  save 
enough  forage  to  pay  for  the  repairs.     I  don't  want  too  much  accumulation  at 


>y  Go  Ogle 


238         REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

Rome  or  anywhere,  for  I  desigu  something  elae ;  but  we  will  send  our  trains  into 
aad  through  Rome  to  meet  ua  elsewhere  in  a  few  days.*  Telegraph  to  Chatta- 
nooga to  send  all  mails  and  express  matter  to  this  army  via  Rome.  I  have  or- 
dered a  courier  line  back.  I  want  you  toestahlishoneforward,  say  to  Cooaaville. 
Ordertheboataindescendingtodestroyorhringalongaliboata,  canoes,  floats,  &c., 
&c.  Let  them  be  armed  and  ordered  to  proceed  with  caution.  Findforme,  if  you 
can,  where  the  steamboats  that  are  above  the  Ten  Islands  are  now  sunk.  I  may 
get  thorn  up  or  further  destroy  them.  Continue  to  give  daily  budgets  of  news, 
and  keep  all  the  posts  advised  of  our  whereaboats. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


rcipliev,] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  GaylesviUe,  Ala.,  October  20,  1864. 
General  Slocum,  Atlanta,  Ga. : 

I  have  your  despatch  of  the  18th.  Use  all  your  energies  to  send  to  the  rear 
everything  not  needed  for  the  grand  march.  I  will  take  your  corps  along.  We 
will  need  one  and  a  half  million  rations  of  bread,  coffee,  sugar,  and  salt,  hall'  a  mil- 
lion rations  ofaa!tmeat,and  all  else  should  be  shipped  away.  All  sickaud  wounded 
should  be  sent  to  Resaca  and  Chattanooga  as  soon  as  the  road  is  open.  Gene- 
ral Thomas  and  staff  will  remain  in  Tennessee,  I  will  take  two  of  the  corps  of 
the  army  of  the  Cumberland  and  send  Gfeneral  Stanley's  "back.  I  want  to  be 
neai'  Atlanta,  aud  ready  by  November  I.  Keep  outstrong  foraging  parties  and 
keep  the  bridges  well  secured.  Have  the  lightest  pontoon  bridges  and  trains 
ready.  All  else  will  be  sent  to  the  rear  or  destroyed.  The  enemy  has  retreated 
rapidly  before  ua  down  the  Coosa  towards  Gadsden. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Gtntral  (. 


[Cipher.] 


Hkadquartehs  Military  Divisioiv  of  the  Missis.sippi, 

In  thefidd,  GaylesviUe,  Ala.,  October  22,  1SG4. 
General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va. : 

I  feel  perfectly  master  of  the  situation  here.  I  stUl  hold  Atlanta,  aad  the  road 
with  all  bridges  and  vital  points  well  guarded,  and  I  have  in  hand  an  army  be- 
fore which  Hood  has  retreated'  precipitately  down  the  valley  of  the  Coosa.  It 
is  hard  to  divine  his  future  plans,  but  by  abandoning  Georgia,  and  taking  posi- 
tion with  his  rear  to  Selma,  he  threatens  the  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta, 
and  may  move  up  to  Tennessee  by  Decatur.  He  cannot  cross  the  Tennessee 
except  at  Muscle  shoals,  for  all  other  points  are  patrolled  by  our  gunboats. 

I  am  now  perfecting  arrangements  to  put  into  Tennessee  a  force  able  to  hold 
tlie  line  of  the  Tennesaee  wbilat  I  break  up  the  railroad  in  front  of  Dallon, 
including  tlie  city  of  Atlanta,  aud  push  into  Georgia  and  break  up  all  its  rail- 
roads and  depots,  capture  its  horses  aud  negroes,  make  desolation  everywhere  ; 
destroy  the  factories  at  Macoa,  Milledgeville,  and  Augusta,  aud  bring  up  with 
sixty  thousand  (60,000)  men  on  the  sea-shore  about  Savannah  or  Charleston. 
I  think  this  far  better  than  defending  a  long  line  of  railroad,  I  will  leave  General 
George  H.  Thomas  to  command  all  my  military  division  behind  me,  and  take 
with  me  only  the  best  fighting  material.    Of  course  I  will  subsist  on  the  boun- 
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tifiil  cornfields  and  potato  patches,  as  I  am  now  doing,  luxurinnaly.     I  have  now 
all  your  deppatchea,  and  there  will  be  time  to  give  me  further  instruction. 

Canby  should  be  most  active  as  against  Selma  from  the  direction  of  Mobile, 
and  I  will  order  similar  movements  from  the  Mississippi  river  and  Decatur,  pro- 
vided Beauregard  follows  me,  as  he  will  be  forced  to  do  by  public  clamor. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  U.  S.  A. 


[Cipher.] 
HKAOtHTAGTKBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  Of  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

in  lU  field,  GaylesviUe,  Ala.,  October  S3,  1864. 
General  Si.ocuM,  Atlanta,  Ga. : 

Your  despatch  of  the  30th  received.  Am  delighted  at  your  success  in  foraging. 
G-o  on,  pile  up  the  forage,  cora,  and  potatoes,  and  keep  your  artillery  horses  fat ; 
send  back  all  unserviceable  artillery,  and,  at  the  last  moment,  we  can  count  np 
our  horses  and  see  what  we  can  haul,  and  send  back  all  else.  One  gun  per 
thousand  men  will  be  pleaty  to  take  along.  Hood  is  donbtless  now  at  Blue 
mountain,  and  Forrest  ovev  about  Corinth  and  Tuacumbia,  hoping  by  threatening 
Tennessee  to  make  me  quit  Georgia,  We  are  piling  up  men  in  Tennessee  enough 
to  attend  to  them,  and  to  le^ve  me  free  to  go  ahead.  The  railroad  will  be  done  in  a 
day  or  two.  We  find  ahundance  of  corn  and  potatoes  out  here,  and  we  enjoy 
them  much.  They  cost  nothing  a  hushel.  If  Georgia  can  afford  to  break  oar 
railroad,  she  can  ^ord  to  feed  us.  Please  preach  this  doctriae  to  men  who  go 
forth  and  are  likely  to  spread  it.     All  well. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


HBAraUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thefidd,  GaylesviUe,  Ala.,  Ocioher  23,  1864. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tetm. : 

Despatch  of  ISth  received.  I  wrote  you  in  great  detail  by  Colonel  War- 
ner. Hood  is  now  at  Blue  monnt^n,  and  Forrest  is  evidently  over  about 
Tuscumbia.  No  doubt  they  will  endeavor  conjointly  to  make  me  come  out  of 
Georgia,  but  I  don't  want  them  to  succeed.  All  Georgia  is  now  open  to  me, 
and  I  do  believe  you  are  the  man  best  qualified  to  manage  the  affairs  of  Tennes- 
see and  north  Mississippi. 

I  want  approximate  returns  of  all  troops  subject  to  your  orders,  and,  as  I  wrote 
you,  I  can  spare  you  the  4th  corps  and  about  five  thousand  (5,000)  men  not  fit 
for  my  purposes,  but  which  will  be  well  enough  for  garrison  at  Chattanooga, 
Murfreosburo',  and  Nashville.  What  you  need  is  a  few  points  fortified  and 
stocked  with  provisions,  and  a  good  movable  column  of  twenty-five  thousand 
(25,000)  men  that  can  strike  in  any  direction. 

I  await  further  reports  from  you  before  doing  anything,  bat  am  making  all 
preparations  necessary.  We  find  abundance  of  forage  and  stores  down  here,  and 
have  not  the  most  distant  fears  of  want  or  starvation.  All  my  animals  are  im- 
proving, and  General  Slocum,  at  Atlanta,  reports  foraging  moat  successful ;  four 
hundred  (400)  wagons  on  one  occasion,  seven  haudred  (700)  on  another,  and  sis 
hundred  (600)  now  out.  If  Hood  breaks  ouv  road,  Georeia  must  pay  for  it. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding 
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[Cipher.] 
Headquarters  Militart  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  Octoher  24,  1864. 
Genera!  H.  W.  Halleck,  Washington: 

We  have  heard  of  General  Sheridan's  victory  at  Cedar  creek.  We  cau't 
affiji'd  to  bum  gunpowder,  hut  our  men  can  roake  np  in  yelling,  which  ia  just  as 
good.  We  have  pushed  tlie  enemy  to  Gadsden,  and  are  now  living  on  the  country 
until  the  road  ia  repaired,  which  will  he  done  hy  Thursday,  the  27tli.  I  will 
send  hack  all  aick,  wounded,  and  surpliia  property,  ready  to  take  up  our  bag- 
gage and  march  wherever  it  may  seem  best.  General  Wilson  is  here,  and  asks 
for  time  to  make  up  a  good  cavali-y  force,  but  I  will  be  governed  by  the  movements 
of  Beauregard.  1  send  an  order  made  by  Beauregard  on  assuming  command, 
which  aeems  to  be  of  enough  importance  to  telegraph.  General  Slocum  reports 
all  well  at  Atlauta ;  he  has  gathered  near  two  thousand  (2,000)  wagon-loads  of 
corn  and  forage.  All  my  animals  here  are  improving  on  the  cornfields  of  the 
Coosa ;  and  yon  will  observe  my  position  at  Gaylesville,  Blue  Pond,  and  a  pon- 
toon laid  at  Cedar  Bluff,  with  a  division  at  Alpine  and  Will's  Valley  Head,  is 
veiy  good  to  watch  the  enemy  about  Gadsden  and  Blue  mountain. 

Beauregard  announces  his  theorem  to  be  to  drive  Sherman  out  of  Atlanta, 
which  he  still  holds  defiantly  and  dares  him  to  the  encounter,  hut  is  not  wiUing 
to  chase  him  all  over  creation.  , 

W.  T.  SHERMATJ,     , 
MajoT  General  Commanding. 


Hbadquaetbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

hi  the  field,  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  October  25,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  do  not  wish  to  he  considered  as  in  any  way  adverse  to  the  organization 
of  negro  regiments,  further  than  as  to  its  effects  on  the  white  race.  I  do  wish 
the  fine  race  of  men  that  people  our  northern  States  should  rule  and  determine 
the  future  destiny  of  America;  hut  if  they  prefer  trade  and  gain,  and  leave  to 
bought  substitutes  and  negroes  the  fighting,  (the  actual  conflict,)  of  course  the 
question  is  settled,  for  those  who  hold  the  swords  and  muskets  at  the  end  of  this 
war  (which  is  but  fairly  begun)  will  have  something  to  say.  If  negroes  are  to 
fight,  they,  too,  will  not  be  content  with  sliding  back  into  the  status  of  slave  or 
free  negro.  I  much  prefer  to  keep  negroea  yet,  for  aorae  time  to  come,  in  a 
■  subordinate  state ;  for  our  prejudices,  youre  as  well  as  mine,  are  not  yet  schooled 
for  absolute  equality. 

Jefi',  Davis  has  succeeded  perfectly  in  inspiring  his  people  with  the  truth  that 
liberty  and  government  are  worth  fighting  for;  that  pay  and  pensions  are  silly 
nothings  compared  to  the  prize  fought  for.  Now,  I  would  aim  to  inspire  our 
own  people  also  with  the  same  ^dea — that  it  is  not  right  to  pay  one  thousand 
(1,000)  dollars  to  some  fellow,  who  will  mu  away,  to  do  his  fighting,  or  to  some 
poor  negro  who  is  thinking  of  the  day  of  jubilee ;  but  that  every  young  aad 
middle-aged  man  should  he  proud  of  the  chance  to  fight  for  the  stability  of  hia 
country  without  profit  and  without  price ;  and  I  would  like  to  see  all  trade  and 
manufectures  atisolutely  cease  until  this  fight  is  over;  and  I  have  do  hesitation 
or  concealment  in  saying  that  there  is  not,  and  should  not  be,  the  remotest  chance 
of  peace  again  oa.  this  continent  till  all  this  is  realized,  eave  the  peace  which 
would  resnit  fi-om  the  base  and  cowardly  submittal  to  Jefi.  Davis's  terms.  I  would 
use  negroes  aa  surplus,  hut  not  spare  a  single  white  man,  not  one.  Any  white 
man  who  don't  and  won't  fight  now  should  be  killed,  banished,  or  denationalized, 
and  then  we  would  discriminate  among  the  noisy  patriots  and  aee  who  really 
should  vote. 
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If  the  negroes  fight  and  the  whitea  don't,  of  course  the  negroes  will  gov- 
ern. They  won't  ask  yon  or  me  for  the  privilege,  hnt  will  simply  take  it,  and 
pi-obably  reverse  the  relation  hitherto  existing,  and  they  would  do  rigbt. 

If,  however,  the  government  has  detennined  to  pnsh  the  policy  to  the  end,  it 

is  both  my  duty  and  pleasure  to  assist,  and  in  that  event  I  should  like  to  have 

Colonel  Bowman,  now  commanding  the  district  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  to 

organize  and  equip  such  as  may  fall  into  the  custody  of  the  army  I  command. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanto:v, 

Secretary  of  War,  Waskmgtm,  D.  C. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  Octoher  25,  1864— 8.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  reports  this  evening  from  General  Granger  that  Hood,  with  his  army 
is  moving  down  the  Tennessee  river,  hy  the  way  of  Guntersville  and  Summerville 
Have  you  any  information  tending  to  oonfirm  my  reports  received  1 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
Hbadquarteks  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

i»  tke  fidd,  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  October  26,  1864. 
Major  General  ThobiaS,  Nashville,  Tennessee  : 

A  veconnoissance  pushed  down  to  Gadsden  to-day  reveals  the  fact  that  the 
rebel  army  is  not  there,  and  the  chances  are  it  has  moved  west.  If  it  tarns 
ttp  at  Guntersville  I  will  he  after  it ;  but  if  it  goes,  as  I  believe,  to  Decatur  and 
beyond,  I  must  leave  it  to  you  at  present,  and  pnsh  for  the  heart  of  Georgia. 
All  I  want  is  to  get  my  sick  and  wounded  back  to  a  safe  place.  I  start  the  4th 
corps  hack  to  morrow,  via  Winston's  and  Valley  Head,  ordering  it  to  Bridgeport 
or  Chattanooga,  according  to  what  orders  Stanley  may  have  from  you.  Stanley 
will  have  about  fifteen  thousand  (15,000)  men,  Beauregard  may  attempt  Ten- 
nessee from  the  direction  of  Muscle  ahoals,  but  when  he  finds  me  pushing  for 
Macon,  Milledgeville,  &c.,  he  will  tnm  back.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  order 
giving  you  gctpreme  command  in  my  absence. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Co??imaTiding. 

[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  October  36,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
Major  General  Shehman  : 

General  Granger  telegraphs  me  again  to-day  that  Hood's  army  is  threatening 
110  cross  the  Tennessee  river  at  various  places  between  GuntersvjUe  and  Decatnr. 
I  have  sent  down  to  hini  all  the  re-enforcements  I  have  to  spare  at  this  time. 
Have  you  any  information  that  Hood  has  moved  with  hia  ai'my  in  the  direction 
indicated  in  these  reports  ? 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 
16» 
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Kashville,  Tenn.,  Octoher  SR,  1SG4— 10.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Shebman  : 

General  Granger  reports  that  tbe  enemy  appeared  in  force  in  front  of  Deca-, 
tur  to-day  about  3  p.  m.     Hia  pickets  were  driven  in,  but  no  serious  attack  was 
made  on  him  by  tbe  enemy.     Have  sent  him  al!  the  re-enforcements  I  can  get. 
report  it  would  aeera  that  Hood  intends  to  attempt  the  crossing  of  the 

GEO.'H.  THOMAS, 

Majw  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Sashville,  October  21,  1864—9  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  of  9  a.  m.  yesterday  is  received.  I  telegraphed  you  last  night 
that  the  enemy  had  appeared  in  force  in  frOBt  of  Decatur  and  drove  in  our 
pickets.  Have  ordered  him  to  defend  Decatur  to  the  last  extremity,  and  have 
ordered  gunboats  to  patrol  the  river  from  Bridgeport  to  Decatur  as  well  as  they  ai'e 
able.  1  have  also  a  small  force  at  "Whiteside,  with  artillery,  and  at  Olayeville. 
Have  only  been  able  to  send  Granger  three  new  regiments,  the  others  beiag 
necessary  to  place  guards  for  block-houses  on  the  railroad  to  Chattanooga  and 
Pulaski.  I  have  ordered  foi-ward  the  new  regiments  as  fast  as  possible,  but  as 
yet  there  are  eight  regiments  behiud.  Granger  believes  Hood's  army  is  near 
Decatur  for  tbe  purpose  of  crossing  the  Tennessee  river.  I  *ould  like  to  get 
the  4th  corps  aB  soon  as  you  can  spare  it. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


LClphm-,] 

HEAnQDARTBRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MtSSISSIFFI, 

In  ikefidd,  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  October  S7,  1864, 
General  ;  I  have  sent  the  4th  corps,  General  Stanley's,  back  lo  Stevenson. 
This  corps  is  about  iifteen  thousand  (15,000)  strong.  I  will  also  send  all  the 
men  not  suited  to  our  long  march,  bnt  they  will  answer  for  defending  posts. 
These,  with  wh^t  Genera!  Thomas  has,  will  enJible  him  trt  hold  Tennessee; 
and  in  a  few  days  I  hope  to  be  all  ready  to  carry  into  effect  my  original  plan. 

No  doubt  Hood  has  gone  off  toward  iJie  west  about  Decatur,  and  may  attempt 
and  succeed  in  crossing  the  Tennessee,  although  that  river  is  high  and  patrolled 
by  gunboats.  If  he  attacks  fortified  places  he  will  soon  cripple  his  army  so 
that  Thomas  can  dispose  of  him.  I  will  wait  a  few  daya  to  hear  what  headway 
he  makes  about  Decatur,  and  may  yet  turn  to  Tennessee ;  but  it  would  be  a 
great  pity  to  take  a  step  backwards.  I  think  it  woi^d  be  better  even  to  let  him 
ravage  the  State  of  Tennessee,  provided  he  does  not  gobble  up  too  many  of  our 

General  Thomas  is  well  alive  to  the  occasion,  and  better  suited  to  the  emer- 
gency than  any  man  I  have.  He  shonld  he  strengthened  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  the  successful  defence  of  Tennessee  should  not  be  left  to  chance, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Uom.ma'ndivg. 
Major  General  Halleck, 

-m,  D.  a 


>y  Go  Ogle 


REPORT    OF   MAJOR   GEJTEEAL   SHERMAN.  243 

[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Gaylesoille,  Ala.,  October  2B  1864. 
General  Thomas,  Nath-BiUe,  Tennessee: 

I  have  your  despatches  of  tbe  26t]i  and  27th,  announcing  that  Hood's  force  has 
appeared  before  Decatur.  I  have  already  sent  the  4th  corps,  which  should  reach 
Wauhatchee  to-morrow ;  use  it  freely,  and  if  I  see  that  Hood  crosses  the  Ten- 
nessee, I  will  send  Schnfield,  On  these  two  corps  you  can  engraft  all  the  new- 
troops;  with  tlie  balance  I  will  go  south.  Hood  has  little  ammunition  and  can- 
not afford  to  attack  fortified  places.  Caution  all  posts  to  defend  themselves 
manfully,  and  Hood  will  soon  exhaust  himself.  The  greatest  danger  is  of  gar- 
risons being  cut  off.  Instruct  them,  and  see  that  each  has  provisions  to  last  until 
relief  comes.  If  Hood  crosses,  it  will  be  about  Lamb's  ferry  or  Bainbridge. 
Wilson  is  now  well  down  toward  Jacksonville,  and  appearances  are  that  Hood 
has  shifted  his  stores  on  to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  raih-oad.  I  will  go  to  Rome 
to-morrow.     Keep  me  well  advised. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Heatiquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  October  S8,  1864. 
General  Steedman,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee- 
Telegraph  to  General  Granger  he  must  hold  on  to  the  death.     Hood  has  no 
ammunition  to  spare,  and  cannot  afford  to  assault.     Send  Granger  some  am- 
nnmition,  if  you  can  safely  do  so,  by  a  boat.     The  gunboats  ought  all  to  he 
there. 

Movements  will  occur  elsewhere  that  will  make  Hood  quit  Decatur.     Tell 
Granger  to  delay  Hood  there  as  long  as  he  can.     Stanley's  corps  will  reach 
Wauhatchee  to-morrow,  and  I  will  also  send  up  Schofield's  corps.     Let  General 
Thomas  re-enforce  Granger,  if  necessary  ;  but  he  don't  want  too  many  men, 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipber.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missi.ssippi, 

In  thefield,  Rome,  Ga.,  October  28,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee  : 

General  Granger  must  hold  as  loug  as  he  can.  Hood  won't  assault.  Both 
Allatoona  and  Resaca  beat  him  off,  and  neither  was  as  strong  as  Decatur.  General 
Gi-anger  don't  want  too  many  men;  they  would  be  in  his  way.  The  gunboats 
should  be  near  him.  Hood  cannot  spare  ammunition  to  bombard.  General 
Stanley  will  be  at  Wauhatchee  to-morrow,  and  I  may  also  send  Schofield 
up  from  here.  Notify  all  commanders  of  fortified  places  that  numbers  are 
nothing ;  they  must  bold  their  posts  against  a  million.  I^et  them  get  pro- 
visions and  ammunition  in  now.  If  troops  come  from  Missouri,  Eaetport  would 
be  a  irood  place,  unless  Hood  succeeds  ia  crossing  the  Tennessee. 

^  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 
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Warrensburg,  Mo.,  October  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Tour  deepatch  received.  General  Halleck  says,  in  a  despatch  of  to-daj-,  General 
Grant  thinks  I  can  and  ought  to  send  you  re- enforcements.  I  have  looked 
upon  General  A.  J.  Smith's  eommaiid  as  a  loan  from  you.  They  are  now 
near  KanBas  border,  and  will  march  toward  8t,  Louis  with  all  practicable  speed, 
scouting  the  country.  They  will  be  proiyded  with  everything  needfal,  and 
sent  to  you  as  soon  as  they  can  reach  the  Mississippi.  I  have  no  cavalry 
available,  I  would  like  veiy  much,  to  know  your  exact  wants  and  situation. 
W.  S.  E0SECRAN8, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
HtSADaUARTEBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.>  October  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  NashiAlle,  Tennessee  : 

General  Stanley  should  reach  Wauhatchee  to-day.     Schofield  will  be  here 
to-night,  and  I  will  push  him  right  away  for  Resaca,  to  go  to  Chattanooga  if 
events  call  for  it,     Oi'derall  recruits  and  drafted  men  accordingly,  viz :  those  for 
14th,  15th,  17th  a«d  SOth  corps  to  come  to  the  front.     Appoint  some  good  man 
to  organize  and  arm  tlie  coEvaJeseents  I  send  back,     I  repeat,  should  the  enemy 
cross  the  Tennessee  in  force,  abandon  all  minor  points  and  concentrate  your 
forces  at  some  point  where  you  cover  the  road  from  Murfreesboro'  to  Stevenson. 
Engraft  on  Stanley  and  Schofield  all  the  new  troops.     Give  Schofield  a  division 
of  new  troops.     Give  General  Tower  all  the  men  you  can  to  finish  the  forts  al 
Nashville,  and  urge  on  the  navy  to  pile  up  gunboats  in  the  Tennessee. 
W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipljev.] 
llEADtiL'ARTEaa  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  October  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee: 

We  ha*e  i-econnoitred  well  down.to  Gadsdon  and  Jacksonville.  Hood  took 
•wiih  him  all  his  in&ntry  and  a  good  deal  of  cavalry.  He  started  for  Bridgeport 
and  Guntersviile,  but  my  movements  have  thrown  him  clear  across  to  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  railroad.  If  he  do  not  attack  Decatur  to-day  he  wiU  not  at  all;  but  he 
will  go  to  Tuscumbia  and  depend  on  the  Mobile  road.  Now,  I  want  you  to  be 
all  ready  forJiim  if  he  enters  Tennessee.  He  wUl  work  as  fast  as  possible,  for  win- 
ter is  coming;  but  he  cannot  have  supplies,  and  will  be  dependent  on  the  coun- 
try, I  have  sent  General  Stanley  back;  givehimasmanyconscripts  as  possible, 
and  use  him  as  the  nucleus.  I  will  send  also  Schofield  back,  who  will  relieve  you 
of  all  that  Knoxville  branch;  but,  if  necessary,  break  up  all  minor  posts,  and 
get  about  Columbia  as  big  an  army  as  yon  can,  and  go  at  him.  You  may  hold 
all  the  cavalry  and  new  troops,  except  new  artillery  assigned  to  the  corps  with 
me.  I  would  like  Dalton  held,  but  leave  that  to  you ;  Chattanooga,  of  course, 
and  Decatur,  in  connexion  with  the  boats.  If,  to  make  up  a  force  adequate,  it 
be  necessary,  abandon  Huntsville,  and  that  line,  and  the  Nashville  and  the 
Decatar  road,  except  so  far  as  it  facOitates  an  army  operating  toward  Florence. 
Already  the  papers  in  Geoi^  begin  to  how!  at  being  abandoned,  and  will  howl 
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stil!  more  before  tbey  are  done.  Get,  if  you  can,  Gfenerala  A.  J.  Smith's  and 
Mower'a  divisions,  belonging  to  my  army,  from  Missouri,  and  let  tbem  come  to 
you  via  Clifton.  Get  tbe  giiaboata  to  fill  tbe  Tennessee  river,  and  that  will 
bother  the  enemy  much;  and  if  you  can  make  a  good  lodgement  at  Eastport, 
Hood  could  not  use  the  Corinth  and  Decatur  road,  for  there  are  only  seven  (7) 
miles  of  good  road  from  Eastport  to  luka.  Seliofield  has  not  got  in  yet,  but  I 
will  push  him  right  on  to  Reaaca.  I  will  give  yoa  notice  when  I  start.  All 
preparations  are  now  pro,i>;ressing,  but  I  want  to  know  Hood's  movements,  and 
how  well  you  are  pi-epared,  before  I  start. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  CommawUng. 


Warrknsburg,  Mo.,  October  S9,  1S64. 
Major  General  Sherman  ; 

I  forgot  to  Bay  that  "Winelow'a  cavalry,  that  came  with  General  Mower,  will 
be  sent  to  Memphis  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done.  It  is  now  on  the  Kansas  border, 
has  had  a  hard  campaign,  and  must  be  reraouuted,  which  will  be  done  as  speedily 
as  possible. 

W.  8.  ROSECRANS, 

Major  General. 


[Cii,Ler.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  October  29,  1864. 
Major  General  RoSECBAKS,  Warrenahm-g,  Mo,  : 

I  have  your  despatches  to-day.  I  have  pushed  Beauregard  to  the  west  of  De- 
catur, but  I  know  he  is  pledged  to  invade  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  haviug 
his  base  on  tlie  old  Mobile  and  Ohio  road.  I  have  put  Thomas  in  Tennessee, 
and  given  him  as  many  troops  as  he  thinks  necessary,  hut  I  don't  want  to  leave 
it  to  chance,  and  therefore  would  like  to  have  Smith's  and  Mower's  divisions 
up  the  Tennessee  river  as  soon  as  possible.  Could  you  get  them  on  board  of 
boats  at  Booiieville,  or  higher  up,  and  let  the  boats  run  to  Paducah,  where  orders 
would  meet  them? 

I  propose,  myself,  to  push  straight  down  into  the  heart  of  Georgia,  smashing 
things  generally. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


r  Cipher, 


Headhuartp.ks  Military  Division' .of  the  Mississivi-i, 

In  ike  field.  Borne,  Ga.,  October  29,  1864. 
General  Thomas,  NashoiUe,  Tennessee: 

I  have  your  despatch.  General  Stanley  has  reached  Chattanooga,  and  can, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  cars,  reach  Athens  in  less  than  four  days.  I  hear 
that  the  enemy  hafi  passed  to  the  west  of  Decatur,  and  therefore  will  cross  about 
Florence.  I  don't  see  how  Beauregard  can  support  his  army,  but  Jeff.  Davis 
is  desperate,  and  his  men  w  ill  undertake  anything  possible.  If  necessary,  draw 
heavy  on  Chattanooga,  dependmg  on  Schofield  to  replace  them.  Schofield  is 
not  yet  up,  but  I  will  pu'h  him  light  along  to  Resaca,     With  Decatur  held. 


,Google 


246         REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

and  a  good  gunboat  force  up  at  the  bead  of  navigation,  tlie  enemy  will  be  bold 
to  enter  Tennessee ;  but  we  must  expect  anything.  If  they  wait  to  get  sup- 
plies aboTj,t  Tuscumbia  you  will  get  the  Missouri  troops.  Have  your  orders 
to  meet  them  at  Paducali. 

W.  T.  SnERMAN, 

Moji/r  General. 


CHATTA\00fVA,  October  29.  1804—8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Shehman: 

The  following  hafi  juat  been  received  from  Decatur,  dated  October  24 — 4.40 

"  I  told  you  we  drove  the  rebs  out  of  their  lifle-pits  yesterday,  capturing  one 
hundred  and  twenty,  (ISO.)  In  the  evening  we  made  another  sortie,  spiking  a 
couple  of  guns,  and  making  fourteen  (14)  more  prieoners.  In  this  skirmish  we 
lost  forty  (40)  killed  and  wounded.  Oar  loss  altogether,  np  to  this  lime,  amotints 
to  eighty  (80.)  We  blew  up  four  (4)  caissons,  and  dismounted  two  (2)  pieces 
of  artillery.  We  killed  and  wounded  a  very  large  number  of  the  enemy,  full 
iive  hundred  (500.)  About  four  (4)  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  they  began  to  leave  in 
direction  of  Couctland.  I  have  been  probing  them  at  different  points  all  day, 
finding  them  in  force  until  4  o'clock  this  evening,  when  our  forces  carried  their 
last  line  of  rifle-pita  ;  enemy  evidently  believing  us  to  be  in  very  strong  force 
here,  judging  from  what  their  prisonera  have  stated.  I  have  endeavored  to  keep 
up  this  impression.  I  am  picketing  the  river  with  all  the  cavalry  in  my  posaes- 
.  sion,  down  to  the  mouth  of  Elk  river.  If  gunboat  returns,  now  some  miles  np 
river,  I  will  send  a  regiment  down  the  river  to  Brown's  ferry.  Negroes  who 
escaped  from  them,  and  priaonera,  say  that  Hood  and  Beauregard  ai'e  both  with 
them.  Received  a  despatch  from  Athena  ;  stated  that  two  couriera  from  Flor- 
ence  reported  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  below  Cypress  creek  in  large  force. 
1  think  this  information  is  to  the  aame  effect  as  that  forwarded  by  General 
Croston. 

"It  will  hai-dly  be  necessary  now  to  report,  any  how.  I  will  send  you, 
howevev,  all  the  information  I  can  obtain. 

'■E.  S.  GRANGER, 

"Brigadier  General." 
Respectfully, 

JAS.  B.  STEEDMAN, 

Major  General. 


Chattanooga,  October  29,  1S64. 
Major  General  Shkrman  : 

Just  received  the  following : 

"  Decatur,  29—9.30  p.  m. 

"I  have  conversed  withanumberof  deserters, prisoners,  and_escaped  negroes, 
and  from  their  information  I  am  led  to  believe  it  is  the  impression  among  the 
officers  and  men  of  Hood's  army  that  they  are  bound  to  get  into  Middle  Tennes- 
see. The  deserter  who  has  juat  left  me  says  that  their  first  aim  waa  to  take 
this  place,  and  fully  espected  to  do  so.  He  thought  now  they  would  cei-tainly 
attempt  to  cross  above  or  below.  I  am  convinced  their  infantry  forces  left  in 
the  du-ection  of  CouitJand,  and  they  may  send  some  cavah'v  to  cross  above. 
My  guide,  Harris,  a  sharp  fellow,  says,  from  what  he  has  heard  above,  that 
they  will  try  to  cross  above,  near  Whilesburg.  I  have  sent  him  up  there  on 
tho  gunboat  Thomas.     I  have  also  ordta-ed,  in  addition  to  the  force  there  al- 
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ready,  five  (5)  companies  of  181st  Ohio,  about  four  hundred  and  twenty  (420) 
laen.  I  have  sent  to  Brown's  ferry  one  haadred  and  fifty  of  the  10th  Indiana, 
iind  will  send  the  Stone  River  down  there  with  one  hundred  (100)  men  of  181st 
Ohio,  r  think  Hood  will,  if  he  intends  to  cross,  make  the  effort  between  Elk 
River  and  Eaetport.  Insti'ucted  Colonel  Lyon  to  guard  all  paaaeafrom  mouth 
of  Flint  river  tu  Triana,  and  scout  river  with  cavalry. 

"E.  8.  GRANGER, 
"  Brigadier  General." 

"29th— 11  p.m. 

nother  reason  why  I  think  Hood 

^  s  evidently  out  of  supplies ;  bis 

mcii  were  all  gmmbling ;  the  first  thing  the  prieouera  asked  for  was   something 

to  eat.     Hood  could  not  get  anything  if  he  should  cross  this  side  of  Rogei-sville. 

"E.  S.  GEA.NGEE, 

"  Brigadier  General." 
JAS.  B.  STEEDMAN", 

Major  General. 


[Cipliei 


Major  Genera]  Shermaji 


Nashville,  TfiNNESSBG, 

October  30,  1864—2  p.  m. 


Your  two  despatches,  of  13  p.  m.  (midnight)  yesterday,  received.  One 
division  of  Stanley's  ti-oopa  lias  already  left  Chattanooga  for  Athens,  and  Tin- 
dall  promises  to  bave  them  all  oiF  by  to-morrow.  Have  despatch  from  prox- 
ton  at  9  p.  m,  last  night.  He  says  nothing  further  of  the  crossing  of  the 
enemy  at  Piorence,  but  he  learns  from  a  source  he  cannot  doubt  that  Hood's 
whole  army  reached  Town  creek  last  night,  and  would  cross  there.  Have  al- 
ready directed  him  to  oppose  Hood  with  his  whole  available  force,  reporting  di- 
rectly to  Stanley,  at  Athena,  and  to  me  here  via  Pulaski.  Ordered  Hatch  last 
night  to  re-enforce  Croxton  at  once.  Granger  believes  liood  has  gone  towards 
Tuscumbja,  but  thinks  he  will  he  compelled  to  wait  a  day  or  two  to  get  provi- 
sions, aa  his  troops  were  almost  mutinous  at  not  having  food  when  he  was  be- 
fore Decatui'.  If  he  deiaya  two  days  he  will  have  no  chance  to  get  across. 
Think  General  Sehofield  hettev  remain  at  Eesaca  for  a  day  or  two,  or  until  we 
get  farther  information.  Have  directed  General  Steedman  to  push  forward  all 
reeruita  and  drafted  men  belonging  to  regiments  with  you.  Have  repeated  my 
application  to  Commander  Pennock  for  gunboats  to  go  up  Tennessee  river. 
Ilave  telegi'aphed  General  Roaecrana  at  St.  Louia  to  send  A.  J.  Smith's  and 
Mower'a  divisions  to  Eaatport ;  cavalry  to  Memphis.  I  doubt  if  RfisecranB  will 
seud  them. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
Headuuakteks  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  Oetaber  30,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  NasJiville,  Tennessee  : 

Despatch  of  to-day  received.     I  agree  with  Granger  that  Hood  must  delay 
for  provisions.     He  cannot  ford  the  'i'ennesaee,  and  must  pass  his  artillery  by 
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a  pontoon  bridge,  which  can  only  be  laid,  in  the  reach  abont  Florence,  between 
Colbut'e  and  Miiacle  shoals.  Schofield  is  here,  and  moves  to-nioiTovr  for  Be- 
saca  to  report  to  you.  Jeff.  Davis  will  move  to  Kingston  and  Howard  to  Mari- 
etta, via  Vanwert  and  Dallas.  I  will  keep  all  the  horses,  and  will  send  Wilson 
with  all  the  diamouuted  cavalry  back  to  Tennessee,  where  he  can  make  np  a 
very  heavy  cavalry  force,  subject  to  yonr  orders,  in  case  I  depart  for  the  south. 
Hood  must  have  seen  Stanley  moving  to  you,  and  has  heard  the  result  of  affaire 
in  Missouri  and  the  Shenandoah,  and  will  hesitate  to  pnt  his  army  in  Middle 
Tennessee  at  this  season  of  the  year,  with  the  Tennessee  river  at  his  back  ;  but 
I  want  you  to  keep  me  advised  np  to  the  last  moment. 

It  may  take  five  (5)  days  yet  to  get  everything  back,  and  during  tliat  time 
he  may  turn  towards  me,  thinking  I  have  divided  my  forces.  General  Rose- 
crauB  telegraphs  me  that  he  has  ordered  General  Mower  and  Smith's  diyisions^ 
to  Tennessee,  and  J  have  asked  him  to  embark  them  at  Boouville  or  Lexington 
and  send  them  in  boats  to  the  Tennessee  liver,  lepoiting  to  yoa  from  Puducah' 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major   General . 


[Cipbm-.] 

Kasuville,  October  30,  1864—9  p.  m. 
Major  Geueral  SiJERMAn  ; 

General  Granger  reports  enemy  gone  from  his  front,  moving  off  towards 
Tuscumbia.  He  sent  out  force  to  follow  up  the  rear  of  the  enemy  as  he  moved 
off,  capturing  some  prisoners.  He  reports  prisoners  admit  Hood's  loss,  killed 
and  wounded,  at  Docatur,  numbered  in  the  neighborhood  of  one  thousand,  (1,000.) 
Colonels  Doolittle  and  Morgan,  who  had  just  returned  from  the  reeomioissamce, 
report  heavy  firing  down  the  river,  at  ahoixt  the  rate  of  eight  shots  per  minute, 
continuing  for  about  fifteeen  (15)  minutes.  It  is  probably  General  Oroxton  op- 
posing the  enemy  at  Bainbridge,  as  he  reported  last  night  that  he  had  learned 
from  a  reliable  eonrce  that  the  enemy  intended  crossing  at  that  place.  Have  not 
heard  from  Groxton  to-day.  The  whole  of  General  T.  J.  Wood's  division,  4th 
corps,  left  Chattanooga,  on  cars,  at  10  a.  m.  to-day,  for  Athens,  and  General 
Stanley  expects  to  have  his  other  two  divisions  en  route  by  to-monow  morning. 
I'believe  they  will  reach  Athens  in  time  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  making  fur- 
ther pTOgress  into  the  country.  Have  ordered  an  additional  brigade  of  cavalry 
to  scout  from  this  place  to-moiTOw  morning  to  re-enforce  Croxtoii. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  Genera?. 


[Cipher.] 
l\^\i!RBNSB0RG,  Mo.,  OctoUr  30,  ISei— U  p.  m. 

(through  HEADQTiARTEHS  DEPARTMENT  OF  MISSOURI, 

St.  Louis,  Missouri,  October  ^Q,  1864—13  p.m.) 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  telegram  of  29th,  13  p.  m.,  received.  The  river  is  so  low  that  General 
A.  J.  Smith  can  reach  the  Mississippi  river  sooner  bymai-ching.  He  leaves  in 
the  morning.  It  will  require  ten  (10)  days  to  reach  the  Mississippi  river,  where 
boats  and  complete  supplies  will  await  him.  Whatever  is  possible  will  be  done  to 
enable  you  to  make  a  sure  thing  agaiust  Beauregard.  I  hope  you  will  be  able 
to  give  that  army  a  thorough  defeat. 

W.  8.  ROSECRANS, 

Major  General 


>y  Go  Ogle 


EEPOIIT    OF   MAJOE    GENERAL    SHERMAN.  249 

[Cipher.] 
HEAUiiUARTERS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tliefieli,  Rome,  Ga.,  October  31,  1864. 
Major  Gtcnera]  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee: 

You  must  unite  all  your  meu  into  one  ai-my,  and  abandon  all  minor  points,  if 
you  expect  to  defeat  Hood.  He  will  not  attack  poets,  but  march  around  them, 
"  '    "  "  ■  '  ■       0-day  from  here  to  Eeeaea,  where  be  will  report  to  you 

a  to-night. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  October  31,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

General  Croston  reports  enemy  crossed  Tennessee  river,  four  miles  above 
FloreDce.  He  reports,  also,  that  he  was  nnable  to  prevent  enemy's  crossing', 
but  will  resist  tbeir  further  progress  £is  long  as  possible.  Have  ordered  General 
Hatch  to  move  to  Lawrenceburg,  between  Hood  and  Columbia,  and  to  co-operate 
with  GEeneral  Oroxton  m  resisting  enemy's  progress.  Have  ordered  Stanley's 
corps  to  Pulaski  to  hold  that  place.  Can  you  send  me  General  Sebofield  to  take  ■ 
post  at  Columbia  at  once?  I  make  this  application  because  the  force  at  Chat- 
tanooga is  not  sufficiently  large  or  well  organized  to  do  more  than  defend  that 
place. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


Atlanta,  October  31,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

Tour  despatch  received.  It  will  take  more  than  one-half  the  available  cars 
between  here  and  Chattanooga  to  move  the  S3d  corps.  The  removal  of  stores 
to  the  rear  will  have  to  stop  in  a  great  measure.  The  railroad  has  been  open 
but  two  {2)  days.  Much  lias  been  done,  but  there  is  still  more  to  do  than  can 
be  done  in  seven  days,  with  the  usual  rate  of  accidents.  If  the  93d  corps  move 
by  cars  it  will  take  eleven  (11)  days  to  complete  everything.  We  still  require 
some  hundreds  of  cars  of  stores  to  complete  your  supplies  and  ontfit.  Under 
the  circumstances,  shall  cars  be  sent  at  once  to  move  l3ie  23d  eoi-ps?     Answer. 

L.  C.  EA8T0N, 
A.  BECKWITH. 


[Cipl.(,r.] 

Nashville,  Octoler  31,  1864 — 13  m. 
Major  Genera!  Sherman: 

Have  telegraphed  to  General  Kosecrans  at  Saint  Louis,  and  also  to  command- 
ing officer  at  Paducah,  but  can  hear  nothing  from  them.  Now  that  Hood  has  un- 
doubtedly crossed  the  river,  I  think  it  important  that  General  Sebofield  should 
be  sent  to  Columbia  as  soon  as  possible,  as  I  have  no  certainty  of  getting  any 
other  troops.  There  ai-e  still  six  regiments  due  from  the  north.  If  you  approve 
this,  please  order  General  Schoffeld  to  proceed  at  once  by  rail  to  Columbia. 
GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General 
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[CiphOT.] 
Nashville,  October  31,  1864—6.30  p.  m. 
Major  Genera]  Sherman  : 

Am  endeavoring  to  concentrate  my  troops  as  much  as  possible,  and  trying  to 
place  them  at  Pulaski — Decatur  being  held  by  Granger's  forces — and  shall 
therefore  order  General  Schofield  to  come  with  all  his  corps,  except  one  brigade, 
by  rail,  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  am  sure  Stanley's  force  will  not  be  large 
enough  to  drive  Hood's  whole  army  back.  He  has  a  large  cavalry  force.  I 
can  hear  nothing  of  the  troops  from  Missouri,  and  cannot,  therefore,  rely  upon 
their  reaching  me.     Neither  can  I  hear  anything  of  the  new  regiments  expected. 

I  consider  it  absolutely  necessary  for  General  Schofield  to  come.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  there  ia  a  lai^  force  of  the  enemy  in  "West  Tennessee,  and  now 
crossing  the  Tennessee,  near  Florence.  I  leara  by  telegram  from  Johnsonville 
that  one  gunboat  and  five  transports  were  captai-ed  last  night  below. Johnson- 
ville. Commanding  officer  at  Johnsonville  expects  to  be  attacked  daily,  and  I 
have  no  troops  to  i-e-enforce  him,  uuless  the  Missouri  troops  should  accidentally 
get  there  in  time  to  do  so.  The  water  in  the  Tennessee  river  having  fallen  very 
low,  the  enemy  was  expected  to  cross  at  three  or  four  points,  in  spite  of  Oroxton's 
effoi-ts  to  prevent  them. 

If  General  Hatch  does  not  disregard  my  orders  for  him  to  halt  at  Pulaski, 
he  and  Ci-oxton,  with  Stanley,  may  be  able  to  hold  Hood  at  Pulaski  untO  Gen- 
eral Schofield  can  get  up. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

I'lqjor  General. 


[Cipher.] 
Headuuartebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Intlie field,  Rome,  Ga..  November  1,  1864. 
Major  General  George  H,  Thomas,  Naskoitle,  Tenn. : 

Despatch  received.  The  fact  that  Forrest  is  down  about  Johnsonville,  while 
Hood  with  his  infantry  is  still  about  Florence  and  Tuscumhia,  gives  you  time  for 
concentration.  The  supplies  about  Chattanooga  are  immense,  and  I  will  sooa 
be  independent  of  them;  therefore  I  would  not  risk  supplies  coming  in  transitu 
from  Nashville  to  Chattanooga.  In  like  manner,  we  have  large  supplies  in  Nash- 
ville, and  if  they  be  well  guai-ded,  aiid  Hood  can't  get  our  supplies,  he  can't 
stay  in  Teunessee  long. 

General  Schofield  will  go  to  yoa  as  rapidly  as  cars  can  take  him,  and  I  have 
no  doubt,  after  the  emergencyis  passed,  and  the  enemy  has  done  us  considerable 
damage,  re-enforcements  will  pour  to  yoa,  more  than  can  be  provided  for  or  taken 
care  of.     In  the  mean  tinie  do  your  best. 

I  wUl  leave  here  to-morrow  for  Kingston,  and  keep  things  moving  towards 
the  south.  Therefore  hold  fast  all  new  ti'oops  comiag  to  you,  excepting  such  aa 
are  now  at  Chattanooga,  to  whom  I  will  give  orders.  « 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipliei-.] 
Hkadquartees  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  November  1, 18li4. 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.  : 

As  you  foresaw,  and  as  Jeff.  Davis  threatened,  the  enemy  is  now  in  the  full 
tide  of  execution  of  his  grand  plan  to  destroy  my  communications  and  defeat 
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this  army.  His  infantry,  about  thirty  thousand,  (30,000,)  with  Wheeler  and 
Roddy's  cavalry,  from  seven  to  ten  thousand,  (7,000  to  10,000,}  are  now  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Tuscumbia  and  Florence,  and  the  water  being  low,  are  able  to 
cross  at  will.  Forrest  seems  to  be  scattered  from  Eastport  to  Jackson,  Paris, 
and  the  lower  Tennessee,  and  General  Thomas  reports  the  capture  by  him  of  a 
gunboat  and  five  transports.  General  Thomas  has  near  Athens  and  Pulaski 
Stanley's  corps,  about  fifteen  thousand  (1 5,000)  sti'oug,  and  Schofield's  corps,  ten 
thousand,  (10,000,)  en  route  by  rail,  and  has  at  least  twenty  to  twenty-five  thou- 
sand (20,000  to  23,000)men,withnewregiraent8  and  conscripts  arrivingall  the  time, 
also.  General Eosecranspromisesthe two dirisionsofSmithand Mower, belonging 
to  me,  but  I  donbt  if  they  can  reach  Tennessee  in  less  than  ten  (10)  days.  If  I  were 
to  let  go  Atlanta  and  North  Georgia  and  make  for  Hood  he  would,  as  he  did  here, 
retreat  to  the  southwest,  leaving  his  militia,  now  assembling  at  Macon  and  Grif- 
fin, to  occupy  our  conquests,  and  the  work  of  last  summer  would  be  lost.  I  have 
retained  about  fifty  thousand  (50,000)  good  troops,  and  havesent  backfall  twenty- 
five  tbonsand,  (36,000,)  and  have  instructed  General  Thomas  to  bold  defensively 
Nashville,  Chattanooga,  and  Decatur,  all  strongly  fortified  and  provisioned  for  a 
long  siege.  I  will  destroy  all  the  railroads  of  Georgia,  and  do  as  much  substantial 
damage  as  is  possible,  reaching  the  sea-coast  near  one  of  the  points  hitherto 
indicated,  trusting  that  Thomas  with  his  present  troops,  and  the  influx  of  new 
ti'OOps  promised,  willbeableinavery  few  days  to  assume  the  offensive 

Hood's  cavalry  may  do  agooddealof  damage,  and  I  have  sent  Wilaou  back  with 
all  dismounted  cavalry,  retaining  only  about  four  thousand  five  hundred  (4,aOO.j 
This  is'the  best  I  can  do,  and  shall,  therefore,  when  I  get  to  Ailanta  the  necessary 
stores,  move  south  as  soon  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher,] 

ClTV  Point,  Nm;ember  1,  1864—6  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

Do  you  not  think  it  advisable,  now  that  Hood  has  gone  so  far  north,  to 
entirely  ruin  Mm  before  starting  on  your  proposed  campaign?  With  Hood's 
army  destroyed,  you  can  go  where  you  please  with  impunity.  I  believed,  and 
still  believe,  if  you  bad  started  south  while  Hood  was  in  the  neighborhood  of 
you,  he  would  have  been  forced  to  go  after  you.  Now  that  he  is  so  far  away, 
he  might  look  upon  the  chase  as  useless,  and  he  will  go  ia  one  direction  while 
you  are  pushing  the  other.  If  you  can  see  the  chance  for  destroying  Hood's 
army,  attend  to  that  first,  and  make  your  other  move  secondary. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Liicule^iant  General. 


LCiplier.] 


IlEADtlUAETERS  MILITARY  DlVISIOM  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejield,  Rome,  Ga.,  November  2,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee: 

Despatch  of  7  p.  m.,  1st,  received.  I  sent  you  yesterday  copies  of  General 
Rosecrans's  despatches,  showing  that  Smith's  and  Mower's  divisions  are  en  route ; 
but  it  will  take  ten  (10)  daya  for  them  to  reach  Paducah.  It  ia  now  raining, 
and  Beauregard  will  be  very  -cautious  in  going  north  of  the  Tennessee  at  this 
season  of  the  year,     Sehofleld  is  on  the  railroad,  and  can  be  moved  rapidly  to 
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any  poiut  you  indicate.  Have  you  any  positive  knowledge  that  any  part  of 
Beauregard's  infantry  haa  passed  the  Tennessee  ?  Wilson  is  also  coming  to 
you  with  Garrard's  dismounted  cavalry,  and  it  would  be  well  to  have  horses 
and  equipments  awaiting  them.  According  to  Wilson's  account,  you  will  have 
in  ten  (10)  days  full  twelve  thousand  (12,0001  cavalry,  and  I  estimate  your 
infantry  force,  independent  of  railroad  guards,  fuU  forty  thousand  (40,000)  men, 
which  is  a  force  superior  to  the  eaemy. 

w.  T.  sherma:n, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
IIHADCIUAETERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  tkejield,  Rome,  Ga.,  November  2,  1S64. 
Lient.  General  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 

Tour  despatch  is  received.  If  I  could  hope  to  overhaul  Hood,  I  would  turn 
against'him  with  my  whole  force;  then  he  would  retreat  to  the  southwest,  draw- 
ing me  as  a  decoy  from  Georgia,  which  is  his  chief  object.  If  he  ventures  north 
of  the  Tennessee.  I  may  turn  in  that  direction  and  endeavor  to  get  between  him 
and,  his  line  of  retreat;  hut,  thus  fer,  he  has  not  gone  above  the  Tennessee, 
Thomas  will  have  a  force  strong  enough  to  prevent  his  reaching  any  country 
in  which  we  have  an  interest,  and  he  has  orders,  if  Hood  turns  to  follow  me,  to 
push  for  Selma,  No  single  army  can  catch  him,  and  I  am  convinced  the  best 
results  will  follow  from  our  defeating  Jeff.  Davis's  cherished  plivn  of  makiag  me 
leave  Georgia  by  mamsuvring.  Thus  far  1  have  confined  my  efforts  to  thwart 
his  plans,  and  have  reduced  my  baggage  so  that  I  can  pick  up  and  start  in  any 
direction ;  but  I  would  regard  a  pursuit  of  Hood  as  useless.  Still,  if  he  attempts 
to  invade  Middle  Tennessee,  I  will  hold  Decatur,  and  be  prepared  to  move  in 
that  direction;  but,  unless  I  let  go  Atlanta,  my  force  will  not  be  equal  to  his. 
W.  T.  SHEltMAS, 

Major  General. 


[Cjplier.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  Noverr^ber  2,  1864. 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Oity  Point,  Va.; 

If  I  turn  back,  the  whole  effect  of  my  campaign  will  be  lost.  By  niy  move- 
ments I  have  thrown  Beauregard  well  to  the  west,  and  Thomas  wi!l  have  ample 
time  and  sufficient  troops  to  hold  him  until  re-enforcements  meet  him  from  Mis- 
souri, and  recruits.  We  have  now  ample  supplies  at  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta 
to  stand  a  month's  interruption  to  oar  communications,  and  I  don't  believe  the 
confederate  army  can  rp,aoh  our  lines  save  by  cavalry  raids,  and  Wilaon  will 
have  cavalry  enough  to  checkmate  that.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  best 
results  will  follow  me  in  my  contemplated  movement  through  Georgia. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 
City  Point,  Va.,  November  2,  1864—11.30  a.  ra. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Tour  despatch  of  9  a.  m,  yesterday  is  just  received.     I  despatched  you  the 
same  date  advising  that  Hood's  army,  now  that  it  had  worked  so  far  north, 
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ought  to  be  looked  upon  moie  at.  the  object.  "With  the  force,  however,  you 
have  left  with  General  Thomas,  he  must  be  able  to  take  care  of  Hood  and  de- 
stroy him.  I  really  do  not  see  that  you  can  withdraw  from  where  yoa  are  to 
follow  Hood,  without  gn  mg  up  ill  iv  e  have  gained  in  territory.  I  say,  then,  go 
on  as  you  propose. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  2,  1864. 
Captain  Pe.\?jock,  United  States  Navy,  Mound  City: 

I  don't  kaow  what  boats  yon  have  up  the  Tennessee  now,  but  bear  that 
Number  Fifty-five  has  been  captured  by  FoireBt.  I  trast  you  will  keep  that 
river  well  patrolied,  increasing  tbe  capacity  of  the  boats  accoiding  to  the  draught 
of  water.  If  the  present  rains  continue,  one  or  two  iroa-clads  would  do  most 
important  service.  In  a  few  days  I  will  be  off  for  salt-water,  and  hope  to  meet 
my  old  fiiend  Admiral  Porter  again.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  write  to  him, 
aud  tell  him  to  look  out  for  me  about  Chi-iatmas  from  Hilton  Head  to  Savan- 
nah? During  my  absence,  please  confer  freely  with  General  Thomas,  who 
commands  in  my  stead. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Ciyher.] 

Nashville,  November  2,  1864 — 1,30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

Your  despatch  of  8  a.  m.  to-day  just  received.  I  this  morning  received  tlie 
first  telegi'am  from  Kosecrans.  Contents  similar  to  the  one  you  sent  me.  I  have 
just  heard  from  General  Croxton,  who  despatched  to  me  at  7  p.  m.  yesterday, 
who  says  he  has  been  within  two  miles  of  Florence  on  the  Huntsville  side,  and 
thi'ee  miles  on  the  Lawrenceburg  side.  The  enemy  is  there  with  a  large  force 
intrenched.  They  have  laid  pontoons  at  Florence,  and  are  reported  still  cross- 
ing. He  finds  no  cavalry,  but  Forrest  is  reported  crossing  below  Florence.  I 
think  he  must  be  mistaken  about  Forrest  crossing  below  Florence.  It  may  be 
Wheeler.  General  Hatch  should  be  with  Croxton  by  this  time,  and,  although 
the  rain  may  have  made  the  roads  bad,  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  balance  of  Stan- 
ley's troops  will  reach  Pnlaski  to-day.  It  wUl  not  be  possible  for  me  to  raise 
within  the  next  ten  days  more  than  St-anley'a  and  8chofield!s  corps,  and  Crox- 
ton's  and  Hatch's  cavalry,  unless  I  should  withdraw  railroad  guards  immedi- 
ately, which  should  not  be  done  so  long  as  we  must  operate  the  road.  The 
convalescents  will,  of  course,  only  be  fit  to  gan-iaon  Chattanooga,  Whitesides, 
and  Bridgeport.  It  will  need  all  the  troops  Granger  has  to  hold  Decatur. 
General  Steedman's  troops,  belonging  to  my  army,  are  almost  dwindled  away 
by  expii-ation  of  service.  Eventually  General  Wilson  can  oi'ganize  twelve  thou- 
sand (,12,000)  cavalry  from  dismounted  men  now  in  Tennessee  and  coming  from 
the  front;  but  he  can't  do  this  in  ten  (10)  days.  We  will  all  do  the  beat  we 
can.  If  Beauregard  halts  to  fortify,  I  hope  we  shall  be  ready  for  him.  It  has 
rained  some,  buL  not  a  great  deal,  here. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 


[CipW.] 
HEAnuUARTEitS  HlLITABY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  Sovemher  2,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville: 

I  have  your  despatch  of  to-day.  If  Granger  will  eoutiaue  to  demonatrate  on 
the  Mowltoa  road  with  as  3tri;ng  a  force  as  he  can  take  out  of  Decatur,  he  will 
compel  Beauregard  to  leave  a  similai-  force  in  observation.  In  like  manner, 
Grierson  at  Memphis  should  be  instructed  to  demonstrate  out  in  the  direction 
of  Eipley  or  Coiinth,  to  threaten  tlie  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad,  on  which  he 
manifeetiy  must  depend.  Then,  having  united  Sehofield  and  Stanley,  and 
filled  them  as  much  as  yon  can  with  your  new  troops,  Beauregard  wiD  be  check- 
mated ;  but  if  be  advances  from  Florence,  fight  him  cautiously,  taking  every 
advantage  of  your  fortifications  and  the  natural  obstructions  of  the  conn  ry.  I 
think  he  will  aim  for  Fayetteville  and  Shelbyville,  but  you  know  the  country 
better  than  I  do.  General  A.  J.  Smith  reports  himself  en  route  from  Warrens- 
bnrg,  Missouri,  To  make  things  sore,  you  can  call  on  the  governora  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Indiana  for  some  militia,  cautioning  them  against  a  stampede,  no 
matter  what  occurs.  Try  and  avoid,  as  I  know  you  will,  all  false  alarms.  I 
;  my  aiTangeraents,  and  will  soon  be  off. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
HBADUUABTBltS  MILITARY  DIVISION   OF   THF.   MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  2,  1864. 
Lieut.  General  Grant,  Citij  Point,  Va. : 

Despatch  of  11.30  a.  m.  received.     I  will  go  on  and  complete  my  arrange- 
ments, and  in  a  few  days  notify  you  of  the  day  of  my  depai-ture. 

General  Thomas  reports  to-day  that  his  cavalry  reconnoitred  within  three 
(3)  miles  of  Florence  yesterday,  and  fonnd  Beauregard  inti'enohing.  I  have 
ordered  him  to  hold  Nashville,  Chattanooga,  and  Decatur,  all  well  supplied  for 
a  siege ;  all  the  rest  of  his  army  to  assemble  about  Pulaski,  and  to  fight  Beaure- 
gard cautiously  and  carefully;  at  the  same  time  for  A.  J.  Smith  and  all  re- 
enforcements  to  get  np  to  enable  him  to  assume  a  bold  offensive,  and  to  enable 
WOson  to  get  a  good  mount  of  cavaliy.  I  think  Jeff.  Davis  will  change  his 
tune  when  he  finds  me  advancing  into  the  heart  of  Georgia  instead  of  retreat- 
ing, and  I  think  it  will  have  an  immediate  effect  on  your  operations  at  Richmond. 
W.  T.  SHBIl>rAN, 

Blajof  General. 


Warrenseurg,  Mo.,  Novemh&r  2,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  am  now  under  orders  to  join  you  with  my  command,  and  will  lose  no  time 
in  reaching  St.  Louis  and  embarking  for  destination  en  route.  I  have  about 
five  hundred  (.500)  men  in  Memphis  belonging  to  the  firet  and  third  divisions, 
16th  army  corps.  They  are  in  detachments,  and  in  occupation  of  the  forts  in 
Memphis.  I  now  most  earnestly  reijuest  that  you  will  order  all  men  belonging 
to  the  first  and  third  divisions  to  be  relieved  from  duty  at  once  and  sent  to  Cairo, 
Illinois,  and  to  report  to  me  by  telegraph  at  St.  Louis. 

A.  J.  SMITH,  Major  General. 
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KoME,  Novemhcr  2,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

General  Howard  reports  Jast  niglit  at  6.30  at  Cedartown,  and  niecly  in  camp. 
Says  Hood  took  mucn,  but  left  plenty  of  com,  and  some  pigs  are  ItJi.  Some 
scouting  and  observing  parties  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  about  him.  A  captured 
letter  from  a  citizen  to  Governor  Brown  complains  bitterly  of  Hood's  army  and 
its  lawlessness,  and  begs  hira  to  get  orders  from  Jeff.  Davis  to  stop  it. 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  A.  D.  C. 


[Cipher.] 
Kashville,  November  2,  1864—11.30  p.  in. 
Wajof  General  Sherma.\  : 

Can't  learn  yet  that  Beauregard  has  started  in  any  direction.     He  is  acrosi 
lie  river  at  Florence,  but  as  yet  has  not  moved  from  his  intrencliments. 
GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


CClpher.l 

Headquartebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  3,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee; 

Tour  despatch  received.  Glad  to  learn  the  Venus  was  recaptured,  and  have 
no  doubt  gunboat  55  will  be  recaptured  or  destroyed.  Don't  fail  to  give  me  the 
earliest  notice  of  Beauregard's  starting  north,  for  he  is  watching  us  and  will  be 
influenced  by  our  movements.  Now  that  Forrest  is  scattered  is  a  good  time  for 
your  cavalry  to  pitch  into  Wheeler  if  lie  ventures  out  from  Florence. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kmgston,  Ga ,  November  3,  1864, 
M;ij.  Gen.  11.  W.  Halleck,  ficat^jMtiriwj^rmy,  Washington,  D.  C: 

The  situation  of  affairs  now  is  as  follows  :  Beauregard,  with  Hood's  array,  is 
at  Florence  with  a  pontoon  bridge,  protected  fi-om  our  gnuhoats  from  below  by 
the  Colbert  shoals,  from  above  by  the  Muscle  shoals.  He  has  with  him 
Wheeler's  and  Eoddy's  cavalry.  Forrest's  cavalry  is  down  about  Fort  Her- 
man. The  country  round  about  Florence  has  been  again  and  again  devastated 
during  the  past  three  years,  and  Beauregard  must  be  dependent  on  the  Hfobile 
and  Ohio  railroad,  which  also  has  been  broken  and  patched  up  in  its  whole  ex- 
tent. He  puiposeB  and  promises  his  men  to  invade  Middle  Tennessee  for  the 
purpose  of  making  me  let  go  Geoi^ia.  The  moment  I  detected  that  he  had 
passed  Gadsden,  I  detached  the  4th  corps,  General  Stanley,  fifteen  thousand 
(15,000)  strong,  who  is  now  at  Pnlaski ;  and  subsequently  the  33d  corps.  Gen- 
eral Schofieid,  ten  thousand,  (10,000,)  who  is  now  on  cars  moving  to  Nashville. 
This  gives  General  Thomas  two  full  corps  and  about  five  thousand  cavalry, 
besides  ten  thousand  (K»,000)  dismounted  cavalry  and  all  the  new  troops  re- 
cently sent  to  Tennessee,  wiik  the  railroad  guards,  with  which  to  encounter 
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Beauregard,  should,  lie  advance  further.  Besides  whicb,  G-eneral  Thomaa  will 
have  the  active  co-operation  of  the  gunboats,  both  above  and  below  the  shoals, 
and  the  two  divisjuns  of  Smith  and  Mowev  en  route  from  Missouri.  I  therefore 
feel  no  uneasiness  as  to  Tennessee,  and  have  ordered  General  Thomas  to  as- 
sume the  oSeasive  in  the  direction  of  Selma,  Alabama.  With  myself  I  have 
the  20th  corps  at  Atlanta,  the  15th  and  17th  near  Keneeaw,  and  the  14lh  here. 
I  am  sendiug  to  the  rear,  as  fast  as  cars  will  move,  the  vast  accumulation  of  stuff 
that  in  spite  of  my  endeavors  has  been  got  qver  the  road,  and  am  sending  for- 
ward just  enough  bread  and  meat  to  enable  me  to  load  my  wagons,  destroy 
everything  of  value  to  the  enemy,  and  start  on  my  contemplated  trip,  I  can 
be  ready  in  five  (5)  days,  but  am  waiting  to  be  more  certain  that  Thomas  will  be 
prepared  for  any  contingency  that  may  arise.  It  ia  now  i-aiiiing,  which  is  favor- 
able to  us,  and  unfavorable  to  the  enemy.  Davis  has  utterly  failed  in  hia  tjireat 
t»  force  me  toleaveinthirty(30)days,for  my  railroad  ia  in  good  order  fem  Nash- 
ville to  Atlanta,  and  hia  army  ia  further  from  my  communications  now  than  it 
was  twenty  (20)  daya  ago.  I  would  adviae  the  accumulation  of  all  troops  avail- 
able up  the  Tennessee  river  {now  in  good  boating  stage)  about  Clifton,  subject 
to  General  Thomas's  orders,  and  that  Canby  leave  the  Missisaippi  river,  to  be 
watched  by  gunboats  and  local  garrisons,  and  push,  with  about  fifteen  thousand 
(15,000)  men,  for  the  Alabama  river  and  Selma.  These  co-operating  movements 
would  completely  bewilder  Beauregard,  and  he  would  burst  with  French  despair. 
I  propose  to  adhere,  as  near  aa  poaaible,  to  my  original  plan,  and  on  reaching 
the  sea-coast  will  be  available  for  re-enforcing  the  army  in  Virginia,  leaving  be- 
hind a  track  of  deaolation  as  well  as  a  sufficient  force  to  hold  fast  all  that  is  of 
permanent  value  to  our  cause.  When  I  leave  Atlanta  it  will  contain  little  that 
will  be  of  use  or  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
Nashville,  November  3,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  message,  9.30  a.  m.  yesterday,  received.  Will  give  instructions  to 
Granger  to  continue  his  demonstrations  between  Decatur  and  Moulton.  General 
Croxton  still  holds  the  two  forda  of  Shoal  creek,  mentioned  to  you  in  a  former 
despatch,  I  heard  from  him  yesterday  at  3  p.  m.  He  reports  he  drove  in  the 
enemy's  cavalry  pickets.  A  scout  had  just  x-etunied  from  Town  river,  who  re- 
ported that  they  wei-e  waiting  for  Hardee's  corps  aad  cavalry,  Croiton  in- 
tended to  attempt  to  destroy  their  pontoon  bridge  last  night.  Have  not  yet 
heard  result.  If  I  can  get  Grierson's  cavalry  at  Memphis,  I  will  have  it  pushed 
out  toward  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  threaten  Beauregard's  communications. 
I  propose  to  place  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
gunboats,  as  near  Eastport  as  possible,  unless  Beauregard  gets  start  of  me. 
But  if  he  don't  move  before  Sunday,  I  wUl  have  Generals  Schofield  and  Stanley 
together  at  Pulaski,  and  he  can  then  move  wherever  he  pleases.  Will  fill  up 
Stanley's  and  Schofield's  corps  as  soon  as  possible,  hut  at  present  almost  entire 
transportation  of  the  road  ia  taken  up  by  conscripts  and  recruits  for  commands 
at  the  front.  Six  of  the  new  regimenta  are  atill  due,  and  not  heard  from  since 
starting.  If  it  is  not  necessary  for  Generals  Schofield  and  Stanley  to  move  from 
Pulaski  before  I  can  get  General  A.  ,T.  Smith  well  up  the  Tennessee  river, 
Beauregai-d  will  have  to  leave  his  present  position,  or  be  cut  off  from  hia  raili-oad 
communications.  I  have  six  gunboats  on  Tennessee  river  now  coming  up. 
Lieutenant  Shirk  has  no  doaht  but  he  can  open  river  a^d  raise  blockade.  Am 
afraid  it  will  take  longer  for  Wilaon  to  reoi^ajjize  and  mount  his  cavalry  than 
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lie  thinks.  When  he  does  complete  it,  we  will  be  strong  enough  to  restore  quiet 
all  along  borders  and  uadertako  the  expedition  into  Alabama.  Haye  made 
great  exertions  to  prevent  stampeding,  and  ao  far  have  succeeded  measurably 
well,  but  I  find  it  flard  work.  Have  just  heard  from  Greneral  Schofield  at  Chat- 
tanooga. A  portion  of  his  troops  have  started  on  cars,  and  he  has  strong  hopes 
of  getting  them  all  off  by  rail  to-morrow  evening. 

GEOEGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  ihejie/,d,  Kingston,  Ga,  November  4,  1864. 
Major  General  Steedman,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee: 

Your  despatch  of  to-day  is  received,  indicating  that  Beauregard  has  moved 
toward  Corinth.  I  do  not  wish  him  in  a  better  place.  The  trains  on  our  rail- 
road are  not  working  to  my  satisfaction.  Tell  the  superintendent  I  want  him 
to  stop  running  cars  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers,  but  to  make  up  a 
gang  of  three  or  four  hundred  cars  to  carry  to  Atlanta  in  one  trip  all  we  need, 
and  take  back  all  that  ia  neeeaaary.  I  want  this  done  at  once,  as  I  propose  to 
start  as  soon  as  the  present  storm  clears  away.  The  whole  army  is  now  dia- 
tribated  along  the  road  ao  aa  to  cover  it  perfectly.  I  wonld  like  to  have  you 
meet  me  here  to  confer  and  superintend  the  removal  back  to  Chattanooga  of  all 
railroad  stock  and  garrisons  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  road.  Answer. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Smyrna  Camp-u round,  Nuvemher  5,  1864. 
Major  Genera!  Sherman  : 


My  command  ia  at  this  place. 


0.  0.  HOWAKb,  Major  General. 


Atlanta,  November  4,  1864, 


Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  am  much  disappointed  ia  the  working  of  the  road.  I  have  urged  every- 
body and  everything,  but  have  been  able  to  get  in  here  only  seventy-seven  (77  ) 
cars  in  the  last  twenty-four  (24)  hours,  all  of  which  have  been  properly  un- 
loaded, reloaded,  and  started  back.  I  am  sorry  to  disappoint  you,  but  am  doing 
ray  very  best.  They  have  accumulated  more  plunder  in  the  last  two  months 
than  I  supposed  could  have  been  got  here  in  six.  We  have  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  gKun,  which  I  wish  you  would  send  animals  here  to  eat  up. 

L.  0.  EASTON,  C.  Q.  M.. 


[Cipher.] 

Chattanooua,  November  4,  1864. 
Major  General  ShERMAN  ; 

By  12  noon  to-morrow  there  will  be  on  the  route  to  Atlanta  and  ia  that  plac 
three  hundred  and  seventy  (370)  freight  cars,  two  hospital  t    ' 
wrecking  tiwus,  loaded  with  ail  freight  that  has  been  c 
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ono  hundred  (100)  ears  in  to-night,  which  can  be  returned  to-mon'ow  if  wanted. 
The  storms  have  interfered  very  materially  with  the  running  of  trains.  I  will 
come  down  to-mon'ow. 

JAMES  B.  STEEDMAK, 

Major  General. 


Atlanta,  November  5,  1864. 
Major  General  SHEitMAD : 

I  believe  that  I  have  now  in  the  commissary  depots  at  Atlanta  i 


e  will  require  for  the  tiip. 


r  General  Shbri 


A.  BECKWITH, 

CAief  Commissar;/  of  Subsistence. 


LCiplier.] 
Atlanta,  November  S,  1864 — 10  a.  n 


The  superintendent,  Mr.  Taylor,  reports  this  morning  two  hundred  and  fifty 
(250)  ears  between  Chattanooga  and  Kingston,  bound  south,  detained  by  small 
accidents.  These  cars  should  he  detained  in  Atlanta  till  a  sufBeient  number  arrive, 
say  five  hundred  in  round  numbers,  to  make  everything  perfectly  safe  and 
sure  to  clean  up  the  entire  road  to  Chattanooga.  General  8t«edman  should 
he  directed  to  come  with  his  ti'oops  and  the  balance  of  the  stores  immediately, 
bringing  two  hundred  and  fifty  (250)  care.  We  propose  that  the  whole  five 
hundred  (500)  cars  reach  Atlanta  before  any  trains  be  started  back  to  Chat- 
tanooga. Our  superintendent,  Mr.  Taylor,  thinks  ho  can  work  out  your 
idea.  Answer,  if  this  meets  your  views,  in  order  that  there  may  be  concert  of 
actiou 

L.  C.  EASTON,   B.  (7.,  !fc. 

A.  BECKWITH,  Colonel  and  C.  S. 


Headquarters  Militahy  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jffi  tke field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  6,  1864. 
OoMMAnDiNG  OFFICERS  of  all  the  posts  and  stations  ; 

Beauregard  with  Hood's  army  is  at  Florence  and  Tuscumbia,  a  coimtiy  al- 
ready devasted  and  stripped  of  provisions.  Forrest  is  opposite  Johnsonville, 
on  the  Tennessee  river,  and  has  done  considerable  damage  to  gunboats  and 
transports,  but  has  captured  no  provisions,  and,  as  that  is  but  one  of  three  of 
our  lines  of  supply,  the  temporary  interruption  will  not  be  felt,  I  want  the 
preparations  heretofore  ordered  for  this  army  to  go  on  with  as  much  speed  as 
possible,  but  the  possibilities  are,  time  will  be  allowed  in  our  present  camp  for 
the  complete  payment  of  all  our  troops,  the  sending  back  the  soldiers'  money, 
and  the  presidential  election  of  Tuesday  next.  Also  attention  must  be  paid  to 
getting  the  conscripts  to  their  proper  companies  and  have  them  properly  armed 
and  clothed. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  General. 
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[Cipliei.] 
Nashville,  November  6,  18Q4 — 12.30  p.  in. 
Major  General  Shekman  : 

I  received  from  General  Oroston  thia  a.  m.,  at  10  o'clock,  despatches  to  effect 
that  enemy  had  attacked  him  in  strong  force,  and  had  driven  him  across  Shoal 
creek,  on  p.  m.  4th  instant,  compelling  him  to  fait  back  to  Four-Mile  creek. 
The  following  telegram,  just  received  from  him,  I  forward  for  your  information : 

F         Mil  N       lb  8S4  ,  m. 

"Major  General  Sherma 

"Enemr  reerossed  Shi  g  m       above 

Florenea  at  8  p.   m„   an  lia  be  esuept 

two,    who   returned    to   B  m  g    ca  ce    there. 

General  Hatch  was  at  S  m  to  Lesing- 

tou,  to  which  point  I  se  H  ea  i  him, 

bill  as  soon  as  do,  will  ad  oee  d  ee  doubt 

if  enemy  meditates  imoiediate  advance.  TLink  their  oavalry  are  operating  elsewhere,  and 
they  are  waidng  for  it.  Prisoner  who  belongs  to  M  Virginia  regiment,  who  helped  to  build 
their  bridge,  reports  that  Hardee's  corps  crossed  Taesday,  and  ttat  they  have  no  other  fores 
tliis  side.    They  had  about  a  division  at  the  fig-ht  yeslerday. 

"JNO.  M.  CEOXTON, 

"Brigadier  Ganeral." 

I  forward  also  following,  just  received  from  Gfeneral  Sehofield : 

"  John  SOB  viLLB,  November  B,  1864—7  p.  m. 
' '  Major  General  Thomas  : 

"Have  just  anived  here.  Co'.onel  Gallop'a  scouts  have  returned.  Report  only  small 
cavalry  forceenemy  this  sideriver.  There  appears  also  only  to  be  small  force  and  no  artil- 
lery opposite  here.  Think  Colonel  Gallop's  brigade  will  be  sufficient  for  this  place,  bat  will 
examine  ground  in  morning  and  report  drfnitely.  Thinkit  wouldbe  well  tfldetwn  all  troops 
at  Nashville  escept  those  which  belong  to  Colonel  Gallop's  briga'- 


I  shall  concentrate  all  General  Sehofield'a  troops  at  Pulaski,  with  exception 
.  of  Colonel  Gallop's  hrigade,  which,  for  present,  will  leave  at  Johnsonville. 
General  Wilson  has  just  arrived  here  and  arranged  with  me  this  evening  fur  a 
complete  remount  and  thorough  organizing  of  the  cavalry.  Think  we  shall 
have  no  further  trouble  with  the  cavalry  excepting  that  attending  getting  horses 
to  the  front.  Have  just  heard  from  General  Granger  at  Decatur,  who  reports 
a  leconnoissance  from  his  post  had  just  returned.from  within  eight  (8)  miles  of 
Oonrtland.  Met  eight  huadi-ed  (800)  enemy's  cavalry,  all  Texas  troops,  at 
Fox's  creek,  drove  them  a  mile  beyond,  but  could  obtain  no  information  in  ad- 
dition to  that  heretofore  i-eported.  The  outpost  at  Brown's  ferry  reports  only 
few  rebel  cavalry  on  opposite  shore,  who  made  no  attempt  to  cross.  All  of 
General  Stanley's  troops  arenow  at  Palaski  in  position  for  enemy  should  heat- 
tempt  to  advance.  The  cavalry  is  well  up  to  enemy's  position,  and  will  be 
able  to  give  the  earliest  information  of  his  movements  north. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General, 


HRAOQrAETEns  Military  DlVlsIO^  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the.  field,  Kingitim,  Ga.,  Nocetnber  6,  1864. 
Dear    6r\eral:   I  have  heretofore  telegraphed  and  written   you  pretty 
fully,  but  I  still  have  some  thoughts  in  my  basy  brain  that  should  be  confided 
to  you  tis  a  key  to  future  developments. 

The  taking  of  Atlanta  broke  upon  Jeff.  Davis  so  suddenly  as  to  disturb  the 
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equilibrium  of  his  usually  well-balanced  temper,  ao  that  at  Aujjusta,  Macon, 
Montgomery,  and  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  ho  let  out  some  of  his  thoughts 
■which  otherwise  he  wouH  have  kept  to  himself.  As  he  is  not  only  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  southern  confederaoy,  but  also  its  commander-in-chief,  we  are 
bound  to  attach  more  importauce  to  his  words  than  wo  would  to  those  of  a 
mere  civil  chief  magistrate. 

The  whole  burden  of  his  soog  consists  in  the  statement  that  Sherman's  com- 
munications mus(  be  broken  and  hie  army  destroyed.  Now,  it  is  a  well  settled 
principle  that  if  we  can  prevent  his  succeeding  iu  his  threat  we  defeat  him,  and 
derive  all  the  mora!  advantages  of  a  victory.  Thus  far  Hood  and  Beanregard 
conjointly  have  utterly  ffuled  to  iaterrapt  my  supplies  or  communications.  My 
railroad  and  telegraph  are  now  in  good  order  from  Atlanta  back  to  the  Ohio 
river.  His  losses  in  men  at  Allatooua,Resaca,  Ship's  Gap,  and  Decatur,  exceed 
in  number  ours  at  the  block-houses  at  Big  Shanty,  Allatoona  creek,  and  Dal- 
tou;  and  the  rapidity  of  his  flight  from  Dalton  to  Gladsden  takes  from  him  all 
the  merit  or  advantage  claimed  for  bis  skilful  and  rapid  lodgement  on  my  rail- 
road. The  only  question  in  my  mind  is,  whether  I  ought  not  to  have  dogged 
him  far  over  into  Mississippi,  trusting  to  some  happy  accident  to  bring  him  to 
bay  and  to  battle;  but  I  then  thought  that  by  so  doing  I  would  play  into  his 
hands,  by  being  drawn  or  decoyed  too  far  away  from  our  original  line  of  ad- 
vance. Besides,  I  bad  left  at  Atlanta  a  corps  and  guards  along  the  railroad 
back  to  Chattanooga,  which  might  have  fallen  an  easy  prey  to  his  superior  cav 
airy.  I  felt  compelled,  therefore,  to  do  what  is  usually  a  mistake  in  war — di- 
vide my  Jorces — send  a  part  back  into  Tennessee,  retaining  the  balance  here. 

As  1  have  before  informed  you,  I  sent  Stanley  hack  directly  from  Gayl^- 
vjlie  and  Schofield  from  Rome,  both  of  whom  have  reached  their  destination ; 
and  thus  I'ai-  Hood,  who  has  brought  up  at  Florence,  is  further  fi-om  my  com- 
munications than  when  he  started ;  and  I  have  in  Tennessee  a  force  numerically 
greater  than  his,  welt  commanded  aud  well  organized  ;  so  that  I  feel  no  uneasi- 
ness on  the  score  of  Hood  reaching  my  main  communications. 

My  last  accounts  from  General  Thomas  are  to  9.30  last  night,  when  Hood's 
army  was  about  Florence  in  great  distress  about  provisions,  as  it  weU  must  be, 
and  that  Devil  Forrest  was  down  about  Johnsonville,  making  havoc  among  the 
gunboats  and  transports.  But  Schofield's  troops  were  arriving  at  Johnsonville 
and  a  fleet  of  gunboats  was'  reported  coming  op  frjm  below,  able  to  repair  that 
trouble.  You  know  that  that  line  of  supplies  was  only  opened  for  summer's 
use,  when  the  Cumberland  is  not  to  be  depended  upon.  We  now  have  abund- 
ant supplies  at  Atlantft,  Chattanooga,  and  Nashville,  with  the  Louisville  and 
Nashville  railroad  and  the  Cumberland  river  unmolested;  so  that  I  regard 
Davis's  threat  to  get  his  army  on  my  rear,  or  on  my  communicatious,  as  a 
miserable  failure. 

Now,  as  to  the  second  branch  of  my  proposition  ;  I  admit  that  the  fii-st  ob- 
ject should  be  the  destruction  of  that  army ;  and  if  Beauregard  moves  his  in- 
fantry and  artillery  up  into  the  pocket  about  Jackson  and  Paris,  I  will  feel 
strongly  tempted  to  move  Thomas  directly  against  him,  and  myself  move  rap- 
idly by  Decatur  and  Purdy,  to  cut  off  his  retreat.  But  this  would  involve  tlje 
abandonment  of  Atlanta,  and  a  retrograde  movement  which  would  be  very 
doubtful  of  expediency  or  success ;  for,  as  a  matter  of  course,  Beauregard,  who 
watched  me  with  his  cavalry  and  his  friendly  citizens,  would  have  timely  no- 
tice, and  would  slip  out  and  escape,  to  regain  what  we  have  earned  at  so  much 
cost.  I  am  more  than  satisfied  that  Beauregard  has  not  the  nerve  to  attack  for- 
tifications, or  to  meet  me  in  open  battle  ;  and  it  would  be  a  great  achievement 
for  him  to  make  me  abandoned  Atlanta  by  mere  threats  and  manosuvres. 

These  are  the  reasons  which  have  determined  my  former  movements. 

I  have  employed  the  last  ten  (10)  days  in  running  to  the  rear  the  sick 
and  wonuded  and  worthless,  and  all  the  vast  amount  of  stores  accumulated  by 
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our  army  in  the  advance — aiming  to  organize  this  branch  of  my  army  into  four 
■well-commanded  corps,  encumbered  by  only  one  (1)  gun  ti  a  thousand  men, 
and  proviaiona  and  ammunition  which  can  bo  loaded  up  m  oui  mule  wagons, 
so  that  we  can  pick  up  and  staxt  on  the  shortest  notice  I  reckon  that  by  the 
10th  instant  this  end  will  he  reached,  and  by  thit  date  I  ^lso  will  have  the 
troops  all  paid ;  the  presidential  election  over  and  out  of  our  way ;  and  I  hope 
the  early  storms  of  November,  now  prevailing,  will  also  give  u?  the  chance  of  a 
long  period  of  fine  healthy  weather  for  campaignmg  Then  the  question  pre- 
sents itself:  ''What  shall  he  done  J"  On  the  supposition,  always,  that  Thomas 
can  hold  the  line  of  the  Tennessee,  and  very  shortly  be  able  to  assume  the  of- 
fensive, as  against  Beauregard,  I  propose  to  act  in  such  manner  against  the 
material  resources  of  the  south  as  utterly  to  negative  Davis's  boasted  threat  and 
promises  of  protection.  If  we  can  march  a  well-appointed  army  right  through 
Lis  territory,  it  is  a  demonstration  to  the  world — foi-eign  and  domestic — that  we 
have  a  power  which  Davis  cannot  resist.  This  may  not  be  war,  hut  rather 
statesmanship;  nevertheless,  it  is  overwhelming  to  my  mind  that  there  are 
thousands  of  people  abroad  and  in  the  south  who  will  reason  thns  :  If  the  north 
can  march  an  army  right  through  the  south,  it  is  proof  positive  that  the  north 
can  prevail  in  this  contest,  leaving  only  open  the  queation  of  its  willingness  to 
use  that  power.  Now,  Mr.  Lincoln's  election,  (which  is  assured,)  coupled  with 
the  conclusion  thus  reached,  makes  a  complete  logical  whole.  Even  without  a 
battle,  the  results,  operating  upon  the  minds  of  sensible  men,  would  produce 
fiTiits  more  than  compensating  for  the  expense,  ti-ouble,  and  risk. 

Admitting  this  reasoning  to  be  good,  that  such  a  movement  per  se  bo  right, 
still  there  may  be  reasons  why  one  route  would  be  better  than  another.  There 
are  three  from  Atlanta — southeast,  south,  and  southwest — all  open,  with  no  se- 
rious enemy  to  oppose  at  present. 

The  first  would  carry  me  across  the  only  oast  and  west  railroad  remaining 
to  the  confederacy,  which  would  be  destroyed,  and  thereby  the  communications 
between  the  armies  of  Lee  and  Beauregard  severed.  Incidentally,  I  might  de- 
stroy the  enemy's  depots  at  Macon  and  Augusta,  and  reach  the  sea-shore  at 
Charleston,  or  Savannah ;  from  either  of  which  points  I  couhl  re-enforce  our  ar- 
mies in  Virginia. 

The  second,  and  easiest  route  would  be  due  south,  following,  substantially, 
the  valiey  of  Flint  river,  which  is  very  fertile  and  well  supplied,  and  fetching 
up  on  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Appalaehicola,  destroying  e«  route  the  same 
railroad,  taking  up  the  prisoners  of  war  still  at  Aadersonville,  and  destroying 
about  four  hundred  thousand  (400,000)  bales  of  cotton  near  Albany  and  Fort 
Gaines.  This,  however,  would  leave  the  ai-my  in  a  bad  position  for  future 
movements. 

The  third,  down  the  Chattahoochee  to  Opelika  and  Montgomery,  thence  to 
Pcnsacola  or  Tensas  bayou,  in  communication  with  Fort  Morgan.  This  latter 
route  would  enable  me  at  once  to  co-operate  with  Geaei-al  Cauby  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  Mobile,  and  occupation  of  the  line  of  the  Alabama, 

In  my  judgment,  the  first  would  have  a  material  effect  upon  yflur  campaign 
in  Virginia ;  the  second  would  be  the  safest  of  execution ;  but  the  third  would 
more  properly  fall  within  the  sphere  of  my  own  command,  and  have  a  direct 
bearing  upon  my  own  enemy,  "  Beauregai-d."  If,  therefore,  I  should  stai-t  be- 
fore I  hear  further  from  you,  or  before  further  developments  turn  my  course,  you 
may  take  it  for  granted  that  I  have  moved  via  Griffin  to  Bamsviile ;  that  I  break 
up  the  road  between  Columbus  and  Macon  good,  and  then,  if  I  feign  on  Colum- 
bus, will  move  via  Macon  and  Milieu  to  Savannah,  or  if  I  feign  on  Macon  you 
may  take  it  for  granted  I  have  shot  off  towards  Opelika,  Montgomery,  and  Mo- 
bile bay  or  Pcnsacola, 

I  will  not  attempt  to  send  couriers  back,  but  trust  to  the  Eichmohd  fapers  to 
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keep  you  well  advised.    I  will  give  you  notice  by  telegraph  of  the  exact  time 
of  my  depaiture. 

General  Steedman  is  here  to  clear  the  railroad  back  to  Chattanooga,  and  I 
■will  see  that  the  road  is  broken  completely  between  the  Etowah  and  the  Chat- 
tahoochee, inclnding  their  bridges,  and  that  Atlanta  itself  is  utterly  destroyed. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN.  Major  General 
Lieut.  Genei-al  U.  8.  Gra?jt, 

Commander-in-Chief,  City  Point,  Virginia. 


[Cipher.] 
Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejteld,  Kingston,-  Ga.,  Nove?nher  7,  1B64. 
Major  General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

By  the  10th  the  election  will  be  over,  the  troops  all  paid,  aud  all  our  surplwa 
property  will  be  back  to  Chattanooga.  On  that  day  or  the  following,  if  affairs 
should  remaia  as  now  in  Tenuessee,  I  propose  to  bfgin  the  movement  which  I 
have  hitherto  fully  described. 

I  can  hear  of  no  lai'ge  force  to  our  front,  and,  according  to  Geceral  Thomas, 
Hood  remains  about  Tuscumbia,  and  he  feels  perfectly  confident  of  his  ability 
to  take  care  of  him. 
You  can  safely  communicate  with  n 

W  .  X.  c 

Major  General. 


HEADtlUAUTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MfSSISSIFPI, 

In  theJif-lA,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  7, 1864. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee  : 

Your  despatch  of  to-day  just  received.  I  think  Beauregard  is  checkmated. 
I  will  be  all  ready  by  the  10th,  but  will  give  you  more  positive  notice  in  a  day 
or  two.  Glad  that  A,  J.  Smith  is  heard  from.  All  men  belonging  to  his  two  divi- 
sions that  are  not  in  hospital  you  will  order  in  my  name  from  Memphis.  I 
wonld  like  to  know,  if  possible,  if  Hood's  whole  army  is  at  Tuscumbia,  or  has 
gone  towards  Corinth. 

W,  T.  SIIEEMAN,  Major  General. 


IlEADtlUARTERS  MILITARY  DlVISIO.X  OF  THE  MiSSISSiPPr, 

hi  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  S,  1864. 

COMMANDIKQ  OfFJCBRS  of  all  posts  : 

This  is  the  rain  I  have  been  waiting  for,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  over  wo  will  be 
ofl. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Mojm-  Gmeral. 


Headquarteks  Military-  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  8,  1864. 
Major  Gentral  H.  W.  HallECK,  Washington, D.  C: 

Despatch  of  to-day  received.  AH  my  preparations  will  be  completed  by  the 
10th.  Jt  is  now  raining,  which  is  favorable,  as  the  chances  are,  after  it  clears 
away,  we  will  have  a  long  spell  of  fine  weatherfor  marching.     General  Thomas 
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has  been  instructed  to  assume  the  offensive  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  will  send 
him  a  copy  of  your  despatch,  that  he  may  know  of  the  contemplated  movement 
on  the  river  by  Hurlbut. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Genera!. 


City  Point,  Virginia,  lOJ  p.  m.,  7th. 
Major  Gfeneral  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  of  this  evening  recoived.  I  see  no  present  reason  for  chang- 
ing your  plan ;  should  any  arise  you  will  see  it ;  or  if  I  do,  I  will  inform  you. 
I  think  everything  here  favorable  now. 

Great  good  fortune  attend  you.     I  believe  yoa  will  be  eminently  successful, 
and  at  worst  can  only  make  a  march  less  fruitful  of  results  than  hoped  for, 
V.  8.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 


HBADttUARTEBS    MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THB  MISSISSIPPI. 

hi  tJieJield,  Kingston,  Qa.,  November  8, 1864. 
Tyler,  Louisville,  Kentucky  : 

Despatch  me  to-morrow -night  and  the  next  night  a  summary  of  all  news, 
especially  of  elections,  that  I  may  report  them  to  Governor  Brown,  at  Milledge- 
ville,  where  I  expect  a  friendly  interview  in  a  few  days. 

Keep  this  very  secret,  for  the  world  will  lose  sight  of  me  shortly,  and  yoii 
will  hear  worse  stories  than  when  I  went  to  Meridian.  Jeff.  Davis's  thirty  (30) 
days  are  up  for  wiping  us  out,  and  we  are  not  wiped  out  yet  by  a  good  deal. 
Ewing  readied  here  to-day.     All  well. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  November  9, 1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  two  despatches  of  6  p.  m.,  8  and  0  a,  m.,  to-day,  are  received.  General 
Croston,  from  Four- Mile  creek,  reports  yesterday,  8  p.  m.,  that  river  has  risen 
more  than  two  feet  on  shoals,  enough  to  make  sis  (6)  feet  below  them.  A  scout 
from  over  the  river  reports  the  bulk  of  Hood's  army  still  on  that  side ;  and  have 
also  a  report  from  General  Granger,  who  says  Elk  river  is  still  np,  and  that  two 
couriers  crossed  in  skiff  last  evening,  who  communicated  with  fiogersville. 
General  Croston  still  holds  east  bank  of  Shoal  creek,  but  enemy  have  a  heavy 
force  on  west  bank,  supposed  to  be  one  corps.  The  enemy  is  reported  to  have 
one  at  Florence,  and  one  corps  on  south  side  of  the  river  opposite  Florence. 
It  is  also  reported  that  Roddy  has  gone  to  Corinth.  The  contradictory  nature 
of  these  i-eports  indicate,  plainly,  however,  that  the  entire  infantry  force  of  the 
enemy  is  in  and  about  Florence  and  Tuscurabia.  General  Hatch  reports  yes- 
terday from  Taylor's  Spring,  Alabama,  that  he  intended  attacking  enemy  this 
morning  along  the  entire  line,  to  ascertain  where  the  enemy  is  and  the  position 
he  holds.  Your  despatch  for  Lientenant  General  Grant,  City  Point,  marked 
immediately  and  important,  will  go  forward  hy  special  messenger  by  first  train 
in  the  morning. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 

Major  General. 
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Military  Division  of  the  Mississ  ppi. 
In  thejield,  KingHon,  Ga.,  November  10,  1864. 
Brigadier  General  John  M.  Corse,  Rome,  Georgia  : 

In  the  execution  of  seaJod  orders  No.  115,  you  will  destroy  to-night  all  public 
property  not  needed  by  your  command,  all  foundries,  mills,  work-shopa,  ware- 
liouees,  railroad  depots,  and  other  storehowses  convenient  to  the  railroad,  toge- 
ther with  all  wagon  shops,  tanneries  or  other  factories  useful  to  our  enemy. 
Destroy  the  bridges  completely,  and  then  move  your  command  to-morrow  to 
Kingston  and  beyond,  passing  General  Davis's  command,  after  which  proceed  by 
easy  marches  till  you  overtake  your  corps  and  report  to  its  commander. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Military  Division  of  the  Mississppi, 
In  thejield,  Kingaton,  Ga.,  November  10,  1S64. 
C  A.  Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 

If  iaiiscreet  newspaper  men  publish  information  too  near  the  truth,  counter" 
act  its  effect  by  publishing  other  paragraphs  calculated  to  mislead  the  enemy — 
such  as  Sherman's  army  has  been  much  re-enforced,  especially  in  the  cavaJiy, 
and  he  will  soon  move  in  several  columns  in  a  circuit  so  as  to  catch  Hood's 
army.  Sherman's  destination  is  not  Charlestoa,  but  Selma,  where  he  will  meet 
an  army  from  the  Gulf,  &c.,  &c. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


Head(1¥aktehs  Military  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 
In  thejield,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  10, 1864. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville : 

Tour  despatch  of  5  p.  m.  is  received.  AU  will  be  ready  to  start  from  here  the 
day  after  to-morrow.  Keep  me  well  advised.  I  thins  you  will  find  Hood 
marching  off,  and  yon  should  be  ready  to  follow  him.  Decatur,  Tuscaloosa, 
Columbus  and  Selma  are  all  good  points  to  forage  and  feed  an  army.  Let  me 
keep  Beauregard  busy,  and  lie  people  of  the  south  will  realize  his  inability  to 
protect  them. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

7«  thejield,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  11,  1864. 
Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Headquarters  United  States  Army,  Waghington,  D.  C: 
My  arrangements  are  now  all  complete,  and  the  raOroad  cars  are  being  sent 
to  the  rear.  Last  night  we  burned  all  foundries,  mills,  and  shops  of  every  kind 
in  Rome,  and  to-morrow  I  leave  Kingston,  with  the  rear  guard,  for  Atlanta, 
which  I  propose  to  dispose  of  in  a  sinular  manner,  and  to  start  on  the  16th  on 
the  projected  grand  raid.  All  appearances  still  indicate  that  Beauregard  has 
got  Dack  to  his  old  hole  at  Corinth,  and  I  hope  he  will  enjoy  it.  Sly  army 
prefers  to  enjoy  the  fresh  sweet  potato  fields  of  the  Ocmulgee.  I  have  balanced 
all  the  figures  well,  and  am  satisfied  that  General  Thomas  has  in  Tennessee  a 
force  sufficient  for  all  probabilities,  and  I  have  urged  him,  the  moment  Beaure- 
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gard  ttirns  south,  to  croaa  tlie  Teuneaeee  at  Decatur  and  push  straight  for  Selma. 
To-morrow  onv  wh'es  will  be  broken,  and  this  ia  probably  my  last  despatch.  I 
would  like  to  have  Foster  to  break  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  road  about 
Pocotaligo  about  the  1st  of  December.  All  other  pi-eparationa  are  to  my  entire 
satisfaction. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Gneeral. 


Marietta,  November  11,  1864. 
Captain  L.  M.  Dayton,  Aide-de-Camp: 

Four  deserters  came  in  thia  moiiiiag ;  left  Montgomery  on  Sd ;  eame  to  Ope- 
lika  on  cars;  left  that  place  on  4th;  passed  CarroUton  on  9th.  Hood  w^  at 
Corinth.  All  convalescent  soldiers  now  being  sent  to  that  point.  Some  infantry 
and  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  cavalry  at  Opelika.  Three  brigades  of  cavalry  at 
CarroUton,  and  five  regiments  at  Villa  Eica.  Small  force  at  West  Point  and 
Newnan.  Gars  run  to  Newnan.  No  information  regarding  Atlanta  and  Ma- 
con railroad.  Citizens  from  CarroUton,  and  other  points  in  that  direction,  think 
we  are  retreating  from  Atlanta. 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

r  General. 


Atlanta,  Noveinber  11,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  army  of  Tennessee  have  obtained  and  have  got  in  their  wagons  all  they 
can  haul  and  all  they  want.  Same  of  30th  army  corps.  There  is  great  plenty 
of  aalt,  coffee,  salt  meat,  pepper  and  soap  here.  The  14th  army  corps  may 
want  a  little  more  bread,  and,  perhaps,  a  little  more  sugar.  I  have  about  one 
hundred  thousand  (100,000)  rations  bread  for  14th  army  corps;  twenty-two 
thousand{8g,000)  rations  sugar.  I  do  not  know  how  much  General  Davis  may 
have  on  hand,  but  presume  he  haa  two  hundred  thousand  (200,000)  rationa  of 
bread.  Everything  ia  loaded  ia  Atlanta  save  what  is  held  for  the  14th  army 
corps.  There  are  at  least  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  (1,200,000)  ra- 
tioha  of  the  principal  rations  in  hands  of  troops  and  available. 

A.  BECKWITH,  Colonel,  S(c. 


Atlanta,  Ga.,  Novemher  11,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

"With  what  the  army  now  has  in  its  (provision)  wagons,  what  is  between  here 
and  Kingston,  and  what  I  have  here  in  store,  I  think  I  can  make  out  five  (.5) 
days'  grain,  commencing  with  to-morrow. 

L.  C.  EA8T0N,  Chief  Quartermaiter. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  Novemher  11,  1864 — 9  p.  n: 
Major  Genera!  Sherman  : 

Following  from  Granger  received  to-day.     It  confirms  previously  n 
position  of  the  enemy : 

Decatck,  11(S— jo  a.  m. 
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Thej-  assert  tliat  enemy  are  still  very  baillj  off  for  clothing',  many  IieinR  barefoot,  but  they 
are  expecting  clothing  by  train.  Thev  suy  railroad  is  not  coniplel«d  to  Tuscambia,  but  only 
to  Cherokee,  fifteen  (!5)  niilBiS  from  there.  They  have  train  of  wagons  from  Cherokee,  and 
one  pontoon  bridge  at  the  foot  of  the  ialand  above  old  raili'oad  bridge.  They  say  enemy  ara 
forlifying.    Talk  in  their  eanips  is,  they  are  going  to  advance  on  Nashville. 

E.  S.  GRANGER,  BHgadkr  General. 

Stanley  from  Pulaski  reportB  nothing  new.  Water  etill  very  high.  It  is 
Loped  the  rise  would  carry  off  the  etieray's  briclge.  They  say  it  is  trestled  at 
both  ends,  with  pontoons  in  the  middle.  Deserters  say  Georgia  troops  are  dis- 
gusted and  are  deserting.  Received  despatch  from  General  Waahburne  to-day, 
dated  Memphis,  8th.  He  says  advices  from  Corinth  that  but  few  troops  there 
then;  that  cavalry  had  bronght  up  a  lot  of  conscripts,  absentees  from  Hood's 
aimy,  who  went  towards  Tuscumbia.  Also  reports  enemy  repairing  road  from 
Cherokee  to  Tuscnmbia.  About  H9th  ultimo  four  thousand  (4,000)  rebel 
soldiers  came  down  Blue  Mountain  railroad  to  Selma,  and  were  sent  to  Hood 
by  the  way  of  Meridian  and  Corinth;  also,  ten  (10)  car-loads  ammunition 
from  Selma.  The  impression  is  that  Beauregai-d  intettds  to  make  Corinth  his 
base,  supplies  being  sent  up  constantly  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad.  He 
was  to  send  out  cavalry  reconnoissance  9th,  but  says  bis  force  not  strong  enough 
to  threaten  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad  much.  Have  not  beard  from  General  A. 
J,  Smith's  troops  since  last  report,  but  daily  expecting  him  here.  No  reports 
from  Hatch  or  Croxton  to-day.  Rear-Admiral  Lee  informs  me  be  is  pushing 
to  put  one  iron-clad  on  Tennessee  river,  one  on  Cumberland,  with  a  third  con- 
venient to  bo  placed  on  either,  according  to  necessity  of  the  case. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


HEAUttUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THB  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  Jield,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  11,  1864 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee: 

Despatch  of  to-night  received.  All  right.  I  can  hardly  believe  Beauregard 
would  attempt  to  work  against  Nashville  from  Corinth  as  a  base  at  this  stage 
of  thewar,  but  all  information  seems  to  point  that  way.  If  he  does,  yon  will 
whip  bim  out  of  his  boots.  But  I  rather  think  you  will  find  commotion  in  his 
camp  in  a  day  or  two.  Last  night  we  burned  Home,  and  in  two  more  days  will 
burn  Atlanta,  and  he  must  discover  that  I  am  not  retreating,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, fighting  for  the  very  heart  of  Georgia.  About  a  division  of  rebel  cavalry 
made  its  appearance  this  morning  south  of  the  Coosa  river,  opposite  Eome,  and 
fired  on  the  rear  guard  as  it  withdrew.  Also,  two  days  ago  some  of  Iverson'a 
cavalry,  about  eight  hundred,  (800,)  approached  Atlanta  from  the  durection  of 
Decatur  with  a  section  of  guns  and  swept  round  towards  Whitehall,  and  disap- 
peared in  the  direction  of  Hough  and  Ready.  These  also  seem  to  indicate  that 
Beauregarcl  expected  us  to  retreat.  I  hear  of  about  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  in- 
fantry down  at  Carrollton,  and  also  some  infantry  at  Jonesboro,'  but  what  num- 
bers I  cannot  estimate.  These  are  all  the  enemy  I  know  to  be  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, though  a  rumor  is  that  Breckinridge  has  arrived  with  some  from  West 
Virginia.  To-morrow  I  begin  the  movement  laid  down  in  my  Special  Field 
Order  115,  and  shall  keep  things  moving  thereafter.  By  to-morrow  morning 
all  trains  will  be  at  or  north  of  Kingston,  and  you  can  have  the  exclusive  use 
of  all  the  rolling  stock.  By  using  detachments  of  recruits  and  dismounted  cav- 
alry in  your  fortifications,  you  will  have  Schofield,  and  Stanley,  and  A.  J. 
Smith,  strengthened  by  eight  or  ten  new  regiments,  and  all  of  Wilson's  cavalry, 
you  could  safely  invite  Beauregard  across  the  Tennessee,  and  prevent  his  ever 
returning.     I  still  believe,  however,  that  the  public  clamor  will  force  him  to 
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turn  and  follow  me,  in  whicli  event  you  should  cross  at  Decatur  and  move 
directly  towards  Selma  as  far  as  you  can  transport  supplies.  The  probabilities 
aie,  the  wires  will  be  broken  to-mon-ow,  and  that  all  eoramunication  will  cease 
between  us ;  but  I  have  directed  the  main  wire  to  be  left,  and  will  use  it  if  pos- 
sible, and  wish  you  to  do  the  same.  You  may  act,  however,  on  the  certainty 
that  I' sally  from  Atlanta  on  the  16th  with  about  sixty  thousand  (60,000)  men, 
well  provisioned,  but  expecting  to  live  liberally  on  the  country. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


HGADafARTERe  MILITARY  DiVI'SION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  November  12,  1S64. 
General  Howaud,  Smyrna: 

I  start  this  morning,     Aa  soon  as  all  the  trains  have  passed  north  you  may 
begin  the  work  on  the  railroad.     I  want  your  army  across  the  Chattahoochee 
on  the  third  day.     J.  E.  Smith  and  Uorse  are  marching  to-day.     Davis  will  " 
leave  here  in  a  few  houi-s, 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  November  12,  1864. 
General  Steedman,  Chattanooga: 

I  start  this  morning.  All  the  trains  are  here,  and  will  be  despatched  north. 
As  soon  as  the  last  one  has  passed  Adairaville,  draw  in  the  garrisons  and  be^ia 
the  work  prescribed  in  order  one  hundred  and  fifteen  (115.)  Telegraph  me  to- 
night at  Allatooua  all  information,  and  keep  General  Thom^  well  advised  of  your 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[CiphGr.] 
Nashville,  November  12,  1S64 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  ; 

Your  despatch  of  12  o'clock  last  night  received.  I  have  no  fears  that  Bean- 
regard  can  do  us  any  harm  now,  and  if  he  attempts  to  follow  you  I  will  follow 
him  as  far  aa  possible.  H  ho  does  not  follow  you,  I  will  then  thoroughly  or- 
ganize my  troops,  and,  I  believe,  shall  have  men  enough  to  ruin  him  unless  he 
gets  oat  of  the  way  very  rapidly.  The  country  of  middle,  Alabama,  I  learn, 
is  teeming  with  supplies  this  year,  which  will  be  greatly  to  out  advantage,  I 
have  no  additional  news  to  report  from  the  direction  of  Florence.  I  am  now 
convinced  that  the  greater  pai-t  of  Beauregard's  army  is  near  Florence  and  Tus- 
cumbia,  and  that  you  will  at  least  have  a  clear  road  before  you  for  several  days, 
and  that  your  success  will  fuUy  equal  your  expectations. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 

(This  was  the  last  despatch  received  before  cutting  communications  aud  start- 
ing for  Savannah.) 
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HrAOQCARTEBS  MlLlTABV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Cartcraville,  November  12,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville: 
Doapateh  received.     All  i-igbt. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN. 

Major  General. 
(Here  wires  were  cut  and  all  commnDicatioii  ceased.) 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  eke  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  15,  18C4. 
General;  Tlie  general -in-cliief  directs  me  to  eay  tliat,  upon  your  arrival  at 
Madison,  he  desires  that  you  will,  if  it  can  bo  done  without  too  much  delay. 
Bend  eastward  to  the  Oconee  river  and  destroy  t!.e  railroad  bridge.  By  looking 
at  the  map  you  will  see  that  a  force  sufficient  to  do  this  work  can  bo  sent  from 
Madison,  and  afterwards  join  you  further  on.    It  is  important  the  bridge  should 


I,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camj). 
Major  General  Sloccm, 

Commanding  Ijeft  Wing,  i(c. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the 

In  the  field,  near  Yellmn  River,  Ga.,  November  18,  1S64. 
Despatch  received.  All  is  well  with  this  column,  which  will  be  to-night  on 
the  east  side  of  the  TJIcofauhachee,  and  to-morrow  will  take  the  Milledgeville 
road,  leaving  you  the  Eatonton  road.  Don't  be  in  a  hurry,  but  break  nptbat 
railroad  as  far  as  the  Oconee,  in  the  moat  thorough  manner,  so  that  every  rail 
will  be  disabled  ;  better  do  that  work  well  now  when  there  is  no  opposition  atid 
you  will  have  to  give  it  your  personal  attention,  else  it  will  be  slighted  by  your 
ofBceis ;  impress  on  them  its  great  importance,  and  that  if  done  well  now,  it  will 
not  have  to  be  done  over  at  some  future  time  under  less  favorable  circumstances. 
I  had  every  man  of  Davis's  command  at  work  yesterday  all  day  and  into  the 
night,  and  yet  they  slighted  some  of  their  work,  but  I  will  Bet  tUem  at  work 
again  to-day  between  the  Yellow  and  Alcovy  (Ulcofauhachee)  rivers,  about  Cov- 
ington. Oiu'  own  experience  shows  how  easily  roads  may  be  relaid  if  we  have 
iron ;  therefore  I  want  each  bar  of  iron  actually  twisted  either  around  a  tree  or 
with  one  of  tho  hooks. 

One  division  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  go  down  to  the  bridge  on  Oconee.  If 
you  reach  Eatonton  by  Monday  it  will  be  early  enough.  Keep  your  men  freah, 
and  devour  large  quantities  of  potatoes  and  com  along  the  route. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  Slocum, 

Cimtmanding  Left  Wing,  &,v. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Cobb's  Plantation,  November  22,  1864. 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general-in-chief  to  write  you  as  foUows  : 
The  march  of  this  wing  has  been  since  leaving  Atlanta  in  two  columns,  and 
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very  aticcessful  «p  to  this  time.  The  14th  corps  is  now  on  the  Hillaboro'  road, 
ten  {lOJ  miles  west  of  Milledgeville,  and  the  20th  corps  must  now  be  in  the 
capital,  having  marched  by  the  Eatonton  road.  The  Gteorgia  railroad,  from 
and  including  the  Oconee  bridge,  west  to  Lithoaia,  is  well  destroyed.  Troops 
in  fine  condition,  having  fed  high  on  sweet  potatoes  and  poultry.  Stock  is  also 
doing  well,  though  the  roads  have  been  very  heavy.  The  general  desires  you 
will  report  to  him  at  Milledgeville  to-morrow,  (where  he  will  go  early,)  in 
detail,  your  operations  since  leaving  Atlanta,  and  also  the  position  of  your  com- 
mand in  view  of  his  making  further  orders.  In  the  mean  time  you  cannot  do 
too  much  permanent  damage  to  that  railroad  east  of  Macon  and  about  Gordon, 

You  wiD  also  notify  Gfeneral  Kilpatrick  a  similar  report  is  desired  of  him. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 

General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkt field,  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  Novi'mher  23,  1864. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
By  instructions  of  the  general-in-chief,  I  give  you  the  following  directions  : 
continue  to  desti-oy  the  railroad  eastward  to  the  Oconee  in  the  most  complete 
and  thorough  manner,  burning  and  twisting  every  rail,  and  the  same  for  a  dis- 
tance to  the  west  towards  Macon ;  also  destroy  the  Oconee  bridge.  Yon  may 
lay  your  pontoon  over  the  Oconee,  but  do  not  cross  any  of  your  command  until 
further  orders.  Hardee  has  probably  swung  around  via  Albany  for  Savannah, 
which  the  general  says  is  all  right,  and  he  don't  care  particularly.  Kilpatrick 
will  be  moved  here  or  in  this  vicinity  for  the  present.  The  probability  is,  we 
will  concentrate  at  or  near  Sandersville.  Prosecute  the  railroad  destruction  in 
the  most  thoroug'h  manner  and  communicate  with  the  general-in-chief  frec[uent!y. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aidc-de-Camp. 


Keadhuartbhs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  ike  field,  Tenmlle  Station,  Ga.,  November  37,  1864 — 10.15  a.  m. 

GuNBRAL  :  Ine  general  commanding  is  now  at  this  point  and  has  put  in  mo- 
tion two  (S)  divisions  of  the  14th  coi-ps  without  wagons  from  Sandersville,  by 
Fenn's  bridge,  to  Louisville.  The  20th  corps  with  all  the  trains  of  the  left  wing 
will  move  to  Louisville  by  the  road  passing  through  Davisboro'.  He  wishes 
you  to  move  your  two  corps  eastward  on  the  two  roads,  starting  from  Irwin's 
Cross-roads,  as  follows  :  the>  right  column  crossing  Ohoopee  river,  straight  for 
Johnson'a ;  thence  along  the  main  Savannah  road  to  the  first  point  where  it  in- 
tersects the  road  from  Swainsboro',  through  Canoochee,  Bark  Uamp,  and  Rocky 
Creek  church,  to  Waynesboro'.  At  that  point  the  commanding  officer  should 
have  instructions  to  turn  towards  Station  No.  9,  in  the  absence  of  other  orders. 
The  left  column  to  take  the  road  from  Irwin's  Croas-i-oads  direct  towards  Louis- 
ville until  it  intersects  the  road  from  Sandei-sville,  nest  south  of  the  railroad  and 
soutii  of  Williamson's  Swamp  creek  until  abreast  of  Station  No.  10,  (or  Sebasto- 
pol,)  where  it  is  probable  we  will  cross  the  Ogeechee.  The  general  proposes 
to  attend  this  latter  column  himself. 

Please  renew  your  instructions  to  the  detail  breaking  up  the  railroad  from 
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Oconee  to  Tennille  not  to  be  in  too  great  n,  hurry,  but  to  do  their  work  well. 
I'rom  this  point  it  can  join  its  proper  coi-pa  on  either  of  the  above  named  routes. 
The  general  finds  it  difficult  to  get  information  of  roads,  but  those  described  ex- 
ist on  all  our  maps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENET  HITCHCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Major  General  O.  0,  Howard, 

"  "   ^  Army  of  Ike  Tennessee. 


HeADQUABTEBS  MiLlTARV  DlVISiOPJ  OF   THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Ga.,  Station  9J-,  Nommher  30,  18G4 — 3  p.  m. 
Major  General  Slocum,  Commanding  hefi,  Wing,  ^.  ; 

Tout  despatch  of  7  p.  m.,  39th,  just  received,  and  the  gen eral-in- chief 
directs  that  yon  move  your  whole  command  by  all  practicable  roada  ia  the  di- 
rection of  Millen,  keeping  well  to  tbe  north. in  the  neighborhood  of  Bark  Camp, 
Birdsville  and  Buck  Head  church,  making  a  lodgement  on  the  railroad  north  of 
Millen,  destroying  a  section  of  track  in  the  directioa  of  Augnsta,  and  turning  on 
Millen  in  case  your  hear  the  sounds  of  battle. 

We  are  at  station  9J,  marked  Burton  on  our  maps,  and  will  finish  the  railroad 
up  to  Miilen. 

As  we  are  a  day  ahead,  you  will  have  to  march  pretty  briskly. 

L.  M.  Y>hX'\:(M,  Aide-de:Camp. 


Heauuuartrrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Station.  9,  Georgia,  DeoEmbcrl,  1864. 
General  :  Tours   of  this  date  from   opposite  No.  8   is   at  hand,  which  I 
acknowledge  by  direction  of  the  general -in- chief. 

He  has  read  your  order  to  General  Blwr,  and  says  "  all  right."  He  does  not 
wish  you  to  move  to-morrow  ftirther  than  abreast  of  No.  7. 

General  Siocum  is  now  abreast  of  us  here,  aad  to-morrow  will  reach  the 
vicinity  of  Buck  Head  church,  where  there  will  be  some  delay  to  ns,  while 
Siocum  is  swinging  around,  and  you  may  calculate  on  stftying  at  No.  7  a  day  or 
two  for  us  to  get  up  eveu.  At  present  Wheeler  is  very  active,  and  Kilpatrick 
is  operating  in  connexion  with  General  Slocam.  Yon  will  make  disposition  to 
cross  at  No.  7,  but  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  do  so  wilt  depend  on  the 
dispositions  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON",  Aide-de-Camp. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


HEADtiUABTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field.  Station  9,  December  1,  1864. 
General:  Your  despatch  of  12  m.  yesterday  just  received,  and  Captain 
Audenreid  has  also  returned.  Your  operations  have  been  entirely  satisfactory 
to  the  general- in- chief.  He  wishes  you  to  move  on  the  flank  of  the  left  wing, 
holding  your  command  well  in  hand  for  further  work,  but  always  giving  the 
enemy  all  he  wants  when  he  offers  you  battle.     As  regards  retaliation,  you  must 
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be  very  careful  as  to  the  correctness  of  any  information  you  may  receive  about 
the,  enemy  mnidering  or  mntilating  our  men.  You  may  keep  the  prisoners  you 
have  or  turn  any  portion  of  them  over  to  General  Slocum's  infantry  to  guard, 
and  keep  such  as  yoii  may  wish  to  retain  for  your  own  object.  You  may  com- 
municate with  Wheeler  by  flag  of  trace,  and  notify  him  of  the  condnct  of  his 
command  toward  our  men  ;  and  that  you  shall  retaliate,  which  you  may  do  until 
you  feel  satisfied.  When  ocr  men  are  found  and  you  are  fnlly  convinced  the 
er^emy  have  killed  them  aftfcr  snn-ender  in  fair  battle,  or  have  mutilated  their 
bodies  after  having  been  killed  in  fair  battle,  you  may  hang  and  mutilate  maa 
for  man  without  regard  to  rank, 

I  am,  general,  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-dE-Camp. 
Brig.  Gen,  J.  Kilpatbick, 

Conimaniling  Cavalry  Division, 


HEADQUAilTEaS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Milkn,  G-a.,  December  2,  1864. 
Genrral:  The  general-in-chief  has  made  camp  near  the  mouth  of  Buck 
Head  creek  and  the  troops  are  passing  over  into  Millen.  He  wishes  yon  to- 
morrow to  make  a  good  break  of  the  railroad  from  MiUea  towards  Augusta, 
to  the  right  and  left  of  the  points  crossed  by  the  14tb  and  20thcorps,  after 
which  to  move  out  and  continue  the  march  toward  Savannah  by  two  roads, 
leaving  the  one  along  tlie  railroad  for  General  Blair.  The  two  roads  indicated 
on  our  maps,  the  one  passing  near  Milieu  and  Hunters  mills,  and  the  other 
sweeping  around  by  Sbarpe'a  and  Buck  Greek  post  office,  will  answer ;  but  if  one 
can  be  found  leading  from  the  upper  road  through  Sylvania  towards  Halley's 
ferry,  on  the  Savannah  river,  it  would  answer  our  purpose  better  for  your  left 
corps..  General  ICilpatrick  will  be  inatrneted  to  confer  with  you  and  cover  your 
rear.  Dress  to  the  right  on  the  17th  corps,  whose  progress  you  can  rate  by 
the  smoke.  G^nei'al  Blair  will  continue  to  burn  the  railroad  as  he  marches,  as 
far  as  Ogeechee  ehuvcli.  The  genera!  wishes  all  the  heads  of  columns  to  be  on 
the  road  leading  from  Milhoy  to  Halley's  ferry  on  the  fourth  day,  including 


Communicate  as  often  as  possible  with  him  ;  but  failing  to  hear  from  him, 
always  act  in  concert  with  General  Blair's  column,  which  alone  is  expected  to 
meet  Opposition.  General  Howard,  with  the  15th  corps,  will  continue  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Ogeechee,  ready  to  turn  any  position  of  tlie  enemy  in  case 
he  offer  opposition  to  our  progress. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 
Ifajor  General  H.  W.  Slocum, 

"    ^  Rig7it  Wing. 


Headuuabteks  Military  Division  op  thp.  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Millen,  Ga.,  December  2,  1864. 
Gbnekal:  The  army  will  move  on  Savannah,  delaying  only  to  continue  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  from  Millen  as  far  as  Ogeechee  church.  General 
Howard  will  contioue  to  move  along  the  south  bank  of  the  Ogeechee,  General 
Blair  along  the  railroad,  and  General  Slocum  by  the  two  roads  lying  north  of 
the  railroad,  between  it  and  the  Savannah  river.  The  general  wishes  you  to 
confer  with  General  Slocum,  to  make  a  strong  feint  up  in  the  direction  of 
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Waynesboro,  and  tLen  to  cover  his  rear  from  molestation  by  dashea  of  cavalry. 
I  send  you  eopiea  of  two  letters  from   members  of  Wheeler's  staff,  which  will 
interest  you ;  after  reading,  please  return  them  for  file  in  this  office. 
I  am,  genera!,  respectfdily  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DATTON",  Aide-de-Cam.j>. 
General  Kflpatkick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the Jield,near  Milien,  Ga.,  December  2, 1864. 

General  ;  Tlie  next  movement  will  be  on  Savannah ;  your  two  corps  mov- 
ing along  down  the  Ogeechee ;  General  Blair  to  destroy  the  railroad  as  far  na 
Ogeechee  church ;  and  the  15tb  corps  keeping  on  the  south  and  west  bank,  ready 
to  cross  over  in  case  of  opposition  to  General  Blair  ;  otherwise  it  will  not  cross 
until  near  Eden  No.  2.  General  Slocum  will  take  the  two  roads  north  of  the 
railroad  and  between  it  and  the  Savannah  river.  As  he  will  have  to  make  a 
wide  detour,  we  must  allow  him  until  the  fourth  day  to  reach  the  road  from 
Millroy  to  Halley's  ferry,  on  the  Savannah  river;  this  will  make  alow  marching 
for  you,  but,  as  a  general  i-ule,  the  rear  of  the  15th  corps  should  he  about 
abreast  of  General  Blair's  head  of  column.  The  general  has  a  Savannah 
paper  of  yesterday,  from  which  he  notices  the  enemy  still  remain  in  doitbt  as  to 
our  intentions,  being  divided  between  Macon,  Augusta,  and  Savannah ;  and 
also  that  an  expedition  of  gunboats  has  passed  up  the  Broad  river  toward 
Coosa  waliatchee. 

If  at  any  time  daring  your  progress  you  judge  it  feasible,  yon  might  de- 
spatch a  small,  bold  party  of  scouts  down  towards  Hinesville  to  burn  some 
culverts,  and  tear  up  some  track,  and  cut  the  telegraph  wii-es  in  several  places 
on  the  Savannah  and  Gulf  railroad,  over  which  the  city  of  Savannah  is  now 
chiefly  supplied.  The  fewer  the  men,  and  the  sooner  such  a  party  start,  the 
better.  The  country  is  very  sparsely  settled,  and  very  favorable  for  such  an 
expedition. 

I  am,  general,  &c., 

L.M.  DATTON,  Aid-de-Camp. 

Major  Gteneral  0. 0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the   Tennessee- 


Headquahtebs  Military  Division  of  the  MtssissiPPi, 
In  the  field.  No.  5j,  C.  R.  R.,  December  4,  1864— |  p.  m. 

General  :  Your  note  of  10  a.  m.  has  been  received.  The  day  has  been  so 
good  that  Genei-al  Blair  has  got  to  the  point  on  our  map  indicated  by  the  inter- 
section of  the  main  road  with  that  leading  through  Sylvania,  Hunter's  Mills, 
and  Paris  Academy,  via;  four  (4)  miles  west  of  Halcyon  Dale.  He  keeps 
three  brigades  breaking  railroad  abreast  of  him.  His  advance,  on  arrival  here, 
was  fired  on,  but  by  parties  who  took  good  care  to  fire  at  long  range  and  take 
to  their  heels.  My  judgment  is,  that  if  any  opposition  is  made  to  us  this  side 
of  Savannah,  it  will  occur  near  Ogeechee  church  ;  but  Howard's  movement  south 
of  Ogeechee,  by  Miliroy,  will  turn  that  position. 

You  have  nothing  to  apprehend  on  your  front,  but  should  look  to  your  rear, 
especially  on  General  Davis's  flank,  until  you  get  in  the  neck  between  Ogee- 
chee church  and  Halley's  ferry.  I  want  you  to  i-eport  to  me  frequently,  but, 
in  the  absence  of  orders,  to  move  your  entire  wing,  with  Kilpatrick's  cavalrey 
in  the  direction  of  Springiield  and  Monteith,  getting  your  left  flank  on  the, 
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Savannah  aod  Charleston  railroad  about  Saint  Augnatine  creek.  General 
Blaiv  will  continue  to  move  along  the  railioad,  and  the  15tb  corps  will  con- 
tinue on  the  west  side  of  the  Ogeechee  until  abrea'tt  of  Eden  No  2. 

We  continue  to  find  abundance  of  forage  and  all  our  animals  are  in  first- 
rate  condition.  Nevertheless,  I  want  to  impie'i  upon  \il  the  importance  of  fill- 
ing all  empty  wagons  ;  for  it  may  be  to  oui  inteie^t  to  act  rapidly,  without 
waiting  to  draw  supplies  from  onr  new  bise 

If  our  marching  on  this  flank  is  too  fist  for  you  plea'ie  notify  me,  and  I  will 
check  it,  as  I  am  aware  you  are  moving  on  a  large  cucle 

We  heard  the  firing  to-day  which  yoa  report  which  from  its  rate  of  fire,  I 
inferred  to  be  from  Kilpatrick,  who  is  fond  ot  using  artiUeiv 

I  do  not  know  that  I  reported  to  you  that  it  Millen  we  got  a  despatch  that 
Bragg  proposed  to  follow  us  with  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men  from  Augusta. 
If  we  can  draw  bim  down  towards  Savannah,  we  can  turn  on  hitn  and  send 
him  off  at  a  tangent. 

I  am,  general,  &c. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN". 

Major  General. 

Major  General  SLOcrivi,  Commanding  Lefl  Wing,  Sfc. 


IlKADQUAilTEES  MlLITARV  UlVISTON  OF  THE  MlSSISSIPPr, 

In  the  field,  Ogeechee  Church,  Ga.,  December  5,  1864. 

Geivekal  :  Since  sending  the  messenger  to  you  this  moraing.  General  Blair 
has  entered  this  place  almost  unopposed.  Some  field-works  are  fresh,  and,  eo 
far  as  I  have  examined,  would  be  such  as  would  be  thrown  up  by  five  thousand 
(5,000)  inexperienced  hands. 

General  Sloeum  reports  he  will  be  to-night  at  the  point  where  his  road  next 
north  of  this  intersects  the  one  from  here  to  Poor  Robin  ;  but  he  has  not  heard 
from  Generals  Davis  and  Kilpatrick  since  he  heard  their  firing  yesterday  morn- 
ing. Davia  has  orders  to  move  from  the  point  where  be  separated  from  Slocum, 
viz:  Buckbead  church  to  Halley's  ferry,  abreast  of  this  on  the  Savannah, 
tiffl  Syivauia.  I  have  sent  a  courier  to  General  Slocnm  to  communicate  with 
Davis  at  once,  and  report  to  me  at  what  moment  he  will  be  ready  to  move  on. 

You  will  observe  that  with  Davis  at  Halley's,  we  threaten  South  Oarolina, 
and  to  that  extent  will  confuse  our  enemy  ;  but  1  will  not  lose  a  moment,  only 
wc  must  move  in  concert,  or  else  will  get  lost.  You  may  make  all  the  disposi- 
tions to  cross  at  No.  3,  but  the  point  So.  2  is  the  true  one,  unless  modified  by 
local  geography. 

I  will  disturb  the  railroad  bat  little  south  of  this,  as  we  may  have  use  for  it 
out  this  far ;  still,  Blair  can  bum  the  bridges  and  culverts,  and  burn  enough 
barns  to  mark  the  progress  of  his  head  of  column.     I  don't  want  him  to  start 
until  I  know  Davis  is  abreast. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  31ajoi-  General. 

Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


He  A  D  QUA  B  TEES  MILITARY  DlVIS[O.V  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  No.  i^  Ogeechee  Church,  December  6,  1864. 
General:    Tout  report  of  Decembe.r  5  has  been  received,  and  gives  the 
general -in- chief  great  satisfaction.     He  begs  you  to  convey  to  your  command 
his  thanks  for  their  gallant  and  valuable  services  in  driving  the  enemy  in  eon- 
13* 
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fusion  beyond  Brier  creek,  and  in  destroyiug  tlioae  bridges  so  useful  to  the 
enemy. 

At  your  suggestion  he  has  ordered  each  army  corps  commander  to  select 
from  his  command  one  hundred  cavalry  horses,  with  a  eufficieut  number  of  ne- 
groes to  lead  them,  and  to  conduct  them  for  your  use  to  Gleneral  Slocum  s  col- 
umn, which  is  now  o»  the  middle  Savannah  road  where  it  evosaes  the  States- 
boro'  and  Halley's  ferry  road.  A  copy  of  that  order  is  enclosed,  and  you  can 
adopt  your  own  course  to  secure  them.  You  may  always  rely  upon  the  gen- 
eral for  cavalry  horses,  as,  in  order  to  keep  you  well  mouiited,  he  will  dismount 
every  person  connected  with  the  infantry  not  necessary  for  its  efficient  service, 
and  take  team  horses,  even  if  the  wagons  and  contents  have  to  be  burned. 

Oa  this  flank  matters  have  moved  smoothly,  and  as  we  are  a  good  distance 
in  advance,  are  lying  by  for  General  Davfe  aud  yourself  to  get  up  abreast. 
General  Howard  is  now  near  Brannan's  store,  west  of  the  Ogeechee,  abreast  of 
Springfield.  General  Blair  is  here  at  Ogeechee  church,  where  McLaws,  with 
abont  five  thousand  (5,P00)  men,  had  prepared  quite  an  extensive  line  of  in- 
trenchments  j  but  Howard's  movement  outflanked  him  and  he  quit  without  a 
fight,  and  is  now  supposed  to  be  at  Eden  No.  2.  General  Slocum  is  aboat  six 
miles  north  of  Ogeechee  church,  waiting  for  General  Davis  to  get  up  abreast 
on  the  Halley's  i'erry  road.  As  soon  as  all' are  up  we  will  move  on  Savannah 
by  the  four  main  roads  from  Brannan's  store,  Ogeechee  church,  Springfield, 
and  the  Savannah  river  road.  As  Wheel6r  is  disposed  of,  yon  might,  for  the 
sake  of  forage,  divide  your  command,  coming  together  say  about  Monteith. 
We  find  a  great  deal  of  forage,  but  presume  our  infantry  trains  consume  it  all ; 
stilt  they  do  not  seem  to  know  that  rice  in  the  straw,  fed  in  moderation,  is  most 
excellent  forage  ;  and  you  can  take  advantage  of  it,  9s  yoa  will  find  an  abund- 
ance along  the  Savannah  and  Ogeechee  rivers.  As  you  come  down,  make  a 
good  deal  of  smoke  and  fuss  about  Halley's  {now  Hutchinson's)  ferry  and 
Sister's  ferry,  as  though  threatening  to  cross  into  South  Carolina;  and  should 
Ebenezer  creek  be  up,  send  word  to  General  Davis  to  leave  his  brigade  down 
until  you  are  across. 

No  news  from  the  outside  world  of  any  interest,  but  the  fleet  is  known  to  be 
watching  for  ua,  as  the  citizens  report  it  sending  up  rockets  every  night. 
I  am,  general,  with  much  regard, 

L.  JI.  DATTON,  Aide-de-Camj>. 

General  Kilpatrick, 

Comma  iding  Cavalry. 


IlGADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Ogeec7i.ee  Cknrah,  December  6,  1864 — 3J  p.  m. 
.  General  ;  Tour  despatch  of  1.30  p.  m.  is  just  received,  as  also  yours  of  7 
a.  m.,  which  was  answered.  The  general  is  pleased  at  the  progress  of  General 
Davis,  but  not  knowing  where  he  was,  it  compelled  the  halting  of  this  column 
here  to  close  up.  To-morrow  the  general- in-chief  expects  General  Howard  to 
be  at  Eden  No.  2.  General  Blair  at  Guyton,  and  if  General  Davis's  head  of  col- 
umn reaches  Ebenezer,  and  can  lay  a  bridge  over  that  creek,  it  will  answer. 
He  wishes  you  nat  to  pass  Springfield,  but  from  there  to  communicate  with  him 
at  Guyton;  but  in  the  absence  of  orders  the  movement  for  the  day  following 
should  be  such  as  to  place  General  Davis  at  or  in  advance  of  St.  Augustine 
creek ;  and  the  column  yoa  are  with,  at  or  near  Monteith.  General  Blair  will 
be  at  Eden  No.  2,  and  Howard  will  cross  the  river  (Ogeechee.) 
I  am,  general,  yom-s  respectfully,- 

L.  M.  DATTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 
Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Le/i  IVir/g. 


0.  Google 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GESEKAL  SHERMAN. 


Headuuarters  Military  BivrsioN  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Ogecchee  Church,  December  6, 1S64 — 3.45  p.  m. 
General;  Tour  despatch  of  to-day  ia  just  received.  Eeports  from  General 
Slocnm  and  General  Kilpatrick  have  also  been  received;  the  former  will  camp 
to-night  on  Turkey  ci-eek,  in  advance  of  this  column,  with  his  command  well 
,  closed  up.  The  latter  attacked  Wheeler  near  Thomas's  station,  and  drove  him 
through  Waynesboro'  and  across  Brier  creek  in  confusion,  killing  and  wounding 
a  number,  and  capturing  a  hiinclred  of  his  men;  he  also  burned  all  the  bridges 
on  Brier  week,  including  (for  good)  the  railroad  bridge.  ,  To-mon-ow  the  entire 
army  will  move,  Gfeaerai  Slocam's  lefc  corps  reaching  Ebenezer,  iiimself  Spring- 
field, and  die  17th  coi-pa  Guyton.  The  general- in- chief  desires  you  in  conjunc- 
tion to  reach  Eden,  opposite  ^fo.  3,  and  while  General  Blair  threatens  N^o.  2  by 
moving  ou  Ko.  3,  (Guyton,)  to  effect  a  crossing  at  or  below  No.  2. 
I  am,  geueral,  yours  with  regard, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-dc-Camp. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Com,manddng  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In-  the  field,  2^  miles  from.  No.  3,  December  7,  1864. 
General;  Owing  to  the  rain  General  Blair  did  not  reach  Guyton  to- day- 
but  is  at  the  point  about  two  and  a  half  (2j)  miies  northwest  of  Guyton.  The 
bridge  over  the  small  stream,  without  name,  is  burned,  and  some  obstructions 
there  are  now  being  removed,  so  that  early  in  the  morning  his  column  will  move 
liglit  forward  on  the  road  which  passes  about  two  (2)  miles  west  of  Guyton, 
and  about  the  same  distance  east  of  Eden,  where  your  road  and  oura  come  to- 
gether. It  will  be  well  if  you  can  find  a  road  passing  from  Springfield  to  Mon- 
teith  and  Pooler's,  and  General  Davis  should  be  instructed  to  reach  8l.  Augus- 
tine and  the  vicinity  of  Cherokee  Hill.  We  must  first  secure  the  road  indicated 
from  Cherokee  Hill  to  Silk  Hope  and  Litchfield.  We  hear  that  the  enemy  is 
fortifying  in  a  semicircle  around  Savannah  and  about  four  miles  from  it. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully  yours. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Majm-  General. 
Major  General  Slocom, 

Commanding  Left  Wing. 


Hkadhuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
I  la  the  field,  December  8,  1864—7  p.  m. 

Ggneral:  We  are  at  a  point  on  the  road  from  Millen  to  Savannah,  about 
two  (8)  miles  north  of  No,  2,  called  Mount  Zion  church. 

General  Slocum  is  but  a  short  distance  from  us,  and  will  move,  to-morrow,  on 
a  road  which  branches  off  from  this  road  and  comes  into  the  Augusta  road  ten 
(10)  miles  north  of  Savannah,  where  he  will  effect  a  junction  with  General 
Davis,  destroy  that  railroad,  drive  the  enemy  within  his  intrench ments,  and  then 
work  to  the  right  and  form  a  junction  with  us  on  this  road  as  near  Savannah 
as  we  may  get.  General  Blair  will  move  on  this  road  by  Pooler's,  and  so  on 
until  we  drive  the  enemy  within  the  intrencliments  of  Savannah,  wherever  they 
may  be. 

The  general  wishes  you  to  get  down  in  the  neighborhood  of  Beverly,  Silk 
Hope,  or  Litchfield,  so  as  to  advance  in  the  direction  of  the  plank  road  until  ive 
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come  together  or  communicate  by  the  road  which  leads  from  Silk  Hope  to  Chero 
kee  Hilf  He  aims  to  push  the  enemy  far  enough  into  Savannah  to  have  the 
use  of  the  shell  road  ae  a  route  of  supply.  If  you  can  possibly  do  so,  he  wishes 
you  to  send  a  aote  by  a  canoe  down  the  Ogeechee,  pass  the  railroad  briclge  iu 
the  night,  and  inform  the  naval  commander  that  we  have  arrived  in  fine  condi- 
tion, aud  are  moving  directly  against  Savannah,  hut  for  the  present  do  not  nak 
giving  any  details. 

1  am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 
Major  General  Howard, 

ComTnandmg  Army  of  the  Tennfsuc.'!. 


Headquartbhs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Pooler's  No.  1,  December  9,  1864. 

Ge\eral;  Your  despatch  from  the  canal  bridge  j«at  received.  The  17th 
corps  moved  at  the  iisua!  hour  to-day  and  found  the  enemy  defending  the  posi- 
tion covei-ed  by  the  swamp,  aboiit  fifteen  miles  from  Savannah.  There  was  some 
skii-raish  fighting  and  use  of  avtillery  on  both  sides,  but  General  Mower,  who 
was  in  advance,  handsomely  drove  the  eaemy  &om  his  positions  and  works,  and 
we  reached  this  point  in  good  season. 

The  I7th  corps  will  move  as  usual  to-morrow  morning,  and  will  proceed  iintil 
it  reaches  the  main  line  of  the  enemy's  works,  supposed  to  be  about  four  (4) 
miles  from  Savannah,  when  it  will  work  to  th^  right  and  connect  with  you. 
The  general-in-chief  desires  you  to  move  on  the  direct  road  on  Savannah  as 
usual,  making  progress  until  the  enemy's  main  line  is  developed.  He  also  wishes 
you  to  communicate  with  the  fleet  if  possible.  General  Kilpatrick's  command 
is  divided,  covering  this  and  Geneial  Davis's  column,  and  reports  positively  that 
"Wheeler  is  on  the  east  sifle  of  the  Savannah  river. 

If  the  Mr,  Ouyler  you  have  as  a  prisoner  be  E.  E.  Cuyier,  brother  of  Sur- 
geon Oujler  of  the  old  army,  or  his  son  George,  the  general-in-chief  wishes  you 
to  send  him  to  us  when  practicable,  and  in  the  mean  time  treat  him  as  well  as 

Sissible.     Present  the  general's  best  wishes  to  Mr.  King,  and  say  he  regrets 
rown  had  not  the  good  sense  to  follow  his  advice. 

The  general  thinks  best  for  you  to  leave  a  brigade  at  the  bridge  at  Fort  Ar- 
gyle,  to  hold  and  guard  it,  as  we  may  need  it.     We  have  not  heard  from  Gen- 
eral Slocum  direct,  but  the  sound  of  his  guns  would  place  him  at  Cherokee  Hill, 
or  near  there ;  we  heard  them  at  sundown. 
I  am,  genei'al,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTO>;,  Aide-de-Camj,. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commamding  Army  of  the  Tenw'xsce, 


HiiADUUARTEKS  MILITARY  DlVISIO.\  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

In  the  field.  Poolers,  No.  1,  Becemha-  9,  1864. 
Gbnbeal  ;  As  yet  we  have  heard  nothing  from  you  to-day  except  your  guns, 
nearly  due  north  from  us,  at  three  to  five  p,  m.  General  Howard  has  reported, 
and  is  in  possession  of  the  Gulf  railroad ;  captured  one  piece  of  artillery  and 
some  prisoners  and  a  train  of  cars.  Both  corps  have  met  opposition,  but  have 
overcome  it,  and  Howard  will  move  the  15th  via  the  plank  road,  and  the  17th 
via  this,  the  main  road,  on  Savannah,  in  the  morning.     The  general  wishes  you 
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to  continue  along  the  Savaunah  river  in  your  movement  on  the  city,  making  a 
macli  progress  as  you  can,  until  the  enemy's  main  line  is  developed. 
I  am,  general,  very  lespectfully,  youra,  &e., 

L.  3,1.  DATTON,  Aide-do-  Camp. 
Major  General  Slocdm, 

Commanding  Left  Wing. 


Headquartbks  MrLiTABY  Division  of  the  1 

la  the  Jidd,  near  Havannah,  December  11,  1S64 — 3  a.  m. 
Genbral:  Youv  despatch  of  December  10,  and  also  Special  Field  Order  191, 
are  j  list  received.  The  general- in- chief  wishes  yoa  to  secure  the  trains  cut  off 
on  the  Gulf  road,  and  also  describe  to  him  what  is  the  position  of  King's  bridge 
and  Dillon's  ferry — neither  are  on  the  map.  I  have  had  couriers  looking  for 
you  since  five  p.  m.,  10th,  with  orders,  but  they  are  unable  to  find  your  head- 
quarters. I  send  enclosed  another  copy.  The  geueral  understands  the  trains 
to  he  between  Way's  and  Fleming's  stations. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTOI^,  Aide-de-Camp. 
Major  Geueral  0.  0.  Howard, 

~  "         nny  of  the  Tanneasee. 


HEADdUARTBRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  TBE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  tiavawnak,  Ga.,  (General  Howard's  Headquarters,) 

December  15,  1S64 — 2  p.m. 
General  :  The  general-in-chief  has  just  returned  frora  a  visit  to  Ossabaw 
and  Wassaw  sounds,  and  directs  me  to  inform  you  in  full  terms  of  the  result. 
After  having  opened  communication  by  signal  with  the  gunboats,  and  got  pos- 
session of  Fort  McAllister,  he  went  in  person  to  the  gunboat  below  Fort  McAl- 
lister, which  proved  to  be  a  messenger  boattrom  the  flag-ship  lying  at  the  mouth 
■  of  Ossabaw  sound.  After  making  communications  to  Washington,  &e.,  he  re- 
turned to  Fort  McAllister,  and  was  overtaken  by  a  messenger  from  General  Fos- 
ter, just  fi-om  Port  Royal.  The  general  went  on  board  General  Foster's  hoat, 
and  proceeded  with  him  down  the  bay  in  hope  to  meet  the  admiral,  but  did  not 
find  him  till  after  running  around  into  Wassaw  sound.  G-eneral  Foster  then 
proceeded  to  Port  Royal  at  13  m.  yesterday,  to  return  with  a  fleet  of  transports 
loaded  with  six  hundred  thousand  (600,000)  rations  and  ten  (10)  days'  forage 
for  forty  thousand  (40,000)  animals,  and  promised  to  he  here  by  to-night.  He 
will  also  bring  with  him  six  20-lb.  Parrott  gnna  and  six  30-lb.  Parrotts,  with 
three  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition  per  gun.  The  general  then  transferred  to 
the  admiral's  vessel  and  returned  to  Fort  McAllister,  whence  the  admiral  accom- 
panied him  as  far  up  as  the  rice  mill,  where  he  had  left  his  horse.  He  is  now  at 
General  Howard's  headquarters,  and  has  sent  for  his  camp  tfi  be  transferred  to 
a  point  near  this,  which  is  not  far  from  the  seven  (7)  mile  post  on  the  main  road 
loading  west  from  Savannah  to  the  Ogeechee,  marked  on  our  map  as  a  plank 
road.  This  point  is  about  five  (5)  miles  from  his  present  headquarters,  on  the 
Louisville  road.  General  Foster  has  five  thousand  (5,000)  men  near  the  Cbarles- 
ton  railroad,  north  of  Broad  river,  and  near  enough  to  the  railroad  to  command 
it,  so  that  he  feels  sure  that  cars  cannot  pass  either  way,  but  he  has  been  un- 
able to  reach  the  railroad  itself  with  his  men,  on  account  of  the  enemy's  force. 
The  gunboats  and  General  Howard  occupy  all  other  avenues  of  approach  to  Sa- 
vannah, connecting  with  your  right.  Now,  if  you  can  close  the  Savannah  river 
to  navigation,  and  also  get  a  force  over  the  Savannah  river  to  threaten  in  flank 
any  dirt  road  leading  out  of  Savannah,  between  the  city  and  Coosahatchie,  the 
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investment  of  tbe  city  will  be  complete,  and  the  enemy  will  have  no  escape, 
The  general  wants  to  place  the  batteries  expected  from  General  Foster  iu  posi- 
tion as  near  the  heart  of  Savannah  as  possible,  ready  to  bombard  it  as  soon  as 
possible.  You  may  therefore  send  horses  to  the  Ogeechee  riyer,  at  King's 
bridge,  ready  to  haul  those  guns  to  your  right  front,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  well 
in  position,  ready  io  open  on  the  city,  be  proposes  to  demand  its  surrender.  In 
the  mean  time  o«r  stores  of  all  kinds  will  come  up  Oaaabaw  sound  and  the  Ogee- 
chee liyei-  to  King's  bridge,  and  thence  be  hauled  to  the  campa.  The  canal  is 
admirably  adapted  to  your  use,  and  the  general  suggests  that  you  send  some 
competent  staff  officer  over  to  the  Ogeechee,  and,  in  concert  with  General  Eas- 
ton,  chief  quartermaster,  collect  as  many  boats  as  possible  to  transport  your  stores 
from  King's  bridge  through  the  canal  up  to  your  very  camp.     At  Dr.  Chevea' 

Elantation,  ten  (10}  miles  from  King's  bridge,  the  general  himself  saw  at  least 
alf  a  dozen  fine  large  flats,  built  expressly  to  transport  rice  through  the  canal 
to  Savannah — the  very  thing  wanted — and  he  has  no  doubt  on  other  plantations 
at  least  twenty  or  twenty-five  (SO  or  25)  boats  could  be  collected,  each  capable 
of  transporting  twenty  (20)  tons.  In  dry  weather. wagons  will  be  best,  but  in 
case  of  rainy  weather  these  boats  would  be  admirable.  As  soon  as  possible  the 
general  wants  your  batteries  which  are  nearest  the  city  prepared  to  execute  the 
foregoing  plans,  and  he  wants  you  to  write  to  him  in  full  to-night  any  ideas  that 
may  have  been  suggested  by  your  closer  observation  of  the  ground  in  your  im- 
mediate front,  and  you  may  at  once  give  orders  for  hauling  provisions  and  forage 
from  King's  bridge,  as  Admiral  Dahlgren  assured  him  this  morning  that  he 
would  have  all  torpedoes  and  obstructions  removed  in  the  course  of  today. 
There  is  also  a  steamboat  load  of  mail  for  yonr  army.  Colonel  A.  H.  Markland 
in  charge,  which  will  be  at  King's  bridge  the  instant  torpedoes  are  removed. 
Captain  Merritt  brings  this  to  you,  and  can  satisfy  a!l  your  inquiries,  as  he  has 
been  with  the  general. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
HENRV  HITCHCOCK, 
Major  and  Aide- de~  Camp. 
Major  Genera!  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing. 


HEAmauAETERS  Abmiks  op  the  U.viTEU  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  December  3,  1864. 

General  :  The  little  information  gleaned  from  the  southeirn  press  indicating 
no  great  obstacle  to  your  progress,  I  have  directed  youv  mails,  which  previously 
had  be«n  collected  in  Baltimore  by  Colonel  Markland,  special  ageut  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  to  be  eent  as  far  as  the  blockading  squadron  off  Savannah, 
to  be  forwarded  to  you  as  soon  as  heard  from  on  the  coast.  Not  liking  to  rejoice 
before  the  victory  is  assured,  I  abstain  from  congratulating  you  and  those  under 
your  command  until  bottom  has  been  struck.  I  have  never  had  a  fear,  however, 
for  the  result. 

Since  you  left  Atlanta  no  very  gi-eat  progress  has  been  made  here.  The  enemy 
has  been  closely  watched,  though,  and  prevented  from  detaching  agmnst  you. 
I  think  not  one  man  has  gone  from  here  except  some  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
dismounted  cavahy.  Bragg  has  gone  from  Wilmington.  I  am  trying  to  take 
advantage  of  his  absence  to  get  possession  of  that  place.  Owing  to  some  prep- 
arations Admiral  Porter  and  General  Butler  are  making  to  blow  up  Fort  Fisher, 
and  which,  while  I  hope  for  the  best,  do  not  believe  a  particle  in,  there  is  a  delay 
in  getting  this  expedition  off.  I  hope  they  will  be  ready  ia  start  by  the  7th,  and 
that  Bi-agg  will  not  have  started  back  by  that  time. 

In  this  letter  I  do  not  intend  to  give  you  anything  like  directions  for  future 
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action,  but  will'state  a  general  idea  I  Lave,  and  will  get  your  views  after  you 
have  established  yom-self  on  the  sea-coaat.  With  your  veteran  army  I  hope  to 
get  control  of  the  only  two  throngh  rontea,  from  eaat  to  west,  possessed  by  the 
enemy  before  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  This  condition  will  be  filled  by  holding  Sa- 
vannah and  Augusta,  or  by  holding  any  other  post  to  the  east  of  Savannah  and 
Branchville.  If  Wilmington  falls,  a  foi-ce  from  there  can  co-operate  with  yon. 
Thomas  has  got  back  into  the  defences  of  Nashville,  with  Hood  close  upon 
him.  Decatur  has  been  abandoned,  and  so  have  all  the  roads  except  the  main 
one  leading  to  0" 


I  Lope  Hood  will  he  badly  crippled  or  destroyed.     After  all  becomes  quiet,  and 
the  roads  up  here  so  had  that  there  is  likely  to  be  a  week  or  two  that  nothing 
can  be  done,  I  will  run  down  the  coast  and  see  you. 
Toura,  truly, 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 
Major  General  W.  T.  SHGRMArf, 

Commanding  Armies  near  Savannah. 


Heaixiuartees  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  December  6,  18C4. 
GfiiSEBAL:  On  reflection,  since  sending  my  letter  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant 
Dunn,  I  have  concluded  that  the  most  important  operation  toward  closing  out 
the  rebellion  will  be  to  close  out  Lee  and  nia  army.  Ton  have  now  destroyed 
the  roads  of  the  south,  so  that  it  will  probably  take  them  mouths,  without  inter- 
ruption, to  re-establish  a  throngh  line  from  east  to  west.  In  that  time,  I  think, 
the  job  here  will  be  effectually  completed.  My  idea  now  is  that  you  establiah 
a  base  on  the  coast,  fortjfy,  and  leave  in  it  sJ.1  your  artillery  and  cavalry,  and 
enough  infantry  to  protect  them,  and,  at  the  same  time,  so  threaten  the  interior 
that  the  militia  of  the  south  will  have  to  be  kept  at  home.  With  the  balance 
of  yonr  command  come  here  by  wat^r  with  all  despatch.  Select  yourself  the 
officer  to  leave  in  command,  but  you  I  want  in  person.  Unless  you  see  objec- 
tions to  this  plan  which  I  cannot  see,  use  every  vessel  going  to  yon,  for  the 
purpose  of  transportation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  tlie  Missisdj/pi. 


Headchiahters  MiLiTAEV"  Division  of  tke  Mississippi 

In  the  field,  near  Savannah,  Decemher  16,  1864. 

General  ;  I  received  day  before  yesterday,  at  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Dunn, 
your  letter  of  December  3.  and  last  night,  at  the  hands  of  Colonel  Babcock, 
that  of  December  6.  I  had  previously  made  you  a  hasty  scrawl  from  the  tug- 
boat Dandelion  in  Ogeechee  river,  advising  yon  that  the  army  had  reached  the 
sea-coast,  destroying  all  railroads  across  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  investing 
closely  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  had  made  connexion  with  the  fleet. 

Since  writing  that  note,  I  have  in  person  met  and  conferred  with  General 
Foster  and  Admiral  Dahlgren,  and  made  all  the  arrangements  which  I  deemed 
essential  to  reduce  the  city  of  Savannah  to  our  possesBion ;  but  since  the  receipt 
of  yours  of  the  6th  I  have  initiated  measures  looking  principally  to  coming  to 
you  with  fifty  thousand  or  sixty  thousand  (50,000  or  60,000)  infantry,  and  in- 
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cidentally  to  take  Savaanali,  if  time  will  allow.  At  the  time  we  carried  Fort 
MeAlHster  so  handsomely  by  assault,  with  twenty-two  (22)  guns  and  its  entire 
gan'iBOn,  I  was  hardly  aware  of  its  importance;  hut  since  passing  down,  the 
river  with  General  Foster,  and  np  with  Admiral  Dahlgren,  I  realize  how  ad- 
mirably adapted  are  Ossabaw  sound  and  Ogeechee  river  to  supply  an  army 
operating  against  Savannah.  Sea-going  vessels  can  easily  come  to  King's  bridge, 
a  point  on  Ogeechee  river  fourteen  and  a  half  (14^)  miles  due  west  of  Savannah, 
from  which  point  we  have  roads  leading  to  all  our  camps.  The  country  is  low 
and  sandy,  and  cut  up  with  marshes,  which  in  wet  weather  will  he  very  bad ; 
but  we  have  been  so  favored  with  weather  that  they  are  all  now  comparatively  good, 
and  heavy  details  are  constantly  employed  in  double  corduroying  the  marshes, 
so  that  I  have  no  fear  even  of  a  bad  spell  of  weather.  Fortunately,  also,  by 
liberal  and  judicious  foraging,  we  reached  the  sea-coast  abundantly  supplied 
with  forage  and  provisions,  needing  nothing  on  arrival  except  bread.  Of  this 
we  started  from  Atlanta  with  from  eight  to  twenty  (8  to  20)  days'  supply  fur 
corps,  and  some  of  the  troops  only  had  one  {1)  day's  issue  of  bread  during  the 
trip  of  thirty  (30)  days;  and  yet  they  did  not  want,  for  sweet  potatoes  were 
very  abundant  as  well  as  corn-meal,  and  our  soldiers  took  to  them  naturally. 
We  started  with  about  five  thousand  (5,000)  head  of  cattle,  and  arrived  with 
over  ten  thousand  (10,000,)  of  course  consuming  mostly  turkeys,  chickens, 
sheep,  hogs,  and  the  cattle  of  the  country.  As  to  our  mules  and  horses,  we  left 
Atlanta  with  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  (3,500)  wagons,  many  of  which 
■were  drawn  by  mules  which  had  not  recovei-ed  from  the  Chaitanooga  starvation, 
all  of  which  were  replaced,  the  poor  mules  shot,  and  our  transportation  is  now  in 
superb  condition.  I  have  no  doubt  the  State  of  Georgiahas  lost  by  our  operations 
fifteen  thousand  (15,000)  first-rate  mules.  As  to  horses,  Kilpatrick  collected 
all  his  remounts,  and  it  looks  to  me,  in  riding  along  our  columns,  as  though 
every  ofiicer  has  three  or  four  led  horses,  and  each  regiment  seems  to  be  followed 
by  at  least  fifty  (50)  negroes  and  foot-sore  soldiers  riding  on  horses  and  mules. 
The  custom  was  for  each  brigade  to  send  out  daily  a  foraging  party  of  about 
fifty  (50)  men  on  foot,  who  invariably  returned  mounted,  with  several  wagons 
loaded  with  poultry,  potatoes,  &c.,  and,  as  the  army  is  composed  of  about  forty 
(40)  brigades,  you  can  estimate  approximately  the  quantity  of  horses  collected. 
Great  numbers  of  these  were  shot  by  my  oi'ders,  because  of  the  disorganizing 
effect  on  our  infantry  of  having  too  many  idlers  mounted.  General  Easton  is 
now  engaged  in  collecting  statistics  on  this  subject;  but  I  know  the  govern- 
ment will  never  receive  full  accounts  of  our  captures,  although  the  restdt  aimed 
at  was  fully  attained,  via;  to  deprive  our  enemy  of  them.  All  these  animals  I 
will  have  sent  to  Port  Eoyal,  or  collected  behind  Fort  McAllister,  to  be  used 
by  Geiieral  Saston  in  his  farming  operations  or  by  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, after  they  are  systematically  accounted  for. 

While  General  Easton  is  collecting  transportation  for  my  troops  to  James 
river,  I  will  throw  to  Port  Eoyal  island  all  our  means  of  transportation  I  can,  and 
collect  the  balance  near  Foi-t  McAllister,  covered  by  the  Ogeechee  river  and 
intrenchments  to  be  erected,  and  for  which  Captain  Poe,  my  chief  engineer,  is 
now  reconnoitring  the  grounds;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  I  will  act  as  I  have 
begun,  as  though  Savaimah  city  were  my  only  objective,  namely;  the  troops 
will  continue  to  invest  Savannah  closely,  making  attacks  and  feints  wherever 
we  have  firm  ground  to  stand  upon,  and  I  will  place  some  thirty  (30)  pounder 
Parrots,  which  I  have  got  from  General  Foster,  in  position  neai-  enough  to  reach 
the  centre  of  the  city,  and  then  will  demand  its  surrender.  If  General  Hardee 
is  alarmed  or  fears  starvation,  he  may  surrender;  otherwise,  I  will  bombard  the 
city,  but  cot  risk  the  lives  of  my  own  men  by  assaults  across  the  narrow  cause- 
ways by  which  alone  we  can  reach  it.  If  I  had  time,  Savannah,  with  all  its 
dependent  fortifications,  is  ah'cady  ours,  for  we  hold  all  its  avenues  of  supply. 
Tfie  enemy  has  made  two  desperate  efforts  to  get  boats  from  above  to  the  city, 
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in  both  of  which  he  has  been  foiled ;  General  Slocum,  whose  left  Sank  i-esta  on 
the  rii'er,  eaptuiing  and  burning  the  first  boat,  and  in  the  second  iastance  driv- 
ing back  two  guiiboats,  and  capturing  the  steamer  Resolute,  with  seven  naval 
ofBcere  and  a  crew  of  twenty-five  seamen.  General  Slocum  occupies  Ai^yle 
island  and  the  upper  end  of  Ilutchinaon  island,  and  has  a  brigade  on  the  South 
Carolina  ahore  opposite,  and  he  is  very  argent  to  pass  one  of  his  corps  over  to 
that  shore.  But  in  view  of  the  change  of  plan  made  necessary  by  your  orders 
of  the  6th,  I  will  maintain  things  in  statu  quo  till  I  have  got  all  my  ti'ansporta- 
tion  to  the  rear  and  out  of  the  way,  and  until  I  have  aea-lvansportation  for  the 
troops  you  require  at  James  river,  which  I  will  accompany  and  command  in 
person.  Of  eourae,  I  will  leave  Kilpatrick  with  his  cavalry,  say  five  thouaand 
three  hundred  (5,300,)  and  it  may  be  a  division  of  the  15th  corps ;  bat,  before 
determining  this,  I  muat  see  Genei^  Fosteri  and  may  arrange  to  shift  his  force 
(now  over  about  the  Charleston  raih-oad,  at  the  head  of  Broad  river)  to  the  Ogee- 
chee,  where,  in  co-operation  with  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  he  eau  better  threaten 
the  State  of  Georgia  than  from  the  dii'ection  of  Port  Royal.  Besides,  I  would 
much  prefer  not  to  detach  from  my  regular  corps  any  of  its  veteran  divisions, 
and  would  even  prefer  that  other  leaa  valuable  troops  should  be  sent  to  re-enforce 
Foster  from  some  other  quarter.  My  four  (4)  corps,  full  of  experience  and  full 
of  ardor,  coming  to  you  en  maase,  equal  to  sixty  thousand  ( 60,000)  fighting 
myn,  will  be  a  re-eiiforcement  that  Lee  cannot  disregard.  Indeed,  with  my 
preaent  command  I  had  expected,  after  reducing  Savannah,  instantly  to  march 
to  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  thence  to  Raleigh,  and  thence  to  report  to  you. 
But  this  would  consume,  it  may  be,  six  weeks'  time  after  the  fall  of  Savannah, 
whereas  by  sea  1  can  probably  reach  you  with  my  men  and  arms  before  the 
middle  of  January. 

As  to  matters  in  the  southeast,  I  think  Hardee  in  Savannah  has  good  artiller- 
ists, some  five  thousand  (.5,OnO)  or  six  thousand  (6,000)  good  infantry,  and,  it 
may  be,  a  mongrel  mass  of  eight  thousand  or  ten  thousand  {8,000  or  10,000) 
militia  and  fragments.  In  all  our  marching  through  Geoi^ia,  he  has  not  forced 
me  to  use  anything  but  a  skirmish  line,  though  at  several  points  he  had  erected 
fortifications,  and  made  bombastic  threats.  In  Savannah  he  has  taken  refage 
in  a  line  constructed  behind  swamps  and  overflowed  rice-fields,  extending  from 
a  point  on  the  Savannah  river,  about  three  miles  above  the  city,  around  to  a 
branch  of  the  Little  Ogeechee,  which  stream  is  impassable  from  its  salt  marshes 
and  boggy  swamps,  crossed  only  by  narrow  causeways  or  common  corduroy 
roads.  There  must  be  twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  citizens,  men,  women, 
and  children,  in  Savannah,  that  must  also  be  fed,  and  how  he  is  to  feed  them 
beyond  a  few  days  I  cannot  imagine,  as  I  know  that  his  requisitions  fov  corn 
on  the  interior  counties  of  Geoi^a  were  not  filled,  and  we  are  in  possession  of 
the  rice-fields  and  mills  which  could  alone  be  of  service  to  him  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. He  can  draw  nothing  from  South  Carolina,  save  from  a  small  corner 
down  in  the  southeast,  and  that  by  a  disused  wagon  road.  I  could  easily  get 
possession  of  this,  but  hardly  deem  it  worth  the  risk  of  making  a  detachment 
which  would  be  in  danger  by  its  isolation  from  tlie  main  army. 

Our  whole  army  is  in  fine  condition  as  to  health,  and  the  weather  is  splendid. 
For  tbat  reason  alone,  1  feel  a  personal  dislike  to  turning  northward. 

I  will  keep  Lieutenant  Dunn  here  until  I  know  the  result  of  my  demand  for 
the  surrender  of  Savannah,  but,  whether  successful  or  not,  shall  not  delay  my 
execution  of  your  orders  of  the  6th,  which  will  depend  alone  upon  the  time  it 
will  require  to  obtain  transportation  by  sea. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  United  States  Army. 

Lieutenant  General  IT.  S.  Gra\t, 

Commander-in-Chief,  City  Point,  Virginia. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississrprt, 

In  tha field,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  17,  1S64. 
G-BXERAL :  You  have  doubtless  observed,  from  your  station  at  Eosedew,  that 
sea-going  vessels  now  come  through  Ossabaw  sound  and  up  Ogeechee,  to  the 
rear  of  roy  avmy,  giving  me  abundaut  supplies  of  all  kinds,  and  more  especially 
of'  heavy  ordnance  necessary  to  tlie  reduction  of  Savannah,  I  have  already 
received  guns  that  can  cast  heavy  and  destructive  shot  as  far  as  the  heart  of 
your  dty.  Also,  I  have  for  some  days  held  and  controlled  every  avenue  by 
which  the  people  and  garrison  of  Savannah  can  be  supplied,  and  I  am  therefore 
justified  in  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Savannah  and  its  dependent 
forts,  and  shall  await  a  reasonable  time  your  answer  before  opening  with  heavy 
ordnance.  Should  you  entertain  the  proposition,  I  am  prepared  to  grant  liberal 
terma  to  the  inhabitants  and  garrison;  but  should  I  be  forced  to  resort  to  assault 
or  the  slower  and  surer  process  of  starvation,  J  shall  then  feel  justified  in  resort- 
ing to  the  harshest  measures,  aad  shall  make  liftle  effort  to  restrain  my  army, 
burning  to  avenge  the  great  national  wrong  they  attach  to  Savannah  and  other 
large  cities,  which  have  been  so  prominent  in  dragging  our  country  into  civil 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  Gfeneral  Hood's  demand  fur  the  surrender  of  the  town 
of  Resaca,  to  be  nsed  by  you  for  what  it  is  worih. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  ser\-anf, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAX, 

Major  General. 
General  William  J.  Hardek, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forms  in  Savannah. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Vecemher  18,  1864 — 8  p  m. 
General:  In  compliance  with  the  plau  I  indicated  to  you  some  days  since, 
I  made  a  demand  during  yesterday  on  General  Hardee  for  the  surrender  of  the 
city  of  Savannah  and  its  dependent  forts,  and  to-day  received  his  answer  de- 
clining to  accede.  Ton  are  aware  I  am  ordered  to  carry  this  array  to  Virginia 
by  sea,  but  I  hope  still  to  get  possession  of  Savannah  before  sufficient  ti'ans- 
portation  can  be  had  to  enable  me  to  comply  with  General  Grant's  order.  The 
thirty  (30)  pounder  Parrotts  which  you  sent  me  are  now  being  hauled  to  ba^ 
teries  prepared  for  them,  and  in  aboat  two  days'  time,  if  we  can  possibly  get 
the  ground  to  stand  upon,  we  shall  assault  the  enemy's  lines  at  four  or  more 
points.  It  is  all-important  that  the  railroad  and  telegraph  wire  should  be  broken 
between  Savannah  and  Charleston,  and  the  very  best  point  is  whei'C  your  forces 
are  represented  to  be,  viz.,  near  the  Tullafinny.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  opera- 
tions here,  especially  along  the  Savannah  river,  mast  have  drawn  away  every 
man  from  that  ijuarter  that  they  conld  possibly  spare,  and  a  bold  rush  on  the 
railroad  would  probably  develop  a  weaker  force  tbere  than  is  supposed  to  be, 
or  Jt  may  be  that  you  coald  diminish  that  force,  and  nse  the  balance  in  a  small 
handy  detachment  east  of  Tullafinny,  over  about  Old  Pocotaligo.  1  merely 
throw  out  these  ideas,  and  reiterate  that  it  would  aid  us  very  much  in  this  quar- 
ter if  that  force  of  yours  be  kept  most  active,  more  especially  if  you  succeed  in 
breaking  the  railroad  and  the  telegraph  wire,  the  fiirther  toward  Charleston  the 
better.  Even  if  nothing  better  can  be  done,  let  them  whale  away  with  their 
thirty  (30)  pounder  Parrotts,  and  break  the  road  with  cannon  balls.  It  is  pos- 
sible, as  a  part  of  the  general  movement,  that  I  may  send  a  force  in  co-operation 
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with  the  navy  toward  the  Union  plank-road  from  the  direction  of  ElufFton, 
will  go  over  and  see  Vhe  admiral  again  to-morrow,  and  it  may  he  that  I  will  se 
you,  as  in  your  last  note  yon  said  that  you  would  return  again. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  CommanZing. 
Major  General  J.  G.  l''oaTKK, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  SrmtJi,  Si/ton  Mead. 


Hbaoqvartkrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tlwfield,  near  Savtmnah,  Ga.,  December  18,  1S64. 

Gkkeral;  I  wrote  you  at  length  hy  Colon et  Babeock  on  the  16tb  instant. 
As  I  therein  explained  my  parpose,  yesterday  I  made  a  demand  on  General 
Hardee  for  the  surrender  of  the  eity  of  Savannah,  and  to-day  received  his  answer 
refusing.  Copies  of  both  letters  are  herewith  enclosed.  Tou  will  notice  that  I 
claim  that  my  lines  are  within  easy  cannon  range  of  the  heart  of  Savannah,  but 
General  Hardee  claims  we  are  four  and  a  half  miles  distant.  Bat  I  myself  have 
been  to  the  intersection  of  the  Ohai-leston  and  Georgia  Central  railroad,  and  the 
throe  (3)  mile  post  ia  but  a  few  yards  beyond,  within  the  line  of  our  pickets. 
Tlie  enemy  has  no  pickets  outside  of  his  fortified  line,  which  is  a  full  quarter  of 
a  mile  within  the  three  (3)  mile  post;  and  I  have  the  evidence  of  Mr.  R.  B. 
Ouyler,  president  of  the  Georgia  Central  railroad,  who  was  a  prisoner  in  our 
hands,  that  the  mile-posts  are  measured  from  the  Exchange,  which  is  but  two 
squares  back  from  the  river.  But  hy  to-morrow  morning  I  will  have  six  (6) 
30pouiider  Parrolt's  ia  position,  and  General  Hardee  will  learn  whether  I  am 
right  or  not.  From  the  left  of  our  line,  which  is  on  the  Savannah  river,  the 
spires  can  be  plainly  seen,  but  the  country  is  so  densely  wooded  with  pine  and 
live-oak,  and  lies  so  flat,  that  we  can  see  nothing  from  any  other  part  of  oar 
lines.  General  Slocum  feels  confident  that  he  can  make  a  successful  assault  at 
one  or  tivo  pointe  in  front  of  the  20th  corjffi,  and  one  or  two  in  front  of  General 
Davis's  {14th)  corps.  But  all  of  General  Howard's  troops,  the  right  wing, 
lie  behind  the  Little  Ogeechee,  and  I  doubt  if  it  can  be  passed  by  troops  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy;  still  we  can  make  strong  feints,  and  if  I  can  get  a  sufficient 
number  of  boats  I  shall  make  a  co-operative  demonstration  up  Vernon  river  or 
Wassaw  sound.  I  should  like  very  much, indeed,  to  take  Savannah  before  coming 
to  you;  but,  as  I  wrote  to  you  before,  I  will  do  nothing  rash  or  hasty,  and  will 
embark  for  the  James  river  as  soon  as  General  Easton,  who  is  gone  to  Port 
Eoyal  for  that  purpose,  reports  to  me  that  he  has  an  approximate  number  of 
vessels  for  transportation  of  the  contemplated  force.  I  fear  even  this  will  cost 
more  delay  than  yon  anticipate,  for  already  the  movement  of  our  transports  and 
the  gunboats  has  required  more  time  than  I  had  expected.  We  have  had  dense 
fogs,  and  there  are  more  mud  banks  in  the  Ogeechee  than  were  reported,  and 
there  are  no  pilots  whatever. 

Admiral  Dahlgren  promises  to  Lave  the  channel  buoyed  and  staked;  but 
it  is  not  done  yet.  We  find  only  six  (6)  feet  water  up  to  King's  bridge  at  low 
tide,  about  ten  (10)  up  to  the  rice-mills,  and  sixteen  (16)  to  Port  McAllister. 
All  these  points  may  be  used  by  us,  and  we  have  a  good  strong  bridge  across 
Ogeechee  at  King's,  hy  which  our  wagons  can  go  to  Fort  McAllister,  to  which, 
point  1  am  sending  the  wagons  not  absolutely  necessaiy  for  daily  use,  tha 
negroes,  prisoners  of  war,  sick,  &e.,  en  route  for  Port  Eoyal. 

In  relation  to  Savannah,  you  will  remark  that  General  Hardee  refers  to  his 
still  being  in  communication  with  his  war  department.  This  language  he 
thought  would  deceive  me,  but  I  am  confirmed  in  the  belief  that  the  route  to 
which  he  refers,  namely,  the  "Union  plank  road,  on  the  South  Cai'oliaa  shore,  is 
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inadequate  to  feed  hia  army  and  the  people  of  Savannah,  for  Genera]  Foster 
assures  me  that  he  has  his  force  on  that  very  road  near  the  head  of  Broad  river, 
and  that  his  guns  command  the  railroad,  so  that  care  no  longer  rua  between 
Charleston  and  Savannah.  We  hold  this  end  of  the  Charleston  road,  aad  have 
destroyed  it  from  the  three  (3)  mile  post  hack  to  the  hridge  ahout  twelve  (13) 
miles  above. 

In  anticipation  of  leaving  this  country,  I  am  coutinuiog  the  destmctioa  of 
their  railroads,  and  at  this  moment  have  two  divisiouB  and  the  cavalry  at  work 
breaking  np  the  Gfulf  railroad  from  the  Ogeechee  to  the  Altamaha,  so  that  even 
I  do  not  .take  Savannah,  I  will  leave  it  in  a  bad  way.  But  I  still  hope  that 
events  will  give  me  time  to  take  Savannah,  even  if  I  have  to  assault  with  some 
loss.  I  am  satiaiied  that  unless  we  take  it,  the  gunboats  never  will,  for  th,ey 
can  make  no  impression  upon  the  batteries  which  guard  every  approach  from 
the  sea.  And  I  have  also  a  faint  belief  that  when  Colonel  Babcock  reaches 
you,  you  will  delay  operations  long  enough  to  enable  me  to  succeed  here.  With. 
Savannah  in  our  possession,  at  some  future  time,  if  not  now,  we  can  punish 
South  Carolina  as  she  deserves,  and  as  thouaands  of  people  in  (?eoi'gia  hope  we 
will  do. 

1  do  sincerely  believe  that  the  whole  United  States,  north  and  south,  would 
rejoice  to  have  this  army  turned  loose  on  South  Carolina,  to  devastate  that  State 
in  the  manner  we  have  done  in  Greorgia,  and  it  would  have  a  direct  aad  im- 
mediate bearing  on  your  campaign  in  Virginia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Lieut.  General  U,  S.  Gkakt, 

City  Point,   Virginia. 


Hbadquartkbs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejtdd,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Deu^mber  19,  181)4 
General:  The  general-in-chief  has  gone  to  the  bay      He  directs  me  to 
further  instruct  you  to  push  the  preparations  for  the  attack  on  the  defences  of 
Savannah  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  then  await  further  ditections  befoie  doing 
more. 

He  will  endeavor  to  get  co-operations  from  Admiral  Dahlgren  and  General 
Foster,  with  whom  he  will  confer  before  returning.  If  m  the  tnean  timp  any- 
thing should  occur  that  you  would  wish  to  communicate  to  him,  pled-.L  tj  send 
to  me  and  I  will  forward. 

I  am,  gcnenrai,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  I}AYTO'S,  Aide-de- Camp. 
Major  General  Slocoi,  Commanding  Left  Wing. 


IlEADQtIARTBRS  MiLITABY  DiVISrOM  OF  THE  MlSSISSiPP 

In  tliefielA,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  19,  1864. 
General;  The  generaMn-chief  has  gone  to  the  bay.  lie  wishes  you  to 
push  the  preparations  for  attacking  Savannah  with  all  possible  speed,  but  to 
await  orders  for  the  attack.  He  will  see  General  Foster  and  the  admiral  before 
returning,  and  will  get  co-operation  from  both  if  possible.  Should  anything 
occur  that  you  would  like  to  communicate  to  the  general,  I  will  forward  for  you. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  -DAXTO^,  Aide.-de-Camp. 
Major  General  0.  0,  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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TLnAuauARTEas  Mjlitary  Division  of  the  Misstssippi, 

In  thcjield,  near  S'avannah,  Ga.,  December  22,  1864 — 5  a.  m. 
General  :  The  general-in-chief  has  just  returned  to  hia  headquarters,  having 
been  aomewhat  delayed  on  his  way  back  from  Port  Koyal  by  high  winds.  You 
are  no  doubt  already  aware  that  the  enemy  has  evacuated  Savannah,  and  our 
tioops  are  in  full  possession  of  the  eity.  For  the  present,  however,  supplies 
will  continue  to  be  received  via  Ogeechee  river  and  the  King's  bridge  road. 
The  geueral  directs  me  to  say  that  he  wishes  you,  until  further  orders,  to  con- 
tinue to  guaid  the  depot  of  aapplies  at  King's  bridge  with  your  cavalry,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  in  connexion  with  the  brigade  of  infantry  still  remaining 
between  Big  and  Little  Ogeechee.  He  is  anxious  to  hear  as  soon  as  possible 
from  General  Mower's  force  sent  down  the  Gulf  railroad,  also  from  your  cavalry 
sent  towards  the  Altamaha,  and  desires  that  you  will  at  once  send  him  all  in- 
formation  you  have  or  may  obtain  respecting  them.  He  will  himself  go  into 
Savannah  tliis  morning,  and  remove  hia  headquarters  thither,  and  will  send  you 
further  orders  after  going  there. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

HENEr  HITOHOOOK, 

Major  and  A.  A.  G. 
Erigtidicr  General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  Georgia. 


Headciuartkrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejidd,  Savaimak,  Ga-,  Dccemher  22,  1864. 

Dear  GiiSBRAL  :  I  take  great  satisfaction  in  reporting  that  we  are  in  pos- 
session of  Savannah  and  all  ita  forts.  At  first  I  prop(.ised  to  extend  across  the 
river  above  the  city  from  Slocum's  left,  but  the  enemy  had  a  gunboat  and  ram 
heavUy  armed  that  would  have  made  the  step  extra-iiaKardous ;  also  the  sub- 
merged i-ice-fields  on  the  northeast  bank  were  impracticable.  I  then  went  to 
Hilton  Head  to  arrange  with  General  Foster  to  re-enforce  his  movement  from 
Broad  river,  bwt  before  I  had  completed  the  move  Hardee  got  hia  garrison  across 
and  off  on  the  Union  plank-road.  Our  troops  entered  at  daylight  yesterday, 
took  about  eight  hundred  (800)  prisoners,  over  one  hundred  (100)  guns,  some 
of  the  heaviest  calibj-e,  and  a  perfect  string  of  forts  from  Savannah  around  fo 
McAllister;  also  twelve  thousand  (12,000)  bales  of  cotton,  one  hundred  and 
ninety  (190)  cars,  thirteen  (13)  locomotives,  three  (3)  steamboats,  and  an  im- 
mense supply  of  shells,  shot,  and  all  kinds  of  ammunition.  There  is  a  complete 
arsenal  here,  and  much  valuable  machinery.  The  citizens  mostly  remain,  and 
the  city  is  very  quiet.  The  river  below  is  much  obstructed,  but  1  parted  with 
Admiral  Dahlgren  yesterday  at  4  p.  m.,and  he  will  at  once  set  about  removing 
them  and  opening  a  way.  The  enemy  blew  up  an  iron-clad,  the  Savannah,  a 
good  ram,  and  three  tenders,  (small  steamers.)  As  yet  we  have  made'  but  a 
partial  inventory,  but  the  above  falls  far  short  of  our  conquests.  I  have  not  a 
particle  of  doubt  but  that  we  have  secured  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  fine  guns 
with  plenty  of  ammunition. 

I  have  now  completed  my  first  step,  and  should  like  to  go  on  to  you  via 
Colunibia  and  Raleigh,  but  will  prepare  to  embark  as  soon  as  vessels  come. 
Colonel  Babcock  will  have  told  you  all,  and  you  know  better  than  anybody 
else  bow  much  better  troops  arrive  by  a  land  march  than  when  carried  by  trans- 
ports. I  will  turn  over  to  Foster  Savannah  and  all  its  out-posts,  with,  say,  one 
division  of  infantry,  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  and  plenty  of  artillery.  Hardee  h^, 
of  course,  moved  into  South  Carolina,  but  I  do  not  believe  his  Georgia  troops, 
militia  and  fancy  companies,  will  work  in  Souih  Carolina.  His  force  is  reported 
by  citizens  at  from  fifteen  to  tvtenty  thousand  (15  to  20,000.) 
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The  capture  of  Savannab,  with  the  incidental  use  of  the  rivei's,  gives  ne  a 

magnificent  position  in  this  quarter,  and  if  you  can  hold  Lee,  and  if  Thomaa  can 

continue  rs  he  did  on  the  lyth,  I  could  go  on  and  amaah.  South  Carolina  all  to 

pieces,  and  also  bre^k  up  roads  as  far  as  the  Roanoke.     But,  as  I  hefore  re- 

arked,  I  will  now  look  to  coming  to  you  as  soon  as  transpoits  are  ready.     We 

all  well  and  as  confident  as  ever. 

Tours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  C 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Gra\t, 

Com'' dg  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washingtm,  Demnber  16,  1864, 
General  t  Lieutenant  General  Grant  informs  me  that  in  his  last  despatch 
sent  to  you,  he  suggested  the  transfer  of  your  infantiy  to  Eiclimond,  He  now 
wishes  me  to  say  that  you  will  retain  your  entire  force,  at  least  for  the  present, 
and,  with  such  assistance  as  may  be  given  you  by  General  Foster  and  Admiral 
Dahlgi-en,  operate  from  sneh  base  aa  you  may  establish  on  the  coast.  General 
Foster  will  obey  such  instructions  as  may  be  given  by  you.  Should  you  have 
captured  Savannah,  it  is  thought  that  by  ti-anefei'ring  the  water-batteries  to  the  land 
side,  that  (ilace  may  be  made  a  good  depot,  and  base  for  operations  on  Augusta, 
Branchville,  or  Chaileston,  If  Savannah  should  not  be  captured,  or  if  captured 
and  not  deemed  suitable  for  diis  purpose,  perhaps  Beaufort  would  serve  as  a 
depot.  As  the  rebels  have  probably  removed  their  most  valuable  property  from 
Augusta,  perhaps  Branchville  would  be  the  most  important  point  at  which  to 
strike,  in  order  to  sever  ali  connexions  between  the  Virginia  and  the  Northwestern 
railroads.  General  Grant's  wishes,  however,  are  that  this  whole  matter  of  your 
ftiture  actions  should  be  left  entirely  to  your  diacretion. 

We  can  send  you  from  here  a  number  of  complete  batteries  of  field  artillery, 
with  or  without  horses,  aa  yon  may  desire.  Also,  as  soon  as  General  Thomas 
can  spare  them,  all  the  fragments,  convalescents  and  furloughed  men  of  your 
army.  It  is  reported  that  Thomas  defeated  Hood  yesterday,  near  Nashville, 
but  we  have  no  particulars,  nor  official  reports,  telegraphic  communications  being 
interrupted  by  a  heavy  atorm.  Our  last  advices  from  you  were  in  General  How- 
ard's note,  announcing  Iiia  approach  to  Savannah. 
Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLECIC, 
Major  General,  CIdef  of  Staff . 
Major  General  Sherman, 

Via  Udton  Head. 


Headuuartegs  of  the  Army, 

Wasliington.,  December  18,  1864. 

My  Dear  General:  Tours  of  the  13th,  by  Major  Anderson,  is  just  received. 
I  congratulate  yon  on  your  splendid  success,  and  shall  very  soon  expect  to  hear 
of  the  crowning  work  of  your  new  campaign,  in  the  capture  of  Savannah,  Your 
march  will  stand  out  prominently  aa  the  great  cue  or  this  great  war.  When 
Savannah  falls,  then  for  another  wide  awath  through  the  centre  of  the  confed- 
eracy. But  I  will  not  anticipate.  General  Grant  is  expected  here  this  morning, 
and  will  probably  write  you  his  own  views, 

I  do  not  learn  fcora  your  letter,  or  Major  Anderson,  that  you  are  ia  want  of 
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anything  which  we  have  not  provided  at  Hilton  Head.  Thinking  it  probable  that 
you  might  want  more  field  artillery,  I  had  prepared  eeveral  batteries,  hut  the 
gi'eat  difficulty  of  foraging  horses  on  the  coast  will  prevent  our  sending  any, 
unless  you  actually  need  them.  The  bay  crop  this  year  is  short,  and  the  quar- 
termaster's department  has  great  difficulty  in  procuring  a  supply  for  our  animals. 
General  Thomas  has  defeated  Hood,  near  Nashville,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he 
will  completely  crush  his  army.  Breckinridge,  at  last  accounts,  was  trying  to 
form  ajunctionnearMurfreesboro',  but  as  Thomas  is  between  them,  Breckinridge 
must  either  retreat  or  h     "■  "    '    ' 


Orders  have  been  issued  for  all  officere  and  detachments,  having  three  mnntha 
or  more  to  serve,  to  rejoin  your  army,  via  Savannah.  Thoae  having  less  than 
three  months  to  serve  will  be  retained  by  General  Thnma-s.  Shodd  you  capture 
CItarleston,  I  hope  that  by  some  accident  the  place  may  be  destroyed ;  and  if  a 
little  salt  should  be  sown  upon  its  site,  it  may  prevent  the  growth  of  future  crops 
of  nullification  and  secession. 
Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HAIXECK, 
Major  General,  Oknf  of  Stof. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  Savaii'nah. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  18,  1864. 
Mv  Dear  Ggmekal:  I  have  just  received  and  read,  I  need  not  tell  you  with 
howmucbgratification,  your  letter  to  General  Halleck.  I  congratulate  you  and 
the  brave  officers  and  men  under  your  command  on  the  successful  termination 
of  your  most  brilliant  campaign.  I  never  had  a  doubt  of  the  result.  When, 
apprehensions  for  your  safety  were  expressed  by  the  President,  I  assured  him, 
with  the  army  you  had,  and  you  in  command  of  it,  there  was  no  danger,  bat 
you  would  strike  bottom  on  salt  water  some  place.  That  I  would  not  feel  the 
same  security,  in  fact  would  not  have  intrusted  the  expedition  to  any  other  living 
commander. 

Breckinridge  is  said  to  be  making  for  Murireesboro'.  If  so,  he  is  in  a  most 
excellent  place.  Stoneman  has  nearly  wiped  out  John  Morgan's  old  command, 
and  five  days  ago  entered  Bristol.  I  did  think  the  best  thing  to  do  was  to  bring 
the  gi-eater  pan  of  your  army  here  and  wipe  out  Lee.  The  turn  ailalra  now 
seem  to  be  taking  has  shaken  toe  in  that  opioion.  I  doubt  whether  you  may 
not  accomplish  more  toward  that  result  where  you  are  than  if  brought  here, 
especially  as  1  am  informed  since  my  arrival  in  the  city  that  it  would  take  about 
two  months  to  get  you  here,  with  all  the  other  calls  there  ai-e  for  ocean  transpor- 
tation. 

I  want  to  get  your  views  on  what  ought  to  be  done  and  what  can  be  done. 
If  you  capture  the  garrison  of  Savannah,  it  certainly  will  compel  Lee  to  detach 
from  Richmond,  or  give  us  nearly  the  whole  south.  My  own  opinion  is,  Lee  is 
averse  to  going  out  of  Virginia;  and  if  the  cause  of  the  south  is  lost,  he  wants 
Richmond  to  he  the  last  place  surrendered.  If  he  has  such  views,  it  may  be 
well  to  indulge  him  until  we  get  everything  else  in  our  hands. 

Congratulating  you  and  the  army  again  upon  the  splendid  results  of  your 
campaign,  the  like  of  which  is  not  read  of  in  past  history,  I  subscribe  myself, 
more  than  ever,  if  possible,  your  friend, 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 

Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 
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HEADUDABTKltS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejidd.  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  S3,  1864. 

Dear  Genebal:  Major  Dixon  avrived  last  night,  bringing  j-ouv  letter  of  the 
10th  December,  for  which  I  am  very  much  obliged,  as  it  gives  me  a  clear  and 
distinct  view  of  the  sit«ation  of  aSiiiraat  Nashville  up  to  that  date.  I  Lave  also 
from  the  War  Department  a  copj'  of  Gfeneral  Thomas's  despatch,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  attack  on  Hood  on  tie  1 5th,  which  was  snceessful,  but  not  complete. 
I  await  further  accounts  with  anxietj',  as  Thomas's  complete  success  is  necessary 
to  vindicate  my  plana  for  this  campaign,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  my  calcula- 
tions that  Thomas  had  in  hand  {including  A.  J.  Smith's  troops)  a  force  large 
enough  to  whip  Hood  in  fair  tight  was  correct.  I  approve  of  Thomas's  allowing 
Hood  to  come  north  far  enough  to  enable  him  to  concentrate  his  own  men,  though 
I  would  have  preferred  that  Hood  should  have  been  checked  about  Columbia. 
Still,  if  Thomas  followed  up  his  success  of  the  15th,  and  gave  Hood  a  good  whal- 
ing, and  is  at  this  moment  following  him  closely,  the  whole  compaign  in  my 
division  will  be  even  move  perfect  than  the  Atlanta  campaign,  for  at  this  end  of 
the  line  I  have  realized  all  I  had  reason  to  hope  for,  except  in  the  celeaae  of  our 
prisoners,  which  was  simply  an  impossibility; 

December  24. — I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  General  Grant,  giving  .a 
detail  of  General  Thomas's  operations  up  to  the  18th,  and  I  am  gratified  beyond 
meaaure  at  the  result 

Show  this  letter  to  General  Thomas,  and  tell  him  to  consider  it  addressed  to 
him,  as  I  have  not  time  to  write  move  now.  I  want  General  Thomas  to  follow 
Hood  to  and  beyond  the  Tennessee,  and  not  to  hesitate  to  go  on  as  far  as  Co- 
lumbua,  Mississippi,  or  Selma,  Alabama,  as  I  know  that  he  will  have  no  trouble 
whatever  in  subsisting  his  army  anywhere  below  Sand  monntain  and  along  the 
Black  Warrior.  In  the  poorest  part  of  Georgia  I  found  no  trouble  in  subststiiig 
my  army  and  animals,  aome  of  my  corps  not  issuing  but  one  (1)  day's  bread 
from  Atlanta  to  Savannah. 

Keep  me  fully  adviaed  by  telegraph,  via  New  York,  of  the  situation  of  affairs 
in  Tennessee.     I  will  he  here  probably  ten  (10)  days  longer,  and  in  communication 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

"VV.  T.  SHERMAN,  Mijm-  General. 
General  J.  D.  Webster, 

Naskville,  Tennessee. 


Hkadciuarters  Military  Divisrorj  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Dece?iiber  24,  1864. 

General  :  Tour  letter  of  December  18th  ia  just  received,  I  fee!  very  much 
gratified  at  receiving  the  handsome  commendation  you  pay  my  ai-my.  I  will,  in 
general  orders,  convey  to  the  ofScers  and  men  the  euhstanee  of  your  note. 

I  am  also  gratified  that  you  have  modified  your  former  orders,  as  I  feared  that 
the  tranaportation  by  sea  would  very  much  distui'b  tbe  unity  and  Tnorale  of  my 
army,  now  so  perfect. 

The  occupation  of  Savannah,  which  I  have  heretofore  reportei^,  completes  the 
first  part  of  our  game  and  fulfils  a  great  part  of  your  instructions ;  and  I  am 
now  engaged  in  dismantling  the  rebel  forte,  which  bear  npon  the  aea  and  chan- 
nels, and  transferring  the  heavy  ordnance  and  ammunition  to  Fort  Pulaski  aud 
Hilton  Head,  where  they  can  be  more  eaaily  guarded  than  if  left  in  the  city. 

The  rebel  inner  lines  are  well  adapted  to  oar  purpoae,  and,  with  alight  modifi- 
cationa,  can  be  held  by  a  comparatively  small  foi-ce,  aud  in  about  ten  (10)  days  I 
espect  to  be  ready  to  aally  forth  again,  I  feel  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  our  future 
plans.    I  have  thought  them  over  so  long  aud  well  that  they  appear  as  clear  as 
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dajliglit.  I  left  Augusta  untouched  on  purpose,  because  tlie  enemy  will  be  'm 
doubt  as  to  my  objective  point,  after  crossing  the  Savannah  river,  whether  it  he 
Augusta  or  Charleston,  and  will  naturally  divide  hia  forces.  I  will  thea  move 
either  on  Braitehville  or  Columbia,  by  any  curved  line  that  gives  me  the  best 
supplies,  breaking  up  in  my  course  as  much  railroad  aa  possible,  then  ignoring 
Charleston  and  Augusta  both.  I  would  occupy  Colombia  and  Camden,  pausing 
there  long  enougii  to  observe  the  effect.  I  would  then  strike  for  the  Chaa-leston 
and  Wilmington  railroad,  somewhere  between  the  Santee  aad  Odpe  Fear  rivers, 
and,  if  possible,  communicate  with  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Dahlgreu  (whom  I 
find  a  most  agreeable  geatlemaa,  in  every  way  aueommodating  himself  to  our 
wishes  and  plans.)  Then  1  would  favor  Wilmington,  in  the  belief  that  Porter 
and  Butler  will  fail  in  their  present  undertaking.  Charleston  is  now  a  mere  deso- 
lated wreck,  and  is  hardly  worth  the  time  it  woiild  take  to  starve  it  out.  StUl,  I 
am  awai'e  that,  historic^ly  and  politically,  much  importance  is  attached  to  the 
place,  and  it  may  be  that,  apart  from  its  military  importance,  both  you  and  the 
ad  minis  ti'ation  would  prefer  I  shonld  give  it  more  attention ;  and  it  would  be  well 
for  yon  to  give  me  some  general  idea  on  that  subject,  as  otherwise  I  would  treat  it, 
as  I  Lave  expressed,  as  a  point  of  little  importance,  after  allits  railroads  leading 
into  the  interior  are  destroyed  or  occupied  by  ns.  Eut  on  the  hypatheaia  of 
ignoring  Chai'lestonand  taking  Wilmington,  I  would  then  favor  a  movement  direct 
on  Raleigh,  The  game  is  then  up  with  Lee,  unless  he  comes  out  of  Eiclimond, 
avoids  you  and  fighta  me,  in  which  case  I.  should  reckon  on  your  being  on  bis  heels, 

Now  that  Hood  is  nsed  up  by  Thomas,  I  feel  disposed  to  bring  the  matter  to 
an  issae  as  quick  aa  possible,  I  feel  confident  that  I  can  break  up  the  whole 
railroad  system  of  South  Carolina  and  Horth  Carolina,  and  be  on  the  Eoanoke, 
cither  at  Itaieighor  Weldon,  by  the  time  the  spring  fairly  opens;  and  if  you  feel 
confident  that  you  can  whip  Lee  outside  of  his  intreuchments,  I  feel  equally  con- 
fideat  that  I  can  handle  him  in  the  open  country. 

Ono  reason  why  I  would  ignore  Charleston  ia  (his :  That  I  believe  they 
will  reduce  the  garrison  to  a  small  force,  with  plenty  of  provisions,  and  I  know 
that  the  neck  hack  of  Charleston  can  be  made  irapregnaole  to  assault,  aud  we 
will  hardly  have  time  for  siege  operations. 

I  will  have  to  leave  in  Savannah  a  gairison,  and,  if  Thomas  caa  spare  them, 
I  would  like  to  Lave  all  detachmeuts,  convalescents,  &c.,  belonging  to  these 
lour  corps  sent  forward  at  once,  I  doa't  want  to  cripple  Thomas,  because  I 
regard  hia  operations  as  all  important,  and  I  have  ordered  iiim  to  pursue  Hood- 
down  into  Alabama,  trusting  to  the  eountiy  for  supplies. 

I  reviewed  one  of  my  corps  to-day,  and  shall  coiitiuue  to  review  the  whole 
army.  I  don't  like  to  boast,  but  I  believe  this  army  has  a  confidence  in  itself 
that  makes  it  almost  invincible.  I  wish  you  would  run  down  and  see  us ;  it 
would  have  a  good  effect,  and  would  show  to  both  armies  that  they  are  acting 
on  a  common  plan.  The  weather  is  now  cool  aud  pleasent,  aud  the  general 
health  very  good. 

Your  true  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN;  Major  General. 

Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Gramt, 

City  Foi/il,  Virginia. 


Head  QUA  RTEKS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,,  Bavannahi  December  S4,  ISSi. 
G-E.\BRAL:  Ihadtliepleasuroofreceivingyoar  two  letters  of  the  16th  and  18th 
instant  to-day,  and  I  feel  more  than  usually  flattered  by  the  high  eueomiums 
y%\\  have  passed  on  our  recent  campaign,  which  is  aow  complete  by  tlie  occupa- 
tion of  Savannah. 
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I  am  also  very  glad  that  General  Grant  has  changed  his  mind  ahont  emTjarliing 
my  troops  for  James  river,  leaving  me  free  to  make  the  bi-oad  swath  you 
describe  through  South  and  North  Carolina,  and  still  more  gratified  at  the  news 
from  Thomas  in  Tennessee,  because  it  fulfils  my  plans  which  contemplated  his 
being  fully  able  to  dispose  of  Hood  in  case  he  ventured  north  of  the  Tennessee 
river.  So  I  think,  on  tne  whole,  I  can  chuckle  over  Jeff.  Davis's  disappointment 
in  not  turning  my  Atlanta  campaign  into  a  "  Moscow  disaster," 

I  have  just  finished  a  Song  letter  to  General  Grant,  and  have  explained  to 
him  that  we  are  engaged  ia  shifting  our  base  from  the  Ogeeehee  over  to  the 
Savannah  river,  dismantling  all  the  forte  made  by  the  enemy  to  bear  upon  the 
salt-water  channels,  and  transferring  the  heavy  ordnance,  &c.,  to  Fort  Pulaski 
and  Hilton  Head,  and  in  remodelling  the  enemy's  interior  lines  to  suit  our 
future  plans  and  purposes.  I  have  also  laid  down  the  programme  of  a  cam- 
paign which  I  can  make  this  winter,  which  will  put  me  in  the  spring  on  the 
Koanoke  ia  direct  communication  with  him  on  the  James  river.  In  general 
terms,  my  plan  is  to  turn  over  to  General  Fosf«r  the  city  of  Savannah  and  to 
sally  forth  with  my  army  re-aupplied,  cross  the  Savannah,  feign  on  Charles- 
ton and  Augusta,  hut  strike  between,  breaking  en  route  the  Charleston  and 
Augusta  railroad,  also  a  large  part  ot  that  from  Branchville  and  Camden  toward 
North  Carolina,  and  then  rapidly  move  to  some  point  of  the  railroad  from 
Charleston  to  Wilmington,  between  the  Santee  and  Cape  l''ear  rivers ;  then 
communicating 'with  the  fleet  in  the  neighborhood  of  Georgetown,  I  would  turn 
upon  Wilmington  or  Charleston,  accordiag  to  the  importance  of  either ;  I  rather 
prefer  Wilmington,  aa  a  live  place,  over  Charleston,  which  is  dead  and  unim- 
portant when  its  railroad  communications  are  broken.  I  take  it  for  granted 
the  present  movement  on  Wilmington  will  fail.  If  I  should  determine  to  take 
Chai-leaton  I  would  turn  across  the  country,  (which  I  have  hnnted  over  many 
a  time,  from  Santee  to  Mount  Pleasant,)  throwing  one  wing  on  the  peninsula 
between  Ashley  and  Cooper.  After  accomplishing  one  or  the  other  of  these 
ends,  I  would  make  a  bee-line  for  Raleigh,  or  Weldon,  when  Lee  would  be 
forced  to  come  out  of  Richmond  or  acknowledge  himself  beaten.  He  would,  I 
think,  by  the  use  of  the  Danville  railroad,  throw  himself  rapidly  between  me 
and  Grant,  leaving  Richmond  ia  the  hands  of  the  latter.  This  would  not  alarm 
me,  for  I  have  an  army  which  I  think  can  manceuvre,  and  I  would  force  him  to 
attack  me  at  a  disadvantage,  always  under  the  suppoaition  that  Grant  would  be 
on  his  heels ;  and  if  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  I  could  fight  my  way  down  to 
Albemarle  sound  or  Newhera. 

I  think  the  time  has  come  now  when  we  should  attempt  the  boldest  moves, 
and  my  experience  is  that  they  are  eaaier  of  execution  than  more  timid  onea, 
because  the  enemy  is  disconcerted  by  them — aa,  for  instance,  my  recent  campaign. 

.[  \\aa  doubt  the  wisdom  of  concentration  beyond  a  certain  point,  as  the  roads 
of  this  country  limit  the  amount  of  men  that  can  be  brought  to  bear  in  any  one 
battle;  and  I  don't  believe  that  any  one  general  can  handle  more  than  sixty 
thousand  {60,000).men  in  battle. 

I  think  my  campaign  of  the  last  month,  as  well  as  every  step  I  take  from 
this  point  northward,  is  as  much  a  direct  attack  upon  Lee's  aj-my  as  though  I 
were  operating  within  the  sound  of  his  artillery. 

I  am  very  anxious  that  Thomas  should  follow  up  his  success  to  the  very  utter- 
most point.  My  orders  to  him  before  I  left  Kingston  were,  after  beating  Hood, 
to  follow  him  as  far  aa  Columbus,  Mississippi,  or  Selma,  Alabama,  both  of  which 
lie  ia  districts  of  country  which  I  know  to  be  rich  in  com  and  meat. 

I  attach  more  importance  to  theae  deep  incisions  into  the  enemy's  counti-y, 
because  this  war  dlffera  from  European  wars  in  thia  pat-tienlar — we  aie  not  only 
fighting  hoatile  armies  hut  a  hostile  people,  and  must  make  old  and  young, 
rich  and  poor,  feel  the  hard  hand  of  war,  as  well  aa  their  organized  armies.  I 
know  that  this  recent  movement  of  mine  through  Georgia  has  had  a  wonderful 
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effect  in  this  respect.  Thousands  wlio  had  been  deceived  by  their  lying  papera 
into  tLe  belief  that  we  were  being  whipped  all  the  time,  realized  the  troth,  and 
have  no  appetite  for  a  repetition  of  the  same  experience.  To  be  sure,  Jeff. 
Davis,  has  his  people  under  a  pretty  good  shape  of  dicipline,  hut  I  think  faith 
ia  liini  is  much  shtiken  in  Georgia,  and  I  think  before  we  are  done  South  Oaroiina 
will  not  be  quite  so  tempestaous. 

I  will  bear  in  mind  youi  hint  as  to  Charleston,  and  don't  think  "  salt "  will  be 
necessary.  When  I  move  the  15th  corps  will  be  on  the  right  of  the  right  wing, 
and  their  position  will  bring  them  naturally  into  Charleston  first ;  and  if  you  have 
watched  the  history  of  that  corps,  you  will  have  remarked  that  they  generally 
do  their  work  up  pretty  well.  The  truth  is,  the  whole  army  is  burning  with  au 
insatiable  desire  to  wi-eak  vengeance  iipou  South  Oaroiina.  I  almost  tremble 
at  her  fate,  but  feel  that  she  deserves  all  that  seems  in  store  for  her.  Many  and 
many  a  person  in  Georgia  aslied  me  why  we  did  not  go  to  South  Oaroiina;  and 
when  I  answered  that  I  was  en,  route  for  that  State,  the  invariable  reply  was, 
"  Well,  if  you  will  make  those  people  feel  the  severities  of  war,  we  will  pardon 
you  for  your  desolation  of  Georgia." 

I  look  upon  Columbia  as  quite  as  bad  as  Charleston,  and  I  doubt  if  we  shall 
spare  l^e  public  buildings  there  as  we  did  at  Milled geville. 

I  have  been  so  bnsy  lately  that  I  have  not  yet  made  my  official  report,  and 
think  I  had  better  wait  until  I  get  ray  subordinate  reports  before  attempting  it, 
as  I  am  anxious  to  explain  clearly  not  only  the  reasons  for  every  step,  but  the 
amount  of  execution  done,  and  this  I  caunot  do  until  I  get  the  subordinate  reports ; 
for  we  marched  the  whole  distance  in  four  or  more  columns,  and  of  course  I 
could  only  be  present  with  one,  and  generally  that  one  engaged  in  destroying 
railroads.  This  work  of  destruction  was  performed  better  than  usual,  because 
I  had  an  engineer  regiment  provided  with  claws  to  twist  the  bars  after  being 
heated.  Such  bars  can  never  oe  used  again ;  and  the  only  way  in  which  a 
railroad  line  can  be  i-e constructed  across  Georgia  is  to  make  a  new  road  fi;om 
Pairburn  station,  twenty-four  (2i)  miles  southwest  of  Atlanta,  to  Madison,  a 
distance  of  one  hundred  (100)  miles,  and  before  that  can  he  done  I  propose  to 
be  on  the  road  from  Augusta  to  Charleston,  which  is  a  continuation  of  the  same. 

I  felt  somewhat  disappointed  at  Hardee's  escape  from  me,  but  really  am  not 
to  blame.  I  moved  as  quick  as  possible  to  close  up  the  "  Union  causeway," 
but  intervening  obstacles  were  such  that  before  I  could  get  my  troops  on  the 
road  Hardee  had  slipped  out.  Still,  I  know  that  the  men  that  were  in  Savannah 
will  be  lost,  in  a  measure,  to  Jeff.  Davis,  for  the  Georgia  troops  under  G.  W. 
Smith  declared  they  would  not  fight  in  South  Carolina,  and  they  have  gone 
north,  en  route  for  Augusta;  aud  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  North  Oaroiina 
troops. have  gone  to  Wilmington  ;  in  other  words,  they  are  scattered.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  Beauregard  was  present  in  Savannah  at  the  time  of  its 
evacuation,  and  I  think  that  he  and  Hardee  are  now  in  Charleston,  doubtless 
making  preparations  for  what  tliey  suppose  will  be  my  next  step. 

Please  say  to  the  President  that  I  received  his  kind  message  through  Colonel 
Marklaud,  and  feel  thankful  for  bis  high  favor.  If  I  disappoint  him  in  the 
future,  it  shall  not  be  from  want  of  zeal  or  love  to  the  cause. 

Of  you  I  expect  a  full  and  frank  criticism  of  my  plans  for  the  future,  which 
may  enable  me  to  correct  errors  before  it  is  too  late,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  rash, 
but  want  to  give  my  rebel  friends  no  chance  to  accuse  us  of  want  of  enterprise 
or  courage. 

Assuring  yon  of  my  high  personal  respect,  I  remain,  as  ever,  youi-  friend, 
W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 


Major  General  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  WasJtington 


Major  General. 
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Heaihiuartebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississipn, 

In  the  field.  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  28,  1864. 
Genti,eme:j  :  I  have  a  copy  of  the  reaolutions  adopted  by  you.  Tlipy  are 
surely  strong  enough  and  patnotic  enough.  I  will  aid  you  all  that  is  possible, 
aud  do  all  in  my  power  to  encourage  you  and  to  defend  you  in  your  course.  I 
do  think  we  have  been  at  war  long  enough  for  tiuth  to  reveal  itself.  We 
are  fellow-countrymen,  and  bound  by  every  principle  of  honor  and  honesty  to 
maintain  and  defend  the  "  Union  "  given  ua  by  Washington,  and  that  is  all  I 
aim  at ;  and  the  moment  Georgia  reanmes  her  place  in  the  Union,  and  sends  her 
representatives  to  Congress,  she  is  at  once  at  peace,  and  all  tlie  laws,  both  na- 
tional and  State,  are  revived.  It'  you  will  stay  at  home  quietly  and  call  hack 
your  sons  and  neighbors  to  resume  their  peaceful  purauita,  I  will  promise  you 
ammunition  to  protect  yoorselvesliad  property.  If  rebel  soldiers  do  anyof  yoa 
violence  I  will  retaliate ;  and  if  you  will  bring  yow  produce  to  Savannah  I  will 
jause  it  to  be  pi-otecled  in  fraaeitu  and  allow  it  to  be  sold  in  market  to  the 
liighest  bidder,  and  our  commissary  will  bny  your  cattle,  bogs,  sheep,  &c. 

It  would  be  well  to  form  a  league  and  to  adopt  some  common  certificate,  so 

that  our  ofEcers  and  soldiers  may  distinguish  between  you  and  open  rebels.     I 

will  be  glad  to  confer  with  any  of  your  people,  and  will  do  all  tliat  is  fair  to 

encourage  you  to  i-ecover  the  peace  aud  prosperity  you  enjoyed  before  the  wai-. 

1  am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  General, 
Messrs.  P.  J.  Sta>'fiei.t>,  A.  J.  Pagitt,  and  others, 

(if  Liberty  and  Talnall  Cowiitie»,  Georgia. 


■  Headquarteks  Military  Divisioi?)  of  the  MississU'fi, 

In  the  field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  §9,  1864. 
General;  I  have  read  with  pleasure  your  report  just  received,  as  well  as 
those  of  your  brigade  commanders, 

I  beg  to  !^snre  you  that  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  under  yom-  command 
have  been  skilfnl  and  eminently  successful.  As  yon  correctly  state  in  your 
report,  you  handsomely  feigned  on  Forsyth  and  Macon,  afterwards  did  all  that 
was  possible  towards  the  rescue  of  our  prisoners  at  Millen,  which  failed  simply 
because  the  prisoners  were  not  there ;  and  I  will  hei'e  atate  (that  yon  may  have 
it  over  my  signature)  that  you  acted  wisely  aud  well  in  drawing  back  from 
Wheeler  to  Louisville,  as  I  bad  insti'ucted  you  not  to  risk  your  cavaliy  command. 
And  subseijuently,  at  Thomas's  station,  Waynesboro',  and  Brier  creek,  you 
whipped  a  superior  cavalry  force,  and  took  from  Wheeler  all  chaace  of  boasting 
over  you.  But  the  fact  that  to  you,  ia  a  great  measure,  we  owe  the  march  of 
four  strong  columns  of  infantry,  with  heavy  trains  and  wagons,  over  three  hnn- 
died  (300)  miles  through  an  enemy's  country,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  wagon, 
and  without  the  annoyance  of  cavalry  dashes  on  our  flanks,  is  honor  enough  for 
any  cavalry  commander. 

1  will  i-etain  your  report  for  a  few  days  thai  I  may,  in  my  report,  use  some  of 
your  statiKtica,  and  then  will  forward  it  to  the  War  Department,  when  I  will 
indorse  your  recommendations,  and  make  such  others  as  I  may  eoneider  necessary 
and  proper. 

i  am,  truly,  your  friend, 

■  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Ooirtmanding. 
Brigarljer  General  JuDSO^^  KiLPATiiiCK, 

Co7nmar.dmg  Cavalry  DivUii/n,  Army  of  Georgia. 
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HEAOatlARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THR  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  Jield,  Savannah,  Ga.,  Decmnhcr  31,  1864. 

General:  The  steamer  leaves  with  the  mail  this  afternoon  at  5  p.  m.  I 
write  ouly  to  say  that  since  my  last  to  yon  there  is  aothiug  of  impoitance  to 
communicate.  The  city  is  perfectly  quiet  and  orderly.  The  tnpraj  appear  to 
be  making  preparations  to  receive  us  over  in  South  Carolina.  As  soon  as  I  can 
accumulate  a  sufficient  surplus  of  forage  and  provisions  to  load  my  wagons  I 
shall  be  ready  to  start.  We. find  the  Savannah  river  more  obstructed  than  we 
expected.  It  is  filled  with  crib-works  loaded  with  paving- stones,  making  mud 
islaads,  with  narrow,  tortuous  and  difBcnlt  channels.  All  oii'r  stores  have  to  ho 
lightered  up  from  the  aliip's  anchorage  about  Tyhee. 

I  have  been  engaged  in  reviewing  my  troops,  and  feel  a  just  pride  in  their  fine 
soldierly  condition  and  perfect  eqiiipment. 

I  pi-opoae  at  once  to  make  lodgements  iu  South  Cai-oliua  about  Port  Royat, 
opposite  this  city,  aad  np  about  Sister's  feny.  When  all  is  ready,  I  can  feign 
at  one  or  more  places  and  cross  at  the  other ;  after  which  my  movements  will  be 
governed  by  those  of  the  enemy,  and  such  instnictions  as  I  may  receive  from 
Lieuteaant  Gfeneral  Grant  before  stm-ting.  I  do  not  think  I  can  employ  better 
strategy  than  I  have  hitherto  done,  namely,  make  a  good  ready,  and  then  move 
rapidly  to  mj  objective,  avoiding  a  battle  at  points  where  I  would  be  encum- 
bered by  wounded,  but  striking  boldly  aad  quickly  when  my  objective  is  reached. 

I  will  give  due  heed  and  encouragements  to  all  peace  movements,  but  conduct 
war  38  though  it  could  ouly  terminate  with  the  destraction  of  the  enemy  and  tlie 
occupation  of  all  his  strategic  points. 

The  weather  is  fine,  the  air  cool  and  bracing,  and  my  experience  in  this 
latitude  convinces  me  that  I  may  safely  depend  on  two  good  months  for  field 

I  await  your  and  General  Grant's  answer  to  my  proposed  plan  of  operations 
before  taking  any  steps  indicative  of  future  movements.  I  should  like  to  receive, 
before  starting,  the  detachments  left  behind  in  Tennessee  belong^g  to  these  four 
corps ;  and  it  would  be  eminently  proper  that  General  Foster  should  be  re-en- 
forced by  about  five  thousand  (5,000)  men,  to  enable  him  to  hold  Savamiah 
without  calling  upon  me  to  leave  him  one  of  my  old  divisions,  which  is  too 
valuable  in  the  field  to  be  left  behind  ia  garrison. 

I  would  also  deem  it  wise  so  far  to  respect  the  prejudices  of  the  people  of 
Savannah  as  not  to  garrison  the  place  with  negro  troops.  It  seems  a  perfect 
bugbear  to  them,  and  I  know  that  all  people  are  more  influenced  by  prejudice 
than  by  re^on. 

The  army  continues  in  the  best  of  health  and  spirits,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
habits  begotten  during  our  rather  vaiidalic  march,  its  behavior  in  Savannah  has 
excited  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  all. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  very  truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  H.  "W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C. 


HEAoauARTERS  Military  Division  of  thr  Mississippi, 

In  the  feid.  Savannah,  G-a.,  December  31,  1S64. 
Genekal  :  Tour  note  enclosing  Mr.  Cohen's  of  this  date  is  received,  and 
inswer  frankly  through  you  his  inquiriee. 

First,  No  one  can  practice  law  as  an  attorney  in  the  United  States  withou 
Lcknowledging  the  supremacy  of  our  government.     If  I  am  not  in  error,  ai 
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attorney  ie  as  mwch  an  officer  of  the  court  aa  the  clerk,  and  it  ivotild  be  a  novel 
thing  in  a  goYemmont  to  have  a  court  to  administer  law  that  denied  the  supremacy 
of  tlie  government  itself. 

Second.  No  one  will  he  allowed  the  privileges  of  a  merchant;  or,  rather,  to 
trade  is  a  privilege  which  no  one  should  seek  of  the  government  without  in  like 
maimer  aekno^ivledging  its  supremacy. 

Third.  If  Mr,  Cohen  remains  in  Savannah  as  a  denizen,  liis  property,  real  and 
personal,  will  not  be  disturbed,  unless  its  temporary  use  be  necessary  for  the 
militaiy  authoritiep  of  the  city.  The  title  to  property  will  not  be  disturbed  in 
any  event  until  adjudicated  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Fourth.  If  Mr.  Cohen  leaves  Savannah  under  my  Special  Order  No.  143,  it 
is  a  public  acknowledgmeat  that  he  "  adheres  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  States," 
and  aU  his  property  becomes  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  But,  as  a  matter 
of  favor,  he  will  he  allowed  to  carry  with  him  clothing  and  furniture  for  the  use 
of  himself,  his  family,  and  servants,  and  will  he  transported  within  the  enemy's 
lines,  but  not  by  way  of  fort  Koyal. 

These  rules  will  apply  to  all  people,  and  from  them  no  exceptions  will  be  made. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 

Mjijor  General  F.  P.  Blair, 

Co-mmandiTig  Vlth  Army  Corps. 


IlEAriauABTEits  Military  DlVlSIO^  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 

Dear  Admiral  :  Captain  Breese  has  this  moment  arrived  with  your  letter 
of  Decembeij  29,  and  I  assure  you  it  does  my  heart  good  to  feel  that  I  am  once 
more  near  you.     I  hope  soon  we  will  meet  again  in  person. 

I  have  already  submitted  to  Generals  Halleck  and  Grant  a  plan  for  a  cam- 
paign which  will  bring  my  whole  army  to  Wilmington,  which  I  know  I  can 
take  as  easily,  if  not  more  so,  than  Savannah.  I  do  not  think  you  can  take 
■  those  shore-batteries  with  your  gunboats,  or  do  more  than  drive  the  gunners  to 
the  cover  of  their  bomb-prooJs.  I  have  examined  carefully  many  of  the  forts 
about  Savannah,  and  find  them  so  well  covered  by  traverses  and  bomb-proof 
shelters  that  yon  might  blaze  away  at  them  for  a  month,  from  the  direction  of 
the  sea  channels,  without  materially  harming  them.  I  have  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, from  what  you  say,  that  Butler's  men  ought  to  have  taken  Fort  Fisher  in 
about  three  minutes,  for  its  bomb-proofs  cannot  possibly  shelter  more  than  two 
hundred  men,  who  would  be,  as  you  say,  crouching  in  a  defenceless  position 
as  against  an  attacking  force.  But  even  ^ter  you  have  got  Fisher,  then  eomes 
Caswell,  Fort  Johnson,  and,  I  suppose,  a  string  of  forts  all  the  way  back  to  Wil- 
mington. Now,  I  propose  to  march  my  whole  army  through  South  Carolina, 
tearing  up  railroads  and  smashing  things  generally ;  feign  on  Charleston,  and 
rapidly  come  down  on  Wilmington  from  the  rear,  taking  all  their  works  in  re- 
verse. I  submitted  this  plan  to  General  Grant  on  the  24th,  and  shall  expect 
his  answer  very  soon,  and  will  be  ready  to  start  the  moment  I  can  replenish  my 
wagons  with  bread,  sugar,  coffee,  &c. 

At  present  the  Savannah  river  is  badly  obstructed  by  heavy  cribs  filled  with 
cobblestones,  which  have  served  to  make  islands  of  mud  and  sand,  leaving 
nari-ow,  diiScuIt,  and  tortuous  channels  between.  Through  these  channels  all 
our  stores  have  to  be  brought  in  launches  and  light-draught  boats,  of  which  we 
have  an  inadequate  number,  so  that  thus  far  we  barely  get  enough  for  daily 
consnmption.  But  all  hands  are  hard  at  work,  and  I  hope  by  the  10th  of  Jan- 
uary to  get  enough  ahead  to  load  our  wagons  and  be  ready  to  start.     It  will 
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take  some  time  for  me  to  reach  Wilmington,  but  I  am  certain  that  mine  ia  the 
only  mode  by  which  the  place  can  be  taken  effectually. 

My  army  ia  a  good  one,  but  not  large  enough  to  make  detachments  from. 
I  had  to  leave  with  Thomas  enough  meu  to  whip  Hood,  and  have  written  to 
General  Gi"ant  to  send  to  Foeter  enough  men  to  hold  Savannah  while  I  move 
with  my  entire  force. 

It  ia  very  important  that  I  should  have  two  or  more  points  along  the  coast 
where  1  can  communicate  with  you,  and  where  I  could  have  some  spare  ammu- 
nitioa  and  provisions  in  reserve,*  say  Bull's  bay,  Georgetown,  and  Masonboro.' 

I  thiok,  when  you  come  to  consider  my  position,  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  my  proposition  is  better  than  to  undertake  to  reduce,  in  detail,  the  forte 
about  Wilmington;  and  you  can  so  manreovre  as  to  hold  a  large  portion  of  the 
enemy  to  the  sea-coast  while  I  ravage  the  interior ;  aad  when  I  do  make  my 
appearance  on  the  coast  we  will  make  short  work  of  them  all, 

I  have  shown  to  Captain  Breese  my  letters  to  Grant  and  Halleck,  and  will 
explain  to  him  fully  everything  that  will  interest  you,  and  as  soon  as  I  can  hear 
from  General  Grant,  will  send  a  steamer  to  you  advising  you  of  the  time  of 
starting.  I  rather  fear,  however,  that  the  President's  anxiety  to  take  Charles- 
ton may  induce  Grant  to  order  me  to  operate  against  Charleston  rather  than 
Wilmiagton,  though  I  much  prefer  the  latter. — Charleston  being  a  dead  cock 
in  the  pit  altogether. 

I  am,  moat  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 

Admiral  D.  D.  Poktbr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Headquarters  Armies  op  the  "United  Status, 

Oily  Point,  Va.,  December  26,  18G4. 
Geskhal:  Tour  very  interesting  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  brought  by  the 
hands  of  Major  Gray,  of  General  Poster's  staff,  is  just  at  hand. 

As  the  major  starts  back  at  once,  I  can  do  no  more  at  present  than  simply 
acknowledge  its  recefpt.     The  capture  of  Savannah,  with  ita  immense  stores, 
must  tell  upon  the  people  of  the  south.     Ail  well  here. 
Tours,  troly, 

U.  S.  GRAXT,  Lieutenant  General. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Bavannah,  Georgia. 


Hbadudarters  Armies  of  the  "United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  Deeemler  27,  1864. 

General  :  Before  writing  you  definite  instructions  for  the  next  campaign  I 
wanted  to  receive  your  answer  to  my  letter  written  from  Washington.,  Tear 
confidence  in  being  able  to  march  up  aad  join  this  army  pleases  me,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  can  be  done.  The  effect  of  such  a  campaign  will  be  to  disorganize  the 
South,  and  prevent  the  organization  of  new  annies  from  their  broken  fragments. 
Hood  is  now  retreating  with  his  army  broken  and  demoralized.  His  loss 
in  men  h^  probably  not  been  fat  from  20,000  besides  deserters.  If  time  is 
given,  the  fragments  may  he  collected  together,  and  many  of  the  deserters  reas- 
sembled. If  we  can  we  should  act  to  pi-eveat  this.  Tour  spare  army,  as  it 
were,  moving  as  proposed,  will  do  this. 

In  addition  to  holding  Savannah,  it  looks  to  me  that  an  intrenched  camp 
ought  to  be  held  on  the  railroad  between  Savannah  aad  Chm-lestou.     Tour 
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toovements  towards  Brancbville  will  probably  enable  Foster  to  reach  tbis  witli 
hia  own  force.  This  will  give  us  a  position  in  the  south  from  which  we  can 
thveaten  the  interior  without  marching  over  long,  narrow  causeways,  easily  de- 
fended, as  we  have  heretofore  been  compelled  to  do.  Could  not  such  a  camp 
be  eetablisbed  about  Pocotaligo  or  Ooosawhatchie  1 

I  have  thought  that,  Hood  being  so  completely  wiped  out  for  present  harm,  I 
might  bring  A.  J.  Smith  here  with  from  ten  thousand  to  fifteen  thousand.  With 
this  increase  I  could  hold  my  lines,  and  move  out  with  a  greater  force  than  Lee  baa. 
It  would  compel  him  to  retain,  all  his  present  force  in  the  defences  of  Richmond 
or  abandon  them  enth'ely.  This  latter  contingency  is  probably  the  only  dan- 
ger to  the  easy  success  of  your  expedition,  lu  the  event  you  should  meet  Lee'a 
army  you  would  be  compelled  to  beat  it  or  find  the  sea-coast.  Of  eonrae  I  shall 
not  let  Lee's  army  escape  if  I  can  help  it,  and  will  not  let  it  go  -without  follow- 
ing it  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Without  waiting  further  directions,  then,  you  may  make  preparations  to  start 
on  your  northern  expedition  without  delay.  Break  up  the  raili-oads  in  South 
and  North  Carolina,  and  join  the  armies  operating  against  Kichmond  as  soon 

I  will  leave  out  all  suggestions  about  the  route  you  should  take,  knowing  that 
yonr  infonnation,  gained  daily  in  the  progress  of  events,  will  be  better  than  any 
that  can  be  obtained  now.  It  may  not  be  possible  for  you  to  march  to  the  rear  of 
Peterabui-g;  but  failing  in  this,  yo«  could  strike  eitlier  of  the  sea-coast  ports  in 
North  Carolina  held  by  ns.  From  there  you  could  easily  take  shipping.  It  would 
be  decidedly  preferable,  however,  if  you  could  march  the  whole  distance.  From 
the  beat  information  I  have  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  supplying  your  army 
until  you  cross  the  Koanoke.  From  there  here  is  but  a  few  days'  march,  and 
supplies  could  be  collected  south  of  the  river  to  bring  you  through.  I  shall  es- 
tablish communication  with  you  there  by  steamboat  and  gunboat.  By  tlii^.! 
means  your  wanta  can  be  partially  supplied. 

I  shall  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon,  and  to  liear  your  plan,  and  about  the 
time  of  starting. 

Please  inatruct  Foster  to  hold  on  to  all  the  property  captured  in  Savannah, 
and  especially  the  cotton.  Do  not  turn  it  over  to  citizens  or  treasury  agents 
without  orders  of  the  War  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieuienani  General. 

Major  General  W.  T.  Shrrmapi-, 

Commanding  Military  DiviHon  of  ike  Mississi]ppi. 


HEADdUABTEElS  MiLlTAEY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Jffl  ike  field.  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  2,  1865. 

General  :  I  have  received  by  the  hands  of  General  Barnard  your  note  of 
2oth,  and  letter  of  27th  December. 

I  herewith  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  projet  which  I  have  this  morning,  in 
strict  confidence,  discussed  with  my  immediate  commanders.  I  shall  need,  how- 
fiver,  larger  suppliea  of  stoi-es,  especially  grain.  I  will  enclose  to  you  with 
this  letters  from  General  Eastou,  quartermaster,  and  Colonel  Beckwith,  com- 
missary of  subsiatence,  setting  forth  what  will  be  required,  and  trust  you  wOl 
forward  them  to  Washington,  with  your  sanction,  so  that  the  necessary  steps 
may  be  taken  at  once  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  this  plan  on  time.  I  wrote  you 
very  fully  on  the  24th,  and  have  nothing  to  add  to  that  Everything  here  is 
quiet,  and  if  I  can  get  the  necessary  supplies  in  my  wagons  I  shall  be  ready  to 
start  at  the  time  indicated  in  my  projet,  (January  15.)  But  until  those  sup- 
plies are  in  hand  I  can  do  nothing ;  ^ter  they  are  I  shall  be  ready  to  move  with 
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great  rapidity.  1  Lave  heard  of  the  affair  at  Cape  Fear  ;  it  has  turned  out  as  you 
wiil  remember  I  expected.  I  hare  furnished  General  Easton  a  copy  of  the  de- 
spatch from  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  will  retain  poBaoEBion  of  all  cotton 
here,  and  ship  it  as  fast  aa  vessels  can  be  had  to  New  York.  I  shall  immedi- 
ately send  the  17th  corps  over  to  Port  Eoyal,  by  boats  furnished  by  Admiral 
Dahlgreii  and  General  Foster,  without  interfering  with  Genei-al  Easton 's  vessels, 
to  make  a  lodgement  on  the  railroad  at  Pocotaligo. 

General  Barnard  will  remain  with  me  a  few  days,  and  I  shall  send  this 
by  a  staff  officer,  who  can  return  on  one  of  the  fesaels  of  the  supply  fleet.  I 
suppose  that  now  General  Butler  lias  got  through  with  them,  yoti  can  spare 
them  to  us. 

My  report  of  recent  opei-atious  is  nearly  ready,  and  will  be  sent  on  in  a  day 
or  twb,  as  soon  as  some  further  subordinate  reports  come  in. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN,  Maj^^-  General. 

Lieut.  General  U.  8.  Gkaxt,  CUy  Point. 


Executive  Maivston, 
Washington,  December  26,  1864. 
My  Dear  General  Sherman:  Many,  many  thanks  for  your  Christmas  gift, 
the  capture  of  Savannah,  When  you  were  about  leaving  Atlanta  for  the  Atlan- 
tic coast,  I  was  anxious,  if  not  fearful;  but  feeling  that  you  were  the  better 
judge,  and  remembering  that  "nothing  risked,  nothing  gained,"  I  did  not  inter- 
fere. Now,  the  undertaking  being  a  success,  the  honor  is  all  yours ;  for  I  believe 
none  of  us  went  farther  than  to  acquiesce.  And  taking  the  work  of  General 
Thomas  ioto  the  count,  as  it  shoald  be  taken,  it  is  indeed  a  great  success.  Not 
only  does  it  afford  the  obvious  and  immediate  military  advantages,  but,  in  show- 
ing to  the  world  that  your  army  could  be  divided,  putting  the  stronger  part  to 
an  important  new  service,  and  yet  leaving  enough  to  vamjuish  the  old  opposing 
force  of  the  whole — Hood's  army — it  brings  those  who  sat  in  darkriess  to  aee  a 
groat  light.  But  what  next?  I  suppose  it  will  be  safer  if  I  leave  General  Grant 
and  yourself  to  decide. 

Please  make  my  grateful  acknowledgments  to  your  whole  army,  oiBcera  and 
men. 

Tours,  very  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Savannah,  January  6,  1365. 
Dear  Si  it:  I  am  gratified  at  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  December  26,  at  the 
liands  of  General  Logan,  especially  to  observe  that  you  appreciate  the  division 
I  made  of  my  army,  and  that  each  part  was  duly  proportioned  to  its  work. 
The  motto,  "Nothing  veature,  nothing  win,"  which  you  refer  to,  is  moat  appro- 
priate, and  should  I  venture  too  much,  and  happen  to  lose,  I  shall  bespeak  your 
charitable  inference. 

I  am  i-eady  for  the  "great  next"  as  aoon  as  I  can  complete  certain  prelimi- 
naries, and  learn  of  General  Grant  his  and  your  preferences  of  intermediate  "  ob- 
iectives." 

With  great  reapect,  your  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
His  Excellency  President  Lincoln,  Washington. 
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Headqi'arters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Savannah,  January  16,  1865. 
General:  I  have  your  reports  of  Saturday  and  yesterday,  and  am  glad  you 
got  tbe  position  of  PocotaJigo  bo  cheaply.  It  is  of  great  value  to  ns  iu  the  future, 
aad  I  wish  you  to  have  it  thoroughly  strengthened,  and  all  water  channels  to 
its  south  aad  east  reconnoitred.  Don't  seem  to  feel  up  the  peninsnla,  bat 
rather  towards  the  Salkehatciiie.  Go  on  and  accumulate  supplies  and  stores, 
and  get  ready,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  sally  forth  with  your  whole  wing,  supplied  . 
as  well  as  possible.  I  have  ordered  Slocnm  to  push  one  division  to  Hardeeville 
and  Purysburg,  and  to  opeu  up  communication  with  yoa.  I  will  try  and  get 
Davis  started  by  Wednesday,  but  cannot  hear  of  the  troops  from  Baltimore,  to 
relieve  Geary  here.  I  will  not  move  from  Pocotaligo  till  we  get  a  good  supply 
in  onr  wagons,  as  that  is  the  great  poiat. 
Truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAW, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing,  Beaufort. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ihefield.  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  16,  1865. 

General:  Since  my  letter  of  this  moiiiing,  I  have  oiBcial  reports  from  Gen- 
enal  Howai'd,  commanding  right  wing.  He  crossed  from  Beaufort  island  on 
Saturday,  the  I4th,  by  Port  Royal  ferry,  to  the  main  land,  with  the  17th  corps, 
General  Blair,  and  marched  for  Pocotaligo.  They  encountered  the  enemy  near 
Garden's  corner,  but  soon  outflanked  him  and  followed,  dislodging  him  from 
position  to  position,  till  he  took  refuge  in  a  strong  fort  at  Pocotaligo.  This  is 
described  as  a  well-constructed  enclosed  work,  pierced  for  twenty-four  (24)  guns, 
and  the  approaches  covered  by  the  peculiar  salt-marsh  points  that  guard  this 
coast.  Night  overtook  the  command  there,  and  Sunday  morning  the  enemy 
was  gone.  Howard  expresses  great  satisfaction  thereat,  as  it  was  Sunday,  and 
it  saved  him  an  assault  which  might  have  cost  him  some  valuable  lives.  As  it 
was,  he  lost  Lieutenant  Chandler,  of  Geaeral  Jjeggett's  staff,  killed,  and  Captain 
Kellogg,  of  General  Giles  A.  Smith's  staff,  wounded.  He  writes  that  eight  or 
ten  wUl  cover  his  loss.  He  reports  three  guns  captured  at  Garden's  corner. 
We  are  therefore  now  in  possession  of  good  high  ground  on  the  railroad  at  Po- 
cotaligo, with  a  good  road  back  twenty-five  (25)  miles  to  Beaufort. 

I  will  order  Howard  to  forage  toward  Chai-leston,  hut  proceed  to  get  my  array 
and  trains  across,  and  can  start  north  the  moment  I  can  get  my  wagons  loaded. 

The  weather  at  sea  has  been  so  stormy  that  vessels  are  behind,  and  it  has 
been  touch  and  go  to  get  daily  food.  I  have  ordered  Slocum  to  push  a  division 
up  to  Hardeeville  and  Purysburg,  and  think  I  can  use  the  Savannah  river  up  to 
that  point.  We  are  hard  at  work  corduroying  the  roads  across  the  rice-fields 
by  the  Union  causeway. 

The  Secretary  told  me  I  would  surely  receive  four  thousand  (4,000)  men 
from  Baltimore,  to  garrison  Savannah.     They  ai'e  not  heard  of  here  yet. 
Years,  truly. 


Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 
City  Point,  T 


W.  T.  SHEEMAS, 

Major  General. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

La  the  field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  17,  1865. 

Deak  Admiral;  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  January  12, 
■with  the  roll  of  maps,  for  which  I  am  much  obliged,  and  I  hope  yon  will  succeed 
at  Pisher,  as  it  will  set  free  mach  of  your  fleet  for'  other  purposes ;  hut  if  Terry 
does  not  assault,  be  should  occupy  the  peninsula  at  tlie  narrow  neck  represented 
on  the  map,  about  four  miles  north  of  Fisher,  with  a  strong  line  lookiug  to  the 
rear,  and  a  battery  of  20-pounder  Parrotts  eommandiag  tlie  channel  of  Cape 
Fear  river.  I  know  that  the  enemy  would  not  natiirally  keep  in  Fort  Fisher 
to  exceed  five  or  sis  hundred  (500  or  600)  men,  and  they  could  be  held  there; 
still,  if  he  takes  it,  it  settles  that  matter,  and  the  majority  of  his  tjoops  could 
rctum  to  Grant,  or  re-enforce  Newbem,  and  work  ont  towards  Kingston. 

I  wiil  send  my  railroad  man,  W.  W.  Wright,  tip  to  Newbern,  and  can  send 
any  number  of  cars  and  locomotives,  so  that  we  can  use  that  road  back  to  Kicgs- 
ton  and  Goldsboro'.     We  have  here  also  a  good  deal  of  railroad  iron. 

Pursuant  to  my  plan,  the  17th  corps  got  Pocotaligo  and  the  railroad  on  the 
ISth,  and  I  would  now  he  in  motion  for  E  ranch  ville  and  Orangeburg,  onlystores 
have  been  delayed  by  the  storms  of  the  past  mouth.  But  the  possession  of  Po- 
cotaligo and  road  back  to  Beaufort,  as  also  from  here  forward  to  Hardeeville, 
gives  us  a  clear  start,  and  I  will  be  off  as  soon  as  I  can  get  bread  enough  to 
load  my  wagons. 

The  division  of  Grover,  sent  by  Grant  to  hold  Savannah,  has  begun  to  arrive, 
so  I  can  take  with  me  my  entire  ai^my. 

I  have  studied  the  maps  well,  and  like  the  appearance  of  Newborn  and  Golds- 
boro',  and  would  like  Newborn  held  with  all  tenacity.  If  Lee  sees  the  points, 
he  may  try  to  checkmate  me  there;  and  if  you  have  anything  to  do  with  it, 
hold  fast  to  Newbem  with  the  tenacity  of  life.  I  explained,  in  person,  its  import- 
ance to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  promised  to  run  in  there  and  attead  to  it. 

I  will  make  a  good  ready,  and  thenstand  from  under.  I  shall  account  it  a 
happy  day  if  I  stand  once  more  on  your  deck.  The  world  shall  not  be  grieved 
at  little  jealousies,  for  we  feel  a  just  pride  in  the  pure  courage  and  patriotism  of 
each  other. 

I  will  write  you  again  before  I  again  drive  out  of  sight  and  hearing. 
Veiy  truly,  your  friend, 

"VY.  T.  SEEEMAN,  Major  General. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Wilmington. 


Heaouuartebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejidd.  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  17,  1865. 

Dear  Abmihal:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  note  of  the  16th  instant, 
with  the  letter  and  roll  of  charts  from  Admiral  Porter.  I  send  you,  herewith, 
lettei'  to  Admiral  Porter,  which  I  beg  yon  ivill  send  him  at  your  earliest  conve- 
nience, hut  it  is  not  of  enough  importance  to  detach  a  ship. 

I  regret  exceedingly  the  loss  of  the  monitor  Patapsco,  especially  that  she 
carried  dowu  so  many  valuable  lives. 

Admiral  Porter  thinks  he  and  General  Teriy  can  take  Fort  Fisher,  or,  at  all 
events,  occupy  the  peninsula  above  it,  and  cut  it  off  from  Wilmington.  Of  this 
we  sliaU  hear  soon,  as  he  proposes  to  renew  the  attack  oa  the  18th  or  14th;  and 
in  case  of  taking  Fort  Fisher  he  would  send  to  Chai-leston  all  his  fleet,  save 
enough  to  blockade  Wilmington,  and  keep  up  communication  for  the  troops  on 
shore;  otherwise,  he  could  hold  oa  there  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
about  there,  to  keep  them  from  me. 
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Ton  will  Lave  heard  that  we  took  Pocotahgo  on  the  15th  according  to  my 
plane,  and  we  now  have  the  17th  corpg.  General  Elaiv,  strongly  intrenched  on 
the  railroad.  I  would  hy  this  time  also  have  had  my  left  wing  at  Sister's  ferry, 
but  have  been  and  still  am  delayed  by  the  non-arrival  of  onr  stores  necessary  to 
fill  our  wagons. 

The  first  instalment  of  General  Grover's  division,  which  is  to  garrison  Sa- 
vannah, has  just  arrived,  and  all  will  he  in  to-morrow. 

I  would  prefer  you  should  run  no  risk  at  al!.  When  we  are  known  to  be  in 
rear  of  Charleston,  about  Branchville  and  Orangehtirg,  it  will  be  well  to  watch 
if  the  enemy  lets  go  of  Charleston,  in  which  ease  Foster  will  occupy  it;  other- 
wise the  feint  should  be  about  Bull's  bay. 

We  will  need  no  cover  about  Port  Royal,  nothing  but  the  usual  guard-ships. 
I  think  you  will  concur  with  me  that,  in  anticipation  of  the  movement  of  my 
army  to  the  rear  of  the  coast,  it  will  be  unwiae  to  aubjeet  your  ships  to  the  heavy 
artilleiy  of  the  enemy  or  his  sunken  torpedoes, 

I  will  insti'uct  Foster,  when  he  knows  I  have  got  near  Branchville,  to  make 
a  landing  of  a  small  force  at  Bull's  bay,  to  threaten,  and  it  may  be  occupy  the 
road  from  Mount  Pleasant  to  Georgetown.  This  will  make  the  enemy  believe 
I  design  to  tuni  down  against  Charleston,  and  give  me  a  good  offing  for  Wil- 
mington. I  will  write  you  agaia,  fully,  on  the  eve  of  starting  in  person. 
Your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

Admii-al  J.  A.  Dahlgrbn, 

Cmmnanding  South  Atlantic  Sciuadron,  off  Charleston. 


IlEADQDAKTERa  MiLITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MiSSISSIFPr, 

Jn  the  field,.  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  18,  1865. 

Dear  Gexeral;  Tour  note  of  January  17,  with  enclosures,  is  received.  It 
19  best  that  all  the  15th  corps  not  yet  off  should  march,  and  that  you  get  your 
whole  command  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pocotaligo  and  Coosawhatchie,  and  make 
as  many  whsirves  as  possible,  that  you  may  accumulate  stores  in  your  wagons. 

Slocum  has  two  (3)  divisions  at  HardeeviUe  and  Purysburg,  and  to-day  a 
gunboat  and  two  transports  move  up  to  that  point,  and  it  will  be  five  days  before 
Slocum  can  have  Sister's  ferry  and  Robertsvilie. 

The  division  of  Ouvier  Grover  is  now  arriving,  and  will  occupy  Savannah; 
this  will  relieve  Geary's  division, 

Davis  will  start  to-morrow  for  Sister's  ferry,  on  the  west  bank  of  Savannah, 
with  Kilpatrick's  cavalry.  I  now  have  official  notice  that  Terry  cairjed  Fort 
Fisher  by  assault,  capturing  seventy-two  {72)  guns  and  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  (1,780)  prisoners.  This  closes  up  Cape  Fear  river  and 
helps  ns.  I  want  them  also  to  strengthen  Newhem  and  work  out  the  railroad 
towards  Goidsboro', 

Get  your  command  so  as  to  move  north  as  soon  as  possible,  and  get  a!I  the 
bread  and  forage  accumulated  you  can. 

As  soon  as  possible  we  wiil  cast  off,  and  then  for  another  cruise  that  will,  in 
my  judgment,  do  move  to  bring  matters  to  a  crisis  than  the  last. 

Choose  the  best  points  you  can  find  to  land  stores  for  Pocotaligo.    Don't  cross 
the  Salkehatcbie,  but  hold  all  the  ground  up  to  it  as  though  we  intended  to 
break  across.     The  next  movement  I  want  the  enemy  to  fee!  is  from  the  left 
iiank.     Purysburg  is  reported  a  fine  point,  with  deep  river  and  a  good  bluff. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  _ 
Major  General  Commanding. 

General  Howard. 
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IlEAuaUABTEES  MILITARY  DiVISIO.V  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  19,  1865. 

GE\EEiALi  At  my  suggestion  your  command  !ias  teen  re- enforced  by  the 
troops  serviag  in  North  Carolina  and  a  division  under  command  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Grover,  I  Lave  also  turned  ovei;.  to  yoti  the  city  of  Savannah  and  forts 
dependent,  and  heg  now  to  indicate,  in  general  terms,  the  course  wliich  I  propose 
to  purBue,  and  your  share  of  the  undertaking. 

I  propose  to  march,  as  soon  as  my  wagons  are  loaded  lyith  forage  and  provi- 
sions, to  the  railroad  leading  fiom  Augusta  to  Charleston,  striking  it  to  the  west 
of  Branchville,  breaking  up  that  road  effectually.  I  ivill  then  move  in  compact 
order,  and  occupy  that  space  of  country  lying  in  the  triangle  formed  by  Iliag- 
ston,  Columbia,  and  Camden.  There  I  propose  to  devote  some  attention  to 
Columbia  and  the  r^lroads  in  that  neigbborbood.  If  I  find  sufficient  forage  and 
subsistenco  for  my  anny,  and  meet  with  no  reverse,  I  may  move  with  rapidity 
to  jf'lorence)  South  Oai'olina,  in  hopes  to  rescue  some  ten  thousand  (10,000) 

Srisoners  confined  there ;  at  all  events,  breaking  up  the  road  there.  I  will  move 
irect  for  Smithlaad,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  liver,  or  to  liTewbern,  North 
Carolina,  according  to  the  condition  of  my  army  at  that  time. 

When  you  bear  of  onr  being  in  motion  about  Coosawhatcbie,  towards  Bam- 
well,  I  want  a  diveiaion  created  at  Bull's  bay,  against  the  Mount  Pleasant  and 
Georgetown  road,  about  the  twenty-four  (24)  mile  post,  to  create  tJio  impression 
that  my  puipose  is  to  swing  dawn  agqinst  Charleston  by  the  peninsula  between 
the  Ashley  and  Cooper.  I  think  one  thousand  (1,000)  men,  with  the  co-opera- 
lion  of  the  navy,  will  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  that  end.  At  the  same  time 
the  command  at  Morris's  island  should  feel  tlie  forces  on  James's  island,  either 
to  detect  the  diminution  of  the  enemy's  forces  there,  or  to  compel  the  enemy  to 
keep  as  many  troops  there  as  possible.  I  regard  any  attempt  to  enter  Oharlesten 
harbor  by  its  direct  channel,  or  to  carry  it  by  storm,  or  James's  island,  as  too 
iiazardous  to  wai'rant  the  attempt.  Therefore,  any  demonstration  in  that  quai'ter 
sliould  bo  merely  diversions,  or  to  take  advaatagc  of  anything  thoy  may  neglect 
by  reason  of  my  appearance  in  their  rear. 

After  I  have  passed  the  Santee,  similar  diversions  should  be  made  about 
Georgetown,  and,  if  thfe  opportunity  preseute  itself,  the  fort  there  might  be  carried 
and  dismantled ;  and  I  would  like  to  have  a  good  lookout  kept  by  the  navy 
for  any  boat  or  message  I  might  send  down  the  Santee  or  Peedee  with  a  cipher 
despafcli.  I  have  already  fm'uished  Admiral  Dablgren  with  the  key,  which  is 
the  same  used  by  our  telegraphic  operators,  a  copy  of  which  jou  had  better 
procure  at  once  through  tha  War  Department  from  Washington 

In  whatever  you  may  do  to  aid  me  along  the  coa'tt  bj  diveision'f,  I  must 
leave  you  in  a  great  measare  to  be  guided  by  such  infojmation  i&  leaLhea  yon 
from  sources  controlled  by  the  enemy,  of  which  jou  must  be  duly  suspicious  ; 
but  bearing  in  mind  the  foregoiiig,  and  knowing  the  strength  and  tcmpei  of  my 
army,  you  can  aiTive  at  a  pretty  iair  conclusion. 

I  lake  it  for  granted  that  Forts  ITisber  and  Macon,  on  the  North  Cai-ohoa  coast, 
will  be  held  secure,  and  it  would  be  well  that  you  give  to  each  commanding 
officer,  from  time  to  time,  such  instructions  as  will  make  them  co-operate  with 
the  general  movement  to  the  extent  of  their  power.  I  attach  great  importance 
io  the  point  at  Newborn,  and  think  yon  had  better  send  to  that  point  aa 
inspector  general.  Notify  the  commanding  officer  of  tlie  importance  of  the 
position,  and  if  need  be  re-enforce  him.  Notify  him,  farther,  that  the  railroad 
li-om  Jloi-ehead  City  to  Newbern  must  be  looked  to  with  gi'eat  care.  I  propose 
to  send  to  Newhem  an  officer  in  whom  I  have  great  confidence,  Colonel  W,  W. 
Wright,  to  examine  the  railroad,  to  ascertain  the  G[uajiticy  of  rolling  stock,  and 
to  convey  there,  by  the  time  I  can  arrive,  increased  stock  and  ii-on,  with  the 
necessary  operatives  to  extend  the  road  to  liingston  and  Goldsboro'.     But,  aa  a 
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laatter  of  course,  these  preliminary  preparations  should  be  made  ao  as  to  attract 
as  little  att«ntioH  as  possible.  In  this  conuexion,  I  would  caution  you,  and  by 
you  to  caution  others,  agaiast  the  mischievous  newspaper  men  who  would  sac-' 
rifice  the  whole  army  for  a  little  personal  notoriety.  If  any  of  them  are  about 
and  likely  to  divulge  so  impoi-tant  a  secret,  don't  risk  them,  but  imprison  them 
till  the  time  is  past.  At  this  moment  we  have  learned  the  capture  of  Wil- 
mington, which  may  modify  matters  somewhat,  but  the  general  prijiciples 
above  indicated  will  be  still  applicable  and  sufficient  for  your  guidance. 

I  would  like  to  have  you  confer  fret^uently  with  Admirals  Dahlgren  and 
Porter,  apprise  them  of  all  movements,  and  call  upon  them  for  any  assistance  in 
t!ie  way  of  gunboats,  &c. 

I  am,  with  respect,  yoni  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  J.  G-.  Tosteb, 

Commanding  De;partment  of  the  South. 


HEAnauARTEKS  MlUT4RY  DIVISION  OP  THB  MlSSIS.SIPPI, 

In  the  field  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  21,  1S65. 

Gbneral:  In  fulfilment  of  my  project,  General  Howard  moved  the  17th 
corps,  General  Blair,  from  Thunderbolt  to  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  and  oil 
the  14th,  by  a  vapid  movement,  secured  the  Port  Royal  ferry  and  moved 
against  Pocotaligo,  which  he  gained  on  the  15th,  the  day  appointed.  By  that 
course  he  secured  the  use  of  the  ground  in  South  Carolina  up  to  the  Salkehatchie, 
(S alike tcber,)  and  General  Slocum  was  ordered,  in  like  manner,  to  get  Ma  wing 
up  about  Robertsville,  by  the  way  of  the  Savannah  river  and  the  Union  causeway, 

The  transfer  of  men,  animals,  and  wagons  by  steamers  is  a  very^low  process, 
and  on  the  19th  General  Slocum  had  only  two  divisions  of  the  20th  at  Parys- 
burg  and  Hardeeville,  with  open  communications  with  Howard.  John  E. 
Smith  crossed  bytbe  Union  causeway,  on  which  Slocum  had  pot  ten  days'  hard 
work,  but  the  hai'd  rains  had  r-aised  the  Savannah  river,  so  that  the  whole 
country  was  under  Tvater,  and  the  corduroy  road,  on  the  Union  causeway, 
was  carried  away,  cutting  off  one  brigade  of  Johtt  E.  Smith,  one  division  of  the 
15th  corps,  (Corse's,)  and  all  of  the  14tli  corps,  (General  Davb's.)  All  were 
ordered  to  move  up  the  west  bank  of  the  Savannah,  to  cross  at  Sister's  feiTy, 
hut  the  rains  have  so  flooded  the  countiy  that  we  have  been  brought  to  a  stand- 
atill;  hut  1  will  persevere  and  get  tlie  army,  as  soon  as  possible,  up  to  the  Una 
from  Sister's  ferry  to  Pocotaligo,  where  we  will  have  terra  firma  to  work  on. 
Our  supplies  have  come  daily,  that  is,  we  have  never  had  four  days'  forage  ahead  ; 
but  I  will  depend  on  enough  coming  to  get  me  out  to  the  neighborhood  of  Barn- 
well, where  we  will  find  some. 

General  Grover's  division  now  occupies  Savannah,  which  I  had  re-fortified, 
and  I  have  turned  over  evei-ything  to  General  Foster,  so  that  nothiag  now 
hinders  roe  but  water.  I  rather  think  the  heavy  rains  ui  January  will  give  us 
good  weather  in  February  and  Mai-ch.  Tou  cannot  do  much  in  Virginia  till 
April  or  May ;  and  when  I  am  at  Goldsboro',  aud  move  against  Raleigh,  Lee 
will  he  forced  to  divide  his  command  or  give  up  Richmond. 

As  soon  as  possible,  if  I  were  in  your  place,  I  would  breakup  the  depaitment 
of  the  James.  Make  the  Richmond  army  one  ;  then  when  I  get  to  Goldsboro' 
you  will  have  a  force  to  watch  Lee,  and  I  can  he  dii-ected  to  gradually  close  in, 
cutting  all  eoromnnicationa.  In  the  mean  time  Thomas's  army  should  not  be 
reduced  too  much,  hut  he  should  hold  Chattanooga,  Decatur,  and  Eastport, 
collect  supplies,  and  in  all  February  and  March  move  on  Tuscaloosji,  Selma, 
Montgomery,  and  back  to  Rome,  Georgia,  when  he  could  be  met  from  Ohatta- 
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nooga.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  Beauregard  will  bring,  as  fast  as  he  can,  swch 
part  of  Hood'a  army  aa  can  be  moved  over  to  Augusta,  to  hit  me  in  flank  as  I 
awing  round  Charleston,  To  cover  the  withdrawal,  Forrest  will  be  left  in  Mis- 
eiBsippi  and  West  Tennessee  to  divert  attention  by  threatening  the  boats  on 
the  Miaaiesippi  and  Tenueaeee  rivers.  This  should  be  disregarcJed,  and  Thomaa 
should  break  through  the  shell,  expose  the  trick,  and  preveat  the  planting  of 
com  this  spring  in  middle  Alabama. 

The  people  of  Georgia,  like  those  of  Missisaippi,  are  worn  out  with  care ;  hut 
they  ai-e  so  afraid  of  their  own  leaders  that  they  fear  to  organize  positive 
resistance.  Their  motives  of  honor  and  fair  play  are  that,  by  abandoning  the 
cause  now,  they  would  be  constrned  as  mean  for  leaving  their  comrades  in  the 
scrape.  I  have  met  the  overtures  of  the  people  frankly,  and  given  them  the 
best  advice  I  know  how. 

I  enclose  copies  of  orders  issued  for  the  guidance  of  General  Foster  and 
other  oiEcers  on  this  coast.  These  orders  are  made  in  conference  with  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

I  have  been  told  that  Congress  meditates  a  bill  to  make  another  Lieutenant 
General  for  me.  I  have  ^\Titen  to  John  Sherman  to  atop  it,  if  it  is  designed 
for  me.  It  would  be  miachievons,  for  there  are  enough  rascals  who  would  try 
to  sow  differences  between  us,  whereas  you  and  I  now  are  in  perfect  under- 
standing. I  would  rather  have  you  in  command  than  anybody  else,  for  you 
are  fair,  honest,  and  have  at  heart  the  aame  purpose  that  ahonJd  animate  all 
I  should  emphatically  decline  any  commiaaion  calculated  t«  bring  us  into  rivalry, 
and  I  ask  you  to  advise  ail  your  friends  in  Congress  to  this  effect,  especially 
Mr.  Waahbnrne.  I  doubt  if  men  in  Congress  fully  realize  that  you  and  I  are 
honest  in  onr  professions  of  want  of  ambition.  I  know  I  feel  none,  and  to-day 
will  gladly  surrender  my  position  aad  influence  to  any  other  who  is  better  able 
to  wield  the  power.  The  fluny  attending  my  recent  success  will  soon  blow 
over  and  give  place  to  new  developments. 

I  enclose  a  letter  of  general  instructions  to  General  Tliomas,  which  I  beg  you 
to  revise  and  endorse  or  modify. 
I  am  truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SnEEMAlSr,  Major  Gena-al 

Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Virginia. 


Hbadqoabtees  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  Savamiak,  January  21,  1865. 

General  :  Before  I  again  dive  into  the  interior  and  disappear  from  view,  I 
must  give  you  in  general  terms  such  instructions  as  fall  within  my  province,  as 
commander  of  the  division. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  now  reoccupy  in  strength  the  line  of  the  Ten- 
nessee from  Chattanooga  to  Baatport.  I  suppose  Hood  to  be  down  about 
Tuscaloosa  and  Selma,  and  that  Forrest  is  again  scattered  to  get  horses  and  men, 
and  to  divert  attention.  You  should  haye  a  small  cavalry  force,  say  two  thousand 
(2,000)  men,  to  operate  from  Knoxville  through  the  mountain  pass  along  the 
French  Broad  into  Worth  Carolina,  to  keep  up  the  belief  that  it  is  to  be  followed 
by  a  considerable  force  of  infantry.  Stoneman  could  do  this  while  Gillem 
merely  watches  np  the  Holston. 

At  Chattanooga  should  be  held  a  good  reserve  of  provisions  and  forage, 
and  in  addition  to  its  garrison  a  small  force  that  could  on  short  notice  relay  the 
railroad  to  Reaaca.  Prepai-e  to  throw  provisions  down  to  Rome  on  the  Coosa. 
You  remember  I  left  the  railroad  track  from  Resacato  Kingston  and  Rome  with 
such  a  view.     Then  with  an  ai-my  of  twenty-five  thousand  (35,000)  infantry 
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and  all  tLe  cavalry  you  caa  get,  under  Wilson,  you  should  move  from  Decatur 
and  Eastporfc  to  some  point  of  concentration  about  Columbus,  Mississippi,  £ 
then  march  t-o  Tuscaloosa  and  Selma,  Alabama,  destroying  fences,  ga  ' 
Lorsea  and  mules  and  wagons,  to  be  burned,  and  doing  aU  the  damage  p 
burning  up  Selma,  that  is  the  navy  yard,  themilioad  back  towards  the  Tommgoefl, 
ail  iron  foundries,  mills,  orfactories.  If  no  considerable  army  opposes  you,  you 
might  reach  Monlgomery  and  deal  with  it  in  like  manner,  and  then,  at  leisure, 
work  back  along  the  Selma  and  Rome  road  ct«  Talladega  and  Blue  mountain,  to 
the  valley  of  Chattanooga  to  Some,  or  Lafayette.  I  believe  such  a  raid  perfectly 
practicable  and  easy,  and  that  it  would  have  an  excellent  effect. 

It  is  npnaense  to  suppose  that  the  people  of  the  south  are  enraged  or  united 
by  Buch  movements.  They  reason  very  differently.  They  see  in  them  the 
sure  and  inevitable  destruction  of  all  their  property ;  they  realize  that  the  con- 
federate armies  cannoC  protect  them,  and  they  see  in  the  repetition  of  such  raids 
the  inevitable  result  of  starvation  and  misery.  You  should  not  go  south  of 
Selma  and  Montgomery,  because  south  of  that  line  the  country  is  barren  aud 
Guproduciive. 

I  would  like  to  have  Forrest  hunted  down  and  killed,  but  doubt  if  wo  can 
do  that  yet.  While  you  are  thus  employed  I  expect  to  pass  through  the  eentre 
of  South  and  North  Carolina,  and  I  suppose  Oaaby  will  also  keep  al!  his  forces 
active  and  busy.  I  have  already  secured  Pocotaligo  and  Grabamsviile,  from 
which  I  have  iirm  roads  into  the  interior.  We  are  all  well. 
Yours,  truly, ' 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Getieral  Commanding. 

Major  General  Gboegk  If.  Thomas, 

Commanding  a.rmy  in  the  field,,  NortJi,  Alabama,  via  JVasIiviUe. 


HBADdnAETEES  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MlSSISSIPPF, 

In  thejleld,  Sarannali,  Ga.,  January  21,  1S65. 

Dear  General  ;  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  17th, 
enclosing  the  very  full  and  complete  retiu'up,  which  give  me  all  the  data  save 
only  the  gauge  of  your  railroad,  of  which  we  are  in  doubt;  one  of  my  charts 
represents  the  gauge  as  4  feet  10  inches,  and  the  other  at  o  feet.  I  shall  send 
up  my  principal  railroad  man,  Colonel  W.  W.  Wright,  to  look  at  it  and  accji- 
mulate  at  Morehead  City  and  Newborn  iron  and  cai-s  ready  for  use  when  tlie 
time  comes.  We  can  supply  all  those  of  the  five-feet  gauge  out  of  captured 
stock.  I  (loa't  want  you  to  risk  Newbarn  or  Morehead  City,  and  to  taka 
Eingston  now  would  attract  attention,  and  lengthen  yoiu  line  too  much  to  be  held 
with  any  degree  of  security.  Therefore,  don't  attempt  to  hold  more  than  you 
now  have,  untO  you  know  I  am  near  at  hand,  and  you  can  discover  tlie  effect  of 
my  approaeh. 

I  shall  aim  to  reach  Goldsborough,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  threefold  ; 

1st.  With  Diy  army  at  Goldsborough  the  etiomy  could  aot  remain  at  Wilmington. 

2d.  I  would  have  two  raih-oads  to  the  coast  for  supplies,  via :  Slorehead 
City  and  Wilmington. 

3d.  Goldsborough  is  the  point  from  which  to  strike  Raleigh. 

If  my  army  can  fight  its  way  across  South  Cai'olina  and  reach  Goldsborough, 
these  results  will  be  certain. 

I  have  already  secured  Pocotaligo,  and  am  moving  mj  army  into  position  on 
a  line  from  Sister's  ferry,  on  the  Savannah,  across  to  Pocotaligo,  whence  I  will 
move  around  Charleston  and  across  the  country  to  rayettevillo  a:id  Golds- 
borough or  Wilmingtoa,  according  to  the  supplies  I  find.  General  Foster  will 
hold  Savannah,  &c.,  and  will  have  a  small  force  in  hand  to  take  advantage  of 
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any  let  go  the  enemy  may  venture  to  make.  I  would  ha^e  been  off  before 
tliiR  but  am  delayed  by  tlie  laiii'',  wbicb  have  flooded  the  whole  country, 
Dou't  attiact  attention,  but  hold  Kewbem  and  Morehead  City  (Fort  Macon) 
bccure  as  points  for  me  to  depend  on  Don't  risk  anything ;  let  me  run  the  risk, 
hut  otand  piepaied  to  aid  me  a?  I  approach.  I  leave  my  chief  quartermaster 
ind  commissary  heie  to  follow  me  up  with  boats  and  supplies. 

I  do  not  thmk  Grint  will  Rpaie  you  any  more  men,  nor  do  I  think  them 
neceaiwy  tor  the  simple  defensive  position  you  should  maintoin.  As  I  Approach 
J  on  1  may  aim  foi  the  raihoad  near,  where  it  crosses  the  Neuse,  near  Khigston. 
As  I  suppose  there  the  enemy  will  oppose  me,  it  may  be  prudent  to  open  com- 
munication with  you  before  I  cross  and  attack  the  position  at  Kingston  or 
(Joldsborough.  But  G-oldsboTOUgh  is  the  strategic  point  I  shall  aim  to  secure  in 
North  Carohua. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN,  Major  General 

General  Innis  N.  Palmer, 

Commanding  DiHrict  of  North  Carolina,  Nevibern. 


HEADaUARTEES  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Biaufm-t,  S.  0.,  January  24,  1865.  , 
Dear  Admiral:  Weathei'  now  fine  and  promises  us  dryland.  I  will  go 
to-day  to  Pocotaligo  and  Coosawhatchie;  to-morrow  will  demonstrate  on  Salke- 
hatchie,  and  would  be  obliged  if  you  would  feel  up  Edisto  or  Stono,  just  to  make 
the  enemy  uneasy  on  that  flank,  and  to  develop  if  he  intends  to  hold  fast  to 
Charleston  and  Columbia,  or  both.  It  will  take  five  days  for  Slocum  to  get  out 
of  the  savannas  of  Savannah,  and  during  that  time  I  will  keep  Howard  seem- 
ingly moving  direct  on  Charleston,  though  with  no  purpose  of  going  beyond  the 
Salkehatcliie. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major  General. 
Admiral  Dahlgiie.x. 


HEAraTJARTBBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  94,  1865. 
GtEKERal  t  I  was  directed  this  morning  by  General  Sherman  to  write  you  by 
steamer  Arago  as  follows  : 

He  reached  here  yesterday  from  Savannah,  and  this  morning  went  up  to 
Pocotaligo  to  look  to  matters  in  person,  and  proposes  to-mon-ow  to  secure  Salke- 
hatchie  bridge  as  a  demonstration,  and  also  to  reconnoitre  until  Slocum  gets 
out  to  high  ground  from  Sister's  ferry.  The  storm  h^  been  severe  and  con- 
tinuous for  several  days,  delaying  movements  \iy  bad  roads ;  but  now  it  is  clear, 
tlie  roads  are  improving  rapidly,  and  it  bids  fair  for  good  weather.  I  may  hear 
from  the  general  during  the  night,  and  ivlU  then  despatch  you  further. 
i  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON", 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Lieut.  General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va. 
20  * 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  thf,  Mississippi, 

J/t  ikejield,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  27,  1865. 
Dkar  Admiral  ;  I  have  now  reconnoitred  all  the  country  from  the  Salke- 
hatchie  bridge  hack  to  and  including  Coosawbatchie.  The  enemy  ba^  fortified 
every  path  leading  from  the  variouB  landings  to  the  railroad,  and  comld  have 
bothered  ue  a  good  deal  had  we  not  got  Pocotaligo  in  the  way  we  did,  by  the 
several  diversions  and  the  quick,  prompt  attack.  From  here  we  will  find  no 
trouble  in  getting  an  offing.  I  have  official  reports  that  Slocum  got  off  for  Sister's 
ferryon  the  2.5th,  and  he  should  be  there  to-morrow.  It  will  take  Lim  till  Monday 
or  Tuesday  to  cross  over,  load  liis  wagons,  and  rendezvous  at  Eobertsville,  when 
W6  will  be  off.  I  hope  this  cold,  clear  weather  will  last  for  that  time,  as  the 
roads  here  would  cut  to  the  hub  aiter  an  hour's  rain. 

I  have  been  feeling  the  Combahee  ferry,  and  also  at  the  bridge,  but  the  river 
is  over  its  banks  and  fills  the  swamps  for  a  mile  back — too  deep  at  points  to  wade, 
and  too  shallow  at  others  to  use  boats.  I  can  only  see  a  few  rebels  on  the  other 
bank,  but  a  pnsoner  captured  says  there  is  a  brigade  back  a  short  distance,  and 
a  considerable  force  about  Green  Pond,  ten  (10)  miles  east  of  this.  We  find 
no  eiiemy  this  side  of  the  Salkehatchie  except  cavalry,  which  is  simply  watch- 
ing us,  but  I  will  cleat  it  away  in  a  hurry  wlien  we  are  ready  to  move,  I  will 
be  sure  to  let  you  know  the  moment  we  are  off,  and  will  leave  Hatch's  division 
of  Foster's  command  here  to  cover  our  movement. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours  truly 

W.  T.  SHEiaiAjSr. 

Major  General. 
Admiral  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  t'oul7i.  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Hkadquakters  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  tkefielA,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  37,  1865. 

Genesal  :  "We  had  heavy  and  continuous  rains  up  to  and  including  the  24th 
instant,  causing  all  tlie  rivers,  the  Savannah  included,  to  outflow  their  banks, 
aud  making  the  roads  simply  impassable.  I  came  up  to  this  point  on  the  25th, 
and  with  the  troops  here,  the  17th  corps,  have  been  demonstrating  against  the 
Salkehatchie,  but  that  stream  is  out  of  its  banks,  and  we  cannot  cross.  I  only 
aim  to  drive  the  enemy  over  towards  Edisto,  a  little  further  from  onr  flank,  when 
I  move  against  the  Charleston  and  Augusta  road.  I  have  in  person  reconnoi- 
tred the  ground  from  the  Salkehatchie  bridge  back  to  Coosawbatchie,  and  find 
the  country  very  low  aud  intersected  by  creeks  and  points  of  salt  marsh,  making 
roads  very  bad,  but  I  am  pushing  to  get  the  right  wing  here,  and  have  official 
notice  from  General  Slocum  that  be  bad  the  20th  corps,  General  Williams,  oa 
this  side  the  Savannah,  at  Purysburg,  and  on  the  25tb  the  14th  corps.  General 
Davis,  would  resume  his  march  from  Cherokee  Hill,  ten  (10)  mil^  out  of  Savan- 
nah, where  he  was  caught  by  the  rain-storm,  so  that  1  expect  to  hear  of  the 
left  wing  and  cavalry  mai-ching  to  Sister's  ferry  to-morrow.  A  gunboat  and  fleet 
of  transports  will  attend  the  left  wing  up  the  Savannah  river,  and  General 
Slocum  is  ordered  to  replenish  hie  wagons,  rendezvous  at  Roberts ville,  and 
report  his  readiness  to  me. 

I  expect  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  next,  viz  :  Fehniary  1,  to  be  all  ready,  when 
I  will  move  rapidly  up  towards  Barnwell,  and  wheel  to  the  right  on  the  railroad 
at  Midway,  leaving  BrancLville  to  the  right;  after  destroying  that  road,  I  will 
move  on  Orangeburg,  and  so  on  to  Columbia,  avoiding  any  works  the  enemy 
may  construct  in  my  path,  and  forcing  him  to  fight  me  in  open  ground  if  be 
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risk  tattle.  I  will  use  Hatch's  division,  of  Foster's  command,  four  thousancl, 
(4,000,)  to  cover  my  movement,  by  posting  it  between  this  and  Salkehatcbie 
bridge.  Ton  will  note  that  our  position  is  now  nearer  BranehviUe  than  Charles- 
ton. I  get  a  few  deserters  and  have  made  some  prisoners  who  report  cavalry 
only  between  me  and  Barnwell,  and  infantry  between  us  and  Charleston.  Of 
course  I  shall  keep  up  the  delusion  of  an  attack  on  Oharreston  always,  and  have 
instructed  General  Foster  to  watch  the  harbor  close  from  Morris  island,  and 
■when  he  hears  of  my  firing  on  the  railroad  near  BranehviUe,  to  make  a  landing 
at  Bull's  bay,  and  occupy  the  Georgetown  road,  twenty-four  (24)  miles  east  of 
Charleston ;  Admiral  Dahlgren  will  also  keep  up  the  demonstration  oii  Oharleeton. 

My  chief  difficulties  will  he  to  supply  my  army,  but  on  this  point  I  must  risk 

a  good  deal,  based  upon  the  idea  that  where  other  people  live  we  can,  even  if 

they  have  to  starve  or  move  away.   Weather  is  cold  and  clear.   I  will  write  again. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,   ^ 

Majur  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  O. 


IIkaiiquarters  Milftarv  Division  of  tug  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  S8,  1865. 

GbngraL  ;  Yotirs  of  the  27th  is  received,  and  I  am  pushing  my  efforts  to  se- 
cure a  departure  by  Monday  or  Tuesday  next.  I  have  in  person  reconnoitred 
the  country  from  Salkehatchie  bridge  to  Coosawhatcbie.  The  country  is  veiy 
low  and  swampy,  and  impassable,  save  by  the  roads  marked  on  our  maps.  I 
have  no  doubt  this  whole  belt  of  land  once  formed  the  sea-coast,  with  its  sound, 
islands  and  marsh,  which,  by  the  pi-ogi-ess  seaward  of  the  beach,  is  left  inland, 
but  still  .possessing  its  character  of  sound  islands,  surrounded  by  fresh-water 
marsh.  This  is  the  fii-st  point  of  terra  firma,  and  has  better  connexions  inland. 
As  near  as  I  can  learn,  Gillisonville,  on  the  south  of  Coosawhatchie,  is  a  corre- 
sponding point  of  the  main  land,  and  Robertsville,  of  course. 

Therefore,  until  I  am  surely  between  Augusta  and  Charleston  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  let  go  this  point,  I  have  ordered  General  Hatch  to  move  to  a  camp 
between  this  place  (which  is  near  Pocotaligo  depot)  and  Salkehatchie  bridge,  and 
to  picket  Coosawhatchie  fort  and  the  fort  back  at  Pocotaligo  bridge.  The  fatter 
is  the  key  point  for  "  defence,"  but  for  offence  the  line  of  the  railroad  is  the  proper 
one.  I  would,  therefore,  not  reduce  Hatch's  force  here  till  you  have  ascertained 
the  effect  on  Charleston  by  my  appearance  west  of  BranehviUe.  All  Salkehatchie 
is  under  water  for  a  mile  on  either  aide  of  the  regular  bed,  and  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  get  to  it. 

The  bridges  have  been  burned  by  the  enemy,  who  seems  to  occupy  the  opposite 
bank,  but  bis  force,  if  amounting  to  anything,  is  kept  well  back. 

I  could  see  a  few  men  at  the  railroad  bank,  and  what  seemed  a  gun  en  embra- 
sure, but  it  was  not  fired,  although  our  men  stood  in  tempting  groups  on  the 
railroad  bank  this  side  in  easy  6-pounder  range. 

We  find  cavalry  to  oui'  front  towards  Barnwell,  and  hear  of  some  infantry, 
but  I  suppose  the  enemy  simply  is  watching  me,  and  keeps  his  main  force  where 
it  can  be  thrown  rapidly  on  exposed  points. 

Your  demonstration  on  WOleton  is  right,  but  should  not  be  more  than  a  demon- 
stration— that  is,  a  lodgement  seemingly  to  cover  the  disembarcation  of  a  large 
body.  The  admiral's  feeling  up  the  Edisto  and  Stono  is  well,  but  my  move- 
ment to  the  rear  of  Cbarles  ton  is  the  principal,  and  all  others  should  be  accessory, 
merely  to  take  advantage  of  any  "let  go." 


>y  Go  Ogle 


308         EEPOET  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHEEMAN. 

Try  and  keep  me  well  inlviaed  of  Slociim'3  progreaa ;   lie  reports  tJiat  I>a.Tis 
would  move  ou  tlie  85th,  and  he  should  be  at  Siiter'a  ferry  to-day.     I  shall 
cause  him  to  be  felt  for  to-mon'ow. 
Tonre,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN,  Maj(»-  General 
Major  General  J.  G-.  "Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Soiitli.,  Hilton  Head. 


ITgaoquartkrs  Military  Divistox  of  thk  ifississippi, 

In  the  field,  PocotaUgo,  S.  C,  January  28,  1865. 

©ehehal;  Tonra  of  yesterday  came  at  night.  If  Easton  did  not  give  ves- 
Bela  to  carry  Logan's  mulea,  it  was  for  a  most  excellent  reason,  that  he  did  not 
have  them.  Sloeum  reports  that  he  had  ordered  Davis  to  move  on  the  25th, and 
he  shonld  reach  Sister's  ferry  to-day ;  the  rear  can  close  on  him  while  he  lays 
his  bridge.  Sloeum  was  to  go  by  river,  so  as  to  meet  Davia  and  Williams  there. 
I  confide  in  his  energy  and  jndgment  to  get  his  command  across  by  Monday. 
Ton  may  now  let  Foster's  troops  occupy  the  old  fort  at  Pocotaligo  bridge,  where 
the  Charleston  and  Savannah  turnpike  road  crosses ;  they  will  also  hold  Coosaw- 
hatcbie  fort,  but  the  main  body  move  to-day  to  a  camp  covering  the  Salkehatiihie 
bridges,  prepared  to  fall  back  on  Pocotaligo  fort,  and  the  works  at  the  depot  now 
occupied  by  Mower  and  Leggett,  You  may  now  move  your  two  corps  to  points 
in  front,  norfJi  of  the  railroad,  and  be  ready  to  march  by  all  the  roads  leading 
north,  between  the  Coosawbatchie  and  Salkebatebie,  with  your  wagons  to  close 
up  the  moment  they  are  loaded,  fioads  are  now  comparatively  good.  Giles 
Smith's  division  should  make  room  for  Hatch,  but  Mower  and  Leggett  can  start 
from  their  present  camps.  The  15th  corps  should  take  position  to  the  left  or 
right  front,  according  to  your  intention  of  giving  one  or  the  other  the  right  of 
your  movement.  We  will  have  to  get  nearly  up  to  Barnwell  before  turning 
toward  Midway.  The  point  marked  Heywardsville  looks  like  a  good  point  for 
the  15th  corps,  and  could  be  reached  from  the  position  of  John  B.  Smith's  camp. 
Giles  Smith  could  move  to  the  point  about  four  (4)  miles  north  and  west  of  the 
Salkebatebie  bridge,  when  you  would  have  your  two  corps  already  to  move  by 
separate  roads,  viz;  one  following  substantially  the  Salkebatebie,  and  the  other 
the  Coosawbatchie,  leaving  Corse  to  make  his  junction  as  arranged  at  Hickory 
Hill.  Hatch  can  supply  his  command  by  boats  altogether,  so  as  not  to  occupy 
our  roads  at  all.  You  had  better  begin  this  movement  to-morrow. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Howard, 

"'  "   f  Eight  Wing. 


IIkadquartees  Military  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 

hi  the  field,  Focotaligo,  S.  0.,  Jamutry  28,  1865. 
General:  The  modifleations  you  suggest  in  my  general  directions  are 
approved,  and  the  movements  ordered  for  to-morrow  will  be  deferred  to  Monday, 
provided  tlie  weather  does  not  change.  Ton  should  push  matters  now  that  the 
weather  is  fair,  and  better  leave  behind  those  who  are  no!  ready,  as,  do  what 
you  may,  some  will  not  be  ready. 
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Toa  eaanot  count  on  crossing  Salkeliatcliie  till  you  are  in  Barnwell  district, 
lor  is  it  practicable.     Tour  tight  flank  aLould  aim  for  Midway  and  Columbia. 
Youra,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEEMA^^ 
Major  Gcnn-al  Commanding. 
Major  General  0.  0,  Howard, 

?■  Right  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Ptvtstox  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Pocotaligo  Depot,  January  28,  1865. 

General  :  Genei-al  Williams  reports  to  me  to-day,  from  Pnrysburg,  tbat 
you  have  passed  up  the  Savannah  riyet  to  Sister's  feriy,  and,  therefore,  I  infer 
you  will  be  there,  and  that  Davis  can  get  out  to  Robertsville  by  Moaday.  On 
that  day  Howard  will  have  the  15th  corps  at  McPhersonviUe,  and  the  17th  at 
a  point  north  of  the  Salkehatehie  bridge,  ready  to  stait  the  moment  you  are 
ready.  Eemember  that  every  day's  delay  takes  away  one  day's  rations  from 
Howard,  and,  if  possible,  be  all  ready  to  start  ou  Tuesday  from  Robertsviile. 
The  15th  corps  will  keep  along  the  east  of  Coosawhatchie,  the  17th  along  the 
Salkehatchie,  and  will  cross  it  at  River's  bridge,  in  Barnwell  district ;  the  order 
of  march  and  general  orders  will  be  the  same  as  on  the  Georgia  march.  Until 
we' reach  the  Charleston  and  Augusta  road,  I  want  the  most  rapid  possible  move- 
ment, Kilpatrick  to  keep  to  your  left  front.  Corse  should  cross  to  your  rear  to 
Hickory  Hill,  and  fall  in  with  his  corps  ihere.  Work  hard  to  load  your  wagons, 
and  report  to  me  here  at  Pocotaligo  Depot  yonr  readiness  to  move  on  Tuesday, 
if  possible.  I  think  you  can  fiod  two  or  more  good  roads,  and  these  will 
impi-ove  as  we  go  north  unless  the  weather  changes.  It  is  very  important  that 
we  buiiy  to  our  first  point  before  Hood  gets  across  and  makes  a  juuctioo  about 
Columbia. 

If  you  are  all  ready  on  Tuesday  yon  may  act  on  the  supposition  that  Howard 
is  equally  so.  Let  Kilpatrick  see  this  letter.  I  will  shift  over  to  see  you  up 
about  the  edge  of  Eai'nwell  district. 


I  am,  &c.. 


eueral  S locum, 
Commanding  Righ/,  Wing. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquartehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tite  field,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Jamiart/  29,  1865. 
GBiVEbal:  I  have  yonr  letter  of  yesterday.  Tell  Admiral  Dablgi-en  I 
regret  the  loss  of  the  Dia-Ching,  but  can  quote  Admiral  Porter,  who  told  me 
once,  that  "  ships  were  made  to  be  lost."  Yonr  movement,  by  Edisto,  is  good ; 
but  understand  me  as  of  opinion,  that  if  the  enemy  mans  his  works  facing  the 
aea,  you  cannot  gain  them,  save  at  a  disadvantage,  but  by  demonstrating  at 
points  of  land  from  which  troops  can  move  against  the  raUrosid  by  a  rapid,  quick 
march,  you  compel  him  to  keep  the  entire  railroad  guarded  frqm.  Charleston  to 
Salkehatchie ;  but  I  don't  care  about  the  road  being  actually  broken  until  the 
latter  part  of  next  week.  If  you  know  that  the  enemy  falls  behind  the  Ediato, 
yon  should  break  the  railroad  anywhere  this  side  of  him,  and  then'  you  could 
reduce  Hatch's  command  here  to  the  number  you  calculat^ed,  viz:  one  thousand 
(1,000)  men;  but  so  long  aa  McLawa  (rebel)  has  the  railroad,  by  which  he  can 
handle  four  or  five  thoufiand  (4,000  or  5,000)  men  rapidly,  it  will  be  imprudeat 
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to  leave  Hatch  too  weak.  There  :s  no  u^e  m  n  force  hero  at  all  unless  it  is  on 
the  railroad.  This  point,  Pocotaligo  is  the  most  salient,  and  therefore  best ; 
but,  if  deemed  unsafe  at  any  time,  the  foit  at  Coosawhatchie  would  fulfil  the 
same  conditions,  and  its  river  is  deeper  and  better.  I  have  no  doubt  a  steam- 
boat could  work  up  to  the  Oooiaw batchie  foit  at  high  tide;  flats  drawn  by 
barges  could,  ceiiainly,  I  merely  want  a  pomt  of  security  here  till  I  am  surely 
beyond  the  Santee,  and  by  a  force  here  jou  better  cover  your  island  and  the 
Savannah  river  than  by  aay  other  disposition  of  your  tronps. 

I  expect  from  Tennessee  a  force  of  some  &ve  to  eight  thousand  (5,000  to 
8,000)  men  belonging  to  the  four  (4)  corps  with  me  here.  Stop  them  at  Hilton 
Head,  and  use  them,  unless  they  get  there  in  time  to  reach  me,  which  is  very 
improbable.  Oat  of  them  yon  can  make  up  a  good  command  to  demonstrate  oa 
Charleston,  Georgetown,  and  from  Smithville,  Cape  Fear  river,  as  I  progi-ess, 
aiming  to  join  their  respective  commands  when  we  touch  the  seaboard.  If  I 
break  the  railroad  to  Angnsta  and  Columbia,  it  will  be  well  to  strike  that  to  Wil- 
mington, unless  Wilmington,  in  the  mean  time,  be  taken  by  Terry.  The  easiest 
point  to  reach  that  raiU-oad  will  be  from  Cape  Fear  river,  to  the  south  and  west 
of  Wilmington. 

Make  aa  much  display  on  Edisto  and  about  Stono,  next  Wednesday  and  Thurs 
day,  as  possible,  and  cause  the  troops  at  Morris  island  to  mal 
James  island,  if  possible.     That  is  the  vital  part  of  Charleston  bar 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T,  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  Genera!  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South, 


Hbadquahters  Armies  op  the  Umted  States, 

Washington,  D.  C.  January  SI,  1865. 

Gknehal  :  Tour  letters  brought  by  General  Barnard  were  received  at  City 
Point  and  read  with  intc;rest.  Not  having  them  with  me,  however,  I  cannot  say 
that  in  this  I  will  he  able  to  satisfy  you  on  all  points  of  recommendation,  as  I 
ai'rived  here  at  1  p.  m.  and  must  leave  at  6  p.  m.,  having  in  the  mean  time  spent 
over  three  hours  with  the  Secretary  and  General  Halleck.     I  most  be  brief 

Before  your  last  request  to  have  Thomas  make  a  campaign  into  the  heart  of 
Alabama,  I  had  ordered  Sehofield  to  Annapolis,  Maryland,  with  his  corps.  The 
advance,  6,000  will  reach  the  seaboard  by  the  93d,  the  remainder  following  as 
rapidly  as  railroad  transportation  can  be  procured  from  Cincinnati.  The  corps 
numbers  over  ai,000  men. 

Thomas  is  still  left  with  a  sufficient  force  (surplus)  to  go  to  Selma  under  an 
energetic  leader.  He  has  been  telegraphed  to  to  know  whether  he  conld  go ; 
and  if  so,  by  which  of  several  routes  he  would  select.  No  reply  is  yet  i-eeeiTcd. 
Canby  has  been  ordered  to  act  offensively  from  the  sea-coast  to  the  interior 
towards  Montgomeiy  and  Selma.  Thomas's  forces  will  move  from  the  north  at 
an  early  day,  or  some  of  his  troops  will  be  sent  to  Canby.  Without  further 
re-enforcements,  Caaby  will  have  a  moving  colnmn  of  20,000  men. 

Fort  Fisher,  you  are  aware,  has  been  captured.  We  have  a  force  there  of 
8,000  effective;  at  Newbern  about  half  that  number.  It  is  rumored  thiough 
deserters  that  Wilmington  also  has  fallen.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  thq  rumor, 
because,  on  the  17th,  we  know  the  enemy  were  blowing  up  their  works  about 
Fort  Caswell,  and  that  on  the  18th  Terry  moved  on  Wilmington. 

if  Wilmington  is  captured,  Sehofield  will  go  there ;  if  it  is  not,  he  will  be 
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sent  to  Newborn.  In  either  event  all  the  suvplus  forcea  at  the  two  points  will 
move  to  the  interior,  towards  Goldsboro',  ia  co-operation  with  your  movements. 
From  either  point  railroad  communication  can  be  ran  out,  there  being  here  abun- 
dance of  rolling  stock,  suited  to  the  g&nge  of  thoae  roads.  There  have  been 
about  10,000  men  sent  fi-om  Lee's  army  soath ;  of  those  you  will  have  14,000 
against  you  if  Wilmington  is  not  held  by  the  enemy,  casualties  at  Fort  Fisher 
having  overtaken  about  2,000. 

All  these  troops  are  subjeet  to  your  orders  as  you  come  in  commnntcation 
\yit!i  them.  They  will  be  so  instructed.  From  about  Richmond  I  will  watch 
Lee  closely,  and  if  he  detaches  much  more,  or  attempts  to  evacuate,  will  pitch  in. 
in  the  mean  time  should  you  be  brought  to  a  halt  anywhere,  I  can  send  two 
corps  of  30,000  effective  men  to  year  support  fi-om  the  troops  about  Eichmond. 

To  resume:  Canby  is  oi-dered  to  operate  to  the  interior  from  the  gulf;  A,  J. 
Smith  may  go  from  the  north,  but  I  think  it  doubtful.  A  force  of  38,000  or 
30,000  will  co-operate  with  you  from  Newbern  or  Wilmington,  or  both;  you 
can  call  for  re-enforcements. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Captain  Hudson,  of  my  staff,  who  will  return 
with  any  message  you  may  have  for  me.    If  there  is  anything  1  can  do  for  yon 
ill  the  way  of  having  supplies  on  shipboard,  at  any  point  on  the  aea-coast  ready 
for  you,  let  me  know  it. 
Tours,  truly, 

TJ.   S.  GRAKT,  Lieutenant   General. 


Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Militanj  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Pocqtaligo,  S.  C,  January  39,  1865. 

Dear  Gbnbbal  :  Captain  Hudson  has  this  moment  arrived  with  your  letter 
of  January  21,  which  I  have  read  with  interest. 

The  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  has  a  most  important  bearing  on  my  campaign,  and 
I  rejoice  in  it  for  many  reasons,  because  of  its  intrinsic  iraportauce,  and  because 
it  gives  me  another  point  of  security  on  the  seaboard.  I  hope  Genei-al  Terry 
wilt  follow  it  up  by  the  capture  of  Wilmington,  although  I  do  not  look  for  it  from 
Admiral  Porter's  despatch  to  me.  I  rejoice  that  Terry  was  not  a  West  Pointer, 
that  he  belonged  to  your  army,  and  that  he  had  the  same  troops  with  which 
Butler  feared  to  make  the  attempt. 

Admiral  Dahlgren,  whose  fleet  is  re-enforced  by  some  more  ironclads,  wants 
to  make  an  assault  &  la  Fisher  on  Fort  Moultrie,  but  I  withhold  my  consent 
for  the  reason  that  the  capture  of  all  Sullivan's  island  is  not  conclusive  as  to 
Charleston ;  the  capture  of  Jamea  island  would  be,  bnt  all  pronounce  that 
impossible  at  this  time.  Therefore  I  am  moving,  as  hitherto  designed,  for  the 
railroad  west  of  Branchville,  then  will  swing  across  to  Orangeburg,  which  will 
interpose  my  ai-my  between  Charleston  and  the  interior.  Contemporaneous 
with  this.  Foster  will  demonstrate  up  the  Edisto,  and  afterwards  make  a  lodge- 
ment at  Bull's  bay,  and  occupy  the  common  road  which  leads  from  Mount 
Pleasant  toward  Georgetown.  When  I  get  to  Columbia,  I  think  I  shall  move 
straight  for  Goldsboro'  via  Fayetteville.  By  this  circuit  I  cut  all  roads  and 
devastate  the  land,  and  the  forces  along  the  coast  commanded  by  Foster  will 
follow  my  movement,  taking  anything  the  enemy  lets  go,  or  so  occupy  his- 
attention  that  be  cannot  detach  aU  his  forces  against  me.  I  feel  sure  of  getting 
Wilmington,  and  maybe  Charleston,  and  being  at  Goldsboro',  with  its  railroads- 
finished  back  to  Jlorehcad  City  aud  Wilmington,  I  can  easily  take  Raleigh, 
when  it  seems  that  Lee  must  come  out  of  his  trenches  or  allow  his  army  to  be. 
absolutely  Investfid.     If  Schofield  comes  to  Beaufort  he  should  be  pushed  out- 
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to  Kingston,  on  the  Kenae,  and  maybe  ,Goidsboro',  or  rather  a  point  on  the 
Wilmiagton  roadaonth  of  Goldaboro'.  .■  It  is  not  neeeaeary  to  storm  Ooldshoro', 
because  it  is  in  a  distant  region,  of  no  importance  in  itself;  and  if  its  garriaoD  ie 
forced  to  draw  supplies  ft-om  its  north,  it  will  be  eating  up  the  same  stores  on 
which  Lee  depends  for  bia  command. 

I  have  no  doubt  Hood  will  bring  bis  army  to  Augusta,  and  Oanhy  and 
Thomas  should  penetrate  Alabama  as  far  as  possible,  to  keep  employed  at  ieast 
a  part  of  Hood's  army ;  or,  what  would  accomplish  the  same  thing,  Thomas 
might  re-occupy  the  railroad  from  Chattanooga  forward  to  the  Etowah,  viz: 
Rome,  Kingston,  and  Allatoona,  thereby  threatening  Georgia.  I  know  that  the 
Georgia  troops  are  dipaffected.  At  Havannah  I  met  delegates  from  the  seyeral 
counties  of  the  southwest  that  manifested  a  decidedly  hostile  spirit  to  the  con- 
federate cause.  I  nursed  it  along  as  far  aa  possible  and  instructed  Grover  to 
keep  it  up. 

Sly  left  wing  nrost  now  be  at  Sister'a  ferry,  crossing  the  Savannah  river  to 
the  east  bank.  Slocum  has  orders  to  be  at  Eobertsville  to-morrow,  prepared  to 
move  on  Barnwell.  Howard  is  here,  all  ready  to  stai-t  for  the  Augusta  railroad 
at  Midway. 

We  find  the  enemy  on  the  east  side  of  the  Salkehatchie,  and  cavalry  in  our 
front,  but  all  give  ground  on  our  approach  and  seem  to  be  merely  watdiing  us. 
If  I  start  on  Tuesday,  in  oae  week  I  will  be  near  Orangeburg,  haviHg  broken 
up  the  Augusta  road  from  the  Edisto  westward  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles.  I 
will  be  sure  that  every  rail  is  twisted.  Shonld  I  encounter  too  much  opposition 
near  Orangeburg,  then  I  will  for  a  time  neglect  that  branch  and  rapidly  move 
on  Columbia  and  fill  up  the  triangle  formed  by  the  Cougaree  and  Wateree, 
tributaries  of  the  Saiitee,  breaking  up  that  great  centre  of  the  Carolina  roads. 
Up  to  f.bat  point  I  fee!  full  confidence,  but  from  there  I  may  have  to  manosuvre 
some,  and  will  be  guided  by  the  questions  of  weather  and  supplies.  Tou  remem- 
ber I  had  fine  weather  all  February  for  my  Meridian  trip,  and  my  memory  of 
the  weather  at  Charleston  is  that  February  is  usually  a  fine  month.  Before  the 
March  storms  come  I  should  be  within  striking  distance  of  the  coast.  The  monihs 
of  April  and  May  will  be  the  best  for  operations  from  Goldsboro'  to  Ealeigh 
and  the  Eoanoake.  You  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  keep  my  troops  well  in 
hand,  and  if  I  get  worsted  will  aim  to  make  the  enomy  pay  so  dearly  that  yon 
will  have  less  to  do.  I  know  this  trip  is  necessary  to  Uie  war.  It  must  be 
made  sooner  or  later,  and  I  am  on  time  and  in  the  right  position  for  it.  My 
army  is  large  enough  for  the  purpose,  and  I  ask  no  re-enforcement,  but  simply 
wish  the  ntmost  activity  at  aJI  otlier  points,  so  that  concentration  agdnst  me 
may  not  be  univei'sal.  1  expect  Davis  will  move  heaven  and  earth  to  catch  me, 
for  auccesa  to  my  column  ia  fatal  to  his  dream  of  empire.  Richmond  is  not 
more  vital  to  his  cause  than  Columbia  and  the  heart  of  South  Caroliua. 

If  Thomas  will  not  move  on  Seima,  order  him  to  occupy  Rome,  Kingston,  and 
Allatoona,  and  again  threaten  Georgia  in  the  direction  of  Athens. 

I  think  the  poor  white  trash  of  the  south  are  falling  out  of  their  ranks,  by 
sickness,  desertion,  and  eveiy  available  means,  but  there  ie  a  large  class  of  vni- 
■dictive  southemera  who  wiU  fight  to  the  last.  The  sqnabbles  in  Richmond, 
Lthe  howls  in  Charleston,  and  the  disintegration  elsewhere,  are  all  good  omons 
,to  us ;  but  we  must  not  relax  one  iota,  but,  on  the  conti'ary,  pile  np  our  efi'ortB. 

I  would  ere  this  have  been  off,  but  we  had  terrific  rains  which  caught  me  in 
motion,  and  nearly  drowned  some  of  my  columns  iathe  rice-fields  of  the  Bi 
nab,  swept  away  our  causeway  which  had  been  carefully  corduroyed,  and 
the  swamps  hereabout  mere  lakes  of  alimy  mnd;  but  the  weather  is  now  l 
.and  I  have  my  army  on  lerra  firma.  Supplies,  too,  came  for  a  long  time  by 
daily  driblets  instead  of  ia  bulk,  but  this  is  now  all  remedied,  and  I  hope  to 
1  start  on  Tuesday. 

I  will  issue  instructions  to  Foster  based  on  the  re-enforcement  of  North  Caro- 
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lina;  and  if  Schofield  come,  you  had  tetter  relieve  Foster,  who  cannot  take  the 
field  and  needs  an  operation  on  his  leg  and  let  Scbofield  take  command,  with 
headquarters  at  Beaufort,  North  Carolina  and  with  oidera  to  secure,  if  possihle. 
Goldsboro',  with  its  railroad  communication  back  to  Beaufort  and  Wilmington. 
If  Lee  lets  us  get  that  position  he  is  gone  up 

I  will  st-art  with  my  Atlanta  army,  sixfj  thousand  (60  000,)  supplied  as  before, 
and  depending  on  the  countiy  for  all  exceat  of  thuty  (30)  days.  I  will  have 
less  cattle  on  the  hoof,  but  I  hear  of  hogi  cows  and  ciIycs  in  Barnwell  and  the 
Columbia  districts.  Etch  here  we  found  some  forage.  Of  course  the  enemy 
will  carry  off  and  destroy  some  forage,  but  I  will  bum  the  houses  where  the 
people  bum  forage,  and  they  will  get  tired  of  that. 

I  must  risk  Hood,  and  trust  to  you  to  hold  Lee  or  be  on  his  heels  if  he  comes 
south.  1  observe  that  the  enrmy  has  some  respect  for  my  name,  for  they  gave 
up  Pocotaligo  quick  when  they  heard  that  the  attacking  force  belonged  to  mo. 
I  will  try  and  keep  up  that  feeling,  which  is  a  real  power. 


With  respect,  your  friend. 


Lieut.  General  U.  8.  Gbant, 

City  Point,  Virginia. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandirtg. 


I  leave  my  chief  quartermaster  and  commissary  behind  lo  follow  c 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Im  tkejield,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  29,  1865. 

Ge.\'eeal:  I  have  just  received  despatches  from  General  Grant,  stating  that 
Sfthofieid's  corps,  the  S3d,  twenty-one  thousand  (21,000)  strong,  is  ordered  east 
from  Tennessee  and  will  be  sent  to  Beaufort,  North  Carolina.  That  is  well ;  I 
want  that  forcetoeecureapoint  on  the  railroad  about  Goldsboro',  and  then  to  build 
the  road  out  to  that  point.  If  Goldsboro' be  too  strong  to  cany  by  a  rapid  move- 
ment, then  a  point  near  the  Neuse,  south  of  Goldsboro',  hut  holding  the  bridge 
and  position  about  Kingston,  and  fortify  it  strong.  The  movement  should  be 
masked  by  the  troops  already  at  Newbem.  Please  notify  General  Palmer  that 
these  troops  are  coming,  and  for  him  to  prepare  to  receive  them.  Major  Gen- 
eral Schofield  will  command  them  in  person,  and  is  admirably  adapted  for  the 
work.  If  it  is  possible  I  want  him  to  secure  Goldsboro'  with  the  railroad  back 
to  Morehead  City  and  Wilmington,  As  soon  as  General  Schofield  i-eaches  Fort 
Macon,  have  him  to  meet  some  one  of  your  staff  to  explain  in  full  the  detail  of 
the  situation  of  affairs  with  me,  and  yoa  can  give  him  chief  commaad  of  all 
troops  at  Cape  Fear  and  in  North  Carolina.  If  he  finds  the  enemy  has  all 
turned  south  agjunst  me,  he  need  not  follow,  but  turn  his  attention  againSt  Ka- 
leigh ;  but  if  he  can  secure  Goldsboro'  and  Wilmington,  it  will  be  as  much  as  I 
expect  before  I  have  passed  the  Santee,  Send  him  all  detachments  of  men  that 
have  come  to  join  my  army.  They  can  be  so  organized  aud  officered  as  to  be 
more  efficient,  for  they  are  nearly  all  old  soldiers  who  have  been  detached  or  on 
forJongh.  Until  I  pass  the  Santee  yon  can  better  use  these  detachments  at 
Bull's  bay,  Georgetown,  &c. 

I  will  instract  General  McOallum,  of  the  raih-oad  department,  to  take  his 
men  up  to  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  and  use  them  on  the  road  out,  I  do  not 
know  that  he  can  employ  them  on  any  road  here.  I,  did  instruct  him,  while 
awaiting  information  from  North  Carolina,  to  employ  them  in  building  a  good 
trestle  bridge  across  Port  Royal  ferry,  hut  I  now  suppose  the  pontoon  bridge 
will  do.     If  you  move  the  pontoons' be  sure  to  make  a  good  road  out  to  Gar- 
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den's  coraev  and  mark  it  with  eign-boai-ds,  obstructing  the  old  road,  ao  that  should 
1  send  back  atiy  detacliments  tliey  would  not  be  misled. 

I  prefer  that  Hatch's  force  hereabouts  should  not  be  materially  weakened 
imtil  I  am  near  Oolumhia,  when  you  may  be  governed  by  the  situation  of  af- 
fairs about  Charlestoa.     If  yon  can  break  therailroad  between  this  and  Charles- 
ton, then  this  force  could  be  reduced. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  J.  G.  Poster, 

Commanding  Department  'if  the   South. 


nGADQUARTEHS  MILITARY  DiVISlOfJ  OF  THE  MJ.SSISSH'PI. 

/»  the  field,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Janitary  89,  1S65. 
General:  I  have  well  reconnoitred  hereabouts,  and  am  saiiefied  that  it  is 
not  to  our  intei-est  to  reconstruct,  at  this  time,  any  of  the  rtulroads  out  of  Savan- 
nah. After  securing  all  the  property  there,  I  wish  yon  to  transfer  your  men 
and  tools  to  North  Carolina,  (Newhern,)  unless  Wilmington  should  fall  into  our 
possession,  and  prepare  to  make  railroad  communication  to  Goldsboro'  by  the 
middle  of  March.  You  need  not  bnild  the  bridge  over  Port  Eoyal,  which  I  re- 
quested of  you  at  Savannah  ;  that  can  be  done  by  Foster's  command. 

Genei-al  Grant  advises  me  of  heavy  re-enforcements  being  sent  to  North  Caro- 
lina. You  may  therefore  at  once  ti'ansport  Colonel  Wright  and  his  operators 
to  Newhern  or  Wilmington,  if  that  place  be  in  our  possession,  and  prepare  tim- 
ber, iron,  cars  and  locomotives  adapted  to  the  roads  of  North  Carolina,  enough 
to  build  out  to  Goldeboro'  when  you  can  get  possession  of  the  road. 

Let  Colonel  Wright  report  to  General  Schofieldor  other  commanding  officer 
he  may  find,  who,  on  presenting  this  letter  will  furnish  all  aid. 
General  Easton  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  McCallum, 

Railroad  Department,  Savannah, 

ht  his  absence.  Colonel  W.  W.    Wright. 


HUADliOABTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  29,  1865. 

General  ;  I  wish  yon  to-morrow  to  send  a  detachment  to  the  forks  of  ihe 
road  this  side  of  the  Salkehatchie,  and  then  make  demonstrations  as  though  pre- 
paratory to  cross  over  to  the  east  side.  Try  and  make  a  pathway  of  fallen  lim- 
ber through  the  swamp  so  as  to  enable  skirmishers  to  appear  near  the  river  bank 
at  the  railroad  and  wagon  road  bridges  ;  also,  if  possible,  let  one  or  more  horse- 
men try  to  pass  through  the  water  along  the  wagon  road.  I  think  the  water 
must  have  subsided  enough  foe  this.  Also  let  a  party  take  tools  and  prepare, 
on  the  railroad  causeway,  a  place  (countereuuk)  for  two  guns  en  embrasure. 

Report  to  me  what  is  seen  by  night,  I  will  remain  here  until  I  heai-  from 
General  Slocum  about  Roberts vilie,  when  the  whole  army  will  move  north, 
leaving  you  to  cover  this  point.  I  deem  it  important  to  hold  the  position  on  the 
railroad  for  some  time,  say  ten  (10)  days  after  I  leave,  and  during  that  time  to 
feel  across  the  Salkehatehio  in  the  direction  of  Charleston,  so  as  to  destroy  the 
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raili-oad  aa  far  towai-ds  the  Edisto  as  possible.  As  long  as  the  railroad  is  intact 
up  to  Salkehatchie  you  will  see  an  enoiny  may  rapidly  interpose  between  here 
and  Port  Royal,  which  might  iacommode  as.  At  the  same  time  G-eneral  Foster 
will  try  and  cat  the  road  between  this  and  Charleston,  the  effect  of  which  will 
he  to  make  the  enemy  guard  the  road  in  ita  whole  length.  After  I  have  reached 
the  Augusta  road  I  do  not  think  this  road  will  he  of  much  use  to  the  enemy. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Hatch,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Milftary  Divtsiow  of  the  MississtPPi, 

In  the  field,  Pozotaligo,  S.  C,  January  30,  1865. 
General  ;  The  general-'n- chief  desirea  me  to  say  that  he  ia  watting  anx- 
iously to  hear  from  General  Slocum,  that  he  may  know  all  ia  ready,  and  will 
then  give  the  order  for  moving.  General  Slocum  haa  orders  to  report  hia  read- 
iness. He  (General  Sherman)  wishes  you  to  hold  your  command  in  readiness 
and  prepared  to  reach  Hickory  Hill  Post  Office  the  next  march ;  also  to  have 
General  Blair  reconnoitre  with  a  view  of  learning  if  there  be  a  practicable  road 
for  communicariou  and  marching  from  McPbersonvilie  to  Robertsville. 

There  ia  a  lot  of  recruits,  &c.,  here  that  wiU  report  to  you  to-night ;  the  gen- 
eral says  if  you  have  arms  you  may  put  them  to  duty,  but  if  not,  and  cau't 
make  good  use  of  them,  you  may  send  them  to  Beaufort  if  you  wish. 

The  general  does  not  wish  you  to  move  beyond  your  present  position  until 
all  are  ready  and  orders  made. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  A.  A.  G. 
Major  Genera]  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


Headciuabtbrs  Mtlitarv  Division  of  the  Mrssrssim, 

In  the  field,  Pocoialigo,  S.  C,  January  31,  1865. 
General:  Howard  moves  Wednesday  mornine;  zija  Hickory  Hill  and  Riv- 
er's bridge.     Communicate  with  me  at  Hickory  Hill,  and  follow  us  aa  rapidly 
as  possible  by  the  old  Orangebui^  road,  by  Lawtonville,  Duck  Branch  Post  Of- 
fice, and  Beaufort  bridge.     Let  Kilpatrick'a  cavalry  keep  on  your  left  front. 

I  have  not  heard  of  your  crosaing  the  Savannah  yet,  hut  negroes  report  yonr 
pushing  the  enemy  through  Lawtonville. 
Make  (he  most  poaaible  of  this  fiue  weather. 


Major  General  Slocum,  Sister's  Ferry. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  4  miles  from  Hickory  Hill,  February  1,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 
GbNKRAL:  Tour  letters  of  January  31  are  i-eceived.  I  cannot  modify  my 
orders  relative  to  General  Saxton  having  the  chaFge  of  recruiting  blacks.  The 
Secreta^  made  that  point.  I  think  the  impression  at  Washington  is  that  both 
you  and  I  are  inimical  to  the  policy  of  arming  negroes,  and  all  know  that 
Saxton  is  not,  and  his  appointment  rei^ncileB  that  difficulty. 
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If  anytbitig  serious  occurs  con-espopd  directly  with  Mr,  Stanton,  and  mak 

your  poials.     Let  Grant  know  I  am  ia  motion,  and  telegraph  to  Baston  tbat  i 

SIocTim  lias  to  wait  for  provisions  it  will  be  dead  loss,  aa  we  are  eating  np  oui:^ 

Let  Hatch  continually  feel  the  Salkebatchie,  and  the  moment  the  enemy  leta 

go,  get  the  railroad  hroten  hack  to  the  Edisto. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
Major  General  J.  G.  Foster, 

"  "   J'  DepartmcTtt  of  the  South. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Ji*  the  field,  near  Hickory  HUl,  February  1,  1865. 
Gkngral  :  Your  note  of  this  morning  is  received.  All  right ;  get  word  over 
to  Slocum  that  I  have  started  and  will  be  opposite  River's  bridge  to-morrow. 
I  may  await  him  there,  or  go  on  to  the  railroad  about  Midway.  He  should  push 
cavalry  first,  and  corps  by  corps,  as  fast  as  ready.  Keep  feeling  at  the  Salke- 
batchie bridge  and  tlie  ferry,  and  if  the  enemy  lets  go,  follow  up  to  the  Edisto. 
Let's  coop  him  in  Charleston,  close.  Foster  will  demonstrate  about  Edisto 
island. 

Roads  are  very  fair,  obstructed  at  the  swamps,  but  we  cut  away  about  as  fast 
as  a  column  marches.  We  find  some  hogs,  bacon,  and  corn,  but  much  has  been 
carried  off  by  Wheeler,  who  is  ahead. 

Open  communication  to-night  with  Slocum  from  Coosawhatchie  to  Roberts- 
ville. 

Youra, 

W.  T,  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
Brigadier  General  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  tkejield,  Hickory  Hill,  S.  C,  February  1,  1S65— 5  p.  m. 

Gbnerai,  :  I  have  a  letter  from  General  Williams  detailing  your  difficulties- 
I  think  you  had  better  despatch  Williams  with  his  two  divisions,  andKilpat- 
riek's  cavalry,  by  the  road  leading  through  Duck  Branch  Post  Office,  to  Beaufor* 
bridge,  and  overtake  us  and  fol  ow  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  balance.  I 
deem  it  important  to  get  on  the  railroad  aa  soon  aa  possible.  We  will  march 
slowly,  say  ten  or  twelve  miles  a  day,  towards  Midway,  and  I  want  you  to  come 
up  on  our  left,  say  at  Blackville  or  Graham's.  You  will  find  some  meat  and 
foi'age.     We  have  already  found  some. 

Wheeler  had  a  division  of  "cavalry  here,  but  they  ran ;  they  had  obstructed 
the  roads,  but  these  were  cleari'd  out  without  delay.  Tell  Ooi-ae  he  may  come 
by  Hickory  Hill  or  Difck  Branch,  as  he  finds  most  convenient.  You  might  oc- 
cupy roads  to  the  left  for  convenience. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
Miijox-  General  H,  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  heft  Win^. 


Hbadciuahters  Military  Division  of  thf,  Mississippi, 

Hickory  Hill  Post  Office,  S.  C,  February  2,  1865—3^2  a.  m. 
ih :  I  have  just  read  your  despatch.     You  may  go  on  with  two  divi- 
iccure,  if  possible,  Rivera's  bridge.     Let  one  division  keep  to  Angle- 


>y  Google 


EEFOKT   01-'    MAJOR    GENERAL    SHEEIIAK.  31? 

Bey'a  post  office  by  the  south  of  Whippy.  Logan  will  move  so  as  to  get  his 
head  of  column  on  the  road  leading  from  Duck  Branch  post  ofBce  to  Anglesey's. 
That  road  (the  old  Orangeburg)  is  supposed  to  be  on  good,  fii-m  ground,  and  is 
an  old  road  leading  to  Beaufort's  bridge,  which  is  the  one  I  expect  to  use. 

Wheeler's  cavalry  is  mostly  to  our  left.     At  Eivers's  you  will  find  rebel  in- 
fantiy  and  aitilleo'  in  position. 

Slocwm  is  unable  to  cross  the  Savannah  by  reason  of  water  over  the  banks ; 
will  have  to  bridge  three-quarters    of  a  mile,  from  four  to  six  feet  of  water. 
We  may  have  to  go  to  the  railroad  without  him.     I  have  a  cipher  despatch  from 
him,  the  contents  of  which,  when  translated,  I  will  tell  the  bearer  of  this. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tann.cssee. 


HearuuaKtebs  MrLiTARY  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  3J  mUes  north  of  Thick  'Branch  Post  Office, 

Sl^from  Focotaligo  February  3,  1865—7  p.  m. 

General  t  I  wrote  you  on  the  road  yesterday  touching  the  matter  of  Gfeneral 
Saxton,  and  gave  you  my  reasons  for  not  changing  my  orders,  I  still  adhere 
to  that  conclnsion,  but  have  do  objection  whatever  that  you  should  apply  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  direct,  and  leave  Lim  to  judge.  But  as  to  military  disci- 
pline, I  decide  that  General  Saxton  cannot  go  to  a  military  post,  and  do  anything 
which,  in  the  judgment  of  i^a  commander,  is  caieulated  to  produce  confusion  and 
disorder.  The  commanding  officer  of  a  post  is  the  proper  person  to  see  that  it 
does  not  become  encumbered  with  idle  or  worthless  vagabonds  of  any  color,  sex, 
or  kind.  You  may  sustain  General  Grover  in  anything  he  may  do  aa  to  main- 
taining good  order  and  government  at  Savannah. 

The  Seci-etaay  of  War  ia  charged  by  Congreas  with  the  administration  of  the 
war  policy,  and  we  are  bouod  to  reapect  his  authority  and  wishes,  and  these  are 
contained  in  my  ordera.  If  General  Saxton  presumes  on  any  special  influences, 
let  him  aloue  and  he  will  commit  aome  breadi  of  military  propriety,  when  you 
will  take  action. 

I  consider  he  has  no  more  control  over  organizations  of  colored  troops  after 
they  are  mustered  and  paid  than  the  superintendent  of  the  general  recruiting 
Bervice  for  white  ti'OOps-  During  the  inchoate  existence  of  a  regiment  or  com- 
pany he  may  use  it  about  his  rendezvoua  for  guard  and  police ;  but  after  troops 
are  organized  as  companies,  battalions,  or  regiments,  mustered  in  and  paid  by 
the  United  States,  they  at  once  become,  like  any' other  part  of  your  command, 
subject  to  yonr  orders  and  details.  Indeed,  were  I  in  your  pJace  I  would  prefer 
this  disposition,  as  it  relieves  you  of  all  the  details  of  organization.  As  to  Lit- 
tlefield'a  duties,  yon  can  put  him  subject  to  Saxton,  or  you  can  give  him  the 
details  of  any  other  officera  and  men  of  your  command  at  your  own  option.  You 
may  require  him  to  apply  for  such  details  as  he  wants,  and  you  can  make  them 
just  as  you  would  for  the  quartermaster. 

As  io  the  nomination  of  officers  for  negro  regiments,  that  purely  belonga  to 
the  appointing  power,  the  President,  who  may  delegate  it  to  whom  he  sees  fit. 
Aa  to  steamboats,  I  don't  think  General  Kaston  has  any  feeling  as  to  you,  but 
I  think  he  has  an  idea  that  Major  Thomas,  much  his  junior,  ia  left  to  judge.  If 
he  knows  that  you  give  the  subject  your  personal  attention  he  will  be  content. 
It  would  be  well  for  you  to  confer  with  him,  for  I  have  given  him  "  cartehlanche" 
and  hold  him  accountable  as  to  mj  immediate  army. 
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My  movementa  now  will  depend  for  a  day  or  two  on  Slocum,  but  you  had 
better  be  all  ready  for  the  ateps  I  indicated.  We  find  a  good  deal  of  cavalry  on 
all  the  roads,  but  they  do  not  delay  our  march.  The  infantry  iB  behind  the 
Salkehatchie,  which  is  a  swampy,  ogly  stream,  all  the  way  up  to  Barnwell.  I 
am  much  obliged  for  the  paper.  All  well. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHKEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  J.  Gr,  Foster, 

f  Department  of  the  SoutJi. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  February  3,  1865—5  p.  m. 
Greneral  Howahd  : 

Your  no'te  and  orders  of  last  night  were  not  received  niitil  a  few  moments  ago. 
Gteneral  Logan  got  here  last  night,  and  to-day  drove  the  enemy  from  a  position 
on  the  other  side  of  Duck  creek.  General  Williams  brought  up  five  brigades  of 
Slocum's  troops,  but  no  later  news  of  Slocura  ;  thiuks  he  will  iave  a  hard  time 
to  get  across  Savannah  river  at  all. 

I  ordered  Wood's  division  to  Anglesey's  post  office,  and  John  E.  Smith  is 
between.  To-morrow  the  15th  corps  will  move  on  Beaufort's  bridge,  which  is 
also  strongly  defended,  and  I  will  order  Williams  toward  Barnwell,  to  the  point 
marked  "  Hayes." 

I  will  myself  stop  at  Anglesey's  post  office  til!  I  hear  what  progi'ess  is  ma(3e 
to  effect  a  lodgment  across  the  Salkehatchie,     General  Wood's  is  now  at  Angle- 
sey's, and  will  lead  to  Beaufort's  to-morrow.     If  Slocum  were  up  I  would  move 
Mm  to  Barnwell  at  once,  but  caa  use  Williams  to  produce  the  same  effect. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  General. 


Huadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Ditch  Branch  Post  Office,  Fehruary  3,  186,1. 
Genrral  ;  Move  youreommand  to-morrow ;  two  divisions  to  Beaufort's  bridge, 
and  one  to  Anglesey's  post  office.  Better  pursue  the  same  order  as  now,  and 
let  all  march — say  at  6  a.  m.  That  will  bring  the  divisions  of  Wood  and  John 
E,  t'mith  at  Beaufort's,  and  Hazen's  at  Anglesey's.  I  will  move  Williams  by 
our  left  rear  around  to  Arnold  churcli  and  Hayes. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
General  LoGAPf, 

Commanding  ISlA  Corps, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  Duch  Branch  Post  Office,  S.  C,  Fehruary  i,  1865—3  a.  m. 
General  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  copy  of  report  just  received  from  Major 
General  Howard,  his  operations  giving  full  ])osaession  of  the  Salkehatchie. 

General  Sherman  desires  that  you  will  move  your  command  slowly  to  the  point 
indicated  in  the  instructions  sent  yesterday  p,  m„  theee  operations  giving  you. 
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probably,  a  clear  road  ;  it  ia  reported  that  Wheeler  has  paeeed  around  our  front 
across  the  Salkehatchie. 

Please  comrannicate  with  Gfeneral  Slocum  the  progreaa  made  and  our  present 
situation,  and  the  fact  of  onr  being  iu  possession  of  the  Sallcehatchie,  given  by 
Mower's  assault  to-day ;  alao  su^  other  items  as  wiU  be  of  information  to  him. 
We  will  move  as  indicated, 

I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adj-ulant  General. 
Brevet  Major  General  Williams, 

Commanding  20lk  Corps. 

P.  8. — Send  substance  of  this  to  Slooum.  I  think  you  had  better  send  tbe 
hulk  of  your  train,  under  small  escort,  by  the  direct  road  to  Beaufort's  bridge,  to 
which  point  you  may  conduct  your  command  around  by  Allendale  post  office 
and  Arnold  cliurch,  making  as  much  display  as  possible.  Take  enough  wagons 
and  artillery  with  you  to  forage  good,  and  try  and  be  at  Beaufort's  bridge  to- 
morrow night,  so  you  can  pass  the  Salkehatchie  there  without  fail.  Then,  proba- 
bly, we  shall  move  without  waiting  for  Slocum,  though  I  want  Kilpatrick  np  aa 
quick  as  possible;  but  be  should  swing  round  to  Barnwell,  but  not  further  west 
without  orders. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headqiiaeteks  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  Beaufort's  Bridge,  S.  C,  Fehmary  5,  1865. 
(te\kral  :  General  Kilpatrick  is  now  up  to  Allendale  post  office,  and  will 
move  to-morrow  on  Barnwell,  and  thence  to  join  ua  about  Bamburg. 

I  wish  your  wing  to  move  now  with  all  expedition  consistent  with  due  caution, 
and  make  a  strong  lodgement  on  the  South  Carolina  railroad  anywhere  from 
Graham's  to  tbe  Edisto. 

I  will  instruct  General  Williama  to  crosa  here,  and  move  four  milea  towards 
Barnwell,  and  thence  foUoiy  crosa-roada  ia  tbe  direction  of  Graham's  station, 

I  suppose  you  will  move  the  17tb  corpa  direct  on  Midway,  and  the  15th  corps 
on  Bamburg.     I  will  attend  the  15th  corps. 
I  am  youre,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  oj^  the  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Military  Divis[o.\  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  thefield,  Beaufort's  Bridge,  S.  C,  Febrtiary  5,  1865.  , 

GenkraL;  Captain  Newtoiihas  just  arrived,  and  I  am  glad  you  are  up.  The 
enemy  is  all  in  the  miat  a&  to  our  movements,  save  they  think  Slocum'a  com- 
mand has  gone  up  to  Augusta,  and  that  I  am  moving  on  Branchville.  We  carried 
the  position  at  Eivera's  yeaterday,  and  to-day  have  passed  both  corps  across — 
17th  at  Rivera's,  and  15th  here  at  Beaufort's.  I  sent  Williams  round  by  Allen- 
dale to  make  a  feint  on,  Barnwell,  To-morrow  the  17th  corps  will  move  rapidly 
on  Midway,  and  the  16th  on  Bamburg  j  Williams  will  follow  in  resei-ve. 

The  enemy  intended  to  defend  the  line  of  Salkehatchie,  but  are  now  falling 
back  to  the  Edisto. '    Presuming  you  get  to-day  to  Allendale  Post  Office,  I  want 
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you  to-morrow  to  move  rapidly  on  Barnwell,  keeping  up  any  feint  you  may  please 
in  the  direction  of  Augusta.  Next  day  strike  the  raili'oad  where  yoa  please, 
from  Blackville  to  Lowry's.  If  you  can,  get  and  destroy  cars,  locomotives,  and 
depots,  but  don't  delay  long,  hut  effectually  destroy  some  piece  of  the  track, 
enough  to  cut  communicatiOQ,  and  then  turn  to  us  about  Duncanville  or  Bam- 
burg.  You  will  find  plenty  of  com  and  bacon.  I  think  Wheeler's  forces  are 
scattered,  and  he  htts  no  idea  where  yon  are  up  to  this  moment,  so  you  can  act  with 
a  rash.  Some  cavalry  retreated  before  General  Williams  to  the  northwest, 
towards  Augusta,  and  other  parts  across  the  bridges  of  Salkehatchie.  I  don't 
care  about  your  going  into  Barnwell,  and  only  refer  to  it  as  the  point  where  you 
will  likely  find  cleared  roads  across  the  swamp.  The  bridges  amount  to  nothing; 
tlie  swamp  is  the  worst,  and  you  may  cross  it  wherever  you  please.  I  expect 
to  hear  from  yon  the  night  of  February  7,  or  moruiugof  the  8th,  when  I  will  be 
with  the  15th  corps  not  far  from  DuncauviUe  or  Bambiirg. 

Oa  this  aide  the  Salkehatchie  we  find  the  roads  fiae,  with  farms  and  abundance 
of  forage.     None  has  been  destroyed. 

The  farmers  west  of  Salkeliatckie  were  ordered  to  move  their  forage  and  stock 
to  the  east  of  Salkehatchie,  the  rebels  expecting  to  hold  that  line. 

Mystify  the  enemy  all  you  can,  but  break  that  road  while  I  move  straight  on 
it  about  Lowry's. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SIIEEMAN,  Major  General. 

General  Kilpathick, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Allendale. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Beaufoxt'»  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  5,  186S. 
General  ;  The  right  wing  of  the  army  will  move  early  to-morrow  against 
the  South  Carolina  railroad  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bamburg. 

I  wish  you  to  cross  the  Salkehatchie  and  move  for  the  same  point,  but  for 
convenience  of  movement  suggest  you  take  the  Barnwell  road  to  Ayei-'s,  where 
a  road  leads  to  Blackville  which  interaecls  one  coming  into  the  direct  Bamburg 
road  from  here,  at  the  Little  Salkehatchie.  As  you  approach  the  Little  Salke- 
batchie  I  think  you  can  find  some  road  to  Bamburg,  without  coming  into  colli- 
sion with  the  15th  corps,  that  will  occupy  ten  miles  of  that  road ;  I  think  such 
a  road  will  be  found  fi'om  Nimmon'a  to  Duneaaville,  crossing  Little  Salkehatchie, 
above  or  at  Bowling's  mill.  I  will  be  near  the  leading  division  of  the  15th 
coi-ps.  Kilpatrick  will  be  about  Barnwell  to-morrow  night,  aud  will  strike  the 
rtulioad  next  day  between  Blackville  and  Graham's. 

If  you  can  find  any  other  road  than  the  one  I  suggest,  which  is  nearly  par- 
allel with  the  one  travelled  by  the  15th  corps,  and  not  more  than  sis  or  seven 
miles  off,  you  can  take  it;  always  sending  me  word,  and  in  case  of  liearing  the 
sound  of  serious  battle,  change  your  course  towards  it. 
I  am,  yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Majo-r  General  Commanding. 
General  A.  S.  Williams,  Commanding  2Qth  Corps. 


Headocarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississirn, 
In  ihefitld,  Bcanfon's  Bridge,  A'.  C,  February  5,  1SS5. 
Ge?jerai,  :  I  have  insti-ucted  General  Howard  to  move  the  right  wing,  and 
make  a  lodgement  on  the  South  Carolina  railroad,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bam- 
burg.    You  may,  therefore,  in  anticipation  of  the  movement,  make  orders  fur 
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the  I5th  corps  to  take  the  direct  road  to  Duncanyille,  Kilpatriek  will  move  by 
J3arQwell,  and  I  have  ordered  G-eneral  Williapa  to  cross  the  Big  Salkehatchie 
by  this  bridge  ;  thence  to  take  the  Barnwell  road  ont  ss  far  as  Ayer's,  where  a 
road  brandies  to  Blackyille.  He  will  follow  that  to'  about  Nimmon'e,  trnstiag 
to  find  some  road  leading  up  to  Graham's  or  Duncanville. 

I  would  like,  if  possible,  that  Hazen  should  be  on  the  north  side  of  the  Bam- 
well  road  by  eight  o'clock,  so  that  Williams  can  pass  him,  and  that  the  two 
armies  should  not  get  mixed  at  the  place  where  Hazen's  camp  now  is. 
I  am,  yours,  &c., 

W,  T.  SHEKMAS,  Major  General 
Major  General  J.  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  i5tk  Corps. 


Headiiuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the.  fields  Jive  miles  from  Bambwg,  February  6, 1865. 

General  ;  You  may  make  your  orders,  and  march  to-morrow  on  Lowry's 
Station,  South  Carolina  railroad,  and  makea  strong  lodgement  and  break  up  the 
road.  Inasmuch  as  the  enemy  must,  by  this  time,  have  detected  our  plan,  you, 
should  be  prepared  for  bsttle.  You  know  that  the  17th  corps  is  approaching 
Midway  by  the  road  from  Eivers's  bridge,  and  should  now  be  within  dght  miles. 
You  have  only  five  miles  to  Bamburg,  and  one  more  to  Lowry's.  Williams  is 
just  behind  you,  and  Kilpati-ick  is  supposed  to  be  at  Barnwell,  and  has  orders 
to  strike  the  railroad  about  Blackville  and  turn  to  Bambuig.  "Williams  is 
ordered  to  move  Straight  on  Graham's  Station,  unless  he  heais  you  engaged, 
when  he  will  turn  to  your  left  flank. 

Tou  had  better  march  with  two  divisions,  disencumbered  of  all  wagons  save 
a  few  with  cartridges,  and  the  ambulances,  and  let  your  ti'ain  follow  to  any 
point  you  may  select,  about  Bamburg  or  Lowry's,  tii  be  parked,  As  soon  as 
you  rea«h  the  railroad  set  to  work  to  destroy  it  effectually,  viz  :  every  rail 
must  he  twisted. 

Your  advance  should  push  out  a  mile  or  so  beyond  the  railroad,  towards  South 
Edisto,  on  the  Cannon's  Bridge  road.  If  you  hear  Howard  engaged  leaa  towai-ds 
Midway,  but  get  the  road  brokea  anyhow.  I  wjll  be  with  you,  but  want  you  to 
fight  your  own  battle,  as  I  am  a  uon- combatant.  The  enemy  ought  to  fight  us, 
but  I  don't  believe  he  will. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 

Major  General  J".  A.  Logan, 

Gom.maiid.mg  15tk  Corps. 

Have  the  Icft-Iiand  road  at  the  church  clear  for  Williams  by  8  a.  m. 


[Cipher  dcaputcli.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
Armies  in  thejield,  Loxory's  Station,  February  7,  1865. 
General  Foster,  Hilton  Head,  S.   C.  ; 

We  are  on  the  railroad  at  Midway.  Weather  bad  ;  water  high,  and  roads 
bad.  These  may  force  me  to  turn  against  Charleston  before  crossing  the  San- 
tee.  Enemy  has  reti'eated  east  and  north  across  the  Edisto.  We  will  break 
up  fifty  miles  of  this  road  towards  Augusta,  and  thea  move  over  towards 
Columbia, 
21* 
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"Wateh  Charleston  close,  and  threaten  Bull's  bay.  Hatch's  force  should  row 
get  across  to  Edisto,  about  Jackgonboro'  aad  Willstown.  Slocum  is  not  yet 
up. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Ciplier  despatch,] 

Heatjquaktkks  Military  Divisio?j  of  the  Mrssissippi, 

Army  in  tkejield,  Fehruart/  7,  1865. 
Admiral  Dahloben  : 

"We  aie  on  the  South  Carolina  road  at  Midway,  and  will  break  fifty  miles  fiom 
Edisto  towards  Augusta ;  I  then  cross  towards  Coluiahia.  Weather  is  bad  am' 
country  full  of  water.  This  cause  may  force  me  to  turn  against  Charleston  I 
have  ordered  Poster  to  move  Hatch  up  to  the  Edisto  about  Jacksonboio'  and 
Willstown,  also  to  make  that  lodgement  at  Bull's  bay. 

Watch  Charleston  close ;  I  think  Davis  will  order  it  to  be  abandoned  lest  he 
lose  its  garrison  as  well  as  guns.  We  are  all  well,  and  the  enemy  reti-eats 
before  us.  Send  word  to  Newbern  that  you  have  heard  from  me,  and  the  prob- 
abilities are  that  high  waters  may  force  me  to  the  coast  before  I  reach  North 
Carolina,  but  to  keep  Wilmington  busy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississppi, 

In  tkejield,  Lowry's,  Fehmary  7,  1S65. 
General  :  We  are  on  the  railroad  and  the  enemy  has  retreated  across  the 
Edisto.  I  propose  to  break  np  the  road  westward,  so  you  may  let  G-eary  join  Wil- 
liams about  Graham's,  and  let  Davis  take  any  road  yon  may  prefer  to  the  left  to 
reach  the  neighborhood  of  Blackvilie.  You  may  send  that  corps  (14th)  through 
Barnwell  for  the  sake  of  forage.  We  find  plenty,  but  I  fear  we  leave  but  little 
behind  us.     Weather  is  villanous,  but  we  can't  help  it  and  must  do  the  beat  we 

Send  haek  to  Coosawhatehie  fort,  or  any  other  point  you  may  think  best,  tlie 
enclosed  cipher  messages  to  General  Poster  and  Admiral  Dahlgren.     Send  by 
several  messengers  and  by  secure  roads. 
Tours,  &c., 

■W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  Slocum,  on  the  Road. 


lie  A  D«o  asters  Military  Division  of  ths  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  Lowry's  Station,  S.  C,  Railroad,  February  7,  1865. 
General  :  Your  note  of  3  p.  m.  is  received.  We  are  all  on  the  i-oad,  and 
will  break  road  to-morrow  and  then  move  up  towards  Augusta.  You  can  remain 
where  yon  are  and  try  and  secure  the  bridge  at  the  head  of  Young's  island.  I 
will  pass  the  Edisto,  above  that  point,  and  as  high  as  Guignard's  bridge.  Make 
a  good  break  while  you  are  about  it.  If  you  fee!  confident  you  may  move  np 
the  road,  making  occasional  breaks,  and  meet  na  on  your  return  about  White 
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Pond  in  two  days  after  to-morrov;'.     I  will  order  Davis's  corps  to  come  round 
through  Barnwell  to  White  Poad  or  Wiadaor's,    Don't  risli  much,  but  keep  your 
iiorses  and  men  wel!  in  hand. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEUSEAN",  Majo,-  General. 
Greueral  Kilpatkick,  Commanding  Caoalry. 


-  Headquarters  Militaby  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Ik  the  field,  Loiory's  Station,  H.  0.,  February  8,  1865. 
General  :  Tours  of  this  date  is  received.     Burn  all  cotton.     The  confederate 
congress  has  appropriated  ail  cotton  to  its  own  use.     It  is  the  only  cash  article 
left  to  the  enemy.     I  send  you  a  letter  to  Wheeler  in  answer  to  his,  which  you 
can  leave  with  the  lady  to  he  seat  to  Wheeler  as  best  she  can. 

Destroy  the  railroad  and  its  attachments,  tanks,  sheds,  everything  that  facili- 
tates its  use.  I  will  send  you  orders  for  to-morrow,  which  amount  to  moving 
up  to  Blackville..  If  youhcarof  Geary  to-day  in  reach,  turn  him  at  once  to  Black- 
ville  ;  Slocum  should  move  the  14th  corps  towards  Williston.  I  think  the  left 
wing  will  cross  the  Edisto  about  Guignard's  and  Pine  Log  bridges.  I  want  to 
get  the  left  wing  on  the  Orangeburg  and  Edgefield  road  as  soon  as  possible. 
We  are  twisting  the  iron  here  beautiful.  I  will  send  the  engineeiB  up  to  yon 
to-morrow,  they  do  the  work  best. 

W   T.  SHERMAN" 

Major  General. 
General  A.  S.  Williams,  Graham's. 


Headquakters  Military  Division  of  thu  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  February  8,  1865. 
General  :  Tours  addressed  to  General  Howard  is  received  by  me.     I  hope 
,  you  will  bum  all  cotton  and  save  us  the  trouble.     We  don't  want  it,  and  it  lias 
proven  a  curee  to  our  country.     All  you  don't  burn,  I  ivill.     As  to  private 
houses  oecapied  by  peaceful  families,  my  orders  are  not  to  molest  or  disturb  them, 
and  I  think  my  orders  are  obeyed.     Vacant  houses,  being  of  no  use  to  anybody, 
I  care  little  about,  as  the  owners  have  thought  them  of  no  use  to  themselvea, 
I  doii't  want  them  destroyed,  but  do  not  take  much  care  to  preserve  them. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEailAN,  Major  Qmcral. 
Major  General  J.  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  Confederate  Army. 


HEADaUARTEBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OE  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

hi  thejield,  Lowry's,  February  8,  1865. 

GsNERAL  :  I  have  just  received  your  note  in  cipher.  I  send  you  a  copy  of 
orders  for  the  next  move  which  will  give  you  the  ksj  to  the  whole.  Wheeler 
writes  to  General  Howard,  offering  not  to  bum  cotton  if  we  don't  burn  houses. 
I  assured  him  that  he  would  oblige  me  by  burning  cotton,  aa  it  saves  us,  the  . 
trouble;  that  we  don't  burn  occupied  houses;  but  if  people  vacate  their  own 
houses,  I  don't  think  they  should  expect  us  to  protect  them. 

Ton  may  bura  all  cotton.  Spare  dweiling-honses  that  are  occupied,  and  teach 
your  meato  be  courteous  to  women — it  goes  a  great  ways — but  take  all  provisiona 
and  forage  you  need.     Act  ae  though  you  are,  or  are  to  be,  followed  by  in&ntry. 

T  expect  Hood's  army  will  try  and  join  the  South  Carolina  army  about  Co- 
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laarbia,  and  I  will  try  and  interpose  again  at  Orangeburg.     I  will  order  tte  14t.h 
corps  to  Williston  and  G-uigcard's  bridge  or  Pine  Log  biidge.     Edisto  is  narrow 
aud  easily  crossed  up  there.     The  Orangeburg  and  Edgefield  road  ia  the  key 
line  of  South  Carolina. 
Tours, 

W.  T.  SnEEMAN,  Major  General, 
■  General  Kilpatrick,  Blackoille. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,  QrahanCs  Station,  Fehrv.ary  9,  18G5. 

Dear  GEeneral  :  Tour  note  of  this  morning  is  received.  Williams  moved 
bence  for  Blaekville  this  momii  g  The  Michigan  engineers  have  been  ordered 
to  your  flank  to  twist  i  iilioad  iion  Pell  Williams  I  have  inspected  bis  work 
here,  and  the  bars  are  not  twisted  Better  do  half  the  work  and  do  it  thoroughly  ; 
unless  there  be  a  warp  the  bar  can  be  straightened  again.  All  the  cavalry  is 
now,  and  has  been,  on  your  flank  Kilpatrick  was  last  night  np  at  Williston, 
where  he  whipped  a  division  ot  cavalry,  and  is  moving  to  break  up  railroad, 
partially,  as  far  as  Aiken. 

I  was  in  hopes  you  would  turn  Davis  off  below  Coosawhatchie  swamp  through 
Barnwell  to  Williston  or  White  pond.  Get  him  as  soon  as  possible  at  work  on 
the  railroad  from  Williston  west,  and  in  the  mean  time  have  the  bridge  at 
Guignard's  and  Pine  Log  examined  so  as  to  cross  there,  or  at  the  head  of  Young's 
island.     My  orders  of  yesterday  give  the  next  movement. 

To-day,  Howard,  with  the  17th  corps,  ia  moving  to  Binnaker's  bridge.  Two 
divisions  of  the  15th  corps  are  at  the  forks  of  the  roads  west  of  this,  and  the 
other  at  Holman's  bridge. 

Don't  take  any  of  Kilpatrick's  cavahy  to  make  escorts  or  orderlies,  for  ho 
has  to  fight  and  contend  now  with  double  and  nearly  treble  his  numbers.  For 
courier  duty  and  orderlies  pick  up  horses  and  mount  drummers  and  non-com- 
batants. If  necessary  to  get  horses  break  up  teaftis  and  use  mules  for  ambu- 
lances, burning  up  the  empty  wagons.  Howard  has  no  cavalry  save  one 
fragment  of  mounted  jnfantry.  By  keeping  on  our  left  you  will  have,  henceforth, 
good  forage. 

Pine  Log  ford  will  be  the  place  for  Kilpatrick  to  cross  over  the  South  Edisto. 
Tour  best  points  will  be  the  head  of  Toung's  island  and  Guignard's. 

We  must  all  turn  amphibious,  for  the  country  ia  half  under  water.  Mower 
had  to  fight  at  the  Sdkehatchie  with  his  men  up  to  their  arm-pits,  he  setting 
the  example. 

I  think  we  can  spend  all  of  to-morrow  on  railroad-breaking,  but  next  day  we 
must  be  across  Edisto.     Ton  can  gain  time  on  Howard  as  he  swings  against 
Orangebm^.     Tour  wing  will  move  on  Columbia. 
Toui-s, 

W.  T.  SHERMAF,^^^?^  General. 

Major  General  SLOcr.M,  Blaekville. 


Headquarters  Military  Divisio.\  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,  Walker's  House,  near  S.  C.  Railroad, 

February  9,  1865 — 2J  p.  m. 
General  :  An  olEcer  has  just  left  me  for  Blaekville,  whei«  Slocum  will  arrive 
with  Geary's  division,  which  completes  the  20th  corps  at  Blaekville.  Davis  is 
moving  for  Barnwell,  and  will  come  up  to  the  west  of  Blaekville  about  Williston. 
I  have  ordered  Slocum  to  put  in  to-morrow  good  on  the  railroad,  and  then  look 
to  crossing  the  Edisto  at  the  head  of  Toung's  island  and  at  Guignard's. 
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I  want  you  to  effect  a  crossing  at  or  between  Binnaker'e  and  Holman's 
liridgea.  Do  it  in  your  own  way,  using  all  the  17th  corps  and  oae  divisioa  of 
the  iSth  corps,  sent  by  Logan  to  Holman's  bridge.  If  ynii  can  secure  a  lodge- 
ment to-morrow  and  get  to  work  on  a  bridge  at  Binnaker'e,  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  cross  day  after  to-morrow.  All  accounts  appear  that  the  road  from 
Binnaker's  to  Orangeburg  is  better  thaii  from  Holman's. 

I  am  seven  miles  from  Biunaker's,  five  from  Holman's,  and  sis  from  Black- 
ville.     I  will  probably  go  up  to  Blackville  to-mon-ow  to  see  Slociim. 

Keep  me  well  advised  of  your  purposes.  As  soon  as  Logan  completes  the 
deatructiou  of  the  railroad  to  Blackville  he  can  move  his  two  other  divisions 
down  to  Holman's,  or  where  you  need  them. 

It  is,  to  me,  p:itent  that  the  enemy  has  only  cavalry  at  the  Edisto,  and  we 
must  keep  it  busy,  that  Eilpatrick  may  encounter  less  about  Aiken.  Hia  move- 
ment on  Aiken,  besides  the  siibstantial  damage,  will  disconcert  the  part  of  S. 
1).  Lee's  corps  that  did  not  get  over  the  riulroad. 

Proceed  to  effect  a  lodgement  on  the  north  of  the  Edisto  by  cautious,  bnt 
persistent,  efforts;  once  across,  the  enemy  will  fall  behind  the  Santee. 
Tours, 

W.  T,  SHERMAlSf,   Major   General. 

Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Hbadqdartbbs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
hi  the  Jield,  near  QrakamU,  South  Carolina  Railroad, 

February  10,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  just  returned  from  Blackville,  where  I  saw  General  Slocum. 
The  20th  corps  is  all  up  and  at  work  destroying  railroad.  The  14th  corps. 
General  Slocum  thinks,  will  reach  Williston  to-night.  I  also  learn  that  General 
Oorse  is  close  at  hand.  So  all  things  arH  in  readiness  for  the  move  on  Orange- 
burg. General  Slocum  will  have  his  two  corps  on  the  Orangeburg  and  Edgefield 
road,  opposite  the  new  bridge  at  the  head  of  Fair's  island  and  Guignard's,  by 
the  day  after  to-morrow.  You  had  better  move  the  17th  corps  straight  on 
Orangeburg,  aiming  to  get  within  two  or  three  miles,  ready  the  next  day  to  cross 
by  pontoons  above  Orangeburg  and  make  a  lodgement  on  the  road.  The  15th 
corps  should  move  to-morrow  to  Bull-fight  pond,  and  next  day  to  North  Edisto, 
at  tlie  mouth  of  Mill  Branch  creek,  or  Caw  Oaw,  according  to  the  appearance 
about  Orangeburg.    I  will  accompany  the  15th  corps  and  camp  with  it  to-morrow 

I  want  to  have  the  railroad  broken  good  from  about  Orangeburg  up  above  the 
State  road,  (Matthew's  Post  Office,)  but  would  prefer  that  one  corps  should  do 
the  work,  leaving  the  15th  corps  to  follow  a  course  more  to  the  west,  in  support 
of  the  left  wing,  in  the  event  of  Dick  Taylor  having  got  to  Augusta  with  Hood's 
old  army. 

Slocum's  orders  will  take  bim  by  the  most  direct  road  possible  to  Columbia, 
hut  making  to  the  left  about  the  Sand  Hills  in  case  he  comes  in  contact  with 
one  of  your  columns.     I  have  nothing  from  Kilpatrick  to-day. 

If  to  morrow,  or  next  day,  we  observe  a  concentration  of  force  about  Orange- 
burg, I  can  draw  from  Slocum  by  the  Edgefield  road. 

I  will  notify  General  Logan  to  put  his  corps  in  motion  to-morrow  for  Eull-fight 

Tours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
General  O.  0.  Howard, 

f  Right  Wing. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


KEPORT   OF   MAJOE    GENERAL   SIIERMAH. 


HEADHUARTBifS  MlLtTABY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Jn  iJteJield,  Walker's  House,  February  10,  1865. 
Gknekal:  I  La\-e  this  moment  imtten  General  Howard  that  he  may  hegin 
his  movement  on  Orangeburg.  Ton  may,  tliei-tfore,  in  the  morning  early  pat 
your  corps  in  motion  for  Bu!!-figbt  pond,  on  the  Edgefield  and  Orangebnrg  road, 
and  there  await  orders  from  General  Howai-d  or  myself.  I  will  accompany  you, 
going  fi-om  here  direct  to  Holman'a  bridge. 
I  am,  &e.,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN- 
Major  General  J.\o.  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  15th  Corps. 


IIsAoauAKTBRs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  theJieU,  February  10,  186S. 
Gekeeal:  Your  note  from  Johnston's  is  just  received.     I  cannot  change  mj 
plans  now,  aa  they  are  in  progress.     I  don't  care  aboat  Aiken,  unless  you  can 
take  it  with  a  dash,  and,  as  Wheeier's  attention  it  drawn  to  that  quarter,  you 
can  let  it  work. 

To-morrow  the  right  wing  moves  on  Orangtbnrg,  and  aftet  breaking  that 
railroad  good,  we  will  proceed  as  heretofore  indicated  Davis  shoald  be  at 
Wilhston  to-night,  or  early  to-morrow.  Keep  in  communication  with  hloi,  and 
conform  to  his  movements. 

It  won't  pay  to  have  infantry  chasing  Wheeler's  cavalry,  it  Js  always  a  had 
plan,  and  is  injurious  to  detach  infantry,  save  for  a  day  oi  a  single  occasion.  You 
can  see  Davis  when  he  comes  up,  and  he  can  spare  a  brigade  for  a  day  or  so  ; 
biit  I  don't  want  a  brigade  of  infantry  to  go  OS  to  the  flank,  when  the  whole 
army  would  have  to  wait  for  it,  or  it  would  be  marched  to  death  to  catch  up. 
wheeler  or  a  part  of  bis  command  was  on  the  north  side  of  South  Edisto  yes- 
terday, and  the  concentration  of  the  enemy  is  being  made  at  Columbia,  though 
I  have  no  doubt  that  attention  has  been  drawn  towards  Augusta ;  but  1  will  not 
delay  the  main  move  an  Lour,  and,  therefore,  want  Davis  to  move  on  as  soon  as 
he  can  repair  the  bridge.  Slocum  will  give  him  his  orders,  and  I  wish  you  to 
conform  to  the  movements  of  the  left  corps,  give  it  notice  of  danger  from  the 
direction  of  Augusta,  and  only  attack  Wheeler  when  he  exposes  himself.  When 
operating  near  General  Davis's  corps,  he  will  doubtless  let  you  have  a  brigade 
of  infantry,  from  time  to  time,  but  not  as  a  permanent  thing. 
Yours,  ti'uly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Gtneral. 
General  Kilpatrick, 

f  Cavalry. 


HEADtiUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MiSSISSIPPf, 

In  the  field,  21  miles  JroTfi  Colwnbia,  February  13.  1865. 

Gbnbbal  :  Tours  of  this  date  is  received.  I  would  like  to  have  Blair  try 
and  stampede  the  guai-d  at  the  Congaree  bridge  by  a  semblance  of  attack,  for 
which  purpose  one  division  to  the  rear  of  his  trains,  and  leaving  one  to  advance 
on  the  bridge,  burning  otily  the  trestles,  while  the  other  confines  its  attention 
to  twisting  bars. 

Corse's  and  Wood's  are  now  within  five  or  six  miles  of  Sandy  creek.  I  think 
you  can  put  all  the  15th  corps  across  Sandy  creek  to-morrow,  and.Bkiir's  trains 
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aud  division  to  Sandy  Creek  Post  Office,  wheie  the  Orangeburg  and  State  roads 
meet.  One  march,  via  r  the  day  after  to-mon-ow,  wiU  briog  u3  easily  up  abreaat 
of  Columbia. 

Captain  Audenreid,  in  riding  ahead  to-day,  captured  a  rebel  lieutenant  just 
out  of  Columbia,  and  passing  himself  off  as  a  rebel,  extiueted  from  bim  much 
information. 

The  force  now  at  Columbia  is  small,  and  the  people  are  not  expecting  iia  now, 
thinking  that  Augusta  or  Charleston  is  our  objective.  I  think  Slocum  will  be 
abreast  of  Columbia  to-morrow.  I  will  keep  with  the  leading  division  of  this 
corps, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN", 

Major  General. 
General  Howard, 

Cotmnanding  Right  Wing. 

P.  S. — If  you  want  more  roads  beyond  Sandy  creek  yon  can  depend  on  any 
number  to  the  left.  The  coi^ntry  is  of  poor  piae  lands,  and  is  full  of  farm  roads. 
To-day  the  road  was  perfect,  and  there  seemed  any  number  ruuiiing  to  every 
point  tif  the  compass. 


Headquarters  Military  DivrsioN  of  the  Mississippi, 

la  tkejicld,  opposite  Columhta,  February  16,  1865. 
Ge:<eral  :  General  Howard  has  to  pass  Saluda  and  Broad  rivers  at  the  same 
time,  requiring  more  bridging  than  he  has.     I  send  this  through  him,  that  he 
may  note  on  it  how  many  boats  he  wants.     I  suppose  you  caa  spare  ten,  as  you 
will  be  able  to  remove  that  over  the  Saluda  before  you  pass  the  Broad. 

In  case  Howard  calls  for  any  pontoons,  he  will  conduct  them  to  the  point 
whore  he  needs  them. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Slocum, 

Commanding,  ^c. 


Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  ikejield,  opposite  Columbia,  S.  O.,  February  16,  1865. 
Dear  General  ;  I  see  the  bridge  over  Broad  burning.     It  is  very  important 
that  yoti  effect  a  crossing  to-night.     If  necessary  get  over  the  Saluda  the  bulk 
of  the  15th  corps,  then  take  up  enough  pontoons  to  finish  one  across  the  Bi-oad. 
Send  au  officer  with  the  enclosed  note  to  General  Slocum,  who  can  send  you 
ten  boats  before  daylight.     Slocum  can  pass  Broad  river  as  high  up  as  Alston, 
and  thereby  use  liia  bridges  at  one  day's  interval. 
Tours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Howart), 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 

Send  the  enclosed  by  an  officer  to  conduct  the  pontoons. 

Hosted  oyGoOglc 


dzy      eepoet  of  major  general  sheeman. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
Jn,  the  field,  Winnsboro',  S.  C,  February  31,  1865 — 6  p.  m 
Dear  General;  Generals  Slocura  and  Davia  are  here,     Slocum  sends  Jiis 
wagona  and  pontoons  to-morrow  etraigbt  for  the  feiTy  at  Eoeky  Mount  post  of- 
fice, by  Gladden's  grove  ;  he  ivill  keep  four  divisions  breakiag  up  road  as  far 
as  the  Chester  district  line,  and'  aim  to  cross  his  whole  command  day  after  to- 
morrow.    Let  Blair  finiah  up  the  road  good  to  this  point,  and  then  assemble  at 
Poplar  spring  and  effect  a  crossing  of  the  Wateree,  prepai-ed  to  get  al!  across  the 
day  after  to-morrow.     Slocum  will  assemble  his  command  at  Gladden's.     Com- 
municate with  me  there  or  at  Kocky  Mount.     After  crossing,  Sloeum  will  have 
the  road  from  Lancaster  to  Chesterfield,  aud  yoii  from  your  feny  straight  for 
Oheraw,  dipping  a  little  south  to  get  on  the  Camden  road.     I  will  keep  with  the 
20th  corps,  which  is  General  Slocwm's  right. 
Yours,  &c., 

■W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Howaud, 


Hbadhtiaktebs  Military  Divisioiv  of  the  Missrssii'Cf, 

la  the  field,  Winnsboro',  FebiuMry  81,  1S65. 

Gkneral  ;  I  presume  you  to  be  now  about  Lemon's  or  Buck-Head  postofficej 
and  base  my  present  calculations  on  that  supposition.  I  would  like  you  to 
move  with  your  whole  force  to  the  neighborhood  of  BlacltBtock  depot,  oc 
Springwell  post  office,  taking  position  and  manceuvring  so  as  to  seem  to  be  the 
advance  of  the  whole  army,  in  the  direction  of  Chesterville  and  Charlotte,  and 
to  corer  General  Davia's  operationa  in  breaking  up  the  railroad  as  far  as  he 
can  during  to-morrow  and  next  day.  As  soon  as  Davia  withdrawa  to  cross 
the  Catawba,  move  with  him  and  cross  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Catawba  (or 
Wateree)  on  Slocum's  pontoons,  which  will  be  laid  at  Rocky  Mount  post  office. 
I  would  like  to  have  you  all  across  daring  the  night  of  the  23d,  so  you  can 
move  next  day  on  Lancaster.  I  would  like  to  have  the  railroad  bridge  across 
Broad  river  at  Ihe  mouth  of  Tiger  barned,  and  I  think  the  enemy  himself  will 
burn  it  if  you  approach  it  or  send  a  small  paity  to  threaten  it ;  also  several  of 
the  bridges  and  trestles  on  the  same  railroad  below  where  it  crosses  Broad  river  ■ 
about  Aahford'a  ferry  and  about  Pawkins's.  I  hope  you  have  already  dam- 
aged that  road  considerably.  I  wish,  as  a  rule,  whenever  you  are  near  a 
railroad,  you  will,  unless  cautioned  otherwise,  have  your  men  burn  hridgea, 
depots  and  water-tanks,  and  break  switches ;  also,  ail  saw-mills  should  be 
destroyed — not  only  burned,  but  their  engines  and  boilers  disabled.  Davia 
win  be  near  you  and  be  on  hand  in  case  of  need,  but  I  don't  want  yon  to  be 
drawn  off  so  that  you  cannot  have  your  trains  and  men  ready  to  pass  the  pon- 
toons during  the  night  of  the  S3d.  Better  caution  your  commanders  so  as  \o 
keep  in  your  foi-agera,  else  they  will  lie  left  behind,  as  some  were  about  Co- 
lumbia. 

I  will  be  with  this  wing  some  days  and  would  like  to  see  you  either  here,  or, 
better,  at  the  bridge  in  crossing  the  Catawba. 

I  enclose  you  General  Slocum's  orders  for  to-morrow  and  next  day.     Gen- 
eral Howard  will  he  at  Poplar  spring  and  Peay'a  ferry. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN",  Major  General. 

Major  General  KiLPATBiCK, 

"  "    f  Cavalry. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


H3P0UT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 


Headquarters  Militarv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Ik  Oiefidi,  Rocky  Mount  Post  Office,  Fehrum-y  32,  1865 — 9  p.  m.  ' 
GeNERAL  :  Yours  of  to-day  from  Poay's  ferry,  has  jast  been  received.  Gen- 
eral Slierman  .lesires  me  to  say  that  he  would  like  to  have  you  put  your  whole 
command  over  the  river  with  due  expedition,  and  suggests  it  would  be  well  to 
move  out  in  the  direction  intended,  some  ten  or  twelve  miles,  say  Rusaell  Place, 
until  the  hvgh  or  table  land  may  be  reached.  He  also  wishes,  yon  to  recon- 
noitre for  roads  towards  Cheraw  well,  and  towards  Camdea.  .     . 

Two   divisions  of.  the  20tli  corps,  with  the  entire  ti-ain  of  this  wing,  have 
reached  this  point,  and  are  mostly  in  camp ;  the  bridge  is  completed  ready  for 
i:roBsing;  the  balance  of  the  command  is  destroying  railroad, 
Toure,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DATTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Major  General  Howarb, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Divisiom  of  thk  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Rocky  Mount,  S.  C,  Februarij  23,  1865. 

General  :  Tours  of  last  night  is  received ;  your  disposition  of  matters  is  all 
right.  The  bridge  is  laid  and  troops  are  crossing.  I  am  anxious  to  get  the  wagons 
across  and  up  on  high  ground  before  the  rain  comes.  I  wish  you  would  keep 
your  cavalry  on  roads  to  the  north  of  the  direct  one  by  Gladden's  grove,  as 
that  will  be  needed  all  day  for  infantry  and  wagons.  You  shall  have  the  bridge 
as  fast  as  your  brigades  arrive. 

I  regret  the  matter  you  report  that  eighteen  of  your  men  have  been  murdered 
after  surrender,  and  marked  that  the  enemy  intended  to  kill  all  foragers.  It 
leaves  no,  alttrnative;  you  must  retaliate  man  for  man,  andmark  them  in  the  like 
manner.  Let  it  be  done  at  once.  We  have  a  perfect  war-right  to  the  products 
of  the  country  we  overrun,  and  may  collect  them  \iy  foragers  or  otherwise. 
Let  the  whole  people  know  the  war  is  now  against  them  because  their  armies 
flee  before  us  and  do  not  defend  their  conntry  or  frontier  as  they  should.  It  is 
pretty  nonsense  for  Wheeler,  and  Beauregard,  and  such  vain  heroes,  to  talk  of 
our  warring  against  women  and  children.  If  they  claim  to  be  mea  they  should 
defend  their  women  and  children  and  prevent  us  i-eaching  their  homes.  Instead 
of  maintaining  their  armies  let  them  turn  their  attention  to  their  families,  or  we 
will  follow  them  to  the  death  ;  they  should  know  that  we  will  use  the  pi-oduce 
of  the  country  as  we  please. 

I  want  the  foragers  to  be  regulated  and  systematized,  so  as  not  to  degenerate 
into  common  robbera ;  but  foragers,  as  such,  to  collect  corn,  baeen,  beef,  and 
such  other  products  as  we  need,  are  as  much  entitled  to  our  protection  ae  our 
skirmishers  and  flankers. 

You  will,  therefore,  at  once  shoot,  and  leave  by  the  road-side,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  their  prisoners,  and  append  a  label  to  their  bodies  stating  that  mau  for 
man  shaJl  he  killed  for  every  one  of  ourmen  they  kill.  If  our  foragers  com- 
mit excesses  punish  them  yourself,  but  never  let  an  enemy  judge  between  our 
mea  and  the  law.  For  my  part  I  want  the  people  of  the  south  to  realize  the 
fact  tbat  they  shall  not  dictate  laws  of  war  or  peace  to  us.  If  there  is  to  be 
any  dictation  we  want  our  full  share. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Headhuarters  Militarv  DivrsioN  of  the  Missisuppi, 
In  thtfieU,  Rocky  Mount  Post  OJice,  February  33,  1865—10  a.  m. 

General  ;  I  have  just  been  down  to  the  bridge.  It  will  ta!te  all  of  to-day 
aad  to-morrow  to  get  this  wing  across  and  out.  Tou  may  go  ( head,  but  keep 
communication  with  me. 

I  expect  Kitpatrick  here  this  p.  m.,  and  will  send  him  well  to  the  left.  He 
reports  that  two  of  his  foraging  parties  were  murdered  by  the  enemy  after 
capture,  and  labelled  "  death  to  all  forawers."  Kow,  it  is  clearly  our  right  to 
subsial;  oar  army  on  tbe  enemy.  Napoleon  always  did  it;  hut  could  avail  him- 
aelf  of  the  civil  power  he  found  in  existence  to  collect  forage  and  provisions  by 
regular  impressments.  We  cannot  do  that  here,  and  I  contend,  if  the  enemy 
fails  to  defend  his  country,  we  may  rightfully  appropriate  what  we  want.  If 
our  foragers  are  out  under  mine,  yours,  or  other  proper  authority,  they  must  be 
protected.  I  have  ordered  Kilpatriek  to  select  of  his  prisoners  man  for  man, 
shoot  them,  and  leave  them  by  the  roadside  labelled,  so  that  our  enemy  will  see 
that  for  every  man  he  executes  he  takes  the  life  of  one  of  his  own. 

I  want  the  foragers,  however,  to  be  kept  within  reasonable  bounds  for  the 
sake  of  discipline.  I  will  not  protect  tbem  when  they  eriter  dwellings  and 
commit  wanton  waste — as  women's  apparel,  jewelry,  and  such  things  as  are  not 
needed  by  oar  army;  but  they  may  destroy  cotton  and  tobacco,  because  these 
are  aaanmed  by  the  rebel  government  to  belong  to  it,  and  are  used  as  a  valiie- 
able  source  of  revenue.  Nor  will  I  cfinsent  to  onr  enemy  taking  the  lives  of 
our  men  on  their  judgment.  ,  They  have  lost  all  title  to  property,  and  can  lose 
nothing  not  already  forfeited,  but  we  should  punish  our  own  soldiers  for  a 
departure  from  our  orders,  and  if  the  people  resist  our  foragers  I  will  not  deem 
it  wrong,  but  tbe  confederate  army  must  not  be  supposed  to  be  the  champions 
of  auy  people, 

I  lay  down  these  general  rules,  and  wish  you  to  be  govei-ned  by  them.     If 
any  of  your  foragers  are  murdered,  take  life  for  life,  leaving  a  record  of  each. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  (Jominanding. 

Major  General  Howard,  Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Bivestox  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Rocky  Mount,  February  23,  1865. 

General:  Your  note  of  to-day  is  received.  I  don't  see  that  we  can  do 
better  than  to  follow  the  roads  yon  have  indicated,  altbougli  tbey  cany  you  too 
far  south.  General  Davis  will  cross  to-morrow  and  get  on  the  road  from  Lan- 
caster to  Cheraw,  via  Chestei-iield.  General  Williams  is  now  at  Colonel  Bal- 
lard's, but  his  trains  are  not  yet  across.  Kilpatriek  will  cross  at  7  p.  m.,  move 
out  five  miles,  and  to-morrow  move  to  Lancaster,  and  there  await  General 
Davis's  coming.  I  will  accompany  General  Williams,  and  expect  to  he  about 
Hanging  Eock  to-morrow  night ;  thence  will  find  a  road  across  to  Chesterfield. 
I  fear  much  the  present  rain  will  make  the  roads  very  bad.  Tou  will  have 
better  roads  and  should  move  slower.  If  circumstances  warrant,  you  might 
send  a  small  cavalry  force  into  Camden  and  get  more  positive  news  of  Charles- 
ton j  it  might  save  your  being  troubled  by  cavalry  to  burn  the  bridge.  If  yon 
should  calculate  that  you  will  reach  Cheraw  much  in  advance  of  us,  you  may 
threaten  Florence,  or  actually  break  the  railroad  aeai-  there  to  divert  attention 
from  our  real  course. 

Tours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEKBfAN,  Major  General 

General  Howard,  Commanding  Right  Wing. 
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HEADQUARTEriS  MSLITAEY  DIVISION  OP  THE  S 

la  the  field,,  1  mUe  north  of  Warrenton, 

15  miles  south  of  Lancaster,  February  24,  1865, 

General:  General  Davia  ia  not  yet  across,  and  the  roada  are  so  very  bad 
that  I  think  it  ■will  take  him  all  day  and  to-moiTOw  to  get  well  over  and  up  on 
high  land.  The  20th  coi'ps  is  here.  We  eaa  see  the  17th  corps  passing  east- 
ward, about  one  mile  south. 

General  Davis  is  ordered  to  take  roads  that  will  bring  him  into  the  direct 
road  from  Lancaster  to  Chestei-field,  and  the  20th  corps  will  move  by  Hanging 
Rock,  and  thence  by  roads  to  the  south  of  Davia.  Unlesa  the  rain  cease  we 
will  have  a  hard  time.  Don't  push  too  fast,  but  gather  as  much  food  as  yon 
can  en  route.  I  think  you  coald  send  into  Camden  with  safety,  but  there  is  no 
object.  When  you  get  to  Lynch's  creek  you  might  pass  the  9th  Illinois 
cavalry  across,  and  push  them  toward  Florence,  with  orders  to  break  two  or 
three  bridges  about  Timmonaviile,  and  then  to  rejoin  you  at  Cheraw.  I  don't 
believe  there  is  any  cavalry  of  the  enemy  down  tiere,  and  oura  might  pick  up 
some  good  horses.  The  only  object  would  be  to  prevent  the  shipment,  by  cars, 
of  the  garrison  of  Charleston  to  Fayettevilie  or  Wilmington  to  oppose  us.  If, 
at  the  time,  you  suppose  all  of  the  Charleston  {;aiTison  ia  east  of  Florence,  the 
expedition  would  not  be  advisable. 

I  believe  Foster  is  in  possession  of  Charleston,  because  of  the  general  belief 
to  that  effect,  and  the  reports  of  the  negroes  you  sent  me.  I  have  also  just 
released  a  prisoner,  captured  yesterday  by  the  20th  corps,  who  was  a  bright  lad, 
sixteen  (16)  years  old,  son  of  Richard  Baeot,  who  was  at  West  Point  with  me, 
and  whom  I  knew  well  at  Chaileston.  This  hoy  left  Charleston  last  Thursday 
at  12  m.,  at  which  time  he  says  our  troops  had  been  shelling  the  city  for  tweaty- 
four  hours  from  James's  island.  He  was  a  hospital  attendant,  and  was  seat 
along  with  the  sick  from  the  hospitals  to  Florence,  thence  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
hospital  at  Cheraw,  He  said  the  orders  for  the  evacuiition  had  been  published, 
and  the  garrison  were  to  be  rendezvoused  along  the  Florence  road  at  Porcher's 
and  Bonaeau's ;  they  were  removing  the  powder  and  ammunition,  bat  would 
leave  the  heavy  guns.  The  gunboats  were  to  be  blown  up.  He  says  the  first 
orders  were  to  go  to  Columbia,  but  they  wei'e  changed. 

If  you  can  possibly  employ  a  negro  to  go  through  to  Charleston,  make  a 
cipher  despatch,  telling  our  general  position  and  destination,  and  an  order  of 
liSeral  payment. 

I  think  you  will  have  good  roads,  and  that  there  is  no  danger  in  our  spreading 
out  this  side  of  Cheraw,  thence  to  Fayetteville  roads  favor  «s,  as  also  from 
Fayetteville  to  our  destination.  At  both  Cheraw  and  Fayetteville  are  bridges 
that  can  be  secured  by  holding  the  towns  respoasible. 

We  find  no  enemy  hereabouts,  and  sappose  them  all  to  be  about  Charleston 
and  Salisbury.     General  Kilpatrick  must  now  be  at  Lancaster;  he  crossed  last 
night  and  was  off  this  morning. 
Tours,  truly. 


Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


W.  T.  SHEEMAS, 
Major  Gene 


Headquarters  Military  Division  ok  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  February  24,  1865. 
General  ;  It  is  officially  reported  to  me  that  our  foraging  parties  are  mur- 
dered after  captured,  and  labelled  "  death  tc  all  foragers;"  one  instance  of  a  lieu- 
tenant and  seven  men  near  Ohesterville,  and  another  of  twenty  "  near  a  ravine 
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eigMy  rodi  from  the  mim  ind     about  thibc  miki  fiom  Feasterville,     I  have 
ordeied  i  bimilar  number  of  piisoners  in  uur  hands  to  be  disposed  of  in  hke 


I  hold  about  one  thousand  prisoners  captured  in  various  ways,  and  can  stand 
it  aa  long  a**  you  but  I  haidly  think  these  muiders  are  committed  with  your 
knowledge  lud  would  suggest  that  you  give  notite  to  the  people  at  large  that 
eveiy  life  taktn  by  them  lesults  in  the  dealh  of  one  of  your  confederates. 

Of  ciuiae  you  cannot  question  my  light  to  '  foiage  on  the  country."  It  is  a 
war  right  as  old  as  histoiy.  Ihe  maaiier  of  exereiamg  it  varies  with  eircam- 
Btanees,  and  if  the  civil  authorities  will  supply  my  reijuisitions  I  will  forbid  all 
foraging.  But  I  find  no  civil  authorities  who  can  respond  to  calls  for  forage  and 
provisions,  therefore  mast  collect  directly  of  the  people.  I  have  no  doubt  this 
is  the  occasion  of  much  misbehavior  on  the  part  of  our  mea,  but  I  cannot  per- 
mit au  enemy  to  judge,  and  punish  with  wholesale  murder. 

Personally  I  regret  the  bitter  feelings  engendered  by  this  war,  but  they  were 
to  be- expected,  and  I  simply  allege  that  those  who  struck  the  fli-st  blow  and 
made  war  inevitable  ought  not  in  fairness  to  reproach  us  for  the  natural  cOnse- 
ijuences.  I  merely  assert  our  "war  right"  to  forage,  and  my  resolve  to  protect 
my  foragers  to  the  extent  of  life  for  life. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  United  States  Army. 

Lieut.  General  Wade  Hampton, 

Commanding  Cavalry  forces,  O.  S.  A. 


Heau«l'akters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Hanging  Rock,  February  21,  1865. 

G-ENEif  AL  :  Tour  letter  is  just  received.  It  is  all  important  that  you  keep  ma 
advised.  Davis  wa§  slow  in  using  the  bridge,  and  it  was  carried  away  and  was 
not  mended  until  to-day.  He  will  be  all  over  to-night.  The  movement  you 
describe  is  the  proper  one — to  keep  on  the  left  rear  of  the  left  infantry  corps. 

I  have  word  from  Howard  that  will  put  him  near  Cheraw  to-moirow  night, 
and  I  will  push  to  meet  him,  but  must  wait  till  General  Davis  gets  along ; 
probably  will  be  about  Horton's  tavern  to-morrow  night.  Keep  feeling  the 
different  roads  towards  Charlotte  til!  you  hear  General  Davis  is  well  towards 
the  head  of  Lynch's  ci-eek  and  then  draw  off. 

General  Howard  captured  a  good  many  horses  and  mules  and  some  militia; 
he  will  send  a  division  light  to  Florence  simply  to  break  that  road,  and  prevent 
the  removal  of  any  more  railroad  stock. 

There  is  little  doubt  our  troops  are  in  Charleston,  and  General  Howai-d  reports 
that  a  despatch  reached  Camden  yesterday  that  we  also  had  taken  Wilmington. 
In  that  event  the  enemy  will  collect  all  his  force  about  fialeigh  as  soon  as  he 
sees  I  am  not  coming  to  Charlotte. 

Keep  me  advised  daily.  A  despatch  sent  to  the  nearest  corps  to  be  foi-warded 
will  answer  the  purpose,  but  I  think  Hampton  will  dr;iw  off  as  soon  as  he  feels 
General  Howard's  approach  to  Cheraw.  General  Howard  is  moving  on  the  two 
roads  from  Young's  and  Tiilersville. 

General  Slocum's  30th  corps  will  probably  pass  at  Blakeney's,  and  General 
Davis's  at  MacManus's,    You  will  have  no  trouble  with  Lynch's  creek,  as  it  is 
passable  anywhere  above  MacManus's, 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

Major  General  Kilpatbick,  Lancaster. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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HBArijoARTBRS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Iti  the  field,  Finley's  Bridge,  Lyrtch's  Greek,  March  1,  1865. 

General  r  Genera!  Slocumliaa  tlieSOtli  corps  across  Lynch'e  creek  and  a  good 
bridge.  General  Davia  is  across  the  Catawba,  and  ought  to  be  about  fifteen  miles 
behind  U3.  To-morrow  all  will  move  forward  fifteen  miles,  which  wili  bring  us 
near  Chesterfield,  next  day  at  Oheraw ;  General  Davis,  in  the  mean  time,  closing 
Itia  gap.  Push  General  Blair  straight  on  Oheraw.  With  the  15th  corps  move  on 
(he  same  point,  careful  to  reach  the  railroad  below  Cheraw  and  break  it;  then 
on  Oheraw.  We  will  crosa  to  the  north  of  Cheraw.  The  enemy  cannot  hold 
Chevaw  against  us,  because  it  is  on  a  branch  road,  and  we  can  insulate  it.  John- 
ston, if  there,  will  not  fight  with  a  bridge  behind  him.  We  may  have  to  cross 
the  Pedee  with  a  serious  enemy  in  front,  but  we  must  not  allow  the  confederates 
time  to  fortify  Cheraw. 

I  know  Hampton  was,  in  person,  above  Lancaster,  also  Wheeler.     I  had  an 

original  communication  from  Wade  Hampton  yesterday,  and  he  is  still  watching 

Kilpatrick,  wlio  is  at  Lancastei',  till  Davis  gets  past.     Push  with  all  energy 

straight  on  Cheraw,  cutting  its  roada  below,  and  I  will  be  np  on  the  3d  instant. 

Yours,  truly, 


ici-al  0.  0.  Howard, 
CoTmnanding  Right  Wlu, 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississipi'i. 

Iti  Ike  field,  March  2,  1865. 

General  :  The  20th  corps  is  now  starting  from  Big  Lynch 's  creek  for  Ches- 
terfield, twenty  miles  distant.  The  14th  corps  is  now  at  Little  Lynch's  creek, 
behind  us,  and  will  mai'ch  by  MacManua's  bridge  towards  Chesterfield. 

General  Howard  was,  on  the  28th  February,  across  Lynch's  creek,  at  Tiller's, 
and  General  Blair  within  sixteen  miles  of  Oheraw.  All  move  on  Cheraw,  where 
it  is  said  the  Charleston  and  Wilmington  garrison  are  expecting  to  meet  us,  I 
don't  believe  they  will  fight  on  this  Aide  the  Pedee,  but  you  may  move  on  Gen- 
eral Davis's  left,  near  Chesterfield,  and  by  the  time  you  get  there  I  can  select 
the  points  of  crossing ;  bat  if  there  be  any  enemy  at  Cheraw  he  wili,  of  course, 
breaJi  the  bridge  thero,  and  force  us  to  use  pontoons,  in  which  case  we  will  prob- 
ably use  Cheraw  and  ^needsboro'. 

General  Howard  sent  his  company  of  scouts  from  Tiller's  towards  the  Charles- 
ton and  Wilmington  road,  but  they  met  two  brigades  of  cavalry  near  Mount  Elon 
Post  Office,  and  were  driven  back.  General  Howard  reports  Hampton's  head- 
quarters at  Darlington,  but  I  doubt  it.  1  don't  think  the  enemy  would  leave 
his  cavalry  or  any  material  part  of  it  between  ns  and  the  aea.  Doubllesa  he  is 
watching  and  using  the  railroad  east  and  south  of  us,  but  to  what  extent  I  can- 
not conjecture  until  I  know  whether  our  people  have  Wilmington.  I  suppose 
that  Schofield,  by  this  time,  must  be  on  the  railroad  north  of  Wilmington  at  or 


Keep  near  General  Davis's  left,  and  act  defensively  till  we  know  about  Cheraw. 
I  wili  be  with  the  20th  corps,  near  Chesterfield,  where  the  Lancaster  road  meets 
this,  about  four  milea  this  aide  of  Chesterfield.  1  will  send  infantry  to  Chester- 
field to  secure,  if  possible,  the  bridges  across  Thompson's  creek,  near  that  place. 
To-morrow  at  Cheraw. 

You  should  be  to-night  on  Lynch's  creek,  and  to-morrow  near  Chesterfield. 
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Eoada  are  aandy  and  good.  Enemj  leaves  us  good  bridgea,  and  thus  far  we  find 
not  even  pickets.  General  Blair  found  some  cavalry  on  his  road,  who  gave 
ground  easily. 

Tours,  &c., 

"VV.  T.  SHERMATif, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Kilpatreck,  vear  Lanraster. 


HEAOaUAFtTERS  MILITARY  D[V1ST0N  OF  TiiE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field',  Chesterfield,  S.  C,  MarA  3,  186o— 6  a.  m. 

General  :  I  got  yoiir  despatch  from  Blakeney's  last  night.  I  want  yon  to 
interpose  between  Charlotte  and.  Oheraw  until  we  are  across.  General  Biair'a 
head  of  colomo  was  thirteen  miles  southwest  of  Oheraw  last  night.  General 
Jackson's  division  of  the  20th  corps  pushed  Butler's  cavalry  at  a  run  through 
Chesterfield  and  across  the  bridges  of  Thompson's  creek,  saviag  the  one  on  the 
Wadesboro'  road,  excepting  one  post,  which  the  enemy  Lad  time  to  cut.  The 
other  bridge  on  the  Cheraw  road  waa  burned.  The  balance  of  the  corps  is  pretty 
well  strung  out  by  reason  of  the  roads.  I  don't  know  exactly  where  General 
Davis  is,  but  will  direct  him  on  Sneedsboro',  and  would  like  you  to  report  to  me 
the  nature  of  the  roads,  specially,  the  one  from  Mount  Oroghan,  by  Sinclair. 
By  the  way,  what  is  your  true  position,  and  you  should  get  a  party  over  on  the 
plank  road  on  the  line  of  Jones's  creek,  and  cut  off  any  courier  line  from  Wadea- 
boro'.  I  think  Hardee  will  try  and  escape  towai'da  Wadesboro',  and  in  that  event 
you  will  strike  his  flank;  snyhow  I  want  you  to  let  go  everything  and  cut  his 
colnmn,  reporting  to  me  that  I  may  throw  infantry  across ;  but  until  I  hear  the 
exact  state  of  matters  at  Cheraw,  will  more  the  right  wing  on  Cheraw  and  left 
wing  on  Sneedsboro'.  I  don't  much  care  now  what  Beauregard  does.  He  has 
no  railroad  now  to  circulate  on,  and  must  foot  it,  as  we  do ;  hut  he  has  not  the 
trains  that  we  have,  and  he  can  move  more  rapidly  than  we.  I  want,  of  course, 
to  get  across  Pedee,  and  will  then  fight  him  where  he  pleases,  and  don't  care 
for  his  Virginia  re- enforcements ;  we  have  to  meet  them  some  time,  and  now 
as  well  as  later.  Only  let  me  know  in  advance  as  much  as  possible  tbe  route  or 
routes  on  which  his  infantry  moves.  His  cavalry  gives  no  clue  by  which  I  can 
judge.  My  belief,  however,  is,  that  Beauregard  is  tied  to  a  railroad,  and  that 
railroad  will  be  from  Charlotte  to  Danville.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Wilmington 
is,  or  soon  will  be,  in  our  hands,  and,  moreover,  that  Sehofleld  will,  or  has,  made 
a  lodgement  on  the  Goldsboro'  road.  A  mere  strong  picket  of  obsei-vation  to- 
wards Monroe  to  give  General  Davis  notice  of  the  approach  of  danger  will  suiEce, 
The  bulk  of  your  force  should  he  north  of  Thompsoa'a  creek  from  Burche's 
up  towards  Jones's  creek,  lleconuoitring  parties  should  examine  Pedee  from 
Jones's  creek  down,  but  do  nothing  to  show  a  purpose  to  cross. 
Tours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Major  General  Kilfateick, 

Commanding  Cavalry, 


HKAnauARTEBs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefidd,  Chesterfield,  S.  C,  March  3,  1865—7  a.  m. 
General  :  General  Kilpatrick  reports  that  he  ia  near  Blakeney's,  and  will 
move  to-day  around  the  head  of  Thompson's  creek,  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Sinclair,  and  reconnoitre  wetl  across  to  the  Pedee.     General  Blair  also  reports 
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from  hia  position  tliirteen  miles  from  Oheraw,  on  the  Oamden  road.  General 
Howard  iialted  him  there  until  the  15th  corps  got  up  in  supporting  distance. 
The  15th  eorpa  haa  heen  delayed  hy  all  sorts  of  mishaps  occasioned  by  high 
water,  but  G-eneral  Blair,  pursuant  to  my  orders,  is  moving  straight  on  Cheraw. 
1  want  you  to  finish  up  the  two  hridgee  hero ;  get  up  your  troops  ft'ora  the  rear, 
and  move  the  30th  corpa  towards  Oheraw,  north  of  Thompson's  creek,  until  you 
know  General  Blair  ia  in  Cheraw,  when  it  will  work  across  to  the  plank  road, 
and  up  to  Sneedsboro',  where  I  design  your  wing  and  the  cavalry  to  cross  over. 
You  may  instruct  General  Davis  to  move  on  Sneedsboro'  at  once,  but  I  don't 
see  as  ho  can  do  better  than  to  come  here  and  use  your  upper  bridge,  unless  he 
gets  better  roads  and  more  forage  by  Mount  Groghan,  Sinclair,  MacQaaig's,  &e. 
I  helieve  that  Hardee  is  at  Oheraw  witli  his  Charleston  garrison,  and  it  may 
be  part  of  the  Wilmington  force,  but  I  rather  think  these  latt-er  will  be  used  to 
meet  Schofield  about  Goldshoro',  but  I  want  Hardee  attacked  rapidly  and  boldly, 
if  in  any  position  this  side  of  the  Pedee,  If  he  makes  the  mistake  to  fight  on 
this  side,  we  ought  to  catch'him.  I  have  instructed  General  Kilpatrick  to  get 
a  brigade  of  cavalry  across  to  the  plank  road  at  once,  to  observe  and  attack  any 
force  moving  on  that  road  from  any  direction.  If  Hardee  tries  to  escape  towards 
Wadeshoro',  we  must  let  go  our  trains  and  attack  him  in  flank.  I  think  Beau- 
regard withont  many  wagons  is  tied  to  his  Oharlotte  and  Danville  raOroad.  He 
■would  not  dare  depend  on  the  coast  road,  held  as  it  is  and  threatened  at  Golds- 
toro'.  Let  us  get  across  the  Pedee  at  all  hazards,  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
then  we  are  all  right  with  Fayetteville  as  our  objective,  and  the  Cape  Fear 
river  as  an  alternate  base  of  operations. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Ma^or  General 
Major  General  Slocum. 

nding  Left  Wing. 


IIeadhuartkhs  ItjLn'ARY  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

i»  the  field,  Chesierfidd,  8.  0.,  March  3,  1865— SJ  p.  m. 

General  :  Yoiir  despatch  of  3.30  p.  m.  yesterday  from  Black  creek  is  ju.st 
received,  I  wrote  this  a,  m.  to  General  Blair  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  you,  which 
may  reach  you  before  this,  hut  will  repeat. 

General  Slocum  took  Chesterfield  yesterday,  di-iviag  Butler's  cavalry  to  and 
through  the  town,  hut  the  enemy  broke  one  of  the  bridges  and  burned  liie  other. 
Both  are  now  repaired,  and  General  Slocum  will  push  one  division  down  on  the 
north  bank  so  as  to  uncover  your  crossing;  but  send  me  word  as  soon  as  you 
are  over  that  the  20th  corps  may  cross  over  to  the  Pedee  towards  Sneedshoro', 
where  I  want  his  wing  and  the  cavalry  to  cross.  Of  course  I  am  a  little  impsi- 
tient  to  get  across  Pedee  before  Beauregard  can  swing  around  from  Charlotte 
and  Saliabary  and  oppose  our  crossing.  Once  across  the  Pedee  I  don't  fear 
the  whole  confederate  army,  for,  if  need  he,  we  can  swing  in  against  the  right 
bank  of  Cape  Fear,  and  work  down  nntil  we  meet  our  people;  but  I  shall  aim 
to  reach  Fayetteville  and  Goldshoro',  where  I  know  ScLofield  mast  now  be. 

I  have  ordered  General  Davis  from  MaeManus'.  bridge  cm  Mount  Croghan  to 
Sneedshoro',  and  Kilpatrick  is  above  him  towards  Wadeshoro'.  Roads  are  very 
bad  up  here,  either  quick-sand  or  red  clay.  The  country  is  also  poor ;  still,  thns 
far  we  find  forage,  bacon,  and  corn-meal. 

I  met  at  Winnahoro'  Mrs.  Aiken,  wife  of  the  very  Colonel  Aiken  you  report 
as  liiiled  in  the  fight  with  Duncan.  She  was  a  Miss  Gayle,  of  Mobile,  sister  of 
Mrs.  General  Gorgas,  of  the  rebel  ordnance  department.  In  her  conversation 
with  me  she  said  she  supposed  her  husband  would  have  to  "submit"  or  get 
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killed,  and  I  answered  ter  thit  'entli  wis  tlie  Cdse,'  but  I  baidly  thought  so 
soon  to  be  a  prophet. 

I  will  send  youi'  letter  to  Geneiol  Slocum  with  instructions  to  read  it,  and 
push  one  or  two  divisions  down  towaidg  Oheiaw  as  fist  as  possible,  leaving  hia 
wagons  near  the  Sneedsboro'  road  I  will  stay  here  to  night,  and  to-monow  go 
down  in  hopes  to  go  into  Cheraw.  I  don't  believe  Hai-dee  will  fight  on  this 
side  the  river,  and  it  is  now  too  late  for  him  to  slip  out  by  way  of  Wadesboro'. 

Your  rear  division  will  have  plenty  of  time  to  close  up  while  you  are  getting 
your  ci-ossing  secured  aud  bridged.  I  take  it  all  the  bridges  across  Thompson's 
creek  are  gone,  unless  it  be  the  railroad  bridge,  which  may  have  been  spared  for 
the  sake  of  the  rebel  wounded  that  must  stil!  be  there.  I  also  feel  confident  that 
Wilmington  is  in  our  possession,  and  that  none  of  its  garrison  is  at  Cheraw, 
Yours,  truly. 


Major  General  Howagd, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquabteks  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
Jft  tkeJieU,  Chesterfield,  S.  C,  March  3,  1865—5,45  p.  m. 
General:  Your  despatch  fcom  Oberaw  to  the  general-ia chief  is  received. 
He  has  written  you  twice  to-day,  viz.,  once  direct,  and  once  through  Gfeoeral 
Blair;  and  he  desire  me  to  say  those  letters  contain  his  views  and  wishes  as 
regards  immediate  operations,  i.  e.,  for  you  to  concentrate  your  command  at 
Cheraw,  and  make  a  crossing  of,  and  lodgement  beyond  the  Pedee  with  all 
possible  despatch,  as  it  is  all-important;  that  we  at  once  hold  its  lef^  bank. 

If  you  think  you  will  have  time,  the  general  would  like  to  have  you  send 
any  kind  of  a  force  from  tlie  rear  portion  of  your  command,  (probably  mounted 
would  be  the  best,)  down  to  Florence,  with  dii-ections  to  destroy  everything  of 
public  property  there.     We  will  come  into  Cheraw  to-morrow  morning. 
It  is  not  probable  there  is  much  of  an  enemy  at  Florence. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect,  &e., 

L.  M.  DAYTOX, 
Assistant  Adjiitant  General. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


HEADliUARTEBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Chesterfield,  S.  C,  March  3,  1865. 
General:  To-morrow  the  general-in-chief  will  move  into  Cheraw  and  join 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee.     He  wishes  you  to  proceed  and  cross  the  Pedee- 
with  your  command  at  Sneedsboro',  as  soon  as  possible,  and  also  directs  me  to 
say  he  will  make  full  orders  at  Cheraw  for  the  next  movement. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Major  General  H.  W.  Slocuivi, 

Commanding  Left  Wing. 
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HeARQUABTEKS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefidd,  Cheraw.  S.  G.,  March  4,  1S65— 8  p.  m. 

General  r  I  got  bere  at  10  a.  m.,  and  found  tlie  17tli  corps  in  town,  and 
laying  a  pontoon  bridge  across  tha  Pedes.  The  IStli  corps  ia  also  here,  and 
their  trains  are  coming  in  al!  safe.  The  bridge  is  down;  one  division  (Moiyer's) 
is  across,  and  is  skirmishing  about  two  miles  out. 

Hardee  commanded  here,  and  bad,  it  is  said,  about  fifteen  thousand  men,  bat 
I  doubt  if  he  had  more  than  the  Charleston  garrison  and  S.  1>.  Lee's  corps,  in 
all  ten  thousand.  There  was  a  gunboat  here  that  had  come  up  when  the  Yan- 
kees got  Georgetown,  but  it  was  blown  up  to-day,  about  sis  miles  down  the 
river.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  property  here,  such  as  guns,  (So,)  ammunition, 
&c.,  and  more  of  a  town  than  1  expected  to  find. 

General  Howard  has  sent  a  mouuted  force  to  destroy  property  at  aad  near 
Florence,  which  cannot  return  before  the  day  after  to-morrow,  by  which  time 
I  think  he  can  have  all  his  command  across.  Of  course,  the  sooner  we  reach 
Fayetteville  the  better,  but  we  must  dove  in  compact  masses,  as  eitlier  cohimn 
may  encounter  the  whole  of  Hai-dee's  command,  and  it  may  be  re-enforced  by 
some  from  Charleston.  I  have  ao  doubt  that  Schofield  is  at  work  in  North  Car- 
olina, I  feel  assured  he  is  fully  possessed  of  my  views,  and  will  have  Golds- 
boro',  with  both  the  "Wilmington  and  Newbern  roads,  done  by  the  15th  iustant, 
the  day  appointed.  Still,  it  is  hut  prudent  to  coutitiue,  as  heretofore,  to  collect 
all  the  food  possible,  in  case  we  are  delayed  thereabouts.  There  is  a  story 
afloat  that  six  thousand  of  Schofield's  mea  are  already  at  Fayetteville,  which 
will  be  a  great  success,  better  than  we  expected ;  but  I  know  General  Giani 
will  spare  no  efforts  to  second  us;  he  is  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  oi.r 
movements. 

Get  your  bridge  down,  and  cross  over  as  fast  as  possible,  and  stretch  out  on 
the  roads  you  want,  and  I  will  order  General  Howard  to  conform  to  yon.     il 
you  caa  get  out  ten  miles  dtuing  all  Tuesday,  it  will  bo  aa  much  as  I  espe:'t. 
Yours,  truly, 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Comma/iduig. 

Major  General  SlocCM,  Commanding  Le/i  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  MissifiKippi, 

In  the  field,  Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  4,  1S65  ~0  p.  cl 
General  :  I  have  just  received  your  note,  and  the  copy  of  your  oi-dcrs.  I 
would  not  be  surprised  if  it  were  true  that  some  of  Schofield's  command  were 
at  Fayetteville.  I  know  General  Grant's  ausiety  for  ua,  and  he  will  move 
heaven  and  eai'tb  to  conaperate.  Your  orders  ai-e  all  right.  I  have  written  to 
General  Slocnm,  who  is  at  Soeedshoro',  and  he  wil!  use  the  roads  by  Mark's 
creek  and  McFarland's  bridge,  and  all  roads  north  of  it.  It  may  be  well  for 
you  to  let  General  Slocum  have  a  day's  start,  that  the  column  may  assume  an 
echelon  towards  the  north.  General  Slocum  can  hardly  have  al!  across  earlier 
than  Tuesday,  and  I  have  iatimated  that  I  would  like  him  to  be  ten  miles  out 
■during  all  Tuesday,     The  river  with  him  seems  to  be  wider  than  with  you. 

Get  a  good  scout  or  two  ready  for  me  to  send  a  message  to  Wilmington  as 
soon  as  auy  of  your  heads  of  columns  are  across  Lumber  river. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 
33* 
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niiADUUAEITERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Gheraw,  S.  0.,  March  5,  1865. 

Gka'ekal:  I  was  on  the  point  of  making  an  order  for  the  next  laovemeiit. 
but  on.  looking  over  my  last.  No.  16,  I  find  it  covers  tlie  ground  up  to  ouc  next 
objective.  You  have  the  choice  of  roa,ds,  and  I  understand  from  Captain  Luil- 
low  that  you  want  McParland's  and  Love's  bridges.  All  right.  Let  Generiil 
Davis  lead  into  Fayetteville,  holding  the  20th  corps  in  support,  with  the  cavalry 
on  hie  left  roar.  I  will  hold  General  Howard  hack,  bnt  close  enough  to  come 
up  if  Jolinston  wants  to  fight.  I  will  now  fight  him  if  he  dare,  and,  therefore, 
wish  you  to  act  on  that  idea,  keeping  each  corps  ready  to  bold  the  enemy  if  be 
appears  in  force  on  your  left,  but  bis  strength  must  be  developed  before  other 
corps  are  called  from  their  roads.  I  have  notified  General  Howard  of  this  order, 
and  he  has  simply  asked,  instead  of  holding  on  here  to  make  slow  marches,  to 
gather  forage  and  meal.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  bis  orders  of  march.  I  also  send 
yon  an  open  letter  for  General  Kilpatrick,  which  road  and  forward  to  him. 
Major  Audenreid,  of  my  staff,  left  him  yesterday  ten  miles  this  side  of  Wades- 
boro',  and  my  orders  to  him  were  to  hold  his  command,  covering  all  roads,  espe- 
cially the  plank  road  between  Wadesboi-o'  and  your  troops.  After  you  have 
got  a  covering  force  across  the  Pedee,  let  Kilpatrick  have  the  bridge,  and  move 
out  to  your  left  front — aay  Rockingham.  We  have  been  badly  treated  by  the 
weatlier,  but  I  hope  for  a  better  spell  henceforth, 

I  will  get  messages  through  to  Wilmington  the  moment  any  head  of  eolumn 
is  across  Lnmher  creek,  smd  feel  sure  that  Schofield  will  meet  ns  in  force  at 
Goldsboro'.  1  will  draw  from  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  Wilmington  at  least 
twenty-five  thousand  men  to  re-enforce  our  army  at  Goldsboro',  and  will  put 
them  under  Schofield,  as  the  centre  or  reserve,  restoring  the  organizatiou  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign.  With  that  army  replenished  and  refreshed  we  can  make 
things  move.  Indeed,  1  fee!  confident  that  nothing  can  now  stjind  before  ns. 
I  find  here  additional  signs  of  discomfiture  ;  thi'ee  tlioueand  six  hundred  barrels 
of  powder  are  among  our  spoils,  and  the  surgeons  of  the  confederate  hospitals 
admit  that  Hardee  left  them  without  snpplies,  or  even  orders.  Keep  me  well 
advised  of  progress,  and  I  will  make  things  conform  to  your  movements. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAlSr, 
Majoi'  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Si.ocum, 

Commanding  Lrft  Wing. 


HuAOauAhTERS  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefiM,  Cheraw,  8.  0.,  March  5,  1865. 

Ge.\ep.al  i  I  was  on  the  point  of  making  a  new  general  order  of  movement, 
bnt  on  examining  my  last,  No.  16,  I  find  it  provides  for  the  next  stage.  Gen- 
eral Howard  has  ci'ossed  here,  and  is  now  passing  trains  and  troops,  but  I  will 
hold  him  hack  to  allow  General  Slocum  to  lead  to  Fayetteville, 

General  Howard  has  sent  some  mounted  infantry  down  to  Florence  to  damage 
things  there,  and  they  cannot  retnm  nntil  to-mon-ow.  In  the  mean  time  General 
Slocnm  will  pass  over  and  move  out  on  roads  leading  to  McFarland's  and 
Love's  bridges.  I  will  hold  the  right  wing  back,  and  in  reserve,  keeping  on 
roads  to  tlie  south  of  General  Slocnm.  As  soon  as  he  has  a  covering  force 
across  the  Peedee  lie  will  notify  you  and  give  you  his  bridge,  when  move  out 
to  Rockingham,  and  thence  conform  to  his  movements,  getting  up  to  Solemn 
"  3  thence  along  down  sonth  of  Little  river  to  ^e  roads  coming  into 

'■  "     n  Manchester. 
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There  is  a  rumor  here  that  General  Schofield  is  already  at  Fayetteyille.  It 
IS  certain  he  took  WilmingtoQ  not  hy  the  evacuation  of  the  place,  but  by  force, 
capturing  Haygood's  brigade.  This  Bimplifi^  our  work  very  much,  and  will 
give  me  large  re- enforcements  as  soon  as  I  need  them. 

Hardee  left  here  ia  haste  and  confusion,  going  across  Pedee  and  burning  the 
bridge,  but  we  have  already  a  pontoon  bridge  acioas,  and  two  divisions  out  a 
couple  miles.  Batler's  division  of  cavalry  is  with  him.  The  enemy  left  here 
valuable  stores,  twenty-four  good  guns,  three  thousand  sis  hundred  barrels  pow- 
der, two  thousand  mnskets,  the  hospitals,  aud  much  ammunition  and  stores. 

I  don't  think  Joe  Johnston  will  try  to  concentrate  his  forces  this  side  of 
Raleigh. 

W.  T.  SHEI{,^f  AN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 


JTEADCtUARTUBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MiSSTSSlPPi, 

In  tkejdd,  Cheraw.  S.  C,  March  6,  1805. 

Genekai,  :  I  shall,  in  person,  to-day  cross  the  Pedee,  and  go  out  on  the 
main  Fayotteville  road  about  five  miles,  to  the  point  of  Phill's  creek  where  are 
encamped  two  divisions  of  the  16th  corps.  There  I  shall  await  the  fact  that 
you  are  all  across  and  off  for  Fayettevflie,  aud  will  try  and  hold  the  right  wing 
ready  to  turn  to  you  in  case  Johnston  attempts  to  strike  you  in  flank,  or  to 
move  on  towards  Payette ville,  aiming  to  arrive  there  at  or  near  about  the  same 
time  with  yonr  rear.  I  propose  your  command  should  first  enter  and  occupy 
Fajetteville,  and  secure  tiie  bridge,  if  possible;  otherwise  to  make  a  lodgement 
across  with  pontoons.  En  route  break  the  railroad  which  ia  known  as  the  Wil- 
miogtou  and  Charlotte;  but  it  is  only  partially  down  to  Rockingham.  It  is  of. 
little  importance,  but  being  on  it,  we  might  as  well  use  up  some  of  its  iron.  At 
its  depots  you  may  find  some  com  and  meal. 

On  approaching  Fayetteville  yau  may  give  out  that  if  the  bridge  is  destroyed 
■we  will  deal  haMhly  by  the  town  ;  but  if  there  be  no  positive  resistance,  and 
if  the  enemy  spare  the  bridge,  I  wish  the  town  to  be  dealt  with  generously.  Of 
course  we  will  dispose  of  all  public  stores  and  property,  hut  will  spare  private 
houses.  Use  wheat,  cora,  meal,  bacon,  animals,  wagons,  &c.,  needed  by  yonr 
command,  but  try  and  keep  the  foragere  from  insulting  families,  hy  word  or 
rudeness.  It  might  be  well  to  instruct  your  brigade  commanders  that  we  are 
now  out  of  South  Carolina,  and  that  a  little  moderation  may  be  of  political  con- 
sequence  to  us  in  JJorth  Carolina, 

At  Fayetteville,  if  we  can  secure  boats  of  any  kind,  even  coal-flats,  I  will  send 
down  Cape  Fear  river  the  bulk  of  the  refugees,  white  and  black,  which  swells 
oor  numbers  and  consumes  the  food  necessary  for  our  combatants.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  having  daily,  intercourse  with  you  \i-j  courier  or  in  person,  and  only 
name  these  points  that  you  may  initiate  measures  to  accomplish  these  ends. 

The  enemy  baa  abandoned  many  caissons  loaded  with  anlmuaitiou,  on  his 
route  of  retreat,  and  if  you  can  push  or  threaten  him  about  Eockiogham  I  doubt 
not  he  will  drop  more.     The  moment  General  Davis  strikes  the  plank  road  he 
should  push  with  aU  possible  speed  into  Fayetteville. 
Yours,  tvaly, 

■W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Slocl^m, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  Sncedshoro'. 
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HEiADQUAGTEiiS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  near  Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  6,  1865. 
Gemrral:  a  copy  of  your  orders,  ielned  at  Eaateriing's  for  to-morrow'e  move- 
ment, enclosed  to  the  general-in- chief,  has  been  rbceived.  Tlie  general  desires 
me  to  &ay  the  order  is  satisfactory  to  him,  and  in  modification  has  only  instructed 
General  Logan  to  remain  in  his  present  camp  until  siicb  time  as  the  20th  corps, 
now  passing,  can  get  by  him  on  to  the  left-hand  road  via  Clatk'a  creek. 
I  am,  general,  yonrs  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Major  General  Howakd, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


HeADQUABTERS  MiLlTABY  DIVISION  OF  THE    MISSISSIPPI, 

7m.  tliejield.  Camp  on  Fayetteville  Road, 

13  miles  Jrom  Cheraw,  March  7,  1866. 

GknrRAL  :  Yours  of  this  date,  11  a.  m.,  is  just  received.  I  am  well  pleased 
to  learn  that  Hardee  is  making  well  north.  Though  willing  to  fight  Joe  Johu- 
stoa,  who  now  commands  iu  chief,  I  would  prefer  to  work  over  to  the  new  base, 
to  clear  our  columns  of  the  impedinieats  and  make  junction  with  Sehofield, 
who  is,  doubtless,  workiDg  up  towards  Goldsboro'.  If  I  can  get  that  point 
secure,  with  both  railroads  down  to  Wilmington  and  Kewbem,  you  will  perceive 
what  a  base  I  will  have.  Raleigh  will  be  easy  of  coaijuest,  and  we  can  drive 
all  Carolina  north  of  the  Roanoke,  where  the  concentrated  anniea  of  the  Con- 
federacy will  have  contracted  foraging  ground.  But  of  that  hereafter.  Now 
I  will  make  for  Fayetteville,  and  only  ask  you  tiO  keep  up  the  seeming  ap- 
pearance of  pushing  after  Hardee,  but  i-eally  keep  your  command  well  in  hand 
and  the  horses  aud  meu  in  the  best  possible  order  aa  to  food  and  forage. 

To-morrow  ni^ht  I  will  send  messengers  with  my  orders  for  Sehofield,  but 
shall  aim  to  reach  Goldeboi-o'.  I  don't  want  to  make  southing.  Our  infantry 
columns  are  doing  well.  I  will  let  Davis  enter  Fayetteville  first,  and  if 
the  people  will  spare  the  bridge,  I  want  all  to  be  easy  on  the  citizens  ;  but  if 
they  burn  bridges  or  bother  us,  we  must  go  the  whole  figure.  In  conversation 
with  people  evince  a  determination  to  maintain  the  Union,  but  treat  all  other 
mattera  as  beneath  a  soldier's  notice.  Give  us  a  whole  country  with  a  gov- 
ernment, and  leave' details  to  the  lawyers. 

Deal  as  moderately  and  fairly  by  the  North  Carolinians  as  possible,  and 
fan  the  flame  oi  discowl  already  subsisting  between  them  and  their  proud  cousins 
of  South  Carolina.  There  never  was  much  love  between  them.  Touch  upon 
the  chivalry  running  away,  always  leaving  their  families  for  us  to  feed  and 
protect,  and  then  on  purpose  accusing  us  of  all  sorts  of  rudeness. 

I  expect  to  reach  Fayetteville  by  Saturday,  and  1  will  determine  as  quick  aa 
possible  what  is  next  for  you,  but  I  don't  see  as  you  can  do  better  than  hold  on 
that  flank.  There  is  a  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry  left  down  in  the  pocket 
about  Florence  that  might  be  caught,  but  it  won't  pay  to  chase  them.  Horse 
flesh  is  too  precious.  Keep  .your  horses  iu  the  best  order  for  the  day  when  we 
must  have  a  big  fight ;  not,  however,  on  this  tm'n. 


General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Rockinghat 


"VY.  T.  SHERMAIS, 
'ajor  General  Commanding. 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquabters  Military  Division  of  the  Missipsippi, 

I»  tkejield.  Laurel  Hill,  N.   G.,  Wednesday,  March  8,  1S65. 
CoMMANDiNG  Officeb,  Wilmington,  N.  G.  : 

.  We  are  marcbing  on  Fayettevjlle ;  will  be  there  Saturday,  Sunday,an(l  Monday, 
and  tlien  will  march  for  Groldsboro'. 

K  possible,  send  a  boat  up  Cape  Pear  river,  and  have  word  conveyed  to 
Geiieml  Schofield  that  I  expect  to  meet  him  about  Gnldaboro'.  We  are  all 
well  and  have  done  finely.  The  rain  makes  our  roada  difficult  and  may  delay 
me  about  Fayetteville,  in  which  case  I  would  like  to  have  some  bread,  sugar, 
and  coffee;  we  have  abundance  of  all  else.  I  sxpect  to  reach  Gold sboro'  by 
the  20th  instant. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Militarv  Bivisiox  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejield,  Btthel  Church,  26  miles  from  Fayetteinlle,  N.  C, 

March  10,  1S65— 3  p.  m. 
General:  Youra  of  11.30  is  just  received.  The  heavy  rain  last  night 
caught  Haaen'a  train  in  a  swamp,  and  he  has  had  to  corduroy  five  mi]e3,  and 
his  train  is  not  up  yet.  Genei'al  Corse  is  behind  him,  just  on  this  side  of  Lumber 
i-iver.  I  will  come  onin  the  morning  as  fast  as  possible,  but  you  may  go  on,  ready 
to  support  General  Slocum,  who  reports,  that  be  will  be  ready  to  enter  Fayette- 
viile  to-morrow.  I  have  no  doubt  Jobnston  will  try  and  get  some  troops  to 
oppose,  and  it  is  well  for  us  to  anticipate  his  preparations,  and  therafore  you 
may  push  so  as  to  threaten  the  town  on  the  southwest.  Let  General  Blair 
take  from  tlie  planh  road  to  the  river  the  two  divisions  of  the  ISth  corps  on 
the  direct  road  commuui eating  witli  Williams  on  the  left,  hut  let  Slocum  break 
into  town. 

I  will  send  a  staff  officer  to  him  at  daylight  with  orders  to  shove  right  in  and 
push  fov  the  bridge. 

I  think  if  the  enemy  fights  us  with  a  bridge  to  his  rear,  he  commits  a  mistake, 
of  which  we  must  take  immediate  advantage. 

If  any  cause  delay  me  have  prepai'ations  made  at  once  to  cross  over  to  the 
east  hank  of  Cape  Fear,  below  the  town,  but  we  will  pause  thereabouts  until  we 
can  get  some  real  news  from  Wilmington.  Ton  may  send  any  number  of  mes- 
sengers to  convey  the  intelligence  that  we  are  hereabouts,  all  well,  and  bound 
for  Goldsboro,'  unless  necessity  force  ua  toward  Wilmington. 

I  regret  that  this  column  has  lost  this  day,  but  it  seems  inevitable. 
Yours, 

W,  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


IfF.ADCtUAKTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In.  tkejield,  Kajt  Swamp,  N.  0.,  March  10,  1865. 
General  :  The  heavy  rain  of  last  night  caught  the  column  with  wliicb  I  am 
in  the  swamp,  which  is  bottomless,  and  has  to  he  cleai-ed  and  corduroyed  for 
milee  to  let  the  trains  and  ai-tillery  pass. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


342         REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

TliB  ]7th  corps  ia  row  at  Eockfi?li  creek,  and  will  have  time  to  repair  the 
bridges  and  push  into  i'ayetteville  to-morrow,  Satnrday.  I  want  yoa  to  go  in 
first ;  this  yon  can  do  in  your  own  way,  but  General  Howard  will  have  the  17th 
corps  and  two  divisions  of  the  1 5th  corps  near  enough  to  support.  Do  all  that 
ia  possible  to  secure  the  bridge  across  Gape  Fear;  but  if,  as  1  suppose  will  be 
the  case,  the  enemy  hum  it,  effect  a  lodgement  at  once  across,  and  make  a  pon- 
toon bridge  with  a  brigade  across  intrenched.  Wb  will  wait  there  some  days. 
Destroy  nothing  until  I  meet  you  unless  there  be  special  reason  that  yoa  know 
I  will  approve.     I  will  try  and  be  near  you  at  sunset. 

Should  it  be  that  Johnston  has  es  Ived  to  def  d  Fayette  lie  w  th  a  large 
force,  it  is  to  our  interest,  and  y  can  aj,e  I  t  ent  on  on  tl  e  o  th  aad 
northwest,  while  General  Howarl    !    es  the  so  tl  west     Avo  d      treucli- 

menta,  but  make  haste  to  prevent  the  mak  ug  of  tbem 

I  send  you  this  message,  whi  h  may  eem  s  pe  fluom  but  I  an  w  th  troops 
delayed  by  the  swamp,  and  can  ot  aff  d  t  1  e  anyth  n^  to  chau  I  have 
sent  meesengers  and  orders  to  Vi  ha  n^ton 

I  set  much  store  on  a  lodgement  e  st  ot  Cape  Tea  r  a  d  v  nld  advEae 
your  having  the  pontoons  conven  ent 

The  weather  ia  now  clearing  awyalwll^,  u  Ilp  son  days  of 
sunshine.  Our  roads  here  are  swampy  m  the  LXtieme,  but  youis,  I  hope,  have 
proven  better. 


Yours,  &o.. 


Miijor  General  SLOfLLii, 

CoTamcmding  Lffi   Wing. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major   General  Commaadin 


Headquauters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

la  the  field,  Fayelleville,  N.  C,  March  11,  I86S. 
General  :  I  have  just  received  your  report,  and  read  it  with  great  satisfac- 
tion. I  feared  it  was  more,  as  the  enemy  claims  from  two  to  four  hundred  pris- 
oners, which  were  conducted  through  Fayetteville,  Tou  may  rest  a  couple  of 
days,  and  then  be  ready  to  cross  the  river.  I  think  there  are  some  of  the  enemy 
that  failed  to  escape  across  the  bridge.  Yon  might  send  a  strong  foraging  party 
up  to  the  Little  river  bridge,  and  barn  the  railroad  bridge.  The  enemy  have  sent 
a  good  deal  of  ordnance  up  towards  tlie  coal  mines  on  the  railroad,  I  would 
like  to  have  it  aad  the  cars  aud  the  locomotives  destroyed,  but  can  hardly 
spare  time.  We  will  lay  the  pontoons  to-morrow  and  cross  on  Monday.  I 
am  at  the  arsenal.  I  did  not  get  a  despatch  from  you  at  Solemn  Grove. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Kilpathick, 

Ccmrnand'hig  Cavalry. 


HEADaUARTEltS  MILITARY  DfViSiON  OF  THE  MlSSISSFPPi, 

In  the  field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March,  11,  1865. 
llajot  General  Terry,  Wilmmglon  : 

I  have  just  received  your  despatch  of  the  7Eli.  We  entered  Fayetteville  to- 
day, Hardee  retreating  eastward  with  twenty  thousand  men,  and  burning  the 
bridge  across  Cape  Fear  river.  We  will  cross  the  river  to-morrow  and  start  for 
'Goldsboro'  on  Tuesday.      You  can  calculate  the  time  of  my  arrival  by  the 
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weatlier.  I  will  strike  tlie  "Wilmington  railroad  about  Faison'e.  Wo  are  all 
well,  and  liave  destroyed  a  vast  amount  of  stores,  and  done  the  enemy  irrepara- 
ble damage.  I  will  doatroy  the  arsenal  utterly.  I  want  everything  concentra- 
ted at  or  as  near  Goldsboro'  as  possible,  with  the  railroad  finished  as  near  as 
possible. 

We  have  a  largo  number  of  ncgroea  and  refugees  that  I  may  send  to  Wil- 
mington. 

W.  T.  SHERBIAN, 

Major  General. 


iiiy  scout.] 
IlEADQUAU'l'EaS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  TUB  SIlSSlSSIPl'i, 

In  the  field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Marc/i  11,  1665. 
General  Tegry,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

I  may  send  a  train  of  wagons  down  the  road  along  Cape  Fear  river  to  con- 
vey refugees  and  negroes  that  have  followed  my  army  from  South  Carolina. 

Please  ask  Admiral  Porter  to  have  some  gnnboata  feel  up  Cape  Fear  river 
as  high  as  Elizabeth  City,  or  at  all  events  as  high  np  as  the  wreck  of  the  Chio- 
amanga,  at  Indian  Wells.     The  rebels  burned  their  steamboats  here. 

W.  T.  8HEUMAW, 

Major  General. 


HEADaUAHTGRS  MlLITAaV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

7»  the  field,  Fayetteeille,  N.  C,  MarrA  12,  1865. 

GsMERAL  :  I  have  just  received  your  message  by  the  tug  wbieh  left  Wil- 
mingtoa  at  2  p.  m.  yesterday,  and  arrived  here  without  trouble.  The  scout  who 
brought  me  your  cipher  message  started  back  last  night  with  my  answers,  which 
are  superseded  by  the  fact  of  yoxir  opening  the  river. 

General  Howard  just  reports  that  lie  has  secured  one  of  the  enemy's  steam- 
boats below  the  city,  and  General  Slocnm  will  tiy  to  secure  two  known  to  be 
above,  and  we  will  load  them  with  refugees,  white  and  black,  which  have  c!ung 
to  our  skirts,  impeded  our  movements,  and  consumed  out  food. 

We  Lave  swept  the  country  well  from  Savanniih  here,  and  my  men  and 
animals  are  in  fine  condition.  Had  it  not  been  foi"  the  foul  weather,  I  would 
have  caught  Hardee  at  Cberaw,  or  here;  hat  at  Columbia,  Oheraw,  and  here, 
we  got  immense  stores,  and  have  destroyed  machinery,  guns,  ammunitioa,  and 
property,  of  inestimable  value  to  our  enemy.  At  all  points  he  lias  ficd  from  ns, 
"  stondiBg  not  on  the  order  of  his  going." 

The  people  of  South  Carolina,  instead  of  feeding  Lee'a  ai'my,  will  now  call 
on  Lee  to  feed  them. 

I  want  you  to  send  me  all  the  shoes,  stockings,  drawers,  sugar,  coffee,  and 
flour,  you  can  spare ;  finish  the  loads  with  oats  or  corn.  Have  the  boats  escort- 
ed and  let  them  run  atnights  at  anyriek.  We  must  not  lose  time  for  Joe  Jolm- 
Btoa  to  concentrate  at  Goidaboro'.  We  cannot  prevent  his  concentrating  at  liar 
leigh,  but  he  shall  have  no  rest.  I  want  General  Sehofield  to  go  oa  with  hie 
railroad  from  Kewbera  as  far  as  he  can,  and  you  do  the  same  from  Wilmington. 
If  we  can  get  the  roads  to,  and  secure  Goldsboi-o'  by  April  10,  it  will  be  soon 
enough,  hut  every  day  now  is  worth  a  million  of  dollars.  I  can  whip  Joe 
Johnston  provided  he  don't  catch  one  of  my  corps  in  flank,  and  I  will  see  that 
my  army  marches  hence  to  Goldsboro'  in  compact  form. 
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I  mast  rid  my  antij  of  from  twenty  to  tliirty  lliousand  useless  mouths;  as  many 
to  go  down  Cape  Fear  as  possible,  and  balance  to  go  in  the  vehicles  and  on  cap- 
tured horses  via  Clinton  to  Wilmington. 

I  thank  you  for  the  energetic  action  that  has  marked  your  course,  and  shall 
be  most  happy  to  meet  you. 

I  am  truly  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  General. 
Major  General  Terry, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Wlh/iingiort,  X.  C. 


Hf-adquakters  Military  D[visio?j  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  FayeUemlle,  N.  C,  March  12,  1S65. 

Dear  General  :  We  reached  this  place  yesterday  at  noon — Hardee,  as  usual- 
retreating  across  the  Cape  Fear,  burning  his  bridge  but  our  poutoona  will  be  u|i 
to-day,  and  with  as  little  delay  aa  possible  I  will  be  after  him  towards  Goldsboro'. 

A  tug  has  just  come  up  from  Wilmington,  and  before  I  get  off  from  hei-e 
I  hope  to  get  up  from  Wilmington  some  shoes  and  stockings,  sugar,  coffee,  and 
flour.  We  are  abundantly  supplied  in  all  else,  having  in  a  measure  lived  off 
the  country. 

The  army  is  in  splendid  health,  condition,  aad  spirit,  thougli  we  have  had 
foul  weather  and  j'oads  that  would  have  stopped  travel  to  almost  any  other  body 
of  men  I  ever  heard  of. 

Our  march  was  substantially  what  I  designed — straight  on  Columbia,  feigning 
on  Brauchvitle  and  Augusta.  We  destroyed,  ia  passing,  the  r^lroad  fi.'om  the 
Ediato  nearly  up  to  Aiken;  again  from  Orangeburg  to  the  Congaree;  again  from 
Columbia  down  to  Kingsville  aad  tbo  Wateree,  and  up  towards  Charlotte  as  far 
as  the  Chester  line ;  thence  I  turned  east  on  Cheraw,  and  theuee  to  Tayette- 
ville.  At  Columbia  we  destroyed  immense  arsenals  and  railroad  establishments, 
among  which  were  forty-three  cannon.  At  Cheraw  we  found  also  machinery 
and  materia!  of  war  from  Charleston,  among  which  twetity-five  guns  and  three 
thousand  six  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  and  here  M^e  find  aboiit  twenty  guns 
and  a  magnificent  United  States  arsenal. 

We  cannot  afford  to  leave  dettichmentR,  and  I  shall,  therefore,  destroy  this 
valuable  arsenal,  for  the  enemy  shall  not  have  its  use;  and  the  United  States 
should  never  again  confide  such  valnabie  property  to  a  people  who  have  betrayed 
a  trust. 

I  could  leave  here  to-morrow,  bat  want  to  clean  my  columns  of  the  vast  crowd 
of  refugees  and  negroes  that  encumber  me ;  some  I  will  send  down  the  river  in 
boats,  and  the  balance  I  will  send  to  Wilmington  by  land  under  small  escort  as 
soon  as  we  are  across  Cape  Fear  river. 

I  hope  you  have  not  been  uneasy  about  us,  and  that  the  fruits  of  this  march 
will  be  appreciated.  It  had  to  be  made  not  only  to  secure  the  valuable  depots 
by  the  way,  but  its  incidents,  in  the  necessary  fall  of  Charleston,  Georgetown, 
and  Wilmington.  If  I  can  now  add  Goldsboro'  without  too  much  cost,  I  will 
be  in  position  to  aid  you  materially  in  the  spring  campaign. 

Joe  Johntson  may  try  to  interpose  between  me  here  and  Schofield  about  New- 
hem  ;  but  I  think  he  ■will  not  try  that,  but  concentrate  his  scattered  armies  at 
Raleigh,  and  I  ■will  go  straight  at  him  as  soon  as  1  get  my  men  reclothed  and 
our  wagons  reloaded. 

Keep  everybody  busy  and  let  Stoaeman  push  towards  Greensboro'  or  Ghaiiotte 
from  linosville  ;  even  a  feint  in  that  q^uarter  will  be  most  important. 
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Tiie  railroad  from  Charlotte  to  Danville  is  all  that  ia  left  the  enemy,  and  it 
won't  do  for  me  to  go  there  on  account  of  the  red  clay  hills,  that  are  impasaahle 
to  wheels  in  wet  weather. 

I  expect  to  make  a  junction  with  General  Schofield  in  ten  days. 
Toura,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN,  itfryw  General. 
Lieut.  General  "U.  8.  Grant, 

Commanding  United  States  Army,  Cily  Point. 


Hgadquabtbrs  Militaev  DivisroN  op  the  Mississippi, 

la  the  Jleld,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  12,  1865. 

Ge:jeral  :  We  reached  this  place  yesterday  without  opposition.  Our  march 
was  exactly  as  I  expected,  and  ita  fruits  al!  I  could  have  asked  for.  We  have 
destroyed  vast  magazines  at  Columbia,  Oheraw,  and  here,  and  have  destroyed 
efFectually  the  railroad  system  of  South  Carolina. 

From  Oheraw  I  seat  a  small  cavalry  force  to  Florence,  but  it  found  a  force  of 
infantry  and  cavalry  more  than  iC  could  match,  and  had  to  return,  breaking 
only  the  railroad  trestles  down  as  far  as  Darlington.  The  enemy  still  has  much 
railroad  stock  and  munitions  oa  the  track  about  Somterville  and  Florence,  and 
if  you  can  make  up  a  force  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  men  out  of  your 
Charleston  and  Savannah  garrisons,  I  want  you  to  reach  that  road  and  destroy 
everything  possible,  and  exhaust  the  country  of  sopplies.  The  best  points  of 
departure  are  Georgetown  and  the  Santee  bridge.  1  think  Admiral  Dahlgren 
conld  send  some  light  gunboats  up  the  Santee,  but  don't  know  enough  about 
the  bar.  The  distance  from  Georgetown  does  not  exceed  sixty  miles,  and  we 
look  on  sixty  miles  as  a  pleasant  excursion.  As  soon  as  yoa  accomplish  this, 
reduce  your  garrisons  at  Savannah  and  Ohaileston  to  the  minimum,  and  re-en- 
forc«  the  movement  on  Goldsboro',  which  is  the  real  objective  now.  I  expect 
to  be  there  in  ten  days. 

My  army  is  in  splendid  health  and  condition,  and  we  have  bad  no  battle  in- 
volving more  than  a  single  brigade  or  division  at  a  time.  Our  foragers  have 
had  plenty  of  fighting  on  a  limited  scale,  and  have  gathered  more  bacon,  chick- 
ens, turkeys,  and  corn-meal  than  I  believed  were  in  the  country.  We  are  now 
only  short  of  bread,  sugar,  and  coffee,  and  our  men  have  been  so  much  in  the 
mud  and  water  that  shoes  and  stockings  are  scarce.  Send  to  Goldsboro',  via 
Newbern,  all  the  clothing  you  can  spare. 
I  am  truly  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAS", 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Foster, 

"  ~'  ^  Department  of  the  South,  CharksloJ!,  S.  C. 


HEADaOAETEES  SIlLlTAKY  DIVISION  OF  THB  MiSSISSIPP!, 

In  the  field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Sunday,  March  IS,  1865. 
Gentlemen:  We  need,  very  much,  shoes,  stockings,  drawers,  and  pants; 
also  flour,  bread,  sugar,  and  coffee;  all  else  we  bave  ia  abundance.  I  cannot 
afford  to  stay  here  longer  than  Wednesday.  The  river  is  now  high,  and  if  yoa, 
or  either  of  you,  are  in  Wilmington,  send  from  there  what  you  can  of  such 
articles  as  I  have  mentioned,  to  the  capacity  of  the  boats  you  have  at  disposal. 
Do  not  draw  from  Newbern,  hat  collect  there  the  great  depot,  specially,  of 
forage  and  clotbiDg.  My  command  will  need  an  entire  eqnipment  of  clothing. 
We  have  been  in  water  half  the  time  since  leaving  Savannah,  and  conseijuently 
the  clothing  is  worn  oat.     We  have  not  lost  a  wagon,  and  our  animals  are  in 
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good  conditiou ;  but  1  take  it  foi"  granted  we  shall  find  little  or  no  forage  about 
lioldsboro'. 

The  moment  you  hear  I  am  approaching  Goldsboro'  fonvard  to  meet  me  with 
clothing  and  bread,  sugar  and  coffee,  and  empty  wagona  will  meet  them. 

We  have  made  a  hard  and  extraordinary  march,  and  achieved  all  I  coald 
expect.     We  are  ia  good  health  and  fightiog  conditiou. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMATV, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Geuerals  Easton  and  Bbckwith,  or  either, 

at  Wilmington,  North  Carolina. 


Hbadquaetbrs  Military  Division  of  thr  Mississippi, 

In.  the  field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Sunday,  March  12,  1SG5. 

Gbkbral  :  We  reached  here  yesterday,  and  will  be  delayed  until  Tuesday 
or  Wednesday  puttiag  down  pontoona.  I  will  destroy  utterly  the  arsenal  and 
other  public  property,  and  I  hope  to  get  up  soma  shoes  and  email  stores  from 
Wilmington  before  we  leave.  I  will  then  march  iu  compact  order  straight  for 
the  bridge  across  Neuse  river,  south  of  Goldsboro'.  I  expect  to  make  junction 
with  you  thereabouts.  If  I  dou't  find  you  there  I  will  feel  towards  Kinsten  and 
Newbem.  I  will  need  clothing  and  provisions.  We  have  gatliered  plenty  of 
eattle  and  bacon,  and  a  good  deal  of  cornmeal  and  molasses.  We  have  also 
found  plenty  of  corn  aad  fodder,  and  my  animals  are  all  in  good  order.  I  will 
have  trains  enough  for  you.  I  have  plenty  wagous  and  mules  for  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  so  you  need  not  bring  any  from  the  north. 

On  making  junction  with  you,  I  want  you  to  make  your  command  twenty-five 
thousand,  and  will  call  it  the  centre,  thus  restoring  our  old  Atlaiita  organiaation. 
Go  on  repairing  th^  railroad  towards  Goldsboro',  and  let  Terry  repair  the  Wil- 
mington road  northward  as  far  as  he  can — if  possible,  to  the  Neuse.  I  will  get 
the  navy  to  patrol  Gape  Fear  river,  so  as  to  make  the  Wilmington  and  Goldsboro' 
road  safe.  Ton  must  judge  as  to  the  mode  and  manaer  of  coveriug  the  railroad 
from  Goldsboro'  to  Newbero. 

IhaveorderedGreneralFoster  to  dimioieh  his  garrison  of  Savannah,  Ohavleeton, 
and  Wilmington  to  the  minimum,  and  re-enforce  the  movement  fi'om  Uewbem 
on  Goldsboro'.  I  really  do  not  know  if  any  change  has  been  made  ia  the  com- 
mand on  the  seaboard  ;  but  whether  you  or  Foster  command,  I  want  the  foregoing 
policy  to  be  adopted.  If  I  fin'd  that  holding  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  Wil- 
mington cost  us  too  m;my  men,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  destroy  them,  and  US8 
the  garrisons  in  the  field.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  build  up  the  countiy  wlien 
war  is  over. 

Keep  your  command  well  concentrated,  on  the  defensive,  advancing  as  fast  as 
the  road  is  built ;  but  reach  Goldsboro',  if  poissible,  and  fortify. 

Hardee  crossed  here  with  a  force  represented  at  twenty  thousand,  but  I  don't 
see  the  signs  of  that  many ;  he  has  six  batteries  of  four  guns  each.  I  suppose 
Johnston  may  have  up  about  Gi-eensboro',  now  moving  to  Ealeigh,  ten  thousand, 
and  I  estimate  Hokes's  command  at  eight  thousand.  All  told,  he  may  concen- 
trate at  Kaleigh  forty  to  forty-five  thousand  men.  I  can  whip  that  number  with 
my  present  force,  and  with  yours  and  Terry's  added  we  cau  go  wherever  we 
can  live.  We  can  live  where  the  people  do,  and  if  anybody  has  to  eiiffisr  let 
them  suffer. 

Collect  all  the  forage  yoa  can  at  Newbem ;  also  provisions  and  clothing.  We 
will  need  an  immense  supply  of  clothing,  for  we  have  been  working  from  knee 
to  waist  deep  in  water  for  four  hundred  miles,  and  our  men  will  need  rselothing 
throughout. 
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Organize  ycur  command  into  divisions  of  about  five  tliousanrl  m^n  pach,  but 
don't  embrace  any  men  rightfully  belonging  to  the  oi-ganization''  now  with  me, 
hut  order  them  at  once  to  join  their  proper  biigades  and  division'*  on  oar  ari-ival 


We  have  had  bo  much  bad  weather  in  February  and  March  tint  I  hope  w 
nay  now  count  on  a  change  for  the  better. 
Hoping  to  meet  you  in  person  in  ten  days,  I  am  your  friend 

W.  T    SHER"\rA]Sr, 
iViiyor  Lrtneral  Cornmundiitg. 
Major  General  Schofield, 

Gommanding  at  Ncwbern,  North  Carolma. 


HEADliDARTEEfi  MlLJTARY  DiVISION  OF  THE  MtPSISSEPPf, 

In  thefidd,  Fayetteville,  N.  C  Sunday.  MarcJi  12,  1SG5. 

Dear  Sis  :  I  know  yon  will  he  pleased  to  hear  that  my  army  has  reached 
this  point  and  have  opened  communication  with  Wilmington.  A  tugboat  came 
up  this  morning  and  will  start  back  at  6  p.  m. 

I  have  written  a  letter  to  General  Grant,  the  aubatance  of  which  he  will  doubt- 
less commnnicate,  and  it  must  suffice  for  me  to  tel!  you  what  I  know  will  give 
yon  pleasure ;  that  I  have  done  all  I  proposed,  and  the  fruits  seem  to  me  ample 
for  the  time  employed.  Charleston,  Georgetoivn,  and  Wilmington  are  incidents, 
while  the  utter  demolition  of  the  railroad  system  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  ntte* 
destruction  of  the  enemy's  aisenals  of  Columbia,  Oheraw,  and  Fayetteville,  are 
the  principals  of  the  movement.  These  points  were  regarded  as  inaccessible  to 
us,  and  now  no  place  in  the  confederacy  is  safe  against  the  army  of  the  west. 
Let  Lee  hold  on  to  Richmond,  and  we  will  destroy  his  country  [  and  then  of  what 
use  is  Richmond  ?  He  must  come  out  and  fight  ua  on  open  ground,  and  for  that 
we  must  ever  be  ready.     Let  him  stick  behind  his  parapets  and  he  will  perish, 

I  remember  well  what  you  asked  me,  and  think  I  am  on  the  right  road,  though 
a,  long  one.  My  army  is  as  united  and  cheerful  as  ever,  and  as  full  of  confidence 
in  themselves  and  their  leaders  as  ever.  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  enu- 
merate what  we  have  done,  but  enclose  a  slip  just  handed  me,  which  is  but 
partial.*  At  Columbia  and  Cheraw  we  destroyed  nearly  all  the  gunpowder 
and  cartridges  the  confederacy  had  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

This  arsenal  is  ui  fine  order  and  much  enlarged.  I  cannot  leave  a  detachment 
to  hold  it,  and  therefore  ahall  bum  itj  blow  it  up  with  gunpowder,  and  then 
with  rams  knock  down  its  walla.  I  take  it  for  granted  tbo  United  States  will 
never  again  trust  Carolina  with  an  arsenal  to  appropriate  at  her  pleasure. 

Hoping  that  good  forture  may  still  attend  mj  army,  I  remain  your  servant, 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Seorelary  of  War. 


Ebadqcarters  Military  Divisio?j  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  FayelieoiUe,  N.  C,  Sii^iday,  March  "12,  1865. 
Sib  :  My  anny  is  here,  the  enemy  having  fled  eastward  across  the  river, 
burning  hia  bridge,  but  I  will  have  pontoons  down  to-day.     I  will  be  here  prob- 
ably till  Wednesday,  and  would  like  some  of  your  boats  to  come  up  for  effect, 

*43  Eune  at  Columbia ;  25  garm  at  Cheraw ;  17  guns  at  Payettevllle ;  total  85,  of  which 
fom-fitthB  aie  Geld  guns,  and  all  are  serviceable.  50  field  and  seig^  gun  carriages,  30  caia- 
BODB,  5  battery  wagons,  5  travelling  foi^s,— (Memorandum  of  General  Barry,  chief  of  atlil- 
lerj.) 
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and,  if  agreeable,  can  give  you  a  load  of  refugees  or  cotton,  at  pleasure.    I  would  . 
like  to  produce  the  effect  of  a  design  to  eutablieh  a  base,  wbieb,  of  course,  I  do 
not  propose  to  do.     Water  will  continue  bigb  some  time. 
Yours,  ti-uly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  General 
The  CoMMANDii\«  Officer  Gukuoat  Plket, 

Cajib  Fear  River. 


Hbaduuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ike  field,  FayettevUle,  N.  C,  Sunday,  March  12,  1866 — 5  p.  m. 
Ge\eral  :  I  have  this  moment  reeeiTed,  at  the  hands  of  the  two  officers  of 
the  navy  who  came  from  Wilmington  by  canoes  and  land,  your  cipher  deapatiib 
of  March  4.  I  am  marching  for  Goldsboi-o',  and  will  start  Wednesday.  I  wrote 
yoii  fully  to-day,  and  sendty  this  same  opportunity,  via  :  the  tug-boat  David- 
eon  that  came  from  Wilmington  last  night. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  ScHOFIELD, 

Newbern,  N.  C. 


Headuuarters  Militarv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Inthe field,  Fayettemlle,  N.  C,  Monday,  March  13,  1805. 
Gbnbbal  :  Colonel  Kerwln  reports  from  Elisabeth,  where  be  has  halted  his 
regiment,  having  deepatehed  two  officers  and  fifty  men  through  with  your  cipher 
despatch,  which  is  now  being  unravelled.  I  wish  you  would  send  a  boat  up 
to  Elizabeth  with  forage  and  rations  for  Colonel  Kerwin's  command,  and  order 
him  to  ferry  his  command  across,  and  to  pasb  to  the  railroad,  and  up  it  until  he 
encounters  me  about  Faison's.  Your  own  command  should  also  move  at  once 
up  towards  Goldsboro',  leaving  tlie  railroad  construction  pai'ty  to  follow,  as  the 
whole  country  south  of  Goidsboro',  between  the  Gape  Fear  river  and  the  sea, 
will  be  covered  by  our  armies.  Toumay  be  short  of  wagons.  If  you  can  manage 
to  reach  me  I  can  sapply  you  with,  say,  two  hundred  (200.)  I  will  have  enough 
wagons  for  General  Schofield  also.  I  want  to  concentrate  all  my  available  fore* ^ 
about  Go  1  deb  oro'  assoon  aa  possible.  The  single  roadfrom  Newbern  to  Uoldsboro' 
may  not  have  a  capacity  sufficient  for  mine,  and  yours,  and  General  Schofield':' 
armies,  and  I  wish  you  to  advise  General  Schofield  that  I  expect  him  to  g(;t 
boats,  as  quick  as  possible,  that  wOl  eaahle  us  to  use  the  Neuae  river  as  ausilliary, 
as  high  up  as  possible,  when  our  wagons  can  haul  forage  and  stores. 

I  have  with  me,  say,  three  thousand  (3,000)  wagons  and  near  forty  thousand 
(40,000)  animala,  about  sixty-Jive  thousand  (65,000)  fighting  men. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Tekry,  Commanding,  Wilmington. 

P.  S, — If  General  Schofield  wants  you  at  Newbern,  I  do  not  olnect  to  your 
re-enforcing  Iiim,  but  I  want  all  the  troops  not  absolutely  necessary  for  gari-iaons 
to  be  at  or  near  Goldshoro'  in  seven  (7)  days,  viz  :  by  Monday  or  Taesday  of 
next  week. 

SHERMAN,  M.  G. 

Hosted  oyGoOglc 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Inthe  Jield,  opposite  Fay etteviUe,  Tuesday,  March  14, 1865. 

Dear  General:  I  am  now  across  Cape  Fear  river  with  nearly  all  my  army 
save  a  division,  with  ovders  to  cross  at  daylight  to-morrow.  I  ehall  then  draw 
out  ten  miles  and  begin  my  manceuvreB  for  the  possession  of  Goldeboro',  which 
ia  all-important  for  our  fntnre  purposes. 

I  wae  in  Lopea  that  I  could  get  some  shoes  and  stockioga  at  Wilmington,  but 
the  tug  Davidson  has  returned  with  Brigadier  General  Dodge,  chief  quartermaster, 
with  word  that  there  is  no  clothing  there,  but  he  brings  us  some  forage,  sugar, 
and  coffee.  I  can  get  along  for  ten  days,  liavingforced  the  army  to  collect  plenty 
of  beef,  and  a  good  deal  of  corn-meal. 

I  shall  to-night  move  my  cavalry  (fljOOO)  straight  towards  Italeigli,  and  follow 
it  with  four  divisions  infantry,  withont  trains,  and  beep  the  trains  off  toward  the 
right  rear  I  will  hold  another  four  divisions  in  close  support,  and  move  toward 
Smithfield,  or  to  strike  the  railroad  half-way  between  Goldsboro'  and  Raleigh ; 
thea,  when  my  trains  are  well  across  towards  the  Neuse,  will  move  rapidly  to 
Bentonville,  and  afterwards,  at  leisure,  move  opposite  Goldsboro',  and  open  direct 
communication  with  General  Schofield,  who  is  ordered  to  push  against  Kinstoa 
aad  Goldsboro'.  I  may  cross  Neuse  about  Cox's  bridge,  and  move  into  Golds- 
boro', but  will  not  attempt  it  till  within  close  eommunicatioa  with  General  Scho- 
field. I  have  sent  fall  orders  to  Schofield.  It  will  not  do  to  build  any  determi- 
nate plan  from  there  until  I  am  in  iull  possession  of  Goldsboro'.  I  have  ordered 
Generals  Schofield  and  Terry  to  push  towards  Goldsboro'  as  hard  as  possible 
from  the  east  as  I  advance  fi-om  the  southwest.  ITie  enemy  is  superior  to  me 
in  cavalry,  but  I  can  beat  his  infantry,  man  for  man,  and  I  don't  think  he  can 
bring  forty  thousand  (40,000)  men  for  battle.  I  will  force  him  to  guai-d  Ealeigh 
until  I  have  interposed  between  it  and  Goldsboro'. 

Weather  ia  now  good,  but  threatens  rain.     We  are  all  well ;  keep  all  parts 
busy,  aud  I  will  give  the  eacmy  no  rest. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Ge»e7-al. 

Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Gkant, 

City  Paint. 


Headuuahters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
la  the  Jield,  opposite  .Fayetteville,  Tuesday,  March  14,  1865. 

Uenehal;  Quartermaster  General  Dodge  is  now  with  me,  and  I  have  ex- 
plaiiied  many  things  to  him.  I  want  your  nine  thousand  (9,000)  infantry  up 
at  Goldsboi-o'  as  soon  as  possible.  I  be^n  my  movement  to-morrow,  and  tf 
the  weather  is  at  al!  favorable  will  be  opposite  Gflld»bo«>'  in  five  days.  I  think 
your  beat  plan  is  to  move  np  as  light  as  possible  by  the  best  road.  When  you 
effect  a  juQctioa  I  can  supply  you  two  hundred  (200)  wagons,  "Until  we  get 
Goldsboro'  reduced  to  possession,  and  its  railroads  down,  we  will  not  have 
much  marching.  General  Schofield  should  push  his  railroad  from  Newbem, 
and  your  branch  should  be  kept  moving  as  fast  as  possible.  Colonel  Wright 
has  but  a  limited  force,  but  I  will  write  to  Geaeial  Schofield  to  send  some  of 
Colonel  Wright's  foremen,  and  also  one  or  two  regiments  of  negro  troops,  as 
laborers.  As  I  approach  the  road  the  enemy  will  doubtless  remove  as  much  of 
the  iron  aa  he  can. 

I  have  asked  Captain  Young,  of  the  navy,  to  keep  up^an  active  movement 
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along  Capo  Fear  river,  to  make  Joe  Johnston  believe  I  have  re-aupphed  my 
wagons,  and  can  stand  a  thirty  days'  campaign. 

I  shall  feign  strong  on  Ealeigh,  but  actudly  approach  Goldsboro',  and  will 
not  attempt  Cfoldshoro'  until  I  have  Kinston  and  the  railroad  bridge  6 


the  Neuse,  so  that  I  can  draw  Bappliee  from  NewberB,  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  Nense;  that  oneo  done,  I  think  I  can  get  Goldsboro'  quick.  I  may  do  so, 
however,  at  once,  according;  to  appearances  as  I  approach  me  place. 


I  am  much  obliged  for  the  supplies,  bat  would  suggest  that  yon  estimate  to 
keep  on  hand  always  a  million  of  rations,  independent  of  your  own  wants.  I 
feel  confident  that  G-enerala  Eastoa  and  Beckwith  have  full  supplies  for  me 
about  Newbern. 

I  am  trdy  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Majnv  General  Terry, 

Commandwg,  (fc.,  Wilmin-giftn. 


HGADCtDABTEHS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Tn  the  field,,  opposite  Fayetleville,  Tuesday,  Marcli  14,  1P65. 

GisXEBAl:  I  am  now  across  Cape  Fear  river,  aad  to-morrow  shall  draw  out 
ten  miles,  and  nest  day,  if  weather  is  favorable,  will  begin  to  manceuvre  on 
Goldsboro'.  I  shall  feign  stroag  on  Saleigh  by  approaching,  and  it  may  be 
striking  the  railroad  ball  way  between  Goldsboro'  and  Raleigh;  then,  as  soon 
KS  the  wagons  are  well  towards  Faison's,  will  swing  rapidly  in  front  of  Golds- 
boro', but  will  not  cross  the  Neuse  till  I  bear  from  yon.  Ton  must  push  vigor- 
ously towards  Kinston  and  Goldsboro',  with  the  absolute  certainty  that  I  will 
engage  the  attention  of  Joe  Johnston's  ai'my  to  the  west  and  southwest  of 
Goldsboro'.  Let  the  railroad  construction  party  push  their  work  at  least  as  far 
Kinstoa.  I  want  you  to  draw  up  Terry's  force  also,  either  by  water  or  by  a 
land  march ;  the  latter  will  be  best.  On  making  a  junction  I  can  spare  Terry 
two  hundred,  and  you  three  hundred  wagons.  I  think  we  have  transportation 
enough  for  a  hundred  thousand  men.  Be  sure  to  accumu!ate  food  for  my  army, 
and  especially  clothing.  Tell  General  Easton  we  will  need  at  least  one  hundred 
thousand  (100,000)  suits  of  elotliing.  Our  animals  are  in  good  condition,  and 
have  been  accustomed  to  a  full  ration  of  fodder,  They  will  wail  piteously  if 
put  on  a  mere  grain  ration.  If  not  delayed  mach  at  Goldsboro'  we  can  soon 
gain  a  good  fodder  country. 

¥ou  must  now  push  as  boldly  as  possible  straight  on  Goldsboro',  and  I  will 
do  the  same.  Joe  Johnston  may  try  to  interpose,  in  which  case  we  must  strike 
him  as  near  at  the  same  time  as  possible.  If  he  crosses  the  Nense  to  the  south 
you  must  do  the  same,  but  I  think  he  will  await  me  at  Groldsboro'  and  Raleigh, 
tnd  I  hope  at  both.  Consolidate  your  command  at  once  into  an  anny,  the  centre 
of  this.  General  Howard  has  the  right  wing.  General  Slocnm  the  left.  You 
can  have  Terry's  troops,  but  1  want  the  detachments  that  belong  to  this  arniy 
to  join  their  respective  brigades  as  quick  as  possible.  I  understand  that  Meagher's 
division  is  composed  wholly  of  detachments  that  belong  to  the  coips  now  with 
me,  vizi  15th,  17th,  14th,  and  SOth.  I  will  want  to  give  Kdpatiick  as  much 
cavalry  as  possible,  as  he  baa  a  heavy  load  to  carry.  He  has  tu  look  out  for 
Hampton,  "Wheeler,  and  Butler,  all  accounted  as  first-class  men. 

I  take  it  for  granted  Joe  Johnston  now  has  8.  D.  Lee's  corps,  foui  thousand, 
(4,000;)  Cheatham's,  five  thousand,  (5,000;)  Hoke's,  eight  thouBand,  (8,000;) 
Hardee's,  ten  thousand,  (10,000 ;)  and  detachments,  about  ten  thousand,  (10,000;) 
making  thirty-seven  thousand  (37,000,)  with  near  eight  thousand  (8,000)  eavaliy. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


EEPOET  OF  MAJOR  GEKERAL  SHERMAN.         351 

Onr  duty  ia  to  effect  a  junction  south  of  (be  Neuae ;  but  if  yon  can  get  Kineton 
wbilst  Joe  Jobnaton  is  engaged  with  me,  do  so,  aad  puab  on  towards  Golds- 
boro'.     I  will  attack  the  Ealeigh  road. 

Get  your  supplies  as  far  forward  aa  possible,  that  I  may  quickly  repleoish. 


n  yours,  truly. 


JJajnr  General  8chofieli>, 


W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  CommandiTig. 


Headquartrrs  MiMTAitY  DivrsioN  OP  THS  Mississippi, 
In  tilt  field,  opposite  Fayetteville,  March  14,  1S65 — 7  p.  m. 

Gbnhral  :  I  think  I  have  studied  the  problem  of  the  next  move,  and  will 
give  you  in  confidence  its  analysis. 

We  must  make  a  strong  feint  on  Raleigh,  and  strike  with  cavalry,  if  possible, 
the  railroad  near  Smithfield.  I  take  it  for  granted  the  bridge  will  be  too  strongly 
guarded  for  General  Kilpatrick  to  aurpriae,  and  therefore  I  will  leave  him  to  dia- 
able  that  road,  of  course  only  partially,  between  the  Neuse  and  Eureka.  To 
this  end  the  cavalry  will  move  to-night  across  the  bridge,  beginning  at  3  a.  m., 
and  will  push  to-morrow  up  the  plank  road  to  about  Averysboro' ;  General  91o- 
cnm  following  up  with  four  disencumbered  divisions  to  near  the  forks  of  the  road, 
moving  hia  trains  by  a  cross-road  towards  Bentonville.  The  nest  move  will  be 
the  cavalry  to  "  Elevation,"  and  General  Slocum  will  cross  Black  river.  The 
next  move  will  bring  Gf;neral  Slocum  to  Bentonville,  and  Kilpatrick,  supported 
by  a  division  of  infantry,  will  make  a  dash  for  ibe  raih'oad.  This  is  as  far  aa  I 
will  now  determine. 

I  want  you  to  be  aa  near  in  support  aa  possible.  I  do  think  it  is  Johuaton'a 
only  chance  to  meet  thia  axmy  before  an  eaay  jauction  can  be  effected  with  Gen- 
eral Scbofield. 

I  wonld  like  you  to  have  four  (4)  diviaioaa  free  to  move  rapidly  to  the  sound 
of  battle  in  the  direetiou  of  Mingo  creek  and  Elevation,  and  at  any  event  to 
make  a  jnnction  by  head  of  column  with  General  Slocum  at  Bentonville.  The 
weather  looka  bad,  and  I  fear  we  may  have  swampa  about  Sonth  river.  I  think 
it  would  be  well  for  you  to  have  four  divisions  to  get  ahead  of  General  Slo- 
cum'a  trains  on  the  direct  road  from  Eayetteville  to  Bentonville,  and  keeping 
ahead  of  him  about  five  or  six  miles,  so  aa,  in  caae  of  action,  to  come  up  on  bis 
"  right."  I  will  keep  near  General  Slocum,  and  wish  you  to  keep  me  tkoroughly 
advised  of  the  position  of  your  troops  and  trains,  and,  instead  of  aiming  towai'ds 
Eaisou's,  rather  look  towards  Dead  Field  and  Everettsville. 

I  think  Colonel  Garber  can  give  you  another  boat,  ia  which  case  yon  bad  bet- 
ter send  down  another  load  of  prisoners  of  war.  Do  not  f^l  to  clear  your  col- 
umns of  the  dead-weights,  by  sending  them,  via  Clinton,  to  Wilmington. 

I  do  not  expect  your  beads  of  columns  to  be  more  Ihan  ten  miles  distant  from 
Fayetteville  to-morrow  night,  but  it  would  be  well  fur  a  brigade  to  secure  the 
bridge  across  South  river  if  not  already  done. 

Generals  Sehofield  and  Terry  ai'o  now  fully  advised  of  our  whereabouts,  and 
have  my  ordera.     Their  movements  wil!  directly  co-operate  with  ours,  and  I 
propose  to  make  an  actual  junction  before  crossing  the  Neuse,  unless  events  and 
weather  favor  a  different  coTirse. 
Toura,  traly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

CmimandAng  Right  Wing. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Irt  the  field,  opposite  Fayetlet-ille,  N.  C,  March  14,  1865. 
Genbral:  I  have  notified  Generat  Howavd  tb at  to-morrow  night  your  head 
of  column  would  be  near  the  crossroads,  above  Kyle's  landing ;  the  next  day 
acroHB  Black  river,  near  Mingo  ;  and  third  day  near  Bentonville,  and  have  in- 
structed him  to  have  four  (4)  divisions  in  easy  support,  and  a  little  in  advance  of 
you,  say,  five  or  six  milea,  so  that  on  receiving  orders  or  hearing  battle  he  may 
come  promptly  up  on  your  right. 

I  think  Colonel  Garber  can  promise  you  another  boat,  in  which  case  it  would 
be  well  to  send  to  Wilmington  your  piisoiiers  of  war.  You  might  leave  them 
to-morrow  where  the  gunboat  lies,  two  (3)  miles  below  General  Howard's  bridge, 
and  the  guard,  if  unable  to  overtake  you  the  day  jtfter  to-morrow,  could  follow 
direct  to  Bentonville.  I  want  the  three  first  marches  to  he  made  with  prudence 
and  deliberation.  I  am  willing  to  accept  battle  with  Johnston's  concentrated 
force,  but  would  not  attack  him  in  position  until  I  mako  junction  with  General 
Sehofitld. 

I  am  truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERBIAS", 
Mojor  Gamra!,  Commanding. 
Major  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Lcfi  Wing. 


Hr.ADiHUARTF.RS  MiLlTARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  IS  miles  from  Fayetteville,  N.  C, 

(m  Raiei^h  road,  March  15,  1865. 

General  :  I  got  a  iile  of  northern  papers  yesterday  from  Wilmington,  ia 
which  I  observe  you  are  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  South.  I  have 
had  no  official  communication  from  the  War  Department  or  General  Grant  since 
my  departure  from  Savannah,  and  am  compelled  to  pickup  information  the  best 
way  I  can.  I  wrote  to  General  Foster  from  Fayett«vi!le,  supposing  him  to  be 
in  command  of  the  department,  and  hope  you  got  the  letter,  and  it  is  a  fear  its 
contents  may  not  reach  you  promptly  which  induces  me  to  write  this. 

Wlien  at  Columbia  1  had  the  railroad  broken  down  to  Kingsville  and  the 
Watei-ee  bridge ;  subsequently  from  Cheraw  I  aimed  to  strike  Florence,  but  sent 
too  weak  a  party,  but  the  enemy  himself  has  destroyed  the  Pcdee  bridge,  and 
lias  on  the  railroad  at  Sumtei-ville  and  between  it  and  Florence  a  vast  amount 
of  rolling  sfook,  the  destruction  of  which  is  all  important,  and  it  should  be  done 
before  any  recEurs  can  be  made  whereby  they  can  be  removed.  I  want  it  done 
at  once,  and  leave  you  to  devise  the  way.  I  think  twenty-five  hundred  (2,500) 
men  lightly  equipped,  with  pack  mules  only,  could  reach  the  road  either  from 
Georgetown  or  the  Santee  bridge.  I  think  also  that  you  can  easily  make  up 
that  force  from  Charleston  and  Savannah.  As  to  the  garrisons  of  those  places 
I  don't  feel  disposed  to  be  over-generous,  and  should  not  hesitate  to  bum  Sa- 
vannali,  Charleston  and  Wilmiugton,  or  either  of  them,  if  the  garrisons  were 
needed.  Savannah  and  Wilmington  are  the  only  reaUy  useful  porta,  because  of 
their  inland  rivers.  Still,  I  suppose  you  can  always  get  gan-isone  of  sick,  dis- 
abled, or  indifferent  troops.  All  real  good  soldiers  must  now  be  marching.  Do 
not  let  your  command  rest  on  its  oars,  but  keep  them  going  all  the  time,  even  if 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  exhaust  the  enemy's  country  or  compel  him  to  de- 
fend it.  The  simple  fact  that  a  man's  home  has  been  visited  by  an  enemy  makes 
a  soldier  in  Lee's  and  Johnston's  army  very  anxious  to  get  home  to  look  after 
his  family  and  property.  But  the  expedition  I  have  indicated  to  Sumterville 
and  Florence  has  even  higher  aims.  Those  cars  and  locomotives  should  be  de- 
stroyed, if  to  do  it  cost  you  five  handred  (500)  men.    I  know  you  can  get  thero 
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all  tlie  bacon,  beef,  meat,  &c.,  your  command  may  want,  and  a  good  deal  of  corii- 
meal.  The  men  could  march  without  knapsacks,  with  a  single  blanket,  and  carry 
eight  (8)  days'  provisions,  which,  with  what  is  in  the  country,  will  feed  your 
command  two  weeks.  Let  it  be  done  at  once,  aad  select  your  owa  point  of  de- 
parture. After  destroying  those  cars  and  engines,  (not  merely  damaging  them, 
but  an  absolute  destruction  of  boilers,  steam  chambers,  connecting  rods,  flanges, 
&c.,  &c.,  powder  can  be  used  to  good  advantage  in  blowing  up  boilers  and  en- 
gines, but  we  use  cold-chisels  and  crowbars,)  you  may  reduce  your  garrisons  to 
the  minimum  and  send  every  man  to  Newbern  and  Goldsboro'.  I  want  to  col- 
lect an  army  that  can  whip  Lee  in  open  fight  if  he  lets  go  Kichmoad,  which  I 
think  he  will  soon  be  forced  to  do. 
Youra,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
^  Major  General  Commandmg. 

Major  General  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Charleston,  S.  C 


HEADQrARTEHS   MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Kyle's  Landing,  N.  C,  March  16,  1865—2  a.  m. 
G-E\"KRAL  :  Youra  is  just  received  ;  your  orders  are  all  right.  I  fear  the  pres- 
ent rain  will  make  the  rdads  utterly  impracticable.  Hardee'a  whole  force  is  in 
our  fi:ont,  near  the  forks  of  the  road,  and  I  have  ordered  General  Slocam  to  go 
at  hira  in  the  morning  in  good  shape,  but  vigoroualy,  and  pueb  him  beyond 
Averysboro'.  General  Kilpatiick  is  ahead,  acroae  the  branch  marked  Taylor's 
Hole  creek,  about  two  miles  this  side  the  forks. 

Your  courier  brings  me  good  news  from  Generals  Schofield  aad  TeiTy.  Gen- 
eral Schofield  reports  he  whipped  Bragg  handsomely  at  Kiuston,  and  under- 
takes to  have  supplies  for  us  there,  and  probably  further  along.  General  Terry 
Bays  he  can  reach  Faiaon's  with  his  9,000  men  by  Smiday  or  Monday,  and  that 
the  rest  of  General  Schofield's  troopa  that  had  left  Wilmington  had  made  junc- 
tion with  General  Schofield  at  Kinston.  Also  that  General  Sheridan  is  coming 
to  U3  by  land  with  8,000  cavalry.  So  all  is  working  well  around  us,  aud  we 
must  not  scatter,  but  aim  to  converge  about  Bentonville,  and  afterwarda  Golds- 
boro'. The  rain  is  as  bad  for  our  opponents  aa  for  ua,  and  I  doubt  if  they  have 
as. good  supplies  or  transportation  aa  we. 

■  General  Terry  has  sent  up  3,900  pairs  of  shoes,  and  2,400  pairs  of  pants. 
Divide  them  with  General  Slocam. 

We  took  Colonel  Alfred  Khett,  of  Fort  Sumter,  prisoner  yesterday.     He  was 
commanding  a  brigade  in  Hardee's  troopa  ahead,  aad  from,  drop  espressious  I 
think  Hardee  will  try  and  fight  us  at  the  crossroads. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Covimanding. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Com/manding  Right  Wing. 


nEADaUARTERS  MlLITAtlY  DIVISION  OP   THE  MlRSISSlI'PI, 

In  the  field,  13  miles  on  the  Raleigh  Road,  out  of 

FayettevUle,  March  16,  1865—2  a.  m. 
General  :  Thank  you  kindly  for  the  shoes  and  pants,  and  still  more  for  the 
certain  knowledge  that  General  Schofield  is  in  possession  of  Kinston.    That 
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is  of  great  importance ;  for  tbence  to  Golclaboro'  tliere  are  no  bridges.     I  will,  iq 
coaaequPiice,  move  straight  oh  Goldsboro'. 

It  is  BOW  raining  hard,  and  the  bottom  Las  fallen  out,  and  we  will  bave  to 
corduroy  every  foot  of  tbe  way.  Hai-dee  is  ahead  of  me  and  shows  fight,  I 
mil  go  at  him  in  the  morning  with  four  divisions,  and  push  him  as  far  as  Averya- 
boro'  before  turning  towards  Beiitonvillo  and  Cox's  bridge.  My  extreme  right 
will  aim  for  Everettsville  and  TaiBoa's.  I  am  delighted  that  General  Sheridan 
is  slashing  away  with  his  column  of  cavalry.  He  will  be  a  disturbing  element 
in  the  grand  and  beautiful  game  of  war,  andif  hereaoheame  I'll  make  all  North 
Carolina  howl.  I  will  mate  him  a  deed  of  gift  of  every  horse  in  the  State,  to 
be  settled  for  at  tbe  day  of  jttdgnSent.  I  cannot,  of  course,  reach  General  Sheri- 
dan with  any  suggestions,  but  he  should  march  for  Danville,  Greensboro'  and 
Ealeigb,  or  rather  near  those  points,  malting  some  detours  to  mislead. 

Tell  General  Dodge  to  keep  boats  running  up  Cape  Fear,  until  he  knows  I  am 
at  my  new  base.  This  rain,  so  damaging  to  my  land  tranaportation,  is  a  good  thing 
for  the  liver,  which  had  fallen  very  much.  He  can  use  the  rebel  captured  boats, 
which  if  lost  are  of  no  account.  Each  of  these  boats  should  be  supplied  a  good 
barge,  that  can  hold  all  the  crew,  in  case  the  boat  is  caught  by  a  fall  in  the 
river;  Oaptain  Young  agreed  to  keep  his  gunboats  running  busy,  and  as  high 
up  33  possible.  I  want  to  keep  up  the  impression  that  I  am  using  the  Gape 
Fear  river  for  supplies,  for  our  foolish  northern  journals  have  pablished  the  fact 
that  I  am  aiming  for  Newbern,  a  fact  that  I  had  concealed  from  everybody  not 
necessarily  in  my  confidence.  These  fellows  discovered  it  by  the  course  taken 
by  the  supply  boats  from  Port  Royal. 

Hoping  to  meet  you  soon,  I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Tbbkv,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

P.  S. — We  took  some  prisoners  to-day,  among  them  Colonel  Alfred  Eliett,  of 
Fort  Sumter,  who  coininnuda  a  brigade'in  Hardee's  array. 


HEAI^dOAETEGS  MiLITAEY  DIVISION  OF  THR  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thf.  field,  18  miles  N.  E.  Fayetteville,  March  17,  1865—7  a.  m. 

Genrral  :  General  Slocum  found  the  enemy  covering  tbe  narrow  neck  from 
Taylor's  Hole  creek  up  to  the  Gold sboro' road.  He  drove  them  from  two  successive 
positions,  taking  three  guns,  some  prisoners,  wounded,  but  losing  himself 
pretty  severely — I  think  as  many  as  300  iu  all;  but  the  enemy  lost  heavily 
also,  from  appearances.  At  night  the  enemy  BtiJl  held  the  forks,  but  it  is  just  re- 
ported that  he  is  gone — I  suppose  cp  to  Averyeboro',  where  the  Raleigh  and 
Smithfield  roads  fork.  Tour  scout  ]5«ncan  is  just  in,  having  escaped  from  Mc- 
Law's  guard,  he  thinks  about  twelve  miles  out  on  the  Smithfield  road.  So 
Hardee  is  retreating  on  Smithfield. 

General  Slocnm  will  feel  out  towards  Averysboro',  but  move  his  column  on 
the  Goldsboro'  road,  which  is  that  which  crosses  Black  and  Mingo  creeks,  just 
ahead  of  where  we  are.  Our  true  tactics  would  be  to  push  all  our  columns  to 
Smithfield,  but  I  will  only  follow  Hardee  far  enough  to  give  him  impulse,  when 
we  must  resume  oiir  coui-se. 

1  want  you  to-day  to  get  to  where  the  Goldsboro'  road  crosses  Mingo,  and  have 
that  bridge  well  repaired.  Tou  need  uot  come  on  to  General  Slocum,  unless 
you  hear  him  engaged.  We  might  cut  his  column  at  Elevation,  bat  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  think  of  that  to-night. 

General  Blair  is  getting  too  far  off;  better  draw  him  and  all  your  trains  to 
wards  Troiiblefield's  atore. 
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Weather  having  cleared  off,  we  may  count  on  better  roads. 
Have  a  road  for  your  column  reconnoitred  from  Mingo   bridge  to    that 
point  north  of  Troubiefield's  where  three  roads  meet. 

I  expect  to  bo  to-night  somewhere  between  the  Black  river  and  Mingo  bridge. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Eight  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  tub  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  March  17,  1865. 

General  r  The  cBemy  ia  gone  from  o«r  front,  ard  I  take  it  he  is  up  at  the 
forka  of  the  Raleigh  and  Smith'field  roads — Averysboro'. 

General  Siocum  will  feel  up  that  road,  but  be  prepared  to,  use  the  Goldsboro' 
road  which  crosses  Black  and  Mingo.  I  have  ordered  General  Howard  to  be  at 
Mingo  to-night,  but  I  want  your  cavalry  on  the  road  which  leads  from  Black 
river  bridge  towards  Elevation.  Captain  Duncan,  of  General  Howard's  scouts, 
is  here,  having  escaped.  He  reports  Hardee  and  Wheeler  ahead  of  us,  on  the 
Smithfield  road.  Wade  Hampton  and  Butler  are  off  in  front  of  General 
Howard. 


You   can  forage  from  the  Goldsboro' 

road  northward,  between  Bk 

[ingo. 

Yours  truly, 

Major  General  Kilpatrick, 

Blatk  Kiver  Mill. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
L'lajor  General  Gonim,am 

HEADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  tJie  field.  Gamp  between  N.  river  and  Mingo  creek,  March  17,  1865. 

General  :  North  river^had  to  be  bridged  and  has  delayed  us  to-day.  Gen. 
era!  Davis  is  on  the  Mingo,  and  Williams  on  North  river.  General  JKilpatrick 
is  up  the  road  in  the  direction  of  Elevation.  We  still  threaten  Smithfield,  but 
to-morrow  will  move  rapidly  towards  Cox's  bridge  and  Goldsboro'.  If  the 
enemy  fail  to  fight  for  Goldsboro',  of  course  we  go  right  in — General  Sloeum 
by  Cox's  bridge,  and  you  by  the  south,  as  General  Schofield  comes  from  the 
east,  (Kinatoa.)  But  if  the  enemy  oppose,  I  propose  to  throw  our  empty 
wagons  down  to  Kiaston  for  forage  and  supplies,  whilst  we  proceed  to  reduce 
Goldsboro',  To  this  eud  General  Siocum  will  break  the  railroad  west  of  Cos's 
bridge,  and  you  will  cross  the  Neuse  in  front,  as  Greneral  Schofield  comes  from  the 
east,  and  swings  against  the  railroad  north  of  the  town.  I  doubt  if  there  be 
any  fortifications  at  Goldsboro'  capable  of  holding  aoytliing  more  than  a  rail- 
road guard. 

I  have  examined  your  order  and  it  will  do,  only  get  on  a  right-hand  road  as 
soon  as  possible,  that  you  may  not  delay  General  Slocum's  troops,  who  will 
necessarily  all  be  forced  on  the  one  road.  Try  and  keep  around  the  head  of 
Falling  Water  creek,  viz.,  to  the  south.  I  will  push  General  Siocum  to-mor- 
row and  next  day,  and  think  by  day  after  to-morrow  we  will  be  in  position, 
viz.,  you  directly  ia  front  of  Goldsboro',  and  General  Sloeum  at  Cox's  bridge. 

At  the  time  I  sent  Colonel  Ewing  to  you  yesterday,  the  enemy  had  bi-ought 
General  Siocum  up  all  standing,  and  it  was  on  the  theojy  that  he  would  hold 
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General  Slocum  there  that  I  wanted  you  ^t  Mingo  bridge.  But  the  enemy  re- 
treated in  the  night  on  Smithfield,  and. we  ai'e  again  on  the  maich  feigoitig  to 
the  left,  but  moving  trains  and  troopa  as  rapidly  aa  the  roads  *dmit  on  Golds 
boro'.     You  may  do  the  same. 

The  enemy  yesterday  had  a  strong  intrenched  line  in  front  of  the  croas 
roads,  and  had  posted  the  Oharleatott  brigade  about  J  mile  in  fiont  alio  lu 
trenched.  The  20th  corps  struck  tlie  first  line,  turned  it  handsomely  and  used 
the  Charleston  brigade  up  completely,  killing  about  40,  and  gathenng  about  35 
wounded  and  a  hundred  well  prisoners,  capturing  three  (3)  guaa,hut  on  advanc- 
ing further  encountered  the  larger  line,  which  they  did  not  carry,  hut  it  was 
abandoned  at  night. 

This  morning  a  division  of  Williams's  followed  as  far  as  Averysboro',  whilst 
the  rest  turned  to  the  right,  as  I  have  heretofore  stated.  General  Slocum  lost 
in  killed  and  wounded  about  300.  He  is  somewhat  lieavily  burdened  by  his 
wouoded,  which  must  be  hauled.  We  left  the  confederate  wounded  in  a  house 
by  the  road-aide. 

The  route  of  retreat  of  the  enemy  shows  signs  of  considerable  panic,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  he  got  decidedly  the  worst  of  it. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 

Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Eight  Wing. 


HKADaL'AKTRRS  Military  Division!  of  thr  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  27  miles  from  Goldsboro',  N.  C,  March  IS,  1865. 

General:  The  14tli  coi-pa  is  here,  but  the  20th is  well  back.  It  started 
rota  Averysboro'  and  North  river,  with  General  Kilpatrick  to  the  north  of  the 
road.  We  heard  aome  musketry  and  artillery  in  tliat  direction,  but  Colonel 
Poe  left  Mingo  ci'cek,  which  he  bridged,  at  11  a.  m.,  at  which  time  the  20th 
corps  was  a  half  a  mile  behind, 

We  cannot  get  any  further  to-day.  General  Davis  may  go  a  couple  of  miles 
further  to  the  forka  of  the  road.  I  think  this  road,  the  Aveiyshoro'  and  Golds- 
boro' road,  will  lead  to  Cox's  bridge,  though  it  is  repr^ented  as  passing  three 
(3)  miles  south  of  Bentonville. 

Get  on  to  the  light-hand  road,  so  that  General  Geaiy  and  his  trains  may  take 
that  to  Goldsboro',  via  Cox's  bridge, 

I  think  the  enemy  is  concentrated  about  Smithfield,  and  I  cannot  make  out 
whether  Goldsboro'  is  held  in  force  or  not.  I  think  it  probable  that  Joe  John- 
ston will  try  to  preveat  our  getting  Goldaboro'. 

We  find  a,  good  deal  of  forage  to-day,  but  the  roads  still  cut  deep.  I  hope 
the  sun  will  dry  them  up  good. 

Our  map  is  evidently  faulty.  Can't  yoa  send  me  to-night  a  sketch  of  the 
country  towai-ds  Dead  Fielda,  E-v  eietts^  ille  and  Faison'st  I  fear  General 
Slocum  will  be  jammed  with  all  his  tiains  m  a  narrow  space,  but  at  the  same 
time  I  don't  want  to  push  you  too  far  till  this  flank  is  better  covered  hy  the 
Neuae.  General  Slocum  is  hack  with  the  20th  corps,  and  as  soon  as  I  hear 
from  him  I  will  send  over  to  you 

General  Morgan's  division  found  a  couple  of  Hampton's  regiments  here,  but 
they  cleared  out  towards  the  north  as  soon  aii  he  deployed  skirmishers. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c.. 


Major  General  0.  0.  Howar 
Commandini 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


0.  Google 
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HEAimUAUTERS  MILITARY  DlVlSIOX  OF  THE  MlSSiRSIPPI, 

Iv,  the  field,  March  15,  1865. 

General  r  General  Slociira  is  up,  Tlie  fii-mg  you  heard  was  General  Kil- 
patrick,  who  found  parties  picketing  the  roada  to  the  north.  He  reports  Har- 
dee retreating  on  Smithfield  and  Joe  Johnston  collecting  his.  old  Georgia  atmy 
this  side  of  Ealeigh.  "I  know  that  he  will  call  in  all  minor  poets,  which  em- 
hraces  Goldsboi-o'.  Ton  may,  therefore,  move  straight  for  Goldshoro',  leaving 
General  Sloeum  the  river  road,  and,  if  possible,  the  one  from  Lee's  store  toward 
Falling  Waters.  Make  a  break  into  Goldshoro'  from  the  south,  and  let  your 
sco«t8  strike  out  for  General  Schofield,  at  Easton,  thongh  1  hope  to  meet  him. 
at  Gold  shore'. 

Our  roads  are  very  bad,  but  I  think  the  14th  corps  will  be  at  Cox's  bridge 
to-morrow  night,  and  will  aim  to  strike  the  i-ailroad  to  the  northwest  of  Golds- 
horo'.     If  any  change  occurs  I  will  notify  you  to-night. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 


Major  General  Howard,  Present. 


Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
Hl5  AD  QUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

■  In  the  field,  10  rniles  southwest  of  ,Goldsboro\ 

Sunday,  March  19,  186S— 2  p.  m. 
Major  General  Schofield,  Kinston  : 

To-night  my  left  wing  will  be  at  Cox's  bridge,  and  my  right  wing  within  10, 
miles  of  Goldsboro'.  To-morrow  we  will  cross  the  Neiise  river  at  Cox's  bridge 
and  be  near  Goldsboro',  to  prevent  the  enemy  reoccupying  Goldsboro'  in  force. 
The  scout  Pike  has  arrived  with  your  despatch  of  the  17th,  Continue  to 
extend  the  road  as  fast  as  possible,  and  I  expect  yon  to  move  towards  Golds- 
horo',  even  if  it  be  nnuecessary,  as  I  don't  want  to  lose  men  in  a  direct  attack, 
when  it  can  be  avoided. 

Don't  depend  altogether  oo  your  depot,  but  collect  forage  and  provisions  of 
the  people.  Tell  Generals  Easton  and  Eeckwith  to  estimate  for  one  hundred 
thousand  men.     I  must  give  my  men  and  animals  some  rest. 

We  whipped  Hardee  easily  about  Avcrysboro',  All  retreated  on  Smithfield 
and  Ealeigh. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippr, 

In  the  field,  March  19,  1865—5  p.  m. 
General  Schofield  ; 

Since  making  my  despatch  to-day,  General  Sloenm  reports  the  enemy  in 
force  between  him  and  Cox's  bridge;  thinks  it  is  the  main  army  of  the  enemy. 
I  can  hardly  suppose  the  enemy  will  attempt  to  fight  us  this  side  the  Neuse, 
but  will  direct  all  my  columns  ou  Cox's  bridge  to-morrow.  You  mnst  secure 
Goldsboro'  and  tbrtiiy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Headqitartebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field.  Falling  Ct-eek  Church,  March  19,  1865—2  p.  m. 
General  :  General  Howard,  with  one  division,  ia  now  at  this  point,  which  is 
just  three  milea  south  of  Cox's  hridge  and  ten  from  Gfoldsboro'.  A  scout  ia  just 
in  from  General  Schofield,  who  writes  that  he  will  leave  Kinston  for  Gotds- 
boi'o'  to-day  or  to-morrow.  I  have  sent  him  a  couiier  with  orders  to  march 
straight  for  Goldsboro'.  General  Howard's  four  (4)  divisions  are  strung  out,  but 
he  will  push  tbem  through  to-night.  We  occupy  a  position  dangerous  to  the 
enemy,  if  he  thinka  he  is  in  front  of  the  whole  army.  You  may  strengthen 
youi  posidon,  hut  feel  the  enemy  all  night.  If  he  is  there  at  daylight,  we  will 
move  straight  for  Cox's  bridge,  and  then  turn  towaida  you.  I  think  you  will 
find  him  gone  in  the  morning.  General  Howard  has  seat  a  regiment  to  Ooz'a 
bridge.  It  has  not  reported  yet.  He  has  the  bridge  across  Falling  creek,  two 
miles  east  of  this,  towards  Goldsboro',  and  has  also  some  mounted  men  opposite 
Goldsboio',  where  they  find  a  t&te  de  pout  occupied  by  the  enemy.  General 
Eiair  is  about  five  miles  south  of  this  with  the  trains. 

I  will  order  General  Eilpatrick  to  remain  with  you.  Get  up  your  trains  be- 
tween Lee's  store  and  your  camp,  and  keep  the  enemy  busy  until  we  can  get 
up  the  4th  division  of  the  ISth  corps. 

If  you  hear  firing  to  your  front,  not  explained  by  your  own  acts,  you  must 
assault  or  tuin  the  enemy,  for  it  will  not  do  to  let  him  fight  us  separately. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  Si.ocum,  , 

Commanding  Lejl  Wing. 

P.  S. — Your  note  of  2  p.  m.  ia  just  received.  General  Howard's  regiment 
drove  the  picket  from  the  crossroads,  one  mile  this  aide  of  Cox's  bridge;  that 
will  disturb  the  force  to  your  front.  General  Howard  can  better  help  you  from 
this  c[uarter  than  by  returning  by  Lee's  store. 

SHERMAN. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Falling  Creek  Church,  March  19,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 
General  ;  Your  report  of  to-day  is  received.     General  Slocum  thinka  the 
whole  rebel  army  ia  to  his  front.     I  cannot  think  Johnston  would  fight  us  with 
the  Neuse  to  his  rear.'    You  may  remain  with  General  Slocum  until  further 
orders,  or  until  the  two  wings  come  together. 

If  that  force  remain  in  Genera!  Slocum's  front  to-morrow,  I  wiU  move  straight 


Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
General  Kilfatrtck:, 

Commajiding  Cavalry. 


IlEADtiaAETERS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  March  20,  1865—3  a.  m. 
General  ;  Yours  of  8  p.  m.,  19th,  is  just  received,  and  I  acknowledge  re- 
ceipt by  direction  of  the  general-in -chief,  who  instructed  me  also  to  say  that 
the  whole  army  is  moving  to  your  assistance  as  rapidly  as  possible.     Upon  its 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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e  wisheB  you  to  be  prepared  to  assume  the  offeaaive  against  the 
enemy. 

Colonel  AsmuBsen  haa  directions  for  you.     All  ambulancea  wUl  be  given  you 
that  c. 


with  respect, 

Major  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Jjefl  Wifig. 


L.  M.  DATTON,  A.  A.  G. 


HEADQUARTERS  MILITARY  DlVISIO>;  OF  THR  MlSSrSSIPPI, 

In  tltefitlA,  Falling  Greek  Church,  March  20,  1865 — 4  a.  m. 

General  :  I  got  a  despatch  from  General  Schofield  yesterday,  saying  he 
would  start  from  Kinston  for  Goldflboro'  yesterday  or  to-day. 

I  have  just  received  information  that  General  Terry  camped  his  troops  five 
(3)  miles  south  of  Fnisou's  yesterday,  and  that  he,  ia  person,  reached  Faisoa'a 
ou  a  train  last  night. 

I  Lave  ordered  him  to  feel  into  Goldsboro'  for  General  Schofield,  tmd  up  to 
Cox's  bridge  for  me. 

We  all  move  at  five  (5)  a,  m.  toward  you;  hold  fast  to  your  position,  which 
I  take  for  granted  is  now  well  fortified,  but  be  ready  to  attack  the  enemy  the 
moment  you  see  signs  of  let  go;  follow  him  as  far  as  Mill  creek,  and  take  posi- 
tion cove-ring  the  movement  of  your  trains  on  the  direct  Goldsboro'  road. 

If  it  be  true  that  General  Teriy  has  reached  Ffuson's  on  a  train,  we  will  be 
able  to  send  your  wounded  down  to  Wilmington  from  Neuse  river  bridge.     You 
shall  have  the  use  of  every  ambulance  in  the  army  not  absolutely  needed 
in  the  other  corps  and  divisions. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

Major  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  L^Ji  Wing. 


[C;pW.] 

HEADQUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field.  Falling  Creek  Church,  March  20,  1865 — 4  a.  m. 

General  :  I  have  juat  learned  through  your  cavalry  of  your  arrival  at 
Faison'a. 

Johnston,  with  his  concentrated  force,  made  au  unsuccessful  attack  on  my 
left  wing  yesterday,  near  Bentonville.  I  am  just  starting  with  my  right  wiug 
to  attack  him. 

Feel  into  Goldsboro'  for  General  Schofield,  and  np  the  Falling  creek  and 
Cox's  bridge,  for  me.  We  have  cavalry  pickets  south  of  Goldsboro',  The 
Neuse  bridges  are  burned. 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

Major  General  A.  H.  Terry,  Commanding,  Sfc. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Falling  Creek  Church,  March  20,  1865—6  a.  m. 
General  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  despatch  of  yesterday.     I  bad 
just  sent  off  a  cipher  despatch  to  you,  but  as  youra  is  plain,  I  infer  you  have  no 
cipher  clerk. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Yesterday  JolmBtoii,  with  Lis  force  concentrated,  struck  my  left  wing  near 
Bentonville,  and  they  had  a  severe  battle,  lasting  until  night.  General  Slocum 
beat  them  off,  but  was  uneasy.  I  am  now  turning  the  right  wing  on  Benton- 
Tille. 

I  want  you  to  move  to  Mount  Olive  station  and  communicate  with  General 
Schofield,  who  ought  to  be  at  Goidahoro'  to-night,  and  then  feel  up  for  me  on 
the  Bouth  of  the  Neuse  towards  Bentonville. 

G«t  the  railroad  from  Northeast  branch  to  the  Neuse  in  running  order  to  the 
capacity  of  the  captured  stock. 

The  railroad  and  road  bridges  near  Goldsboro'  were  burned  yesterday,  on  be- 
ing threatened  by  some  of  our  cavalry  pai'ties.  If  General  Schofield  gets  to 
Goldsboro',  the  road  bridges  should  be  rebuilt  at  once.  If  you  need  pon- 
toons, I  can  send  yon  some  of  canvas. 

Half  oar  trwus  are  with  General  Slocnm,  near  Bentonville,  and  the  other  half 
about  eight  miles  south  of  this,  on  the  road  fi-om  Cos's  bridge  to  Wilmiugton. 

By  to-night  I  will  know  if  Joe  Johnston  intends  to  figtit  me  in  force,  when  I 
will  communicate  further.  Until  you  know  the  result,  you  and  General  Scho- 
field should  work  up  to  my  support  south  of  the  Neuse. 

Send  that  cavalry  regiment  through  to  mo  via  the  Bentonville  road.  We 
hold  the  bridge  over  Falling  creek. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Major  General  Terhv, 

Faison's  Depot. 


HEADaCAIiTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  tkejidd,  near  Bentonville,  March  20,  1865~S  p.  m. 

Gexeral  Schofield;    Tonr  despach  of  yesterday  is  received.     You  can 

march  into  Goldsboro'  withont  opposition.     General  Terry  is  at  Faiaon's,  and  I 

have  order-ed  him  to  Cox's  bridge  till  the  present  action  is  over.     I  am  now 

within  two  miles  of  Slocum,  but  Johnston  is  between  us.    We  are  now  skir- 

After  occupying  Goldsboro',  if  you  hear  aotting  to  the  contraiy,  join  a  part 
of  your  force  with  General  Terry's,  and  come  to  me,  wherever  I  may  be. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Held,  March  20,  1865—8  p.  m. 

General  :  I  find  the  topography  of  the  country  different  from  what  I  ex- 
pected. The  road  from  Falling  ereek  church  will  be  very  bad  in  wet  weather 
as  far  aa  Cos's  bridge;  thence  for  eight  miles  vetygood,  with  sandy  ground  and 
open  fields  hence  about  ten  miles  from  Cox's  bridge.  We  are  on  flat  pine  land, 
such  as  makes  bad  roads  in  wet  weather. 

We  struck  the  enemy  on  his  left  rear  about  noon,  and  have  pressed  him  very 
hard,  and  have  dislodged  him  from  ail  hie  barricades,  except  the  line  constrncted 
as  against  you,  which  may  be  double,  or  enclosed;  for  our  men  find  parapets 
from  the  road  well  down  to  Mill  creek.  Johnston  hoped  to  overcome  yonr 
wing  before  I  could  come  to  your  relief;  having  failed  in  that,  I  cannot  see  why 
he  remains,  and  atill  think  he  will  avail  himsdf  of  night  to  get  back  to  Smith- 
field.  I  would  rather  avoid  a  general  battle,  if  possible ;  but  if  he  insists  on  it, 
we  must  accommodate  him.     In  that  event,  if  ne  be  in  position  to-morrow,  I 
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■want  yon  to  make  a  good  road  around  his  flank  into  this,  and  to-morrow  night 
pass  your  trains  and  dispose  your  troops,  so  that  we  have  our  back  towards 
Eaison's  and  Goldshoro'.  Greneml  Schofield  was  to  leave  Kinston  for  Golds- 
boi-o'  to-day,  and  General  Terry  has  arrived  ivith  9,000  infantiy  at  Faisou's, 
and  I  Lave  ordered  him  to  Oos's  bridge,  to  be  drawn  np  here  if  we  need  him. 
I  can  also  draw  on  General  Sehofield,  in  a  few  days,  for  10,000  men  (  but  I 
think  we  have  enough. 

rirst,  in  case  of  being  forced  to  fight  the  enemy  here,  we  must  send  our  trains 
to  Kinaton  for  supplies,  and  therefore  get  a  road  at  once  around  the  flank  of 
the  enemy;  the  rest  ia  in  our  possession — retain  ordnance,  and  all  wagons 
witL  food ;  all  else  should  go  doivu. 

Make  no  orders  as  yet,  tiH  to-mon-ow  reveals  the  purpose  of  our  enemy  ;  but 
think  the  problem  over. 

Post  General  Hazen  to  year  right,  so  as  to  join  his  own  corps — the  15th. 
Keep  General  Kilpatrick  on  yo«i  left  rear;  feel  the  enemy  afsevera!  points  to- 
night, and  if  he  retreats,  try  and  get  some  prisoners.     Make  me  a  report  of  to- 
day's operations  with  you,  and  describe  moi-e  fully  the  topography. 
Tours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 

Major  Genei-al  Slocom, 

"  g'  Jje/?  Wing. 


HEADQUAaTEGS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  tJie  Held,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C,  March  20,  1865 — 9  p.  m. 

General  :  We  struck  Johnston  on  his  left  rear  to-day,  and  have  been  skir 
mishing  pretty  hard  all  day.  We  have  opened  communication  with  General 
Slocum,  who  bad  a  bard  fight  yesterday.  We  are  now  ready  for  battle,  if  John- 
ston desires  it,  to-morrow ;  but  as  he  has  failed  to  overcome  one  wing,  he  will 
hardly  invite  battle  with  both.  I  doa't  want  to  fight  now,  or  here,  and  therefore 
won't  object  to  hia  drawing  off  to-night  towai-ds  Smithfleld,  as  he  should.  Gen- 
eral Schofield  moves  to-day  from  Kinston  for  Goldshoro',  and  I  wish  you  to  go 
to  Oox's,  to  which  point  I  will  send  a  pontoon  train,  if  I  conclude  to  lay  a  bridge 
there.  The  north  side  of  the  Neuse  will  afford  us  good  foraging  ground,  and  will 
be  a  direct  threat  to  Smithfleld,  and  the  rear  of  Johnston's  army,  now  to  my 
front.  I  may  have  to  send  all  my  empty  wagons  to  Kinston  for  clothing  and 
anpplies,  but  yon  would  do  well  to  have  the  railroad  from  Wilmington  repaired 
up  to  the  Neuse,  and  you  can  draw  supplies  up  that  road. 

If  Johnston  insists  on  fighting  us  here,  I  may  call  you  up  ;  but  if  he  goes  I 
will  drop  down  to  Goldshoro',  put  you  about  Faison's  or  Mount  Olive,  and  Gen- 
eral Schofield  at  Kinston,  until  we  are  re-supplied  and  equipped  for  the  next 
campaign.     This  will  take  us  a  couple  of  weeks. 

I  suppose  you  will  be  put  to  your  wits  to  feed  your  men  until  the  roada  are 
equipped,  but  it  is  wonderful  how  necessity  develops  the  searching  qualities  of 
soldiers.     My  men  seem  to  keep  fat  and  healthy  on  parched  com  and  bacon. 

Have  both  bridges  over  Falling  Water  put  in  good  order,  and  tell  General 
Schofield  to  repair  at  once  the  road  bridge  across  the  Weuse  at  Goldshoro'.  The 
railroad  bridge  wfll  be  built  by  Colonel  Wright,  with  his  railroad  gang. 

I  do  hope  we  shall  have  some  fine  weather,  as  rain  makes  these  roads  ter- 
rible. 

Tours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Major  General  Terry,  Mount  Olive, 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Headhdartees  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 

In  the  Jield,  near  Bmtmvilh,  N.  C,  March  91,  1865; 

Ge.-jkral  ;  Captaia  Twining  is  bere,  and  I  send  by  him  an  order  that,  yon 
will  perceive,  looks  to  staying  here  aome  days. 

I  thought  Johnston,  having  failed  as  he  attempted  to  crush  one  of  ray  wings, 
finding  he  had  not  succeeded,  hut  that  I  was  present  with  my  whole  force, 
would  withdraw,  but  he  has  not,  and  I  mast  fight  him  here.  He  is  twenty  (20) 
miles  from  Smithfield,  with  a  bad  road  to  his  rear,  but  his  position  is  in  the 
swamps,  difficult  of  approach,  and  I  don't  like  to  assail  his  pai-apets,  which  are 
of  the  old  kind. 

As  soon  as  you  get  Goldsboro'  leave  a  small  garrison  ;  break  the  bi-idge  across 
Little  river,  above  the  railroad,  but  use  the  one  near  its  mouth,  at  old  Waynes- 
boro', and  advance  to  Millard,  where  you  can  effect  a  junction  with  Terry.  Ha 
need  leave  a  verj-  small  picket  at  Oox's  bridge.  Make  up  a  force  of  about 
25,000  men,  leaving  at  Goldsboro'  Carter's  division,  if,  as  I  understand,  it  is 
■  composed  of  troops  properly  belonging  to  this  army.  Let  me  know  the  moment 
these  combinations  are  made,  when  we  can  act. 

I  would  like  to  have  your  pontoon  bridge  across  !Neuse,  about  Jeiicho,  so  that 
oar  trains  to  and  from  Kinston  can  use  it.  General  Howard  will  bridge  at  or 
near  Goldsboro',  and  Greneral  Slocum  at  Cox's.  The  roads  are  now  compara- 
tively good,  and  I  want  to  make  the  most  of  the  good  weather,  but  the  moment 
Johnston  gives  ground  I  propose  to  fall  back  on  Goldsboro',  and  await  the  com- 
pletion of  our  railroad  and  the  re-equipment  of  my  army.  I  will  probably  post 
you  at  K-inston,  General  Terry    abont  Faison's,  and  this  army  at  Goldsboro'. 

You  will  probably  find  plenty  of  com,  bacon,  and  corn-meal  in  the  country, 
from  Waynesboro'  to  Millard.  The  road  near  the  Neuse  is  also  better  than  the 
one  back,  as  it  is  better  drained.  All  the  heads  of  creeks  in  this  region  are 
swampy,  and  level  pine  lands  that  afford  bad  roads. 

I  espect  you  sarely  at  Goldsboro'  to-day,  and  that  yon  have  at  once  secured 
the  bridge  across  Little  river.  I  don't  think  you  will  find  anything  ovei'  there 
but  cavalry.    Hoke  is  to  our  front ;  we  took  prisoners  from  his  command  yester- 

Tonis,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAW,  Major  Gmeral. 
Major  General  SoHOPlELD, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio. 


Heabc-iuartbks  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C,  March  21,  186S— 6  p.  m. 

General  :  It  is  manifest  that  we  are  not  to  be  favored  with  weather.  After 
raining  six  weeks,  it  has,  apparently,  set  in  for  another  six  weeks,  I  wish, 
while  waiting  for  the  pontoon  train,  you  would  keep  strong  details  cordnroying 
the  roads  at  the  low  places,  especially  in  the  bottoms  of  Falling  creek,  at  both 
bridges,  or  at  the  bridges  on  both  roads,  viz  :  the  one  from  Cox's  to  Goldsboro,' 
and  the  one  from  Falling  Creek  School  House  to  Goldsboro'.  Better  keep  a 
thousand  men  on  detail  for  such  work.  We  will  corduroy  back  towards  you  and 
yon  towards  Goldsboro'.  Bails  are  pretty  good,  bnt  pine  saplings,  ten  inches 
through,  the  cut  split  in  two,  the  flat  side  liud  down,  make  a  better  i-oad. 

We  have  had  some  pretty  hai-d  skirmishing  all  roand  the  line,  but  nothing 
mateiial  either  way.  If  I  could  get  the  railroad  done  to  Goldsboro'  I  would  be 
better  off  than  Johnston,  as  he  has  the  same  weather,  and>  I  think,  a  worse  road 
to  his  base  at  Smithfield,  both  distances  twenty  miles. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  of  General  Schofield,  at  Gioldsboro',  and  especially 
tliat  the  railroad  is  done  to  that  point.  It  should  have  been  completed  before  I 
got  here. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  CornmaiiMng. 
Major  General  Tegrv,   Commanding  Bridge. 


Headquarters  Milttaky  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Benton-eille,  N.  C,  March  28,  1865 — 6^  a.  m. 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general-in-chief  to  write  you. 
The  effect  .of  the  operations  of  our  skirmiBhera  yesterday  and  last  night  has 
been  that  the  enemy  has  left  his  position  and  retreated  towfirds  or  beyond  Mill 
creek.  The  general  desires  yoa  to  use  all  possible  expedition  in  effecting  a 
crossing  at  Cox's  bridge,  over  the  Neuse,  getting  the  bridge  down  at  the  earliest 
praetieabte  moment.  If  the  hridge-train  has  not  reached  you,  he  wishes  that  you 
send  coariers  to  it  to  hurry  up. 

OommuQicate  these  facts  to  Major  General  Schofield.  and  that  General  Sher- 
man expects  him  to  occupy  Goldsboro'  at  once.  Johnston  may  attempt  sending 
a  force  there  from  Smithfleld,  and  therefore  it  is  important  for  General  Scho- 
field to  occupy  Goldsboro'. 

Let  your  despatch  bearer  go  at  a  gallop. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adju/anl  General, 
Major  General  A.  H.  Terry,  Commanding,  Sfc. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C,  March  22,  1865. 
I  have  just  beeu  at  the  front.  Johnston  retreated  last  night  on  Smithfield  in 
some  confusion,  leaving  dead  and  wounded.  We  have  pursued  two  miles  be- 
yond Mill  creek,  but  are  not  in  a  condition  aa  to  our  suppliesto  follow  up  our 
advantage,  which  amounts  to  a  substantial  victory,  and  accordiogly  I  have  or- 
dered the  aimy  to  move  towards  Goldsboro'.  I  can't  imagine  why  I  don't  hear 
from  General  Schofield,  Until  I  know  he  has  Goldsboro',  I  must  direct  my  at- 
tention ou  that  point. 

I  commend  highly  your  promptness  in  securing  the  crossing  at  Cox's.  If 
you  observe  any  of  the  enemy's  force  on  the  north  side,  move  across  a  whole 
division  and  intrench  it,  so  as  to  command  all  the  outlet  road's,  and  so  that  if  I 
choose  I  can  cross  General  Slocum's  wing  there,  and  move  out  against  the  rail- 
road between  Goldsboro'  and  Smithfield. 

I  will  probably  come  down  to-day  and  stay  with  you. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Terry, 

Commanding  at  Cox's  Bridge. 


HBADQ0ARTERS  MiLlTAEY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C,  Marr.k  23,  186.'5 — 1 0  a.  m. 
General  :  The  enemy  having  retreated  precipitately  and  in  disorder  from 
lUT  front,  and  we  not  being  in  a  condition  as  to  supplies  to  follow  up,  will  move 
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on  Goldalioro',  from  which  place  I  have  notliing  definite.  General  Terry  re- 
ports that  he  Laa  crossed  the  Neuse  to  the  north  bank,  where  he  has  a  brigade 
intrenched.  From  that  position  I  can  take  Gold ahoro'  without  delay  or  trouble. 
I  shall  go  there  to-night.  General  Sloewm'a  wing  will  also  be  at  or  near  Cox's, 
but  Geaeral  Howard  will  remain  till  morning.  To-morrow  morning,  unless 
nothing  happens  in  the  interval,  move  your  cavalry  slowly  and  in  order  by  a 
circuit  to  the  south,  to  Mount  Olive  Station,  on  the  Wilmington  and  Goldahoro' 
road,  and  report  to  me  from  there  by  letter.  General  Terry,  on  his  way  up, 
aecnred  two  locomotives  and  a  few  old  cara,  and  found  the  road  in  good  order 
from  Northeast  Branch,  near  Wilmington,  to  Mount  Olive,  so  that  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  supply  you  food  and  forage  from  that  quarter,  which  will  relieve  the 
Newborn  road,  which,  for  some  reason,  was  more  damaged  by  the  enemy. 

Nevertheless,  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  gather  all  the  food  and  forage  of  the 
country  you  can,  I  claim,  of  course,  the  absolute  right  to  all  property  lying 
south  of  our  ronte  of  march,  and  care  not  how  close  you  pinch  tae  inliabitaots, 
if  it  be  done  without  pillage  of  the  mere  household  goods  and  apparel  of  womeu. 

General  Schofield  reports  this  moraing  from  Goldsboro'.  So  our  campaign  in 
an  eminent  sticcess. 

Tours,  truly,  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Forces. 


Hbad(ii;arters  Military  Divisio?/  of  the  Miss 

In  the  field,  near  Bentonvilk,  N.  C,  March  SS,  1865—10  a.  m. 

General  :  Tour  despatch  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  We  whipped  all 
of  Joe  Johnston's  army  yesterday,  aad  he  retreated  in  disorder  in  the  night. 
We  are  in  possession  of  the  field,  and  our  skirmishers  are  after  his  rear  guard, 
two  miles  north  of  Mill  creek.  We  ai*  not  in  a  condition  as  to  supplies  to  fol- 
low up,  but  wUl  gi-adually  draw  back  to  Goldsboro'  and  refit. 

Push  the  repairs  of  the  railroad  back  to  Newborn.  Ton  need  not  advance  to 
Millard,  but  secure  all  the  bridges  across  Little  river,  and  lay  your  poatoons 
across  Nense  near  the  main  road  south,  unless  in  the  mean  time  you  have  used 
it'on  Little  river. 

We  have  many  prisjuers  and  I  thmk  v,e  tan  get  almg  till  onr  wagona  get 
back  from  Kinston.  Genei  U  Slocum  mil  m  ve  to  laj  t  C  jx's  bridge,  but 
Genei-al  Howard  will  romain  till  mora  ng  and  follow  us  to  Goldsboro'.  I  will 
go  to  Cox's  to-day,  aad  if  yen  have  gone  to  M  Ihrd  s  will  communicate  with 
you.  If  this  finds  you  it  Mdhrl  s  dia  v  tick  to  the  Little  iiver,  on  the  Golds- 
boro' side. 

I  will  not  move  aga  uit  Ealn  gh  1 11  w    art,  r  4  1 1  bd 
Yours,  truly, 


Major  General  SciioyiELD,  Guldshoro'. 


W,  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Con 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Held,  near  BentonviUe,  N.  C  March  23,  1865. 

General  :  General  Schofield  reports    from  Goldsboro',  which  be  occupied 

with  little  opposition,  ao  that  our  campaign  is  au  emirtenl  success.     Let  General 

Slocum  have  the  roads  to-day,  and  to-morrow  move  at  your  leisure  to  your  new 

position  on  the  right  of  Groldsboro',  facing  north,  first  south  of  the  Neuse  and 
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next  north.  I  will  promise  that  no  paina  or  efforts  on  my  part  shall  he  spared 
to  supply  your  command  in  the  moat  thorough  manner  before  calhng  on  them 
for  new  efforts. 

Tours,  truly, 

W.  T,  SHERMAN,  Ulajo?-  General 
Major  General  HotvARD, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Headquarters  Mtlitaey  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  tkejidd.  Cox's  Bridge,  Neuse  River,  N.  C,  March  22,  1865. 

General  ;  I  wrote  you  from  Payetteviile,  North  Carolina,  on  Tuesday,  the 
14th  iastant,  that  I  was  all  ready  to  start  for  Goldsboro',  to  which  point  I  had 
also  ordered  General  Schofleld  from  Newbem  and  General  Teriy  from  Wil- 
miQgtott.  I  knew  that  General  Joe  Johnston  was  supreme  in  command  against 
me,  and  that  he  would  haye  time  to  concentrate  a  respectable  army  to  oppose 
the  last  stage  of  this  march.  Accordingly  General  Slocum  was  ordered  to  send 
his  main  supply  train,  under  escort  of  two  divisions,  straight  foi'  Bentonville, 
while  he,  wiui  his  other  four  divisions,  disencumbered  of  all  unnecessary  wagoos , 
should  march  towards  Ealeigb,  by  way  of  threat,  as  far  as  Averysboro'.  General 
Howard,  in  like  manner,  sent  his  traius  with  the  17th  corps  well  to  the  right, 
and  with  the  four  divisions  of  the  15th  corps  took  roads  which  would  eaable 
him  to  come  promptly  to  the  exposed  left  flank.  "We  started  ou  the  15th;  but 
again  the  rains  set  in,  and  the  i-oads,  ah-eady  bad  enough,  heeame  horrible. 

On  Tuesday,  the  15th,  General  Slocum  found  Hardee's  army  from  Charleston, 
which  had  retreated  before  us  from  Cheraw,  in  position  across  the  narrow  swampy 
neck  between  Gape  Pear  and  South  river,  where  the  road  branches  off  to  Golds- 
boro'. There  a  pretty  severe  fight  occurred,  in  which  General  Slocum's  troops 
carried  handsomely  the  advanced  line  held  by  a  South  Carolina  brigade,  com- 
manded by  a  Colonel  Butler.  Its  commander.  Colonel  Rhett,  of  Fort  Sumter 
notoriety,  with  one  of  his  staff,  had  the  night  before  been  captured  by  Kil- 
patiick's  scouts,  from  his  very  skirmish  line.  The  next  moraing  Hardee  was 
found  gone,  and  was  pursued  through  and  beyond  Averysboro'.  General  Slo- 
cum buried  one  hundred  and  eight  dead  rebels,  and  captured  and  destroyed 
three  guns.  Some  eighty  wounded  rebels  were  left  in  our  hands,  and,  after 
dressing  their  wounds,  we  left  them  in  a  house  attended  hy  a  confederate  ofScer 
and  four  privates,  detailed  out  of  our  prisonere  and  paroled  for  the  purpose. 

We  resumed  the  march  towards  Goldsboro'.  I  was  with  the  left  wing  until 
I  supposed  all  danger  was  passed;  but  when  General  Slocum's  head  of  column 
was  within  four  miles  of  Bentonville,  after  skirmishing  as  usual  with  cavalry, 
fao  became  aware  that  there  was  infantry  at  his  front.  He  deployed  a  couple 
of  brigades,  which,  on  advancing,  sustained  a  partial  repulse,  but  soon  rallied ; 
and  he  formed  a  line  of  the  two  leading  divisions,  Morgan's  and  Carlin's,  of 
Jeff,  C.  Davis's  corps.  The  enemy  attacked  these  with  violence,  but  was  re- 
pulsed. This  was  in  the  forenoon  of  Sunday,  the  19th.  General  Slocum  brought 
Ibrward  the  two  divisions  of  the  30th  corps,  and  hastily  disposed  of  them  for 
defence,  and  General  Kilpatrick  massed  his  cavalry  on  the  left. 

General  Joe  Johnston  had  the  night  before  marched  his  whole  army,  Bragg, 
Cheatham,  8.  D,  Lee,  Hardee,  and  all  the  twops  he  had  drawn  from  every 

Quarter,  determined,  as  he  told  his  men,  to  crash  one  of  our  corps,  and  then 
efeat  us  in  detail.  He  attacked  General  Slocum  in  position  from  3  p.  m.  on 
the  19th  till  dai-k,  hat  was  everywhere  repulsed  and  lost  fearfully.  At  the  time, 
I  was  with  the  15th  eoi-ps,  marching  on  a  road  more  to  the  right,  but  on  hear- 
ing of  General  Slocum's  danger  directed  that  corps  towards, Cox's  bridge,  and 
that  night  bi-ought  Blair's  corps  over  aud  on  the  20th  marched  rapidly  on  Johns- 
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t()p's  flank  and  rear.  We  struck  him  about  aoon,  aad  forced  liim  to  assume  the 
defeoBiTe  and  to  fortify.  Yestei-day  we  pushed  him  hard,  and  came  veiy  near 
cruahing  bim,  The  right  division  of  the  17th  corps,  Mower's,  having  broken  in 
to  within  a  hundred  yards  of  where  Johnston  himself  was,  at  the  bridge  aci-oea 
Mill  creek,  last  night  he  retreated,  leaving  ua  in  possession  of  the  field,  dead, 
and  wounded.  We  have  over  two  tbonsand  (2,000)  prisoners  from  this  affiur 
and  the  one  at  Aveyrsboro',  and  I  am  satisfied  that  Johnston's  army  was  so 
roughly  handled  yesterday  that  we  ciiutd  march  right  on  to  Raleigh ;  but  we 
have  now  been  out  six  weeks,  living  precariously  upon  the  collections  of  onr 
foragers,  onr  men  "dirty,  ragged,  and  eaucy,"  and  we  must  rest  and  fix  np  a 
little.  Our  entire  losses  thus  far,  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners)  will  be  covered 
by  two  thousand  five  hundred  (3,500,)  a  great  part  of  which  are,  as  usual,  slight 
wounds.  The  enemy  has  lost  more  than  double  as  many,  and  we  have  in  pris- 
oners alone  full  two  thousand  (3,000.) 

I  limited  the  pursuit  this  morning  to  Mill  creek,  and  will  forthwith  march  the 
army  to  G-oldsboro'  to  rest,  re-clothe,  and  get  some  rations. 

Our  combinations  were  such  that  General  Schofield  entered  Goldsboro'  from 
Newberii;  Genei'al  Terry  got  Cox's  bridge,  with  pontoons  laid,  and  a  brigade 
across  intrenched;  and  we  whipped  Joe  Johnston — all  on  the  same  day. 

After  riding  over  the  field  of  battle  to-day,  near  Bentonville,  and  making  the 
necessary  ordere,  I  Lave  ridden  down  to  this  place,  Cox's  bridge,  to  see  G-eneral 
Terry,  and  to-morrow  shall  ride  into  Gtoldsboro'. 

I  propose  to  collect  there  my  army  proper;  shall  put  G-eneral  Terry  about 
JPaison's  depot,  and  General  Schofield  about  Kinston,  partly  to  protect  the 
road,  but  more  to  collect  such  food  and  forage  as  the  country  affords  until  the 
r^lroada  are  repaired  leading  into  Goldsboro'. 

I  fear  these  have  not  been  pushed  with  the  vigor  I  expected,  bat  I  will  soon 
have  them  both  going.  I  shall  proceed  at  once  to  organize  three  armies  of 
twenty-five  thousand  (35,000)  men  each,  and  will  try  and  be  all  ready  to  march 
to  Haleigh  or  Weldon,  as  we  may  determine,  by  or  before  April  10. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  orders  of  to-day.     I  would  like  to  be  more  spe- 
cific, but  have  not  the  data.     We  have  lost  no  general  officers  or  no  organization. 
General  Slocum  took  three  guna  at  Averysboro',  and  lost  three  at  the  first  dash 
on  him  at  Bentonville.     We  have  all  our  wagons  and  trains  in  good  order. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SlIEEMAN,  Major  Gmeral. 

Lieut.  General  U  S.  Grant, 

Commander-in-Chief,  City  Point,   Va. 


nUADQUARTERS  MiLITARV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thefieU,  Cox's  Bridge,  N.  C,  March  22,  1865. 
Gexeral;  We  whipped  Johnston  yesterday  at  Bentonville.  The  army  will 
march  for  Goldsboro'.  Be  prepared  to  feed  this  army,  sixty- thousand  (60,000,) 
at  Goldsboro';  General  Schofield's,  twenty  thousand  (20,000,)  at  Kinston; 
General  Terry's,  ten  thonsand  (10,000,)  at  Faison's  depot;  and  General  Kil- 
patrick's,  five  thousand  (5,000),  at  Mount  Olivi!  station.  The  two  former  will 
draw  up  by  the  Newbern  road;  the  two  latter  by  the  Wilmington  road.  Show 
this  to  General  Easton.  I  will  be  at  Goldsboro'  to-morrow,  and  will  advise  you 
more  fully. 

Youra,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Brevet  Brig.  General  Beckwitd,  Ntichern. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  HiefitU,  Goldsboro',  N.  C,  March  23,  1865. 

Oenkeal:  On  reaching  Uoldehoro' this  morning,  I  found  Lientenant  Dunn 
awaiting  me  witii  your  lettei-  of  March  16  and  despatch  of  17tli.  I  wrote  yon 
fuUy  from  Bentonville  yesterday,  and  since  reaching  Goldsboro'  have  learned 
that  my  letter  was  seat  punctually  down  to  Newbern,  where  it  will  be  de- 
spatched to  you. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  General  Sheridan  did  such  good  service  lietween 
Richmond  and  Lynchburg,  aad  hope  he  will  keep  the  ball  moving'.  I  know 
these  raids  and  daahea  disconcert  our  enemy  and  discourage  him. 

General  Slocum'e  two  corps,  14th  and  30tli,  ai-e  now  coming  in,  and  I  will 
dispose  of  them  north  of  Goidsboro',  between  the  Weldon  road  and  Little  ri^-er. 
General  Howard  to-day  is  marching  south  of  the  Neuse,  and  to-morrow  will 
come  io  and  occupy  gronnd  north  of  Goldsboro',  and  extending  from  the  Wel- 
dpn  railroad  to  that  leading  to  Kinston. 

I  have  ordered  all  the  provisional  divisions,  made  up  of  troops  belonging  to 
other  corps,  to  be  broken  up,  and  the  men  to  join  their  proper  regiments  aad 
organisations;  and  have  ordered  General  Schofield  to  guard  the  railroad  back 
to  Newbarn  and  Wilmington,  and  to  make  up  a  movable  colnmn  eq^nal  to 
twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  men,  with  which  to  take  the  field.  He  will  be 
my  centre,  as  on  the  Atlanta  campaign.  I  don't  tliiuk  I  want  any  more  troops, 
other  than  absentees  and  recruits  to  fill  up  the  present  regiments  ;  but  that  I 
can  make  up  an  army  of  eighty  thousand  (80,000)  men  by  April  10.  I  will 
put  General  Kilpatrick  out  at  Mount  Olive  station  on  the  Wilmington  road, 
aad  then  allow  the  army  some  rest. 

We  have  sent  all  our  empty  wagons  under  escort,  with  the  pi-oper  staff  offi- 
cei-s,  to  bring  up  from  Kingston  clothing  and  provisions.  As  lung  as  we  move 
we  can  gather  food  and  forage;  but  the  moment  we  stop,  trouble  begins. 

I  feel  sadly  disappointed  that  our  railroads  are  not  done.  1  don't  like  to  Bay 
there  has  been  any  neglect  until  I  make  inquiries;  but  it  does  seem  to  me  tlie 
repairs  should  have  been  made  and  tlie  road  properly  stouke  1  I  can  only  hear 
of  one  locomotive,  beside  the  four  old  ones,  on  the  Newbe  n  road  and  tvo 
damaged  locomotives  found  by  Terry  on  the  Wihnington  roal  I  left  Ge  e  als 
Easton  and  Beckwith  purposely  to  make  arrangements  m  ant  c  p  on  f  my 
.irrival,  and  I  have  heard  from  neither,  though  I  s«ppot>e  them  1  otl  to  be  at 
Morehead  City. 

At  all  events,  we  have  now  made  a  junction  of  all  the  am  anl  t  e  can 
maintain  them,  will,  in  a  short  time,  be  iu  position  to  march  agi  at  Rale  ^  or 
Gastfln,  or  Weldon,  or  even  Richmond,  as  you  may  deteim 

If  I  get  ihe  troops  all  well  placed,  and  the  supplies  wo  k  ng  veil  I  m  ght 
-run  up  to  see  you  for  a  day  or  two  before  diving  again  to  th  I  Is  ot  tl  e 
country. 

I  will  make  in  a  very  short  time  accurate  reports  of  o  «\  to  f  tli 
past  two  months. 

Yours,  truly,  W.  T    SHLR^IW 

Major  Gem  al  L        anl    g 

Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  t?ie  Aj-mies  of  the  United,  Slates,  City  Painl,  T  a. 

[Telegram.] 
Headqdarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

M  the  field,  Goldsboro',  March  23,  1865. 
Colonel  Wright,  Morehead  City: 

Kepoit  to  ine  the  condition  of  the  railroad.  Employ  at  any  cost  laborers  to 
put  both  tlie  Wilmington  and  Nowbcrn  branches  in  order.     Hire  three  gangs 
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at  each  point  to  v-oik  eacli  eight  hours,  calling  it  a  day,  so  that  you  may  do 
three  dajs  work  in  twenty-four  hours.  My  army  is  now  coming  in,  and  all 
■will  he  here  to  Aij  and  ffl-morrow.  I  was  much  disappointed  that  this  was  not 
already  done  Cars  most  carry  into  Kinstoa  at  once  supplies.  I  will  pwt  an 
engineei  regiment  at  once  to  work  from  this  end.  Tou  cau  have  as  mauy  de- 
tails as  you  waat,    Expedition  is  the  thing. 

"VV.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


HEADCiUAliTEHS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

lit  iliefieU,  Goldshoro',  N.  C,  March  34,  1S65. 

GE?iEBAL:  I  hare  kept  Lieutenant  Dunn  over  to-day  that  I  might  report 
further.  All  the  army  is  now  in  save  the  cavalry,  which  1  have  posted  at  Mount 
OHve  Station,  south  of  the  Neuse,  and  General  Terry's  command,  which  to- 
moiTow  will  m  f  m  T  's  feiTy  to  Faison's  depot,  also  on  the  Wilmington 
road.  I  send  y  u  a  pj"  f  my  orders  of  this  morning,  the  operations  of  which 
will,  I  think  n  mpf  t  «r  roads.  The  telegraph  is  now  done  to  Morehead 
City,  and  by  1 1  I  a  n  th  t  tores  have  heen  sent  to  Kiaston  in  boats,  and  our 
wagons  are  th  1  ad  ng  w  th  rations  and  clothing.  By  using  the  Neuse  as 
high  up  as  Kn  t  n  and  hauling  from  there  twenty-six  (26)  miles,  and  hy 
equipfiing  th  tw  ads  to  Morehead  City  and  Wilmington,  I  feel  certaiu  I  can 
not  only  feed  and  equip  the  army,  but  in  a  short  time  fill  our  wagons  for  an- 
other start.  I  feel  certain,  from  the  character  of  the  fighting,  that  we  have  got 
Johnston's  aiioy  afi-aid  of  us.  He  himself  acts  with  timidity  and  caution.  His 
cavalry  alone  manifests  spirit,  hut  limits  its  operations  to  onr  stragglers  and 
foraging  parties.  My  marching  columns  of  infantry  don't  pay  the  cavalry  any 
attention,  hut  walk  right  through  it. 

I  think  I  see  pretty  clearly  how,  in  one  more  move,  we  can  checkmate  Lee, 
forcing  him  to  unite  Johnston  with  him  in  tlie  defence  of  Richmond  or  abandon 
the  cause.  I  feel  certain  if  he  leaves  Richmond,  Virginia  leaves  the  confederacy. 
I  will  study  my  mapa  a  little  more  before  giving  my  clear  views.  I  want  all 
possible  information  of  the  Roanoke  as  to  navigability,  how  far  up,  and  with 
what  draught. 

We  fi.nd  the  country  here  sandy,  dry,  and  with  good  roads,  and  more  com 
and  forage  than  I  expected.     The  families  remain,  but  I  will  gradually  push 
them  all  out  to  Raleigh  or  Wilmington.     We  will  need  every  house  in  the  town. 
Lieutenant  Dunn  can  tell  you  of  many  things  of  wliich  I  need  not  write. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Genera?.. 

Lieut.  General  "U.  S,  Grant,  Cili/  Point,  Va. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  theJiM,  Goldshoro',  N.  C,  March  24,  1865. 

Gekbbal  :  Tours  of  this  dat«  to  the  general-in- chief  is  received,  and  he  is 
much  gratified  that  your  command  is  in  such  good  condition  as  to  forage ;  secure 
all  you  can. 

General  Terry's  command  will  be  posted  at  Faison's,  and  must  have  the  use 
of  the  railroad  to  supply  it.  All  arrangements  possible  are  being  made  to  the 
end  that  all  troops  shall  be  well  supplied,  I  enclose  an  order  of  this  date 
which  will  give  you  a  complete  understanding  of  the  matter. 

At  present  there  is  a  good  supply  of  subsistence,  clothing,  &c.,  at  Kinaton, 
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and  if  you  will  send  your  spare  wagons  tbere  with  tlio  proper  staff  officers.  Col- 
onel Garber,  acting  chief  quartermastei,  will  giye  you  loads  and  all  aupplies 
that  can  be  furnished. 

There  is  also  a  quantity  of  mail  for  the  army  there. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistajit  Adjutant  General, 
General  Kilpatrick, 

ijoinmandmg  Cavalry. 


IIbadqoarters  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  field,  March  24,  1865. 
Generai,  :  A  despatch  from  Colonel  Garber  states  that  the  trains  of  the  15th 
and  17th  corps  sent  to  Kiiiaton  are  returning  loaded  with  subsistence  and  some 
clothing,  &e.  He  says  if  trains  are  kept  moving  with  regularity  from  the  command 
to  that  point  he  can  keep  the  army  supplied  from  the  stores  that  are  arriving  there 
hy  water.  The  general-in-chief  suggests  that  yovi  keep  your  spare  wagons  moT- 
ing  accordingiy.  Colonel  Garber  will  need  some  foui'  hundred  contrabands  for 
loading  trains  and  unloading  vessels,  and  with  the  next  train  you  send  down 
you  should  send  some  to  him. 
Kespectfully,  &e., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Major  General  Howard, 

'■  ?  Right  Wing. 


HfiADQUARTEliS  MiLITAKY  DiVlSIOK  OF  THB  MiSSSlSlPPI, 

Ik  the  field,  Goldshoro',  N.  C,  March  24,  1865. 
!  Easton,  Chief  Quartermaster,  Worehead  City  : 
Our  field  transportation  ia  in  excellent  condition,  and  if  you  can  place,  by 
water,  fifteen  hundred  t<ina  of  freight  per  week  at  Kinaton,  independent  of  the 
railroad,  it  can  be  brought  from  there  by  the  wagona  when  the  roads  are  good. 
The  teams  will  be  tlie  better  for  being  out  of  camp.  The  general  saggesta 
that  you  aim  to  accomplish  this.     It  is  desirable  to  relieve  the  railroad  as  m.U£b 


8  poeaible. 


L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


[Telegram.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippr, 

In  the  field,  Mareh  24,  1865. 
General  Dodge,  Quartermaster,  Morehead  City  : 

Your  despatch  received.  Tell  General  Easton  to  unload  and  despatch  vessels 
north  aa  fast  as  possible,  and  you  proceed  with  all  speed  to  General  Grant,  and 
he  will  order  the  cars  and  locomotivea  we  want  from  Norfolk  and  elsewhere. 
Lieutenant  Dunn  will  be  down  to-night,  before  daylight,  with  despatches  for 
General  Grant.  Wait  and  take  him  along  with  you.  Remember  how  valuable 
time  is.  We  can  bring  up  daily  supplies  enough,  but  to  move,  I  muat  have 
enough  ahead  to  lill  my  wagons. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
24* 
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[Telegram.] 
HEADyUARTEBS  MlI-ITAKY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Goldsboro',  March  25,  1885. 
General  Easton,  Moreliead  City: 

I  will  come  down  witb  Coloael  Wright.  Have  a  steamer  to  take  me  to  City 
Point  i  only  four  in  the  party.  If  the  aavy  has  a  good  gunboat  doing  nothing 
I  would  ask  for  it.  I  want  to  see  General  Grant  and  return  at  once ;  to  be 
absent  not  to  exceed  five  days. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Telegram.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  March  25,  1866. 
Colonel  Garber,  Kins(on  : 

I  think  2,000  tons  a  week  should  eoiae  by  water  to  Kinston,  and  then  be 
hauled  in  wagons  to  our  camps.  This  will  help  the  railroad  till  we  get  it  Blocked, 
and  our  moles  can  make  one  round  trip  a  week  and  thi-ive  ;  so  keep  that  line 
moving  while  Colonel  Wright  pushes  his  railroad  fi-om  Morehead  City  and  Wil- 
mington.    We  are  doing  finely  now. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Telegram.  ] 
IlEAUQUAaTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MlSSTSSlFFl, 

In  Ihefidd,  Newbern.  N.  C,  March  30,  1863. 
General  Schofield,  Goldsboro'  : 

Have  just  arrived  from  City  Point — all  well.  Have  completed  arrangemenf  s 
for  twenty-five  additional  barges  and  five  tugs.  General  McCallum,  of  railroad 
department,  is  with  me ;  we  will  be  up  to-night.  Telegraph  me  any  news,  if 
there  be  any.  General  Grant  with  his  whole  army  martied  out  of  their  linea 
towards  Dinwiddie  Court  House,  and  Lee  mnst  attack  him  or  the  force  left  in- 
trenched at  City  Point.  General  Sheridan  is  on  General  Grant's  left.  I  saw 
him  and  the  President,  and  have  a  foil  ucderstandiug.  Everything  seems  most 
favorable.  I  want  to  he  all  ready  by  April  10.  Please  send  this  message  to 
Generals  Slocnm  and  Howard.  Tell  General  Slocum  the  orders  were  made  he 
asked  for  ;  also,  your  two  corps  and  commanders  are  as  requested.  We  must 
hold  on  to  Kinston  tiU  the  last  moment,  and  then  throw  everything  round  by 
water  to -Halifax,  Winton,  and  Norfolk. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Telegram.  ] 
HEADCiBAaTEHS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  1 

In  the  field.  Nmohern,  N.  G.,  March  30,  1865. 
General  Easton,  Chief  Quartermaster,  Goldsboro' : 

General  McCallum  is  with  me,  and  will  be  here  in  an  hour.  We  came  from 
City  Point  in  the  naval  steamer  Bat,  through  Hatteras  inlet,  but  she  broke 
down  ten  miles  below,  and  I  came  up  in  a  small  row-boat,  and  have  sent  a  tog 
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down  for  the  rest.  I  got  at  Norfolk  twenty-five  barges  of  150  tons,  and  five  (5) 
tugs.  The  best  we  can  do  will  be  to  bring  up  to  Kinston  in  barges  three  thou- 
sand (3,000)  tons  of  supplies  and  load  up  our  supply  trains  there,  about  the  6th 
of  April.  lu  the  mean  time  the  i-ailroad  can  supply  clothing,  and  immediate 
wants.  Make  your  calculations  to  have  all  our  men  provided  and  equipped 
ready  to  start  for  our  next  objective  by  or  before  April  10.  Gteneral  Grant's 
array  is  in  motion ;  it  started  yesterday,  and  I  don't  see  how  Lee  can 
refuse  to  accept  battle  at  once.  We  must  be  ready  as  soon  aa  possible.  Take 
a  minute  account  of  transportation,  so  as  to  divide  it  out  according  to  effective 
strength.  When  we  start  I  want  you  and  General  Beckwith  to  move  by  water 
to  another  point  on  the  coast  which  I  will  designate. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major  General. 


HEADtiDABTGRS  MILITARY  DlvrstON  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Goldsboro',  N.  G..  March  81,  1S65. 

Genkral;  I  i-eached  Goldsboro'  last  night,  and  find  all  things  working 
well.  The  enemy  has  manifested  no  activity  hereabouts,  and  has  only  some 
cavalry,  seemingly,  moving  across  our  front  from  west  to  east.  The  railroad  to 
the  seacoast  at  Morehead  City  is  working  well,  and  is  duing  good  work,  but  the 
Wilmington  branch  is  not  yet  done.  I  have  concluded  arrangements  for  the 
barges  to  be  loaded  and  brought  to  Kinston,  where  our  wagons  will  meet  them  ; 
afterwards,  they  can  be  reloaded  and  moved  up  to  the  Chowan  to  await  our  arri- 
val north  of  the  Roanoke. 

I  shall  keep  things  moving,  and  he  all  ready  hy  the  date  fixed,  April  10.  In 
the  mean  time  I  expect  to  hear  the  result  of  your  moving  by  the  left  flank.  I 
will  keep  yon  daily  advised  of  our  progress. 

I  must  now  set  to  work  to  make  a  report  of  our  march  from  Savannah  to 
Goldsboro'  before  it  fades  fivDm  memory,  or  gets  lost  in  the  rush  of  events.  John 
Sherman  came  with  me  here,  and  will  return  with  this  to  Old  Point,  I  think 
Lee  will  unite  his  and  Johnston's  army.  I  cannot  think  he  will  coop  himself  in 
Eichmond,  If  he  do,  he  is  not  the  general  he  is  reputed  to  be ;  but  we  must 
go  straight  for  him  and  fight  him  in  open  ground,  or  coop  him  up,  when  atai-va- 
tiou  will  tame  him. 

If  General  Sheridan  swings  off  and  is  likely  to  come  down  toward  me,  get 
me  word  that  I  may  meet  him.     I  doubt  if  he  can  cross  the  Roanoke  for  a 
month  yet,  unleaw  he  has  pontoons  with  him  ;  hut  he  cannot  be  better  employed 
than  in  raiding  the  road  about  Butkeaville. 
Toura,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Foint. 


ilEADHTIABTfiRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF    THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Goldshoro',  N.  C,  March  31,  1865. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  and  satisfaction  to  receive  your  letter  and  tele- 
gram of  welcome  when  at  City  Point  and  Old  Point  Comfort. 

I  am  back  again  at  my  post,  possessed  of  the  wishes  and  plans  of  the  geueral- 
in-ehief,  and  think  in  due  time  I  can  play  my  part  in  the  coming  campaign. 
All  things  are  working  well,  and  I  have  troops  enough  to  accomplish  the  part 
assigned  me,  and  only  await  the  loading  our  wagona,  patching  np  and  mending 
made  necessary  hj  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  past  winter. 
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Feeling  as  I  do  tho  responsiliilitieB  that  reat  on  me,  I  shall  spare  iio  labor  of 
body  or  mind  to  desei-ve  the  BuecesB  and  consequent  blessings  that  you  so 
heartily  call  down  on  me.  Others  must  tell  you  of  the  continued  harmony  and 
confidence  that  pervade  this  army,  to  which  equalities  the  country  owes  more 
than  to  any  mere  ability  that  I  possess. 

Tour  son  ia  now  here,  and  will  return  to  Washington  with  John  Sherman. 
With  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN,  Major  Gsnerai. 
Hon.  E,  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


[Tel^^giam.] 
HEADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In,  the  field,  GoUshoro',  N.  C,  March  31,  1865. 
General  Terry,  Commandutg  at  Faiion's  Station: 

Send  orders  to  the  depot  commissary  of  subsistence  at  Wilmington  to  send 
forwai'd  coffee,  sugar,  and  hard  bread  with  ail  possible  despatch,  Lee  them 
come  up  the  river  to  the  bridge,  and  thence  by  rail  to  this  place.  We  greatly 
need  these  stores.  Two  additioaal  locomotives  and  about  twenty  cars  are  now 
at  Wilmington,  ready  for  your  branch  of  the  road,  as  soon  as  the  bridge  is 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

GoldsUro',  N.  a.  April  5,  1865. 
General  Hawlkv,  Wilmington: 

We  will  be  all  ready  here  on  the  10th.  The  Newberu  road  has  worked  ad- 
mirably, and  brought  ub  full  supplies  already.  Tour  road  can  be  used  for  send- 
ing up  the  troops  destined  for  this  army.  See  that  General  Dodge  understands 
this,  and  uses  the  road  up  to  Mooday  nest  to  bring  up  men,  aa  also  such  forage 
and  stores  as  are  still  needed  by  Generals  Terry  and  Schofield. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Headquarters  incumbrances  can  remain  ;  forward  only  good  men  for  battle. 


Headhttartehs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

7»  tAe  field,  Goldshoro',  N.  C,  April  5, 1865, 
Dear  General  t  I  can  hardly  help  smiling  when  I  contemplate  my  com- 
mand. It  is  decidedly  mixed,  I  believe,  hut  am  not  certain,  that  you  are  in 
my  jurisdiction,  but  I  certainly  cannot  help  you  in  the  way  of  orders  or  men, 
nor  do  I  think  you  need  either.  General  Cruft  has  just  arrived  with  his  pro- 
visional division,  which  will  at  once  be  broken  up  and  the  men  sent  to  their 
proper  regiments,  as  thatfrf  Meagher  was  on  my  arrival.  Tou  may  have  some 
feeling  about  my  asking  that  General  Slocum  should  have  command  of  the  two 
corps  that  propeily  belonged  to  yon,  viz  :  14th  and  SOth;  but  you  can  recall  that 
he  was  but  a  corps  commander,  and  could  not  legally  make  orders  of  discharge, 
transfer,  &c.,  which  was  imperatively  nec^sary.  I  therefore  asked  that  General 
Slocum  be  assigned  fo  command  "an  army  in  the  field,"  called  the  "  Army  of 
Georgia,"  composed  of  the  14th  corps  and  20th,     The  order  is  not  yet  made 
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by  the  President,  though  I  have  veoognized  it,  because  both  General  Giaut  and 
the  President  sanctioned  it,  and  promised  to  Lave  the  order  made. 

My  army  is  now  here,  pretty  well  clad  and  provided  ;  divided  into  three  paj-ta 
of  two  corps  each — much  as  onr  old  Atlanta  ai-my.  1  expect  to  move  on  in  a 
few  days,  and  propose,  if  Lee  remains  in  fiichmond,  to  pass  the  Roanoke  and 
open  communication  with  the  Chowan  and  Norfollc.  This  will  bring  me  in  di- 
rect communication  with  G-eneral  Grant. 

This  is  an  admirable  point — country  open,  and  the  two  railroads  in  good  order 
back  to  Wibnington  and  Beaufort.  We  have  already  brooght  up  enough  to  fill 
OUT  wagons,  and  only  await  some  few  articles  and  the  arrival  of  some  men  march- 
ing up  from  the  coast,  to  he  off. 

General  Grant  explained  to  me  his  orders  to  you,  which,  of  course,  are  all 
right.  You  can  make  reports  direct  to  Washington  or  to  General  Giant,  hut 
keep  me  advised  occasionally  of  the  general  state  of  affah's,  that  I  may  know 
what  is  transpiring.  I  must  give  my  undivided  attention  to  matters  here.  You 
will  hear  from  a  thousand  sources  pretty  fair  aeeouuta  of  our  next  march. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 

Major  General  GEOBne  H.  Thomas, 

^Department  of  Cumberland. 


Headquarter)*  Military  Division  of  the  1 

In  the  field,  Goldsboro',  N.  C,  April  5,  1865. 

General  :  I  now  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  orders  prescribing  the  movement 
hence  for  a  position  on  the  Boanoke.  The  movement  begins  on  the  10th,  as  I 
promised,  and  by  the  12th  we  will  be  fairly  under  way.  Our  railroads  have 
worked  double  what  I  calculated,  because  the  track  is  so  level  that  a  locomo- 
tive can  haul  twenty-five  cars  instead  of  ten  or  twelve,  as  in  upper  Georgia. 
We  now  have  enough  of  bread  and  small  stores  for  our  wagons,  and  I  am  hur- 
rying up  Cruft's  provisional  division  from  Tennessee;  also  the  men  who  belong 
to  this  army,  who  had  been  sent  to  Savannah  and  Charleston.  We  can  use  the 
railroad  to  bring  up  the  last ;  the  others  are  marching. 

I  get  nothing  from  yon — nothing  since  I  left  you,  and  am,  of  course,  impa- 
tient to  know  what  Lee  proposes  to  do.  I  hear  nothing  satisfactory  from  John- 
ston. We  find  Wade  Hampton's  cavalry  on  the  roads  to  Weldon  and  Raleigh, 
but  evidently  only  watching  us.  They  have  made  no  efforts  to  strike  our  rail- 
roads anywhere. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  the  effect  of  your  move  on  Diawiddie  before  I  get  off, 
but  shall  not  wait. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN.  Major  General 

Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Clti/  Puinl. 


Headquartebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

h.  the  field,  GoldshoTo',  N.  G.,  April  6,  1865. 
General  :  I  wrote  you  very  fully  from  Payetteville,  since  which  time  I  have 
joined  my  own  immediate  army  with  those  of  Terry  and  Schofield,  and  now 
have  at  this  point  a  splendid  base,  with  roads  finished  back  to  Newbern  and 
Wilmington.  I  have  also  been  up  to  see  General  Grant,  and  am  ready  to  march 
again. 
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It  is  all  important  that  the  work  I  did  ia  South  Carolina  be  kept  unrepaired, 
and  more  especially  that  the  locomotives  and  cara  penned  op  about  Snmterville 
and  Florence  be  either  destroyed  or  brought  in.  I  believe  that  Johnston  hae 
brought  up  to  Kaleigh  every  man  that  can  be  brought  out  of  South  Oaroliua  and 
Georgia.  Therefore,  now  ia  your  time  to  do  the  work.  The  enemy  should  not 
in  any  event  be  allowed  to  repair  the  roads  about  Columbia,  but  railroada  are  of 
lesa  importance  thau  locomotives  and  eara.  It  is  not  auf&cient  to  burn  care. 
The  driving  wheels  and  tracks  ahould  all  be  broken,  and  axles  bent,  boilers 
punctured,  cylinder  heads  bi-oken  and  caat  into  deep  water,  and  connecting  rods 
bent  and  hid  away.  I  don't  know  what  force  you  have  left,  but  I  judge  2,500 
men,  lightly  equipped,  can  reach  Sumterville  and  Florence  from  Georgetown 
or  the  Santee  bridge. 

We  have  this  minute  received  newa  that  our  troops  are  in  possession  of  Rich- 
mond and  Pelei-fiburg,  with  twenty-five  tliousand  prisoners,  live  hundred  guns. 
General  A.  P.  Hill  kiUed,  Lee  in  full  retreat  on  Danville,  with  Generals  Grant 
and  Sheridan  in  full  pursuit.  Joe  Johnston  is  between  me  and  Kaleigh,  and  I 
will  be  after  him  aa  soon  as  I  get  my  wagona  loaded.  Time  is  now  the  thing. 
Don't  exaggerate  the  difficulty,  but  go  right  at  it  and  the  difficulties  will  disap- 
pear. 

Truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commands g. 

Major  General  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  tJte  SoutJi,  Charleston. 


HEADUUARTEltS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  GolAsboro',  AprU  7,  1865. 

General  :  The  success  of  our  armies  about  Richmond  changes  the  whole 
plan  of  our  campaign.  Wo  have  now  to  watch  the  enemy,  who  is  adroit,  and 
may  turn  up  suddenly  at  uuespected  points.  Therefore  don't  commit  yourself 
to  any  system  other  than  to  perfect  the  details  of  our  presentbase  of  supplies — 
Goldsboro',  with  its  two  railroads.  The  army  is  so  much  interested  in  mails  and 
small  parcels  that  we  will  need  such  a  line  as,  connected  with  others  already 
established,  will  connect  our  army  with  the  mail  and  express  system  of  the 
United  States.  Please  send  a  quariermaater'a  inapeetor  through  to  Old  Point 
by  Hewbern,  Eoanoke  island,  the  canal,  Norfolk,  &c.,  and  on  bis  return  let  him 
make  or  suggest  any  improvements  that  will  increase  the  certainty  and  regularity 
of  such  a  line.  At  present  some  confusion  may  exist,  caused  by  the  change  in 
the  lines  of  departments,  but  I  think  this  army,  which  includea  the  department 
of  North  Carolina,  has  so  much  more  interest  in  the  line  than  the  few  about  Norfolk, 
that  you  could  establish  a  new  connexion  from  the  channel  straight  for  Old 
Point.  Coming  thia  way,  preference  ahould  be  given  to  mails,  couriers,  and 
general  officers  travelling  on  duty ;  afterwards  it  could  carry  such  quartermaster 
or  ordnance  stores  as  might  be  ordered.  But  in  no  event  do  I  want  a  line  of 
government  vesaela  to  be  usurped  or  monopolized  by  a  set  of  peddlers  and 
traders. 

The  hulk  of  suppHea  should  come,  of  course,  as  heretofore,  by  sea  to  More- 
head  City,  and  by  aohoouers  and  light  draught  vessels  to  Newbera  and  Wil- 
mington. 

Toura, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Majw  General. 

General  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster — Present. 
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Headhuartrbs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Goldsboro',  N.  C,  April  7,  1865. 
General;  The  capture  of  Eichmond,  and  the  retreat  of  Lee's  army  to  the 
west,  (Danville  and  Lynchburg,)  neeeasitates  a  change  in  our  plans.  We  will 
hold  fast  to  Goldsboro'  and  its  fines,  and  move  rapidly  on  Ealeigh.  I  want  you  to 
be  all  ready  to  move  early  on  Monday  straight  on  Smithfield  and  Raleigh  by  the 
most  direct  road.  Genera!  Schofield  will  support  you  with  the  23d  corps,  fol- 
lowing you,  and  the  10th  and  cavalry  will  move  from  Mount  Olive  and  Faiaon'a 
by  Bentonville  and  Turner's  bridge;  the  right  wing  by  Pikesville  and  White- 
ley'a  mill,  with  a  division  around  by  Nahunta  and  Folk's  bridge.  If  the  enemy 
declines  to  fight  this  side  of  the  Neuse,  I  will,  of  course,  throw  the  right  wing 
up  to  Hinfon's  bridge. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Army  of  Georgia. 


HEAUatlARTURS    MlLITABV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Goldsboro',  April  6,  1865. 
I  have  reports  from  KewbeTn,  brought  by  Generfd  Carl  Schura,  that  General 
Grant  took  Petersburg  last  Monday  ;  that  Greaeral  Weitzelthen  took  Richmond, 
with  500  guns  and  35,000  prisoners ;  that  Generals  Grant  and  Sheridan  are  pur- 
suing Lee  towards  Danville.  This  will  alter  our  plans.  We  must  move  on 
Raleigh.  Be  all  ready.  I  think  Johnston  is  still  near  Smithfield.  We  must 
hit  him  hard. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
General  Kilpatrick,  Mount  Olive. 


Hbadciuartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Held,  Goldsboro',  N.  C,  April  7,  1865. 

General  :  The  capture  of  Richmond  makes  a  change  in  our  plans  necessary. 
We  will  move  early  on  Monday  rapidly  on  Raleigh,  holding  on  to  the  roads  from 
Goldsboro'  back  and  repairing  forward  to  Ealeigh. 

General  Sloeum  will  move  straighten  Smithfield  and  Raleigh;  General  Scho- 
field in  support,  with  the  10th  corps  and  eavahy,  keeping  south  and  west  of  the 
Neuse,  by  Bentonville  and  Turner's  bridge. 

I  want  you  to  start  early  by  Pikesville,  Whiteley's,  and  Pine  level,  prepared 
to  join  to  General  Schofleld'a  right  in  case  the  enemy  fights  about  Smithfield ; 
otherwise  to  swing  up  along  the  Neuse,  to  cross  over  at  some  point,  to  be  deter- 
mined, it  may  be,  as  high  ap  as  Hinton'a  bridge.  Send  one  division  light,  with 
all  the  mounted  men  you  can  spare,  up  as  high  as  Nahunta  station,  thence  to 
join  your  wing  via  Folk's  bridge. 


r  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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IlBADdUAKTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  0^  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Goldshoro',  N.  0.,  April  7,  If 
Gbkeral  ;     The  capture  of  Richmond  makes  uniieceaaary  our  m 
the  Eoanoke.    We  will  move,  aud  that  with  rapidity,  on  Ealeigh,  repairing  and 
holding  the  railroad  to  that  point. 

General  Slocum  will  move  Monday  at  daybreak  straight  for  Smithfield  and 
Baleigh ;  the  right  wing  by  Pikesviile  and  Whiteley'a  mill,  with  a  division 
swinging  round  by  Hahunta  and  Beulah. 

I  want  you  to  support  General  Slocum  with  the  23d  corps,  keeping  a  pontoon 
bridge  here  at  Goldsboro'  and  laying  another  at  Cox'a,  and  let  the  10th  corps 
move  Btraight  from  Faieon's  to  Bentonville  and  Tm:ner'B  bridge.  The  cavalry 
will  also  be  on  that  flack,  and  will  strike  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  break  the 
railroad  partially  about  Gulley's,  provided  the  enemy  awaits  onr  attack  this  side 
of  the  Neuee.  Ton  may  depend  on  General  Slocum's  bridges  for  the  2Jd  corps 
to  cross  the  Neuse  about  Smithfield.  Dispose  your  troops  detailed  for  the  rail- 
road guards  to  cover  the  roads  from  Goldsboro'  back,  giving  most  care  to  that 
from  Goldsboro'  to  Morehead  city.  Winton  and  Murfreesboro'  are  now  no  longer 
needed,  and  you  can  recall  any  force  sent  there. 
I  am  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
Ufajor  General  Commandhtg. 
Major  General  Schofield, 

~  "    '  Centre. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mfssissippi, 

In  the  Held,  Goldsboro',  N.  C,  April  7,  1865. 
General:  We  will  move  stiaight  on  Ealeigh  on  Monday  next.  General 
Terry's  infantry  will  move  from  Faison's  to  Bentonville  and  Turner's  bridge.  I 
want  you  to  move  on  his  left  front,  and  if  possible  reach  the  railroad  between 
Smithfield  and  Ealeigh,  disable  it  slightly,  enough  to  prevent  its  use  for  a  day 
or  so,  and  then  act  against  the  flanks  of  the  enemy,  should  be  retreat  to  Ealeigh. 
I  think  the  bulk  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  is  between  us  and  Weldon.  As  soon 
as  you  cut  the  railroad  yon  should  keep  up  a  communication  with  Teny's  left, 
but  you  may  act  boldly  and  even  rashly  now,  for  this  is  the  time  to  strike  quick 
and  strong.  We  must  get  possession  of  Ealeigh  before  Lee  tmd  Johnston  have 
time  to  confer  and  make  new  combinations,  forced  on  them  by  the  loss  of  their 
capital,  and  the  defeat  of  their  principal  army  about  Petersburg.  You  can  send 
your  wagons  to  the  nearest  infantiy  column.  I  think  you  had  better  move  by 
Trouble  field's.  Lees,  and  Elevation,  crossing  Middle  creek  as  high  up  as  the 
Gulley  Station  road. 
Toora,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN,  Major  General. 
Major  General  Kilpatbick, 

"  ""   f  Cavalry,  Mt.  Olive. 


HEAOai.URTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THB  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Goldshoro',  N.  G.,  April  7,  1865. 
General  ;  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  send  you  the  report  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Kilpatriek  and  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  T,  G.  Baylor,  chief  of  ordnance,  which 
I  wish  you  to  file  with  my  report  of  the  recent  campaign.     Events  progress  so 
rapidly  that  we  have  scarce  time  to  report  them  fully,  bat  I  will  endeavor  to 
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get  iti  the  full  reports  of  my  army  commanders  before  we  start  for  Ealeigh.  I 
I  have  not  yet  received  General  Grant's  orders  consequent  on  the  capture  of 
Eichmond,  and  defeat  of  Lee's  army  before  Petersburg,  out  I  am  so  confident 
tbat  I  know  his  wishes,  that  my  orders  are  all  out  for  my  entire  army  to  move 
at  daylight  on  Monday  next,  the  10th,  for  Raleigh.  Before  the  capture  of  Rich- 
mond, of  which  I  only  heard  yesterday,  I  was  preparing  to  feign  on  Raleigh, 
and  move  across  the  Koanoake  above  Gaston,  but  now  I  shall  move  straight  on 
Raleigh,  repau-ing  the  railroad  to  that  place.  From  Raleigh  I  can  reach  the 
Danville  and  Charlotte  road,  about  Greensboro',  but  I  expect  definite  orders  be- 
fore getting  off.  I  want  my  mails  to  come  to  Old  Point,  Dismal  Swamp  Canal, 
Newbern,  Goldsboro',  &c.,  and  have  ordered  General  Easton  to  complete  ai'range- 
ments  to  that  end. 

It  is  now  important  that  I  shouJd  have  more  rapid  communication  with  head- 
quarters than  heretofore. 

General  Meigs  is  now  here  and  will  start  for  Washington  to-night. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C. 


HsADiiuABTKRS  Armies  of  thi!  United  States, 

Wilson's  Station,  April  5,  1865. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

All  indications  now  ai^e  that  Lee  will  attempt  to  reach  Danville  with  the  rem- 
nant of  his  force.  Sheridan,  who  was  up  with  him  last  night,  reports  all  that 
is  left,  borse,  foot  and  dragoons,  at  twenty  thonsand  (20,000,)  much  demoralized. 
We  hope  to  reduce  this  number  one-half.  I  shall  push  on  to  Burkesville,  aad  if 
a  stand  is  made  at  Danville,  will  in  a  very  few  days  go  there.  If  you  can  pos- 
sibly do  BO,  push  on  from  where  you  are  and  let  us  see  if  we  cannot  finish  the 
job  with  Lee's  and  Johnston's  armies.  Whether  it  will  be  better  for  yon  to 
Strike  for  Greensboro'  or  nearer  to  Danville,  you  will  be  better  able  to  judge 
when  yoa  receive  this.  Rebel  armira  now  are  the  only  strategic  points  to 
strike  at. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  (General. 
OfScial : 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississirpi, 

Jn  the  field,  Goldsboro',  N.  C.  April  8, 1865. 

General  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  from  Wilson's  station' 
and  although  I  have  written  you  several  letters  lately,  will  repeat. 

On  Monday  at  daylight  all  my  army  will  move  straight  on  Joe  Johnston,  sup- 
posed to  be  between  me  and  Raleigh,  and  I  will  follow  him  wherever  be  may 
go.  If  he  retreats  on  Danville  to  make  junction  with  Lee,  I  will  do  the  same, 
though  I  may  take  a  course  round  him,  bending  towards  Greensboro',  for  the 
purpose  of  turning  him  North.  I  will  bear  in  mind  your  plain  and  unmistaka- 
ble point  that  "  the  rebel  armies  are  now  the  strategic  points  to  strike  at."  I 
will  follow  Johnston,  presuming  that  you  are  after  Lee,  or  all  that  you  have  left 
of  him,  and  if  they  come  together,  we  will  also.     I  think  I  will  be  at  Raleigh 
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on  Thursday,  tte  13th,  and  shall  pursue  Johnston,  towards  Gfreensboro',  tinlesB 
it  be  manifest  that  Lee  has  gonn  towards  DaiiviUe.  I  shall  encourage  him  to 
come  to  bay  or  to  move  towards  Danville,  as  I  don't  want  to  race  all  the  way  back 
through  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  It  is  to  our  interest  to  let  Lee  and  John- 
ston come  together,  just  as  a  billiavd-player  would  nurse  the  balls  when  he  has 
them  in  a  nice  place.  I  am  delighted  and  amazed  at  the  result  of  your  move  to 
the  south  of  Petersburg,  and  Lee  has  lost  in  one  day  the  reputation  of  three 
years,  and  you  have  established  a  reputation  for  perseverance  and  pluck  that 
would  make  Wellington  jump  out  of  his  coffin,  I  wish  you  could  have  waited 
a  few  days,  or  that  I  could  have  been  here  a  week  sooner,  but  it  is  not  too  late 
yet,  and  you  may  rely,  with  absolute  cei-tainty,  that  I  wiU  be  after  Johnston 
with  about  80,000  men,  provided  for  twenty  full  days,  which  will  last  me  forty, 
and  I  will  leave  a  small  rofee  here  at  Goldsboro'  and  repair  the  railroad  up  to  Ea- 
leigh.  If  you  have  a  spare  division  you  might  send  it  to  General  Schofield  to 
help  him  hold  this  line  of  railroad  out  from  Morehead  Oity  to  Goldsboro',  but  I 
will  not  hesitate  to  let  go  railroad  and  everything,  if  I  can  get  at  Joe  Johnston 
in  an  open  field.  If  General  Sheridan  don't  run  his  horses  off  their  legs,  and 
you  can  spare  him  for  a  week  or  so,  let  him  fee!  dowa  for  me,  and  I  think  he  can 
make  a  big  haul  of  horses.  Tell  him  I  make  him  a  free  gift  of  all  the  blooded 
stock  of  North  Carolina,  including  Wade  Hampton's,  whose  pedigree  and  stud 
are  of  high  repute. 

Don't  fail  to  have  Stoneman  break  through  the  mountains  of  west  North  Car- 
olina. He  will  find  plenty  of  Union  men  who  will  aid  him  to  reach  either  your 
army  or  mine,  and  Canby  should,  if  he  takes  Mobile,  get  «p  the  Alabama  river 
about  Selma,  from  which  place  he  can  catch  all  fragments  passing  towards  Texas. 
1  have  an  idea  that  he  can  get  up  the  Alabama  river  even  if  he  do  not  take  Mo- 
bile. I  have  a  report  from  General  Wibon,  who  will,  I  think,  break  up  all  rail- 
road lines  in  Alabama. 
Youi's,  truly. 


Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Guant, 

aty  Poi: 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hkadhuarters  Military  Devipiom  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ih6  field,  Goldsboro',  April  8,  1805—12  m. 
General  Kilpatkick,  Ml  Olive: 

I  now  have  official  intelligence  from  General  Grant  of  the  defeat  of  Lee's 
army,  and  occupation  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond.  He  is  pursuing  the  frag- 
ments, represented  at  20,000,  towards  Danville.  We  move  on  Monday  rapidly 
on  Johnston  towards  B^eigh.  I  sent  you  orders  last  night,  and  now  repeat  the 
substance.  Move  early  on  Monday  by  Troublefield's  store,  Lee's  and  Eleva^ 
tion,  to  strike  the  railroad  between  Smithfleld  and  Ealeigh.  General  Terry  wOl 
move  via  Bentonville  and  Turner's  bridge.  The  main  array  takes  the  main 
road,  crossing  the  Neuse  at  Smithfleld.  Now  is  the  time  for  your  cavalry  to 
work  on  the  Hanks  and  rear  of  Johnston.  I  think  Wheeler  is  between  this  and 
Weldon.  I  think  Butler's  division  has  been  sent  back  to  South  Carolina ;  I  hear 
of  them  between  Wilmington  and  Florence.  Wade  Hampton  is  about  Smith- 
field,  where  I  also  suppose  Johnston  to  be,  though  he  may  have  moved  back 
towards  Ealeigh.     Answer, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Major  General. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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IlEAnnuARTKRs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississipri, 

In  the  field,  April  7,  1865. 
General  Kilpatrick  : 

Spencer  can  Jiave  his  leave.  You  can  communicate  with  me  here  till  Mon- 
day. I  will  then  keep  with  General  Slocuta's  left  corps  near  Uox's  bridge,  and 
be  near  Smithfield  Tuesday,  Afterwards,  on  the  main  road  to  Raleigh,  not  far 
from  the  head  of  column.  General  Sheridan  haa  done  great  service  against  the 
retreatitig  infantry,  cutting  off  and  capturing  whole  brigades  of  infantry,  artil- 
lery and  wagon  trains.  Of  course  I  would  like  you  to  have  new  saddles,  but 
time  won't  wait.  I  will  have  the  telegiaph  and  railroad  keep  up  with  me,  and 
pSiall  habitually  camp  neai  the  wires  to  communicate  back.  We  will  keep  a 
bridge  here  and  at  Cox's.  Terry's  command  will  be  youraupport,  until  weare 
all  across  the  Neuse  at  Smithfield,  when  Genei-al  Slocum  will  be  the  left.  Gen- 
era] Sehofield  with  General  Terry  the  centre,  and  Greneral  Howard  the  right.  I 
intend  to  push  to  Greensboro'  as  fast  as  I  can  do  so,  consistent  with  ordinary 
prudence. 

W.  T.  8HEKMAN, 
Major  General  Commandvag, 


IIeadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  GoUsboro',  N.  C,  April  8,  1865. 
Dear  Macomb  :  You  have  of  course  heai-d  of  the  defeat  by  General  Grant  of 
Lee's  army  at  Petersburg,  and  consequent  occupation  of  Kichraond  and  Peters- 
burg. I  have  letters  from  General  Grant  of  the  5th  from  Wilson's  station,  on 
the  road  towards  Buvkesville,  stating  that  he  is  pushing  the  pursuit  after  the 
retreating  army.  This  changes  our  whole  plans,  and  I  will  move  straight  for 
Raleigh  instead  of  marching  for  the  Eoanoake.  We  will  not,  in  consequence, 
have  any  use  for  Winton  or  Murfreeeboro',  and  if  General  Sehofield  has  sent  any 
troops  up  to  Winton,  he  will  recall  them,  and  use  them  to  cover  our  railroads. 
I  expect  to  march  on  Monday,  10th,  on  Raleigh  and  maybe  Greensboro',  and  I 
give  you  this  notice  that  you  may  not  be  disappointed  in  the  recall  of  troops 
from  tlie  Chowan.  So  far  as  my  operations  are  concerned  for  the  nest  month, 
all  I  ask  is  that  the  sounds  and  channels  leading  up  to  Newbern  and  Kinstoa 
be  patrolled  by  the  gunboats.  Hoping  to  meet  you  again  soon, 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Captain  W.  N".  Macomb,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Squadron,  Albemarle  Sound. 


Headquartkrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Goldsboro',  April  8,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 
General  Meibs,  Morehead  Citi]  : 

Am  just  in  receipt  of  a  cipher  despatch  from  Genei-al  Grant,  at  Burkesville,  of 
6th.  He  is  pressing  Lee  hard,  and  expects  to  scatter  his  whole  army.  Davis 
and  cabinet  are  at  DanviUe.  Tell  Major  Leet,  who  comes  down  to-day,  to  get 
to  Old  Point  as  quick  as  possible,  and  get  a  message  to  General  Gi'ant,  at  any 
cost,  that  I  will  push  Joe  Johnston  to  l£e  death. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


)y  Go  Ogle 


6a\)  REPORT  OF  MAJUK  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

[Cipher  telegram.] 

BuBKESViLLE,  Va.,  April  6,  1S65. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman'  : 

We  have  Lee'a  army  pressed  hard ;  his  men  scattering  and  going  to  their 
homes  hy  the  thousand. 

He  is  endeavoring  to  reach  Danville,  where  Je£F.  Davis  and  hia  cabinet  have 
gone.  I  shall  press  the  pursuit  to  the  end.  Push  Johnston  at  the  same  time, 
and  let  us  iinish  up  this  job  at  once. 

U.  S.  &EANT, 

Zdeutenant  General. 


HKAnauARTKRS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississirn, 

In  the  field,  Smithjield,  N.  C,  April  11,  1865. 
General  :  Your  note  is  received.  Tou  need  not  have  the  Lowell  factory 
destroyed.  I  will  wait  our  reception  at  Raleigh  to  shape  our  general  policy. 
You  may  instruct  General  Logau  to  exact  bonds  that  the  factory  shall  not  bo 
used  for  the  confederacy.  Of  coui-se,  the  bond  is  not  worth  a  cent ;  but  if  tho 
factory  owners  do  not  abide  by  the  conditions,  they  eanoot  expect  any  mercy 
tbe  next  time. 

Until  we  get  to  SaJeigh  I  propose  to  keep  up  counexioa  back  with  Goldsboro'. 
I  shall  await  your  coming  to-morrow  morning.  I  send  you  a  Raleigh  paper  of 
the  10th. 

Yours, 


Major  General  0.  0,  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


yr.  T.  SHERMAW, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headhuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Smithfidd,  N.  C,  April  11,  1865.— 10.30. 
General  ;  General  Slocujn  has  two  bridges  done,  and  wiU  cross  early  and 
go  to  the  point  on  the  railroad,  twelve  miles  out,  knowu  as  Stalling's,  (Guiley's 
on  our  map.)  We  have  questioned  the  doctors  and  preachere,  who  all  agree 
that  our  map  is  suhatantially  correct,  and  that  there  is  but  oue  road  between 
Swift  creek  and  the  Neuse,  until  abreast  of  Guiley's. 

General  Kilpatrick  reported  from  Moore's  house,  on  Middle  crock,  (not  on 
ova  map,)  which  must  be  up  near  Leachburg;  he  reports  bridges  burned.  If  in 
your  pTOgi-ess  you  judge  Johnston  to  be  beyond  Raleigh  and  no  fight,  you  can 
go  as  far  to  the  westward  as  you  please,  aiming  towards  Chapel  Hill  and  Hiils- 
boro'.  Tou  are  safe  in  leaviug  your  wagons  under  small  escort  to  follow  until 
we  are  sure  of  Raleigh. 

General  Howard's  two  corps  are  at  Pine  Level  and  Lowell  factoiy,  and  will 
keep  welt  up  on  this  side  the  Neuse,  unless  wanted. 

I  would  give  you  the  middle  or  direct  road,  but  judge  time  important,  to  save 
fortifying  by  the  enemy,  but  will  give  you  the  centre  as  soon  as  you  get  Cos 
and  'Terry  together.  In  reporting  your  position  use  names  ou  my  map,  though 
incorrect. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Gen.  Schofield,  wea/  Fennon'a  bridge. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mrssissippi, 

In  the  field,  Smitkjeld,  JV.  C,  April  11,  1865—10.30  p.  m. 

General  :  Please  hereafter,  in  repoi-ting  your  position,  to  use  names  on  our 
map.  "  Moore's,"  ott  Middle  creek,  is  not  down.  I  suppose  you  to  be  abont  the 
mill  without  name.  Ton  may  count  on  my  being  near  Udley's  store  to-morow 
night,  and  yon  may  go  as  near  Ealeigh  as  you  can.  I  have  Raleigh  papers  of 
the  loth ;  Stoueman  is  raiding  strong  near  Greensboro',  and  Wheeler  is  af.er 
him.  A  portion  of  Wade  Hampton's  cavalry  ia  cut  off  over  towards  Weldou 
(Nahunta  swamp.)  I  don't  think  Hampton  has  2,000  cavalry  with  him,  and 
this  is  your  chance.  I  will  push  all  the  columns  straight  on  Raleigh.  I  don't 
care  about  Raleigh  now,  but  want  to  defeat  and  destroy  the  confederate  army. 
Therefore  you  may  run  any  risk.  Of  courae  don't  break  the  railroad,  except  to 
the  rear  (west)  of  Johnston,  as  we  want  the  railroad  up  to  Ealeigh. 

General  Wilson  has  taken  Selma,  and  ia  threatening  Montgomery.  He  had 
whipped  Red  Jackson,  27  miles  from  Selma,  and  at  8eima  knocked  Forrest  ail 
to  pieces.  Rebel  papere  report  Forrest  wounded  in  three  places.  Abe  Buford 
to  defend  Montgomery  with  citizens.  Dick  Taylor  ran  westward  from  Selma. 
Maury  cooped  up  in  Mobile.  General  Grant  is  between  Johnston  and  Lee.  They 
cannot  commanicato.     Davia  is  at  Danville. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Maji^r  General. 
Gen.  KiLPATRiCK,  Commanding  Cavalry, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  SmUhfield,  N.  C,  April  12,  18(i5 — 3  a.m. 
Genbbal  :  I  have  this  moment  received  yonr  telegram  annonncing  the  sur- 
render of  Lee's  army,  I  hardly  know  how  to  express  my  feelings,  but  you  can 
imagine  them.  The  terms  you  have  given  Lee  are  magnanimous  and  liberal. 
Should  Johnston  follow  Lee's  example,  I  shall,  of  coarse,  grant  the  same.  He 
is  retreating  before  me  on  Raleigh,  and  I  shall  be  there  to-morrow.  Roads  are 
heavy,  but  under  the  inspiration  of  the  news  from  you,  we  can  march  twenty- 
five  miles  a  day.  I  am  twenty-seven  miles  from  Ealeigh,  but  some  of  my  army 
is  eight  miles  behind.  If  Johnston  retreat  south,  I  will  follow  him  to  insure 
the  scattering  his  force,  and  capture  of  the  locomotives  and  cars  at  Charlotte. 
But  I  take  it,  he  will  surrender  at  Ealeigh.  General  Kitpatrick's  cavaliy  is 
teri  miles  to  the  south  and  west  of  me,  viz:  on  Middle  creek,  and  I  have  sent 
Major  Andenreid  with  orders  for  him  to  make  for  the  south  and  west  of  Raleigh 
by  five  different  roads.  The  railroad  is  being  repaired  from  Goldsboro'  to 
Raleigh,  hut  I  will  not  aim  to  cariT  it  further.  I  shall  expect  to  hear  of  Gen- 
eral Sheridan,  in  case  Johnston  does  not  surrender  at  Raleigh  ;  with  a  little 
more  cavalry,  I  would  be  sure  to  capture  the  whole  army. 
Touvs,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Lieut  Gen.  U,  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Virginia. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  thg  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Gulley's,  IS,  1865— 7  p.m. 
General  Kilpatbick  : 

YoTir  note  is  received.     Certainly  you  may  go  into  Ealeigh  to-night  and  press 
Johnston's  rear.     I  want  him  to  go  towards  GreensboiiD',  and  I  will  cut  across 

HO.  eao.  Google 
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to  Charlotte  via  Ashboro'.     Cut  acros 
will  come  to  Raleigh   early.     Keep  n 
retreat  as  often  as  possible. 
Tours,  in  haste. 


W.  T,  SHERMAN,  Major  General 


Headquarters  Militaby  Division  of  thm  Mjssfssippi, 

In  iheJieU,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April  13,  1S65. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U,  S.  Gkant, 

City  Point,  Virginia : 

We  entered  Raleigh  this  morning.     Johnston  has  retreated  westward.     I  stall 

move  to  Ashville  and  Salisbury  or  Charlotte.     I  hope  General  Sheridan  is 

coining  this  way  with  his  cavdry.     If  I  can  bring    Johnston  to  a   stand,  I 

shall  soon  fix  him.     The  people  here  have  not  lieard  of  the  surrender  of  Lee 


and  hardly  credit  it.     All  well. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headqoabtbes  Military  D^YISIo^  of  the  Misscssipm, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  April  13,  1865. 
Cenehal:  Yours  of    11.50  a.  rn.  is  received  and  quite  satisfactory,  and 
the  general  wishes  you  to  keep  pushing  the  enemy.     To-night  the  general  will 
inform  you  of  the  coming  move.     The  columns  are  closing  up  here  now. 
Have  you  captured  any  railroad  stock  ?  No  further  news. 
I  am,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
General  KiLPATaiCK,  Cojnmanding. 


Hbauqijartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  BIisrissihfi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  A^il  13,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  been  out  and  am  jiwt  back,  and  hasten  to  answer  yours 
of  to-day.     I  have  two  locomotives  here,  and  will  send  one  up  the  road  to  bring 
back  the  cars  you  have  captured.     Please  have  pickets  along  the  road  so  as  to 
advise  the  conductor  where  to  stop. 

It  win  take  all  day  to-morrow  to  close  up  our  trains  and  to  draw  out  on  the 
new  lines  of  operations,  of  which  T  will  fully  advise  you  to-morrow.  Rest 
your  animals  to-morrow,  or  confine  yoar  operations  to  mere  feints,  and  be  leady 
for  work  the  nest  day.  I  think  we  may  expect  General  Sheridan  down  soon. 
I  think  I  can  force  Johnston  to  disperse  bis  army  or  accept  battle  in  a  few  days, 
and  will  proceed  as  fast  as  I  can  get  troops  into  position.  We  will  hold  Raleigh, 
and  repair  roads  and  telegraph  back  to  Goldaboro', 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major  General  Covimandi'og, 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Hka DQUARTEBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MlSSlSSIPPf, 

h,  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.   C,  April  14,  1865. 
General  Easton,  INewhem  i 

I  Vp'aiit  the  road  repaired  up  to  Raleigh  and  put  in  order,  hut  no  atores  sent 
up  till  yow  hear  we  need  them.  I  suppose  Johnston  to  be  about  Grreenaboro' 
and  Salisbury,  and  I  must  go  there,  and  will  endeavor  to  captnre  hia  army  and 
materials.  Of  course  he  cannot  fight  me  now,  and  all  I  fear  he  may  scatter  bis 
men  and  escape.  We  will  take  vast  amonnta  of  railroad  stock  and  other  prop- 
erty, because  it  cannot  escape  us,  bnt  it  will  take  time  to  run  it  down  to  the  sea- 
coast.  G-ovemor  Vance  sought  an  interview  with  me,  bnt  before  I  got  hia  mes- 
senger back  our  cavaliy  approached  Raleigh,  and  he  went  off  for  fear  of  arrest. 
I  have  sent  ont  for  him  to  come  and  see  me,  with  a  promise  of  safety.  Keep 
General  Grant  advised  of  my  whereabouts,  by  all  chances.  The  troops  are  now 
moving,  but  I  will  cot  go  till  to-moiTOW,  I  will  garrison  Goldsboro'  and  Raleigh. 
Send  me  aay  news  that  may  reach  yoa.  Trains  all  up  and  in  good  condition. 
I  think  I  will  find  forage  enough,  bat,  in  any  event,  the  grass  and  wheat  fields 
begin  to  give  us  pasturage. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Covimanding. 


HEADiiUARTKRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April    U,  1865. 

General  :  I  sent  you  orders  to-day,  but  now  enclose  you  a  copy.  You  see 
1  am  to  put  my  aimy  where,  if  Johnatoa  tries  to  pass  out  by  Charlotte,  I  can 
strike  Lim  in  flank,  but  if  he  remains  at  Greensboro'  I  shall  capture  the  whole. 
All  I  expect  of  you  is  to  keep  ap  a  delusion,  viz :  that  we  are  following  him  via 
the  University  and  Hillsboro',  until  I  get  my  infantry  heads  of  column  acroaa 
the  Haw  river,  when  I  want  you  to  cross  also,  and  feel  out  towarda  Greensboro', 
till  I  got  to  Asbbovo',  when,  if  he  remains  at  Greensboro',  I  can  approach  him  from 
the  south  and  force  him  to  battle,  to  surrender,  or  disperse.  You  will  per- 
ceive that  we  save  a  couple  of  days  by  cutting  across  the  bend  in  the  direction 
of  Salisbury.  I  am  very  anxious  to  prevent  bis  escape  towards  Georgia,  If 
be  does  go  to  Georgia  we  can  capture  all  the  rolling  stock  and  vast  amounts  of 
property  on  the  road  from  Salisbnry  back  to  Greensboro'.  The  governor  aaks 
lue  to  suspend  bostilitiea  and  to  confer  with  him.  I  am  willing  to  confer  with 
Lim,  but  not  to  aospend  hoatilitiea,  1  will  not  suspend  bostilitiea  till  Johnaton'a 
army  ia  captured  or  scattored. 

Gfeneval  Howard  to-morrow  will  have  one  corps  at  Jones'a  station,  and  one  at 
Morrison's  station.  Next  day  all  move  by  separate  roads  for  Ashboro'.  My 
army  is  very  large,  and  cannot  move  as  fast  as  Johnston,  who  has  the  assist- 
ance of  the  railroads.  I  am  in  hopes  that  General  Sheridan  will  come  down, 
when  he,  wilh  the  aid  of  your  cavalry,  can  get  ahead  of  him,  and  hold  him  until 
we  get  up,  when  we  can  make  abort  work  of  him. 

The  people  here  manifest  more  signs  of  subjugation  than  I  Lave  yet  seen,  but 
Jeff.  Davis  has  more  lives  than  a  cat,  and  we  must  not  trnst  him.     If  yon  reach 
tbe  University  do  not  disturb  its  libraries,  buildings,  or  specific  property. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding 

General  Kilpatrice,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


KEPORT  or  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAH. 


Hradquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  AprU  14,  1865. 
Gkxerai,  :  The  letter  by  flag  of  truce  is  from  General  Johnatou,  which  is 
the  heginning  of  the  end.  Send  my  answer  at  once,  and  to-morrow  do  not  ad- 
vance your  cavalry  beyond  the  University,  or  to  a  point  abreast  of  it  on  the 
railroad.  I  will  be  up  to  Morrisville  to-morrow  to  receive  the  answer,  and  it 
may  be  to  confer  with  General  Johnston.  The  infantry  will  come  to  Morrisville. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Mo>j-  General. 
General  Kilpatkick, 

f  Cavalry. 


Headqttarters  Military  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Ealeigk,  N.  C,  April  14,  1865—12  m. 
General:  The  general-in-chief  is  juet  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from 
General  Johnston,  C.  S.  A.,  which  is  ihe  forerunner  to  events  that  may  obviate 
our  contemplated  long  march.  You  will,  therefore,  by  his  direction,  to-morrow 
(15lh)  place  one  corps  of  yonr  command  at  Holly  Springs,  and  the  other  just 
ontside  of  Ealeigh,  in  the  direction  of  the  proposed  march,  and  there  await  fur- 
ther directions  from  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON". 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Major  General  J.  M.  Schofikld, 

Commanding  Army  of  Ohio. 


Headqi'arters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ike  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April  14,  1865—12  ra.  d. 
General  :  The  generai-in- chief  is  just  in  receipt  of  deepatches  from  General 
Johnston,  0.  8.  A.,  which  are  tending  to  the  end  of  making  unneceseary  our 
contemplated  long  march.  You  will,  therefore,  by  his  direction,  to-morrow 
place  one  corps  of  yonr  command  at  Morrisville,  and  the  other  at  Jones's  station, 
and  there  await  further  directions  from  him  before  eontinning  the  march.  The 
general  will  go  to  Morrisville  for  further  communication, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M:  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Major  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

"  "*  f  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


HEADttCARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  TUB  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April  14,  1865. 
General  Easton,  Newhem : 

The  capture  of  Selma  is  also  announced  in  rebel  papers.  I  expect  every  hour 
an  answer  from  General  Johnston,  but  shall  start  to-mon-ow  towards  Aahboro', 
unless  he  makes  clear  and  satisfactory  terms.  You  bad  better  hold  yourself 
prepared  to  give  us  forage  here  when  the  railroad  is  done,  as  we  have  enough 
provision  on  hand ;  but  send  nothing  this  side  of  Goldsboro'  until  ordered  by 
myself  or  some  army  commander. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Hkadquarters  Military  Divistow  of  the  Mississipp!, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  April  14,  1865. 
GE^"EBAL  :  I  have  failt  in  General  JoBneton'a  personal  sincerity,  and  do  not 
believe  he  would  use  a  subterfuge  to  eover  bia  movements.  He  eould  not  stop 
the  movement  of  his  troops  till  he  got  my  letter,  wbieb  I  hear  was  delayed  all 
day  yesterday  by  your  adjutant's  not  sending  it  forward.  If  he  gains  on  us  by 
the  time  lost,  we  will  make  it  up  at  the  expense  of  Korth  Carolina.  Major 
McCoy  iffill  be  with  you,  and  will  receive  Johnston's  letter,  and  I  will  instruct 
him  to  open  it  and  send  me  contents.  My  orders  are  for  ail  to  be  ready  to 
move.  Yesterday  the  roads  were  impassable  to  trains,  but  if  the  weather  be 
favorable  they  will  be  good  to-morrow. 

W.  T.  81IERMAK, 

Major  General. 
General  luLrATniCK,  DurJiam's. 


Headhuartrrs  Military  Divisio?)  of  the  Missisaippi, 

In  tJieJield,  Raleigh,  April  14,  1865. 
General  :  The  general- in-ebief  has  arranged  for  a  meeting  with  Genei-al  J. 
E.  Johnston,  near  Durham's  station,  North  Carolina  railroad,  at  12  m.,  April  17, 
and  to  accomplish  it  will  leave  here  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow,  by  railroad.  Until 
further  orders  he  directs  that  all  troops  will  remain  as  they  are  at  this  time.  The 
movemerits  as  directed  in  Special  Field  Orders  No.  65  being  for  the  time  sus- 


pended. 


fith  respect. 


;.  W.  Slociim, 
CommandiTig  Army  of  Georgia. 


L.  M.  DATTON, 
Aseistanl  Adjuiunt,  General. 


Hbadqwarteks  Military  Division  of  thi;  Miffiissirn, 

In  the  field,  Afril  18,  1S65— 9.30  p.  m. 
General  Easton,  Morehead.: 

Major  Hitchcock  leaves  here  in  an  hour  for  Washington  with  despatches  of 
great  importance.  Have  the  most  fleet  steamer  you  can  obtain  ready  on  his 
ai-riva!  toTtake  him  direct  to  Washington,  and  retnra  subject  to  his  orders.  He 
will  telegraph  yon  from  Goldsboro'  and  Newbem,  and  you  can  calculate  the 
time  you  will  have,  tut  be  must  not  be  delayed  a  minute. 
By  order  of  Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman. 

L.  M.  DATTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


[By  iole^;r:ip'n  to  Morel«?ad  City,  si 

Heauqtiartees  Military  Divisio.\  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April  83,  1865. 
■  General  Wilson  held  Macon  on  the  20tli,  with  Howell  Cobb.  G.  W.  Smith, 
and  others  as  prisoner's ;  but  they  claim  the  benefit  of  my  armistice,  and  he  has 
telegraphed  to  me,  through  the  rebel  lines,  for  orders.  I  have  answered  him  that 
be  may  draw  out  of  Macon,  and  hold  his  command  for  further  orders,  unless 
h^  has  i-eason  to  believe  that  -rebels  are  chaiiging  the  status  to  our  prejudice, 
.s  25 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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A  brigade  of  rebels  offered  to  surrender  to  me  yesterday,  but  I  prefer  to  make 
one  grand  finaU,  which  I  believe  to  he  perfectly  practicable.  There  will  be  ao 
trouble  in  adjusting  mattei'S  in  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  and  I 
think  South  Carolina  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  Charleston  and  'Columbia  in 
ruins.  AH  we  a>vait  is  an  answer  from  you  and  the  President,  Weatber  fine 
and  roads  good.     Troops  ready  for  fight  or  home. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


HliADQUAKTEHS  MiLITAIlY  DlVISIOX  OP  THli  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  April  S4,  1865. 
Genera]  Kilpatrick  : 

Send  the  enclosed  notice  to  General  Johnston  immediately  by  an  officer,  who 
will  obtain  a  receipt  for  it,  and  send  the  same  to  me.  It  is  a  notice  that  the  truce 
will  end  forty-eight  hours  after  the  notice  reaches  the  rebel  lines. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HBADaUAETBRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MiSSlSSIPl'I, 

h  tJeJiell  Ralegh    N  C    April  2i,  1S65—G  s.  m. 
General  JoHi\STO\,  C   ran  ndtng  Confcle  ate  A-mj  Greensboro'; 

You  will  take  not  ce  th  t  t!  e  truce  or  ''uspe  s  on  of  hostilities  agreed  to 
between  us  will  cease  n  fo  tj  e  ^ht  bus  after  th  s  a  received  at  your  lines, 
under  fii-st  of  the  articl  b  of  o      agr  ement 

W  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


HbADQCAETBRS  MlLITABY  DIVISION    OF  THE  MlSSISSIPrl, 

I)j  the  field,  Raleigh,  April  24,  1865. 
General  Johnston,  Commanding  Confederate  Armies : 

I  have  replies  from  Washington  to  my  commanications  of  April  18.  I  am 
instructed  to  limit  my  operations  to  your  immediate  command,  and  not  to  attempt 
civil  negotiations.  I  therefore  demand  the  surrender  of  your  army  on  the 
same  terms  as  were  given  General  Lee,  at  Appomattox,  of  April  9th,  instant, 
pmely  and  simply. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandirig. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April  24,  1865. 
Gener^  Gillmore,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.  : 

Send  several  couriers  by  different  routes  by  land  from  Savannah  to  General 
Wilson,  at  Macon,  that  the  truce  is  at  an  end  and  hostilities  are  resumed,  and  that 
he  will  ga  on  and  act  according  to  original  orders.     Tou  will  also  do  the  same. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Mt^or  General  Commanding, 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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llEAnauAitTEKs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

U  theJieU,  N.  C,  April  25,  1865. 
General  ;  You  may  make  your  orders  to  start  to-morrow  towards  the  enemy 
wherever  we  may  find  him,  and  instead  of  following  the  route  preacrihed  in 
Special  Field  Orders  No.  55,  you  may  cover  the  railroad  and  cover  it  substantially 
in  the  direction  of  G-reenshoro'  and  Salisbury.  Oolonel  Wright  will  be  ordered 
to  repair  it  behind  ua  as  far  as  the  company's  shops  in  Alamance  county. 
I  am,  &e., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Convnanding. 
Major  General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  Korlh   Carolma. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tlie  field,  Raleigh,  April  26,  1865. 
General  JiiLPATiiicK,  Durham's  : 

No  orders  further  than  to  hold  your  commaad  well  in  hand,  ready  to  move 
on  notice ;  but  no  movemetita  will  he  made  until  after  the  interview  between 
Generals  Johubton  and  Sherman  has  terminated.  Please  haveahotit  20  borsea 
ready,  as  Generals  Howard,  Schofield,  and  probably  Blair,  will  go  up  with 
the  general. 

The  dismounted  men  will  go  up  with  yoar  train  in  the  moniing,  as  the  locomo- 
tives cannot  haul  sufficient  number  of  cars  to  accommodate  them, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headui/arteus  Military  Divisiojj  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  April  26,  1865. 
Gbneral  •  The  gencral-in-chief  will  again  meet  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  C 
S.  A.,  on  same  conditions  of  armistice  as  on  the  iSth  instant.     He  directs  that 
yon  hold  your  command  at  rest,  bat  well  in  hand,  ready  for  further  move  ou 
.  notice  from  him. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Llajor  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Major  Genei-al  H.  "VV.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Army  of  Georgia, 


Headquarters  Militahy  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Fort  Monroe,  May  8,  1865. 
General  Schofikld,  Raleigh: 

Have  arrived  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  will  go  to  City  Point  to-morrow.  Tel- 
egraph to  General  Wilson  to  act  in  all  matters  according  to  his  own  good  sense, 
and  in  a  day  or  so  I  will  hear  from  Genera!  Grant,  whether  I  am  to  command 
my  own  subordinates  or  not.  Generals  Howard  and  Slocum  have  reached 
Petersburg, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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HuADaUARTERS  MiLlTABY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejidd,  Fm-tress  Monroe,  May  8,  1865—12  p.  m. 
General  Grant,  Washington: 

I  liave  full  despatebes  from  General  Wilson  of  the  6th.  One  boat  has  ar- 
lived  at  Augusta  all  right.  He  is  after  Davis,  who  cannot  escape,  save  in  dis- 
guise ;  but  he  is  reported  in  Georgia,  escorted  by  about  70  officers,  as  a  special 
body-guard,  and  about  3,000  eav^ry. 

Does  Mr.  Stanton's  newspaper  order  take  General  Wilson  from  my  command, 
or  shall  I  continue  to  order  him  ?  If  I  have  proven  incompetent  to  manage 
my  own  command,  let  me  know  it. 

W.  T,  SHERMAN, 

Major  Generoi. 


Headciuakters  MilitaHy  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Manchester,  Va.,  May  9,  1865. 
Genera!  Schofikld,  Raleigh  : 

Tour  despatch  is  received.  Notify  General  Wilson  that  he  must  get  forage 
in  Georgia  for  the  present.  I  will  notify  General  Grant  of  hia  wants,  by  tele- 
graph, and  await  hia  instructions. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

■  In  the  field,  Manchester,  Va.,  May  9,  1865. 
Genehal  :  I  have  joined  my  army  al  Manchester,  opposite  Richmond,  and 
await  yoitr  orders.     General  Wilson  telegraphs  through  General  Scbofield  for 
hay  and  forage  for  20,000  animals,  to  he  sent  up  the  Savannah  river  to  Angiwta. 
Under  Secretaiy  Stanton's  newspaper  oi-dei-s,  taking  Wilson  substantially  from 
my  command,-!  wish  you  would  give  the  orders  necessary  for  the-.case. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


l-Cldef. 


[Cipher.] 
nEADQUAGTERS  MlLITABY  DIVISION  OP  THE  SIlSSISSIlTI, 

In  the  field.  City  Point,  Va.,  May  9,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  City  Point,  pnrsuant  to 
your  orders,  and  my  army  is  reported  by  General  Easton,  q^uarterm aster,  to  be 
at  Manchester,  opposite  Kichmoud.  I  have,  as  yet,  seen  no  orders  for  me  to 
come  to  Alexandria,  although  that  was  contemplated  by  you  at  Raleigh.  Will 
you  please  telegraph  me  orders  at  Manchester,  where  1  will  forthwith  join  the 
army.     I  have  nothing  from  yon  since  you  left  Raleigh, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Gmeral. 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Washington,  D.  G. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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llaADyUARTERS  MiLiTARV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Manchester,  Va.,  May  10,  1S65. 
Lieut.  Ueiierftl  Grant,  Washingtim,  D.  0.: 

YoHi-  despatch,  directing  me  to  luiirch  my  command  to  Alexandria,  just  re- 
ceived, I  have  ordered  the  ai-my  of  Georgia  to  move  to-mowow,  and  the  army 
of  the  Tennessee  to  follow  next  day. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN", 

Major  General. 


HBADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  TRE  MiSS 

On  the  road,  Concord  Church,  25  miles  firom 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  12,  186.')~4  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant,  Washington  : 

The  following  despatch  from  General  Wilson  ia  just  received  and  sent  for 
.  your  informatioa. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[By  telegrapl,  from  Macon  Gn.,  May  10,  J865— 3  p.  m.] 
Major  General  Sherman,  througJi  General  Schofield  : 

Captain  Abrsham,  of  General  Upton's  division,  yesterday  received  surrender  of 
two  hiigades  rebel  cavalry,  two  thousand  strong,  at  Washington,  Georgia,  includ- 
ing Generals  Vaughn,  Dibbrell,  Elzey,  Williams,  Loomis,  Gilmer,  and  Lawton. 
General  Oroxton  is  now  engaged  in  paroling  Ferguson's  hiigade  at  Forsyth. 
Balance  of  the  rebel  cavalry,  which  started  as  Jeff.  Davis's  escort,  has  either 
been  surrendered  or  gone  home.  General  Vanghn  fold  General  Upton  that  he 
had  received  positive  ordere  to  escort  Davis  to  Mississippi  river,  but  on  his  arrival 
at  Washington  determiaed  to  go  no  farther.  The  money  Davis  had  with  him 
(doubtless  over-estimated)  has  been  paid  his  troops,  and  scattered  through  the 
country  around  Washington.  Lieutenant  Touman,  a  very  energetic  and  capable 
oiScer,  reports  Davia  on  night  of  the  7lh  tried  to  cross  Chattahoochee  at  Warsaw, 
hut  lost  his  trail.  Yonmau  himself  crossed  Chattahoochee  at  Vining's  late  same 
night.  Since  then  he  has  not  been  heard  from.  General  Winslow  seems  to  think 
bis  report  probable,  though  he  favors  now  the  idea  that  he  may  have  turned 
south.  Alexander's  brigade  is  iji  the  neighborhood  of  Marietta.  Will  sti'ike  trail 
if  there  ia  one.  My  troops  are  all  over  JSTorth  Gi^orgia,  at  Warrenton,  Athens, 
JIadiaon,  Warsaw,  Lawrenceville,  and  other  places,  with  scouts  on  every  road. 
The  couiitiy  southward,  eastward,  and  west  is  also  thoroughly  patrolled. 
J.  H.  WILSON, 

Breeei  Major  General. 


HgadquartiiRS  Mflitary  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Frederkhshurg,  Va.,  May  15,  1865. 
;al  :  I  have  to  report  my  arrival  here.     I  left  General  Slocum  at  noon 
ellorsville,  and  he  will  cross  the  14th  at  Raccoon  ford,  and  30th  at 
U.  S.  Ford  to-morrow.     General  Logan  is  not  yet  in,  and  I  saspect  he  has  found 
his  i-oada  badly  cut  ap  hy  the  troops  that  preceded  him. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Mfjur  General. 
General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Washington,  D.  O. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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IIeaiiquauters  Military  Dfvision  of  the  1 

In  the  field,  Alexandria,  Va.,  May  19,  1865. 

General  :  I  liaye  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  camp  near  the  Washing- 
ton road,  three  miles  north  of  Alexandria.  All  my  army  should  be  in  camp 
near  hy  to-day. 

The  16th  corps,  the  last  to  leave  Richmond,  camped  last  night  at  the  Oceoquan. 

I  have  seen  the  orders  for  the  review  in  the  papers,  but  Colonel  Sawyer  says 
it  is  not  herein  official  form.  I  am  old-fashioned,  and  prefer  to  see  orders  through 
some  other  channels,  but  if  that  be  the  new  fashion,  so  be  it.  I  will  be  all  ready 
by  Wednesday,  though  in  the  rough.  Troops  have  not  been  paid  for  eight  or 
ten  months,  and  eiothiag  may  he  bad,  but  a  better  sot  of  legs  and  arms  cannot 
be  displayed  on  this  continent. 

Send  me  all  orders  and  letters  you  may  have  for  me,  and  let  some  one  news- 
paper know  that  the  vandal  Shei'man  is  encamped  near  the  canal  bridge,  half- 
Tvay  between  the  Long  bridge  and  Alexandria,  to  the  west  of  the  road,  where  his 
friends,  if  any,  can  find  him. 


friend, 


General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,   Washingi 


Headquarters  MiLiTAiiv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  camp  near  Washington,  May  28,  1865. 
General:  I  see  no  public  business  that  calls  for  my  further  stay  at  Wash- 
ington. I  have  made  my  full  testimony  before  the  "  Committee  on  the  Conduct 
of  the  War,"  aa  ordered  j  and  the  four  corps,  under  my  command  here,  ai-e  in 
good  camps,  and  the  company  and  field  officers  are  busy  upon  the  muster-rolls 
and  papers  needed  for  the  payment  of  Ihe  troops,  and  for  disbanding  of  such  aa 
«re  entitled  to  discharge  under  existing  orders.  Tow  remember  that  the  com- 
manders of  military  divisions  have  nothing  to  do  with  such  matters,  so  that  my 
longer  presence  is  unnecessary.  I  will  therefore  ask  for  an  order,  or  for  insti'uc- 
tions  to  retarn  to  the  west — say  Louisville,  Kentncky,  or  wherever  the  general 
thinks  I  should  take  post.  If  the  ten'itory  north  of  the  Ohio  river  is  to  he  in- 
cluded in  the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  I  would  prefer,  for  the  sake  of 
economy,  to  reside  in  Oincianati,  I  would  like  to  take  New  York  and  Chicago 
in  my  route  west,  to  keep  appointments  made  by  my  family  before  my  anival 
here.  I  will  be  ready  to  leave  Washington  on  Wednesday. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandijig. 
Colonel  T.  5.  Bowebs, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  IleadgyMrteTS  Armies  United  Stales. 


Laxcaster,  Ohio,  Jane  30,  1865. 
General  E.  D.  Tow^-jekd, 

Assistant  AdjiUant  General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Despatcher  received.    Assignment  to  St.  Louis  perfectly  satisfactory. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


>y  Go  Ogle 
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Laxcaster,  Ohio,  June  30,  1865. 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Waskingtmi,  I).  C.t 
My  asBignment  to  St.  Louis  is  perfectly  aatisfactory.     I  go  to  Cincinnati 
to-day,  Jiad  will  go  to  Louiaviile,  and  it  may  he  to  St.  Louia,  before  I  come  back. 
W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major  General. 

All  of  wliicii  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  seryant, 

"VV.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  United  Slates  Army. 

HEADUrARTERS  MILITARY  DiVISlOS  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

fit.  Lomn,  MiasouH,  Novemhcr  21,  1865. 
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REPORT 

MAJOR  (lENERAL  GEORGE  IJ.  THOMAS 

HOS.  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CONDUCT  OP  THE  VAR. 


COMMANDING  DETACHMENT  SECOND  UNITED  STATES  CAVALRY;  FIRST 
BRIGADE  DEPARTMENT  OP  PEHN8TLVANIA;  PIEST  DIVISION  ARMY 
OF  THE  OHIO;  RIGHT  WING  OF  ARMY  BEFORE  CORINTH;  "SECOND 
IN  COMMAND"  ARMY  OP  THE  OHIO;  "CENTRE"  ARMY  OF  THE  CUM- 
BERLAND ;  POURTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CUM- 
BERLAND; PROM  NOVEMBER  1,  J860,  TO  OCTOBER  19,  1863. 


H"ashville,  Tei\.\essee,  MarcJi  9,  1866. 

Sir;  In  compliance  with  your  commonication  of  May  22,  1865,  I  have  the 
honor  to  suhmit  the  following  as  a  record  of  the  campaigns  in  which  I  have  been 
engaged  since  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  copies  of  my  reporte, 
aud  those  of  my  principal  subordinates,  as  far  as  available : 

November  1,  1860. — I  left  Camp  Cooper,  Texas,  on  leave  of  absence  for  twelve 
months,  bnt  the  rebellion  of  the  aontliern  States  having  broken  out,  and  the 
second  cavalry,  (of  which  I  was  junior  major,)  by  an  agreement  between  G-eneral 
Twiggs  and  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Texas,  having  been  disarmed  and 
ordered  out  of  the  State,  I  received  orders  at  New  York  city,  April  10,  1861,  to 
take  charge  of  the  i-egiment  on  its  arrival  in  New  York,  conduct  it  to  Carlisle 
barracks,  Pennsylvania,  and  take  prompt  measures  to  refit  it  for  active  semce. 

April  14  to  May  27, 1861. — I  remained  at  Carlisle  barracks,  reorganizing  and 
^'quipping  tlie  second  United  States  cavalry. 

April.  25, 1861. — Was  promoted  lieutenant  colonel  second  United  States  cav- 
alry, vice  R.  E.  Lee,  resigned. 

May  3,  1861. — Was  promoted  colonel  second  United  States  cavalry,  vice  A. 
S.  Johnson,  resigned. 

June  1,  1861. — Reported  for  duty,  at  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  to  Major 
Geueral  Patterson,  United  States  volunteers,  in  accordance  ivith  Special  Order 
No.  — ,  headcLuarters  of  the  army.  May  27,  1861,  with  four  companies  of  the 
second  cavalry  and  the  Philadelphia  City  Troops. 

June  3,  1861. — Assigned  to  command  of  the  first  brigade  of  the  army  of  Penn- 
sylvania, per  Special  Order  No.  — ,  headqnai'ters  department  of  Pennsylvania. 

July  2,  1861, — Commanded  the  brigade  in  the  affair  of  Hoge's  i-un,  in  Pat- 
terson's advance  on  Martinshnrg,  Virginia. 

Ju/y  3,  1861. — Entered  Mai-tinsburg  with  my  brigade  in  advance  of  the  army. 
Commanded  the  advance  guard  in  the  mai-ch  towards  Winchestei',  Virginia,  and 
ili-ove  in  the  enemy's  outpost  at  Bunker  Hill,  July  15,  1861. 

August  17,  1861. — I  was  appointed  brigadier  general  of  volunteers;  was  i-e- 
Ijeved  from  duty  with  the  army  of  the  Shenandoah  August  26,  and  ordered  to 
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report  to  Brigadier  Gfeneral  Eobert  Anderson,  XTnited  States  armj",  tommaiiding 
departmeat  of  the  Cumberland.* 

S^temher  6,  1861, — Reported  for  duty  at  Louiaville,  Kentucky, 

September  12,  1861. — ^Was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Camp  Bick  Robinson, 
Kentucky,  and  assumed  command  September  15,  relieving  Lieutenant  William 
Nelson,  tJnited  States  navy,  who  formerly  commanded  Ihe  camp,  and  was  or- 
ganiaing  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  troops. 

September  15  to  October  14,  1861. — Remained  at  Camp  Dick  Robinson. 
Completed  the  organization  of  and  mustered  into  service  the  first  Kentucky  cav- 
aliy,  fii-st  Kentncky  battery,  the  third,  fourth,  and  aisth  Kentucky  infantry,  and 
the  first  and  second  Tennessee  infantry.  The  fourteenth,  seventeenth,  tiiirty- 
firat,  thirty-eighth  regiments  of  Ohio  infantry,  thirty-third  Indiana  infantiy,  and 
batteries  B  and  0  first  Ohio  light  artillery,  having  ai'rived  and  reported  for  duty, 
were,  with  the  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  troops  above  mentioned,  oi  ^ 
a  brigade,  and  designated  the  first  brigade  army  of  the.  Oumberland.f 

October  14,  1861. — The  enemy,  under  Zollicofi'er,  having  been  reported  on 
the  march  to  invade  Kentucky,  through  Cumberland  &ap,  tlie  fourteenth  and 
seventeenth  Ohio,  the  thirty-third  Indiana,  and  battery  B  first  Ohio  artillery, 
were  ordered,  under  Brigadier  General  A,  Schoepf,  United  States  volunteevs,  to 
re-enforce  the  thiM  Kentucky  infantry  on  outpost  duty  in  Rock  Castle  Hills. 

October  21. — The  position  was  attacked  hy  Zollicoffer,  who  was  beaten  back 
with  considerable  loss.J 

*  Major  General  Patterson  having  been  relieved  from  duty  and  mustered  ont  of  serriee,  the 
dsBignation  of  lis  army  wm  changed  from  the  army  of  Pennsylvania  to  that  of  theShenan- 
doah,  and  Maior  General  H.  F.  Banks  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  same,  August,  1861. 

f  Brigadier  General  Eobert  Anderson,  UoitedStatesarmy,  was  relieved,  at  his  own  request, 
in  command  of  the  army  of  the  Camberland,  by  Brigadier  General  W.  T.  Shennan,  United 
States  volunteers,  October,  1861. 

tAflair  of  Eoofc  Castle  Hills,  or  Wild  Cat,  October  21  and  33,  1861.— (See  the  following 
reports  of  the  samo ; ) 

HEAnQUARTERS  Caivip  Dick  Robinson, 
OctobBT  22,  leei— 4  a,  m. 
Generai,  ;  I  have  just  received  a  despatch  from  General  Schoepf,  at  Rock  Castle  Hills. 
He  writes  that  the  enemy  attacked  the  cjimp  with  six  thousand  Infantry  and  one  thouaand 
five  hundi'ed  cavalry,  and  were  repalsed  and  driven  bade,  as  he  says,  behind  their  intreneh- 
ments.    He  r^orla  four  of  our  men  killed  and  twenty  wounded ;  among  the  latter  was  Cap- 
tain Heruser,  33d  Indiana,  who  rejoined  his  command  after  the  amputation  of  bis  finger. 
General  Schoepf  regards  the  position  as  secure.    I  am  sending  forward  provisions  and  ammu- 
nition, in  addition  k>  the  supply  taken  by  the  troops.  I  thought  it  moreadvisable,  in  the  present 
conioaed  atat«  of  the  quartermaster's  deparljnent  here,  t«  remain  at  this  post  myself,  sending 
forward  Generals  Schoepf  and  Carter,  who  are  on  the  ground  with  5,0OU  men.     As  soon  as  I 
can  arrange  mattors  I  will  go  forward  myself. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier  General  U.  S.  V.,  Com'g. 
Brigadier  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Deparlmenl  of  Cumberland,  LouistilU,  Ky.  * 
Tine  copy: 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Sretet  Major  and  A.  B.  C. 

Heaikil'artbus  Camp  Dick  Eobikson, 
October  23,  ISIii. 
General  :  I  wrote  you  on  ihe  33d,  givine  the  substance  of  General  Schoepf  s  report  of  the 
events  of  the  21st  at  Rock  Castle  HiHs.  I  have  just  received  another  despatch  &om  him,  in 
which  he  reports  that  his  seonts  had  just  returned  and  report  the  enemy  have  fully  retreated  in 
the  direetion  of  Loudon.  Our  loss  is  ascertained  tii  be  fourkilled  and  eighteen  wounded.  On 
examination  of  the  batUe-o'ound,  I  set  the  enemy's  loss  dovfu  at  thirty  killed  and  a  large 
wounded  list — the  latter  taf en  by  them  off  the  S.M,  {as  I  learn  from  an  influential  citizen  in  the 
vicinity,  >  except  three,  who  were  brought  into  our  camp  and  properly  cared  for ;  one  since 
died.  Our  wounded  are  doing  well.  The  three  prisoners,  all  esamined  by  me  separately, 
J.T. .,.„,.-,(  relative  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  viz :  7,000. 
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October  28. — Headquarters  and  balance  of  brigade  advanced  to  Crab  Orchard  * 

Novemher  17. — Ordered  to  move  brigade  to  Lebanon,  Kentucky,  detaching 
the  two  Tennessee  regiments  and  the  third  Kentucky  to  London,  Kentucky,  to 
observe  the  road  throagh  Cumberland  G-ap. 

Novemher  30. — Assigned  to  command  firat  division  ai-niy  of  the  Ohio,  Special 
Order  No.  16,  headquartere  department  of  the  Ohio,  and  ordered  to  concentrate 
the  command  at  Lebanon,  Kentucky,! 

December  31. — Per  instructions  from  department  headquarters,  I  marched 
with  part  of  two  brigades  of  the  division  to  unite  with  the  nrigade  stationed  at 
Somerset,  Kentucky,  and  attack  the  enemy  in  his  intrenched  camp  at  Mill 
Springs.  Learning  of  my  approach,  the  enemy,  under  Major  General  George 
Crittenden,  moved  out  of  his  intreaehmenta,  and  attacked  my  advance  at  Logan's 
Crossroads  at  6  a.  m.,  January  19, 1863.  By  10  a.  m.  he  waa  completely  routed, 
with  one  general  officer  (Zoliicoffer)  killed,  and  fled  iu  diaorder  to  his  intrenched 
camp,  closely  pursued  by  my  command.  By  5  p.  m.  the  camp  waa  cloaely  io- 
veated,  and  dui-iiig  the  night  the  troops  were  disposed  for  an  assault  of  the  worka 
at  daylight  on  the  20tb.  But  with  Uie  aid  of  a  steamer  and  several  flatboata, 
protected  from  the  fire  of  our  artillery  by  the  high  hills  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
the  enemy  succeeded  in  making  good  his  escape  before  morning,  abandoning  all 
his  artillery,  ammunition,  quartermaster  and  commisaary  sappliea,  and  the  per- 
sonal baggage  of  the  oificers,  and  crossing  the  Cumberland  river  with  hia  dia- 


Annexed  please  find  my  report  of  the  battle  of  Mill  Springs,  dated  January 
31,  1S62.  The  reports  of  ray  sub- commanders  are  not  to  be  found  among  the 
records  of  the  department  of  the  Ohio. 

Headquaktehs  Fikst  Division,  Department  of  the  Oino, 

Somerset,  Ky,,  January  31,  1662. 
Captain  ;  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  that,  in  carrying  out  tho  instruetJona  of  the  general 
commanding  tho  department,  contained  in  his  commuoioation  of  the  29th  December,  I 
reached  Logan's  croas-roada,  about  ten  miles  north  ofthe  intrenched  camp  of  the  enemy  on  (he 
Cumberland  river,  on  the  17th  instant,  with  a  portion  of  thesecond  and  third  brigades,  Kenney's 
battery  of  artilleiy,  and  a  battalion  of  Woollord's  cavalry.    The  fourth  an5  tenth  Kentucky, 

The  enemy  fought  well,  approaching  to  within  fifty  yards  of  our  muskets  with  shouts  and 
cheers,  whien  were  promptly  responded  to  by  our  men  under  the  immediate  command  of 
Colonels  Cobum  and  Woolforfl. 

In  the  pocket  of  one  of  the  woonded  prisoners  was  found  a  letter  to  the  eommBuder  of  a 
'■"""""■'"•i)  Tennessee  regiment,  m^ing  him  to  send  forward  his  regiment  to  tie  relief  of  General 
T  i>o,.n  i„,i  ro„vv,n.i  fi-nn,  „  ni»;„^„  ^f,  (iig  route  of  the  retreating  enemy  that  they 


Very  respeolfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

Erigaaier  Geneial  W.  T.  ShbRjuas, 

Comfsandhig  Department  of  Cimlierland. 


"Brigadier  General  W.  T.  Sherman  was  relieved  at  hi 

of  the  Cumberland,  when  the  (iesignation  of  that  army  t — o—  — — r 

and  army  of  the  Ohio,  and  Brigadier  General  D.  C.  Buell,  Uniled  States  volunteers,  s 
to  the  command,  November,  1861. 

t  Zoliicoffer,  being  defeated  at  Eoc):  Castle  Hilla,  fell  back  into  Tennessee,  through  Cumher 
land  Gap.  Keorganiaed  his  forcea  and  attempted  a  second  advance  Into  Kentucky,  bjy  way 
of  Monticelio  and  Somerset,  eacceeding  in  effecting  a  orossing  of  the  Cumberland  nver  at 
Mill  Spring  on  December,  18S1,  and  immediately  intrenched  himself  at  Beech  Grove,  on  tho 
north  bank  of  the  river,  between  Fishing  and  Oak  creeks. 
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t,  detained  by  the  al-, 
i,  tbis  point,  awtut  their  arri- 
te  with  Ghineral  SGhoepf. 

The  tenth  Indiana,  "Woolford'a  eavahy,  and  Kenney's  battery,  took  poaition  on  the  main 
rood  leading  to  the  enemy's  camp.  The  ninth  Ohio  and  tenth  Minnesota  (part  of  Colonel 
McCook'a  brigade)  encamped  three-fonrtha  of  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  Robertapoj't  road. 
Strong  pickets  were  thrown  out  in  the  direotion.of  the  enemy  beyond  whore  the  Someraetand 
Mill  brings  road  comes  into  tho  msun  road  from  my  camp  to  Mill  Springs,  and  a  picket  of 
cayalry  aome  distance  in  advance  of  the  infantry.  General  Schoepf  visited  rae  on  the  day  of 
my  arrival,  and  after  eonanltation  I  directed  him  to  Bend  to  my  camp  Stacdart's  battery,  the 
twelfth  Kentucky,  and  the  first  and  second  Tennessee  regiments,  to  remain  until  the  arrival 
of  the  regiments  in  the  rear. 

Having  received  information  on  the  evemngof  the  17th  that  a  large  train  of  wagons  with  its 
escort  were  encamped  on  the  Eobertsport  and  Danville  road,  about  sis  miles  from  Colonel 
Steedman'a  cami),  1  sent  an  order  to  hira  to  sendhisw^oosforwardundora  strong  guard,  and 
to  march  with  his  regiment  (the  fourteenth  Ohio)  and  the  tenlJi  Kentucky,  Colonel  Harlan, 
with  one  day's  raUona  in  their  haversacks,  to  the  point  where  tho  enemy  were  said  to  be 
encamped  and  either  capture  or  disperse  them. 

Nothing  of  imporlanee  occmred  from  the  time  of  ouran'ival  until  the  morning  of  the  I9th, 
eicept  a  picket  skirmish  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  The  fourth  Kentucky,  the  battalion  Michi- 
gan engineers,  and  Wetmore's  battery  joined  on  tho  18th.  About  half -past  6  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  I9th  the  pickets  from  woolford's  cavalry  encountered  the  enemy  advancing  on 
our  camp,  retired  slowly,  and  reported  their  advance  to  Colonel  M.  D,  Hanson,  com- 
manding the  second  brigade.  He  immediately  formed  his  regiment  (the  tenth  Indiana)  and  took 
a  position  on  tlie  road  to  await  the  attack,  ordering  the  fourlii  Kentucky,  Colonel  S.  S.  Fry,  to 
support  him,  and  then  informed  me  in  person  that  the  enemy  wore  advancing  in  foreo,  and 
what  disposition  he  had  made  to  resist  uiem.  I  directed  him  to  join  his  brigade  immediately, 
and  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  I  could  order  up  the  other  troops,  which  were  ordered  to 
form  immediately,  and  were  marching  to  the  Sold  in  ton  minntes  afterwards.  The  battalion  of 
Michigan  engineers,  and  company  A,  Ihirly-eighth  Ohio,  were  ordered  to  remain  as  guard  to  the 
camp.  Upon  my  arrival  on  the  field  soon  afterwards,  I  found  the  tenth  Indiana  formed  in  front 
of  their  encampment,  apparently  awaiting  orders,  and  ordered  them  forward  to  the  support  of  the 
fourth  Kentucky,  which  was  the  only  entire  regiment  then  engaged.  I  then  rodeforward  mysell 
'  ■    ■  e  the  enemy's  position,  so  that  I  could  iMtciTQine  what  disposition  to  make  of  my  troops 


vancing  through  a  cornfield,  and  evidently  endeavoring  to  gain  the  left  of  the  fourth  Kentucky 
reriment,  whiSi  was  mfuntaminB;  its  position  in  a  most  determined  manner.  I  directed  one 
ofmy  aids  to  ride  badt  and  order  up  a  section  of  artillery,  and  the  Tennessee  brigade  to 
advance  on  the  enemy's  right,  and  sent  orders  for  Colonel  McCook  to  advance  with  his  tivo 
regiments  (the  ninth  Ohio  and  second  Minnesota)  to  the  support  of  the  fourth  Kentucky  and 
eighteenth  Indiana, 

A  section  of  Captain  Kennej's  battery  took  a  position  on  tiio  edge  of  the  field,  to  the  left 
of  the  fourth  Kentucky,  and  opened  an  effective  fire  on  a  regiment  of  Alabamians  which  were 
advandngon thefourth  Kentucky,  Soon^afteriTardstheaeeondMinncsota,  ColonolH.  P,  Van 
Cleve,  anived,  reporting  to  me  for  instnielions.    I  directed  him  to  take  the  position  of  the 

fourti  Kentucky  and  tenth  Indianai  which  regimenta  were  nearly  or'  '' -'■■—      '^'•- 

ninthOhio,  under  theimmediate  commandofMmor  Kaimmerling,  CL . 

right  of  theroad  at  the  same  time.  Immediately  after  theseregimentshad  gained  theirposition! 
the  enemy  opened  a  most  determined  and  galling  fire,  which  waa  returned  by  our  troops  ii 
the  same  spirit,  and  for  nearly  half  an  hour  the  contest  was  miuntained  on  both  sides  in  thi 


At  this  time  the  twclflJi  Kentncky,  Colonel  W.  A,  Hasldns,  and  t)ie  Touneasee  brigade 
reached  Ihe  field  on  the  lei^  of  tho  iMinnesota  rc^ment,  and  opened  fire  oil  the  right  flanic 
of  the  enemy,  who  then  began  to  fail  back. 

The  second  Minnesota  kept  up  a  most  galling  fire  in  front,  and  the  9th  Ohio  charged  tho 
enemy  on  the  left  with  bavonelB  fixed,  turned  their  flank,  and  drove  them  from  the  field,  tho 
whole  line  giving  way  and  reb'eating  in  the  utmost  disorder  and  confusion. 

As  soon  as  the  regiments  could  be  formed  and  refill  their  caitridge-boies,  I  ordered  the 
whole  force  to  advance.  A  few  miles  in  rear  of  tlie  battle-field  a  small  force  of  cavalry  was 
drawn  up  neai-  the  road,  bat  a  few  shots  from  our  artillery— a  section  of  Standart's  battery — 
dispersed  them,  and  noneof  the  enemy  wereseen  agtun  until  we  arrived  in  front  of  Iheir  in- 
trenchmenta. 

As  we  approached  their  intrenchments  the  division  was  deployed  inline  of  battle,  and 
steadily  advanced  along  the  summit  of  the  hill  at  Moulden's.  From  this  point  I  directed 
their  intrenehments  to  be  cannonaded,  which  waa  done  until  dark,  by  Standart  and  Wet- 
more's batteries,  Kenney's  batleiy  was  placed  in  position  on  the  extreme  left  of  Eussell's 
house,  from  which  point  he  was  directed  to  fire  on  their  ferry  to  defer  them  from  attempting 
to  cross. 

On  the  following  morning  Captain  Wetmore's  battery  was  ordered  to  Eussell's  house,  and 
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asslsteil  with  his  Porrott  guns  in  firing  upon  fie  fenj.  Colonel  Hanson's  brigade  took  po- 
sition on  the  left,  near  Kenney's  batterj,  and  every  preparation  was  made  to  assault  tlieir 
intrenchmenta  on  the  following  morning,  The  fourteenth  Ohio,  Colonel  Steedman,  and  lie 
tenth  Kentucky,  Colonel  Harian,  having  joined  from  detached  aervice  soon  after  the  re- 
pnlse  of  theenemy,  continued  with  tJieic  brigade  in  pursuit,  althongk  they  could  not  get  up 
in  timet  o  join  in  the  fight.  These  two  regiments  were  placed  ioTiout,  in  my  advance  on 
the  iutrenchments  the  next  morning,  and  entered  first ;  General  Schoepf  having  also 
joined  me  tie  evening  of  tie  nineteenth,  with  the  seventeenth,  thirty-mst,  and  thirty- 
eighth  Ohio,  'bid  entire  brigade,  and  entered  with  the  other  troops.  On  reaching  the  intrench- 
ments,  we  fonnd  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  everything,  and  retired  during  the  night. 
Twelve  pieces  of  artilleiy,  with  their  caissons  packed  vrith  ammunition,  one  batteiy  wagon, 
and  two  forges,  a  large  amount  of  smail-anne,  mostly  the  old  flint-lock  muskets,  and  am- 
munition for  the  same,  one  hundred  and  fifty  <it  anty  wagons,  and  upwards  of  one 
thousand  of  borsea  and  mules,  a  large  amount  of  commissary  stores,  intrenching  tools,  and 
camp  and  garrison  equipage,  fell  into  our  hands.  A  correct  list  of  all  the  captured  property 
will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made  up,  and  the  property  secured. 

The  steam  and  ferry  boats  having  been  burned  by  the  enemy,  on  th^r  retreat,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  cross  lie  river  and  pursue  them ;  besides ,  their  command  was  completely  do- 
moralized,  and  retreated  with  great  liasle  and  in  all  directions,  making  their  capture  in  any 
numbers  quite  doubtful,  if  pursued.  There  is  no  donht  but  what  the  moral  effect  produced  by 
their  complete  dispersion  will  have  a  more  decided  effect  in  re-eslabUshing  Union  sentiments 
than  though  they  had  been  captured. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  le  he  able  l*  testify  Ut  the  uniform  steadiness  and  good  eon- 
duct  of  both  officers  and  men  during  the  battle,  and  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  aoompanying 
reports  of  the  different  commanders  tor  the  names  of  those  oflioers  and  men  whoso  good  eon- 
duct  was  particularly  noticed  by  them. 

I  regret  to  hf  ..,.,-.. 

^fle-de-camp,  !  .._,.  ... 

wounded  in  the  first  advance  of  the  ninth  Ohio  regiment,  but  continued  on  duty  untiil  the  re 

of  the  brigade  to  camp,  at  Logan's  cross-roads.  Colonel  S.  S.  Fry,  fonrth  Kentucky,  was 
slightly  wounded  while  his  regiment  waa  gallantly  resisting  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
daring'  which  time  Zollicoffer  fill  from  a  shot  from  his  pistol,  which,  no  doubt,  contributed 
matenally  to  the  discomfiture  of  the  enemy. 

Captain  George  E.  Hunt,  assistant  adjutant  general,  Capt^n  Ahram  C.  Gillem,  division 
quarl^master.  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Breckenridge,  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant  S.  B.  Jones,  acting 
assistant  quartermaster,  Mr.  J.  W.  Scully,  quartermaster's  clerk,  Privates  Samuel  Letcher, 
twenty.first  regiment  Kentucky  volunleets, Stit«h,  fourth  regiment  Kentucky  volun- 
teers, rendered  me  valuable  nssistance  in  carrying  orders  and  conducting  the  troops  to  their 
different  positions. 

Captain  G.  S.  Roper,  commissary  of  subsistence,  deserves  great  credit  for  his  perseverance 
and  enei^  in  forwarding  commissaiy  stores  for  the  command  as  far  as  the  hill  where  our 
forces  bivouac 

Iq  addition  to  the  duties  of  guarding  the  camp.  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  K.  Hunton,  com- 
manding the  Michigan  engineers,  and  Captain  Greenwood,  company  A,  thirtj^-eighth  regi- 
ment Ohio  volunteers,  with  their  commands,  peiformed  very  efficient  service  in  collecting 
and  burying  the  dead  on  bolh  sides,  and  removing  the  wounded  to  the  hospitals  near  the  field 
of  battle. 

A  number  of  flags  were  lalteu  on  the  field  of  battle  and  in  the  intrcnchmenta.  They  will 
be  forwarded  to  department  headquarters  as  aoon  as  collected  together. 

The  loas  of  the  enemy  is  as  follows :  Brigadier  General  F.  K.  ZoUicofier,  Lieutenant  Dai- 
ley  Pej  ton,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  ofiiccrs,  non-commiasioned  officers,  and  privates 
killed  and  bmied ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  M.  B-  Carter,  twentieth  Tennessee,  Lieutenaut  J. 
W.  Allen,  fifteenth  Mississippi,  Lieutenant  Allen  Morse,  sixteenth  Alabama,  and  five  officers 
of  the  medical  stalF,  and  eighty-one  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  taken  prisoners. 

Lieutenant  J.  E.  Patterson,  twentieth  Tennessee,  A.  J.  Knapp,  flfteenUi  Mississippi,  and 
sixty-six  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  wounded,  making  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  killed,  eighty-nine  prisoners,  not  wounded  and  wounded  ;  a  total  of  lulled  and  ivoimdcd 
and  prisoners  of  three  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

Our  loss  was  as  follows ; 


Ninth  Ohio 
Second  Mmncsoti 
Fonrth  Kentucki 
Tenth  Indiana 
First  Kentackj  uaM 
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NinthOhio 

Second  Minnesola ^ 

Fourth  Kentucky 

Tenth  Indiana 

First  Kentucky  cavalry . . 


One  commissioned  officer  and  thirty-eight  men  were  killed,  and  fourteen  officers,  including 
Lieutenant  Burt,  eig-hteenth  United  States  infantry,  aide-de-camp,  and  one  hundred  an5 
niaety-four  non-commiseioaed  offieera  and  privates,  wounded. 

A  complete  list  of  the  names  of  our  killed  and  wounded  and  of  the  priEooers  is  herewith 
attached. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier  General  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
Captain  James  B.  Fry, 

A.  A.  G.,  Chief  of  Staff,  Headquarters  Dept  of  the  Ohio, 

Louistitle,  Kentucky. 

it  of  tlie  intronchments  of  tlie  enemy  on  the 

CIRCULAR. 

HE.lDtiUARTERS   BEECII  GBOVE,  KV., 

January  18,  1863. 
The  folloiving  will  be  the  order  of  march  ; 

General  Zollieoffer;  fifteenth  Mississippi,  in  advance.  Colonel  Walthall ;  battery  of  4 
guns,  Captain  Rutledge ;  nineteenth  TenuesEee,  Colonel  Cummings  ;  twentieth  Tennessee, 
Colonel  Battles ;  twenty-fifth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Stanton, 

General  Carroll;    seventeenth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Newman;    twenty-eigith  TeDtteesee, 
Colonel  Murray ;   twenty-ninth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Powell ;  two  guns,  in  rear  of  infantry, 
Captfutt  McClung. 
Sixteenth  Alabama,  Colonel  Wood,  in  reserve. 
Gary  battalions  in  rear. 
Colonel  Brauner  on  the  right. 
Colonel  McClellan  on  the  left. 

Independent  companies  in  front  of  the  advance  regiment. 
Ambulances  and  ammunition. 

Wagons  in  rear  of  the  whole,  and  in  the  order  of  theh  regiments. 
By  order  of  General  CrittJfnden  : 

A.  L.  CUNNINGHAM, 

iiSistant  A  Ijutanl  Genira} 

January  23,  1862. — Moved  the  cnmrmii'I  to  bomeiset  to  complete  prepara 
tions  for  marcliing;  into  lenne^oce 

February  15. — Ordered  trom  dLpaitniLiit  headquiiti-iB  to  move  command 
to  Lebanon,  preparatory  to  idvoncing  on  Bowlmg  Gieen  WLdst  en  route 
waa  ordered  to  marcli  to  Lomsville  and  embark  foi  the  Cumberhnd  n\n, 
the  enemy  having  retreated  from  Bonhng  Grieen  Embarked  at  Louisville, 
February  26,  with  ten  (10}  dajs  upfliea  preparatoiy  to  operation"  against 
NasLville.  if  necessary 

March  i. — Reached  Na'hviUe 

March  19. — Marched  from  Nashville  to  Savannah,  Tennes'see,  my  division 
being  detailed  aa  the  reserve  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio. 

April  7. — Beached  Savannah  at  midnight,  and  Pittsburg  landing  on  the 
morping  of  the  9th,  having  been  detained  at  Savannah  for  want  of  transpor- 
tation.    Went  into  camp  on  left  of  the  army. 

April  25. — Appointed  major  general  of  volunteers. 

April  30. — Per  Special  Field  Order  No.  35,  headqnartei-s  department  of  the 
Mississippi,  transferred  with  my  command  to  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  assigned 
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to  tlie  commautl  of  the  "  right  wing  of  the  army  before  Coiinth,"  Mississippi, 
(eonsistiag  of  my  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  T.  W.  Sherman, 
the  divisions  of  Brigadier  Generals  W.  T.  Sherman,  S.  H.  Hnrlbnrt,  J.  A. 
Daviea,  and  T.  J.  McKean.) 

May  30. — At  C  a.  m.  entered  Oorinth  with  two  divisions  of  my  command, 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman  pursuing  and  driving  the  enemy's  rear  guard 
across  Hatcher's  ereet,  a  few  miles  south  of  Oorintb,     The  stream  being  im- 

fassable  on  account  of  the  awampy  banks,  and  the  enemy  having  destroyed  tlie 
ridge  and  causeway,  he  pursued  no  further  by  that  route.  The  divisions  of 
Bi-igadier  Generals  T.  W.  Sherman  and  Daviea  were  temporarily  detached,  and 
assigned  to  General  Buell's  command,  to  pursue  by  Ihe  river  road. 

The  following  is  the  report  made  by  me  of  the  operations  of  my  command 
about  Coriutli;  the  reports  of  my  divisiou  commanders  are,  doubtless,  filed 
among  the  i-ecords  of  the  department  of  the  Tennessee,  and  are  consequently 
not  available  to  forward  herewith  r 
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Camp  near  Corinth,  Mississippi,  June  3,  ]  86'J. 

General  ;  I  have  the  houor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  ihe  right 
wing  army  of  the  Tennessee  before  Corinth. 

On  the  4th  instant  the  right  wing  commenced  its  move  upon  Corinth,  Major  General  W. 
T.  Sherman's  division  taking  up  a  position  to  the  right  of  Monterey,  towards  tie  Purdy  and 
Corinth  road,  supported  by  Brigadier  General  Hnrlburt's  division  on  his  left,  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral T.  W.  Sherman's  fliviaion  taking  position  on  the  msun  road  from  Monterey  to  Corinth, 
with  Davles's  and  MoKean's  divisions  inreserve.  M^or  General  Sherman's  right  flanlc,  be- 
ing tanch  exposed,  was  intrenched  immediately.  On  the  7th  instant  the  right  wing  again 
moved  forward,  occupying  the  ground  from  the  Monterey  and  Corinth  to  flie  Purdy  and 
BWmington  roads,  and  extending  trom  the  Monterey  and  Corinth  to  the  Purdy  and  CmintU 
r<wds.  This  advance  waa  made  in  the  face  of  a  strong  resistance  fi^om  the  enemy,  who  was 
in  force  in  front  of  each  of  the  wings  of  my  command.  The  ground  taken  up  waa  strongly 
intrenched  the  same  day  by  all  ihe  troops.  From  this  time  until  our  nest  advance  there 
was  conwderable  skirmishing  between  our  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy,  Oar  pickets 
cautiously  bat  steadily  advanced  from  day  to  day,  and  always  holding  the  ground  they  had 
gtuned.  On  the  ITlii  instant  M^or  General  Sherman,  with  a  regiment  and  a  section  of  ar- 
tilleryfrom  his  division,  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  at  the  crossing  of  Bridge  creak  and 
occupied  tbeir  position.  The  same  day  Brigadier  General  T.  W.  Sherman  drove  a  force  of 
the  enemy  in  his  front  across  Bridge  creek,  on  the  Monterey  and  Corinth  roads,  and  occu- 
pied with  his  pickets,  supported  by  a  strong  reserve,  all  the  ground  in  his  front  as' far  as  the 
freek. 

On  the  21st  instant  Major  General  Sherman's  division,  supported  hy  Brigadier  General 
Hurlbnrt,  advanced  to  Russell's  House,  on  the  Gravel  Hill  road,  to  the  main  road  from  Purdy 
to  Corinth,  refusing  Ms  right  flank.  General  Hurlhnrt  connecting  with  Shennan's  lett,  ex- 
tending along  the  same  ridge  to  the  posit  ion  Iield  by  General  McArthnr's  brigade  of  McKeau's 
divisioa,  the  latter  connecting  with  Brigadier  General  Schoept's  brigade,  which  had  moved 
foi'waidfiom  its  last  position,  and  striking  across  Bridge  creek  nearly  east,  connected  with 
Che  centre  of  Brigadier  General  Sherman's  division  which  had  advanced  but  little. 

The  enemy  made  no  serious  opposition  to  this  move,  except  in  front  of  Brigadier  General 
Davies,  who,  in  advancing  his  pickets  before  taJdng  his  position,  encountered  one  brigade  of 
the  enemy  posted  on  the  Corinth  side  of  Phillip's  creek.  A  few  roanda  tiom  one  of  his  field- 
batteries  dispersed  them,  and  the  different  divisions  intrenched  their  position  without  further 
molestation. 

About  10  o'clock  a.  m.  that  day  our  pickets  reported  that  there  appeared  t( 


tinned  the  work  on  the  intrenchments  until  they  w 

Two  d^s  uiierwards  we  were  informed  by  deserters  that  Bragg  and  Van  Dorn  were  to 
have  attacked  us  that  mornin?,  bnt  found  on  sending  their  scouts  forward  that  we  already 
held  the  position  they  intended  to  have  taken  up,  consequently  they  withdiew. 

On  the  36th  instant  Major  General  Sherman,  with  his  division,  supporied  by  General 
Hurlburt  and  apart  of  General  Daviea'a  division  on  the  left,  and  General  Logan,  of  Judah's 
division,  on  his  right,  advanced  along  the  main  Corinth  road  and  took  np  a  position  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  Che  enemy's  outer  intrenchments;  this  advance  was  met  with  more  de- 
termined opposiUon  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  than  any  he  had  previously  made ;  every  inch 
of  the  gronnd  was  obstinately  contested  until  we  bad  g^ned  onr  position,  and  soon  after- 
wards a  strong  effort  was  made  by  the  enemy  to  drive  ns  from  it,  which  was  met  by  our  men 
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with  Eo  mucli  coolness  and  delerminalion  that  it  terminated  ia  a  complete  withdrawal  of  tlie 
enemy  from  our  immediate  front. 

Oe  the  28(li  there  was  comparative  qaiet  all  along  the  ftont  of  the  right  wing.  Brigadier 
General  SWman  moved  two  of  the  brigades  of  his  division  across  Briitge  creek,  to  fill  np  the 
gap  between  the  left  of  General  McKean's  division  and  the  right  of  General  Buell'a  army 
corps,  which  had  been  advanced  the  day  before.  About  5  o'ch)^  a.  ui.,  on  tbe  30th  instant, 
several  explosions  beins;  heard  in  the  direction  of  Corinth,  G)cneral  Halleck  tel^raphed 
directly  to  Major  Generd  Sherman  to  move  forward  his  division  oantionaly,  feel  the  enemy, 
and  ascertain  what  they  were  doing,  and  sent  me  an  order  to  support  General  Sherman's 
advance  with  as  many  troops  aa  would  he  necessary.  I  immediately  ordered  one  brigadi^ 
from  General  Hnrlburt's  division  to  the  support  of  M^'or  General  Sherman,  and  directed 
Generals  Davies  and  McKean  to  hold  their  divisions  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice.  Major  General  Sherman,  anticipatJQg  Genera!  Halleclr's  order,  was  ready  to  more 
when  the  orfer  was  received,  and  movea  forward  his  division  in  three  columns,  pressing  the 
enemy  so  closely  that  they  had  barely  time  to  cross  the  Tuscumbia  creek  and  destroy  tbe 
bridge  before  the  advance  of  General  Sherman  was  upon  their  rear  guard. 

The  cheerfulness  with  which  labor  in  the  trenches  was  performed  by  the  officers  and  mer, 
and  their  steady,  energetic,  and  soldierly  bearing  on  this  advance,  evinces  a  state  of  iliscip- 
line  highly  commendable,  to  which  I  take  great  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding  the  department. 

There  were  no  caaualtjes  in  the  right  win^  on  the  30th;  those  occurring  previously  havo 
been  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  the  division  commanders.    Quite  a  number  of  prisoners 
were  taken  by  Major  General  Sherman's  division  during  the  pursuit  on  the  30tb.    Their 
number  and  rank  will  be  fuTnished  the  provost  marshal  by  him. 
Very  respectnilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  Commanding  Right  Wing  Army  of  Tennessee. 
Brigdier  General  G.  W.  Cullem, 

Headquarlers  Deparlment  afthe  Mississippi. 

Jvat  5,  1862. — I  was  placed  in  temporary  command  of  Coriotli  and  vicinity 
by  Special  Field  Order  No.  — ,  headquarters  department  of  tbe  Mississippi. 

June  10  — I  was  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  right  wing  of  the  arnij- 
b  f  e  Co  nth,  and  assigned  (with  my  division  as  the  garrison)  to  the  command 
f  that  1  la  e  by  Special  Field  Order  No.  99,  headc[uarter3  department  of  the 
M  pp 

Jtin    11  — The  divisions  of  Brigadier  Generals  Davies  and  Todd  were  as- 

u  d  t  the  garrison  per  Special  Field  Order  No.  100,  hoadq^aarters  depart- 
m  nt    f  the  Mississippi. 

June  ^3. — I  was  relieved  in  command  of  the  town  of  Corinth  by  Major 
General  E.  0.  C.  Ord,  commanding  second  division  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
was  retransferred  with  my  divisions  to  the  army  of  the  Ohio  per  Special  Field 
Order  No.  119,  headquarters  department  of  the  Mississippi. 

June  26. — Left  Coiinth  and  posted  the  troops  of  the  division  along  the 
Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad,  making  my  headquarters  at  Tuscumbia, 
Alabama,  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders  No,  85,  headquartei-s  army  of  the 
Ohio. 

June  31. — Believing  Wood's  division,  army  of  the  Ohio,  which  was  oi'dered 
forward. 

Jult/  15. — Received  orders  by  letter  to  prepare  to  join  Buell's  main  army  as 
soon  as  relieved  from  charge  of  the  railroad. 

July  25. — Having  been  relieved  by  Morgan's  division,  army  of  the  Mississippi. 
I  marched  in  obedience  to  the  above-mentioned  orders ;  reached  Huntaville, 
Alabama,  with  the  division  and  reported  to  headquartei-s  August  1.  Ordered 
to  take  post  at  Deckerd,  Tenoessee,  and  push  forward  one  brigade  to  Pelhani 
on  outpost  duty. 

August  5. — Beached  Deckerd.    Was  temporarily  relieved  froi 
of  the  division  and  ordered  to  proceed  to  McMinnville  and  assume  c 
the  forces  at  that  place,  per  official  letter  dated  headquarters  department  of  the 
Ohio,  Huntsville,  August  15,  1862. 

August  19. — Arrived  at  McMinnville  and  assumed  command. 
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The  following  cortespoiidfince  fully  illustrates  the  state  of  affairs  about  this 


General  Thomas,  MeMinnville : 

The  enemy  orosaecl  thxtsa  hundred  oiivalry  and  liree  thousand  infantry  at  Cbattanoogii 
yesterday.  This  may  he  for  the  purpose  of  foragiuff  in  SequatcMe  valley,  hot  we  roust  he 
prepared  for  more  than  that.  Hold  your  command  in  readiaesB  to  march  at  the  shortest 
uotiee.  Yoii  will  prohahly  march  on  the  Truman  road  or  the  Dunlap  road,  but  you  should 
he  provided  with  capable  and  reliable  guides  in  all  directions.  General  SchoepPs  scouts  also 
report  the  enemy  in  the  mountains  twenty-one  miles  beyond  him  in  quite  a  laiee  force ;  that 
is  not  very  definite  in  any  respect.  Yon  should  by  means  of  spies  and  scouts  keep  yourself 
thoroughly  informed  of  what  is  going  on  between  yon  and  Chattanooga.  There  is  a  road 
leading  along  the  mountains  irom  Spencer  to  Fikeville  and  other  points  by  which  an  enemy 
could  penetrate ;  you  should  also  look  well  in  the  direction  of  Sparta  and  Smithville,  both 
for  the  purpose  of  delecting  any  advance  upon  you  and  any  attempt  to  pass  you  towards 
HaahviUe.  Collect,  in  a  day  or  two,  all  the  forage,  flour,  and  beef  you  can,  and  tben  send 
your  supply  trains  l«  Murfreesboto'  to  be  fed  until  required.  The  McMinnville  railroad  will 
be  open  Thursday,  and  at  any  rate  you  should  not  keep  on  hand  more  supplies  than  you  can 
cany  away  in  your  bapgnge  wagons  and  haversacks.  The  great  problem  with  us  is  BuppUes, 
and  that  we  must  solve  by  management  and  starving  if  necessary.  It  will  he  quite  as 
difficult  for  the  enemy.  I  shall  concentrate  your  division  and  McCook's  at  Tracy  City,  or 
near  there,  and  send  Crittenden  up  the  Sequatchie  valley  to  about  the  Anderson  road.  We 
must  be  prepared  either  to  fight  in  detachments  or  concentrate  rapidly,  according  to  circum- 
stances.   I  have  prepared  a  code  of  signals  by  wlilch  to  control  our  movements  and  comrou- 

—  .L.3_  :i r_ii_     n.n  nr.  .3i.  a:^-.; 1^  yQ^^  ^j.  ^j^  j^ast  have  him 

'     '    ■■        IS  well  as  to  give 
D.  C.  BUELL,  Commanding. 


UUADQUlllTli^RS  F[llST  DIVISION  ABMY  OF  THE  OHIO, 

McMinavUh,  Tenn.,  Augiist^%  1863. 
Major  General  Uukjj:.,  Dcckerd : 

I  have  faelievad  for  a  day  or  two  that  the  demonstration  in  this  direction  is  intended  to 
cover  the  advance  of  the  enemy  toward  Kentucky.  Forrest  and  Scott  are  s^d  to  be  near 
Crossville.  I  have  been  reliably  informed  that  forage  is  being  collected  there  in  large 
quantities.  My  scoute  report  no  force  of  the  enemy  on  Cumberland  monntiins  this  side  of 
Sequatchie.  Morgan  day  before  yesterday  was  at  Hartaville.  Johnson  is  this  side  of  tbo 
Cumberland,  near  Carthage.  The  troops  I  sent  to  his  assistance  are  now  at  SniiliviEe. 
Colonel  Grase  reports  that  Morgan  is  trying  to  get  east,  probably  to  join  Forrest,  hut  to  do 
so  he  will  have  to  march  by  Johnson  or  Grose.  iVe  have  captured  two  or  three  small  droves 
of  cattle  going  east.  Two  men  came  in  yesterday  from  near  Crossville  who  report  that  the 
enemy's  cavalry  and  some  infantry,  probably  the  advance  gtiard,  are  at  Jamestown, 
Fentiess  connty.     The  citizens  here  laink  that  they  will  advance  into  Keotneky. 


General  BiicU  to  General  Thimas. 

Deckerd,  Augast  29,  1363. 
Oieneral  Thomas,  MaMinntilU : 

From  General  McCook's  information  this  morning  it  seems  almost  cottuin  tbat  Bra^g  is 
marclnng  on  McMinnville;  Ms  advance  was  at  the  top  of  Waldroa's  ridge  last  night. 
StcGowan  is  said  to  ho  ci'ossing  at  Kingston,  and  Withers  at  Harrison.  Of  course  they  will 
espect  to  uiute.  What  sort  of  ground  can  we  take  by  concentrating  at  McMinnville?  How 
would  it  do  to  fight  at  Altamont  1  Is  tlio  ground  such  as  to  give  us  the  advantage  of  our 
artillery?  How  many  days' rations  have  jou?  Are  you  provided  with  arammiition!  Be 
ready  to  march  immediately. 

BUELL,  Commanding. 
A  true  copy ; 

S.  C.  KELLOGG. 
lirevtt  Majnr  ani  Aide-de-Camp. 
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General  Thomas  to  Genttal  BucU. 

Headqitabtehs  First  Division  Army  op  Ohio, 

McMmnviUe,  August  22,  ISGS. 
Mrtjoi-  tteiiei-al  BuELL,  Dsckerd: 

By  all  means  coaoeiitrate  here.  Tho  enemy  eaimot  reach  Hashville  by  any  other  roiife 
mrnan  tliB  mnnntaina  nnless  by  Spsi'ta.  At  Altamont,  I  am  positively  informed  that  the 
3qjta]  advantage  with  oui'selvea.  Here  we  will  have  a  most  decided 
_  .  '  nore,  should  ne  march  by  Sparta,  we  can  meet  him  either  there  or 
at  Allen's  ford,  across  the  Caney  Fork.  He  is  obliged  to  pass  this  place  or  Sparta,  to  reauli 
Nashville.  I  have  sis  days'  rations  and  plenty  oi  ainmunilion.  Did  you  get  my  despatcli 
of  to-day  ?  I  cannot  think  that  Bragg  is  coming  here,  either  by  the  Hill  or  Thurmau  roail. 
My  reconnoitring  party  went  into  Dualap  yesterday. 


General  ISutU  lo  General  Thoinas. 

DiJCKcitD,  August  an,  ise-a. 

General  Thosias,  McMinmiille: 

Of  course  you  will  instantly  recall  your  absent  troops.  I  will  probably  bring  second  Ken- 
tucky by  rail,  to  march  &om  here — that;  is,  on  the  supposition  that  we  will  advance  to  attack 
in  Sequatchie  valley.  I  can  hardly  think  the  enemy  will  attempt  the  march  across  lo 
McMinnvllle — at  least  not  immediately.  It  appears  to  me  that  he  will  rather  endeavor  to  got 
into  north  Alabama,  and  perhaps  strike  across  to  Deckerd.  If  we  advance  to  Altamont  we 
may  thwart  Mm  in  both  and  preserve  our  communication  with  Deckerd  and  Nashville.  If 
we  concentrate  at  MoMinnville  we  lose  nortli  Alabaoia  aad  Decketd.  What  think  you  ? 
The  great  difficulty  is  in  moving  in  ''  ■'         ''        -  '    '         "■■  -  -  '      -' 


loose  irom  everything  but  our  ammunition  train  anil  subsistence  for  six  days,  ir 
haversacks. 


D.  C.  BUELL. 


S.  C.  KFLLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Can 


General  Thomas  to  General  Biiell. 

Hbadquartebs  First  Divisiox  Army  op  Ohio, 

McMinnvUte,  Tennessee,  AugBetS3,  1863. 
Major  General  UuKLI.,  Decherd: 

Wo  can  get  neither  forage  nor  water  at  Altumont.  It  will  be  as  difficult  for  us  to  march 
across  the  mountains  (o  Seqaatchie  valley,  as  for  the  enemy  to  come  either  to  Altamont  or 
this  place,  I  would  not  advise  concentrating  here  except  for  battle,  or  for  an  advance  into 
East  Tennessee.  I  think  our  connexion  with  Nashville  will  he  better  preserved  by  holding 
Decherd,  with  a  division  to  enable  ns  to  coijeentrate  either  there,  if  threatened,  or  at  this 
place.  I  have  also  learned  Ibat  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  has  been  abandoned,  and  most  of  the 
enemy  at  that  place  have  tieen  sent  to  Chattanooga.  I  ilierefore  do  not  apprehend  any 
attempt  to  seize  uortli  Alabama. 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  VoluuUers. 
A  tiue  copy ; 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-camp. 


General  Thomas,  McMianpiltc : 

There  is  no  possibility  of  our  concentrating  at  McMinnvilie.    We  n 
advance  and  assume  the  offensive,  or  fall  back  at  least  to  Murfreesboro'.    i  aeem  me  lormer 
the  snresl,  and  we  will  act  accordingly.     I  wish  you,  therefore,  to  move  by  a  forced  marcli 
to  Altamont,  there  to  form  a  junction  with  McCook,  aiid  Crittenden,  and  Schoepf.     McCook 
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iiiid  Ci'ittendea  started  for  Tracy  City  yesterday,  from  Jasper.  I  preaumo  they  are  now  at 
Tracy  City,  thoagh  possibly  not.  Sehoepfwill  marct  at  onee.  The  junction  imist  be  formed 
to-morrow,  and  any  dmsion  meeting  the  bead  of  the  enemy's  column  first  mnst  at  least  bold 
it  in  chock  until  a  largex  force  arrives.  One  battery  to  a  division  would,  I  think,  be  ample 
in  the  moautains.  MoCook  and  Crittenden  have  wiui  them  six  batteries;  leave  all  of  yours, 
therefore — at  least  don't  talte  more  than  one.  It  will  be  necessary  to  leave  some  force  with 
them,  at  least  two  regimenla,  and  they  should  be  put  in  a  strong  position  and  covered  by 
breastworks  io-aigbt,  without  fail.  I  shall  order  Schoepfs  batteries  here,  to  he  similarly 
disposed  of.  There  must  be  no  delay  or  failure.  The  enemy's  advance  was  at  the  top  oi 
Waldron's  riflge,  ten  miles  from  Chattanooga,  night  before  last,  and  talked  of  being  at 
KlcMinnville  to-monow ;  that  is  hardly  possible,  bnt  they  must  be  met  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  Communicate  with  McCook  to-night,  by  a  tiusty  scout — the  distance  is  thirty-two 
miles;  he  may  possibly  not  be  at  Tracy  City ;  if  not,  look  for  him  on  the  road  to  Battle  creek. 
If  you  think  beat  you  may  send  yonr  artillery  to  this  place,  which  wiU  relieve  the  force  that 
would  be  required  to  protect  them  there ;  though  if  they  will  be  safe,  there  is  some  advantage 
in  having  a  force  at  McMinnville.  Take  no  wagons  except  what  will  be  necessary  to  carry 
rations  and  cooking  utensils.  I  shall  probably  feave  here  with  Sill's  brigade  to-morrow,  for 
Tracy  City.  Commnnicafe  always  in  dpher,  by  telegraph,  to  this  place,  and  by  eonricr 
through  Tracy  City.  Schoepf  sends  a  report  that  Hardee  is  advancing  ou  the  Dunlap  road. 
Answer,  that  I  may  know  eiactly  what  you  do.  Your  staff  officer  makes  mistakes  in  the 
uso  of  the  cipher. 

D.  C,  BUELL. 
A  true  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 

Deckerd,  Angast  24,  1862. 
General  Thomas,  McMinwvUle : 

In  advancing  to  Altamont,  take  the  Hickory  Creek  road,  instead  of  the  Thurman  roail. 
That  will  put  you  on  a  shorter  line  of  retreat  on  Murfreesboro',  hy  the  way  of  Manchester, 
and  brings  us  nearer  together.  Start  your  trains  for  Murfreesboro'  at  once,  with  the  least 
escort  that  will  possibly  suffice,  say  one  regiment  and  a  battery,  and  let  it  go  through  in 
thirty-six  hours.    In  the  event  of  any  reverse  which  makes  it  necessary  for  the  whole  force 

to  fall  back,  do  sf  >--"---'--- -■■  ^---^   ■-=-- '  -  -■---'-  ■>- — 

whenever  it  can  bi 
and  atler  that 
the  enemy  at 
day  after  to-morrow. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 


iSIajor  General  Blxll,  Dedcerd: 

A  reconnoitring  party,  under  itajor  Loughlin,  First  Ohio  cavalry,  sent  by  me  towards 
I'ikeville,  day  before  yesterday,  has  just  returned.  Major  Loughlin  reports  that  he  iflcou- 
noitred(7)  the  enemy  s  advance  scouts  at  Spencer,  and  gained  reliable  intelligence  from  one 
or  two  citizens  that  a  force  of  two  or  three  thousand  infantry  and  some  artillery  was  then 
at  Pikeville,  and  that  the  enemy  intended  advancing  on  this  place  hy  two  or  three  roulss. 
A  party  sent  out  last  ni^ht  on  the  Chattanooga  roi^  reports  the  enemy's  pickets  at  Eeer- 
sheba,  and  a  force  behind  in  Sequatchie  valley.  I  have  been  delayed  until  this  time,  waiting 
for  the  return  of  these  parties.  Will  move  (his  afternoon,  on  the  Hickory  Creek  road,  in 
compliance  with  your  last  orders.  General  Wood's  division  will  he  at  the  loot  of  the  moun- 
tains, if  not  the  pass,  to-night. 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 
Majur  General  U.  S.  Voluiaeers. 

A  true  copy : 


Mitjor  General  BuuLL,  Deckerd ; 
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Water  scarce ;  oalj  one  spring  here,  and  not  forage  enougli  in  the  neigiiljorliood  to  laat  for 
on©  day.  The  road  np  tlio  monulain  is  almost  impassable  i  General  Wood  has  been  from  six 
o'clock  till  now  and  has  not  saeceeded  in  getting  his  artillery  up  the  road.  I  deem  it  next 
to  impossible  to  marth  a  large  army  across  the  monnlains  by  Allainont,  on  account  of  scar- 
city of  water  and  forage,  and  llio  extreme  difficulty  of  passing  over  tbe  roaS,  I  will  tberc- 
fore  retmn.  to  McMiunvtUe  and  await  further  orders.  As  I  mentlonecS  in  one  of  my 
despatches,  I  regard  McMinnville  as  Ibe  most  important  point  for  occupation  of  any,  The 
occupation  of  McMinnville,  Sparta,  and  Mnrfreesboro'  will,  in  my  opinion,  secure  the  Nash- 
ville and  Chattanooga  nuli'oad,  I  have  sent  out  Smith  to  put  in  operation  a  system  of 
couriers  by  whi<Ji  I  believe  we  can  get  reliable  informntion. 


Deckerd,  AHgasl2S.  ISm. 
General  Thomas,  McMinamtU: 

Keep  your  position  at  McMinnville,  but  make  nothing  like  a  permanent  esfablishmeut. 
Be  always  rea^y  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  That  Brag^  is  this  side  of  the  river  with  a 
large  force  is  beyond  all  question.  It  is  hardly  probable  that  it  is  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
demonstration,  and  we  must,  be  prenaied  to  concentrate  promptly.  Of  course  the  passage 
of  so  lai^  a  force  across  the  mountains  la  difEoult,  but  not  as  much  so  a^  you  would  sup- 
pose, from  the  road  you  took.  The  Thurman  road  is  very  good,  and  the  mountain  quite 
easy  of  ascent.  The  descent  on  this  side  is  easy  enough  by  four  roads,  all  divei^g  from 
Altamont;  the  first  gping  byBeersheba  to  McMinnvino,  the  second  by  Hickory  oreelt  to 
McMinnville  or  towards  Maneheater,  the  third  also  to  Manchester  and  to  Deckerd  by  Pelliam, 
and  the  fonrth  by  Cowan.  The  Beersheba  road  is  excellent,  for  a  mountain  road.  Tbe 
(|uestion  is,  how  to  meet  an  advance  which  may  take  eitber  of  these  routes  thi'ougli  Alta- 
mont. Tbe  best  position  we  could  take  woidd  be  McMinnville,  Altamont,  and  on  the 
Thurman  road,  just  this  side  of  Sequatchie  valley.  We  should  not  only  he  able  to  concen- 
trate against  an  advance  on  that  road,  or  the  Sparta  road,  but  also  threaten  his  flank  if  ho 
should  attempt  to  go  into  north  Alabama  hj  Battle  creek— a  not  improbable  thing  on  many 
accuunts.  Tbe  diificulty  of  supplying  ourselves  on  the  monntfuns  is,  I  thiali,  the  only  ob- 
jection t«  the  disposition  I  mention.  Did  you  leave  any  force  at  Altamont!  McCook, 
Crittenden,  and  Schoepf  are  at  Pelham.  I  have  ordered  the  railroad  and  fel^raph  re-estab- 
lished immediately.  Bo  sure  to  be  informed  the  moment  the  enemy  enters  Sequatchie  vaEey 
and  which  direction  he  takes.  Forrest  and  Morgan  are  reported  at  Lebanon  to  attack  Mnr- 
freesboro' or  Nashville.  Give  all  the  information  you  can  obtdn.  «  '  *  "  » 
Davis's  division  crossed  at  Eaatport  four  day  ago,  and  Payne  is  across— crossing  at  Lamb's 
ferry  and  Hood's. 

Do  you  know  a  colonel  fit  to  command  a  light  brigade  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry, 
to  operate  against  Forrest?    McCook,  Crittenden,  and  Schoepf  are  at  Pelham. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 

True  copy : 

S.  C.  liELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aids  de-C/inqi. 


HLADaUAETERS  VlRSI'  DIVISION  ARMV  OP  THE  OlHO, 

McNinnviUe,  Avgust  28,  1BG3. 
Major  General  Buell,  Beclierd  : 

Saturdftj;  three  reKiments  of  cavalry  wei'e  at  Pikeville,  but  fell  back  to  Itobinson  cross- 
roads, hearing  that  I  was  advancmg  on  that  toad.  About  one  regiment  was  reported  to  be 
at  Dunlap,  but  since  learned  ;from  a  brother  of  Smith  that  there  were  no  troops  there ;  lie 
went  to  Dunlap  on  Saturday.  It  was  reported  to  him  that  Bragg  was  at  the  foot  of  Wal- 
dron'a  ridge,  in  the  valley  of  the  Tennessee,  with  forty  thousand  men,  awaiting  rain  to  cross 
the  mountain.  Smith  will  send  or  bring  me  information  by  to-morrow  of  the  truth  of  Bragg's 
position.  He  then  proposes  to  go  towards  Pikeville  and  endeavor  to  establish  an  express  line 
to  convey  information.  I  have  sent  a  brigade  of  infantry  on  the  Mnrfreesboro'  road  after  For- 
rest, who  is  at  Woodbury  with  something  over  one  thousand  men.  I  have  also  directed  the 
commanding  officer  to  escort  a  train  of  provisions  through  to  this  place  from  Murfreeshoro'. 
Our  provisions  will  be  out  in  three  days,  and  none  to  be  had  in  this  r^on.  Will  you  order 
supplies  here  immediately  by  the  ears  ?  We  can  get  fodder  here,  but  no  corn,  feoopa  at 
this  pla^e  can  watch  the  direct  Chattanooga  road,  tbe  Dunlap,  and  the  Harrison  and  Pike- 
ville roads,  and  by  the  system  of  expresses  to  be  established  by  Smith  I  think  I  can  g^ve  yon 
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intelligence  of  the  eneny  before  ho  can  cross  Sequatchie  valley.  Would  not  Colonel  Harkei- 
be  a  good  Vight  brigaiJe  commander?  I  was  favorably  itiipresaed  with  him.  Please  send  the 
First  Ohio  cavalry  nere.     It  is  very  much  needed.  *  -  «  « 

G.  H.  THOMAS. 
Major  General  (Jailed  Stales  Volunteers. 
Ti'Tie  copy: 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 

Altamost,  Augasl  29,  1863. 
General  Thomas: 

I  am  here  and  cannot  snhsisl.  Will  send  my  tralu  down  the  Hickory  Creek  trace  to- 
morrow. Have  you  had  any  orders  to  supply  mo  ?  I  captured  three  of  Bragg's  body-guar^ 
this  morning.  They  say  tliey  were  ont  reoomioitring  with  au  engineer  officer.  They  say 
Bra^g  has  a  large  force,  but  not  yet  in  the  Sequatchie  vaiiey.  Have  you  any  news )  Mj 
cavalry  think  they  have  a  division  in  the  Sequatchie. 

McCOOK. 
A  Iruti  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brejtel  Major  and  Aide-de-Canip. 

He AB QUARTERS  FiBST  Divisios  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

MeMinnville,  Aagast  30,  1863, 
CcDemlllcCooK,  Altamoat: 

Your  note  was  received  last  night  at  11  o'clock.  I  have  Do  orders  to  supply  you  with 
rations,  and  I  have  barely  enoughfor  thi-ee  days.  Send  to  Deckerd.  If  you  remain  at  Alla- 
mout  I  will  make  arrangemenia  to  supply  you.  Crittenden  is  to  be  at  Hillsboro'  to-day, 
and  I  have  orders  to  be  ready  to  move  at  any  moment  and  keep  no  supplies  on  hand.  The 
enemy's  cavalry  attacked  a  stockade  on  this  railroad  yesterday,  got  whipped,  losing  fiiloon 
killed  and  seven  wounfled.  Wood  went  ont  yesterday  with  ona  of  his  brigaflas  towards 
Dunlap,  captured  a  rebel  officer,  a  negro,  and  a  hotel-keeper,  ajid  late  Chattanooga  papers. 
Bragg  is  not  in  the  Sequatchie  valley  yet.  Forrest  is  said  to  he  in  Hubbard's  cove.  Will 
get  after  him  to-night.    Look  out ;  he  will  probably  liy  to  escape  by  Altamont. 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 
MsjoT  General  United  Stales  Volanteers. 
True  copy ; 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

Heaiiquarters  First  Divisiok  Armv  op  the  Oino, 

McMinvitle,  August^,  ISCS. 
Major  General  Buelt.,  Decherd : 

A  citizen  of  Livingston  came  in  this  mominff.  He  reports  that  he  saw  a  largo  force  of 
tavally  coining  from  Knoxville,  six  miles  the  other  side  of  Sparta.  They  told  him  they  were 
on  thar  way  to  Dickson  springs,  near  Hartsville,  on  the  road  from  that  place  to  Smithville. 
A  citizen  of  Sparta  told  him  that  provisions  were  being  hauled  from  Sparta  and  neighborhood 
to  Marmadnke's  brigade  in  the  mountains  southwest  of  Spencer.  He  also  saw  six  or  eight 
pieces  of  cannon  wiHi  the  cav^ry.  They  told  him  they  were  going  to  Smithville  to  get  on 
my  flank  and  rear,  ready  to  attack  me  from  that  direction  as  soon  as  Br^^  and  Marmaduke 
attacked  me  in  front.  He  saw  thorn  on  last  Thursday.  He  was  a  Mexican  war  pensioner 
before  this  rebellion  broke  out ;  belongett  to  James  Thomas's  regiment  of  Tenneases  cavalry. 
His  name  is  J.  W.  Hall.    His  story  seems  truthful.    Will  send  despatch  again  to-day. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  Vidantecrs. 
A  true  copy. 

S.C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

Short  Mountain  Cross  Roads,  Tennessee, 

AagusI  30,  1862. 
Colonel:  On  Friday,  August  29,  instant,  the  ti'oops  under  my  command,  numbering 
one  hundred  effective  men  of  company  A,  eighteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  company  I,  eigh- 
teenth Ohio  voluBleerB,  Captain  Charles  C.  Koss,  and  company  D,  ninth  Michigan  volun- 
teers, Lieutenant  Wallace,  had  just  completed  the  enclosure  of  a  stockade  at  this  place  thirty 
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liy  forty  feet  aqaare,  of  round  timbers  twelve  feet  hieli.  The  men  were  eating  dimier  ot  about 
.  one  o'clock  p.  m.  in  a,  grove  distant  from,  the  stbck^e  about  one  hundred  yards,  and  in  which 
also  we  had  the  ammnnitioa  belonging  b>  the  command,  excepting  auch  as  waa  in  boxes, 
when  the  enemy,  fil^en  bandred  strong,  made  bis  appeaiance,  formed  in  line  of  battle  along 
the  sldrt  of  woods  e:!:lendiag  irom  the  railroad  along  the  south  side  of  the  stockade  at  tbe  dis- 
tance of  about  two  hundred  yards,  and  rapidly  extended  bis  lines  oq  the  east  and  west  sides. 
My  men  ran  rapidly  io  the  stockade,  and  at  the  same  time  the  enemy,  with  a  terrific  yell, 
fired  a  volley  and  raehed  to  out  ub  off  from  the  stockade.  The  attacking  force  consisted  of 
nine  hundred  dismounted  cavalry,  commanded  by  General  Forrest  and  led  to  the  charge  by 
him.  My  men  kept  up  a  sharp  running  fire  on  the  way  to  the  stockade,  checking  the  im- 
petuosity of  the  enemy,  and  but  some  ten  of  company  I  and  the  men  on  picket  got  inside  the 
Jolt  before  the  enemy.  The  men  cut  off  kept  up  a  constant  fire  from  the  railroad  and  woods 
during  the  engagement  and  got  in  in  safety.  The  race  to  the  stockade  was  a  desperate  one. 
On  getting  within  the  stockade  I  at  once  sent  three  parties  of  six  men  each,  one  from  each 
company,  to  bring  in  the  ammunition.  These  squads  were  commanded  by  Sergeant  McLaren, 
company  A ;  Sergeant  WiUiaras,  company  I,  and  I  regret  that  I  do  not  know  who  from  the 
ninth  Michigan  company.  They  ran  to  the  thicket  under  a  terrible  fire  from  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  and  Succeeded  in  bringing  in  the  ammunition. 

The  enemy  now  made  an  attack  from  three  directions  with  great  desperation,  approaching 
within  fifty  feet  of  the  stockade.  I  kept  up  a  constant  and  well  directed  fire  upon  him  for 
ten  minutes,  when,  finding  it  impossible  to  dislodge  us  or  seriously  injure  our  men,  and  his 
own  falling  rapidly  around,  be  made  a  rapid  retreat  to  tbe  woods  in  great  confu^on.  His 
men  ran  in  every  direction  before  oui  fire,  throwing  down  their  arms,  and  immediately  fell 
back  out  of  range.  Soon  after,  an  attempt  was  made  to  destroy  tbe  luilroad  above  us.  I 
went  out  with  a  party  and  drove  them  away. 

I  at  once  sent  messengers  to  Manchester  and  McMinnville,  on  foot,  through  the  enemy's 
lines,  with  information.  To  do  this  dangerous  duty  I  called  for  voluntsei's,  and  from  those 
offering  to  go  I  sent  Clinton  S.  Sea,  private,  company  A,  to  MeMinnville,  and  Henry  F. 
Thayer,  pnvate,  company  D,  ninth  Michigan,  to  Manchester.  They  both  got  safely  through 
and  gave  information  of  our  situation. 

The  enemy's  force  s  censiated  of  Colonel  Wharton's  Texas  rangers  ;  one  battaiion  Alabama 
cavalry,  Captain  Bneeoats ;  one  battalion  Tennessee  cavalry,  Major  Smith,  and  one  battalion 
Kentticky  cavalry,  numbering,  as  I  loam  from  Dr.  Houston,  surgeon  Texas  cavalry,  fifteen 
hundred  strong.  I  h&ve  also  the  same  information  from  Lieutenant  Butler  and  other  prison- 
ers. We  buried  twelve  of  the  enemy  left  dead  and  dying  on  the  field,  and  have  forty-one  of 
his  wounded  in  our  hands  and  scattered  among  the  honses  of  citizens  in  the  vicinity.  Among 
the  dead  are  Captiun  W.  Y.  Houston  and  Lieutenant  Butter,  Texas  rangej-s.  Our  loss  is 
nine  wounded,  to  wit :  seven  of  company  I,  eighteenth  Ohio  volunteers ;  one  of  company 
A,  eighteenth  Ohio  toluuieei's,  and  one  of  company  D,  ninth  Michigan  volunteers.  Two 
are  wounded  dangerously  and  the  others  slightly.     I  send  list  of  wounded. 

Drs.  Johnson  and  Mills,  surgeons  eighteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  arrived  at  midnight,  and  at 
once  proceeded  to  give  all  possible  attention  to  the  wounded.  At;  daylight  Drs.  Stemmcl 
and  Sabin,  tiventy-sixth  Ohio  volunteers,  arrived  from  McMinnvilie  and  assisted  in  atten- 
tions to  the  wounded  and  suffering.  To  all  the  gentlemen  my  thanks  aie  due  for  their  prompt- 
ness, industry,  and  skill  in  admimstering  to  the  wounded. 

We  captured  eight  horses,  three  saddles,  and  thirty  guns.  The  conduct  of  all  the  ofBcerrf 
and  men  of  the  command  was  such  as  to  compel  my  admiration.  They  fonght  from  the 
first  with  great  coolness,  bravery,  and  determination.    The  enemy  outnnmbei'eQ  us  as  nine 


Respectfiilly  forwarded. 
A  inie  copy : 


Mi(Jor  General  BVELl.,  Deckerd : 


Masche.Ster,  September  1,  186^. 


Sent  report  of  dtJaen  fivm  livjngston  at  12  m.  to-day  Received  despatch  iiom  Captain 
Miller  about  11  o'clock  last  night  from  the  r^lroad  bridge  eight  miles  fioia  McMinuville. 
Ho  was  attadted  by  Forrest's  cavalry,  one  thousand  five  hunihed  strong  men  dismounted. 
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They  were  handsomely  repalseJ,  and  fled,  leaving  fifteen  dead  on  the  ground.  Seat  Geneva! 
Wood,  with  a  brigade  and  Home  cavsJiy,  on  the  OhBttanooga  road.  He  sent  cavalry,  under 
Major  Foster,  to  within  five  miles  of  Dunlap.  Eeports  that  he  encountered  the  enemy's 
pickets  eight  miles  this  side  of  Dunlap,  which  he  drove  in  for  throe  milea,  coming  in  succes- 
sion upon  different  outposts.  Learned  that  General  Bra";g  wes  there  with  three  brigades, 
encamped  np  and  down  the  Sequatchie.  There  is  also  another  force  some  seven  milua  higher 
up  the  vatloy.  People  with  whom  Major  Foster  conversed  thought  the  eneinj  was  march- 
ing up  the  valley.  These  reports  of  citizens  not  known  are  good  for  nought.  Major  Poster 
aiso  reports  no  water  fi'om  the  foot  of  the  mount^n  this  side,  to  the  foot  on  the  other  side,  a 
distance  of  fifteen  miles.  A  small  party  was  sent  to  Beersheha  Springs.  Were  told  by  citi- 
zens that  a  rebel  force,  fifteen  hundred  strong,  (cavalry,)  were  eneamped  yesterday  on  Big 
creek,  six  or  seven  miles  from  Altamont,  towards  Dunlap.  Heard  from  Qeneral  McGook 
at  Altamont  last  night ;  has  captured  two  of  Brag's  body-guard,  who  report  that  he  has  a 
large  force,  but  not  yet  in  the  Sequatchie  valley.  His  oavaiiy  think  he  has  a  division  there. 
News  from  all  sources  seems  to  confirm  the  report  of  the  citizen  &om  Livingston,  TeimesseB, 
that  the  enemy  will  move  hia  miun  force  by  Sparla.  If  he  is  moving  on  Mturfi'eesboro',  by 
Sparta,  I  think  the  sooner  we  concentrate  hi  meet  him,  and  drive  him  baok,  the  better ;  and 
Miirfreieshoro'  seems  to  be  the  point  from  which  we  shoni3  operate.  It  wouM  be  very  ad- 
viintageous  if  one  brigade  was  stationed  at  Smithville  to  watch  any  movement  of  the  enemy 
on  our  left  flank,  as  there  seems  to  be  some  prohability  of  a  moTement  on  my  left  tmd  rear, 
if  the  enemy  can  assemblo  force  enough  for  that  purpose. 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  Qenetal  United  States  Vvlunieers. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Brigade, 

!f(ar  McMiunvilU,   Tenttessee,  August  31,  1862. 

Sir  ;  111  pursuance  to  orders  fi'om  Brigadier  General  Wood  to  cut  off  General  Forrest  and 
his  command,  who  was  passing  t«  the  westward,  and  within  two  miles  of  this  camp,  making 
bis  way  northward,  and  upon  five  minutes'  notice,  after  procuring  a  guide,  I  marched  Jn  a 
circuitous  route  through  the  woods  to  the  Murfreesboro'  and  McMiimville  road,  a  distance  of 
sis  miles  from  camp,  I  pushed  forward  in  the  direction  of  Murfreesboro'  in  "  quick  time" 
until  I  came  to  an  open  country,  where,  at  some  distance  aci'oss  the  fields,  I  diaeovered  the 
column  of  General  Forrest,  consisUng  entirely  ol'cavahj^.  The  enemy  having  becomeaware 
of  my  presence  at  this  lime,  then  cemmenced  an  exeiUng  race  between  Ma  command  of 
cavalry  and  my  column  of  infantry  for  the  intersection  of  the  two  roads.  I  ordered  my  com- 
mand forward  at  a  "  donble-quick,"  which  they  obeyed  cheerfolly,  although  they  had 
marched  several  miles  at  "  quiet  ^me"  without  water.  I  discovered,  when  about  fonrj  or 
Ave  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  junction  of  the  roads,  tihat  General  FoiTest  hfid.  formed 
his  command  in  line  of  battle  to  receive  my  attack.  I  immediately  ordered  Lieutenant  Estep, 
commanding  eighth  Indiana  battery,  to  lake  up  a  position  on  an  elavaled  piece  of  ground 
in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  road,  with  instrucSons  to  commence  firing ;  and  the  advance 
guard,  (companies  A  and  F,  Captains  James  and  Peatman,  of  the  twenty-sisth  Ohio,)  under 
Major  Di^enfeldt,  to  deploy  in  Iront  of  the  artillery,  on  the  low  ground,  advance  and  com- 
mence firing.  In  the  mean  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Young,  commanding  the  twonty-siilh 
Ohio  r^ment,  agi-eeably  tc  instructions,  formed  his  regiment  in  rear  of  the  advance  gutuvi, 
and  followed  it  efosely  in.  line  of  battle.  After  firing  a  (ew  rounds  the  enemy's  line  gave  way 
in  the  centre.  His  right  wing  (the  Texas  rangere  and  some  Alabama  troops)  was  forced  to 
take  the  hack  traii  to  our  left,  while  General  Forrest,  with  his  left  wing,  scampered  oS  in 
the  direction  of  Murfreeshoro'.  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Jarvis  forward  on  the  main  road,  with 
one  seclion  of  ardlle^,  to  fire  on  General  Forrest's  detachment,  and  gave  instrucfions  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  GoiTuan,  commanding  seventeenth  Indiana,  to  support  him  with  his 
regiment.  I  then  ordered  Lieutenant  Voris,  with  the  other  section,  supported  by  the 
fifty  eighth  Indiana,  Colonel  Baell  commanding,  to  follow  up  and  to  fire  on  the  Texas 
rangers,  leaving  the  twenty-sixth  Ohio  to  occupy  the  centre. 

In  a  very  short  time  the  enemy  were  entirely  dispersed  in  every  direction — so  much  so 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  I  could  determine  on  which  toad  it  would  be  most  profitable 
to  parsae  him.  I  immediately  concluded  lo  follow  him  on  the  Murfreesboro'  road ;  but  it 
had  grown  so  dark  that  I  was  enahled  to  pursue  him  but  about  two  miles,  when  I  was  forced 
to  abandon  the  chase  in  consequence  of  the  men  and  animals  suffering  for  water.  I  returned 
to  camp  the  same  night,  arriving  about  11  o'clock. 

The  gi'ound  over  which  we  foujjht  presented  every  indication  of  the  utmost  confusion  and 
consternation  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  the  woods  and  roads  being  strewn  with  arms,  wear- 
ing apparel,  &c.,  &e.  Ax^companying  this  I  have  the  honor  to  present  a  list  of  the  property 
that  tell  into  our  hands. 

The  actual  loss  of  the  enemy  I  had  no  means  of  ascertaining;  but,  from  the  statementa  of 
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citiaeiia  subsequently  received,  nnd  Irom  his  owu  admissions,  liis  loss  must  Imvs  been  trom 
eifrhteen  to  twenty  in  killed  and  woanded. 

It  is  witli  pleasure  timt  I  inform  you  that  tbeee  fine  Tegiments  of  your  division  never  came 
into  line  in  better  order  at  their  battalion  drills  than  tiey  di<l  upon  tliis  occasion. 

The  artillery  eommajided  by  Lieuteuant  Estep  was  well  handled,  quickly  got  into  praition, 
fired  rapidly,  and  with  precinion. 

The  command  of  that  portion  of  the  brigade  that  acBompanJed  the  expedition  devolved 
upon  Die  in  consequence  of  the  severe  illness  of  Briftadier  General  Hascall  who  was  at  the 
time  confined  to  hia  room.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  3d  Kentucky  lament  did  not  par- 
ticipate in  eonsequenee  of  just  having  returned  f:om  a  severe  march  of  two  days'  duration, 
thus  entirely  incapacitating  them  for  further  immediate  service. 

I  cannot  apeak  too  highly  in  praise  of  the  members  of  the  general  staff;  Captain  Ed.  B. 
Keratetter,  asaistant  adjutant  a;eneral,  and  Lieutenants  James  R.  Hame,  Julea  J.  Montagnier, 
and  Charles  H.  Bruce,  aides-de-camp,  were  aefiTe  in  conveying  my  commands  to  every  part 
of  tLe  field.     I  would  respectfully  commend  them  to  your  favoiable  notice. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  FYFFE, 
Col.  26ift  Ohio  Volanteers,  Commanding. 

Cftptaiu  William  H,  Schlateh, 

Aaat  Adj't  Gen'l,  6th  Di»isian,  Armynfthe  Ohio. 
A  true  copy :  S.  C.  EELLOGQ. 

Brevet  Major  and  Aidc-de-Ciimp. 

Hf.adqi.  ART  Kits  First  Division  Arms  of  the  Ohio, 

McmTmmlh,  Teimeasee,  August  31,  1863, 
Gexisral  Bt:eLL,  Deckerd: 

Thursday  rovrest  was  whipped  by  Colonel  Gross,  near  Woodbury.  Friday  he  attacked  the 
Btookade  on  the  McMinnville  railroad,  eight  miles  from  here,  and  was  whipped  ogaAn,  and 
returned  up  Hickory  croek ;  started  yesterday  for  Bragg's  camp,  by  Altamont ;  was  met  by 
McCook'B  advance,  and  again  whipped.  He  then  returned  toward  Woodbmy,  but  was 
pursued  by  one  of  Wood's  regiments,  overtaken  and  attacked  at  the  crossing  of  the  road 
ftora  Manchester  to  SmltliYille,  and  the  road  from  here  to  Murfreesboro',  and  again  badly 
whipped  and  dispersed. 


Dbckekd,  Angast  30,  1862. 
Major  General  Thowas,  McMinnville : 

General  orders. — The  following  movements  of  troops  are  ordered,  viz. : 
First.  The  wagon  trains  and  artillery  under  escort  of  the  1st  brigade,  Colonel  Walker, 
cominacdiag,  to  move  as  follows,  to  wit :  To  TuUahoma  on  the  31st  instant ;  to  Keat's  on 
tlie  1st,  and  thence  to  within  five  miles  of  Nashville  on  the  2d ;  on  the  3d,  on  the  Nashville 
pike,  thence  to  halt  and  encamp.  The  commanding  ofEcer  will  report  to  General  Eousseau 
in  person  in  Naehvilie  for  further  orders. 

Second.  The  fifth  division  (Crittenden's)  will  march  to  Manchester,  and  there  draw  dghteen 
thousand  rations  on  the  SJst;  to  Hoover's  Gap  on  the  1st  of  Sepfomber;  to  a  point  within 
five  milea  of  Mnrfreeaboro'  on  the  2d ;  to  Murfreesboro'  on  the  33 ;  a  brigade  will  lie  pushed 
forward  by  forced  maroheB  to-night,  so  as  to  reach  Hoover's  Gap  early  to-morrow.  It  must 
he  held  until  occupied  in  Bnooesaion  by  bribes  of  the  rear  divisions,  «ich  of  which  will  push 
forward  a  bri|^e  ibr  that  purpose  on  arriving  at  Manchester, 

Third.  The  first  division  (Schoeprs)  to  march  to  HUlsboro'  on  the  31st,  to  within  eight 
miles  of  Beech  G>rove ;  on  the  1st,  drawing  fifteen  thousand  rations  in  passing  Manchester, 
to  a  point  within  fourteen  miles  of  MurTreesboro'  on  the  3d;  toMurfreesboro'  on  the  3d.  This 
division  (first)  will  draw  fifteen  thousand  rations  at  Manchester  in  passing. 

Fourth.  The  second  division  (MeCook's)  to  march  from  its  present  position  to  Pelham  on 
the  lat,  unless  he  has  marched  to  Hickory  ci'eek,  in  which  case  he  will  continue  on  that  road 
to  Manchester  on  the  ad,  whither  he  goes  by  Pelham  or  Hickory  creek  to  Hoover's  Gap  on 
the  3d,  and  to  a  point  within  ten  miles  of  Murfreeahoro'  on  the  4th,  and  to  Mmfireesboro'  on 
the  5tb.  This  divi^on  to  take  np  what  raUons  remained  at  Manchester,  about  twenty-seven 
thousand  rations. 

Fifth.  The  fourth  and  sixth  division  under  General  Thomas,  to  march  hia'  divisions  to 
Claremont  on  the  3d,  and  Eeadyville  on  the  4th,  and  to  Murfreesboro'  on  the  5th. 

Si£th.  The  thirteenth  Michigan,  Simon's  battery,  and  three  companies  of  engineers  and 
mechanics  at  Stevenson,  tomarch  t^Fautallon  on  Uie  31st ;  toElknver  onthelst;  toDnck 
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riveT  on  the  8d ;  to  War  Trace  on  tho  3d ;  to  Cbristiann  on  the  4tii ;  ta  Mnrfreeiiboro'  on  the 
5lh.  The  thirty-aeventh  Indiana,  now  on  tha  line  between  Stevenson  and  Declterd,  and  that 
part  of  the  twenty-fourth.  lUinoia  nnd  ninth  Michigan,  on  the  line  between  Deckerd  and 
Murfreesboro',  will  be  relieved  by  Brigadier  General  Smith,  who  is  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  troopa  named  in  this  paragraph  and  to  the  duty  of  relieving  all  the  bridge  guards  on 
the  anival  of  the  troops  at  Deckerd,  and  mmeh  the  whole  couimand  as  above  directed, 
reauhiag  Murfreesboro'  on  the  5th.  A  liaia  of  fifty  wagons  will  accompany  this  command  to 
convey  the  siclc 

Seventh.  The  eirfileenth  Ohio  and  other  troops  between  Manchester  and  McMinnville  will 
be  concentrated  at  Mancheslflr  on  the  1st  by  Colonel  Stanley,  and  will  march  fi-om  that  point 
with  the  second  division,  (McCook'a.) 

These  ordeca  must  be  strictly  and  rioidly  complied  with,  and  the  niBrchee  made  in  good 
order,  and  without  straggling  or  conftision.  Commanders  will  be  held  responsible  for  this. 
In  case,  however,  (he  eneray  should  not  press  upon  Altamont  and  McMinnviDe,  the  troops  at 
that  point  will  delay  as  long  aa  ther  can  do  so  and  still  have  a  day's  march  between  the 
enemy's  advanced  guards,  if  indeed  the  enemy  should  follow  at  all.  The  different  columns 
on  the  same  rente  will  communicate  with  each  other  daily,  and  report  if  any  moTementa  of  the 
enemy  or  other  controlling  ohataclea  should  unavoidably  inteipose  with  the  order  of  marehr 
ing.  But  it  is  expected  that  everyHiing  that  energy  and  fortitude  can  accomplish  will  be 
done  to  overcomo  and  accomplish  such  difficulties ;  strong  pioneer  parties  will  be  sent  with 
the  advance  guard  and  invariably  clear  the  road  of  obstacles,  and  they  will  be  thrown  for- 
ward as  tar  as  the  cavalry  advance  as  safety  will  permit,  to  prevent  the  road  from  being  ob- 
structed by  the  enemy. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 


Headquarters,  Jngust  31,  ] 


A  true  copy: 


General  Thomas; 

The  general  purpose  of  my  order  is  to  concentrate  at  Murfreesboro'.  The  rearmost  detach- 
ments cannot  get  np  in  these  until  the  5th  instant.  Your  movements  should  be  to  Clar- 
mont  on  the  3d,  and  to  Eeadyville  on  the  4th,  and  to  Murfreesboro'  on  the  5th,  and  it  is  of 
Gounse  highly  important  llat  you  shonld  conform  to  the  movements  of  other  columns ;  but 
it  is  also  important  that  you  should  not  risk  a  battle.  Tou  should,  if  possible,  keep  a  day's 
'  '    '  '  ■■'     It  will  not  answer  to  trust  detachments.    All  must  be 

BUELL. 

A  true  copy:  S.  C.  KELLOGG, 

BrcBct  MiijoT  and  jlirfe-de-Camp. 

DliCKEM),  August  31,  18®. 
General  KEL90S; 

General  Van's  scouts  have  Just  reached  here,  and  report  the  enemy  crossing  the  mountains 
on  the  Thorraan  and  Tracy  Hill  road,  and  that  their  destination,  from  what  they  said,  was 
Nashville.  They  seem  to  be  in  two  columns,  and  are  said  to  be  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
strong.  Fifteen  hundred  infantry  had  crossed  the  mountfdns  on  yesterday  at  2  o'clock.  He 
says  he  conversed  witli  a  captain  who  gave  him  this  information.  One  regiment  of  cavalry 
was  without  rations  entirely,  and  all  men  very  scarce  of  provisions  and  scattered  through  the 
coimtry  two  miles  in  every  direction  gettinfj  food  as  best  they  could.  Their  motto—Nash- 
ville or  hell. 


Hudhard's  Cofe,  Aagust  31,  1S62, 
(.'.I'uera!  Thomas: 

I  was  compelled  to  fall  back  from  Altamont  on  a«connt  of  scarcity  of  water  and  forage.  I 
will  camp  fo-day  aa  near  the  junction  of  the  Hubbard's  cross-roads  and  the  McMinnville  road 
as  possible.  I  made  a  recoanoiasance  this  morning  about  four  miles  south  of  Altamont,  and 
found  the  enemy's  oavah-y  about  two  hundred  strong;  no  infantry  or  artillery  in  sight ;  do 
not  believe  they  are  in  force  on  the  Thurman  road.  Forrest's  cavalry  met  my  advance  to- 
day, fled  before  them,  and  has  passed  up  McMinnville  road  towards  Beersheba,  on  Collier 
river.    I  sent  a  despatch  to  you  yesterday  by  a  negro ;  did  you  get  it  7 
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Teillahoma,  Aaga.31  3],  1663. 
General  Thomas  ; 

I  do  not  knnw  wliat  to  make  of  informadon  we  get  in  regai'd  to  tlie  strenglli  and  inOTe- 
ments  of  tlie  enemy.  Have  you  aiiived  at  any  conclnsion  about  it!  Answer  at  once.  I 
once  thought  oiu'  imbrmatioii  tolerably  definite  as  to  his  force,  but  lie  seems  to  iiave  vrtnisbed. 
I  hear  of  nothing  now  but  Bmall  caralry  guards. 

D.  C.  BUEIJ.. 
A  true  copy : 


Headquarthus  Fiust  Division  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

McMin-avitte,  'lean.,  August  31,  1S6S. 
Major  General  Buell,  Tutlahoma : 

Despatch  received.  All  that  I  know  of  the  enemy's  forces  number  about  five  hundred . 
tbe  Chattanooga  road,  about  the  same  number  near  Spaita,  a  small  force  near  Pikesville,  a 
Forrest's  cavaLy,  siud  to  number  about  fifteen  hundred  strong.  The  general  impression 
that  the  enemy  is  advandng,  but  I  have  yet  to  see  the  person  who  has  seen  any  ot^HiB  Ch: 
tanooga  forces  proper. 

GEOEGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General  U.  S.  FoianteeTS. 
A  (rue  copy : 


General  Tm 


TULLAHOMA,  SeplemlicT  1,  18G3. 


Do  any  circumBtanees  present  themselves  which  would  make  a  chaoge  ia  our  movemei 
advisable!    Answer  qniekly  \  I  will  be  here  a  few  niiniites. 

D,  C.  liUELL, 


Headquarters  Tirst  Division  Army  or  the  Ohio, 

McMluavilie,  Se(j(e,(.icr  1,  ISGi!. 
General  Buell,  Tultahoma : 

My  last  despatcb  last  night  gives  all  the  information  I  can  obtain.    I  think  as  the  moi 
meut  has  commenced,  that  it  bad  better  be  executed. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General  U.  S,  VolanteeTS. 
A  true  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-camp, 

Headquae.ti;«s  FiitST  Divis 

Geoeml  Buell   Murfreesb/iTo" : 

Smith  has  returned  from  Dunlap.  He  saw  fonr  regiments  of  infentry  and  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  13-pounders,  march  up  the  Sequatchie  valley  towards  Pikesville  Saturday  atteinoon, 
three  raiments  of  cavalry  and  two  small  pieces  of  artillery  having  previously  marched  for 
Pifcesville.  He  was  told  that  this  was  the  advance  of  a  force  of  forty -five  thousand  which 
was  to  march  on  this  place  by  the  Dunlap  and  Thurman  roads;  also  by  Spencer  and  Sparta, 
He  was  also  told  that  they  were  on  their  way  to  Kentucky.  From  what  be  could  see  these 
troops  were  not  well  provided  with  provisions.  Their  arms  seemed  to  be  good,  but  many  had 
shot  guns.  They  appeared  to  be  in  low  spirits.  Cheatam  was  in  command,  Hardee  was 
there ;  his  ti'oops  were  expected  the  nest  day.  Smith  heard  drums  beating  below  Dunlap 
Sunday  morning  before  he  left  home,  but  did  not  see  any  troops.  Be  met  t&e  same  eavahy 
force  on  the  mountain  which  bas  so  often  been  reported  to  you.  He  was  informed  that  Bragg 
had  two  ateamera  and  one  hovse-boat  at  Chattanooga  constantly  engaged  in  crossing  troops, 
and  that  they  woald  bring  wilb  them  fifty  pieoes  of  artillery. 

GEORGE  H,  THOMAS, 

Major  General  U.  S.  Volimteers. 
A  true  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Breut  Major  and  Aide-dt'Camp. 
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General  Bpbll,  MarfreeshoTe' : 

I  will  start  to-morrow.  I  liave  liear^  ae^n  that  tbe  enemy  intenda  adyanoing:  on  this  plaee 
by  the  Thnrman,  Thmlap,  and  Sparla,  roaaa.  By  ooacentrafiiig  at  Mnrfteesbcro'  we  eiiall  be 
within  striking^  distance  of  this  place.  By  convenient  road^  our  main  force  can  he  thrown 
upon  the  enemy  between  this  and  Declterd  or  Hillsboro',  overoome  him  and  Mve  him  towards 
Spavtji,  his  longest  line  of  retreat.  A  larger  force  of  uaTalry  and  Ught  infantry  can  be  pashed 
across  the  mountain  t«  Dnnlap,  by  the  Dunlap  and  Thurnian  road,  attaek  him  in  rear  and 
completely  route  hie  whole  force,  I  liave  studied  lie  roads,  and  am  now  convincea  that  tins 
is  our  best  plan  of  attain. 

eEOEGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
A  tTiic  copy ; 

8,  0.  KELLO&G, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aids-de-Canip. 


Coionol  Try,  ChUf  of  Staf,  Nashville : 
General  Buell's  oriior  of  this  date,  fo  maroh  dirt 
d  with  as  soon  as  possible. 


September  3. — Evacuated  McMinnville  in  obedience  to  department  orders  of 
September  1,  bringing  away  all  government  property,  and  reaebed  Mnrfreea- 
boro'  September  5  with  tbe  troops,  then  proceeded  in  person  to  Nasbville  by 
rail  the  same  day  in  obedience  to  orders,  reiicquishiDg  command  of  tlie  troops 
■which  formed  the  garrison  of  McMinnville  and  resuming  command  of  tbe  first 
division. 

Septemler  7  — Assigned  to  command  of  NaehvUle  hj  Special  Orders  No. 
154,  headquarters  department  of  the  Ohio.  Gamson  composed  of  my  own, 
Kegley's,  and  Pahaer's  divisions,  and  a  large  number  of  conyaleaceots. 

Note. — The  enemy's  main  army  haS.  effected  a  crossing  of  the  Cumberland  river  at  Car- 
thage and  above,  and  was  invading  Kentucky  by  way  of  Soottsboro'  and  Glasgow,  slrllring 
for  Louisville.  Breckinridge,  with  a  large  force  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  waa  left 
behind  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  garrison  of  Nashville  and  to  invest  the  place. 

Septemdek  11,  1862—11  p.  m. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville  : 

Orders  have  been  sent  to  Mitchell  to-night  to  march  to-morrow  to  Tyree  springs,  and  to 
MitchellviOe  neit  day,  and  thence  to  Bowling  Green,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  Send  him 
at  once  an  order  to  this  effect,  to  provide  against  the  accident  of  my  note  not  reaching  him. 
If  he  sboald  not  be  required  he  will  be  sent  bacit  with  a  train  of  supplies.  You  will  under- 
stand from  the  movemnnts  of  the  enemy  that  a  battle  is  possible  near  Mitchellville,  or  Frank- 
)r  in  the  vicinity  of  Bowling  Green,  and  you  must  be  in  readiness  and  act  according  to 


FRY. 
A  trae  copy: 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
BrcBcf  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


MrrCSELLTILLE,  September  12,  I8G2--8  p   m 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville: 

Mitchell's  division  is  ordered  to  return  and  report  to  you,  and  to  pet  withm  hvo  miles  of 
Nashyille  to-moiTow.      The  railroad  was  torn  up  to- lay  between  Franfclm  ind  BunliDg 

Oreun,  aad  it  is  not  possible  to  send  a  wagon  train  to  3  on  wifhuut  bringing  Mitchell  up  W 
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escort  it,  and  that  might  endanger  him.     So  you  must  depend  upon  yonrself  for  tha  anppliee 
for  the  present.    Forrest  with  his  caTahj  is  uear  hove,  moving  to  the  north.  All  well  here. 

A  trae  copy  ; 

■     S.  C.  KELLOGO 
Breset  Slajo7  and  Aide  de  Camp 

September  13  1%2 
Major  Geaeral  Thomas,  Nashmlle : 

General  Mitchell  is  ordered  to  proceed  on  to  Bowling  Green,  and  will  not  retiim  to  yon 
The  indications  are  too  strong  that  the  enemy  n'ill  move  the  greater  part  of  his  ioite  ii 
Kentneky  to  try  anii  save  the  troops  h( '•  -  "- "•-'  "--' — ""  '-  ' '  ^"' 

A.  true  copy  ; 


Major  General  Thoham  : 

March  with  your  oivn  and  Payee's  division  for  Bowling  Green  on  receipt  of  this  order. 
You  mnst  reach  Bowling  Green  m  three  Hays  and  a  half  at  most,  and  will  march  directly  oa 
fi-om  there.  Yon  must  march  by  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  day  after  to-morrow, 
and  earlier  if  posaible.  Leave  liie  rfege  artillery  and  most  of  the  cavalry  with  Negley.  It 
eeems  qriite  eerltun  Uiat  the  whole  of  Bragg's  army  is  in  or  marching  to  Kentucky,  and  that 
it  will  be  concentrated  at  Glasgow  to-morrow  ii  not  sooner.  If,  however,  jou  have  posit jve 
informa'don  that  as  much  aa  two  divisionH  of  Bragg's  artoy  are  near  Hashville,  or  not  march- 
ing ki  cross  the  Cumberland,  yon  may,  if  yon  deem  it  advisable,  leave  Payne's  dirision  and 
brmg  only  yoni  own.  Post  Segley  at  the  defeasible  works  and  position,  and  at  the  capitol, 
arid  at  the  bridge,  and  direct  Mm  to  leave  twenliy  days'  rations  at  each  point  for  its  garrison. 
He  must  flefend  his  position  to  the  lastexlreiaity.  Bring  only  wagons  enough  to  cany  yonr 
ammnrdtion  and  foar  days'  Inll  rations,  and  the  cooking  ntensils,  not  exceeding  five  loaded 
Tv^ons  to  each  regiment,  exclusive  of  ammTiniaon.  You  may,  however,  act  at  yonr  own 
discretion,  and  unSnown  to  the  troops  bring  fifty  wagons  to  each  division  to  carry  men  who 
give  out  on  the  march.  Yon  must,  however,  start  with  none  but  able-bodied  men.  You 
will  find  the  best  watering  places  at  Tyree  springs,  and  at  a  creek  five  mileanorth  of  Mitch- 
ellville,  and  at  Cave  Creek  springs,  tlnee  miles  south  of  Bowling  Oi'een,  and  it  is  expected 

;ou  wiil  be  ahle  to  make  these  marehes.  Explain  the  urgency  of  this  matter  to  Govei'noi- 
ohnson.  If  Bragg's  army  is  defeated  Nashville  is  safe ;  if  not  it  is  lost.  At  any  rate,  bring 
forage  for  your  command  on  the  march  for  three  days. 

FEY. 


S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
,i  left  with  Negley,  and  I  marched  with  mj 
ij!g  Bowling  Green  at  12  m.  on  the  ISth. 


HCAB(iiiARTEKS,  Dripping  Spbiugs, 

ScpteToier  18,  18G2, 
General  Thomia ; 

Push  jour  division  forward  at  the  earliest  possible  hour.  I  shall  e:!:pec£  you  at  Green 
river  by  day  atler  to-morrow  morning ;  bring  the  r&BBrved  artillery  ammunition  with  you ; 
put  yonr  train  across  the  river  to-night  if  possible,  and  guard  ii  well  on  the  march,  Forrest 
is  said  to  he  about  Brownsville  witfi  a  large  cavalry  force.  The  garrison  of  Mnnfordayille 
surrendered  yesterd^  morning,  and  I  learn  that  Bragg,  hearing  that  I  was  close  upon  him, 
immediately  threw  his  whole  torce  across  the  river,  i  expect  to  be  there  earlj^  to-morrow ; 
bring  no  train,  except  enough  to  carry  reserve  ammunition,  provisions,  and  cooking  utensils, 
and  leave  that,  excepting  ammunition,  at  whatever  point  on  the  road  you  may  find  the  other 
trains  picketed.  Teft  Colonel  Bruce  to  be  industrious  in  collecting  supplies ;  to  keep  himself 
and  me  fully  informed  of  the  movements  of  any  enemy  about  him ;  protect  tbe  supplies  and 
defend  his  post  to  the  last  extremity. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
JITujar  Geiterai  Commaadmg, 
A  true  copy  ; 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  MajuT  and  Aide-de-Carnp. 
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General  Buell  : 

Kecoivpd  yoni'  oi'der  of  Tues()ay,  S  o'clock  p.  m.  It  is  certain,  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  is 
near  Nashville,  awaiting  an  opportunity  ta  attack  it ;  I  shall,  therefore,  leave  Pay  ue's  division 
here.  Will  mai'ch  with  luy  tliviaion  at  the  time  oidered,  and  reach  Bowling  Green  as  boot 
as  possible. 


September  20. — Joined  the  main  army  s.t  Prewitt'a  Knob  and  found  the  enemy 
immediately  in  onr  front,  skirmisbing  with  Crittenden's  pieketa. 

". — Tn  comphance  with  oidtra,  waa  engaged  in  disposiog  CiittPn- 
id  Wood's  divisions  m  older  of  battle,  wheii  the  pickets  reported  the 
enemy  retiring,  Informalion  was  immediately  aent  to  headquarters,  and  the 
nrmy,  with  lie  exceptioa  ot  my  division  put  ui  motion  lu  pursuit  I  was 
ordered  to  remain  oup  day  to  give  protection  to  the  coavalescenta  and  pubbc 
stores,  until  they  eould  be  sent  back  to  Bowling  Grieen  Having  seen  all  the 
rtick  and  the  surplus  atoies  safely  to  the  lear,  I  matched  on  the  morning  of  bep 
tember  24,  and  reached  LouisMlle  with  the  division  at  2  p  m  on  the  27th  ot 
September. 

Septemher  39. — Received  orders  at  the  hands  of  Coliinel  McKihben,  aide  de- 
camp staff  of  Major  Geneidl  Halleck,  commanding  United  States  armj ,  assign- 
ing me  to  the  command  of  t!ie  army  of  the  Ohio ;  but  decliiiiag,  the  order  was 
countermanded, 

Septemher  30. — "Was  announced  as  second  in  command  of  the  army  of  the 
Oliio,  per  Special  Order  No.  159,  headquarters  ai-my  of  the  Ohio.  Continued 
in  thia  position  throughout  the  campaign  in  Kentucky ;  commanded  the  right 
wing  of  the  army  during  the  battle  of  Perryville,  October  8,  1862,  and  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  from  Perryville  to  Barbouraville. 

October  7—7  p,  m. 
General:  The  3d  corps,  Gilbert's,  is  within  tiu'ee  and  a  half  miles  of  Perryrille,  the 
~  '  "  'jcing  nearer — perhaps  two  and  a  half  miles.  Prom  all  the  infoiTiiatioa  received  to- 
thought  the  enemy  will  resist  our  advance  into  PerryviEa.  They  are  saJd  to  have  a 
fiorce  in  and  around  the  place.  We  expect  to  attack  and  carry  the  place  to-morrow, 
at  three  o'clock  precisely  to-morrow  morning  without  fUl,  and  if  poasihle  get  aJl  the 
I'.aateeus  filled,  and  have  the  men  cautioned  to  use  water  in  the  most  sparing  manner.  Every 
officer  must  caution  his  men  on  thia  point.  Send  back  every  team  and  animal  that  is  not 
absolutely  necessary  with  the  troops,  as  they  will  suffer  for  water.  All  the  wagons  that  can 
must  move  in  rear  of  jour  titiops. 

The  right  of  Gilbert's  corps  rests  opposite  to  Gordon's  place,  wbich  is  on  the  Lebanon  pike, 
and  from  "Gordon's"  to  Gilbert's  rigbt  is  about  two  or  two  and  a  quarler  miles.  When  the 
two  corps  get  up  to  Ihat  vidnity — tiiatis  to  say,  three  orthreeaud  a  half-miles  from  town — let 
the  front  be  halted  and  put  in  order  of  battle,  and  the  whole  column  closed  ap,  and  the  men 
allowed  to  rest  in  position,  and  made  as  comfortable  aa  posMbla,  but  not  allowed  to  scatter. 
Tbe  commander  of  the  corps  must  then  immediately  have  the  front  recoimoitred,  and  gain 
all  the  information  he  can  of  the  position  of  Ite  enemy,  and  his  strengtb,  and  also  orthe 
nature  of  the  country  in  his  front.  This  must  be  done  by  inquiry  of  the  iuliahitants,  and 
personal  examination  of  officers  and  by  the  reconooissance. 

When  the  column  has  got  into  position  yon  wiU  please  report  is  person  at  these  lieadnuar- 
ters  with  all  tbe  information  yon  may  have  been  able  to  obtain,  and  it 
movements    will  be  given.      Sand   orderlies  back  witJi  bearer  to  learn  m 
quarters  are.     All  the  nsual  precautions  must  he  taken  and  preparations  made  for  a 

There  is  no  water  near  us,  and  w  '    "  "  .  ■         — 

Nothing  bas  been  heard  of  you  si 
EespeetfuUy,  &o.. 

General  TnoMAS,  Second  in  C 
&.  UuB  copy : 
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At  daylight  (in  ilie  morning  of  the  8tli  of  October  the  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Ed.  McOook,  in  advance  of  the  right  wing,  had  reached  the 
point  indicated  ia  the  foregoing  communication — on  the  Lehanon  and  Peviyville 
road.  Upon  hia  arrival,  Colonel  McCoofe  sent  me  a  mesBage  that  he  had 
enconntei-ed  the  enemy's  pickets  and  had  di-iven  thorn  a  mile  beyond  in  the 
direction  of  PerryvUle.  I  immediately  rode  to  the  front  and  gave  divectiona  for 
the  formation  of  Crittenden's  corps,  sending  ray  aid.  Captain  O.  A.  Mack,  fourth 
United  States  artillery,  to  General  Bsoll,  reporting  my  position  and  requesting 
him  to  send  oi-ders  hy  Captain  Mack,  the  enemy  being  reported  immediately  in 
my  front,  for  which  reason  I  did  not  like  to  leave  my  troops.  About  4  p.  m. 
Captaia  Mack  returned  with  verbal  orders  from  General  Buell  to  hold  one  divi- 
sion in  readiness  to  re-enforce  the  centre  if  necessary,  and  also  to  reconnoitre  my 
fi-ont  to  see  if  the  enemy  haii  re-enforced  his  left  or  was  withdrawiiig,  which  in- 
formation was  to  be  reported  to  him  immediately.  Notwitli  Stan  ding  my  recon- 
noissance  developed  the  enemy  still  in  my  front,  I  had  no  orders  to  advance. 
After  anadowu  I  received  the  following  communication: 

October  8—6.30  p.  m. 

General  :  The  Ist  corps,  McCook's,  on  ouv  left,  has  been  very  heavily  engfts«l.  The 
left  and  centre  of  this  corps  gained  gronnd,  but  the  light  yielded  a  little.  Press  your  linos 
forward  as  far  as  possible  to-night  and  get  in  position  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  in  the 
morning  at  dayJight.  If  yon  have  got  jour  troops  into  a  position  which  you  deem  advsnta- 
geOQB  it  will  not  he  advisable  to  make  a  iSiange  for  the  purpose  of  corapljinc  nilli  the  general's 
jnstruotions  for  you,  sent  by  Captain  Mack.  It  may  be  as  well  to  have  the  division  ordereiJ 
to  the  ceuti'e  and  lot  it  wait  wliere  it  is  for  fiu-tlier  ordecB.  The  general  flestres  to  see  you  in 
person  as  soon  to-night  as  your  datiea  will  permit  jou  to  come  over. 

EeepectfuUy,  &c,  J.  B.  FRY, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

General  TnoHAS,  Seeond  vn  command. 

A  true  copy : 

Having  made  my  dispositions  of  the  troops,  I  immediately  started  for  General 
Bnell's  headquarters,  on  the  Springfield  and  Perryville  road,  reaching  there 
about  8.30  p.  m.  Soon  afterwards  General  MeOook  and  Gilbert  arrived  and 
reported  the  reanlt  of  their  day's  operations,  when  I  received  instructions  from 
General  Buell  to  return  to  my  command  and  make  preparations  to  advance  oa 
Perryville  at  daylight  on  the  9th,  keeping  up  connexion  with  the  centre  as  I 
advanced.  The  town  was  found  evacuated,  and  the  enemy  was  pursued  through 
Harrodsburg,  Danville,  Stanford,  Crab  Orchard,  and  Mount  Vernon,  to  Bock 
Castle  river,  at  which  point  further  pursuit  by  the  main  body  was  abandoned. 
One  division  (Smith's)  from  Criltenden's  coi-ps  was  pushed  forwai-d  to  Wild  Oat, 
Pittman's  Crossroads,  and  London,  and  then  returned  to  Columbia,  via  Someraet. 
The  main  army  waa  put  in  motion  for  Nashville,  via  Lebanon,  Campbell  a  ville, 
Greecsburg,  Glasgow,  and  Bowling  Gfreen,  General  Buell  then  left  the  direction 
of  the  army  to  me,  and  went  to  Louisville,  from  where  he  issued  the  following 

[By  telegraph  from  Lonisrille,  October  2S,] 
To  General  Thomas; 

Crittenden's  corps  will  proceed  to  Glasgow  as  &st  as  it  reaches  Columbia.  If  its  ba^age 
should  not  have  arrived  it  will  follow.    It  must  be  at  Glasgow  entire  by  the  Slst. 

Put  McCook's  division  in  motion  by  the  way  of  Somerville,  Horse-well,  and  Bowling 
Green.    It  must  reach  Bowling  Green  by  the  31st.    Rations  will  meet  it  at  Bell's. 
Crittenden's  division  wiU  draw  rations  from  Cave  City  or  MumfordBville. 
Direct  the  1st  and  3d  divisions,  Schoeprs  and  Boueseau's,  to  march  for  Bowling  Gi'een,  by 
Campbellsville,  Greenhurg,  and  Glasgow;  theymust  reach  Bowling  Groen  by  the  Ist  proximo, 
and  Glasgow  by  the  29th ;  rations  for  them  will  be  at  Cave  City. 

J,  B.  FRY, 
Cdotid  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
True  copy :  8.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Bretet  Major  a«d  Aide-Ue-Camp, 
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"Whilst  the  ahove  moveinenta  were  heing  canied  into  execution  the  eayalry 

ft                                                    G  Bnell,  to  refit  and  pi-epare  to  re- 

m  early  a  day  as  practicable  after 

m         rm         B  Green  and  Glasgow  should  have 
if 

O                        2  — G             B  ved  in  command  of  tlie  army  of 

G            TV  S  ErO  d  the  designation  of  that  army 

m  TO  &a  the  14th  aimy  corps,  per 

0           N     —  W     D  p  rtm  tober  2i,  1862. 

A                          — G      rv    0          N  headt[uai'tera  14th  ai-my  corps, 

m                  Cm                 ea  ; 

M  Ge         H   T  _  0  the  command  of  tlie  centre  of  this 

R  K       7,  DuLuonli,  Fry,  and  Palmer.     Tbe 

tiie  prcseat  regarded  as  temporal ily 

II.  Mfljfir  General  McCook  tcjII  command  tbe  nght  wing'.    Major  General  Crittenden  the 
left.    Their  cooimanfls  will  be  designatecl. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Roseoi'ans : 

ARTHUR  C,  DUCAT, 
LUvtertant  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
True  copy : 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  aad  Aide-de-Cainp. 

TJie  same  day  I  received  the  following  instructions  from  General  Kosecraus, 
viz: 

He.iDQUARTEKs  J4Tn  Amur  Corps,  Dbpartmekt  of  the  CrMBEnLAnn, 
Boicling  Green,  Kentacky,  November  7,  18^. 
Genbral  :  Ton  have  this  day  been  assigned  to  the  commoJid  of  the  centre  of  the  14th 
army  corps,  compriainff  the  divisions  of  Dumont,  Fry,  and  the  two  divisions  at  Nashville. 
Theae  latter  wiU  remain  there  for  the  present.  Believe  Smith's  division  of  the  right  wing  at 
Glasgow  and  Scotts'ille.  With  your  olber  two  divisioas  occupy  Gallatin  and  cover  the  nal- 
road.  By  all  means  push  forward  by  everp  means  in  your  power  the  completion  of  tha 
railroad  and  the  forwarding  of  supplies.  The  prompt  occupation  of  these  points  and  of 
Tyree  springs  is  highly  desu:able.  General  Granger  will  for  the  present  occupy  Bowling 
Green  with  his  brigade. 

Giebert  is  moving  to  occupy  Jamestown  mth  a  brigade.    Colonel  Brnoe  will  be  sent  to 
clear  out  soathwest  Kentucky.    You  will  estahlieh  your  headquarters  at  any  point  you.  may 
think  best  oa  the  telegraphic  communication,  wMch  open  through  as  fast  as  possible. 
W.  8.  R08ECEAN8, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 
Major  General  Georoe  H.  Thomas, 

I  moved  my  headquarters  to  Gallatin,  where  I  remained  until  December  22, 
when  I  went  to  Nashville  to  concentrate  my  command  for  an  advance  on  the 
enemy's  position  at  Murfreeahoro'. 

December  26,  1862. — The  whole  army  advanced  from  Nashviila,  my  com- 
mand taking  position  between  Brentwood  and  Nolansville. 

For  a  full  account  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  movement  against 
the  enemy  at  Murfreesboi-o'  and  the  five  days'  battle  at  Stone  rivet,  which  re- 
sulted therefrom,  I  respectfully  refer  to  a  report  of  the  same  made  by  me  Jan- 
uary 15,  1863,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  and  also  to  copies  of  the  reports 
of  Major  Generals  Rousseau  and  Negley  and  of  Colonel  M.  B,  Walker,  com- 
manding first  brigade,  Fry's  division. 

Headquaeters  Centre  14th  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Muifreesbaro' ,  January  15,  1863. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  major  general  commanding  the  department  of 

the  Cumberland  the  following  report  of  the  operatians  of  that  part  of  my  command  which 

was  enga^^'l '°  ^^  battle  of  8tone  river,  in  front  of  Murfreeahoro'.    It  is  proper  to  state 

here  that  two  brigades  of  Try's  division  and  Reynolds's  entire  division  were  detained  near 
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Gallatin,  aud  along  the  Louisville  aud  Nashville  railroad  to  watch  tie  moyements  of  the 
lebel  leader  Morgan,  who  had  been  for  a  long  time  on  the  wat«hfor  auoppottnnity  todeslioj' 
the  railroad. 

BouHseau's,  Negley'e,  and  Mitchell's  divisions  and  Walter's  brigade  of  Frj's  divisionivere 
concentrated  at  Hashville,  bnt  Mitcbell's  diTision  being  required  to  garriaon  Nashville,  017 
only  available  force  was  Koussbub's  and  Negley's  divisions  and  Walker's  brigade  of  Fry's 
divisioQ,  about  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  (13,395)  emotive  men. 

Decmther  96. — Negley's  division,  followed  by  Eousseaa's  division  and  Walker's  brigade, 
marched  by  the  Franklin  pike  to  Brentwood,  at  that  point  taldug  the  Wilson  pike.  Kegley 
and  Bousseau  were  to  have  encamped  for  the  night  at  Oneus's  stole.  On  reaching  the  latter 
place,  Negley  hearing  beavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Nolansville,  left  hia  tnun  with  acaard 
to  follow,  and  pushed  forward  with  his  troops  to  tiie  support  of  Brigadier  General  J.  C. 
Davia'a  command,  the  advance  division  of  McCook's  corps,  Davis  having  become  hotly 
engaged  with  the  enemy  posted  in  Kolausville  and  in  the  pass  through  the  bills  sonth  of  that 
village.  Eonsseau  encamped  with  his  division  at  Owens's  store,  walker  with  brigade  at 
Brentwood.     During  the  night  a  very  heavy  rain  fell,  mating  the  cross-roads  aloiost  im- 

Iassable,  and  it  was  not  until  the  night  of  the  27th  that  Eousaeau  reached  Nolansville  with 
is  troops  and  train.  Nagley  remained  at  Nolanarille  until  10  a.  m.  on  the  SJIi,  when,  hav- 
ing brought  his  Irain  across  from  Wilson  pike,  he  moved  to  the  east  over  an  exceeding  rough 
by-joad  to  the  right  of  Crittenden,  at  Stewartsboro',  on  the  Murfreesboro'  pike.  Walker,  by 
my  orders,  retraced  iis  steps  from  Brentwood,  and  crossed  over  to  the  Nolansville  pike. 

DecembcT  23. — Nejjley  reuiained  in  camp  at  Stewartshoro',  bringing  hia  tiiun  from  the 
rear.  Rousseau  reached  Stewarteboro'  on  uie  night  of  the  23th ;  bis  train  arrived  early  nest 
day- 

Decemher  99. — Negley's  division  crossed  Stewart's  creek  two  miles  southwest,  and  above 
the  tjimpike  bridge,  and  marched  in  support  of  the  head  and  right  flank  of  Crittenden's 
corps,  which  moved  by  the  Murlreesboro'  pike  to  a  point  within  two  miles  of  Murfreesboro'. 
The  enemy  fell  back  before  our  advance,  contesting  the  ground  obstinately  with  their  cav- 
alry rear  guard.  Rousseau  remained  in  eamp  at  Stewarts!) oro',  detaching  Starkweather's 
brigade  with  a  section  of  artillery  to  the  Jeffierson  pike,  crossing  Stone  river,  to  observe  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Walker  reached  Stewartshoro'  from  the  Nolans- 
ville pike  about  dark. 

December  30. — A  cavaliy  force  of  the  enemy,  something  over  four  hundred  strong,  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  attacked  Starkweather  about  9  a.  m.,  but  were  soon  driven  aS,  The 
enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  Critt«nden'B  advance,  doing  but  tittle  execution,  however. 
About  7  a.  m.  duiing  the  morning  Negley'a  division  was  obliqued  to  the  right,  and  took  up 
a  position  on  the  right  of  Palmers  division  of  Crittenden's  corps,  and  was  then  advanced 
through  a  dense  c^ai'  thicket,  several  hundred  yards  in  width,  to  the 'Wilkinson,  cross-road, 
driving  the  enemy's  sfcirmishars  steadily  and  with  considerable  loss — our  loss  compara- 
tively small.  About  noon  Sheridan's  division  of  MeCook's  corps  approached  by  the  Wil- 
kin's cross-road,  joined  Negle J 's  right,  McCook's  two  other  divisions  coming  up  on  Sberidan's 
right,  thus  forming  a  contmuous  line — the  left  resting  on  Stone  river,  the  right  stretching 
in  a  westerly  direction,  and  resting  on  high  wooded  ground  a  short  distance  to  tbe  sontli  of 
the  Wilkinson  cross-roads,  and,  as  has  since  been  ascertained,  neaily  parallel  with  the  ene- 
my's intrenchments,  thrown  up  on  tbe  sloping  land  bordering  the  northwest  bank  of  Stone 
river.  Eonaseau's  division,  with  the  exception  of  Starkweather's  brigade,  being  ordered  up 
from  Stewartshoro',  reached  the  position  occupiedby  the  army  about  4  p.  m.,  and  bivouacked 
on  tbe  Murfreesboro'  pike  in  rear  of  tbe  centre.  During  the  night  of  tbe  30tb  I  sent  orders 
to  Walker  to  take  up  a  strong  position  near  the  turnpike  bridge  over  Stewart's  creek,  and 
defend  the  position  against  any  attempts  of  tbe  enemy  s  cavalry  to  destroy  it.  Rousseau  was 
ordered  to  move  by  6  a,  m.  on  the  3Jst  to  position  in  rear  of  Negley.  This  position  placed 
his  division  witli  its  left  on  the  Murfreesboro'  pike,  and  its  right  extending  into  the  cedar 
thicket  through  which  Negley  had  marched  on  the  30th.  In  front  of  Negley's  position,  bor- 
dering a  large  open  field  reaching  to  the  Murfreesboro'  pike,  a  heavy  growth  of  timber  ex 
tended  in  a  southerly  direction  towards  tite  river.  Across  the  field,  ruauing  in  an  easterly 
direction,  the  enemy  had  thrown  up  rifle-pits  at  intervals  from  tbe  timber  to  the  river  banli, 
to  the  east  side  of  the  turnpike.  Along  this  lice  of  intrenchments,  on  an  eminence  about 
eight  hundred  yards  from  Negley's  position,  and  nearly  in  front  of  his  left,  some  cannon  had 
been  placed,  affording  the  enemy  great  advantage  in  covei'ing  an  attack  on  our  centre. 
However,  Palmer,  Negley,  and  Sneridan  held  the  position  their  troops  had  so  raaufully  won 
the  morning  of  the  30th  against  every  atlempt  to  drive  them  back,  and  remained  in  line  of 
battle  dming  the  night. 

flecemier  31. — Between  6  and  7  a.  m.  the  enemy,  having  massed  a  heavy  force  ou  McCook's 
right  daring  the  night  of  tbe  30th,  attacked  and  drove  it  back,  pushing  hisdivisioii in  pursuit 
in  echelon  and  supporting  distance  ontii  he  had  gained  sufficient  ground  to  our  rear  to  wheel 
bis  tnasses  to  tbe  right  and  thi-ow  them  upon  tbe  right  flank  of  the  centre,  at  the  same 
moment  attacking  Negley  and  Pabcer  in  front  with  a  greatly  snperior  force.  To  counteract 
this  niovement  I  bad  ordered  Eousseauto  place  two  brigades  with  a  battery  to  tbe  right  and 
rear  of  Sheridan's  division,  facing  towards  the  west,  so  as  to  support  Shendan  shonitt  be  be 
able  to  hold  his  g-round,  or  to  cover  him  should  he  he  compelled  to  fall  back.    About  II 
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6  that  Ilia  ammnnition  was  «ctiiely  out,  nnd  he 
}re.  As  it  became  ueceeearj  for  General  Sheiidan 
10  fall  back,  t^e  enemy  pressed  on  still  further  to  our  rear,  and  soon  kiok  ap  a  position  which 
gave  them  a  concentrated  cross-fire  of  nrasketrj  acd  cannon  on  Negley's  and  Eonssean's 
troops  at  short  range.  This  compelled  me  to  fall  back  ont  of  the  cedal  woods,  and  take  up 
B  line  along  a  depression  in  the  open  ground  within  good  musket  rang^  of  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  whilst  the  ai'tiliefj  wiie  reared  to  the  high  ground  lo  the  right  of  the  turnpike.  From, 
thia  last  position  we  were  enabled  to  drive  badf  the  enemy,  cover  the  formation  of  onr 
troops,  and  secure  the  centre  on  the  high  ground.  In  the  e»:ecution  of  this  last  movement 
tlie  regular  brigade,  nnder  Lieutenant  Colonel  Shepherd,  eighteenth  United  States  iutantry, 
came  under  a  most  murderous  fire,  losing  twenty-two  ofScers  and  Sve  hundrod  and  eight  men 
in  killed  and  wouniJed,  but  with  the  co-operation  of  Scrlbner's  and  £eatty's  brigades,  and 
Guenther'a  and  Loomis's  batteries,  gallantly  held  its  ground  ag^nst  overwhelming  odds. 
The  centre  having  succeeded  in  driving  back  the  enemy  from  its  front,  and  onr  artillery 
concentrating' its  fire  on  the  cedar  thicket  on  our  right,  drove  Mm  back  far  undercover,  from 
which,  though  attempting  it,  he  could  not  make  any  advance. 

Janaaru  1, 1863. — Bepeated  attempts  were  made  by  tbe  enemy  to  advance  on  my  position 
during  the  morning,  but  they  were  driven  back  before  emerging  from  the  woods.  Colonel 
Starkweather's  brigade  of  Eonssean's  division,  and  Walker's  brigade  of  Fry's  division,  hav- 
ing re-enforced  us  during  the  night,  took  post  on  the  right  of  Eousseaa  and  left  of  Sheridan, 
and  bore  their  share  in  repelling  the  attompts  of  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  instant. 
For  the  details  of  the  most  valuable  service  rendered  by  these  two  brigades  on  the  30th  and 
31st  December,  18G2,  andlhe  1st,  9d,  and  3d  January,  1563,  Ireferjou  to  their  reports.  In 
this  connexion  I  also  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Parkhurst,  commanding 
ninth  Michigan  infantiy,  (on  prevost  duty  at  my  headquarters,)  for  the  details  of  most  valu- 
able service  rendei'ed  by  his  command  on  the  3Iat  of  December  and  1st  and  2d  of  January. 
Neffley's  division  was  ordered  early  in  tie  day  to  the  support  of  McOook's  right,  and  in 
which  position  it  remained  during  tbe  night. 

JanuiiTy  2. — About  7  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  a  direct  and  cross-fire  fi:om  his  batteries  in 
our  front,  and  from  our  position  on  the  east  bank  of  Stone  river  to  our  left  and  front,  at  the 
same  Ijme  malting  a  sli-ong  demonstration  with  infantry,  resulting,  however,  in  no  serious 
attack.  Our  ardllery— Loomis's,  Guentber's,  Stokes's,  andanother  battery — the  commander's 
name  I  cannot  now  recall — soon  drove  back  thwr  Infantry.  Negley  was  withdrawn  from  the 
esireme  right,  and  placed  in  reserve  behind  Crittenden's  right.  Aboat  4  p.  m.  a  division  of 
Crittenden's  corps,  which  had  crossed  Stone  river  to  reconooilre,  was  attacked  by  an  over- 
whelming force  of  the  enemy,  and  after  a  gallant  resistance  compelled  to  fall  back.  The 
movements  of  the  enemy  having  been  observed,  and  reported  by  some  of  my  troops  in  the 
c^nli'e,  I  sent  orders  to  Kegley  to  advance  to  the  support  of  Crittenden's  troops  should  they 
want  help.  This  orderwasobeyed  inmost  gallant  style,  and  resulted  In  the  complete  annihi- 
lation of  the  tn'cnty-sisth  Tennessee  rebel  regiment,  and  the  capture  of  their  flags  \  also  in 
the  capture  of  a  battery,  whicb  the  enemy  had  been  forced  to  abandon  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.    {See  Kegley's  report.) 

Jamiary  3. — Soon  alter  daylight  the  forty-second  Indiana,  on  picket  in  a  clump  of  woods 
about  eight  hundred  yards  in  front  of  our  lines,  -was  attacked  by  a  brigade  of  the  enemy, 
evidently  by  superior  nnmbei's,  and  driven  in  with  considerable  loss.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Sbanklin,  commanding  regiment,  was  surrounded  and  taken  prisoner  whilst  gallantly  en- 
deavoring to  draw  off  his  men  from  under  the  fire  of  such  superior  numbers.  From  this 
woods  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  continued  to  fire  occasionally  during  the  day  on  our  pick- 
ets. About  6  p.  m.  two  regiments  from  Colonel  John  Beatty's  brigade  of  Eousseau's  divi- 
sion, co-operating  with  two  regiments  of  Spear's  brigade  of  Hegley's  division,  covered  by  the 
sltill'ul  and  well-directed  fire  of  Guenther's  SKh  United  States  artillery  and  Loomis's  first 
Michigan  batteries,  advanced  on  the  woods,  and  drove  the  enemy  not  only  from  ita  cover, 
but  from  their  intrenchments  a  short  distance  beyond.  For  the  details  of  this  gallant  night 
attack  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Brigadier  General  Speai,  commanding  third  brigade  of  Neg- 
ley's  division,  and  Colonel  John  Beatty,  commanding  second  brigade  M  Eousseau's  division. 

The  enemy  having  retreated  during  lie  night  of  &e  3d,  our  troops  were  occupied  during 
the  morning  of  the  3th  in  bulging  the  dead  left  on  tbe  field.  In  the  afternoon  one  brigade 
of  Negley's  division  was  advanced  to  the  crossing  of  Stone  river  with  a  brigade  of  Eousseau's 
division  in  supporting  distance  in  reserve. 

JoBKOrj)  5.— ^My  entire  command,  preceded  by  Stan 

boro'  and  took  up  the  posirion  we  now  hold.    The  en ^ ^ v 

taken  on  the  Shelbjville  and  Manchester  roads,  about  five  miles  from  Murfreesboro',  and  after 
sbaip  sldnnishing  for  two  or  three  hours  was  driven  from  oui  immediate  tront.  The  eon- 
duct  of  my  command  from  lie  time  the  army  left  If  ashviile  to  its  entry  into  Murfreesboro'  is 
deserving  of  the  highest  praise,  both  for  their  j>atient  endurance  of  the  fatigues  and  discom- 
forts of  a  five  dm-s  battle,  and  for  the  manly  spirit  exhibited  by  them  in  the  various  phases 
in  this  memorable  contest.  I  refer  you  to  the  detailed  reports  of  lite  division  and  brigade 
commanders,  forwarded  herewith,  for  special  mention  of  those  officers  and  men  of  their  com- 
mands whose  conduct  they  thought  worthy  of  particular  notice. 

All  the  members  of  my  staff,  MiuorG.  B.  Flynt,  acting  adjutant  general ;  Lieutenant  Col- 
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ooel  A.  Van  Sliraeder,  Boventy-fourtli  Ohio,  actiog  inapector  general!  Captiiin  0.  A.  Mack, 
thirteenth  United  States  infaDtiT,  aoliiig  chief  of  commisBary,  and  Captain  A.  J.  Mackay, 
cbief  qnarterniaater,  were  sutireiy  employed  in  cariying  my  orders  lo  varions  parts  of  my 
command  and  in  the  eiecufion  of  tie  appropriato  duties  of  their  offices.  Captain  0.  A.  Mack 
was  dangerously  woundec!  in  the  rigbt  hip  and  abdomen,  ivhile  can'jing'  orders  from  me  to 
Major  Geneml  RosecTons.  The  officers  of  the  signal  corps,  attached  to  my  headquarters,  did 
excellent  service  in  their  appropriate  sphere,  when  possible,  and  as  aides-de-camp  canyin^ 
orders.  My  escort,  eomposeiJ  of  a  select  detail  from  the  first  Ohio  caTaby,  eommacded  by 
First  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Barker,  of  the  same  refjiment,  have  been  on  duty  with  mo  for  nearly 
a  year,  and  desei-ye  commendation  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  appropriate  duties. 
Private  Gulteau  was  killed  by  a,  cannon  shot  on  the  morning  of  January  3. 

Surgeon  G.  D.  Beebe,  medical  diiectori  deserves  special  mention  for  his  efficient  arrange- 
ments  for  moving  the  wounded  from  the  field,  and  giving  them  immediate  attention. 

Annexed  hereto  is  a  eonaolidftted  return  of  the  easualties  of  my  command.  The  details 
will  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  reports  of  division  and  brigade  eommandei's. 
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Yi'Ay  respectfully,  your  obedient  dervant, 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
MajoT  General  U.  S.  Vols.,  Coiniimnding. 
Major  O.  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjatant  General  anil  Chief  of  Staff. 

True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brivet  MejoT  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


!,  Tenmessee,  Janttary  11,  1863; 

Snt :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  command,  the  third  division  of  the 
army,  in  the  battle  of  Murfreeshoro',  began  on  the  31st  ultimo  and  ^ided  on  the  3d  instant. 
Eaiiy  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  General  Thomas,  my 
division  moved  forward  toward  Murfreeshoro'  from  Stewartsboro',  on  the  Nashville  and 
Murfreeshoro'  pike,  about  nine  miles  from  the  latter  place.  On  the  march  forward  several 
despatches  from  General  Eosecrans  reached  ma,  asking  exactly  where  my  command  was 
and  Hie  hour  and  miiinle  in  the  day. 

In  consequence  we  moved  rapidly  forward,  halting  but  once,  and  that  for  only  five  min- 
utes. About  lOJ  o'clock  a.  m.  we  reached  a  point  three  miles  from  Murfi'eesboro',  wheiii 
Generals  Roaecrans  and  Thomas  were,  on  the  Nashville  and  Murfreeshoro'  turnpike,  and  lO- 
mained  during  the  day  and  bivouacked  at  night. 

At  about  9  o'clock  a,  m.,  on  the  3Ist,  the  report  of  artillery  and  heavy  firing  of  emall- 
arros  on  our  right  announced  that  the  battle  had  begun  by  an  attack  on  the  right  wing,  com- 
manded by  Maior  General  McCook.  It  was  not  long  before  the  direction  from  which  the 
firing  oama  indicated  that  General  McCook's  command  had  given  way  and  was  yielding 
ground  to  the  enemy.     His  forces  seemed  to  swing  around  toward  our  right  and  rear. 

At  this  time  Gteneral  ThomnB  ordered  me  to  advance  my  division  quickly  to  the  front  lo 
the  aasistance  of  General  McCnok.  On  reaching  the  right  of  Gteneral  Negley's  line  of  bat- 
tle, General  Thomas  there  directed  me  to  let  my  left  rest  on  his  right  and  to  deploy  my  di- 
vision off  toward  the  right  as  fer  as  I  could,  so  as  to  resist  the  preissare  on  General  MeCooh, 
They  consulted  and  agreed  as  lo  where  the  line  riiould  be  formed.  This  was  in  a  dense 
cedar  brake  through  which  my  troops  marched  in  double-quick  time  to  get  into  position  be- 
fore the  enemy  reached  us.    He  was  then  but  a  lew  hundred  yards  lo  the  front,  sweeping  up 
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iu  ImmensB  nnmbars,  driving  everything  before  him.  This  ground  was  new  sjic!  nnlcnown 
ta  us  all ;  tKe  woods  were  almost  impassable  to  infantrj,  and  artillery  was  perfec^tly  useless, 
but  the  line  was  promptly  formed.  The  aeventeeotli  brigade,  Colonel  John  Beatty  com- 
niandiug.  on  the  left ;  the  brigade  of  regulars.  Lieutenant  Colonel  O.L.  Shepherd  command- 
ing, on  the  right ;  the  niatb  brigade.  Colonel  B,  F.  Soribnet  commaadiug,  was  placed,  per- 
haps, a  hundred  jfflrds  in  rear  and  opposite  the  centre  of  the  front  line  no  aa  to  flupport  either 
or  both  of  the  brigades  in  front,  as  occasion  raight  reguiie.  My  recollection  is  that  perhaps 
the  second  Ohio  and  thicty-tLird  Ohio  regiments  filled  a  gap  between  General  Negley's  right 
and  the  Beventeenth  brigade,  occasioned  by  tjie  effort  to  extend  onr  lines  far  enough  to  the 
right  to  afford  the  desired  aid  to  Gleneral  MeCook. 

The  twenty-eighth  brigade.  Colonel  J  h    (j   Sta  k   eath     com        i  d  S  bat- 

tery of  firat  Kentucky  aitillery,  were      J  ft  C  g      'tt  b     t     ght  miles 

below. 

Our  lines  were  hardly  formed  befor       d    pp    g  fi     f         th  my  d  h     ap- 

pvuBch,    General  McCook's  troops,  i       g     a  deal     t        fui,    n,  d    hi  u„h     m  lines 

uud  around  our  right  under  a  raoBt  terr  h    fi        Ih  mj         purs    tf       a.\j        sijed 

ouf  frout  and  greatly  outflanking  as  jaa    d  d  t  ght      d    ear     By  General 

Thomas's  direction,  I  had  already  Old  1  th  II  L  m  and  &  th  b  ttenes  to 
the  open  field  in  the  rear.    Seeing  th  t  my      nini     d  k  tflsuibed         h      g'ht,  I  sent 

orders  to  the  brigade  commanders  to  reUre  at  once  also  to  this  field,  and  riding  back  myself 
I  posted  the  bntlei-ies  on  a  ridgein  the  open  ground  parallel  with  our  line  of  battle,  and  as 
ray  meo  emerged  from  the  woods  they  were  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  right  and  left  and 
in  support  of  these  batteries,  which  was  promptly  done.  They  had  perhaps  four  or  five 
hundred  yards  of  open  ground  in  our  front ;  while  the  batteries  were  nnlimbering,  seeing 
General  Van  Cleve  close  by,  I  rode  up  and  asked  him  if  he  would  move  his  command  U>  the 
right  and  aid  in  checking  up  the  enemy  by  forming  on  my  right,  and  thus  giving  us  a  more 
eiLLtendsd  line  in  that  direction  in  the  new  position  taken.  In  the  promptest  jnatmer  possi' 
hie  his  command  was  put  in  motion,  and  in  double-qnick  time  reached  the  de:ureO  pomt  in 
good  aeaeon.  As  the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  in  great  force,  shouting  and  cheering, 
the  batteries  of  Guenther  and  Loomis,  double-shotted  with  cannister,  opened  upon  them ; 
they  moved  straight  ahead  for  a  while,  but  were  finally  driven  back  with  immense  loss.  In 
a  little  while  they  tallied  aguuand,  as  it  seemed,  with  fresh  troops,  again  asstuled  oar  po- 
sition, and  were  ag^u,  after  a  fierce  straggle,  ;driven  hack.  Four  deliberate  and  fiercely 
sustained  assaults  were  made  upon  our  poaidon  and  repulsed.  During  the  last  assaalt  I 
was  infonned  that  our  troops  were  advancing  on  the  right,  and  saw  troo^,  not  of  my  divi- 
sion, led  by  General  EoaecranSj  moving  in  that  direction.  I  informed  C^enera!  Thomas  of 
the  fact  and  asked  leave  to  advance  my  lines ;  he  directed  me  to  do  so.  We  made  a  charge 
upon  the  enemy  and  drove  him  into  tjie  woods,  my  staff  and  orderlies  capturing  some  sev- 
enteen prisoners,  including  a  captain  and  lieutenant,  who  were  within  a  hundred  and  thirty 
yards  ot  the  batteries.  This  ended  the  fighting  of  that  day,  the  enemy  in  immense  force 
hovering  in  the  woods  during  the  night,  whilst  we  slept  upon  our  aims  on  the  field  of  battle. 
They  occupied  this  jwaition  during  the  three  following  days  and  nights  of  the  fight.  Under 
General  Thomas's  mrectlon  I  had  it  intrenched  by  rffle  pita,  and  believe  tile  enemy  could 
not  have  taken  it  at  all. 

Durine  the  day  the  twenty-dghth  brigade,  Colonel  Starkweather,  was  attacked  by  General 
Wheeler  8  cavaliy  in  force,  and  some  of  the  wagons  of  his  train  were  burned  before  they 
reached  hira,  having  started  that  morning  from  Stewartsboro'  to  join  him.  The  enemy  Wei's 
finally  repulsed  and  driven  off  with  loss,  Starkweather's  loss  was  small,  as  will  be  seen  by 
his  report  of  the  acKon.  In  this  affair  the  whole  br^ade  behaved  handsomely.  The  burden 
of  the  fight  fell  upon  the  twenty-first  Wisconsin,  Lienlenant  Colonel  Hobart  coiamanding. 
This  reginient,  led  by  its  efficient  commander,  behaved  like  velerans. 

From  the  eTeuing  of  the  aist  until  tie  ensuing  Saturday  night  no  general  battle  occurred 
in  front  of  my  division,  though  firing  of  artillery  and  small-arms  was  kept  up  diu'ing  the 
day,  and  much  of  the  time  small-arms  during  the  night.  The  jmn  on  the  night  of  the 
Slst,  which  continued  at  intervals  until  the  Saturday  night  following,  rendered  the  ground 
occupied  by  my  command  exceedingly  sloppy  and  muddy ;  and  during  much  of  the  time  my 
men  bad  neither  shelter,  food,  nor  fii'e.  I  procured  corn,  which  they  parched  and  ate,  and 
Borne  of  them  ate  horse-steaks,  cut  and  broiled,  from  horses  upon  the  battle-field.  Day  and 
night,  in  the  cold,  wet,  aud  mud,  my  men  suffered  severely,  hut  during  the  whole  time  I  did 
not  hear  one  single  man  murmur  at  the  harOahipa,  but  iul  were  cheerful  and  ever  ready  to 
Btand  by  their  arms  and  fight.  Such  endurance  I  never  saw  before.  In  this  severe  liial  of 
their  patience  and  their  stfength  they  were  much  encouraged  by  the  ccpnstant  presence  aud 
EolJcitous  anxiety  of  General  'fhomas  for  their  welfare. 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  3d  instant,  I  asked  permission  of  General  Thomas  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  a  wood  on  our  left  front,  to  which  he  gave  his  consent.  Just  before  dark  I 
directed  the  batteries  of  Gnenllier  and  Loomis  to  shell  the  woods  with  six  rounds  per  gun, 
fired  asrapidly  aa  possible.  This  was  very  handsomely  done,  aud  ended  just  at  dartc,  when 
the  third  Ohio  regiment,  lieutenant  Colonel  0.  H.  Lawson,  and  the  eighty-eighth  Indiana, 
Colonel  George,  Humphreys,  both  under  command  of  the  brigade  commauder.  Colonel  John 
Beatty,  moved  promptly  up  to  the  woods.     When  near  the  woods  they  leceivod  a  heavy  fire 
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ffom  the  enemy,  but  returned  it  TJgoronsly  and  gallantly,  and  pressed  fonvard.  On  reacb- 
ing  tliB  woods  a  fresh  body  of  the  enamy,  attracted  by  the  fire,  moved  upon  their  left  to  sap- 
port  them.  On,  that  body  of  liie  enemy  Loomis's  battery  opened  with  shell.  The  fiisilaflo 
was  very  rapid  and  ontinnsii  for  perhaps  tJiree-qnarters  of  an  hour,  wliea  Beatty's  com- 
mand cirove  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  She  bayonet  and  held  the  woods.  It  turned  out  that 
tlie  enemy  waa  posted  hehind  a  stone  breastwork  in  the  woods,  and  when  otiBted,  about 
thirty  men  were  taken  priaoners  behind  the  woods.    This  ended  the  battle  of  Mwfreeshoro'. 

On  the  morninc  of  the  Slst  six  companies  of  tho  second  Kentucky  cavalrf,  Major  Thomna 
P.  Nicholas  eommandinff,  were  ordered  down  to  watch  and  defend  the  fords  on  Stone  riyer 
to  our  left  and  rear.  The  cayahy  of  the  enemy  several  times,  in  force,  attempted  to  oioss 
theae  fords,  but  Nicholas  veiy  gallantly  repulsed  them  with  loss,  and  liiey  did  not  cross  the 
river.  I  shonld  have  mentioned  tliat  on  Friday  evening,  lale,  I  was  directed  by  General 
Thomas  to  place  a  regunent  in  the  woods  on  oar  left  front,  as  an  oatpost,  and  with  the  riyer 
to  hold  theae  woods,  aa  they  were  near  our  lines,  and  the  enemy  could  greatly  Sicmoy  us  if 
allowed  to  hold  them.  Onr  skiimishers  were  then  just  leaving  the  woods.  T  ordered  tho 
forty-second  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Shanklin  commanding,  to  take  that  position,  which 
he  did.  But  early  the  neit  morning  the  enemy  in  large  forte  attacked  Colonel  Shaakliu, 
first  Imiously  sheUing  the  woods,  and  drove  the  regiment  back  to  our  lines,  taking  Shanklm 
prisoner.     It  was  t&ia  wood  that  yas  retaken  on  Saturday  night,  as  before  descdbed. 

The  troops  of  my  division  behaved  admirably.  I  comd  not  wish  them  to  behave  more 
gallantly.  The  ninth  and  seventeenth  brigades,  under  the  lead  of  thui'  gallant  commanders, 
Seribner  and  Beatty,  were,  as  well  aa  the  twenty-eighth  brigade,  Colonel  Starkweather, 
veterans.  They  were  with  me  at  Chaplin  Hills,  and  could  not  act  badly.  The  twenty-eighth 
brigade  held  a  position  in  onr  &ont  after  the  &:at  day's  fighting,  and  did  it  bravely,  doin^  all 
tliat  was  reqnu-ed  of  tliem,  like  true  aoldiers.  The  brig^e  of  Unilod  States  infiuitry,  Oeu- 
tenant  Colonel  O.  L.  Shepherd  commanding,  was  on  Uie  eitreme  right  On  that  body  of 
brave  men  the  shock  of  battle  fell  heaviest,  and  its  loss  was  most  severe.  Over  one-third  of 
the  command  fell  killed  and  wounded.  But  it  stood  np  to  the  work  and  bravely  breasted 
the  storm,  and  though  Major  King,  commanding  the  fifteenth,  and  Major  Slemmer  ("Old 
Pickens  ")  the  siiteenth,  fell  severely  wonnded,  and  Major  Caipenter,  commanding  the  nine- 
teenth,  fell  dead  in  the  lest  charge,  together  with  many  brave. officeis  and  men,  the  brigade 
did  not  falter  for  a  moment.  These  three  battalions  were  a  pait  of  my  old  fourth  brigade  at 
the  battle  of  Sldloh.  Tbe  eighteenth  infantry,  Majors  Townsend  and  Caldwell  commanding, 
were  new  troops  to  me,  but  I  am  proud  now  to  say  we  know  each  other.  If  I  could,  i 
would  promote  every  officer  and  several  non-eonunissioned  officers  and  privates  of  this  brig- 
ade of  regulars,  for  gallantry  and  good  service  in  this  terrific  battle. 

1  make  no  distinction  between  fliese  troops  and  my  brave  volunteer  regiments,  for,  in  my 
judgment,  there  never  were  better  troops  than  those  regiments  in  the  world.  But  the  troops 
of  the  lice  are  soldiers  by  proiession,  and  with  a  view  to  the  future  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say 
what  I  have  of  tliem.  The  brigade  was  admirably  and  gallantly  handled  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Shepherd.  I  lost  some  of  the  best  and  bravest  offlcere  I  had.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Kell,  commaading  second  Ohio,  was  killed.  After  he  fell  his  regiment  was  efficiently  handled 
by  Major  Anson  MeCook,  who  ought  to  be  made  colonel  of  that  regiment  for  gallantry  on 
tho  field.  Colonel  Foranan,  my  brave  boy,  colonel  of  the  fifteenth  Kentncky,  also  fell. 
Major  Carpenter,  of  the  nineteenth  infantry,  fell  m.  the  laat  charge  ;  his  loss  is  irreparable. 
Many  other  gallant  officers  were  lost  whose  names  will  appear  in  the  list  of  casnallaes. 

Of  the  batteries  of  Quenther  and  Loomis  I  ctinnot  say  too  much.  Loomis  was  chief  of 
artillery  for  the  third  division,  and  I  am  much  indebted  to  him ;  his  battery  was  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Van  Pelt.  Guenther  is  but  a  Lieutenant.  Both  of  these  men  ought  to  bo 
promoted,  and  deserve  to  be  at  once;  without  them  we  couldnot  have  held  ourposilion  in  the 


1  the  field  not  of  my  & 

. .    __ -ing  l>aek  to  the  line  in  the  open  field,  I  saw 

ColonelChai'les  Anderson  gallantly  and  coolly  rallying  his  men.  Colonel  Grider,  of  Ken 
tncky,  and  his  regiment  efficiently  aided  in  repulsing  the  enemy.  The  eighteenth  Ohio,  I 
think  it  was,  though  I  do  not  know  any  of  its  officers,  faced  abont  and  charged  the  enemy 
in  mypresence,  and  I  went  along  with  it.  The  eleventh  Michigan  and  its  gallant  little  colonel 
(I  do  not  know  his  name,  but  oelieve  it  is  Staddart)  behaved  well,  and  tbe  sisth  Ohio  in- 
lantxy,  Colonel  Nick  Anderson,  joined  my  command  on  the  right  of  the  regular  brigade,  and 
stood  manfully  up  1»  the  work. 

1  fell  in  with  tbe  Louisville  legion  in  retreat.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Berry  commanding.  This 
regiment,  though  retreating  before  an  overwhelming  force,  was  dragging  by  hand  a  sec- 
tion of  artillery  which  it  tiadbeen  ordered  to  support.  Apart  of  General  HoCook's  wing  of 
the  army,  it  had  fallen  back  with  the  rest,  but  through  the  woods. and  fields,  with  great  diffi- 
culty, bravely  brought  off  the  cannon  it  could  no  longer  defend  on  the  field.  When  I  met  it,- 
it  faced  about  and  formed  line  of  batUe  with  cheers  and  shouts. 

To  Lieutenant  McDowell,  my  assistant  adjutant  general.  Lieutenant  Arm  strong,  second  Ken- 
tucky caTalry,Lieutenantllillaxd,  nineteen  th  United  8tat«s  infantry,  inspector  general,  Captain 
Taylor,  fifteenth  Ken  tuckyinfantry,andLieute0antjAlfPirtl6,ordnanceofficer,niy  regular  aids, 
and  to  Caption  John  D.  Wiekliff  and  Lieutenant  W.  G.  Jenkins,  both  of  the  second  Kentucky 
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cavalry,  aids  for  that  battle,  I  am  mucii  inaetted  forserrices  on  the  field.  The  wotmtlea 
wei'e  Idndly  and  tenderly  cired  for  by  the  third  diviBion  medical  direelor,  Surgeon  Muscroft, 
and  the  other  anrgeona  of  the  command.  Captain  Paul,  my  dlyision  commieaary,  lendefed 
valuable  serrioes  during  the  whole  time  of  the  battle.  The  musicians  of  (ie  divisions  carried 
the  TTounded  from  the  field  faithfully  and  fearlessly.  Lienlenant  McDowellwafl  wounded. 
My  orderlies,  Damas,  Emery,  and  tte  rest,  went  through  llie  whole  fight,  bebaving  well. 
Emery  was  wonnded,  Lioatenant  Carpenter,  of  iJie  first  Ohio  infantry,  one  of  my  (^da,  was  so 
badly  injui-ed  by  the  fell  of  hia  horse  that  I  would  not  permit  him  to  go  on  the  field.  Lrieutenant 
Hartman,  of  the  seventy-ninth  PenoBylvama  infantry ,  a  member  ofmy  staff,  waa  ill  with  fever, 
and  unable  to  leave  his  bed.  It  shoald  be  mentionea  that  the  eighty-eighth  Indiana,  Colonel 
Humphreys  commanding,  being  placed  at  one  of  the  fbrfls  on  Stone  nver  where  our  forces  were 
temporarily  driven  back,  veiy  opportunely  rallied  the  etragglera  and  promptly  crossed  the  rivet 
and  drove  the  enemy  back.  In  this  be  was  aided  by  the  Btragglers,  who  rallied  and  tbught 
well.  The  colonel  was  wounaed  by  a  bayonet  thrust  iu  the  hand  in  the  attack  of  Saturday 
night  ou  the  enemy  in  the  woods  in  our  front.  I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  brigade  com- 
mandei's,  wliieb  will  show  the  list  of  casualties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o., 

LOVELL  H.  EOUSSEAU,  Major  General. 
Major  Qeorgb  E.  Flyst, 

Chief  of  Staff,  ■' Centre,"  Uth  Army  Corps.  Department  afUie  Cmnberland. 


Headquarters  Eighth  Division, 
Camp  near  Maifreesboro',  January  8,  1863. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operaUons  of  tbo  troops  of 
my  command  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  Stone  river. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  35th  December,  18152,  the  eighth  division,  composed  of  the  seventh  and 
twenty-ninth  brigades,  ScbuHz's,  Marshall's,  and  Wells's  batteries,  was  posted  on  a  rolling  slope 
of  the  west  bank  of  Stone  river,  in  advance,  bnt  joining  the  extreme  right  of  General  Crittonden's 
line  and  tbe  left  of  General  McCook's.  lai  the  rear  and  on  the  right  was  a  dense  cedar  woods, 
with  a  broken,  locky  surface.  From  oiu'  position  several  roads  were  cut  through  the  woods 
in  our  rear,  by  which  to  bring  up  the  artillery  and  ammunition  trains.  In  ftont  a  heavy 
growth  of  oak  Umber  extended  towards  the  river,  which  was  about  a  mile  distant,  A  narrow 
thicket  crossed  our  left  di^iDnally  and  skirted  the  base  of  a  cnltiTated  slope,  which  expanded 
to  the  width  of  a  mile  as  it  approached  the  Nashville  pike.  This  slope  a^orded  the  enemy 
his  most  commanding  position  (in  the  centre,)  on  the  orest  of  which  Ms  rifle-pits  estended 
(ivith  intervals)  from  the  oak  timber  immediately  iu  my  front  to  the  Nashville  pike,  with  a 
battery  of  four  Napoleon  and  two  iron  guns,  placed  in  position  near  the  woods  and  about  800 
yaiils  fiom  my  position. 

Behind  this  timber,  on  the  river  bank,  the  enemy  massed  his  columns  for  the  next  day. 
Their  skirmishers  were  dritren  &om  our  immediate  front  after  a  sharp  contest,  in  which  the 
nineteenth  Illinois  and  seventy. eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers  displayed  admirable  efS- 
ciency.  The  position  of  my  command  was  held  under  a  heavy  lire  until  darkness  termi- 
nated the  skirmishing  in  oar  front,  by  which  time  we  had  inflicted  considerable  loss 
upon  the  enemy.  In  the  mean  time  General  Sheridan's  division  came  up  and  formed  "  line 
o[  battle,"  his  left  resting  on  my  right  and  began  to  advance,  driving  the  enemy  until  he  had 
passed  the  centre  of  my  right  brigade.  While  General  Sheridan  was  in  this  position  I 
changed  my  front  slightly,  bearing  it  more  to  the  left  to  avoid  masking  a_portion  of  Sheri- 
dan's command.  The  troops  remained  in  this  position  and  in  "order  of  battle"  all  night, 
cheerfully  eudnring  the  rain  and  cold,  awaiting  the  morrow's  sun  to  renew  the  contest.  Early 
the  next  morning,  and  before  the  heavy  fog  had  drifted  away  ii'om  our  ftont,  the  enemy  in 
stiong  force  attacked  and  surprised  General  MoCook's  right,  commencing  a  general  action, 
which  increased  in  intenaity  towards  his  left.  Sheridan's  division  stood  its  ground  manfully, 
supported  by  the  eighth  division,  repulsmg  and  diiviug  the  enemy  at  every  advance.  The 
queiny  still  gained  ground  of  General  McCook's  right  and  succeeded  in  placing  several  bat- 
teries in  position,  which  covered  my  right  from  these  and  the  batteiy  on  my  left,  which  now 
opened ;  the  troops  were  exposed  to  a  converging  fire  which  was  most  destructive.  Hanght- 
liag's,  Schultz's,  Marshal's,  Burt's,  and  Nell's  batteries  were  all  ordered  into  action  in  my 
front,  pouring  destructive  volleys  of  grape  aud  shells  into  the  advancing  columns  of  the 
enemy,  mowing  him  down  like  swaths  of  grain.  For  four  hours  the  eighth  division,  with  a 
portion  of  Sheridan's  and  Palmer's  divisions,  maintained  their  position  amid  a  murderons 
storm  of  lead  and  iron,  strewing  the  ground  with  their  heroic  dead.  The  enemy,  maddened 
to  desperation  by  the  determined  resistance,  srill  preased  forward  freah  troops,  concentrating 
and  forming  them  in  a  concentric  line  on  either  flank.  By  11  o'clock  Sheridan's  men.  wim 
their  ammunition  exhaiisted,  were  falling  back ;  General  Rousseau's  reserve  and  General 
Palmer's  division  had  retired  in  rear  of  the  cedar  to  form  a  new  line.  The  artillery  amrauni- 
tiou  WHS  exhausted ;  that  of  the  infantry  reduced  to  a  lew  rounds.  The  artillery  horses  were 
nearly  all  killed  or  wounded.  My  ammunition  triun  bad  been  sent  back  to  avoid  capture. 
A  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  was  marching  di^ctly  to  out  rear  through  the  cedars.     Com- 
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mnnieatioa  witli  Generals  RoaecTaos  or  Thomas  was  entirely  cut  off,  and  it  was  mfltiiiestly 
impoasible  for  my  oommana  to  hold  the  poeition  without  evidently  making  a  hopelBss,  frnit- 
less  Baerifiea  of  the  whole  diviaioQ.  To  retire  was  but  to  oat  onr  way  throngh  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy.  The  order  was  given  and  manfnlly  executed ;  driving  back  the  enemy  in  fiont 
and  checkiuff  hie  approaching  eolnnms  in  our  rear.  All  the  legimenls  in  my  command  dis- 
tinguished themselves  for  theii  coolneae  and  daring,  &ec[nenlly  haltiug  and  charging  the 
euemj  under  a  withering  fire  ol  mnsketiy. 

On  approaching  General  Eouasean's  line  the  battalion  of  regulars  under  command  of  M^'or 
Kicg,  at  my  reqnest,  gaUantly  chai^^  forward  to  our  assistance,  sustaining  a  severe  loss  in 
ofScers  and  men  in  the  effort.  CoTonela  Stanley  and  Miller  now  prompt;^  reformed  their 
brigades  with  the  remaiuing  portions  of  the  batteries  and  took  position  on  the  new  line,  as 
designated  by  Mejor  General  Thomas. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  twenty-ninth  hrigade  was  ordered  to  the  left  to  repulse  an  attack 
from  the  enemy's  cavaliT  on  the  trains,  The  troops  remained  in  line  all  night  and  the  nest 
day  in  "  order  of  battle  until  noon,  when  the  division  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  General 
McCook's  line,  in  expectation  of  an  attack  upon  his  front. 

The  next  day,  (January  3,)  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,mj  command  was  ordered  to  the  support  of 
General  Crittenden  on  the  left,  and  took  position  in  the  i-ear  of  the  batteries  on  the  west 
hank  of  8t«ne  river.  About  3  p.  m.  a  stiDug  force  of  the  enemy  with  artJliery  advanced 
rapidly  npon  General  Tan  Oleve's  division,  wbich,  after  sustaining  o  severe  fire  for  twentrf 
or  thirty  minutes,  fell  back  in  considerable  disorder,  the  enemy  pressing  rigorously  forward 
to  the  river  bank.  At  this  important  moment  the  eighth  division  was  ordered  io  advaoice,  which 
it  did  promptly,  the  men  crossing  the  river  arrd  charing  up  the  steep  hank  with  uoflinching 
bravery ;  the  tweuty-first,  eighteenth,  sixty-ninth,  and  aeventy-fburfli  Ohio,  nineteenth  Illi- 
nois, eleventh  Micingan,  thirty-seventh  Indiana,  and  seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers 
displaying  their  usual  promptness  and  gallantry.  Fonr  pieces  of  artilleiy  and  a  stand  of 
cohtrs  belon^ng  to  the  twenty-sixth  (rebel)  Tennessee  were  captured  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  and  alai^  number  of  prisoners,  the  enemy  retreating  in  disorder.  It  is  proper  to  men- 
tion here  that  the  artillery  practice  af  Schultz's,  Mendenhairs,  Standart's,  Kell's,  Marshall's, 
and  Stokes's  batteries,  which  were  acting  temporarily  under  my  orders  in  this  engagement, 
was  highly  satisfactory,  giving  the  enemy  great  tribulation.  The  promptness  displayed  by 
Captiuu  Stokes  in  bringing  his  tottery  into  action  by  my  orders,  and  me  efBoient  manner 
with  which  it  was  served,  affords  additional  evidence  of^his  marked  ability  and  bravery  as  an 
officer  and  patriot.  In  the  same  connexion  I  feel  permitted  to  speak  in  complimentary  terms 
of  the  gaUiint  Morton  and  his  pioneer  brigade,  which  marched  forward  under  a  scatlnng  fire 
to  the  support  of  my  division.  The  enemy  having  fallen  back  to  their  intrenehments,  my 
division  recrossed  the  river  and  resumed  its  former  position. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  the  twenty-ninth  brigade  was  moved  forward  to  the  north  bank 
of  Stone  river,  near  the  railroad,  as  an  advanced  force.  On  the  same  day  General  Spear's 
first  Tennessee  brigade  was  assigned  to  the  ^ghth  division.  This  brigade  distinguished  itself 
on  the  eveniiig  of  the  3d  in  a  desperate  charge  on  the  enemy,  a  report  of  which  is  included  in 
General  Spear's  report  annexed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  advance  and  pursue  the 
enemy  toward  Murfreesbovo'.  By  9  a,  m.  the  eighth  division.  Colonel  Walker's  brigade,  pio- 
neer brigade,  and  General  Stanley's  cavalry  force  had  crossed  the  nver  and  taken  possession 
of  Murfreesboro'  withont  having  met  any  resistance,  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  retreating 
on  the  Manchester  and  Shelbyvillo  roads,  our  cavalry  pursuing,  supported  by  the  twenty- 
ninth  brigade  on  the  Shelbyville  pike,  and  by  Colonel  Byrd's  first  East  Tennessee  regiment 
on  the  Manchester  pike,  "rhe  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  (three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  one 
battery)  was  overtaken  on  the  Manchester  pike,  five  miles  from  Murfireesboro',  Colonel 
Byrd  fearlessly  charged  this  unequal  force  of  the  enemy,  driving  him  from  his  position  with 
thelossof  four  killed  and  twelve  wounded.    Enemy's  loss  not  ascertained. 

Our  army  marched  quietly  into  Murfreesboro',  the  chosen  position  of  the  enemy,  wbich  he 
was  forced  to  abandon  atiar  a  series  of  dflsperate  engagements.  The  joyful  hopes  of  traitors 
have  been  crushed,  treason  receiving  another  fatal  blow. 

My  command  enthusisBtically  join  me  in  expressions  of  admiration  of  the  official  conduct 
of  Generals  Eosecrans  and  Thomas.  During  the  most  eventfol  periods  of  the  eugagemeuts 
thdr  presence  was  at  the  pointof  danger,  aiding  with  then  counsels  and  auimating  the  troops 
by  their  pei'sonal  bravery  and  cool  determination. 

I  reler  to  my  command  with  feelings  of  national  pride  for  the  living,  and  personal  soi'row 
for  the  dead.  Without  murmur  they  made  forced  marches  over  almost  impassable  roads, 
through  dreccbiug  winter  rains,  without  a  change  of  clothing  or  blankets ;  deprived  of  sleep 
or  repose ;  constantly  on  duty  for  eleven  days ;  living  three  days  on  a  pint  of  flour  and 
parched  corn;  ever  vij^lant ;  always  ready;  sacrificing  their  lives  with  a  contempt  of  peril, 
displaying  the  coolness,  determination,  and  high  discipline  of  veterans.  They  are  entitled 
to  our  country's  gratitude.  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Eentuckj',  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
and  Tenneseee  may  proudly  inscribe  upon  their  scrolls  of  fame  the  names  of  the  seventy- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  eighteenth,  twenty-first,  sixty-ninth,  and  seventy-fourth 
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I  reapecffoUy  refer  to  the  records  of  General  Spears,  Colonels  Miller  ana  Slaniej,  ivhicli  I 
approve  and  append  hereto,  foe  a  detailed  account  of  the  poit  taken  by  etwh  portion  of  the 
cDuimand,  and  for  special  reference  to  the  meritorloua  conduct  of  individodls  in  theii:  respective 
eoininands.  In  addition  to  which,  I  make  honorable  mention  of  the  braver;  and  efficient 
services  rendered  by  the  following  named  officers  and  men,  for  whom  I  earnesUy  reqiiefit  pro- 
ivintion:  Brigadier  General  Spears,  oommanding  Eo^t  Tennessee  brigade;  Colonel  I,  R. 
Stanley,  eigbtfenlh  Ohio  infantry,  commanding  twenty-ninti  brigade ;  Colonel  John  I.  Mil- 
ler, twenty-ninth  Indiana,  commanding  seventh  brigade ;  Captain  James  St.  C.  Morton, 
commanding  pioneer  brigade;  Captain  James  H.  Stokes,  Chicago  battery;  Major  John  A. 
Kine,  flftBenth  United  Stales  infantry;  Captain  Bnsh,  fourth  Indiana  battery;  Captain 
W.  E.  Slandart,  Obio  batlery ;  Captain  James  A.  Lowrie,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Lieu- 
tenant Fred.  K.  Kennedy,  aide-de-camp ;  Captain  Charles  'I'.  Wing,  assistant  quartermaster ; 
Mh]oi  F.  H.  Gross,  medical  director ;  Captain  Jumes  R.  Eayden,  ordnance  officer ;  Lieuten- 
ant W.  W.  Barker,  aide-de-camp ;  Lieul»nant  Robert  H.  Cochrane,  provost  marshal ;  Lieu- 
tenant Francis  Riddle,  acting  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence ;  Lieutenant  Charles  C. 
Cooke,  assistant  ^de-de-camp  ;  LieatenantN.  D.  I^raham,  top<^raphical  engineer  ;  Captain 
Fi-odelick  Shnlts,  battery  M,  first  Ohio  artillery ;  Lieutenant  Joseph  Him,  battery  M,  first 
Obio  ai'tillery;  Lieutenants  A.  Marshall,  J.  Crablo,  and  R.  D.  Whittelsey,  battery  O,  first 
Ohio  artillery ;  Lieutenanls  A,  A.  Ellsworth  and  W.  H.  Spense,  of  Nell's  section  Kentucky 
artillery;  Lieutenant  H,  Terry,  third  Ohio  cavalry;  Serg^ut  H.  B.  Fletcher,  company  K, 
nineteenth  Illiuois  volunteers ;  Corporal  R.  G.  Rice,  cooipaay  K,  first  Wisconsin  volunteers ; 
Private  J.  A.  Sangeton,  company  C,  seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania;  Sergeant  Charles  Bam- 
liour,  company  K,  seventy- fourth  Ohio;  Private  William  Lonj^vell,  ordeVly,  seventh  Penn- 
sylvania cavalry ;  Seiveant  George  C.  Lee,  Corporal  E.  H.  Dougherty,  and  Fjivates  Henry 
Zimmerman,  Henry  Stnwenk,  J.  M.  Higgins,  Leon  Starr,  Daniel  Walker,  John  D.  MoCorkle, 
Abraham  Keppei'ly,  George  Gillen,  and  John  Cunningham,  of  escort. 

Casualliea. — The  following  is  an  approximate  report  of  the  casualties  of  my  command  dur- 
ing ihe  baMies  before  Murfreesboro',  Tennessee,  December  30  and  31,  i8&i,  and  Januajy  2 
and  3,  lrf6;i. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very 
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Headquarters  First  Brigade,  "^ird  Division, 

14th  Arms  Corps,  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Camp  be/ore  Murfreeshoro' ,  Tennessee,  January  II,  18G3. 

Major  ■■  On  the  night  of  the  30tli  ultimo  the  first  brigade  ma^e  a  night  march  from  No- 
Snusvilie  to  Stewartsboro'.  The  road  was  very  heavy,  rough,  ond  intricate,  and  most  of  the 
night  was  occupied  in  tbe  march.  The  foarth  Michigan  battery,  belonging  to  the  brigade, 
got  through  without  accident,  but  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  "oldest  inhabitants." 

On  the  31st  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  join  the  forces  near  Mnrfreesboro'.  This  order 
would  have  been  promptly  obeyed,  but  at  the  moment  it  was  received  a  messenger  came  intO' 
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camp  with  the  neivs  that  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  numheriog  from  one  lo  two  thousand  men, 
had  attacked  and  were  burning  the  supply  train  helonglng  to  Geueral  McCook'a  cotpa  at 
Lavergne. 

I  iinmedifltely  ordoreil  the  seTonteenth,  tiiirty-first,  and  thirty-eighth  Ohio  Regiments,  and 
one  seutiuu  of  the  fourth  Michigan  battery  to  niore  with  all  possiblB  hast«  to  the  relief  ol 
the  train.  Leat  an  attack  might  be  made  npon  our  camp  in  the  absence  of  the  troojja,  I  left 
the  eighty-second  Indiana  volunteers  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  with  four  pieces  of  the  fourth 
Michigan  buttery  ibr  its  defence.  The  distance  from  my  camp  to  Lavergne  was  a  little  more 
than  two  and  a  half  miles  ;  and  though  the  iufantry  moved  with  great  rapidity,  we  were  uq- 
able  to  reach  Lavergne  before  nearly  all  the  wagons  and  their  contents  bad  been  iJestcoyeil. 
By  pushing  forward  Che  artillery  with  all  haeto,  I  was  able  to  get  the  two  guns  which  I  had 
taken  into  position  on  the  hill,  about  one-third  of  a  mile  on  this  side  of  the  town,  before  the 
rebels  had  succeeded  in  paroling  near  all  the  men  connected  with  tbe  train.  Mauy  of  the 
rebel  cavalry  were  engaged  in  trying  to  drive  awaj  the  mules  belonging  to  tbe  train,  but  the 
timely  admimatratiou  o[  shells  by  Lieulenant  Wheat  put  an  effective  stop  to  driviug  away 
the  ninles,  but  drove  the  rebels  pell-mell  into  the  woods  on  the  riglit  and  left  of  the  road 
Captaiit  Patton,  of  the  first  Ohio  cavalry,  who  had  joined  me  on  the  march,  with  twenty  ot 
his  men,  supported  as  well  as  conid  be  done  by  the  thirty-first  Ohio  voluuteera,  now  made 
pursuit,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  five  prisoners.  The  other  two  regiments  having  conio 
up,  a  Euflicieat  detail  was  maae,  under  ihedirection  of  Major  Ward  and  Captrvin  Slincham,  to 
secure  all  the  mules  and  harness,  with  two  wagons,  which  were  not  burnt,  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  all  of  which  was  for  the  time  being  secured,  and  has 
sincebeenseut  baSt  to  Naahville.  The  rebels  had  broken  aud  rifled  the  trunks  and  vali-esol 
the  officers,  taking  everything  in  the  way  of  clothing  and  other  property  of  value  from  them. 
Having  done  the  best  that  I  could  under  the  eircumstaEC6H,in  tbe  way  of  saving  property,  and, 
as  I  have  since  learned,  having  killed  several  and  wounded  others,  I  marched  my  command 
back  to  camp,  on  reaching  which  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Hunter,  of  the  eighty-sei'ond 
Indiana  volunteers,  to  move  with  his  regiment  on  the  road  leading  to  Nashville,  te  collect 
together  and  bring  forward  all  the  ti'aina  which  he  might  meet  coming  this  way.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  the  regiment  making  a  forced  march  to  Nashville  the  same  night,  and  re- 
turning  the  next  day  Ut  join  the  brigade  at  this  place  at  about  eight  o'clock  at  night.  This 
regiment  rendered  important  service,  checking  and  forcing  back  fugitives. 

About  1 1  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  3Ulh  I  was  ordered  te  move  forward  as  soon  as  relieved  by 
General  Stanley.  At  half  past  seven  a.  m.  of  the  Slst  General  Stauley  relieved  me,  aud 
ag^n  ordered  me  to  move  to  the  front.  Whilst  on  the  mai'ch,  and  near  the  crossing'  of  Stew- 
art's ci'eek,  I  received  an  order  from  Major  General  Ko^ectans  to  take  up  a  strong  posirloii 
and  defend  the  trains  at  the  creek.  I  hastened  forward,  and  at  the  creek  was  met  by  a  Imga 
numher  of  fugitives  flying  to  the  rear,  and  spreading  most  eiaggerated  reports  of  disaster  to 
the  light  wing  of  our  army. 

I  immediately  brought  the  fourth  Michigan  battery  into  position  on  the  high  hill  east  ot 
the  road,  and  formed  my  infantiy  in  line  of  battle  to  support  it.  The  tenth  Oiiio  volunteers, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Burke,  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  west  side  of  the  road. 
Our  position  was  such  as  to  comuletely  command  the  road,  as  well  as  a  wide  area  stretcbing 
off  to  the  front.  I  here  stopped  the  first  stampede,  compeiling  men  who  had  thrown  away 
their  guns  to  take  tbem  up  agaiu  and  return  to  the  field.  They  had  remained  heie  but  a  few 
moments  until  I  received  an  order  &om  Major  General  Thomas  again  directing  me  to  move 
to  the  front  and  join  my  brigade  to  General  Rousseau's  division.  I  was  also,  at  this  point, 
notifiedby  General  Stanley  that  be  would  move  forward  on  my  right  flank  with  a  force  of 
«avalry. 

It  was  about  9  o'clock  a.  m.  when  I  again  moved  forward,  throwing  a  line  of  skirmishers 
to  the  front,  for  the  two-fold  purpose  of  driving  back  fugitives  and  giving  me  timely  warning 
if  an  enemy  should  approach.  About  10  o'clock  a.  m.  1  reached  the  headquarters  of  Major 
General  Thomas,  and  here  learning  from  jou  that  hut  a  short  time  previous  a  large  body  ot 
rebel  cavalry  bad  menaced  that  part  of  tbe  field,  I  again  took  up  a  position  in  the  corntield 
'trontiug  the  bead  quarters,  throwing  my  battalions  into  squares,  and  maskinga  section  of  guns 
in  the  centre  of  each  square.  I  remained  in  this  position  but  a  few  moments  until  another 
stampede  of  mules,  negroes,  fugitives,  and  cowards  of  every  grade  were  seen  swaroiing  to  the 
.  rear.  AtlhismomentCaptainMcKaY,  of  MajorGeneral  Thomas's  staff,  rode  op  and  requested 
me,  if  possible,  to  check  the  stampede.  I  at  once  reduced  my  squares,  forming  a  line  of  battle 
with  aiy  right  reslicg  upon  the  road.  The  appearance  of  this  force  appeared  to  reassure  and 
^ve  confidence  to  tbe  rauaways.    Men  and  mules  ail  stopped. 

Again  reeeiving  your  instmctions  to  move  to  the  front,!  advanced  on  this  side  of  the  creek, 
but  was  here  again  met  by  anorder  directing  me  to  watch  my  right  flank  with  great  vigilance, 
as  the  rebel  cavaliy  were  again  in  strong  force  menacing  that  part  of  the  tield.  I  again 
formed  a  line  of  battle,  taking  advantage  of  a  piece  of  woodland  lying  to  the  right  ot  the 
road—fvom  a  piece  of  high  land,  immediately  infront  of  whihll  ad  agond  viewof  the  field 
to  Mir  right.  I  remained  here  a  short  time,  and  no  enemy  approa  hing  I  moved  forward  to 
the  front.  At  1  o'clock  reached  the  point  on  the  turapiLe  in  front  of  General  Roseerans'a 
headquarters  on  the  field.  Here,  in  accordance  with  your  n  trictions  I  reported  to  General 
McCook,  who  ordered  me  to  take  up  a  position  ou  his  left  «  hich  I  did   and  remained  here 
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s  ortlered  by  General  Johnson  to 
jattle,  and  throwing  out  a  eCroDg 
body  of  skinnisbers.  We  remained  in  this  position  all  nig^ht  witltoat  fires.  Hy  skirmishera 
wera  busy  all  night,  almost  constucitly  exchanging  ehots  with  those  of  the  enemy. 

At  3  o'clock  a.  m.,  JanuaTy  I,  I  was  sent  for  to  report  at  General  Thomas's  haadquarlers 
in  i>?r3on,  wMch  I  did,  and  was  there  iastrnclfld  to  watch  my  front  with  great  vigilanee,  and 
keep  a,  strong  body  of  skiroiishers  io  advance  to  prevent  any  Burprise,  Tbia  I  did  ;  and  day- 
light had  DO  sooner  broken  upon  us  thanlsawthewiadomof  the  warning  that  I  had  reiieived, 
us  the  enemy  showed  himself  in  strong  forCfl  upon  the  margin  of  tbe  woodland  iuimediately 
ID  my  front.  General  Johuson  had,  in  the  mean  time,  ordered  me  to  move  to  the  left  about 
the  ilistanc*  of  a  brigade  front  formed  in  two  lines. 

The  ground  I  then  occupied  was  covered  with  a  somewhat  deuse  cedar  forest.  I  directed 
ray  man  to  throw  up  a  breastwork  upon  our  front,  which  they  very  soon  did,  constructing  it 
of  loose  rocks  aiid  logs  gathered  together  for  that  purpose.  So  well  was  this  work  constructed, 
and  with  such  rapidity,  that  by  ten  o'clock  we  had  a  strong  line  of  defences,  which  were  con- 
tinued by  other  troops  on  our  right  who  evinced  equal  eneiry,  skill,  and  industry. 

The  fourth  Michigan  battery,  under  command  of  (3aplain  Church,  assisted  by  LiBUlenants 
Wheat,  Corbin,  and  Sawyer,  acted  an  important  part  in  this  morning's  oparationa.  Twice 
during  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  the  enemy  showed  himself  Upon  our  front.  Captain 
Church  had  placed  his  guns  in  the  most  commanding  position,  and  whenever  the  opportunity 
offered  the  most  destcnctivH  fire  I  evee  witnessed  from  lutiHery  was  poured  upon  the  "rebel 
masses  as  they  thiukened  upon  the  margin  of  the  opposite  woods.  Other  batteries,  however, 
to  our  right  and  let);  opened  their  fire  with  perhaps  eqnal  efieet.  It  is  not  my  business  to 
speak  oi  wliat  they  did,  further  than  toadmitthe  noblepartthey  took  inthe  work.  I  watched 
Cue  progress  and  observed  the  effect  of  my  own  shot,  and  saw  the  rebel  maHses  torn  down  and 
scatter^  betViie  it  like  leaves  before  a  storm.  One  rebel  battery.on  our  extreme  right  and 
one  or  two  guns  in  front  of  onr  centre  replied  with  shell  and  round  shot,  many  of  which  struck 
in  the  timber  and  tell  crashing  and  bnrsliug  in  dangt>rous  proximity,  bat  not  a  man  of  the 
brigade  was  injured  by  them.  The  day  was  spent  in  skirmishing  upon  the  front  and  itt 
these  artillery  duels,  in  one  of  which  a  rebel  gun  on  our  right  front  was  dismounted  in  a  very 
lULDdsome  ma.nDer  by  a  shot  ffom  Lieutenant  Wheat's  secdon  of  the  fourth  Michigan  bat- 
tery, which  was  sent  with  the  accuracy  of  a  rifie  ball. 

About  S  o'clock:  of  the  night  of  tlie  1st  I  was  ordered  by  General  Sheridan  to  send  a  strong 
reconnoitring  party  to  the  front,  which  I  did.  The  enemy  were  found  in  force  but  a  short 
distance  in  front  of  Our  line,  and  apparently  engaged  in  the  same  business.  In  this  recon- 
noissancfi  I  had  three  men  from  the  sevenMenth  Ohio  volunteers  wounded — J.  Zigler,  com- 
pany A;  Corporal  E.  Lacy  and  William  R.  Sain,  company  B;  the  first  two  were  severely, 
the  third  but  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ad  the  enemy  could  agfun  be  seen  threatening  our  front,  but  so 
vigorous  aud  well  directed  was  the  fire  from  Church's  battery  and  others  upon  the  right  and 
left  of  our  position  that  no  body  of  soldlOTS  could  have  attacked  our  front  successfully,  cov- 
ered as  it  was  by  the  batteries.  Heavy  skirmishing  continued  upon  our  front  all  through 
[lie  fure  part  of  the  day,  until  the  action  on  our  left  appeared  to  command  silence  upon 
overy  other  part  of  the  field,  there  being  no  firing  upon  our  front.  I  reported  in  person  to  Major 
(funeral  Thomas  that  the  enemy  appeared  to  have  withdrawn  ;  upon  which  he  ordered  me  to 
iidvanee  to  the  front  with  my  brigade  and  test  the  fact;  I  immiidlately  obeyed  his  order. 
My  men  leaped  over  their  breastworks,  fi>mied  their  lines,  and  moved  to  the  front  with  a  vete- 
ran steadiness  and  determinaljon.  The  enemy  had  ag^n  showed  himself  upon  our  front,  and 
that  at  doeer  proximity  than  at  any  time  during  this  or  the  preceding  day.  Stone's  battery 
had  opened  fire  upon  snch  a  line  as  to  compel  me  to  move  my  left  directly  under  it,  and  flnd- 
irig  that  the  elevaUon  of  his  guns  was  not  such  as  to  enable  me  to  do  so  in  safety,  I  sent  an 
omcer  to  him  with  the  req^uest  tliat  he  would  change  the  direction  of  his  pieces.  The  ofHcer 
in  command  of  the  battery  seems  not  to  have  understood  my  message,  and  for  a  few  momeula 
the  fire  from  this  hattery  threatened  to  do  us  greater  injury  than  anything  coming  from  the 
front,  knocking  the  branches  of  trees  to  pieces,  and  scaCteriug  tbem  around  us.  Several 
shells  from  this  battery  also  bursted  in  our  very  midst,  but  fortunately  did  us  no  injury.  We 
had  not  advanced  more  than  throe  hundred  yards  beyond  our  breastworks  when  the  rebel  in- 
fantry opened  a  rapid  fire  on  our  ri^t  from  the  cornfield  ai^acent,  and  from  the  pickets  in 
front  of  our  centre.  My  lines  advanced  under  this  fire  with  tlie  utmost  steadiness  and  good 
order  a  distance  of  seventy-five  or  eighty  yards  before  a  shot  was  returned.  I  then  gave  the 
order  tfl  comraenee  firinj^.  The  front  line,  eompoied  of  the  seventeenth  and  thirty-first  regi- 
ments, delivered  a  steady  and  well-directed  fire,  then,  as  previously  instructed,  falling  upon 
the  ground  to  load;  the  thirty-eighth  Ohio  and  eighty-second  Indiana  immediately  advanced 
and  delivered  their  fire,  lying  down  to  load.  I  then  gave  tbe  order  to  fix  bayonets,  intending 
to  finish  the  job  with  that  weapon. 

The  enemy,  however,  had  ded' precipitately  before  eur  volleys  behind  their  breMt works  in 

the  woods.    There  being  no  corresponding  movement  on  ourright„aud  the  battery  on  our  left 

keeping  up  a  most  pertinacious  fire,  which  put  my  lines  in  great  peril  should  I  advance,  I 

withdrew  me  brigaije  again  behmd  tbe  breastworks, 

In  this  advance  upon  the  enemy  I  had  one  man  severely  wounded  from  the  seventeenth  Ohio 
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Tolunteers,  TLocias  Outcalt,  private  copipany  K ;  four  men  from  the  eigli  ty-secoDd  Indiana  vol- 
unteers—H.K.  Eigg,priYatecoQipaQy  G,  shot  in  thehip,badiyhnrt;  H.C.MeCoy,priTat«com- 
panj  C,  dangerously  wounded  in  tlie  abdomen  i  William  Manott,  private  company  F,  badly- 
wounded  in  the  thigh;   J, A.  Many, cr '^ j.ji-  n-.t-.j.  — jf  .i r. 


unteer8—H.K.Eigg,priYatecoQipaQyG,  shot  in  thehip,badiy  hurt;  H.C.MeCoy,priTat«cc 

<-,   3 __;._j  ■_  i.._  -(jijoniBQ  1  William  Manf       - --'-    - "  '-- 

„    ,    . .  .  „ ,  jompany  F,  woundrd  in  . .. 

a  thirty-first  Ohio  Tolunteers — John  KJsie,  John  Sheldon,  company  G;    M.  P.  Murray, 


ipany  F,  woundrd  in  the  hand  ;  and  six  men  from 


Corporal  David  Kiser,  and  John  Shae,  company  K,  and  David  Condon,  company  A. 

About  half-past  seven  in  the  evening,  I  was. again  ordered  by  Genera!  Sheridan  to  m^n.^  <■ 
recoitnoissance  in  front.  For  this  purpose  I  detKiled  two  companies  from  each  of  the  Ohio  rejr- 
i  men  Is  under  my  command,  and  placed  them  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Choate,  oi 
the  thirty-eighth  Ohio  regiment,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Davis,  of  the  eighty-second  In- 
diana, and  Captain  Stinch  am,  of  the  seventeenth  Ohio  volunteers.  This  force  had  not  advanced 
above  aquarterof  a  mile  to  the  front  before  they  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy.  A  brisk  skirmish 
ensned,  which  was  kept  np  for  about  half  an  hour.  In  this  affaii  I  bad  eii:  men  wounded, 
flvB  from  the  thirty-eighth  Ohio — Lieutenant  Hanoa,  slightly ;  Sergeant  J.  J,  Wilsey,  severely ; 
Privates  L.  Lovgoy,  severely;  Jno.  Simmons,  severely,  and  James  Kogers,  severely,  all  of 
compsny  A ;  Sergeant  B.  H.  Jay,  company  K,  severely,  and  Captain  Stincham,  seventeenth 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  being  ordered  to  maintain  great  vigilance  in  ■natcbing  the 


of  the  enemy  to  onr  front,  I  placed  the  brigade  under  arms,  advaneingmy  r( 
une  ana  massing  it  upon  the  front,  under  the  breastwoms.    Here  we  ramiuned  pretty  oincn 
all  «lay,  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  sufiering  a  good  deal,  but  wilbout 


The  officers  and  men  aniformlj  behaved  well  while  nndei'  my  command,  and  I  find  no  lack 
of  zeal,  patience,  or  courage. 

With  the  nipbt  of  the  3d  closed  the  acHvestniggles  of  this  great  conflict.  The  firat  brigade 
has  sustained  few  casualtJes,  comnared  with  others.  We  have  tried  to  perform  our  duty ;  we 
have  done  the  work  assigned  us  in  the  best  manner  we  knew  how.  We  are  in  good  condi- 
tion to 'perform  any  service  which  may  be  requii-ed  of  us,  and  will  do  it  cheeifally,  whateves: 
it  may  be,  as  we  have  ever  heretofore  done. 

Eespectfuily  submitted; 

M.  B.  WALKER, 
Coloael  Commanding  First  Brigade. 

Major  Georce  E.  Fltst. 

January  5,  1863.  Marched  into  Murfreesboro',  and  placed  my  troops  in  po- 
sition oa  tlie  Woodbnry,  Bradyville,  Mancliester,  and  Siielfiyville  pikea — Gen- 
eral McOook'a  command  stretching  fvom  my  right  on  the  yheJby  ville  pike  across 
the  Salem  pike  to  Stone  river,  his  right  resting  on  the  river ;  General  Crittenden, 
on  my  left,  covering  Liberty  and  Lebanon  pikes,  his  left  resting  on  Stone  river. 

During  the  month  of  January,  Steedman's  (formerly  Fry's)  division  waa 
moved  to  the  front  from  Gallatin  and  took  post  at  Triune  and  Lavergne.  Rey- 
nolds's division  moved  from  Gallatin  to  Mnrfreesboro'. 

By  virtue  of  General  Order  No.  0,  War  Department,  dated  January  9,  1863. 
the  array  of  the  Cumberland  was  divided  into  three  army  corps,  the  14th,  aOili, 
and  Slat,  and  1  was  assigned  to  command  the  14th.  Itconeistedof  Houasean's, 
NegJey's,  Steedman's,  Mitchell's,  and  Beynolda's  divisions. 

The  army  i-emained  at  Murfreesboro'  until  the  24th  of  June,  occupied  in  re- 
organizing and  equipping  for  the  summer  campaign.  During  that  time  a  great 
many  expeditions  were  sent  ont  against  the  enemy,  to  harass  him  as  much  aa 
possible,  and,  particularly,  to  keep  him  on  the  south  side  of  Dock  river.  Of 
these  expeditions,  the  following  is  a  report  of  one  of  the  most  important  sent 
out  from  my  command  ; 

IlEAnQUARTERS  FlPTD  DlVISIOM  MTH  ARMV  COHPS, 

ISurfreesboro' ,  April  30,  1863. 

Colonel  ;  The  troops  employed  in  the  recent  expedition  to  McMinnville,  &c.,  returned 
loiday,  and  a  report  will  be  most  readily  comprehended  hy  reference  to  the  operations  of 
each  day. 

The  expedition  consisted  of  the  following  force : 

Colonel  Wilder's  brigade,  (three regiments  monaled  infantry,)  about 1, 100 

Colonel  Hall's  brigade J,  400 

Brigadier  General  Wagner's  brigade 1, 30O 

Colonel  Starkweathers  brigade ],"JUO 

Cavalry  under  Colonel  Minty 1,500 

In  all, 'about, 6,600 
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AptH  20. — The  wbole  command  made  EeocIyTille. 
Woodbury,  which  returned  before  midnight.  The  si 
deceived  the  enemy  as  to  the  movement  of  the  nent  dny. 

April  31s(. — Theadvance,  a  cavalry  force  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty,  under  Colonel 
Eli  Lonff,  fourth  Ohio  cavalry,  destined  to  strike  the  railroad  from  Manchester  to  McMinn- 
vzllfi,  took  the  road  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  turning- 1«  the  southeast  ju.?t  after  leaving  Wood- 
',  directed  their  march  upon  MorrisoD,  ucder  the  guidance  of  Captain  Fleuiing,  late  of 
les's  Tenueesee  cavahy. 

The  remainder  of  the  mounted  force,  covaW  under  CoSonel  Minty,  and  mounted  infantry, 
the  whole  under  Colonel  Wilder,  promptly  followed,  and  beyond  Woodbury  took  the  old 
McMinavile  road,  which  passed  between  Jaeksboro'  aud  the  McMinaviila  pike. 

The  advance  of  hia  force  captured  a  portion  of  a  picket  bulongiug  to  a  regiment  of  t&e 
enemy  stationed  on  the  pike  i  those  that  escaped  reported  that  the  main  mounted  column  was 
a  Hanking  party.  The  foi'ce  that  moved  for  the  railroad  under  Colonel  Long  appears  not  to 
biive  been  discovered  at  all  until  they  were  netu:  the  road,  and  in  a  condition  to  accomplish 
their  work  beyond  doubt. 

The  siipporting  infantry  force  closely  followed  the  moanled  column,  and,  after  the 
mounted  force  left  the  direct  pike  to  McMinnville,  the  infantry  support  ■was  apparently  tha 
only  force  moving  towards  that  place,  Siwn  after  leaving  Woodbury  we  discovered  the 
mounted  regiment  of  the  enemy  whi^h  was  known  to  he  on  the  road,  and  which  gradually 
retired  before  us,  evidently  not  awaio  of  the  fact  that  out  mounted  column  had  passed  ileiE, 
and  was  nearing  McMinnvilie, 

We  abstained  from  firing  oa  this  regiment,  and  moved  cautiously  but  firmly  upon  it  until 
we  reached  Glascock's,  nine  miles  from  MciUinnville,  the  point  at  which  we  were  to  awa^ 
advices  from  Wilder.    This  point  was  made  by  131  o'clock,  having  marched  nineteen  miles. 

About  4  p.  m.,  received  a  communication  from  Wilder,  wlio  had  taken  possession  of  Mc- 
Minnville at  li  o'clock  p.  m.,  with  hia  advance  of  seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry  and 
mouuled  infantry  scouts,  at  a  charge,  supported  by  the  fourth  regiment  cavalry.  The  sur- 
prise was  complete.  Among  the  prisoners  captured  here  was  the  notorious  Dick  McCann, 
who  subsequently  made  hia  escape  from  a  guard  of  the  fourth  regiment  cavalry,  wMch 
occurrence  will  be  investigated  and  reported  upon  at  an  early  day. 

General  John  U.  Morgan  came  very  near  being  captured,  but  escaped  by  having  a  fresh 
fleet  horse,  and  being  personally  unkoowo  to  the  men  of  our  advance. 

The  infantry  force  moved  northward,  and  encamped  on  a  branch  of  Charley's  creek,  aboat 
tlinse  miles  from  the  pike. 

The  ibrce  at  McMinnville  passed  the  night  of  the  21st  at  and  neal  the  town,  and  that 
under  Colonel  Long  about  six  miles  out. 

'2'id. — Mounted  force  moved  to  Beckwith's,  tia  Smithsville ;  bivouaeked  ueta  the  former 

The  infantry  moved  to  within  6ve  miles  of  Beckwith's,  and  encamped  at  Pine  flats,  on 
a  branch  of  Clear  Fork.  The  entire  country  passed  over  this  day,  by  botb  commands,  is 
barren  and  unproductive ;  the  animals  were  very  scantily  supplied  with  for^e,  aud  the 
provisions  for  the  mounted  men  (which  had  been  left  with  tne  infantry  support  at  Eeadyville) 
were  pushed  on  daring  the  night  of  the  22d  to  Beckwith's,  escorted  by  a  portion  of  Hall's 

'■i'id. — The  remainder  of  Hall's  brigade,  starting  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.,  joined  the  mounted  force 
at  Beckwith's  by  dawn  of  day,  and,  with  his  brigade  as  a  support.  Wilder  pushed  right  on 
towards  Liberty,  closely  followed  hj  the  brigades  of  Wagner  and  Starkweather. 

On  reaching  Snow  Hill,  about  lU  a.  m.,  where  the  rebds  had  been  reported  in  large  foi'ce, 
wo  found  the  position  abandoned,  and  learned  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  via  AlexaQdriH, 
and  Lancaster. 

Men  and  animals  were  much  jaded  and  a  vigorous  pursuit  was  simply  impossible. 

The  force  from  Carthage  that  we  hoped  would  co-operate  with  us  by  taking  posiHon  at  or 
□ear  the  vicinity  of  Aleiandria,  to  prevent  this  veiy  retreat  of  the  enemy,  had  cot  airived. 
Two  regiments  from  Carth^ie  arrived  at  Alexandria  about  midnight,  23d,  and  reported  to 
me  on  the  34th ;  they  were  too  late  by  thirty-six  hours  to  co-operato  with  us,  and  the  force 
gent  was  less  than  half  that  necessary  to  any  effective  co-operalion. 

The  mounted  force  was  distribul»d  from  fork  of  road,  two  and  a  half  miles  from  liberty, 
to  a  point  three  miles  beyond  Aleiaudiia,  towards  Lebanon,  with  instructions  to  forage  and 
rest,  Wagner's  brigade  was  placed  at  Liberty  ;  Hall's  and  Starkweather's  at  fork  of  road, 
communicated  with  provision  train  near  Auburn. 

2ith. — Spent  the  day  in  foraging  and  ricking  up  sti-aggling  rebels.  Provisions  escorted  by 
General  K.  8.  Granger's  brigade  arrived  and  were,  distributed  at  night.  Sent  reeonnoissance 
of  fourth  regiment  cavalry,  under  Capt^n  Mclntyrej  went  as  far  as  Smithville  aud  found 
no  enemy. 

2blh, — Hea<!quarters  and  Hall's  brigade  moved  to  Cherry  Valley ;  Wilder's  mounted  infantry 
to  Shop  springs  ;  Wagner's  brigade  to  Alexandria ;  Starkweather's  brigade  remained  at  forks 
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S61A. — Wildel's  moantod  iiilkatr^,  Hall's  Lrig&de,  and  Leadquartei^  made  Lebanon,  Tea- 

27th. — Monnted  iafaoliy  soonring  eoaotry  in  direction  of  Rome,  Gallatin,  an3  SilTer  spring, 
expecting  to  bs  absent  two  days;  discovered  two  hosts  in  creek  near  Eome.  At  5  p.  m. 
received  information  from  Colonel  Start weatLer,  throiigh  General  "Wagner,  that  the  enemy 
was  certainly  advancing  in  force  towards  Liberty  with  the  intention  of  attacking  Stark- 
weather at  the  forke  of  the  road.  Ordered  Hall's  brigade  on  the  road  at  once,  and  sent  mes- 
sengerB  to  order  the  mounted  regiments  to  follow  as  early  as  possible  next  morning,  (2eth.) 

Hall  and  headqaarterB  readied  Aleiandria  at  lOJ  a.  m.,  aSth,  and  communicated  with 
■Wagner  and  Starkweather,  (the  former  had  moved  near  the  forks.) 

2w(A.— Train  of  fifty-three  empty  waguna  reached  Starkweather's  camp,  under  escort  of 
ninth  Michigan,  Colonel  Parkhural.  This  train  was  loaded  with  bacon  and  forage,  a  portion 
belonging  to  refugees,  the  remainder  captured  from  prominent  rebels,  and  tamed  over  to 
the  proper  staff  officers  at  corps  headquarters,  on  tlie  arrival  of  the  train  at  Mmfreesboro', 
onthe^Otb. 

29iA. — Headquarters  and  Hall's  brigade  moved  from  Aleiandria  to  Stone  river,  via  Slates- 
■*ilie  and  Camsville.  TVagner  and  Starkweather  encamped  near  Milton.  Wilder,  with  two 
regiments  of  mounted  infantry,  moved  through  LebaDon  to  Beard's  mill;  one  regiment 
coming  ihrougb  to  Murfreeshoro'  with  head([Uarter8. 


The  railroad  leading  from  McMinnville  to  Manchester  may  be  Eaid  to  be  destroyed.  All 
the  bridges  of  any  note,  as  welt  as  trestle-work,  are  burnt.  Also,  one  locomotive  and  train 
of  three  cars,  and  vaiions  other  detached  cars  at  stations. 

Depot  buildings  at  McMinnville;  600  blankets;  2  hogsheads  sugar;  3  hogsheads  rice; 
SOO  bales  cotton ;  8  barrels  of  whiskey ;  30,000  bacon ;  1  cotton  factory,  (large ;}  3  mills ; 
1  camp,  tents,  &c.,  on  Charley's  creek;  1  camp  at  Liberty;  1  mill  at  Liberty. 

One  hundn^d  and  eighty  prisoners  captured  at  various  places  from  Morrison  to  Stone  river, 
including  Sve  commanding  officers.  One  who  rttpresents  himself  as  a  major,  on  the  staff  of 
General  J.  C.  Breckinridge,  was  captured  on  the  39lb,  by  Wilder's  scouts,  near  the  Glades, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Martin  was  mortaily  woonded  by  a  sabre  in  the  hands  of  a  member  of 
the  seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry.  Sii  hundred  and  thirteen  animals  were  captured  and 
seventy-six  abandoned.     Large  quantities  of  forage  and  wheat  were  discovered. 

The  only  casaaltiea  to  our  force  were  one  man,  seventeenth  Indiana,  badly  and  treacher- 
ously wounded — he  got  into  camp  ;  one  man,  one  hundred  and  twenty -third  Illinois,  died  of 
disease. 

The  district  bounded  south  by  the  road  from  McMinnville  to  Smithville,  and  west  anc! 
north  by  a  line  drawn  from  Keadyville,  tna  Auburn,  Liberty,  Alexandria,  and  New  Middle- 
ton,  to  Cttney  Fork,  is  sterile  and  unproductive,  excepting  a  small  area  about  New  Middle- 
ton  ;  the  same  remark  will  apply  to  the  district  between  Woodbury  and  the  railroad  connect- 
ing McMinnville  with  .Manchester. 

There  is  no  forage  and  but  little  subsistence  of  any  kind  in  the  country  named  above. 
An  army  cannot  subsist  in  it,  and  hence  the  rebels  have  been  driven  lo  occupy  the  country 
to  the  west  of  Aleiandria  and  lying  between  the  Cumberland  and  Stone  rivers. 

The  last-named  district  is  with  occasional  exceptions  very  productire,  well  watered,  and 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  rebels  have  drawn  immense  quantities  of  supplies 
from  this  portion  of  country.  A  force  at  Alexandria  or  Liberty  would  command  this  whole 
district. 

The  inhabitants  maybe  divided  into  three  classes:  first,  the  wealthy ;  second,  those  of 
medium  means,  or  well  to  do ;  third,  the  poor. 

The  first  class  are,  with  a  few  eiceptjons,  decided  rebels ;  their  farms  have  furnished  rebel 
supplies,  and  their  bouses  have  been  made  stopping  places  for  rebel  commanders,  conscript 
agents,  spies,  &.c.  Without  the  aid  furnished  by  these  men  the  nuds  upon  the  jfulroad  from 
Mnrtreesboro'  to  Nashville,  and  Irom  Nashville  to  Gallatin,  and  even  beyond,  could  not  he 

With  the  supplies  furnished  by  these  "quiet  citizens"  the  rebels  are  enabled  to  move 
almost  without  transportation  or  provisions,  knowing  just  where  forage  and  subsistence 

The  tone  of  this  cl^s  in  February,  when  we  made  onr  first  expedition  into  that  part  of  the 
country,  was  quite  defiant;  they  wore  determined  to  persevere  in  their  rebellion  until  they 
secured  their  "rights."  They  have  since  that  time  lost  no  little  property  in  forage  aud 
animals,  to  supply  both  armies,  and  in  addition  their  nogro  men  have  run  away  ;  aud  the 
wagons  that  were  driven  the  first  of  February,  by  soldiers  detailed  for  that  purpose,  were 
about  the  last  of  April  just  as  well  driven  by  the  negroes  that  formerly  lived  in  that  section 
of  the  country ;  and  the  strength  of  the  companies  was  increased  by  the  same  number  of 
able-bodied  soldiers.  The  tone  of  this  class  is  now  changed ;  they  have  discovered  their  mis- 
take, they  had  been  misled,  they  have  formed  their  regrets,  and  they  are  anxious  to  take  the 
non-combatant  oath,  give  bonds,  and  stay  at  home.(l)  The  question  arises  hei'e.  Shall  they 
be  allowed  lo  do  so  1  At  the  risk  of  being  ofBcious,  I  respectfully  answer  no !  If  the  leading  men 
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of  the  neiglilJOThooaB  are  aliowed  to  rami^ii,  althougli  they  msy  pL're  bonds,  when  tie  rebels 
ruD  into  thelc  neighborhoods  they  will  be  forced  to  aid  tnera.  If  thoy  are  sent  away  their 
influeoeo  la  gDne.  A  few  of  this  class  returned  with  us,  a  step  prelimioary,  I  trust,  to  a 
longer  journey.  The  second  class  have  gecarally  been  welL  meaolnw  cidzens,  but  without 
much  influence  politically;  they  bare  become  fvom  wavering  men  ta  loyal  citizens,  are  desi- 
rous of  taking  the  oaths,  and  pursuing  their  ordinary  avocations.  Many  of  them  have  sons 
conscripted  into  the  rebel  service,  who  would  desert  that  service  and  return  home,  if  their 
fathers  were  placed  in  a  better  position  politically,  and  their  oppressoi^  sent  away,  so  that 
there  would  be  no  one  to  return  them  to  a  service  which  they  detest.  This  class  is  deserving 
of  the  fostering  care  of  the  government. 

Tlie  third  class  are  all  loyal;  tliey  have  no  weight  in  the  community,  possess  hut  little 
property;  they  have  in  fact  been  "subjugated"  all  their  lives. 

By  encouragement  they  must  improve ;  they  have  suffered  greatly  from  the  rebel  conscrip- 
tion. The  nbtenee  of  the  fii'st  class  is  a  thing  gi«atly  desired  by  them,  but  they  speak  it 
only  in  whispers. 

They  have  at  least  one  thing  in  their  favor — their  devotion  to  the  flag  of  their  country  is 
unwavering  in  both  men  and  women. 

There  was  one  idea  that  evidently  occupied  the  miuds  of  all  classes.  We  were  everywhere 
met  with  the  question.?,  Will  the  federal  army  remain  in  Middle  Tennessee  7  Will  it  go  for- 
ward and  leave  us,  or  will  it  go  back  and  leave  as  J  There  is  a  feeling  of  insecurity  which 
can  be  eradicated  only  by  adopting  such  measures  as  will  convince  the  ioyal  people  that  this 
country  is  to  be  poseessea  only  by  loyal  men,  and  that  when  our  lines  are  advanced,  they  ar' 


lifurever;  that  no  retrograde  step  will  be  taken,  and  that  whatever  may  be  necessary 
to  loyalizi  a  district  of  country  will  be  done  before  the  army  leaves  it. 

J,  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major  GencToi,  Coiaraandijig  ExpeditWH. 
Lieutenant  Colon 

Chief  of  Staf,  Fomtcsnth  Army  Corps. 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevtt  Major  and  Aide-dt-Camp. 

The  apparent  .inactivity  of  tho  army  of  the  Cumberland  during  its  stay  at 
Murfre«Bbon)',  was  due  really  to  the  severity  of  the  winter,  which  rendered  it 
ainiost  impossible  to  move  large  bodies  of  men  on  the  ordinary  roads  of  the 
country,  and  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  animals  to  refit  the  ti'ansportation  and 
equijj  the  cavalry  and  artillery.  The  country  having  become  practicable,  and  Gen- 
eral Eosecrans  having  partially  equipped  bis  traias  and  cavalry,  he  commenced 
the  campaign  of  the  summer  of  1863  on  the  24th  of  Jane,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  the  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  : 

EEPORT  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE  CAMPAIGN,  JtlNE  24  TO  JULY  4,  1S63. 
HEAJKiuARTBRa  14th  Armv  Corps,  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Camp  Winfred,   Tennessee,  July  8,  1S63. 

General;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  14th 
army  corps  from  the  24 tb  ultimo  to  the  present  time. 

The  third  division.  Brigadier  General  Brannan  commanding,  having,  in  accordance  with 
orders  previously  given,  reached  Salem  from  Triune  on  the  23d,  received  orders  to  march 
with  McCook'a  corps  in  the  direction  of  Foeterville  on  the  24th,  and  on  the  25th  to  join  the 
other  divisions  of  the  14th  army  corps  on  the  ilacehcsler  pike.  The  first  division,  (Bous- 
Bcau's,)  second  division,  (Negley'a,)  and  the  fourth  division,  (EeynoMs's,)  marched  from 
Murfreesboro'  June  84,  on  the  Manchester  pike,  Reynolds's  division  in  advance,  starting  at 
4  a.m.  with  orders,  if  possible,  to  seize  and  hold  Hoover's  Gap;  Rousseau's  division  march- 
ing at  7  a.  m.,  to  move  to  the  support  of  Eeynolds,  incase  hecalled  upon  himfor  assistance. 
Hegley's  division  marched  at  Hi  a.  m.,  in  reserve.  A  few  miles  from  our  picket  station, 
Wilder'a  brigade,  mounted  infantry,  Reynolds's  division,  encountered  the  enemy's  mounted 
videttea,  which  he  drove  upon  their  reserve  third  confederate  cavalry,  and  drove  the  whole 
tbrough  Hoover's  Gap  ana  beyond  MoBride's  creek.  Colonel  Wilder  then  observing  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  in  the  direcUon  of  Fairfield,  and  preparing'  to  attack  him,  took  up  a 
etrong  position  on  the  hills  at  the  southern  terminus  of  Hoover's  Gap.  The  other  two  bng- 
ades  of  Reynolds  moved  into  and  occupied  the  gap  in  rear  of  Wilder'a  force,  and  prepared 
for  an  attack  from  the  front,  having  marched  seventeen  miles. 

While  the  division  was  taking  its  position,  the  firathrigade  was  attacked  by  a  superior  force. 
The  attack  was  promptly  accepted  by  Wilder'a  brigade,  supported  by  the  second  and  third 
brigades,  which  were  immediately  ordered  to  the  front  and  posted  on  the  ridge  of  woods  on 
the  extreme  right,  to  prevent  the  enemy  turning  oui  right  flank  which  was  being  heavily 
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engaged  by  a  superior  foree.  As  tliese  re'enforcemenls  arrived  tie  enemy  was  forced  to  fal! 
back  from  the  woods,  and  theright  made  secure  bypostiug:  three  regimentB  of  Cook's  brigade 
in  the  woods  from  which  the  eriem^  had  Grat  been  so  gallantly  driven  by  the  seventeenth  and 
Beveoty-second  Indiana  volunteers  and  ninetj' tliird  Illinois  volnnteere,  and  the  position 
waintaioed.  General  Rousseau  wa^  ordered  to  send  forward  one  brigade  to  re-enforce  Bey- 
liolds,  ivhicb  was  done.  Major  Coolidge,  commanding  brigade  of  regulars,  reporting  soon 
aAer  dark,  and  every  prepaiation  made  for  an  attacli  on  the  following  morning.  The  first 
and  second  brigades  of  Rousseau's  division  encamped  In  supporting  distance,  near  the  widow 
Hoover's  house,  aud  Negley's  division  at  Big  spring,  in  rear  of  Rousseau's  division.  Tha 
disposition  of  Geoeral  Reynolds's  division  remained  unchanged  on  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
with  slight  Bkimiishing  with  the  enemy  in  front.  Colonel  Scnbner's  brigade,  second  division, 
having  been  ordered  to  the  front  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  was  posted  jn  position  to  sup- 
port the  batteries  in  front  and  to  form  picket  Ime  on  the  ettreme  left- 
General  Brannan's  division  amvlng  from  Salem  was  ordered  to  ^  into  camp  near  Rous- 
seau, at  Hoover's  mill.  Orders  having  been  previonsly  given  from  department  headquarters, 
General  Eonssean's  division  was  moved  immediately  in  rear  of  General  Reynolds's  division 
on  tbe  night  of  the  25th,  preparatory  to  an  attack  on  the  enemy's  position  at  Beech  Grove. 
General  Brasnan's  division  moved  up  at  4  a.m.  to  ta)ie  part  in  ^e  attack.  General  Negley's 
division  moved  up  at  8  a.  m.  to  support  the  attack  of  the  other  divisions.  After  canying  the 
position  of  Beeeh  Grove,  Kousseau's(]Et)  and  Brannan's  (3d)  divisions  were  ordered  to  push 
on  to  Manchester  that  night,  if  possible.  During  tbe  night  of  the  S5th  instant  it  rained  so 
continuously  that  it  became  almost  impossible  for  troops  to  move,  bat  with  eitraordinary 
exertions  the  divisions  were  placed  in  theirrespectivepositions  by  half  past  10  a.  m.  Imme- 
diately after  the  advance  was  ordered,  when  the  enemy  wore  driven  steadily  and  rapidly 
towards  Fairfield,  Boussean  and  Brannaa  operating  on  his  lel^  flank  from  the  hills  on  the 
north  of  tiiB  Farfield  road,  while  Reynolds  advanced  against  his  front  and  right.  The  enemy 
had  evidently  prepared  for  an  obstinate  resistance  and  attempted  to  enfilade  my  troops  from 
the  high  gronnd  on  onr  right,  but  were  effectually  prevented  by  a  gallant  charge  of  the  first 
bligade  third  division,  Colonel  Walker,  and  the  fourth  (regular)  brigade  first  division,  Major 
Coolidge  commanding.  The  steady  and  rapid  advance  of  my  troops  forced  the  enemy  to 
retire  in  the  direction  of  Fairfield,  very  rapidly,  covering  his  retreat  with  two  batteries  ol 
aitillery  and  octnpying  positions  behind  strong  bodies  ol  skirmishers,  flanked  by  a  heavy 
cavalry  force.  The  behavior  of  our  troops  was  admirable — everything  that  could  be  desired. 
On  the  morning  of  tlie37lh,  at  8  a.  m.,  EejTiolda's  advance  brigade,  Wilder's  mounted  in- 
fantry, took  possession  of  Manchester,  captnnng  a  guard  at  the  railroad  depot  and  taking  the 
town  completely  by  Hnvpriae ;  Negley's  division  marching  in  support  ot  Rousseau's  and 
Brannan's  towards  Fairfield  road  by  way  of  Noale's  Fork,  and  reached  Manchester  at  8  p.  m. 
Bousseau  and  Brannan  pursued  the  enemy  as  far  as  Fairfield,  ascertfuning  at  that  place, 
from  what  they  considered  reUable  sources,  that  the  enemy  bad  retreated  entirely,  these  two 
divisions,  in  compliance  with  orders,  tnin^  into  the  Fairfield  and  MBacheater  road— Bran- 
nan's division  reaching  Manchester  at  10  p.  m.,  and  Ronsseau's  division  at  12  midnight.  Irt 
compliance  with  department  orders,  Colonel  Wilder,  with  his  mounted  brigade,  started  at 
reveille  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  by  way  of  Hillsboro',  to  break  the  Chattanooga  railroad 
at  some  point  below  Deckard.    The  first  and  third  divisions  started  at  an  early  nonr,  sup- 

Sorted  by  a  brigade  from  General  Sheridan's  division  on  the  right  and  two  I'egiments  oi 
Reynolds's  division  on  the  left,  and  pushed  forward  during  the  evening  to  within  one  and  a 
half  OF  two  miles  of  Tullahoma  with  comparative  tase.  General  St«edman  reporting  that  he 
was  opposed  by  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  one  seeUon  of  artillery,  at  the  same  time  re- 
porting a  loss  of  fifteen  men  in  his  command,  also  killing  and  wounding  many  of  the  enemy, 
but  could  not  report  the  number,  as  they  were  carried,  from  the  field  hy  the  enemy.  The  two 
regiments  of  Reynolds's  division  also  reached  anoint  about  two  niilea  from  Tullahoma,  where 
they  came  upon  a  regiment  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  retired  after  feeble  resistance.  The 
officer  beliving  it  was  intended  to  lead  mm  into  an  ambuscade,  did  not  pursue  further.  Two 
regiments  fi'oni  Hegley's  division  moved  out  on  the  Hillsboro'  road  four  or  five  miles  without 
encountering  or  seeing  the  eaemj.  Colonel  Wilderwith  his  brigade  returned  to-day,  having 
SQCCeeded  in  striking  tbe  railroad  and  doing  considerable  damage  near  Deckard.     Early  o 


the  morning  of  July  Jst,  having  heard  from  a  citizen  that  the  enemy  were  evacuating  Tulla- 
homa,  Steedman's  brigade,  third  division,  supported  by  two  regiments  of  Reynolds's  division 


n  his  left,  were  ordered  to  advance  cautiously  and  ascertain  if  the  report  was  trae.  Meeting 
with  no  opposition  he  entered  Tullahoma  at  12  m.,  capturing  a  few  prisoners ;  General 
Brannan,  commanding  third  division,  reporting  that  the  last  of  the  rebel  infantry  retii'ed 
during  the  night,  and  their  cavalry  commenced  evacuating  at  daylight.  General  Reynolds 
was  accordingly  ordered  to  Tullahoma  with  his  division,  and  the  two  diTisions  (Brannan's 
and  Reynolds's)  ordered  to  rejoin  the  corps  at  Hefner's  mill  on  the  following  morning.  Gen- 
eral Negiey  was  directed  to  march  to  Hefner's  mill  and  take  post  there  for  the  night.  Gen- 
eral Rousseau  to  support  him.  In  executing  this  order,  Negiey  came  upon  the  enemy  about 
four  miles  from  Boohas  cross-roads,  and  drove  ibem  steadily  until  they  retired  just  at  night- 
fell  beyond  Hefner's  mill,  He  then  went  into  camp  for  tbe  night,  throwing  out  strong  pickets 
to  the  right  and  front.  General  Rousseau  was  instructed,  after  forming  his  camp,  to  throw 
pickets  to  the  rear  and  left.    The  enemy  made  a  stubborn  resistance  through  the  pass  of 
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On  the  2d,  the  thicd.anS  fourth  divisions  joined  on.  Spring  ereek,  and  the  enemy  were 
followed  to  the  Winchester  road  ccosBiug:  of  Elk  i-iver.  The  bridge  having  been  burned  by 
the  rebels  and  the  river  not  foidahle,  the  first,  third,  and  fonrth  divisions  were  moved  np  the 
river  to  Jonee's  ford,  and  one  brigade  of  Rousseau's  <Iivision  thrown  across  the  stream,  the 
remainder  of  the  command  camping  on  the  north  side.  The  foi'dheinp-veij  deep,  it  vi-aswith 
difficulty  that  the  brigade  effected  b  passage,  daniagiog  much  of  tJieir  ammunition  by  the 
water  getting  into  their  cartridge  boxes.  Colonel  Hainbright,  commaudiug  this  brigade, 
reported  that  lie  enemy  bad  left  the  vicinity  of  the  ford,  and  wm  informed  by  rebel  prisoners 
that  their  retreat  was  by  way  of  Polham  and  Cowan  and  across  the  monntains. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  Rousseau's  and  lirannaa's  troops  crossed  the  river  at  Jones's 
ford  and  took  up  a  position  on  the  Winchester  and  HiUsboro'  road,  orossiag  their  artilleiy  and 
trains  of  both  divisions.  Negley's  division  and  entire  train  crossed  the  ford  on  the  Winches- 
ter and  Manchester  pike.  The  troops  of  Reynolds's  division  crossed  at  the  same  place,  leaving 
Ms  ordnance  train  on  the  north  side  of  the  liver  to  be  crossed  in  the  morning. 

On  the  4th.  Bousseau's  ^vision  marched  to  the  Deckard  and  Pelham  road,  and  took  up  a 

Sosition  at  Brakefield  Point.  Reynolds's  division  encamped  at  Pennington's,  and  Biannan'a 
ivision  at  Taite's ;  the  two  latter  positions  on  the  Deckard,  Winchester,  and  McMinuvitie 
road.  The  order  tit  halt  was  recuved  at  2  p.  tn.  this  day,  and  the  details  directed  to  be  mads 
for  the  repairs  of  roads  were  ordered.  LocaHou  of  corps  headquarters  on  the  Winchester  and 
McMinuTille  road,  half  way  between  Taite's  and  Pennington's. 

The  positiona  of  divisions  of  my  corps  are  suhstau^ally  the  same  to  this  date. 

Without  particularly  referring  to  individual  merit  in  any  one  division  of  my  command,  I 
can  render  willing  testimony  to  the  maidy  endurance  and  soldierly  conduct  of  both  officers 
and  men  composing  my  corps,  marching  day  and  night,  through  a  most  relentless  rain,  and 
over  almost  impassable  roads,  bivouacking  by  the  road-side,  ever  ready  and  willing  to  "  tail 
in"  and  pursue  the  enemy  whenever  ordered,  with  a  eheerfulneas  and  detenniuation  truly 
admirable,  and  no  less  commendalile  when  confronting  the  enemy;  {heir  columns  never 
wavered,  giving  the  highest  proof  of  their  veteran  qualities  and  showing  what  dependence 
can  be  placed  upon  them  in  time  of  peril. 

For  particulars,  incidents,  and  tlie  part  taken  hy  the  different  div 


^    .    Js  of  my  corps,  in  the  engagements  n 
to  tlie  accompanying  reports  ot  division  commandi 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedii 


ined  in  my  report,  I  respactfijlly  reler  you 
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After  the  evacuatiou  of  Tullalioma  and  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  across  the 
Tennessee  river,  the  army  of  the  Oumberiand  was  concentrated  ahout  Winches- 
ter, Deehard,  and  Manchester,  preparatory  to  coninaing  the  campaign  aa  soon 
as  the  railroad  could  be  completed  as  far  as  Bridgeport. 

August  16,  1863. — The  whole  command  was  ordered  to  move  forward  to  tJie 
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ir,  and  waa  concentrated  (*.  e.  lltii  army  corps}  in  the  vicinity  of 
Stevenson,  Alabama,  and  opposite  shell-mound.  Preparations  were  then  made 
to  cross  to  the  aouth  eide  of  the  Tennessee  river,  the  enemj  under  Bragg  heing 
at  Chattanooga. 

On  the  night  of  the  30th  of  August,  Mr.  Wm.  Crutchfield,  a  Union  man, 
residing  at  Chattanooga,  having  been  forced  by  the  rebels  to  leave  his  home, 
swam  the  Tennessee  river  and  sought  refv\ge  within  our  lines,  bringing  the  in- 
formation that  it  was  reported  in  Chattanooga  that  General  Burnside  had  pos- 
session of  Knoxville,  Buckner  having  fallen  baek  to  Jjoudon,  and  Bragg  had 
sent  part  of  Hill's  corps  to  Kingston  to  support  Forrest.  Wheeler  was  said  to 
he  at  Rome  and  Gadson,  Alabama,  ■watching  for  a  move  oa  our  right.  Johnson 
was  to  re-enforce  Bragg  with  16,000  men,  two  trains  of  whom  came  in  on  the 
29th. 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  under 
my  command  during  the  month  of  September,  1863,  inclnding  the  battle  of 
Ghickamauga,  September  19th  and  20ih,  when,  besides  the  four  divisions  com- 
posing the  14th  army  corps,  I  had  the  divisions  of  Generals  Wood,  Palmer,  Steed- 
man  and  Johnson  under  my  immediate  direction. 


CHICKAMAUGA    CAMPAIGN. 

ITBAUyUARTEES  FOURTEENTH  ArMY  CoHPS, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  September  30,  1S63. 

G  ENERAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  corps  from  the  Ist 
September  up  to  date,  as  follows,  viz; 

General  Brannan's  division  crossed  the  Tennessee  river  at  Battle  creek; 
General  Baird  ordered  to  cross  Iiia  first  division  at  Bridgeport,  and  to  move  to 
Taylor's  store ;  General  Negley's  second  division  to  cross  the  river  at  Ca.perton's 
ferry,  and  to  report  at  Taylor's  store  also. 

September  2. — General  Bwrd's  division  moved  to  Widow's  creek.  General 
Negley  reports  having  arrived  at  Moore's  spring,  one  and  a  quarter  mile  from 
Taylor's  store,  and  two  miles  from  Bridgeport ;  be  was  ordered  to  cross  the  moun- 
tain at  that  point,  it  heing  the  most  direct  route  to  Trenton,  in  the  vicinity  of 
■which  place  the  corps  was  ordered  to  concentrate, 

September  3. — Headquarters  14th  army  corps  moved  from  Bolivar  springs  at 
6  a.  m.  via  Caperton's  ferry  to  Moore's  spring,  on  the  road  from  Bridgeport  to 
Trenton.  Baird's  division  reached  Bridgeport,  but  could  not  cross  in  consequence 
of  damage  to  the  bridge;  Negley's  division  marched  to  Warren's  mills,  on  the 
top  of  Sand  mountain,  on  the  road  to  Trenton ;  Brannan's  division  reached  Gra^ 
ham's  store,  on  the  road  from  Shell  mound  to  Trenton ;  Reynold's  division 
marched  six  miles  on  the  Trenton  road  from  Shell  mound. 

September  4. — Negley's  division  camped  at  Brown's  spring,  at  foot  of  Sand 
mountain,  in  Lookout  valley ;  Brannan's  division  at  Gordan's  mill,'  on  Sand 
mountain ;  Reynold's  division  at  foot  of  Sand  mountain,  two  miles  from  Trenton ; 
Bird's  division  crossed  the  river  at  Bridgeport,  and  camped  at  that  point ;  corps 
headquarters  at  Moore's  spring. 

September  5, — Baird's  division  arrived  at  Moore's  spring;  Negley's  division 
still  in  camp  at  Bro'wn's  spring.  He  reports  having  sent  forward  a  reconnoissance 
of  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  section  of  artillery  to  scour  the  country  to- 
wards Chattanooga,  and  secure  some  captured  stores  near  Macon  iron-works. 
They  captured  some  confederate  army  supplies.  No  report  from  Brannan's 
division  ;  Reynolds's  division  in  camp  at  Trenton ;  Brannan  somewhere  ia  neigh- 
borhood ;  corps  headquarters  at  Warren's  mill. 
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Septemher  6. — Baird'a  diviaion  encamped  at  Warren'a  mill;  Negley's  division 
readied  Johaaoa'a  crook ;  Beatty'a  brigade  waa  sent  up  the  road  to  seize  Steyens'a 
Gap;  met  the  eaemy's  pickets,  and  it  being  dark,  did  not  proceed  further.  The 
eighteenth  Ohio,  of  Negley'a  division,  went  to  the  top  of  Lookout  mountain, 
beyond  Payne's  roills;  met  the  enemy's  pickets  and  dispersed  them.  The  head 
of  Brannan's  column  reached  Lookout  valley,  two  (2)  miles  below  Trenton; 
Reyuolds's  division  in  camp  at  Trenton ;  rumors  of  the  enemy's  design  to  evacuate 
Chattanooga;  corps  headquarters  at  Brown's  spring. 

Septemher  7. — Baird's  division  closed  up  with  Negley's  in  the  mouth  of  John- 
son's crook.  Kegley's  gained  poaaeaaion  of  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  secured 
the  forks  of  the  road.  Brannan'a  division  reached  Trenton ;  Reynolds  remained 
in  camp  at  that  place ;  corps  headqoarters  still  at  Brown's  spring. 

Septemher  8. — Baird's  division  remained  in  its"  camp  of  yesterday,  at  the 
junction  of  Hurricane  and  Lookout  creeks  j  Negley's  division  moved  up  to  the 
top  of  Lookout  mountain,  at  the  head  of  Johnson's  crook,  one  brigade  occupying 
the  pass ;  another  biigade  was  sent  forward  and  seized  Oooper's"  Gap,  sending 
one  regiment  to  the  foot  of  the  gap  to  occupy  and  hold  it ;  one  regiment  was 
also  sent  forward  to  aeiae  Stevens's  Gap,  which  was  heavily  obstructed  with 
fallen  trees ;  Brannau's  division  occupied  the  same  position  as  last  night ;  Rey- 
nolds's division,  headquarters  at  Trenton,  with  one  brigade  at  Payne's  mills, 
three  miles  south  of  Trenton.    Headqaaiters  of  the  corps  still  at  Brown's  spring. 

September  9. — Baird's  division  moved  across  Lookout  mountain  to  the  sup- 
port of  Negley.  Negley's  division  moved  across  the  mountain  and  took  up  a 
position  in  McLamore's  cove,  near  Rogers's  farm,  throwing  out  his  skirmishers  as 
far  as  Bailey's  cross-roads.  Saw  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  front,  drawn  up  in  line  ; 
citizens  reported  a  heavy  force  concentrated  in  his  front  at  Dug  Gap,  consisting 
of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery ;  Brannan's  dividon  in  same  camp  as  yesterday ; 
lieynolda's  division  also.  The  ninety-second  Illinois  (mounted  infantry)  sent 
on  a  reconnoissance  towards  Chattanooga,  along  the  ridge  of  liookout  mountain. 
Colonel  Atkins,  commanding  ninety-second  Illinois,  reports  September  9,  11  a. 
m.,  entered  Chattanooga  as  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  column  was  evacuating  the 
place;  coi-ps  headquai-ters  moved  from  Brown's  spring  to  Easley's  farm,  on  Tren- 
ton and  Lebanon  road. 

September  10. — Genera)  Negley's  in  front  of  or  one  mile  west  of  Dug  Gap, 
which  has  been  heavily  obstructed  by  the  enemy,  and  occupied  by  a  strong 
picket  hue.  General  Baird  ordered  to  move  up  to-night  to  Negley's  support. 
General  Reynolds  to  move  at  daylight  to  support  Baird's  loft,  and  General 
Braanan  to  move  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow  morning  to  support  Reynolds ;  lieadquar- 
ters  and  General  Reynolds's  division  camped  for  the  night  at  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain ;  Brannan's  division  at  Easely's. 

September  11. — Baird's  division  closed  up  on  Negley's  at  widow  Davis's 
house  about  8  a,  m.  Soon  afterwards,  Negley  being  satisfied,  from  his  own  obser- 
vations, and  from  the  reports  of  oificers  seat  out  to  reconnoitre,  and  also  from 
loyal  citizens,  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  him  in  very  superior  force,  and 
that  this  train  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being  cut  ofif,  if  we  accepted  battle  at 
Davia's  Cross-roads,  determinedto  fallback  to  aatrongpositiouiufront  of  Stevens's 
Gap.  His  movement  he  immediately  proceeded  to  put  into  exeuTition,  and  by 
his  untiring  energy  and  skill,  and  with  the  prompt  co-operation  of  Baird,  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  possession  of  the  hills  in  front  of  Stevens's  Gap,  and  securing 
his  trains,  without  loosing  a  single  wagon.  For  a  detailed  account  of  this  move- 
ment, see  reports  of  Generals  Negley  and  Baird.  annexed,  marked  A  and  B.  Gen- 
oral  Turchin,  commanding  third  brigade  Reynolds's  division,  was  pushed  tbrward, 
by  way  of  Cooper's  Gap,  to  Negley's  support,  on  the  left,  reaching  his  position 
about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Orders  were  sent  to  General  Branuan  to  cloae  up  aa 
rapidly  as  possible.     Corps  headquarters  at  top  of  Cooper's  Gap. 

September  12, — Brannan's  division  reached  Negley's  position  by  S  a.  m.,  and 
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kiok  post  next  on  the  left  of  Baird.  Reynolds's  division  was  posted  on  the  left  of 
Brannan,  one  hrigade  covering  Cooper's  Gap.  Reports  from  citizens  go  to  con- 
firm tlie  impreasion  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  is  concentrated  at  Lafayette. 
A  report  from  General  McCook  confirms  that  fact.  A  later  despatch  from  the  same 
source  saya  it  is  reported  that  Bragg's  whole  anny,  with  Johnston's,  is  at  Lafay- 
ette. Generals  Brannan  and  Baird,  with  part  of  their  commands,  went  out  on  a 
reconooissance  towards  Dug  Gap  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  to-day.  General  Brannan 
reports  they  advanced  two  miles  beyond  Davis's  cross-roads  without  finding  any 
enemy  with  the  exceptioa  of  a  few  mounted  men;  corps  headijuarters  encamped 
at  top  of  Stevens's  Gap. 

September  13, — Negley's,  Baird's,  and  Brannan's  divisions  remained  in  their 
camps  of  yesterday  waitiug  the  arrival  of  McOook's  corps,  which  Lad  been  ordered 
to  close  to  the  left.  Reynolds  concentrated  his  division  on  the  road  from  Cooper's 
Gap  to  Oatlett's  Gap.  Two  deserters  from  eighteenth  Tennessee  state  that  they 
belong  to  Buckner'e  corps.  Buckner'e  corps  consists  of  eight  brigades,  and  two 
batteries,  six  guns  each ;  were  in  the  fight  with  Negley.  Saw  a  brigade  of 
Forrest's  cavalry,  commanded  by  Forrest  himself,  pass  towards  the  fight  on  the 
eleventh.  Hill's  and  Buekner's  corps  were  both  engaged.  Bragg's  army  is  con- 
centralfed  at  Lafayette;  headquarters  moved  by  way  of  Cooper's  Gap  to  the  foot 
of  the  mountain. 

September  14. — General  Reynolds  took  up  a  position  at  Pond  spring  with  his 
two  infantrybrigades,and  wasjoined  by  Wilder  at  that  place.  Turchin's  brigade, 
of  Reynolds's  division,  mside  a  reconnoissance  to  the  mouth  of  Oatlett's  Gap  with 
the  ninety-second  Illinois,  (mounted  infantiy.)  Was  opposed  by  the  rebels' 
mounted  pickets  from  Ohickamauga  creek  to  mouth  of  Catlett's  Gap,  at  which 
place  he  found  their  reserve  drawn  up,  also  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  to  the 
right  of  the  road;  but  having  received  instructions  to  avoid  bringing  on  an  en- 
gagement, he  returned  to  camp  with  the  brigade,  leaving  two  regiments  on  Chat- 
tanooga valley  road,  strongly  posted  on  outposts.  General  Brannan  advanced 
one  brigade  of  his  division  to  Ohickamauga  creek,  east  of  Lee's  mills,  one  mile  to 
the  right  and  south  of  Reynolds's  position,  at  Pond  spiing.  A  mounted  recon- 
noissance was  also  pushed  forward  to  within  a  mile  of  Bluebird  Gap  without  en- 
countering any  of  the  enemy.  A  negio  who  had  been  taken  before  General 
Buckner  yesterday,  and  released  again,  reports  that  Buckner  and  his  corps  are 
in  Catlett's  Gap  preparing  to  defend  that  place  A  negro  woman,  lately  from 
the  neighborhood  of  Dug  Gap,  repot  ts  a  large  force  of  rebels  between  Dug  Gap 
and  Lafayette. 

September  16. — Corps  headijuarters  and  first  and  second  divisions  remained 
camped  as  last  reported,  at  foot  of  Stevens's  gap.  Turchin's  brigade,  of  Rey- 
nolds's division,  made  a  reconnoissaace  towards  Catlett's  Gap.  The  enemy  fell 
back  as  he  advanced,  until  he  came  upon  a  force  strongly  posted,  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  in  the  road.  He  made  a  second  reconnoissance  at  2  p.  m.  that 
day,  with  but  little  further  result,  as  he  could  advance  but  a  short  distance 
fui'ther,  the  enemy  being  in  force  in  hisfront. 

September  17. — Fii-st.  second,  and  third  divisions  changed  their  positions  from 
their  camps  of  yesterday ;  Baird's  (first)  division,  with  its  right  resting  at  Grower's 
ford, and  extending  along  Chickamauga creek  to  Bird's  mill;  Negley's  (second) 
division,  with  its  right  at  Bird's  mill,  and  its  left  connecting  with  Van  Cleve's 
division,  at  Owen's  ford ;  Brannan's  (third)  division  on  the  right  of  the  first, 
covering  four  fords  between  Gower's  ford  and  Pond  spring.  One  brigade  of  the 
fourth  division  (Reynolds's)  thrown  out  in  front  of  Pond  spring,  on  the  Catlett's 
Gap  road,  covering  the  pass  tlicough  the  mountains,  Wilder's  brigade  detached 
and  ordered  to  report  to  department  headquarters.  The  left  of  MeCook's  corps 
closed  in,  connecting  with  our  right  near  Pond  spring. 

September  18. — At  i  p.  m.  the  whole  corps  moved  to  the  left  along  Chickamauga 
creek  to  Craivfish  springs.     On  arriving  at  that  place  received  oi-ders  to  move  on 
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tLe  cro8S-voad  leading  by  widiiw  Glenn's  house  to  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafay- 
ette road,  and  take  up  a  position  near  Kelley's  farm,  on  the  Lafayette  road, 
connecting  with  Cvittendeu  on  my  right  at  Goi-don'u  mill.  The  head  of  the 
column  reached  Kelley's  farm  about  daylight  on  the  19th,  Baird's  division  in 
front,  and  took  up  a  position  at  the  forks  of  the  road,  facing  towards  Reid's 
and  Alexander's  bridges  over  the  Chickamanga.  Culonel  Wilder,  commanding 
the  mounted  brigade  of  Reynolds's  division,  informed  me  that  the  enemy  had 
cvosaed  the  Chiekamauga  in  force  at  those  two  bridges  the  evening  before,  and 
driven  bis  brigade  across  the  State  road,  or  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road,  to 
the  heights  east  of  the  widow  Glenn's  howse.  Kelley's  houae  is  situated  in  an 
opening  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  long  and  one-fourth  of  a  mile  wide,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  State  road,  and  stretches  along  that  road  in  a  northerly  direc- 
tion, with  a  small  field  of,  perhaps,  twenty  acres  on  west  side  of  the  road, 
directly  opposite  to  the  house.  From  thence  to  the  Chiekamauga  the  surface  of 
the  country  is  undulating  and  covered  with  original  forest  timber,  intei'spersed 
W7lh  uudergi-owth,  in  many  places  so  dense  that  it  is  difficult  to  see  fifty  paces 
ahead.  There  is  a  cleared  field  near  Jay's  mill,  and  cleared  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  Keid's  and  Alexander's  bridges.  A  narrow  field  commences  at  a  point  about 
a  fourth  of  a  mite  south  of  Kelley's  house,  on  the  east  side  of  the  State  road, 
and  extends,  perhaps,  for  half  a  mile  along  the  road  towards  Gordon's  mills. 
Between  the  State  road  and  the  foot  of  Missionary  ridge  there  is  a  skirt  of 
timber  stretching  from  the  vicinity  of  widow  Glenn's  house,  south  of  the  forks 
of  the  road  to  MeDaniei's  house,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  Kelley's.  The 
eastern  slope  of  the  Missionary  ridge,  between  Glenn's  and  MeDaniei's,  is  cleared 
and  mostly  under  cultivation.  This  position  of  Baird's  threw  my  right  in  close 
proximity  to  Wilder's  brigade;  the  interval  I  intended  to  fill  up  with  the  two 
remaining  brigades  of  Reynolds's  division  on  their  arrival.  General  Brannan, 
closely  following  Baird's  division,  was  placed  in  position  on  his  left,  on  the  two 
roacis  leading  from  the  State  road  to  Reid'a  and  Alexander's  bridges.  Colonel 
Dan.  McCook,  commanding  a  brigade  of  the  reserve  corps,  met  me  at  General 
Baird's  headquarters,  and  reported  to  me  that  he  had  been  stationed  the  previous 
night  on  the  road  leading  to  Beid's  bridge,  and  that  he  could  discover  no  force 
of  the  enemy  except  one  brigade,  which  had  crossed  to  the  west  side  of  Chiek- 
amauga at  Eeid's  bridge  the  day  before ;  and  he  believed  it  could  be  cut  off, 
because,  after  it  had  crossed,  he  had  destroyed  the  bridge,  the  enemy  having 
retired  towards  Alexander's  bridge.  Upon  this  information  I  directed  General 
Brannan  to  post  a  brigade,  within  supporting  distance  of  Baird,  on  tlie  road  to 
Alexander's  bridge,  and  with  his  other  two  brigades  to  reconnoitre  the  road 
leading  to  Keid's  bridge  to  see  if  he  could  locate  the  brigade  reported  by  Colonel 
McCook,  and,  if  a  favorable  opportunity  occurred,  to  capture  it.  His  dispositions 
were  made  according  lo  instructions  by  9  a.  m.  General  Baird  was  directed  to 
throw  forward  his  right  wing,  so  as  to  get  more  nearly  in  line  with  Brannan,  but 
to  watch  well  on  his  right  flank.  Soon  after  this  disposition  of  these  two  divi- 
eions,  a  portion  of  Palmer's  division,  of  Crittenden's  corps,  took  position  to  the 
right  of  General  Baird's  division.  About  10  o'clock,  Croxton's  brigade,  of 
Brannan's  division,  posted  on  the  road  leading  to  Alexander's  bridge,  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  I  rode  forward  to  his  position  to  ascertain  the 
character  of  the  attack.  Colonel  Croxton  reported  to  me  that  he  had  driven  the 
enemy  nearly  half  a  mile,  but  that  he  was  then  meeting  with  obstinate  resistance. 
I  then  rode  back  to  Baird's  position,  and  directed  him  to  advance  to  Croxton's 
support,  which  he  did  with  his  whole  division.  Starkweather's  brigade  in  reserve, 
and  drove  the  enemy  steadily  before  him  for  some  distance,  taking  many,  pris- 
oners. Croxton's  brigade,  which  had  been  heavily  engaged  for  over  an  hour 
with  greatly  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  being  nearly  exhausted  of 
ammunition,  was  then  moved  to  the  rear  to  enable  the  men  to  fill  up  their  boxes ; 
and  Baird  and  Brannan,  having  united  their  forces,  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
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immediate  front.  General  Baird  then  lialted  for  tlie  purpose  of  readjusting  hia 
line ;  and  learning  from  prisoners  that  the  enemy  were  in  heavy  force  on  his 
immediate  right,  he  threw  back  his  right  wing  in  order  to  be  ready  for  aa  attack 
from  tliat  quarter.  Before  his  dispositions  could  be  completed,  the  enemy,  ia 
overwhelming  uutubers,  furiously  assaulted  Scribner's  and  King's  brigades,  and 
drove  them  in  disorder.  Fortunately,  at  this  time,  Johaaon's  division,  of 
McCook's  corps,  and  Keyuolds's  division,  of  my  corps,  arrived,  and  were  im- 
mediately placed  in  position.  Johnson  preceding  Reynolds,  his  left  connecting 
with  Baird's  right,  and  Palmer  being  immediately  on  Johusou's  right,  Reynolds 
was  placed  on  the  dght  of  Palmer,  with  one  hrigade  of  his  division  in  reserve. 
As  soon  as  formed  they  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  attacking  him  in  flank  and 
driving  him  in  great  confusion  for  a  mile  and  a  half,  while  Brannan'a  troops  met 
them  in  front  as  they  were  pm'suiag  Baird's  retiring  brigades,  driving  the  head 
of  his  culumn  back  and  retaking  the  artillery  which  had  been  temporarily  lost 
by  Baird's  brigades  ;  the  ninth  Ohio  recovering  battery  H,  fifth  United  States 
artillery,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  enemy  at  this  time  being  hardly 
pressed  by  Johnson,  Palmer,  and  Reynolds,  in  flank,  fell  back  in  confusion  upon 
his  reserves,  posted  in  a  strong  position  on  the  west  side  of  Ohickamauga  creek 
between  fieid's  and  Alexander's  bridges.  Brauaan  and  Baird  were  then  ordered 
to  reorganize  their  commands  and  take  position  on  commanding  ground  on  the 
road  from  McDaniel's  to  Reid's  bridge,  and  hold  it  to  the  last  extremity,  as  I 
expected  the  next  effort  of  the  enemy  would  be  to  gain  that  road  and  our  rear. 
This  was  about  2  p.  m.  After  a  loll  of  about  one  hour,  a  iiirious  attack  was 
made  upon  Beynolds's  right,  and  he  having  called  upon  me  for  re-enforcementa, 
I  directed  Brannan's  division  (o  move  to  his  support,  leaving  King's  brigade,  of 
Baird's  division,  to  hold  the  position  at  which  Baird  and  Braunan  had  been 
popted,  the  balance  of  Baird's  division  closing  up  to  the  right  of  Johnson's  divi- 
sion. It  will  be  seen,  by  General  Reynolds's  report.  Crouton's  brigade,  of 
Brannan's  division,  reached  his  right  just  iu  time  to  defeat  the  enemy's  efforts 
to  turn  Reynolds's  right  and  rear.  About  5  p.  m.,  my  lines  being  at  that  time 
very  much  extended  in  pursuing  the  enemy,  I  determined  to  concentrate  them 
on  more  commanding  ground,  as  I  felt  confident  tliat  we  should  have  a  renewal 
of  the  battle  the  next  morning.  I  rode  forward  to  General  Johnson's  position 
and  designated  to  him  where  to  place  his  division ;  also  to  General  Baird,  who 
was  present  with  Johnson.  I  then  rode  back  to  the  cross-roads  to  locate  Palmer 
and  Reynolds  on  Johnson's  right,  and  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge  about  five  hun- 
dred yards  east  of  the  State  road.  Soon  after  Palmer  and  Reynolds  got  their 
posiiiona ;  and  while  Brannan  was  getting  his  on  the  ridge  to  the  west  of  the 
State  road,  near  Dyer's  house,  to  the  rear  and  right  of  Reynolds,  where  I  had 
ordered  him  as  a  reserve,  the  enemy  assaulted  first  Johnson  and  then  Baird  in 
a  most  ftirions  manner,  producing  some  confusion,  but  order  was  soon  restored, 
and  the  enemy  repulsed  in  fine  style;  after  which  these  two  divisions  took 
up  the  positions  assigned  to  them  for  the  nigbt.  Before  adjusting  the  line 
satisfactorily,  I  received  an  order  to  report  to  department  headijuarters  immedi- 
ately, and  was  absent  from  my  command  until  near  midnight.  After  my  retmn 
from  de])artment  headquarters,  and  about  2  a.  m.  on  tbe  20th,  I  received  a  re- 

Eort  from  General  Baird  that  the  left  of  his  division  did  not  rest  on  the  Reid'a 
ridge  road  as  I  had  intended,  and  that  he  could  not  reach  it  without  weaken- 
ing his  line  too  much.  1  immediately  addressed  a  note  to  the  general  com- 
manding requesting  that  General  Negiey  be  sent  me  to  take  position  on  Gen- 
eral Baird's  left  and  rear,  and  thua  secure  our  left  from  aasatilt.  During  the 
night  the  troona  threw  up  temporary  breastworks  of  loga,  and  prepared  for  the  en- 
counter which  all  anticipated  would  come  off  the  next  day.  Although  in- 
formed by  note,  from  General  Uosecraus's  headquarters,  that  Negiey's  division 
would  be  sent  immediately  to  take  post  on  my  left,  it  had  not  ai  rived  at  7  a. 
m.  on  the  20th,  and  I  seat  Captain  Willard,  of  my  staff,  to  General  Negiey  to 
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urge  him  forward  aa  rapidly  aa  poaaible,  and  to  point  out  his  position  to  him. 
General  Negley,  in  hia  official  report,  mentiona  that  he  received  this  order 
through  Captain  Willard  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  20tb,  and  that  he  immediatelj  com- 
menced ■withdrawing  hia  division  for  that  purpose,  when  the  enemy  n  a«  repoi  ted 
to  he  massing  a  heavy  foree  in  hia  front,  sharply  engaging  his  ikiraiishers,  and 
that  he  was  directed  by  General  Rosecrans  to  hold  his  position  until  lelieved 
by  some  other  command.  General  BeMtty'a  brigade,  however,  was  sent  under 
guidance  of  Captain  Willard,  who  took  it  to  ita  position,  and  it  went  into  action 
immediately.  The  enemy  at  that  time  commenced  a  fuiioua  iaaault  on 
Baird's  left,  and  partially  sacceeded  in  gaining  his  rear.  Beatty,  meeting  with 
superior  mimbera,  waa  compelled  to  fail  back  until  relieved  by  the  fire  of  sev- 
eral regiments  of  Palmer's  reserve,  which  I  had  ordered  to  the  support  of  the 
left,  being  placed  in  position  by  General  Bnird,  and  which  regiments,  with  the 
co-operation  of  Van  Deever's  brigade  of  Brannan'a  division,  and  a  portion  of 
Stanley's  brigade  of  Negley'a  division,  drove  the  enemy  entirely  from  Baird'a 
left  and  rear.  General  Baird  being  still  hardly  pressed  in  front,  I  ordered  Gen- 
eral Wood,  who  had  just  repoitod  to  me  in  person,  to  send  one  of  the  brigades  of 
his  division  to  General  Baird.  He  replied  that  his  division  had  been  ordered  by 
General  Eosecraus  to  support  Reynolds's  right,  butthat  if  I  would  take  the  i-espon- 
sibilily  of  changing  his  orders,  he  would  cheerfullyobeythem,  and  sent  Barnes's 
brigades,  the  head  of  which  had  just  reached  my  position.  General  Wood  then  left 
me  to  rejoin  the  remainder  of  his  division,  which  was  still  coming  up.  To  pre- 
vent a  repetition  of  this  attack  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  I  directed  Captain 
Gaw,  chief  topographical  officer  on  my  siaff,  to  go  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  troops  on  the  left  and  rear  of  Baird's  and  direct  him  to  mass  as  much  artil- 
lery ocf  the  slopes  of  Missionary  ridge,  west  of  the  State  road,  as  he  could  con- 
veniently spare  from  his  lines,  supported  sti'ongly  by  infantry,  so  as  to  sweep 
the  ground  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Baird's  position.  This  order  General  Negley, 
in  his  official  report,  mentions  having  received  through  Captain  Gaw,  hut  from 
his  description  of  the  position  he  aasiimed,  he  must  have  misunderstood  my 
order,  and  instead  of  maasing  the  artillery  near  Baird'a  left,  it  waa  posted  on 
the  right  of  Brannan'a  division,  ueariy  in  rear  of  Reynolda'a  right.  At  the  time 
the  asaault  just  described  was  made  on  Baird,  the  enemy  attacked  Johnaon, 
Palmei-,  and  Reynolda,  with  equal  fierceness,  which  was  continued  at  least  two 
hours,  making  assault  after  assault  wiih  fresh  troops,  which  were  met  by  our  troopa 
with  a  most  determined  coolneaa  and  deliberation.  The  enemy  having  ex- 
hausted his  utmost  energies  to  dislodge  us,  he  apparently  fell  back  entirely 
from  our  front,  and  we  were  not  disturbed  again  until  near  night,  after  the  with- 
drawal of  the  troops  to  Rodaville  had  commenced.  Just  before  the  repulse  of 
the  enemy  on  our  left.  General  Beatty  came  to  me  for  fresh  troops,  in  person, 
slating  that  moat  of  those  I  had  sent  to  him  had  gone  hack  to  the  rear  and 
light,  and  he  was  anxious  to  get  at  least  another  brigade  before  they  attacked 
him  again.  I  immediately  sent  Captain  Keilogg  to  harry  up  General  Sheridan, 
whose  division  I  had  been  informed  would  he  sent  to  me.  About  2  p.  m., 
hearing  heavy  firing  to  my  right  and  rear  through  the  woods,  very  soon  after 
Captain  Xellogg  leit  me,  I  turned  in  that  diiection  and  was  riding  to  the  slope  uf 
the  hill  in  my  rear  to  ascertain  the  cause.  Just  aa  I  passed  oat  of  the  woods, 
bordering  the  State  road,  I  met  Captain  Kellogg  returning,  who  reported  to  me 
that  in  attempting  to  reach  General  Sheridan  he  had  met  a  large  force  in  an 
open  cornfield  to  the  rear  of  Reynolds's  position,  advancing  cautiously,  with  a 
strong  line  of  akirmishers  thrown  out  to  their  front,  and  that  they  had  fired  on 
him  and  forced  him  to  return.  He  had  reported  this  to  Colonel  Hai'ker,  com- 
manding a  brigade  of  Wood's  division,  posted  on  a  ridge  a  short  distance  to  the 
rear  of  Reynolds's  position,  who  also  saw  this  force  advancing,  but,  with  Cap- 
tain Kellogg,  waa  of  the  opinion  that  they  might  be  Sheridan's  troops  coming 
to  our  assistance.  I  rode  forward  to  Colonel  Barker's  position,  and  told  him 
that,  although  1  was  expecting  Sheridan  from  that  direction,  if  these  troofs 
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fired  on  him,  seeing  Lis  flag,  lie  must  return  their  fire,  and  resist  their  further  ad- 
vance. He  immediately  ordered  his  skirniishera  to  eomroeuce  firing',  and  took 
up  a  position  with  his  brigade  on  the  creet  of  a  hill,  a  short  distance  to  his  right 
and  rear,  placing  his  right  in  connexion  with  Brannan's  division,  and  portions 
of  Beatty's  and  Stanley's  brigades  of  Negley'a  divieion,  which  had  been  retired 
to  that  point,  from  the  left,  as  circumstaatially  narrated  in  the  report  of  General 
John  Beatty  and  Colonel  Stanley;  I  then  rode  to  tlie  east  of  the  hill  referred  to 
above.  On  my  way  I  met  General  Wood,  who  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion 
that  the  troops  advancing  upon  us  were  the  enemy,  although  we  were  not 
then  aware  of  the  disaster  to  the  right  and  centre  of  our  army.  1  then  directed 
him  to  place  his  division  on  the  pi-olongalion  of  Bi'annan'e,  who,  I  had  ascer- 
tained from  Hood,  was  on  the  top  of  the  hill  above  referred  to,  and  to  resist 
the  farther  advance  of  the  enemy  as  long  as  possible.  I  sent  my  aid.  Captain 
Eellogg,  to  notify  General  Reynolds  that  onr  right  had  been  turned,  and  that 
the  enemy  was  iu  his  rear,  and  in  force.  Genera!  Wood  barely  had  time  to  dis- 
pose his  troops  on  tlie  left  of  Brannan  before  another  of  those  fierce  assaults, 
eimilar  to  tliose  made  in  the  moraing  on  my  lines,  was  made  on  him  and  Bran- 
nan  combined,  and  kept  up  by  the  enemy,  throwing  in  fresh  troops  as  fast  as 
those  in  their  front  were  driven  back,  until  near  nightfall.  About  the  time  that 
Wood  took  up  his  position.  General  Gordon  Granger  appeared  on  my  left  flank  at 
the  head  of  Steedman's  division  of  his  corps.  1  immediately  despatched  a  staff 
officer,  Captain  Johnson,  second  Indiana  cavalry,  of  Negley's  division,  to  hini 
with  orders  to  push  forward  and  take  position  on  Brannan's  right,  which  order 
was  complied  with,  with  the  greatest  promptness  and  alacrity,  Steedman  moving 
bis  division  into  position  with  almost  as  much  precision  as  if  on  drill,  and  fighl- 
ing  his  way  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  Brannan's  right,  moved  forward  his 
artillery  and  drove  the  enemy  down  the  southern  slope,  inflicting  on  him  a 
most  ten'ihle  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  Tliis  opportune  arrival  of  fresh  troops 
revived  the  flagging  spirits  of  our  men  on  thejight,  and  inspired  them  with  new 
ardor  for  the  contest.  Every  assault  of  the  enemy  from  that  time  until  night- 
fall was  repulsed  in  the  most  gallant  style  by  the  whole  line.  By  this  time  the 
ammunition  in  the  boxes  of  the  men  was  reduced,  on  an  average,  to  two  or  three 
rounds  per  man,  and  my  ammunition  trains  having  been  unfortunately  ordered 
to  the  rear  by  some  nnauthoriaed  person,  we  should  have  been  entirely  without 
ammunition  in  a  very  short  time  had  not  a  small  supply  come  up  with  General 
Steedman's  command.  This  being  distributed  among  the  troops,  gave  them  about 
ten  rounds  per  man.  General  Garfield,  chief  of  staff  of  General  Roeecrans,  reached 
this  position  about  4  p.  m.,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Thruston,  ot 
McCook's  staff,  and  Captains  Gaw  and  Barker,  of  my  staff,  who  had  been  sent 
to  the  rear  to  bring  back  the  ammunition,  if  possible.  General  Garfield  gave 
me  the  first  reliable  information  that  the  right  and  centre  of  our  own  army  had 
been  driven,  and  of  its  condition  at  that  time.  I  soon  after  received  a  despatch 
from  Genei-ai  Rosecrans,  directing  me  to  assume  command  of  all  the  forces,  and 
with  Crittenden  and  McCook  take  a  strong  position  and  assume  a  threatening 
attitude  at  Rossville,  sending  the  unorganized  forces  to  Chattanooga  for  reorgani- 
zation, stating  that  he  would  examine  the  ground  at  Chattanooga,  and  then 
join  me;  also,  that  he  had  sent  out  rations  and  ammunition  to  meet  me  at 
Rossville.  I  determined  to  hold  the  postion  until  nightfall,  if  possible,  in  the 
mean  time  sending  Captains  Bai'ker  and  Kellogg  to  distribute  the  ammunition — 
Major  Lawrence,  my  chief  of  artillery,  having  been  previously  sent  to  notify 
the  different  commanders  that  ammunition  would  be  supplied  them  shortly.  As 
soon  as  they  reported  the  distribution  of  the  ammunition,  I  directed  Captain 
Willard  to  inform  the  division  commanders  to  prepare  to  withdraw  their  com- 
mands as  soon  as  they  received  orders.  At  5.30  p.  m.  Captain  Bai-ker,  com- 
manding my  escort,  was  sent  to  notify  General  Reynolds  to  commence  the 
movement,  and  I  left  the  position  behind  General  Wood's  command  to  meet 
Reynolds  and  point  out  to  him  the  position  where  I  wished  him  to  form  line  to 
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cflver  tlie  retirement  of  the  other  troops  on  the  left.  In  passing;  through  an 
open  woods  bordering  on  tlie  State  road,  and  between  my  last  and  Reynolds's 
position,  I  was  cautioned  by  a  couple  of  soldiers,  who  bad  been  to  hunt  water, 
that  there  was  a  large  rebel  force  in  these  woods,  drawn  up  in  line  and  advancing 
towards  me.  Just  at  this  time  I  saw  the  head  of  Eeynolds's  column  approaching, 
and  calling  to  the  general  himself,  directed  him  to  form  line  perpendicular  to  the 
State  road,  changing  the  head  of  his  column  to  the  left,  with  his  right  resting 
on  that  road,  and  to  charge  the  enemy,  who  were  then  in  his  immediate  front. 
This  movement  was  made  with  the  utmost  promptitude,  and  facing  to  the  right 
whilst  on  the  march.  Turehin  threw  his  brigade  upon  the  rebel  force,  routing 
them,  and  driving  them  in  utter  confusion  entirely  beyond  Baitd's  left.  In  this 
splendid  advance  more  than  300  prisoners  were  captured  and  sent  to  the  rear. 
Colonel  Eobinson,  eoramanding  the  twentieth  brigade  Reynolds's  division,  followed 
closely  upon  Turehin,  and  I  posted  him  on  the  road  leading  through  the  ridge  to 
hold  the  ground  whilst  the  troops  on  our  right  and  left  passed  by.  In  a  few 
moments  General  Willich,  Commanding  a  brigade  of  Johnson's  division,  reported 
to  me  that  his  brigade  was  in  position  on  a  commanding  piece  of  ground  to  the 
right  of  the  ridge  road.  I  directed  him  to  report  to  General  Reynolds,  and 
assist  in  covering  the  retirement  of  the  troops.  Turchin's  brigade,  after  driving 
the  enemy  a  mile  and  a  half,  was  reassembled,  and  took  its  position  on  the  ridge 
road,  with  Eobinson  and  Willich.  These  dispositions  being  made,  I  sent  orders 
to  Generals  Wood,  Brannan,  and  Granger  to  withdraw  from  their  positions. 
Johnson's  and  Baird'e  divisions  were  attacked  at  the  moment  of  retiring,  but  by 
being  prepared,  retii-ed  without  confusion,  or  any  serious  losses.  General  Palmer 
was  also  attacked  whilst  retiring.  Gross's  brigade  was  thrown  into  some  confu- 
sion, but  Croeft's  brigade  came  off  in  good  style,  both,  however,  with  little  loss. 
I  then  proceeded  to  Rossville,  accompanied  by  Generals  Garfield  and  Gordon 
Granger,  and  immediately  prepared  to  place  the  troops  in  position  at  that  point- 
One  brigade  of  Negley's  division  was  posted  in  the  gap,  on  the  Ringold  road, 
and  two  brigades  on  the  top  of  the  ridge  to  the  right  of  the  road,  adjoining  the 
brigade  in  the  road  ;  Reynolds's  division  on  the  right  of  Negley's  and  reach- 
ing to  the  Dry  Valley  road;  Brannan'a  division  in  the  rear  of  Reynolds's  right, 
^s  a  reserve ;  McOook's  corps  on  the  right  of  the  Dry  Valley  road,  and  stretching 
towards  the  west,  his  right  reaching  nearly  to  Chattanooga  creek  ;  Crittenden's 
entire  corps  was  posted  on  the  heights  to  the  left  of  the  Ringold  road,  with 
Steedman's  division  of  Granger's  corps  in  reserve  behind  his  left ;  Baird's 
division  in  i-eserve,  and  in  supporting  distance  of  the  brigade  in  the  gap; 
McCook'a  brigade  of  Granger's  corps  was  also  posted  as  a  reserve  to  the  brigade 
of  Negley's  on  the'  top  of  the  ridge,  to  the  right  of  the  road  ;  Minty's  brigade 
of  cavahy  was  on  the  Eingold  road,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  in  advance  of 
the  gap.  About  10  a.  m.  on  the  Slst,  received  a  message  from  Minty  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing  on  him  with  a  strong  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry.  I 
directed  him  to  retire  through  the  gap,  and  post  his  command  on  our  left  flank, 
and  throw  out  strong  i-econnoitring  parties  across  the  ridge  to  observe  and 
report  any  movements  of  the  enemy  on  our  left  front.  From  infoi-mation 
received  from  citizens,  I  was  convinced  that  the  position  was  untenable  in 
the  face  of  the  odds  we  had  opposed  to  us,  as  the  enemy  could  easily  concen- 
trate upon  our  right  flanlt,  which,  if  driven,  would  expose  our  centre  and  left 
to  be  cut  entirely  off  from  our  communications.  I  therefore  advised  the 
commanding  general  to  concentrate  the  troops  at  Chattanooga.  About  the 
time  I  made  the  suggestion  to  withdraw,  the  enemy  made  a  demonstration  in 
the  direct  road,  but  were  soon  repulsed.  In  anticipation  of  this  order  to  con- 
centrate at  Chattanooga,  I  sent  for  the  corps  commanders,  and  gave  such 
general  instructions  as  would  enable  them  to  prepare  their  commands  for 
making  the  movement  without  confusion.  All  wagons,  ambulances,  and  surplus 
artillery  carriages  were  sent  to  the  rear  before  night.     The  order  for  tl»e  with- 
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draiva!  being  received  about  6  p,  m.,  tlie  movement  commenced  at  9  p.  m.,  in 
tlie  following  order  :  strong  skirmish  linee,  under  the  direction  of  judicious  officers, 
were  thrown  out  to  tie  front  of  each  diyision  to  cover  this  movement,  with  direc- 
tions to  retire  at  daylight,  deployed  and  ia  supporting  distance,  the  whole  to  be 
supported  by  the  first  division  14th  army  corps,  under  the  superintendence  of 
Major  Gienei'al  Eousseau,  assisted  by  Muely's  brigade  of  cavahy,  which  was  to 
follow  after  the  skirmishers.  Crittenden's  corps  was  to  ruove  from  the  mills  to 
the  left  of  the  road  at  9  p.  ni.,  followed  by  Sceedman's  division.  Next  Negley'a 
division  was  to  withdraw  at  10  p.  m. ;  then  Reynolds,  McCook'a  corps,  by  divi- 
sions, from  ieft  to  right,  moving  within  supporting  distance  one  after  the  other  ; 
Brannan's  was  posted  at  6  p.  m.,  on  the  road  about  half-way  between  Rossville 
and  Chattanooga  to  cover  the  movement.  The  troops  were  withdrawn  ina  quiet, 
orderly  manner,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man,  and  by  7  a.  m.,  on  the  22d, 
were  in  their  positions  in  front  of  Ohatbinooga,  which  had  been  assigned  to 
them  previous  to  their  arrival,  and  which  tliey  now  occupy,  covered  by  strong 
intrenchments  thrown  up  on  the  day  of  our  arrival,'  and  strengthened,  from  day 
to  day,  until  they  were  considered  sufGciently  strong  for  all  defensive  pm-poses. 
I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  com- 
manders for  the  names  of  those  of  their  respective  commands  who  disiinguiahed 
themselves.  Among  them  I  am  much  gratified  to  find  the  names  of  Colonei  1'. 
Van  Derveer,  thirty-fifth  Ohio,  commanding  third  brigade,  and  Colonel  John 
T.  Croxton,  fourth  Kentucky,  commanding  second  brigade,  Brannan's  division, 
both  of  whom  I  saw  on  Saturday,  and  cati  confirm  the  reports  given  of  them  by 
their  division  commander.  Colonel  B.  IP.  Scribner,  thirty-eighth  Indiana,  com- 
manding first  brigade,  Baird's  division,  was  on  the  right  of  that  division  on 
Saturday  morning,  whea  it  was  attacked  in  flank  by  an  overwhelming  force  of 
the  enemy  and  driven  hack  i  yet  Colonel  Scribner  was  enabled  to  rally  and 
leorganize  it  without  the  least  difficulty,  as  soon  as  supported  by  Johnson's 
division.  All  the  troops  under  my  immediate  command  fought  most  gallantly 
on  battle  days,  and  were  ably  handled  by  their  respective  commanders,  via.. 
Major  Generals  Palmer  and  Reynolds,  and  Brigadier  Generals  Brannao,  Johnson, 
and  Eaird,  oa  Saturday,  and  on  Sunday,in  the  afternoon,  in  addition  to  the  above. 
Major  General  Gordon  Granger,  commanding  reserve  corps,  aod  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Wood,  commanding  first  division  21st  army  corps,  who,  with  two  brigades 
of  his  division,  under  their  brave  commanders.  Colonels  Harkerand  Buell,  most 
nobly  sustained  Brannan's  left,  while  Brigadier  General  Steedman,  commanding 
a  division  of  the  reserve  corps,  as  valiantly  maintained  his  right.  Colonel  Dan 
McCook,  commanding  a  brigade  of  the  reserve  corps,  and  left  by  General  Gran- 
ger, near  McDaoiel's  house,  in  a  commanding  position,  kept  a  large  force  of  the 
Enemy's  cavalry  at  bay  while  hovering  on  Baird's  left,  and  with  his  battery 
materially  aided  Turchin's  handsome  charge  on  the  enemy,  who  had  closed  in 
on  our  left.  Brigadier  General  Willich,  commanding  a  brigade  of  Johnson's 
division  on  Saturday,  in  the  attack,  and  especially  on  Sunday,  nobly  sustained 
his  reputation  as  a  soldier.  Brigadier  General  Jno.  Beatty  and  Colonel  F.  R. 
Stanley,  commanding  brigades  of  Negley's  division,  bravely  supported  Baird's 
left  in  the  morning  of  Sunday.  Colonel  Stanley  being  struck  by  the  fragments 
of  a  shell  and  disabled  in  the  afternoon,  the  brigade  fought  with  Brannan's  divi- 
sion,under  the  commandof  Colonel  W.L.Stoughton, eleventh  Michigan.  Colonel 
J.  G.  Parkhurst,  commanding  ninth  Jdichigan  volunteers,  and  provost  marshal 
14th  army  corps,  at  the  bead  of  hi''  regiment,  did  most  valuable  service  on  the 
20th,  in  arresting  stragglers  and  reorganizing  the  troops  which  had  been  driven 
from  the  field.  His  report  is  herewith  enclosed,  and  special  reference  made 
thereto  for  particulars. 

I  also  tender  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  the  services  they 
rendered  me.  To  Lieutenant  ColonelG.E.Flynt,  my  assistant  adjutant  general; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  J.  Mackey,  chief  quartermaster ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
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R.  Paul,  chief  eommissaiy  of  subsistence,  who,  although  not  present  on  the  field  of 
battle,  were  discharging  their  duties  in  their  respective  departments  entirely  to  my 
satisfaction ;  Lieutenant  Oolonel  A.  Von  Sehrader,  seventy-fourth  Ohio,  assistant 
inspector  general,  who  rendered  most  ef&cient  service  as  aide-de-camp  during  the 
first  day's  fight,  and  who  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  while 
in  discharge  of  his  duty;  M3.jor  W.  E.  Lawrence,  first  Ohio  artillery,  my  chief 
of  artillery.  Captains  J.  P.  Willard  and  8.  0.  Kellogg,  aides-de-camp ;  Captain 
J.  D,  Barker,  first  Ohio  cavalry,  eotomanding  my  escort ;  Captain  W.  B.  G-aw, 
chief  topographical  officer  14th  ttrmy  corps,  as  also  the  signal  officers  of  tlie  corps, 
who  did  duty  on  the  field  as  aids,  were  of  great  aBsistance  in  conducting  the 
flperations  of  my  command.  Surgeons  F.  H.  Grass,  medical  director,  and  H.  C. 
Barrell,  medical  purveyor,  were  imtiring  in  their  efforts  to  relieve  the  wants  of 
the  wounded ;  Dr.  Grass  was  wounded  early  in  the  engagement,  Sunday,  hat 
continued  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  Captain  G.CfMoody,nineteeuth  United 
States  infantry,  commanding  musters,  also  rendered  efficient  service  as  aide-de- 
camp ;  Captain  Johnson,  second  In diai] a  cavalry,  of  General  Negley's  staff,  and 
Captain  T.  C.  Williams,  nineteenth  United  States  infantry,  of  General-Baird's 
staff,  having  been  cut  off  from  their  respective  commanders,  reported  to  me  for 
duty,  and  were  of  great  assistance  as  aids. 

I  submit  herewith  annexed  a  consolidated  report  of  the  casualties  of  the  14th 
army  corps. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  TJ.  S.  Vols.,  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  J.  A.  Garfield, 

Chief  of  Utaff,  Department  of  Cumberland. 


Sum-mar)/  of  Jiillad,  wounded,  and  tnissing  in  the  lilli,  army  corpH,  during  t. 
battles  of  the  \%th  and  2dth  Septembet;  1863. 
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HEAJiaUA.RTEKS  FuiRT  BlVJSION  14TM  ArMY  CoRPS, 

Chattanooga,    Tenn.,  September,  1863. 

OoLONGL  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  suhmit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  this  divisioa,  from'  the  2d  of  September,  when  we  moved  from  our  camp 
Ott  Crow  creek  to  eroaa  the  Tenneesoe  river,  to  the  22d,  when  we  reachet^ 
this  place. 

The  reports  of  the  battles  are  made  separate,  and  in  detail. 

I  marched  from  the  point  above  mentioned  on  the  2d  inatant,  and  concen- 
trated my  force  near  Bridgeport,  bat  was  unable,  from  the  great  accumulation  of 
materials,  troops,  and  trains,  as  well  as  the  frequent  breaking  of  the  bridge,  to 
pass  the  river  until  the  4tb.  I  then  crossed  witbont  an  accident  or  moment  of 
delay,  occupying  the  day  in  so  doing,  and  encamped  at  night  near  the  souih 
end  of  the  bridge.  Upon  the  5tli  I  moved  to  Morse's  spring,  at  the  foot  of 
Sand  mountain,  but  was  delayed  there  imtil  night  by  trains  of  other  divisions 
in  advance  of  me.  On  the  6th,  after  a  day  of  hard  ^ahor,  I  got  my  troops,  ar- 
tillery, and  wagons,  upon  the  mountains,  and  late  at  night  went  into  camp  at 
Warren's  mill,  four  miles  from  the  summit.  On  the  7th  I  moved  on,  descended 
the  mountain  again,  detained  by  troops  and  trains  in  our  front,  and  leaving  the 
seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers  to  woi'k  the  road  down  the  mountiua, 
encamped  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night  in  Lookout  valley  at  the  junction  of  Look- 
out and  Hurricane  creeks.  On  the  8th  and  9th  I  remained  in  camp  waiting 
for  General  Negiey,  in  front,  to  get  over  Lookout  mountain.  On  the  10th,  in 
obedience  to  orders  to  unite  with  General  Uegley  in  McLamoore's  cave,  I  la- 
bored hard  during  the  whole  day,  and  at  10  o'clock  at  night  had  only  got  my 
troops,  artillery,  and  a  portion  of  my  train  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  in  Ste- 
vens's Gap,  and  waa  compelled  to  leave  the  real  of  the  train  on  the  summit,  with 
a  i-egimeut  to  guard  it.  On  the  11th  I  moved  foi-ward  with  the  portion  of  my 
force  present,  and  joined  General  Negley  near  the  entrance  to  Dug  Gap,  in  Pid- 
geon  mountain.  We  here  had  an  encounter  with  the  enemy,  which  forins  the 
subject  of  a  aeparate  report,  hereto  attached,  and  at  night  fell  back  to  Stevens's 
Gap.     During  the  12th  my  men,  having  been  under  arms  all  night,  and  having 
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no  Bleep  for  t«o  nights,  wera  still  kept  m  pom tton,  awaiting  an  attack  from 
tiip  enemy,  Geneial  Biaunan  came  up  diiimg  the  day,  ana  taking  Colonel 
Scribner's  brigade,  I  united  with  him  in  a  reconnoi«s»nce  to  Dug  Gap,  and  re- 
turned at  mght  During  the  13th  14th  15th  and  Ibth  wr  remained  in  eamp 
at  Stevens's  GSap  awaiting  the  arnval  of  Major  General  McCook,  the  fivet  of 
whose  division  arrived  on  the  16th.  On  the  ITth  we  marched  to  Biid's  mills, 
<™  Cbiokamauga  creek,  and  encamped  between  there  and  Owen's  ford.  On 
the  18th  received"  orders  in  the  afternoon  to  march  to  the  left  by  way  of  Craw- 
fish springs,  which  place  we  i-eached  about  midnight,  and  there  received  or- 
ders for  our  disposition  next  day-  On  the  19t!i  and  20th  were  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  the  events  being  reported  separately  in  the  reports  herewith  an- 
aexed.  On  the  21st,  after  eollecting  our  force  at  Eossville,  we  fell  back  to  this 
place,  bringing  in  the  pickets  and  covering  the  retreat.  We  reached  here  on 
Monday,  the  22d  instant. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIRD, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
Licntenant  Colonel  Geo.  E.  Flynt, 

Assistant.  Adjutant  Gineral,  Headquarters  14(A  Army  Corfs. 
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Stevens's  Gap,  Ga.,  Septemler  11,  1863. 
Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  major  general  commanding,  I 
snoved  on  the  10th  instant,  with  the  first  and  second  brigades  of  vxy  division, 
from  Johnson's  creek.  Lookout  valley,  to  cross  Lookout  mountain,  and  unite 
with  Major  General  Negley's  command,  then  at  or  slightly  in  advance  of  this 
place.  With  much  difficulty  and  great  labor  I  succeeded,  }>y  nine  o'clock  p. 
in.,  in  getting  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  with  three  regiments  of  General  Stark- 
weather's biTgade,  the  first  and  twenty -first  Wisconsin,  and  twenty-fourth  Illinois, 
and  Lis  battery ;  also  a  portion  of  my  transportation  train  and  four  regiments  of 
Colofiet  Seribner's  brigade,  the  thirty-third  and  ninety-fourth  Ohio,  the  thirty- 
eighth  Indiana  and  tenth  Wisconsin,  together  with  the  first  Michigan  battery. 
Tbe  remainder  of  the  division  was  in  rear,  employed  either  in  guarding  trains  or 
depots,  or  other  important  duty,  so  that?  I  had  with  me  about  3,800  men.  On  my 
arrival  here  I  received  intelligence  from  General  Negley,  who  had  moved  forward 
in  the  morning,  to  the  effect  that  tie  had  driven  the  enemy  before  him  during  the 
day  and  had  got  up  quite  close  to  Dug  Gap,  on  the  road  to  Lafayette;  that  he  here 
met  with  a  strong  resistance,  perhaps  too  great  for  his  force  to  overcome,  and  at 
the  same  time  that  he  had  learned  of  a  laige  i-ebel  force  with  13  pieces  of  artillery 
on  his  left  fiank,  lower  down  the  valley.  The  communication  es pressed  anxiety 
for  the  safety  of  his  own  party,  and  a  wish  that  I  should  move  forward  as  rap- 
idly as  possible.  The  fact  of  a  rebel  force,  both  of  artillery  and  infantry,  be- 
ing near  us  down  the  valley,  was  likewise  reported  to  me  hy  citizens  of  credi- 
bility. In  the  condition  in  which  I  ivas,  with  a  portion  of  my  train  at  the  foot 
and  the  rest  on  the  mountain,  requiring  a  guard  to  protect  it  from  approach  by 
way  of  Cooper's  Gap,  I  felt  somewhat  embarrassed.  I  sent  word,  however,  to 
General' Negley,  suggesting  that  if  he  believed  in  the  reports  regarding  the 
forces  opposed  to  us,  that  it  might  be  better  for  him  to  fall  back  upon  me  at  this 
place,  where  we  could  defend  ourselves  and  trains  until  other  forces  could 
arrive;  nevertheless,  that  if  he  thought  otherwise  I  would  marcli  at  3  o'clock  in 
the  morning  with  the  force  at  hand  and  join  him.  This  he  replied  would  be 
satisfactory.  As  soon  as  possible  after  3  o'clock  a.  m.  oii  the  llth  instant  I 
moved  forward,  taking  everything  with  me,  as  I  was  not  able  to  leave  a  guai'd 
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fjr  it  here.  At  about  8  o'clock  I  reached  General  Negley's 
the  widow  Davia'a  house.  All  then  appeared  to  be  quiet,  and  I  soon  after 
started  with  him  to  ride  around  his  lines,  so  aa  to  acquii-e  some  knowledge  of  the 
country.  General  Kegley  upon  this  ride  explained  to  me  that  his  left  flank  and 
rear  were  in  danger,  and  that  he  intended  drawing  back  aome  portion  of  his 
force  from  the  front  beyond  the  creek  to  prolong  our  line  to  the  left  and  rear, 
and  that  he  wished  me  to  occupy  with  my  troops  the  position  froBo  which  he 
would  withdraw  his.  Eetnrnlng  from  this  lide  we  were  informed  that  firing 
had  commenced  in  the  front,  and  we  at  once  rode  to  the  apot,  Abont  half  a 
mile  beyond  {eastwai'd)  the  widow  Davis's  honae,  beyond  the  woods,  and  with 
open  fields  in  front,  our  line  of  infantry  and  artillery  was  formed  ;  the  right 
resting  npon  the  Dug  Gap  road,  supported  by  skinnishers  in  a  wood  iipon  the 
other  side  of  the  road,  extending  one-fourth  of  a  mile  further,  as  far  as  Shaw's 
house  ;  our  main  line  carved  over  the  ridge  to  the  Chattanooga  road,  and  thence 
fell  back  to  the  left  and  rear,  being  for  the  greater  part  of  its  extent  in  the 
woods  ;  in  fi-ont  of  our  right  oor  line  of  skirmishers  occupied  some  woods  be- 
yond the  open  ground  about  800  yards  from  our  line  of  battle.  Just  as  we  ar- 
rived upon  the  ground  our  skirmishers  were  driven  back  some  200  yards  from 
the  woods  aad  took  shelter  behind  a  fence.  The  enemy  then  had  the  advan- 
tage, and  hia  fire  was  quite  aharp,  hnt  indicated  nothing  aerious.  Attracted  by 
the  appearance  of  mounted  officers  in  the  line,  many  shots  were  directed  towards 
them  with  mucli  accuracy,  notwithstanding  the  distance,  and  one  passing  quite 
near,  inflicted  a  aerioua  if  not  fatal  wound  upon  my  orderly,  just  in  rear.  We 
then  returned  to  General  Negley's  headquarters,  and  1  to  get  my  men  under 
arms  and  to  remove  my  wagons,  which  I  found  to  be  too  much  exposed,  to  a 
more  secure  locality.  I  waa  about  the  same  time  told  by  General  Negley  that 
a  large  force  waa  coming  towarda  us  from  Blue  Bird  Gap,  and  his  informant  said 
within  tilree-quartera  of  a  mile ;  also  that  tiie  enemy  was  working  around  our 
left,  and  that  he  must  make  liis  new  dispositions  at  once.  I  threw,  as  speedily 
as  possible,  my  seven  regiments  on  the  line  extending  from  the  Dug  Gap  road 
to  the  Chattanooga  road,  relieving  those  of  General  Negley.  The  line  was  so 
extended  that  it  left  me  nothing  with  which  to  guard  or  support  my  right  flank 
had  it  been  heavily  attacked.  This  waa  the  portion  of  our  line  then  immedi- 
ately under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  the  replacement  of  General 
Negley's  men  by  my  own,  and  throwing  out  a  new  line  of  akirmishers,  was  an 
operation  of  some  delicacy;  but,  thanks  to  the  skill  of  my  commanders,  and  the 
good  instructions  of  the  men,  was  performed  without  a  mishap.  Hardly  had 
I  got  my  men  in  position,  when  General  Negley  informed  me  that  if  hia  inform- 
ation became  more  threatening  he  ahonld  fall  back  and  take  np  a  new  position 
on  the  Miaeionaiy  ridge.  He  asked  what  1  thought  of  it,  and  I  replied  that  I 
concurred  with  him,  and  mentioned  my  suggeatioa  of  the  night  before,  that  he 
should  fall  back  to  me  at  Stevens's  Gap.  The  plan  he  adopted  was  to  form  a 
second  line  with  a  portion  of  his  troops,  on  the  first  rise  west  of  the  creek,  and 
to  pass  his  trains  to  the  rear  to  be  followed  by  mine.  Then  I  was  to  withdraw 
and  form  again  a  third  line  upon  Missionary  ridge.  It  was  immediately  put  in 
operation  and  rapidly  executed.  The  enemy  saw,  without  doubt,  the  movement 
of  our  trains  to  the  rear,  and  hastened  the  collection  of  troops  in  the  woods  to 
assail  both  of  my  flanks.  The  sequel  showed  that  it  waa  their  intention  to 
throw  a  strong  force  upon  widi)w  Davia'a  honse,  where  it  would  have  been 
one-half  mile  in  rear  of  my  right  flank.  I  waa  not  aware  of  this  at  the  time, 
but  had  made  preparations  to  draw  troops  from  the  other  flank  to  me  in  such 
a  contingency.  The  trains  having  all  passed,  I  prepared  to  bring  back  my 
troops,  the  line  first,  and  then  the  skirmishers,  each  600  yards  at  a  time,  pivoting 
on  my  left,  already  on  the  Chattanooga  road,  and  swinging  around  to  reform 
our  line  at  the  cross-roads.  To  do  this  successfully  required  a  complete  under- 
standing between  the  commanders,  and  as  my  regiments  were  all  in  a  dense 


0.  Google 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS.  57 

wood  wLeve  one  conld  not  see  the  length  of  a  regiment,  it  required  a  little  time 
to  put  it  in  operation.  I  had  barely  commenced,  when  General  Negley  sent 
word  that  1  could  not  get  my  men  over  the  creek  too  soon,  and  I  hastened  ac- 
cordingly. Our  line  waa  formed  with  regularity,  by  columns  of  battalions,  and 
I  then  sent  all  my  artillery  to  the  rear,  afterward  the  remaining  troops  of  Gen- 
eral Negley,  and  then  directed  Colonel  Scribner  to  retire  by  regiments  from  his 
left.  They  then  passed  through  a  wood  by  which  the  movement  was  concealed. 
This  completed.  General  Starkweather  was  left  at  the  cross-roads  with  three 
regiments,  and  at  the  same  lime  the  plans  of  the  enemy  developed  themselves, 
but  a  little  too  late  to  do  us  much  damage.  A  battery,  planted  on  our  left, 
out  of  sight  on  the  prolongation  of  the  Chattanooga  road,  attempted  to  shell 
these  regiments,  but  not  seeing  them  the  shells  passed  over.  Simultaneously  a 
heavy  line  of  skirmishers  pushed  out  into  the  field  on  right  of  Dug  Gap  road, 
and  beyond  Bird  Gap  road,  under  cover  of  which  a  double  line  of  battle  was 
formed  and  advanced.  Our  men  fell  back,  covered  by  the  skirmishers,  to  the 
creek,  and  there  a  brief  but  sharp  contest  took  place.  The  enemy  pressed  on 
vigorously,  hut  being  repulsed  by  the  fire  of  onr  men,  many  of  whom  had 
taken  position  behind  a  stone  fence,  we  had  time  to  retire  behind  the  second  line. 
In  passing  Colonel  Scribner,  I  had  been  ordered  by  General  Negley  to  move  on 
with  train  to  Bailey's  cross  roads,  and  there  take  position,  while  General  StJirk- 
weatber  was  to  be  posted  in  line  of  the  road,  upon  Missionary  ridge.  A  brig- 
ade of  General  Negley's  men  was  upon  the  north,  thns  forming  the  third  and 
Sast  line  we  established.  The  only  portion  of  my  command  in  the  second  line 
was  the  fourth  Indiana  battery,  which,  was  supported  by  regiments  frem  Gen- 
eral Negley's  division,  and  eonti'ibuted  in  no  small  degree  to  the  repulse  of  the 
enemy,  who,  supported  by  a  heavy  fire  from  his  batteries,  charged  boldly  upon 
the  second  line.  The  third  line  having  been  established,  the  second  retired  he- 
hind  it,  and  was  no  longer  molested.  The  third  fell  back  gradually,  and  night 
coming  on  I  drew  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Mihalotz  {S4th  Illinois)  into  the 
road  and  remained  with  it  in  rear  until  we  reached  this  place.  General  Negley, 
in  advance,  had  selected  a  position  for  the  troops,  anticipating  a  renewal  of  the 
attack  in  the  morning,  and  thns  closed  the  events  of  the  day.  These  opera- 
tions, while  of  too  unimportant  a  character  to  be  dignified  by  ibe  name  of  a  bat- 
tle, and  really  not  sufficient  to  test  the  mettle  of  my  troops,  who  would  have 
been  glad  to  have  pushed  further  still,  presented  occasions  of  a  severe  trial  to 
the  parties  involved,  as  a  general  engagement.  I  claim  for  my  command  the 
credit  of  having  handsomely  perfoi-med  the  difficult  military  operation  of  retir- 
ing, step  by  step,  in  good  order,  while  constantly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  It 
is  an  evidence  of  what  may  be  expected  from  these  men  in  the  future. 
They  have  my  highest  commendation,  and  I  trust  their  conduct  will  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  major  general  commanding.  It  would  be  wrong 
tor  me  to  name  those  whose  good  condnct  attracted  my  attention,  lest  I 
might  do  injustice  to  others  whom  I  did  not  see.  I  leave  this  1t>  eth  brigade 
commanders,  more  constantly  upon  the  spot,  and  their  reports  I  enclose  nere- 
witli.  Not  an  instance  of  bad  conduct  has  been  brbught  to  my  notice.  The 
brigade  commanders  themselves.  Brigadier  General  Starkweather  and  Colonel 
Scribner,  I  d^ire  to  name  to  the  general  for  their  coolness  and  bravery,  as  well 
as  the  skill  and  good  judgment  with  which  they  managed  their  commands.  The 
officers  of  my  staff  I  must  likewise  mention  for  their  aeal,  energy,  and  efficiency 
with  which  they  discharged  their  di\ty.  It  is  the  best  method  I  have  of  thank- 
ing these  officers. 

My  losses,  considering  the  amount  of  powder  expended  by  the  enemy  and  the 
circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed,  are  remarkably  small.  .  We  fired  but 
little,  yet  1  am  satisfied  inflicted  far  greater  loss  upon  bun. 
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My  list  of  casualties  is  as  follows : 

Private  Benjamin  W,  Singer,  company  E  second  Kentucky  cavalry,  orderly 
at  these  lieadijuarters,  severely  wounded. 

FIRST  BRIGADE. 

Killed. — Corporal  Daniel  Pope,  company  B,  thirty- eighth  Indiana,  voluuteers. 

Wounded. — Private  F.  M,  Kelley,  company  B,  thirty-eighth  Indiana  volun- 
teers; Private  W.  Nofrey,  company  0,  thirty-eighth  Indiana  volunteers. 

Prisoners. — Sergeant  W.  H.  Heutsler,  company  B,  thirty -eighth  Indiana  vol- 
unteers; Private  Isaiah  Carter,  company  B,  thii-ty-eighth  lodiana  volunteers. 

SECOND  BBIUADB. 

Killed. — Krst  Lieutenant  Robert  I.  Nickels,  first  Wisconsin  volunteers,  aide- 
de-camp  ;  Private  F.  I.  Stearns,  fourth  Indiana  hattery. 

Wounded. — Sergeant  H.  A.  Young,  fourth  Indiana  battery. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Killed,  3;  wounded,  4;  prisoners,  2;  total,  9, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIRD, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Geo.  E.  Flynt, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Report  of  l?te  operations  nf  the  first  division,  \itli  army  corps,  in  tJie  batlle  of 
Chickamauga  creek,  Septemher  19,  20,  and  21,  1863. 

Being  encamped  upon  Ohickamauga  Creek  between  Bird's  mill  and  Owen's 
ford,  with  the  division  of  General  Brannaa  on  my  right  aud  General  Negley  on 
my  left,  I  received  orders  on  the  18th  instant  from  the  major  genei-al  command- 
ing to  move  immediately  to  the  left,  lower  down  the  creek,  for  the  support  of 
General  Crittenden's  corps,  as  the  enemy  appeared  to  he  gathering  in  that  direction. 

The  road  being  encumbered  by  troops  in  advance,  I  did  not  reach  Crawfish 
springs,  the  headc[uarters  of  the  army,  until  near  midnight,  where  we  halted  a 
short  time  until  the  way  was  clear,  and  then  I  received  my  final  orders  from  the 
general  commanding.  Under  the  direction  of  a  guide  I  was  to  take  a  road  which, 
leaving  the  Chattanooga  road  near  the  widow  Glen's,  came  into  the  State  road 
from  Obattanooga  to  Lafayette  at  Kclley's,  about  thi'ee  miles  north  of  Lee's 
mills.  I  could  thus  pass  arouad  the  i-ear  of  General  Crittenden's  corps,  located 
about  that  mill,  and  come  into  position  on  his  left.  I  was  to  post  one  brigade 
on  the  west  of  the  State  road  facing  towards  the  south,  and  my  other  two  brigades 
on  the  east  of  it.  Genera!  Brannan  following  me,  was  to  post  his  division  on  the 
prolongation  of  my  left.  I  reached  the  point  indicated  a;hout  daybreak,  and 
posted  General  Starkweather  on  my  right,  Colonel  Scribner's  in  the  centre,  the 
right  of  bis  brigade  upon  the  road,  and  the  regular  brigades.  General  King,  npon 
the  left.  General  Thomas  arrived  npon  the  ground  almost  immediately  atier 
these  dispositions  were  made,  and  General  Brannan  soon  followed.  While  the 
latter  was  getting  into  position  Colonel  McCook,  who  commanded  a  brigade  of 
the  reserve  corps,  came  in  and  reported  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  not  far  distant 
upon  our  left,  which  he  had  been  skirmishing ;  he  was  then  formed  facing  to  the 
eastward,  and  1  was  directed  to  change  my  front  to  the  left,  conforming  my  line 
to  his,  and  at  the  same  time  to  watch  well  upon  my  right  flank  gainst  an  ap- 
proach from  that  .direction.  We  were  then  in  a  thick  woods  interspersed  with 
thickets  and  openings,  which  extended,  I  believe,  as  far  aa  the  Ohickamauga  in 

front.     I  formed  General  King's  brigade  upon  the  with  orders  to  dress 

and  dose  up  on  General  Brannan'a,  and  a  portion  of  Colonel  Scribner's  force  upon 
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tte  same  line,  to  be  guarded  hy  King's  right,  and  the  rest  of  his  force  I  had  sent 
to  the  rear,  so  as  to  march  hy  flank  in  rear  of  his  right  aod  he  ready  to  front  in 
that  direction  or  towards  the  south  should  it  te  required.  To  General  Stark- 
weather I  gave  orders  to  move  in  column  in  rear,  holding  his  brigade  aa  a  reserve; 
I  had  particularly  in  view  the  support  of  our  right  flank.  The  artillery  could 
not  advance  in  line  with  the  infantry,  nor,  indeed,  could  it  have  been  used  except 
at  rare  intervals.  It  could  not  at  the  same  time  ba  left  behind,  for  want  of  pro- 
tp.ction.anditwas  directed  to  follow  closely  the  brigade,  making  its  way  through 
tlie  ti-eea.  I  had  scarcely  got  my  line  formed  when  General  Braunan's  men,  a 
littlein  advance,  begun  to  skirmish  hotly;  my  men  were  soon  after  engaged. 
We  drove  the  enemy  before  ns,  and  covered  the  ground  quite  thickly  with  hia 
dead  and  wounded,  besides  sending  two  hundred  prisoners  to  the  rear,  some  just 
from  the  army  of  Virginia.  During  this  movement  forwai-d,  I  received  orders 
from  the  general  commanding  to  push  rapidly  towards  the  left  to  sapport 
Colonel  Croxtoii's  brigade,  of  Brannan's  division,  then  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy 
and  almost  out  of  ammunition.  About  the  eame  time  General  Starkweather 
as  will  be  seen  by  his  report,  i-eceived  an  order  to  a  similar  effect,  and  at  once 
acted  upon  it.  I  was  not  until  subsequently  aware  of  this,  and  thus  lost  my 
knowledge  of  his  position.  Before  I  had  closed  up  with  General  Brannan's  left, 
word  was  brought  me  that  General  Palmer  had  aiTived  upon  my  right,  and  that 
his  skirmishers  were  then  passing  across  my  front.  I  sent  a  caution  in  conse- 
quence to  my  m^tt  not  to  fire  into  them.  The  evidence  seems  clear  that  men  of 
our  forces  were  ia  position  indicated,  but  to  whom  they  could  have  belonged, 
or  how  they  came  there,  I  cannot  now  conjecture,  I  amved  close  up  to  Gene- 
ral Brannan,  and  the  enemy  having  disappeared  from  our  front,  I  halted  to 
readjust  my  line.  Wo  had  now  advanced  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from 
where  we  first  became  engaged,  and  the  troops  had  behaved  admirably.  While 
arranging  my  line  I  learned  from  prisoners  that  there  had  been  but  one  divi- 
sion in  our  front,  while  the  main  body  of  the  rebel  force,  which  they  exag- 
garated  at  90,000,  had  crossed  the  river  at  Alexander's  bridge  above  us,  and 
was  then  upon  one  right  flank.  I  immediately  ordered  General  King  to 
change  his  front,  so  as  to  face  the  south,  his  left  being  supported  by  General 
Brannan's  troops,  in  order  to  face  the  new  danger.  I  also  despatched  staff 
officers  to  General  Starkweather  to  bring  htm  to  the  same  point,  but  having 
moved  towards  the  left,  as  before  stated,  they  failed  for  some  time  to  find  him. 
I  went  myself  towards  Colonel  Scribner's  to  see  his  command  properly  posted, 
but  before  I  could  reach  him  the  attack  had  been  made  in  such  force  that  he 
was  unable  to'  withstand  it,  and  I  met  his  meu  coming  back  ia  disorder,  driven 
by  the  enemy  across  the  rear  of  what  had  been  oar  previous  position.  For  the 
particulars  of  this  attack,  and  the  manner  ia  which  it  was  met,  I  refer  to  the 
lucid  report  of  Colonel  Scribner.  Our  troops  behaved  with  gallantry  and 
yielded  only  to  overwhelming  force.  Assisted  by  my  staff  ofScers,  Major  Fitch, 
Captain  Gary,  and  Captain  Williams,  I  strove  to  restoj-e  confidence  to  these 
men  and  induce  them  to  make  another  stand,  but  it  was  only  after  they  had 
passed  fer  in  the  rear  that  I  could  do  so.  Complete  destruction  seemed  inevitable. 
Four  pieces  of  Colonel  Scribner's  battery  were  captured  after  firing  64  rounds, 
and  the  enemy,  sweeping  like  a  Wrreat,  fell  upon  the  regular  brigade  before  it 
had  got  into  position,  took  its  battery,  and  after  a  struggle  in  which  whole 
battalions  were  wiped  out  of  existence,  drove  it  back  upon  the  line  of  General 
Brannan's  division.  We  are  indebted  to  the  9th  Ohio  regiment,  of  General 
Brannan's  division,  for  recapturing  this  battery.  In  this  onslaught  of  the 
enemy  General  Starkweather  was  brought  into  line  a  little  after  Scribner,  and 
moved  to  his  rear  and  right.  His  brigade  suffered  severely,  and  his  battery 
was  almost  entirely  disabled  by  the  loss  of  horses  and  men;  the  guns,  however, 
were  saved.  The  appearance  of  other  forces  upon  the  left  of  the  enemy  caused 
further  pressure  upon  us  to  cease,  and  probably  saved  as  from  destruction. 
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Saving  collected  my  forces,  they  were  united  to  tliose  of  Gfeneral  Brannan  in 
a  strong  position  on  the  road  leading  fi-om  McDaniel'a  house  to  Reed's  bridge, 
and  this  post  we  were  ordered  by  General  Thomas  to  hold  to  the  last  extremity. 
A  period  of  quiet  to  ua  then  enaned,  during  which  a  fierce  confiict  was  going  on 
upon  the  groond  we  had  fought  over  in  the  morning,  aiirl,  as  we  learned  later, 
with  the  division  of  General  Johnson.  I  would  here  testify  to  the  high  quali- 
ties for  a  commander  exliibited  by  General  Brannan,  for  the  moment,  a  trying 
one,  the  commander  of  our  united  divisions.  Towards  evening  I  received 
orders  to  support  General  Johaeon  while  General  Brannan  was  withdrawn  for 
the  assistance  of  Greneral  EeynoJds  to  the  right  of  the  cross-road  neai-  Kelley's, 
leaving  the  small  brigade  of  King  to  hold  the  road  where  we  were.  I  moved 
with  fliose  of  General  StarkweatKer  and  Colonel  Scribner  to  the  right,  and  - 
caused  them  to  be  posted  under  the  direction  of  a  staff  officer  of  General  John- 
son's, nearly  in  prolongation  of  his  left.  We  were  then  upon  the  veiy  ground 
from  which  we  Had  driven  the  enemy  in  the  mornicg,  and  from  which  we  had 
subsequently  to  fall  hack.  We  found  a  number  of  onr  dead  there  stretched 
upon  the  ground.  With  the  exception  of  an  occasional  shot  from  rebel  sharp- 
shooters, entire  quiet  prevaOed  along  the  Kne,  and  I  remained  with  General  John- 
son until  towards  dark,  when  tlie  major  general  commanding  arrived  and  directed 
us  to  retire  some  half-mile  to  a  better  position  for  the  night.  Orders  were  given 
accordingly  to  have  the  troops  withdrawn  aiter  nightfall,  and  General  Johnson 
and  myself  rode  back  with  the  general  to  ascertain  the  position  we  would 
occupy.  I  was  returning  when,  just  as  the  light  of  day  begun  to  disappear,  I 
heard  sounds  of  fierce  battle  in  front;  the  enemy  attacked  with  both  artillery 
and  infantry  in  apparently  large  force,  and  with  greater  determination  than 
previously,  sbclling  at  the  same  time  the  entire  woods  which  we  occupied,  as 
far  back  even  as  the  road,  where  my  ammunition  was  parked.  This  attack 
came  first  on  General  Johnson's  division,  and  then  extended  on  to  the  left  on 
to  mine.  It  was  quite  dark  before  it  was  repulsed,  when  we  remained  in  pos- 
session of  the  ground.  Quiet  being  again  restored,  we  fell  back  as  had  been 
designed.     Thus  ended  the  first  day. 

At  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  I  pnt  my  men  in  position  to  meet 
the  enemy.  We  were  posted  upon  a  wooded  ridge,  running  parallel  to  the 
State  road  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  east  of  it.  An  open  field  ex- 
tended along  the  east  side  of  the  road  from  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  of 
McDaniel's  to  a  point  beyond  Kelley's  line,  a  short  distance  in  our  rear.  The 
rest  of  the  country,  as  far  hack  as  the  Chickamauga,  in  all  directions  was 
thickly  wooded.  My  division  was  posted  around  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
field,  but  about  150  yards  in  advance  of  it  in  the  wood.  General  Johnson's 
division  was  on  my  right,  and  beyond  him,  I  think,  General  Palmer's.  My 
second  brigade.  Brigadier  General  Starkweather,  was  placed  next  to  Johnson's, 
facing  to  the  ea:8t,  with  four  guns  in  position  so  as  to  enfilade  our  front,  beside 
having  a  direct  fire;  the  first  brigade.  Colonel  Scribner,  was  upon  the  tni'u,  a 
portion  of  his  foi'ce  facing  in  the  same  direction  as  Starkweather's,  and  the  rest 
sloping  to  the  rear  so  as  to  face  partially  to  the  north.  The  third  brigade. 
Brigadier  General  ICing,  was  upon  the  left  of  Scribner  when  the  line  was  estab- 
lished; there  was  no  force  whatever  upon  King's  left  and  no  natural  obstruc- 
tions, and  I  then  was  compelled  to  refuse  or  to  echelon  that  flank  in  order  to 
cover  it.  I  foimed  ray  men  generally  in  two  lines.  King's  brigade  was  even 
more  concentrated,  and  I  used  only  the  four  (4)  pieces  of  artillery  of  General 
Starkweather;  the  rest, much  disabled,  indeed,  was  held  in  reserve  in  the  rear. 
About  7  o'clock  General  Beatty's  brigade,  four  regiments  of  Negley's  division, 
came  up  and  formed  line  on  the  north  side  of  the  field,  and  then  passed  into 
the  woods,  when  I  had  his  right  joined  on  to  King's  left,  and  subsequent  orders 
caused  him  to  move  farther  to  the  left,  and,  as  he  informs  me,  he  posted  one  of 
his  regiments  on  the  west  of  the  State  road,  looking  towards  McDaniel's,  and 
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the  other  three  on  the  east  in  line  with  it,  and  all  looking  towards  tho  north- 
Thia  arrangement  gave  G-enei-al  Beatty  a  long  thin  line,  easily  brushed  away, 
and  at  the  same  time  left  an  important  gap  between  mine  and  King's,  To  fill 
this  gap  I  had  no  troops,  but  finally  I  induced  a  regiment,  perhaps  the  seventy- 
ninth  Indiana,  coming  to  this  quarter  with  only  general  instrnctions,  to  move 
into  it,     I  am  sorry  to  have  lost  the  name  of  the  colonel  of  this  regiment. 

Daring  the  intei-val  between  daylight  and  the  first  attack  onr  men  worked 
vigoronsly,  and  covered  themselves  with  a  hastUy  constructed  breastwork  of 
logs  and  rails,  which  proved  of  vast  service  to  tbem  during  the  day.  I  believe 
that  the  battle  began  upon  my  front  at  about  half  past  8  o'clock  a.  m. ;  previous 
to  thia  there  had  been  some  sharp  skirmishing  along  the  front,  and  our  skir- 
mishera  were,  at  times,  compelled  to  fall  back,  but  aa  often  returned  to  their 
original  position,  and  continued  throaghowt  the  day  to  re-form  the  first  line 
whenever  the  assaults  of  the  enemy  were  repulaed.  It  w^  also  reported  to  me 
that  distinct  words  of  command  were  heard  by  our  advanced  pickets  aa  in  the 
formation  of  bodies  of  rebel  troops,  both  upon  our  front  and  flank,  and  we 
awaited  thia  attack,  quietly  working  npon  our  defences.  At  about  9  o'clock 
the  enemy,  in  force,  advanced  upon  us  through  the  wooda  and  attempted,  by 
throwing  strong  bodies  of  troopa  npon  King  and  Scribner,  on  the  left,  while 
they  likewiae  aasailed  Starkweather  fiirioualy  in  front,  to  cruah  that  portion  of 
our  line.  I  judge  the  general  direction  of  all  the  attacka  made  upon  ua  to  have 
been  from  the  northeast.  Thia  attack  continued  about  one  hour,  during  which 
repeated  efibrts  were  made  to  dislodge  us  from  our  position,  but  in  vain.  The 
battle  flags  of  the  rebel  general  borne  with  the  line  of  troops  approached  quite 
close  to  our  position,  hilt  each  time  these-  lines  exposed  themselvee  they  were 
broken  and  driven  back;  when  they  withdrew,  our  skirmishers  were  thrown  to 
the  front  and  took  many  prisoners,  by  whom  we  were  informed  that  it  was  the 
division  of  Breckinridge  which  we  had  been  fighting,  together  with  troops  from 
Virginia. 

An  interval  of  abont  one  hour  now  elapsed,  during  which  there  was  but  little 
fighting  upon  our  position  of  the  line.  Warned,  however,  by  the  previous 
attack  of  the  vulnerability  of  my  left,  I  strove  to  obtain  forces  to  secure  it. 
There  were  regiments  lying  in  reserve  ia  rear  of  Johnson's  division,  I  know 
not  what,  which  I  thought  might  he  of  more  service  on  the  left.  I  went  to 
their  commander  and  explaining  to  them  the  danger  from  that  quarter,  and  that 
it  might  certainly  he  looked  for,  I  asked  them  to  keep  a  lookout  in  that  direction, 
and  should  the  regiments  on  the  left  seem  to  waver  to  rush  to  their  assistance. 
As  aU  had  difierent  orders  I  received  no  satisfactory  reply.  I  then  went  to 
General  Johnson  and  got  him  to  visit  the  left,  with  me,  of  his  own  line,  where 
I  pointed  out  the  condition  of  things  and  aaked  him  to  take  his  left  regiment 
of  the  second  line  and  place  it  in  column  ia  rear  so  aa  to  be  ready  to  move  to 
whatever  point  should  require  it  the  most.  While  speaking  of  tbis  matter  the 
attack  came  as  I  anticipated,  and  was  made  with  large  force  and  great  impetn- 
osity.  Genera]  Beatty's  line  was  cut  in  two  in  the  middle,  two  regiments  Being 
driven  beyond  the  road  to  the  west,  the  other  two  were  driven  back  into  the 
open  field  towards  my  rear.  My  own  left  was  forced  back  and  our  line  seemed 
ready  to  crumble  away  on  this  flank.  The  rebels  were  already  in  the  fields 
behind  us,  and  the  coloma  which  had  forced  Beatty's  centre  was  pushing  down 
the  road  towards  Kelley's  house.  I  immediately  caused  the  second  line  to  rise 
and  face  about,  and  then  to  wheel  forward  towards  the  right  so  as  to  support 
our  men  and  meet  the  advancing  enemy.  This  line  was  composed  of  regiments 
from  various  brigades,  a  part  only  of  my  own.  The  unexpected  direction  of  the 
attack,  the  facing  to  the  rear,  and  the  crowd  of  onr  retiring  troopa  caused  some 
disorder,  but  riding  to  the  front  with  a  cheer  two  regiments  took  it  up,  formed  a 
good  line  and  advanced  gallantly ;  the  rest  followed  and  the  rebels  were  driven 
back  into  the  woods.     The  column  upon  the  road  was  at  the  Bfime  time  driven 
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back  by  troops,  I  believe,  of  General  Bvannau'sdivision,  and  at  this  juncture  Colonel 
Earne'e,  cominandiiig  a  brigade  of  General  Wood's  division  came  up,  and  pushed 
bis  brigade  in  line  into  the  woods  on  the  north  side  of  the  field.  I  saw  at  once 
that  this  attack  was  at  an  end,  and  requested  Colonel  Barne's  to  withdraw  two  of 
his  regiments,  to  be  held  in  reserve  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  field  near  my 
own  position,  to  be  used  upon  the  next  point  assailed.  He  complied,  and  brought 
the  two  regiments  commanded  by  Colonel  Swain,  which  remained  near  me 
until  the  close  of  the  iight.  My  line  was  re-established  as  it  had  been  in  the 
morning,  and  was  not  for  some  four  hours  attacked  in  force.  Immediately  after 
this  assault  upon  my  left  ceased,  the  sound  of  a  tremendous  conflict  reached  us 
from  the  Bouthweat  beyond  Kelley's  hoiise.  I  could  not  teJl  how  it  was  pro- 
gressing, bat  knowing  it  must  be  a  desperate  struggle,  I  sent  word  to  General 
Thomas  that  I  held  the  two  regiments  under  Colonel  Swaiiie  in  reserve, 
and  that  if  he  required  them  more  than  we  did  they  were  diepopahle.  The 
fighting  in  the  direction  I  have  named  was  continued  tbroaghont  the  afternoon 
with  only  intervals  when  it  was  partially  suspended.  During  this  period 
re -enforcements  seemed  to  anive  from  the  direction  of  Chattanooga,  and  about 
4  o'clock  the  firing  seemed  more  vigorous  than  before;  at  five  o'clock  it  had 
almost  ceased,  but  I  was  still  ignorant  of  the  course  of  events  upon  the  right 
and  had  no  idea  that  any  portion  of  the  ti-oops  had  given  way.  An  ofiicer 
then  attived  with  orders  for  myself  and  General  Johnson  to  withdraw  our 
troops  and  fall  back  in  the'direction  of  the  hills  and  of  Rossville.  Just  as  this 
order  reached  me  the  heavy  firing  on  tlie  right  ceased,  and  it  seemed  to  be  the 
signal  for  another  attack,  the  most  violent  of  all,  upon  my  portion  of  the  line. 
This  time  the  enemy  used  artOlery,  and  concentrated  the  fire  of  three  batteries 
upon  us,  while  his  infantry  pressed  on  with  the  utmost  vigor.  Still  we  held 
our  position,  yielding  not  an  inch,  and  I  am  confident  could  have  continued  to 
do  BO.  To  fall  back  was  more  difficult  than  to  remain,  and  I  should  have  taken 
the  responsibility  of  holding  on  for  a  short  time  had  I  not  seen  the  troops  on 
raj  right,  first  those  of  General  Palmer,  then  those  of  General  Johnson, 
passing  off  to  the  rear.  I  saw  then  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  and  transmitted 
the  order  to  my  brigade  commanders.  I  am  indebted  to  Captain  Forsythe,  of 
General  King's  stafii  for  assisting  Captain  Cary,  of  my  own  stafF,  in  bearing 
this  order.  The  remainder  of  my  staff  officei's  Ihad  sent  away  on  other  mis- 
eions.  As  my  men  fell  back  the  enemy  pressed  after  them,  and  in  crossing  the 
open  field  very  many  were  struck  down.  They  reached  the  woods  west  of  the 
road  in  as  good  order  as' could  be  expected,  but  then,  uncertain  which  direction 
to  take,  and  having  no  landmark  to  guide  them,  many  became  separated  from 
their  regiments,  and  in  groups  joined  other  commands,  with  which  they  fell 
back  to  fiossville,  where  all  were  united  during  the  night.  A  number,  doubtless, 
became  confused  at  this  time  and  marched  into  the  lines  of  the  rebels.  We 
had  during  the  day  been  fired  into  from  every  point  of  the  compass,  and  when 
we  fell  back,  no  other  portions  of  our  troops  being  in  sight,  it  was  impossible 
to  tell  where  they  could  be  found  or  where  we  would  encounter  the  enemy. 
My  loss,  up  to  the  time  of  falling  back,  was  small  compared  with  the  pun- 
ishment inflicted  on  the  rebels.  In  retiring  it  was  great;  a  list  of  those  lost 
is  appended.  Brave  men,  their  names  will  live  the  pride  of  their  children  and 
a  monument  of  glory  for  their  country.  On  the  21st,  at  Rossville,  my  division 
was  again  put  upon  duty  to  defend  one  of  the  main  approaches  to  that  posi- 
tion, and  I  believe  it  was  the  only  one  attacked.  The  gorge  which  we  occupied 
was  shelled  during  the  afternoon,  and  I  lost  five  men  in  killed  and  wounded 
from  the  brigade  of  regulars.  During  the  same  afternoon  Major  General 
Rosseau  arrived  and  resumed  command  of  this  his  old  division,  inspiring  it 
with  new  life  after  the  ai-duous  duties  it  had  performed ;  by  his  courtesy  I 
have  since  remained  with  it,  co-operating  with  him.  On  the  night  of  the  2 1st 
our  army  was  withdrawn  from  Rossville  to  this  place,  and  the  first  division  was 
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selected  to  bring  «p  tlie  rear.  Under  its  protection  tlie  pickets  of  all  commands 
■were  withdrawn  and  marched  here,  Colonel  Scribner's  brigade  the  last,  aiTiving 
about  auni-ise.  Tlie  campaign  thna  terminated,  although  brilliant,  has  beeo  one 
of  unusual  hardship  npon  the  Boldier.  The  labor  in  marching  and  transporting 
our  trains  over  tho  mountain  ridges  baa  been  enormous,  and  from  Saturday 
morning  untU  late  Sunday  night,  throaghout  two  d*ys  of  battle,  my  horses  and 
most  of  the  men  were  without  water.  The  first  division,  thus  sorely  tried,  baa 
not  murmured,  but  with  its  thinned  ranks  stand  proudly  ready  to  meet  any  foe. 
Its  record  ia  as  bright  as  any,  and  all  may  be  pi-oud  to  have  belonged  to  it.  Its 
losses  are  heavy,  but  they  occurred  in  gallaiit  resistance  to  overwhelming  forces. 
We  reported  1,034  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  1,319  missing;  many  of  the  latter 
we  know  were  left  dead  .and  wounded  upon  the  field,  and  in  exchange  for  our 
prisoners  lost  we  have  captured  and  brought  back  over  400  of  the  enemy.  Some 
of  our  artillery  was  lost,  but  it  has  all  been  recovered;  a  part,  it  ia  true,  tempo- 
rarily disabled.  In  the  battery  of  Starkweather's  brigade  one  limber  box  was 
blown  up  and  two  axles  broken  by  the  recoil  of  the  guns  during  the  fight  of 
Sunday.  And  I  must  here  thank  the  officers  in  command.  Lieutenant  "Willets, 
for  the  service  it  rendered.  To  my  brigade  commanders.  Brigadier  General 
John  H.  King,  Brigadier  General  Starkweather,  and  Colonel  Scribner,  the  coun- 
try owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  courage  with  which  they  maintained  the 
fight,  and  the  good  judgment  with  which  their  troops  were  handled.  The 
performance  of  General  King's  command  upon  Saturday  morning  was  particu- 
larly brilliant.  In  the  fight  on  Sunday,  General  Starkweather,  holding  the 
key-pointstooneof  our  positions,  rendered  distinguished  service  by  bis  own  cool- 
ness, inspiring  his  men  with  confidence.  He  received  a  slight  wound  in  the  leg, 
but  I  am  happy  to  say  not  such  as  to  make  him  qmt  the  field.  Colonel  Scribner, 
who  has  long  commanded  of  one  of  the  best  brigades  in  the  ai'my,  and  has  been 
recommended  for  promotion  after  previous  battles,  h^  again  distinguished  him- 
eelf.  Three  miaaiiea  from  the  enemy  passed  through  his  clothes,  one  inflicting 
a  slight  wound  in  the  face,  and  another  a  slight  bruise  of  the  shoulder.  I 
renew  the  recommendation  for  hia  promotion  as  a  reward  for  the  good  conduct  of 
his  brigade.  I  would  be  glad  to  name  to  the  general  commanding  the  ofiicers  in 
command  of  ti-oops  belonging  to  other  divisions  who  were  brought  into  action 
in  the  neighborhood  of  my  own,  but  I  do  not  know  them  all.  Colonel  Barnes, 
who  commands  a  brigade  of  General  Wood's  division,  and  Colonel  Swaine,  who 
reported  to  me  with  two  regiments  of  the  same  brigade,  were  among  the  num- 
ber. To  the  officers  of  my  etas'  I  tender  my  thanks  for  the  efficient  service 
they  rendered,  and.  commend  tliem  to  the  notice  of  the  general  commanding  for 
their  gallant  bearing  on  the  field.  A  tabular  statement  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  is  annexed,  aod  the  reports  of  the  brigade  commanders  are  likewise 
enclosed. 

Respectfully  submitted; 

A.  BAIBD, 
brigadier  General  Commanding. 
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Report  of  casualties  of  the  first  division  \itk  army  corps,  commanded  hy  Bi 
dicr  General  A.  Baird,  in  Uie  battle  of  Ckickamauga  Creek,  of  two  o 
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Headquarters  Second  Division  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Owen's  Ford,  Georgia,  September  17,  1865. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  commaad  since  leaving  Cave  springs,  near  Stevenson,  Alabama.     In  com- 
pliance with  verbal  inatrnctions  received  from  the  major  general  commanding 
the  department,  I  marched  my  command  on  the  1st  instant  across  the  Ten- 
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neaeee  river  at  Carpenter'a  feny,  starting  from  Cave  springs  at  6.30  p.  m.  After 
crossing  the  river  my  command  proceeded  np  the  east  bank  to  Norwood's,  where 
I  arrived  at  10  p.  m.  and  hivonacked  for  the  night. 

September  2 — 8  a.  m. — Marched  in  the  direction  of  Taylor's  store,  where  I 
wa3  ordered  to  halt  my  command  for  further  instructions.  Arriving  at  Moore's 
spring,  two  milea  south  of  Taylor's  store,  I  learned  that  there  was  an  insuffi- 
ciency of  water  at  that  poict  for  my  eommEind  I  therefore  halted  my  command 
and  bivouacked  in  the  vicinity  of  the  spring. 

Seplemher  3 — S  a,  m. — Marched  in  the  direction  of  Trenton;  fonnd  the  momi- 
tain  road  very  rough,  rocky,  and  steep.  I  at  once  discovered  tliat  it  would  he 
impossihle  to  cross  my  transportation  in  safety  until  the  roads  could  be  repaired. 

I  therefore  set  the  entire  division  at  work  repairing  the  road  and  assisting  the 
trains  over ;  at  dark  al!  my  regimental  trains,  together  with  ambulaiicea^nd 
ammnnition  trains,  had  reached  the  summit  without  the  loss  of  a  wheel.  Camped 
one  mile  from  Warren's  mills  (  sent  Lirwell's  brigade  forward  to  repair  cross- 
ing at  mill.  By  11.30  p.  m.  a  bridge  121  feet  long  and  SO  feet  high  had  been 
constructed. 

September  4 — 7.30  a.  m, — Marched  the  command  forward ;  three  brigades 
crossed  the  bridge  at  7  a.  m. ;  trains  commenced  crossing  at  8  o'clock.  Deeming 
the  bridge  unsafe  for  the  crossing  of  entire  train,  I  halted  it  and  commenced 
repairs,  which  delayed  us  until  IS  m.,  when  the  passage  of  transportation  was 
resumed,  3  p.  m.;  arrived  at  Brown's  spring,  foot  of  mountain;  found  a  small 
spring  at  this  point,  which,  after  being  excavated  and  dammed  up, afforded  sufB- 
cient  water  for  my  command.  By  8  p.  m,  my  entire  train  was  plaped  at  foot  of 
mountain  except  eight  wagons  of  supplies,  which  were  left  at  Moore's  spring. 

Sejttemher  5. — Sent  a  party  of  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  ono  section  of' 
artillery,  under  command  of  Colonel  Lirwell,  commanding  third  brigade,  to 
reconnoitre  towards  Johnson's  creek,  and  gain  an  acctu:ate  description  of  the 
road  and  countiy  in  that  direction.  Colonel  Lirwell  discovered  a  large  amount 
of  property  at  the  works  of  the  Empire  State  Iron  and  Coal  Mining  Company, 
consisting  of  machinery,  tools,  stationery,  &c.,  which  were  brought  into  camp 
ay  Captain  Wing,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  placed  to  proper  use.  At  Pain's, 
mills  a  quantity  of  wheat  (some  bushels)  was  found,  which  the  seventy-eighth 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Blakley,  was 
dii-ected  to  convert  into  flour  for  the  use  of  the  command. 

September  6 — 10  a.  m. — Marched  forward  on  right. hand,  and  leading  from. 
Bi'owii  spring  to  Johnson's  creek  and  Stevens's  Gap.  3^  p.  m.— Arrived  at 
Junction,  Hun-icane,  and  Lookout  creeks,  where  I  parked  my  trains  and  estab- 
lished headquartera  for  the  night.  General  Beatty  arrived  at  McKaig's  (foot 
of  mountain)  at  5  p.  m.,  and  sent  one  regiment  (forty-second  Indiana)  half-way 
up  the  mountain,  where  the  enemy's  pickets  were  met;  about  a  half-dozen  shots 
were  exchanged,  and  one  man  severely  wounded  in  the  leg.  The  object  of  the 
expedition  being  fully  accomphshed,  the  regiment  returned  at  dark  to  the  foot  of 
the  mouutaia. 

September  7 — 7  a.  m, — Leaving  all  trains  m  the  rear,  except  ambulances  and 
hospital  wagons,  with  one  regiment  as  guard,  moved  forward  with  Lirwell's  and 
Stanley's  brigades,  aiTiviiig  at  McKaig's,  foot  of  mount^n,  at  10  a.  in.  12  a. 
m. — An-ived  at  top  of  mountaiti,  which  had  been  gained  by  General  Beatty  at 

II  a.  m,  without  any  resistance  from  the  enemy,  4  p.  m. — First  and  second 
brigades  wore  on  top  of  mountain;  trains  ascending  slowly;  road  very  rough 
and  dangerous  to  ti-ansportation. 

September  8 — 4  a.  m, — Sent  General  Beatty  with  two  regiments  to  seize  and 
hold  Cooper's  Gap.  S  a.  m. — Sent  Colonel  Btooghton  with  the  eleventh  Michigaa 
infantry  to  take  possession  of  and  clear  Stevens's  Gap,  which  was  heavily  block- 
aded with  fallen  trees.  11.30  a.  m. — Arrived  at  junction  of  State  road  and 
Cooper's  Gap  road,  where  the  troops  were  ordered  to  bivonac  for  the  night. 
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September  9 — 8  a.  ra. — Marched  tlie  second  and  third  brigades  foiivard  via 
Stevens's  Gap ;  first  brigade  moving  through  Cooper's  Gap.  4  p.  m. — Arrived  at 
foot  of  the  mountain  (Stevens's)  5  p.  m. ;  moved  Stanley's  brigade  to  the  foot; 
on  a  reennnoissance  drove  the  rebel  cavalry  three  and  a  half  miles.  My  escort, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Cooke,  made  a  gallant  charge  upon  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  capturing  two. 

September  10 — 8  a.  m.— Pursuant  to  orders,  marched  my  command  from 
Stevens's  ia  the  direction  of  Lafayette.  After  passing  Bailey's  cross-roads  my 
akirmishera  were  more  or  less  engaged  wntil  we  arrived  at  the  gorge  leading  to 
Dug  Gap,  where  I  halted  the  command  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  posi- 
tion of  uie  enemy  in  the  gap.  1.30  p.  m. — I  learned  from  a  Union  citizen  that 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  (Buckner's  corps,)  with  cavalry  and  artillery,  (then 
only  three  miles  distant,)  was  approaching  towards  my  left  from  the  direction  of 
Oatlett's  Gap.  I  immediately  sent  one  regiment  in  the  direction  of  this  force  for 
the  douhlepsrpoaeof  a  reconnoissanee  and  to  compel  the  enemy  to  halt  under  the 
impression  that  I  would  attack  him.  At  sundown  I  made  a  strong  demonstra- 
tion in  the  dii-eetion  of  Dug  G«p,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  back  to  his 
main  force,  and  holding  the  position  until  I  could  establish  my  picket  lines 
Tinobserved  before  dark.  ITie  strongest  positions  of  defence  the  locality  afforded 
were  selected  with  the  intention  of  bivouacking  the  troops  for  the  night,  with  my 
trains  packed  close  to  my  rear.  From  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  from 
information  gained  from  scouts,  I  felt  confident  the  enemy  proposed  to  attack 
me  in  the  morning  with  a  superior  force.  I  also  learned  from  a  prisoner,  and 
from  Union  civilians,  that  I  was  confronted  by  Hill's  corps  of  three  divisions, 
(twelve  brigades ;)  that  Buckner's  corps  of  two  divisions,  (eight  brigades,)  also 
first  division  of  cavalry,  were  three  miles  to  my  left,  and  that  Polk's  and  Breck- 
inridge's commands  were  in  supporting  distance.  From  the  concurrence  of 
ts(stim(my  on  this  point  there  seemed  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  I  therefore  adopted 
immediate  measures  to  guard  against  surarise.  At  9  o'clock,  on  the  evening  of 
the  10th,  Colonels  Stanley  and  Lirwell  were  ordered  to  withdraw  quietly,  at 
3  the  next  morning,  their  entire  line  of  pickets  to  the  west  side  of  the  road  run- 
ning along  the  foot  of  the  ridge  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  to  remain  under 
arms  until  morning.  It  was  subsecLuently  learned  that  the  enemy  intended  to 
surprise  atj  picket  line  at  daylight  if  their  position  had  not  been  changed. 

September  11 — 8,30  a.  m. — Brigadier  General  Baird,  with  two  brigades  of  his 
division,  (Starkweather 'a  and  Seribner's,)  ai-rived,  and  General  Baird  courteonsly 
reported  to  me,  as  his  senior,  for  instructions.  His  troops  were  placed  in  position 
at  once  near  widow  Davis's  cross-roads  and  held  fei  reserve.  I  now  learned 
positively  that  the  enemy  had  removed  the  obstructions  from  Dug  and  Bluebird 
,  Gaps,  and  was  moving  a  heavy  force  through  each  of  them ;  also,  that  Buckner's 
corps  was  moving  forward  rapidly  on  the  Chattanooga  road,  and  that  his  advance 
■was  only  two  miles  distant.  A  careful  esalnination  of  the  ground  we  occupied, 
which  was  a  long,  low  ridge  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  young  timber, 
descending  abruptly  on  the  north  eud  to  the  Chickamauga,  while  the  east,  south, 
and  west  sides  were  skirted  by  cornfields  and  commanded  by  higher  ridges, 
demonstrated  the  fact  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  hold  this  or  any  other  posi- 
tion south  of  Bailey's  cross-roads  and  fight  a  battle  withoat  involving  the  certain 
destruction  of  the  trains,  which,  from  the  contour  of  these  ridges  and  uneven 
nature  of  the  ground,  we  would  be  obliged  to  park  in  close  proximity  to  our 
position ;  the  preservation  of  the  trains,  perhaps  the  safety  of  the  entire  command, 
demanded  that  I  should  retire  to  Bailey's  cross-roads,  two  miles  northwest  of 
our  position,  where  we  could  get  the  trains  under  cover  and  fight  the  enemy  to 
a  better  advantage.  I  tiierefore  directed  that  the  trains  should  commence  moving 
back  slowly  and  in  good  order,  and  that  General  Baird  should  hold  widow 
Davis'a  crosa-roads  until  I  could  withdraw  a  portion  of  the  second  division  and 
take  position  on  the  north  side  of  Chickamauga  creek,  to  cover  the  withdrawal 
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of  his  brigades  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  flanking  xis  on  the  left.  1  p.  m. — A 
heavy  column  of  cavaii'y  was  seen  moving  steadily  on  our  left  with  the  evident 
iiitentioii  of  gaining  my  rear.  I  immediately  had  fouv  pieces  of  artillery  placed 
in  position  on  the  ridge  at  John  Davis's  house,  which  commanded  the  valley  on 
my  left;  also  sent  General  Beatty  with  one  regiment  and  a  section  of  artiUeiy 
to  seize  and  guai-d  Bailey's  cross-roads,  which  was  reported  to  be  ia  possessiou 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  At  2  p,  m.  the  trains  were  alt  in  motion,  fiilling  back 
to  Bailey's  cross-roads.  General  Beatty  and  Colonel  Scribner,  of  General  Baird's 
division,  were  directed  to  proceed  to  that  point  without  delay  and  protect  the 
trains  from  attack  of  a  large  force  of  cavalry  approaching  with  that  view.  3  p. 
ni. — The  Bkirmishera  of  Gfeneral  Baird'a  division  were  directed  to  fall  back  acroBS 
the  creek,  where  they  were  placed  in  position  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  lintil 
I  could  get  my  artillery  in  position  on  the  ridge  this  side.  Two  companies  of 
the  nineteenth  Illinois  infantry,  concealed  behind  a  stone  fence,  poured  into  the 
enemy's  ranks  a  destructive  volley,  killing,  as  I  have  since  learned,  thirty  on 
the  spot.  This  partially  checked  the  enemy,  who  was  advancing  in  three  heavy 
lines.  Meantime  I  had  ten  pieces  of  artillery  planted  on  the  ridge  to  the  rear 
of  John  Davis's  house,  which  commanded  that  position,  until  another  new  line 
could  be  formed  on  the  ridge  to  the  rear.  The  enemy  now  occupied  the  south 
aide  of  the  creek  with  a  heavy  foice  He  opened  two  batteries  of  artillery  upon 
U3  at  a  distance  of  four  hundred  yaids ;  two  of  his  brigades  were  parallel  to 
our  position  on  the  right  Buoknei'?  corps  was  deployed,  and  moving  np  steadily 
oil  our  left  within  short  range  Colonel  Stanley's  and  a  portion  of  General 
Starkweather's  brigades  anstainpd  here  a  well-directed  and  terrific  fire,  which 
our  troops  returned  with  spiiit  and  marked  effect.  The  firing  increased  and 
indicated  an  immediatp  gencial  engagement  along  our  entire  front,  aud  would 
have  teiminat^d  in  an  assault  from  the  enemy  in  a  few  moments,  which  would, 
111:  questionably,  have  been  disastrous  to  ns,  considering  the  overwhelming  force 
of  the  enemy  and  our  very  unfavorable  position.  By  direction.  General  Baird 
deployed  General  Starkweather's  brigade  to  the  right,  which  checked  the  enemy's 
advance  in  that  direction  and  enabled  Colonel  Stanley  to  withdraw  hia  brigade, 
wliich  being  done  we  retired  slowly  and  in  good  order  to  Bailey's  cross-roada, 
where  a  strong  position  of  defence  was  assumed  and  the  troopa  bivouacked  for 
the  night.     During  the  night  the  enemy  withdrew  hia  force  to  Dug  Gap- 

September  13, — As  strong  positions  of  defence  were  selected  as  the  locality 
afforded,  where  the  troops  were  posted  and  remained  until  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  NEGLET, 

Major   General. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Gro.  E,  Flv^t, 

Ckwf  of  Stnf  lilk  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Sb(.'o:xd  Division,  14th  Army  Corps 

Chattanooga,  Term.,  September  26,  1863. 

CoLo^'F,^. ;  X  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  since  September  17,  1863. 

September  17,  18Q3 — S  a.  m, — Marched  to  Oweas'e  ford,  encamping  there  for 
the  night. 

September  18 — 3 J  p.  m. — Received  orders  to  march  to  the  left  and  relieve 
General  Palmer's  division  ;  reached  his  first  brigade  (General  Hazen's)  ac  5  p. 
m.  General  Ha^ien  informed  me  and  Genera!  Beatty  that  he  had  no  orders  to 
move  from  hia  poaition.  I  reported  in  person  to  General  Rosecrans  for  insti-uc- 
iona ;  was  directed  by  him,  through  Colonel  Duc!it,  to   send  one  brigade  to 
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Crawfiah  spring;  was  aferwarde  ordered  by  General  Thomas,  tbrougt  Captain 
Williard,  to  move  Hp  and  encamp  my  division  en  masse. 

Subsequently  this  order  was  changed  directing  me  to  relieve  Q-eneral  Palmer, 
which  attenuated  mj  command  from  Crawfish  spring  along  the  Oliiekamauga 
a  distance  of  three  and  one-half  miles.  My  troops  did  not  get  io  position 
unti!  near  daylight ;  they  were  greatly  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  wtuit  of  sleep. 

September  19. — At  daylight  I  sent  all  my  transportation,  except  ammunition 
and  ambulance  trains,  to  Chattanooga  for  safety.  Very  early  in  the  morning 
the  enemy  advanced  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  upon  Beatty's  front,  which  was  a 
very  exposed  position,  and  engaged  his  pickets  sharply  for  somebours.  11.30. — 
Enemy  appeared  in  force  flanking  two  batteries  ■within  400  yards  of  Beatty's  posi- 
tion, which  was  followed  by  a  fierce  cannonading,  during  which  Bridge's  battery, 
of  Beatty's  brigade,  sustained  a  loss  in  men  and  horses.  A  part  of  Beatty's 
line  hemg  gradually  driven  ba«k,  {but  soon  re-established,)  I  sent  one  regiment 
(eighteenth  Ohio  voluntee]i-infantry,and  a  section  of  Schuhz's  battery,  of  Stanley's 
brigade,  to  his  support.  13.30  p.  m. — Beatty  repulsed  the  enemy.  2.30. — Gene- 
ral McOook'scorpshad  passed  to  theleft  of  my  position,  leaving  me  on  the  extreme 
right ;  General  McCook  assuming  command.  Shortly  afterwards  I  received  writ- 
ten ordei's  to  report  to  General  McOook.  3.30.  p.  m. — Received  ordera  from  Gene- 
rals McOook  and  Roseerans,  who  directed  me  to  take  position  and  support  Genei-al 
Thomas.  Moved  to  tlie  left  of  his  (General  Kosecrans's)  headijuaTters,  at  the  farm- 
house, one-half  mile,  when  I  discovered  a  gap  in  our  line  through  which  the  enemy 
was  moving  npon  the  right  flank  and  rear  of  General  Thomas's  line.  Stanley's 
brigade  was  immediately  despatched  to  meet  and  check  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  Lirwell  snpporting  him  on  his  right.  After  a  brisk  skirmish  tho  enemy 
was  driven  back  into  the  woods,  6  p.  m. — Stanley  and  Lirwell  were  ordered 
to  push  the  enemy  back  vigoronsly,  so  as  to  connect  our  line  with  the  troopa 
on  the  left.  A  sharp  engagement  with  the  enemy  immediately  followed,  histing 
until  7.30  p.  m  ,  daring  which  time  our  line  was  pushed  forward  from  one-half 
to  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  but  I  was  unable  to  connect  with  any  of  onr  forces 
on  my  right  or  left.     Held  this  position  during  the  night, 

September  20. — Military  operations  were  suspended  until  8  o'clock  a.  m.  in 
conseijuehce  of  a  dense  fog.  8  a.  re. — Received  a  pressing  order  from  General 
Thomas,  through  Captain  Williard,  to  move  at  once  to  his  support.  I  immedi- 
ately commenced  withdrawing  my  division  for  that  purpose,  when  the  enemy 
was  reported  to  be  massing  a  heavy  force  in  mj  front,  sharply  engaging  my 
line  of  skirmishers.  I  was  directed  by  Major  General  Roseerans  to  hold  my 
position  nntil  relieved  by  some  other  command.  General  Beatty,  however, 
with  his  brigade,  was  sent,  at  8  a.  m.,  under  guidance  of  Captain  Wiiliard,  to  re- 
port to  General  Thomas,  going  into  action  immediately.  Although  the  most 
strenuous  efibrts  were  made  to  hurry  into  position  the  troops  that  were  to  relieve 
me,  theremainingtwobrigadesof  my  command  were  not  relieved  until  9.30,  when 
one  brigade  was  sent  from  General  Wood's  division  for  that  purpose.  In  with- 
drawing these  two  brigades  the  enemy  availed  himself  of  the  change,  and  pressed 
so  hard  npoa  the  relieving  force  that  I  was  compelled  to  halt,  and  send  one  of 
the  brigades  hack  to  assist  in  re-establishing  my  foi-mer  line,  also  to  protect  my 
ammunition  train,  which  was  passing  at  the  time.  Those  serious  detentions  had 
the  effect  of  separating  my  division,  and  destroying  the  unity  of  action  in  my 
command,  which  I  was  unable  to  restore  during  the  day. 

I  deeply  regi-et  the  circumstances  which  rendered  this  subdivision  necessary, 
actually  placing  two  of  my  brigades  entirely  beyond  my  personal  supervision. 
Although  I  am  satisfied  that  ^e  causes  which  interfered  with  the  unity  and 
concerted  movements  of  my  command  are  properly  appreciated  by  my  corps  and 
department  commanders,  and  will  not  be  allowed  to  detract  from  the  credit  due 
the  division,  yet  I  feel  that  it  would  have  been  more  advantageous  and  satisfac- 
tory had  it  been  otherwise.     10  a.  m, — On  being  informed  that  General  T' 
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left  was  being  turned  I  left  Livwell's  brigade  ti>  follow  with  die  artillery,  and  puehed 
Stanley's  brigade  forward  under  a  beavy  fire  to  the  left  of  Genei-al  Thomas's 
line,  where  Stanley  met  the  enemy  in  heavy  force.  Here  I  received  orders 
through  Captain  Gaw  to  take  charge  of  and  mass  all  the  artillen'  at  hand  on 
a  high  ridge  facing  the  eoutb,  I  now  learned  with  surprise  that  Lirwell's  brig- 
ade was  not  vet  relieved,  and  that  Captain  Johnson,  of  my  staff,  was  compelled 
to  withdraw  his  brigade,  leaving  only  a  weak  liae  of  skirmishers.  I  immediately 
took  cbai-ge  of  all  batteries  at  this  point,  and  massing  them  on  the  ridge,  placed 
them  in  position,  supported  by  Lirwell's  brigade  when  it  arrived.  1  p.  m. — A 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy  was  discovered  to  be  moving  to  our  left  and  rear,  also 
that  Beatty'B  brigade  was  being  overwhelmed.  Lii-well's  brigade  was  at  once 
sent  forward  to  check  his  advance,  while  Bridge's  battery,  of  Beatty'a  brigade, 
and  Smith'rf  fourth  regular  battery  were  placed  in  position,  and  immediately 
opened  a  very  destructive  fire  upon  him  from  the  ridge  facing  eastward,  causing 
him  to  fall  back,  thus  temporarily  relieving  the  left  wing. 

The  character  of  the  ground  prevented  the  effective  use  of  all  the  batteries ; 
they  were  placed  on  a  ridge  to  the  rear,  and  the  seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  vol- 
uHteers  sent  to  protect  them  ;  the  remainder  of  Lirwell's  brigade  was  deployed  at 
the  most  exposed  points.  2  p.  m. — Finding  that  our  right  wing  and  centre  had 
)  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  being  hard 


pressed  on  my  front  and  right,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Moody,  of  my  staff,  to  General 
Kosecraas  for  a  brigade.  Upon  being  applied  to  General  Eosecrans  replied  that 
it  was  too  late ;  that  he  could  give  me  no  help.     At  this  juncture  General  Bran- 


applied  to  me  for  support,  and  I  ordered  the  twenty^first  Ohio  volunteers, 
of  Lirwell's  brigade,  to  his  assistance.  I  then  rode  forward  to  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  over  which  the  right  wing  and  centre  was  retiring,  to  get  a  position  for 
artillery,  when  I  was  met  by  a  strong  column  of  the  enemy,  who  pressed  for- 
ward rapidly  between  me  and  the  troops  on  my  left,  leaving  me  but  one  whoJe 
regiment,  the  seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  a  part  of  another,  or- 
ganized ;  with  the  artillery  in  my  charge,  with  its  ammunition  nearly  exhausted 
at  the  same  time,  my  ammunition  train  liad  been  driven  off  the  field.  At  this 
moment  reliable  information  reached  me  that  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was 
moving  from  our  right  to  oui'  rear,  and  a  column  of  iufantry  on  our  front  and 
left.  Findiiig  it  impossible  to  organiee  any  of  the  passing  Iroops,  and  unable 
to  communicate  with  General  Thomas,  and  being  informed  bj  a  staff  officer  that 
Generals  Koseci-ana,  MeCook,  and  Crittenden  had  left  the  field,  I  deemed  it 
vitally  important  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  artilleiy,  which  appeared  to  be 
threatened  with  immediate  capture  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  who  was 
pressing  forward  on  my  front  and  right.  I  immediately  took  the  seventy-eighth 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  marched  to  the  mouth  of  the  gap,  two  miles  Irom 
Eossville,  the  fii'st  open  ground  where  the  troops  could  be  collected  and  reor- 
ganized. 

I  found  Colonel  Parkhurst  here  with  the  ninth  Michigan  volunteers  euerget- 
ically  checking  the  struggle.  He  informed  me  that  General  Crittenden  had 
passed  some  hours  before,  and  had  ordered  him  with  all  the  troops  to  fall  back 
to  Chattanooga.  This  I  stated  to  him  was  iuespedient;  that  the  troops  must 
be  immediately  reorganized,  and  prepare  to  march  to  the  front.  In  Ibis  purpose  I 
was  ably  assisted  by  Colonel  Ducat,  Colonel  McKibben,  and  Captain  Joe  Hill, 
of  General  Koaecrans's  staff,  Colonel  Parkhurst,  of  General  Tliomas's  staff,  Lieu- 
tenant Elkin  and  Lieutenant  Morris,  of  General  Baird's  staff,  and  Lieutenant  "Wil- 
son, of  General  Sheridan's  staff,  members  of  my  own  stafi^,  with  other  officers  whose 
names  I  cannot  now  recall.  As  soon  as  I  had  cleared  the  gap  of  the  artillery 
and  transportation,  which  extended  back  some  distance,  and  in  great  confusion, 
and  formed  the  scattered  troops  into  battalions,  I  learned  that  General  Sher- 
idan was  close  at  hand  with  some  1,500  men.  I  rode  forward,  and  respectfully 
suggested  to  General  Sheridan  to  move  to  the  support  of  General  Thomas, 
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stating  fiat  I  would  jnin  liim  with  all  the  troops  I  had  collected.  He  stated 
hiB  ohject  was  to  march  to  RoBsviile.  I  then  rode  forward  to  communicate  with. 
General  Thomas ;  found  the  enemy's  cavalry  iu  possession  of  the  road  between 
us,  preventing  my  further  passage,  I  then  returned,  and  held  a  consultation 
with  Generals  Davis  and  Sheridan  and  Col-onel  Ducat. 

It  was  determined  as  advisable  to  proceed  to  Rossville,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  obtaining  possession  of  the  cross-roads,  and  from  there  General  Sheridaa 
would  move  to  the  support  of  General  Thomas  via  Lafayette  road.  The  column 
reached  Rossville  at  dark,  and  the  scattered  troops  were  organized  aa  rapidly 
aa  possible.  Provisions  and  ammunition,  of  which  the  troops  were  destitute, 
were  h.'legraphed  for  and  received  from  Chattanooga.  At  this  moment  I  learned 
that  General  Granger  had  gone  to  the  assistance  of  General  Thomas,  that  he 
was  safe,  and  that  the  troops  were  retiring  to  Rossville ;  also  that  General 
Sheridan  bad  halted  three  miles  fi'oni  Rossville.  I  therefore  continued  the  organ- 
ization and  preparation  of  the  troops,  to  hold  oui  position  against  a  force  of 
the  enemy  who  were  reported  to  be  advancing  from  the  direclion  of  Ringold. 
Before  the  disposition  of  the  force  was  completed.  General  Thomas  with  a  por- 
tion of  his  command  arrived. 

Sepiemher  21. — Early  in  the  morning  my  division  was  disposed  so  as  to  hold 
the  gap  and  mountain  crest  east  of  Rossville,  2  p.  m. — The  enemy  advanced  a 
Lpavy  force,  with  artillery  on  the  Lafayette  road,  and  on  the  crest  of  the  monn- 
tain.  After  a  bi-isk  engagement,  with  artillery  and  musketry,  he  was  checked 
in  the  gap  by  Stanley's  brigade  and  driven  from  the  mountain  crest  by  a  gallant 
cbai-ge  of  the  fifteenth  Kentucky,  General  Beatty's  brigade.  5  p.  m. — The  enemy 
was  seen  moving  in  heavy  columns  to  our  right  and  massing  a  considerable  force 
on  our  front.  He  was  able  to  shell  our  position,  which  was  greatly  exposed  to 
his  artillery,  and  which  would  become  immediately  untenable  shonld  he  plant 
artillery  on  the  crest  of  the  moantain  beyond  our  line ;  at  the  same  time  commu- 
uication  with  Chattanooga  coald  be  easily  cut  off.  The  ti'oops  were  without 
supplies,  and  the  animals  had  had  no  food  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  troops 
were  accordingly  ordered  to  fallback  to  Chattanooga.  6  p.  m, — The  sixty-ninlh 
Ohio  volunteera,  of  Stanley's  brigade,  which  had  been  left  at  Cowan,  arrived  and 
took  position  in  the  gap.  My  division  was  directed  to  quietly  withdraw  to  Chatta- 
nooga at  midnight,  leaving  three  regiments  to  hold  the  picket  line  until  daylight. 
This  important  duty  was  intrusted  to  Colonel  Stougbton,  eleventh  Michigaa  vol- 
unteers, who  performed  it  in  a  most  judicious  manner.  My  command  reached 
Chattanooga  at  2.30  a.  m.,  and  took  the  position  designated  by  Major  Bond,  of 
General  Rosecrans's  staff.  At  daylight  we  occupied  the  unfinished  rebel  fort,  on 
the  west  side  of  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road,  and  immediately  commenced  its 
completion  for  defence.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  General  Beatty  and 
Colonel  Stanley  for  the  details  of  the  brilliant  operations  of  their  brigades  while 
temporarily  separated  by  order  and  the  tide  of  battle  on  Sunday.  The  conduct 
of  these  two  officere  was  highly  creditable,  and  that  of  their  troops  brave  and 
efficient.  General  Beatty  gallantly  remained  upon  the  field  of  battle,  in  com- 
mand of  scattered  troops,  after  most  of  his  brigade  had  been  driven  from  it  and 
separated  from  by  the  charge  of  the  enemy  upon  the  left.  Colonel  Stanley  con- 
tinued to  command  his  brigade  when  he  received  a  severe  contusion  from  a  ftag- 
me«t  of  a  shell,  when  Colonel  Stougbton,  eleventh  Michigan  Tolanteera,  assumed 
command  and  ably  handled  the  brigade. 

In  Lirwell's  brigade,  the  twenty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  which  assisted  General 
Brannan,  suffered  severely,  holding  their  position  at  the  base  of  the  rMge  until 
they  had  exhaosted  nearly  all  their  ammunition,  and  were  compelled  to  supply 
themselves  from  their  deaid  comrades. 

When  General  Brannan,  with  his  division,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  twenty- 
first  Ohio  volunteers,  was  left  to  hold  their  position,  during  which   they  lost 
,  the  balance  of  Colonel  Lirwell's  brigade,  although  deployed  at  sevei'al 
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points  and  compelled  to  change  position  frequently  during  the  day,  rendered 
valuable  sei-vieea,  not  only  in  battle,  but  with  the  asaietance  of  the  ninth  Michi- 
gan volunteers  in  rallying  and  organizing  a  number  of  the  scattered  troops  and 
iii  aaviag  the  artillery  and  transportation  which  occupied  the  road  and  choked 
up  the  gap,  endangering  the  immediate  capture  of  the  whole  by  the  enemy. 

The  highest  compliment  I  am  able  to  bestow  upon  both  officers  and  men  of 
the  entire  division  is  to  simply  refer  to  their  endurance,  fortitude,  cheeri'ul  obe- 
dience, and  heroic  conduct  during  the  entire  campaign  and  battle. 

T  respectfully  direct  attention  to  the  reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  com- 
manders for  the  lists  of  those  desiring  honorable  mention,  which  I  cordially  ap- 
prove. Al!  members  of  my  staff  performed  their  duties  with  coolness  and  ability 
and  entirely  satisfactory.  Captain  Johnson,  division  inspector;  Oa'ptaiti  Hough, 
(nineteenth  United  States  infantry,)  A.  C.  M.;  Lieutenant  Moody,  aide-de-camp, 
rendered  important  services.  Their  gallantry  and  efficiency  is  worthy  of  apecial 
mention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  NEGLET,  ■ 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Geo.  E.  Flyxt, 

■  Chief  of  Staff  Ulk  Army  Corps. 

True  copy ; 


Major  General. 


S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  a«d  A.  D.  G. 


IXeadquaeters  Third  Division,  14tii  Army  Corps, 

Near  Chattanooga,  Tettn.,  September  89.  1863. 

Colon  kl  ;  1  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  major  gene- 
ral commanding,  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  division,  third, 
14th  army  corps,  diiriog  the  engagement  of  the  19  th  and  20th  September,  1863, 
on  Ohickamauga  creek. 

In  accordance  with  orders  I  struck  the  camp  of  my  division  at  Gowan's  ford, 
Ohickamauga  creek,  at  about  5  p.  ra,,  on  the  18th  Iq slant,' and  advanced  by  the 
Chattanooga  road  to  the  junction  of  the  Lafayette  road,  about  throe  (3)  miles 
above  Crawfish  spring,  whence,  taking  the  latter  road,  I  arrived  by  daylight  at 
a  point  about  two  and  one-half  (2^)  miles  distant  from  its  junction  with  tho 
Chattanooga  road.  I  was  much  retarded  in  this  march,  which  continued  during- 
the  entire  night,  by  the  delay  of  the  21st  corps  in  getting  into  position,  having 
frequently  to  hale  for  a  considerable  time  fo  enable  portions  of  that  command  to- 
come  op  from  the  rear  of  toy  column.  On  an-iving  at  a  point  on  the  Lafayette- 
road,  known  as  Kelley's  house,  I  received  orders  from  Major  General  Thomas 
to  capture,  if  possible,  a  rebel  force,  represented  by  Colonel  Daniel  McCook  toi 
bo  a  brigade  cut  off  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ohickamauga  creek ;  failing  in  this, 
to  drive  it  across  the  creek,  la  obedience  to  these  instructions,  I  advanced  the- 
second  brigade  of  my  division,  Colonel  John  F.  Croston,  fourth  regiment  Ken- 
tucky volunteer  infantry  commanding,  by  the  Eeid's  Bridge  road,  towards  the  rebel 
left,  while  the  remaining  brigades  of  my  command  advanced  by  the  Daffrea's. 
Ford  road,  to  strike  the  supposed  right  of  the  enemy's  position. 

Shortly  after  7  a.  m.,  on  the  19th  instant,  tho  second  brigade  having  advanced 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  towards  the-Chickamauga,  came  upon  a  strong  force- 
of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  two  (3)  divisions  instead  of  the  supposed  brigade,, 
who  made  a  furious  attack,  repulsing  General  Oroston's  first  advance.  The 
rebels  following  this  up  with  a  mach  supei-ior  foi-ce,  adesperate  conflict  euaued.  Colo- 
nel CroxtoH  maintaining  his  ground  with  great  detei-miaation,  and  though  suffer- 
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ing  conBideratle  loss,  refusing  to  yield  Bia  poBition  to  the  most  furious  efforts  of 
tlie  rebels.  At  this  point  Colonel  Carroll,  tenth  regimeDt  Indiana  volunteer 
infantry,  fell  mortally  wouaded,  while  gaJlantly  leading  hia  regiment,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  P.  B.  Hunt,  commanding  fom-th  Kentucky  volunteer  infantiy, 
was  carried  from  the  field  in  a  scarcely  less  precarious  condition.  On  Colonel 
Hunt  being  wounded,  I  sent  Major  E,  M.  Keely,  diviaion  iuapectov,  at  his  own 
request,  to  command  the  fourth  Kentucky,  which  he  did  that  day  and  the  follow- 
ing in  the  most  gallant  manner. 

I  here  therefore  re-enforeed  Colonel  Croxton  with  the  thirty-firat  Ohio  vol- 
unteer infantry.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lister  commanding,  from  the  loft,  being  the 
only  force  availabk.  In  the  mean  time  the  third  brigade,  Colonel  F.  Van  Der- 
veer,  tliirty-fifth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  commanding,  supported  the  first  brigade, 
with  two  (2)  regiments,  (Colonel  J.  M.  Connell,  seventeenth  Oiiio  volunteer  in- 
fantry, commanding,)  having  advanced  about  one  and  a  half  mile  oa  the  Daffren's 
Ford  road,  came  into  collision  with  the  rebels,  strongly  posted,  who  opened  with 
a  tremendous  lire  of  musketry  and  cannon  at  short  range.  This,  however,  could 
not  deter  the  third  brigade,  which  bore  down  upon  the  rebels  with  ii-resistible 
determination,  driving  them  back  to  within  a  qnarter  of  a  mile  of  the  creek,  when 
the  rebels,  making  a  feint  on  the  left,  rapidly  threw  a  heavy  force  upon  my  right, 
and  succeeded  in  partially  piercing  the  centre,  where  the  commnnication  with 
the  extreme  right  was  unavoidably  weak  and  disconnected.  About  this  period, 
at  my  repeated  and  earnest  request  for  i-e- enforcements.  General  Thomas  sent 
the  first  division  to  my  support,  and  the  greater  portion  of  that  command  ad- 
vanced to  my  eenti-e  to  arrest  the  movement  of  the  enemy.  In  thia,  however, 
the  first  division  failed,  the  troopa  retiring  with  some  precipitance,  leaving  the 
batt«i-y  of  the  regular  brigade  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  communicatioa 
entirely  cut  oif  between  my  extreme  flanks.  I,  however,  succeeded  in  prevent- 
ing file  rebels  from  following  np  their  advantage  at  this  point  by  a  charge  of 
portions  of  the  first  and  third  brigades,  daring  which  the  battery  of  the  regular 
brigade  was  retaken  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  by  the  ninth  Ohio  infantry, 
(Colonel  Ciistavus  Cammerling  commanding.)  The  enemy,  however,  continued 
to  pi-ess  heavily  on  the  centre,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  re-establiab  and  bold 
communication  between  my  flanks,  I  withdrew  to  a  ridge  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  Lafayette  road,  removing  my  dead  and  wounded, and  formedline  there,  without 
molestation,  at  about  2  p,  m.  About  3  p.  m.,  by  direction  of  Major  General 
Thomas,  I  moved  the  first  and  third  brigades  to  the  right,  in  rear  of  the  second 
brigade,  and  subsequently,  in  accordance  with  orders  to  that  effect,  withdrew  mj 
entire  division  to  the  right  on  the  Lafayette  load,  resigning  my  first  position  to 
Baird's,  Palmer's,  and  Johnson's  divisions. 

During  this  day  the  Sd  brigade  maintained  a  severe  conflict  without  intermis- 
sion for  a  period  of  six  boure,  repulsing  with  great  slaughter  the  repeated  attacks 
of  a  superior  force,  and  capturing  five  gans,  which  riiey  brought  off  the  field. 
The  other  brigades  of  the  division  cannot  have  had  less  severe  work,  owing  to 
the  number  of  points  from  which  they  were  at  different  times  attacked,  and  the 
vastly  superior  force  of  the  enemy  immediately  opposed  to  them.  It  was  only  by  the 
most  unflinching  courage  and  determiuatioa  that  these  pointa  conld  be  held  be- 
fore the  overwhelming  masses  of  troops  burled  against  them  by  the  rebels  where 
■every  effort  appeared  to  be  directed  towards  breaking  this  line  and  securing  the 
line  of  communication  in  its  rear. 

I  bivouacked  on  the  night  of  the  19th  oa  a  line  perpeadieular  to  the  Lafay- 
lette  road,  my  left  brigade  nearly  joiniag  it  at  Dyer's  house,  and  my  two  right 
'brigades  thrown  back  at  right  angles  on  the  heights  of  Missionary  ridge.  During 
ithe  night  I  was  ordered  to  put  two  brigades  into  liae,  connecting  iteynolds's  and 
Negley'a  divisions,  which  I  accordingly  did,  completing  the  movement  before 
daylight.  Oa  the  20th  I  moved  the  third  brigade  of  my  division  shortly  after 
daylight  of  the  20th  as  support,  in  rear  of  first  and  second  brigades.    I  bad  now 
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two  brigades  in  line  with  one  in  support,  Negley  being  on  my  right  and  Rey- 
nolds ou  my  left.  After  a  coatiniious  flank  movement  of  some  duration  by  the 
entire  line  to  the  left,  the  engagement  about  9  a.  m.  by  a  furious  attack  on 
Baird's  division,  which,  proving  of  a  determined  nature,  my  supporting  brigade 
was  ordei-ed  to  support  that  division.  Hegley  having  previously  removed  to  the 
extreme  left  of  the  corps,  and  Vancleve,  who  had  replaced  him,  having  shortly 
afterwards  been  ordered  in  the  same  direction,  Wood  was  now  on  my  imme- 
diate right;  Wood  being  almost  immediately  afterwards  ordered  to  the  left, 
moved  out  of  the  line,  while  Davis  took  ground  to  his  left  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  Wood.  In  this  movement  a  slight  interval  occnied  in  the  line,  which 
the  rebels  took  advantage  of  with  great  rapidity,  intercepting  and  breaking  the 
line  of  battle  of  the  army  at  this  point.  Wood  being  taken  while  marching  by 
the  flank,  broke  and  fled  in  confusion,  and  my  line  actually  attacked  from  the 
rear,  was  obliged  to  swing  back  on  the  right,  which  it  accomplished  with  wonder- 
ful regulaiity  under  sneh  circumstances,  (with,  however,  the  exception  of  a 
portion  of  the  first  brigade,  which,  being  much  exposed,  broke  with  considerable 
disorder.)  'rhe  line  being  now  broken,  and  severely  pressed  at  this  point,  and 
great  confusion  prevailing  in  the  support,  composed  of  Wood's  and  Vancleve's 
divisions,  I  formed  the  remnant  of  my  command,  and  such  stragglers  from  other 
commands  as  I  could  rally  and  bring  into  position,  in  line  to  resist,  if  possible, 
the  pressure  6f  the  now  advancing  rebels.  In  this  manner  I  succeeded  in  hold- 
ing the  enemy  in  check  for  a  considerable  time,  until  finding  that  the  rohels  were 
moving  on  my  right  to  gain  command  of  the  valley,  by  which  the  right  (McOook) 
was  retreating.  I  swung  back  my  right  flank,  and  moving  about  naif  a  mile  to 
the  rear,  took  up  a  good  position  on  a  commanding  ridge.  General  Negley 
(who  had  a  portion  of  his  command  intact)  having  pledged  himself  to  hold  my 
right  and  rear.  Finding  that  this  latter  point  was  the  key  to  the  position  so 
desired  by  the  enemy,  I  made  every  preparation  to  defend  it  to  the  last,  my 
command  being  somewhat  increased  by  the  arrival  of  portions  of  Palmer's  and 
Negiey's  divisions,  and  most  opportunely  re-enforced  by  Colonel  Van  Durver's 
brigade,  (third,)  which  having  successfuliy,  though  with  great  lose,  held  its  pre- 
carious position  io  the  general  line  until  all  in  its  vicinity  had  reti-eated, 
retired  in  good  order,  actually  cutting  its  way  through  the  rebels  to  rejoin  my 
division.  This  gallant  brigade  was  one  of  the  few  who  maintained  their  organi- 
zation perfect  through  the  hard-fought  passes  of  that  portion  of  tlie  field.  Nothing 
can  exceed  the  desperate  determination  with  which  the  rebels  endeavored  to 
gain  possession  of  this  point,  hurling  entire  divisions  on  my  small  force,  in  their 
fierce  eagerness  to  gain  a  position  which  would  undoubtedly  have  given  them 
tlie  grand  advantage  of  the  day.  My  troops  maintmued  their  ground  with  ob 
stinacy,  evincing  great  gallantry  and  devotion,  in  the  most  trying  circumstances, 
until  ne-enforced  about  3.30  p.  m.  by  a  portion  of  General  Granger's  reserve 
corps,  who  took  up  the  position  that  should  have  been  occupied  during  the  day 
by  Negiey's  division. 

General  Negley,  so  far  from  holding  my  right  as  he  had  promised,  retired  with 
extraordinary  deliberation  to  EossviUe  at  an  early  period  of  the  day,  taking  with 
him  a  portion  of  my  division,  (as  will  be  seen  by  wie  report  of  Colonel  Oonaell, 
commanding  first  brigade,)  and  leaving  me  open  to  attack  from  the  right  as  well 
as  from  the  left  and  front,  (from  which  points  the  rebels  attacked  me  simulta- 
neously on  several  occasions,)  and  my  rear  so  far  exposed  that  my  staff  officers 
sent  back  for  ammunition  were  successfully  cut  ofi',  and  the  ammunition,  of  such 
vital  importance  at  that  time,  prevented  from  reaching  me,  thus  necessitating 
the  use  of  the  bayonet  as  my  only  means  of  defence.  I  remained  in  this  posi- 
tion heavily  engaged  until  sunset,  re-enfoi-ced  at  intei-vals  by  the  ninth  regioient 
Indiana  volunteers,  sent  me  at  my  request  by  General  Hazen,  and  the  sixty- 
eighth  and  one  hundred  and  first  regiments  Indiana  volunteers  sent  by  order  of 
General  Thomas,  also  the  twenty-first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  all  of  whom  re- 
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mained  in  position  and  behaved  with  steadiiieas  while  their  am  mufti  t,  ion  lasted. 
Colonel  Stoughton  with  a  portion  of  a  hrigade  also  rallied  at  this  point  and  did 
good  sei-vice.  Finding  my  ammnnition  almost  entirely  exhausted,  some  of  the 
troops  having  noae  at  all  and  the  remainder  but  one  or  two  rounds,  I  ordered  it 
to  be  reserved  natil  the  last  and  final  efi'oits,  and  resort  to  the  bayonet  as  a 
means  of  defence. 

Several  charges  were  made  by  the  entire  command  during  the  last  attack  of 
tlie  enemy,  by  which  they  were  gallantly  driven  front  the  ridge  where  they  had 
obtained  a  momentary  lodgement.  My  entire  force  during  the  day  and  afternoon 
on  this  ridge  could  not  have  been  over  2,500  men,  including  the  stragglers  of 
various  regiments  and  divisions,  beidee  my  own  immediate  command.  Shortly 
after  sunset  I  withdrew  without  molestation  to  Bossville.  where  I  bivouacked  for 
tbe  aight,  my  retreat  being  oovei-ed  by  the  sixty-eighth  and  one  hundred  and 
first  Indiana  volunteer  infantry,  (the  only  troops  who  had  a  supply  of  ammnni- 
tion.) This  duty  was  satisfactoiily  performed  by  these  regiments,  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  C.  A.  Oilley,  of  Colouel  Van  Durver'a  staff.  I  cannot  speak 
too  highly  of  the  gallant  condnct  of  my  command  during  these  engagements. 
The  accompanying  report  of  killed  and  wounded  is  a  sad  but  glorious  report  of 
the  stern  devotion  with  which  the  officers  and  men  of  the  third  division  main- 
tained their  stand  in  the  desperate  position  assigned  them  during  the  battle  of 
the  19th  and  20th.  To  the  commanding  officers  of  brigades,  regiments,  and 
batleries  the  highest  pi-aiee  is  due  for  the  able  and  fearless  manner  in  which  they 
managed  their  commands,  in  circumstances  of  more  than  ordinary  trial.  I  here- 
with forward  their  aeveral  reports,  to  which  I  respectfully  refer  you  for, an 
account  of  the  individual  action  of  the  different  portions  of  my  division,  and  I 
oheei-fully  indorse  anch  special  mention  as  is  made  of  deserving  members  of  the 
command.  Where  the  conduct  of  all  is  so  commendable,  it  is  hardly  possible 
for  me  to  select  any  fbr  particular  mention,  yet  I  cannpt  conclude  this  report 
■without  bringing  to  the  special  notice  of  the  commanding  general  the  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  of  Colonel  P.  Van  Durver,  thirty-fifth  regiment  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  commanding  third  brigade,  whose  fearlessness  and  calm  judgment  in  the 
most  trying  situations  added  materially  to  the  efficiency  of  his  command,  which 
he  handled  botti  days  in  the  most  skilful  manner,  pniiiahing  the  enemy  severely. 
As  also  the  gallant  and  dashing  Croxton,  (fourth  Kentucky  infantry,  command- 
ing second  brigade,}  who,  though  severely  and  paiafuUy  wounded  early  the  aecond 
day,  remained  on  the  field  i-allying  and  encouragiog  his  men  until  utterly  ex- 
hausted. Colonel  Conuel,  seventeenth  Ohio  infantiy.  commanding  first  brigade, 
acted  witli  coolness  and  judgment,  and  with  his  brigade  rendered  efficient  service, 
fighting  most  gallantly. 

Captain  Church,  commanding  fourth  Michigan  battery.  First  Lieutenant  F.  G. 
Smith,  commanding,  and  Firat  Lieutenant  Rodney,  battery  I,  fourth  United 
States  artillery,  as  also  Fii-st  Lieutenant  Gary,  commanding  company  C,  first 
Ohio  volunteer  artillery,  are  worthy  of  mention  for  their  gallantry  and  the 
skill  and  judgment  with  which  they  worked  their  guns.  The  opportune  arrival 
of  Major  General  Granger's  command  I  consider  saved  the  army  from  total 
route,  being  left  to  my  own  resources  by  General  Negley,  who  I  suppoaed  to  be 
on  my  right.  I  could  not  have  held  my  position  against  another  attack  had 
not  General  Granger's  troops  got  into  position  to  prevent  my  being  fiauked  on 
the  right.  I  am  indebted  to  General  Steedman  for  a  small  supply  of  ammaoi- 
tion,  when  I  was  depending  solely  upon  the  bayonet  for  repulsing  the  next 
assault.  The  staff  of  my  division.  Captain  Louis  I  Lambert,  assistant  adjutant 
general;  Captain  George  S.  Roper,  commissary  of  subsistence;  Captain  Lewis 
Johnson,  tenth  Indiana  volunteers,  provost  marshal';  Lieutenant  Ira  V.  Germaui, 
aide-de-camp ;  Lieutenant  F.  V.  Webb,  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieutenant  Dame,  tenth 
Kentucky  infantry,  topogmphical  engineer,  miaaing — performed  their  duties  with 
fearlessness  and  great  gallantry,  carrying  my  orders  under  the  severest  fire,  and 
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using  every  effort  to  rally  and  encourage  tlie  troops  to  return  to  tbeir  flag,  ivhea 
a  panic  had  evidently  seized  many,  particularly  of  other  divisions. 

The  medical  director,  Surgeon  Tollman,  second  Minnesota  volunteer  infantry, 
made  successfvilly  all  the  arrangements  for  the  care,  of  the  ■wounded  that  could 
bo  expected,  considering  their  great  numbers.  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  White, 
ordnance  officer,  did  his  duty  well,  supplying  the  ammunition  promptly  under 
heavy  fire,  until  hia  coipmunication  with  the  line  was  cut  off.  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral John  Beatty  joined  me  on  the  hill  where  our  last  stand  was  made,  and 
gave  great  assistance  in  rallying  the  troops  and  keeping  them  in  position.  Col- 
onel M.  B,  Walker,  thirty-firet  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  joined  me  shoi-tly  after 
we  fell  back  to  the  ridge,. and  offered  his  services  to  me,  as,  being  in  an-eat,  he  bad 
Bi>  eonimaud.  Being  short  of  staff  officers,  I  accepted  tlolonel  Walker'a  services, 
and  well  he  aerved  me  and  his  coaatry,  rallying  and  collecting  the  men  and 
encouraging  them  to  stanc!,byhis  energy  and  personal  courage.  I  am  raueh 
indebted  to  him.  The  thirty- eighth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  Phelpa 
commanding,  of  the  fii-st  brigade,  was  detailed  on  the  18th  as  guard  to  the  sup- 
ply and  general  ti-ain  of  the  division,  and  being  subsequently  ordered  across  the 
river  by  General  Eosecrans,  was  unable  to  participate  in  the  engagement  of 
either  day.     The  unavoidable  absence  of  this  regiment  is  much  to  be  regretted. 

Total  number  engaged,  5,998.  Total  loss  during  the  19tb  and  SOih.— Killed, 
325;  wounded,  1,639;  missing,  210,     Total,  2,174. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BEANNAN, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Division. 

Gbo.  K.  Fly.vt, 

Lieut.  Col.,  A.  A.  G.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  IWi.  Army  Corps. 


Heauquahteeis  Th!ri>  Division  14th  Abmy  Corps, 

dkpaatment  of  the  cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  September  S6,  1863. 
General:  Immediately  after  taking  the  battery  of  your  brigade  the  niuth 
Ohio  volunteers  were  ordered  to  their  brigade,  which  the  i-ebela  had  attacked  ia 
considerable  force,  leaving  the  battery  in  cbarge  of  the  seventeenth  Ohio  volan- 
tecrs.  This  regiment  remained  in  chaise. of  the  battei-y  until  it  waa  known 
you  had  sent  a  regiment  to  relieve  it,  when,  tbere  being  no  rebels  in  the  vicinity, 
the  seventeenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry  hurried  to  the  left,  where  their  services 
were  much  needeed. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  BEAXSAN, 
Brigadier  Genm-al,  Commandiag  Division. 
General  Klva,  First  Division. 


Headquarters  THrni)  Bbioade,  First  Division, 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  Septemher  26,  1863. 
I  certify  that  the  above  i.s  a  true  copy. 

JAS.  W.  FORSTTHE, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
True  copy : 

S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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nBADqiiARTBBS  Fourth  Division  14tu  Army  Corps,- 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Septembei-  23,  1863. 

Colonel;  I  horewith  submit  a  report  of  the  operfttions  of  the  fourth  division, 
14th  army  corps,  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  creek,  Georgia,  September  19 
and  20,  1S63. 

The  division  moved  from  Pond  spring  about  4  p,  m.  on  the  18th,  and  having 
marched  all  night,  halted  one  hour  for  breakfast  near  Osborn'a,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded, by  order  of  General  Thomas,  commanding  14th  corps,  to  take  position 
in  line  of  battle  northeast  of  Glann's  hoiise;  while  taking  this  position  the 
divieioa  was  ordered  to  advance  immediately  towards  McDaniel's  and  enter  in  the 
action  then  progressing  on  our  left.  I  at  once  reported  in  person  to  the  corps 
commander,  and,  in  accordance  with  his  insfjuctions,  directed  the  third  brigade 
(Tnrchin's)  to  take  position  southeast  of  Kelley's  cross-roads.  The  second 
brigade  {King's}  was  about  leaving  the  mjiin  road  to  take  place  on  the  right  of 
the  third,  when  I  met  General  Palmer  in  the  road,  who  represented  that  his 
command  had  gained  upon  the  enemy,  but  was  nearly  out  of  ammunition  and  in 
great  need  of  assistance  to  enable  him  to  hold  what  he  had  gained,  at  least 
until  they  could  replenish  ammunition.  This,  although  not  the  precise  position 
indicated  to  me  for  the  second  brigade,  was  very  close  to  it,  and  appeared  to  be 
a  place  that  it  was  essential  to  fill  at  once,  and  no  other  troops  were  in  sight  to 
take  the  position.  Three  regiments,  under  Colonel  E,  A.  King,  were  therefore 
ordered  in  at  this  point,  leaving  in  my  hands  one  regiment,  seventy-flfth  Indiana, 
and  Harris's  battery.  Ihadjuatarrivedon  the  field  and,  found  my  division  would 
occupy  about  the  centre  of  our  line.  No  reserve  force  being  anywhere  apparent, 
I  determined  to  form  one  of  Harris's  battery  and  the  seventy-fifth  Indiana,  to 
which  was  shortly  added  Swallow's  battery,  (which  I  found  on  the  road  unem- 
ployed,) and  the  ninety-secoad  Hlinois,  (temporarily  dismonnted,)  In  a  short 
time  the  sixth  Ohio  came  from  the  front  and  took  position  near  Harris's  battery 
to  i-e-supply  ammunition.  General  Palmer  soon  called  also  for  the  eeventy-firth 
Indiana  temporarily;  it  was  ordered  to  go,  the  sixth  Ohio  sei-ving  in  the  interim 
as  support  to  the  guns.  The  sixth  having  been  re-supplied  with  ammuaition, 
was  Buh8ec[uently  ordered  away,  leaving  the  ninety-second  Illinois  the  only 
support  for  the  batteries.  The  seventy-fifth  Indiana  returned  late  in  the  day 
and  in  some  disorder,  having  relieved  an  entire  brigade  and  done  efficient 
service.  Calls  for  support  had  been  made  from  the  right,  to  which  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  respond.  General  J.  0,  Davis  arrived  and  inquired  where 
troops  wei'G  needed.  I  gave  him  the  substance  of  my  information,  and  he  led  his 
division  in  on  our  right.  Fnally  a  call  came  direct  from  Colonel  E.  A.  King, 
who  had  drifted  fiirther  to  the  right,  that  he  was  hard  pressed,  and  wanted  his 
own  regiment,  the  seventy -fifth  Indiana.  This  regiment  had  gone,  but  I  ordered 
to  him  the  ninety- second  Illinois,  trusting  to  regiments  returning  to  the  road  to 
re-supply  ammunition  for  support  to  the  batteries,  or  that  in  casethe.  force  in 
front  were  driven  back,  of  which  I  felt  there  was  danger,  I  might  rally  them 
around  the  batteries  and  re-establish  the  line.  The  two  howitisera  of  the  ninety- 
second  Illinois  were  now  added  to  the  two  batteries,  and  the  ninety-second 
started  to  King's  support,  Scarcely  had  it  cleared  the  front  of  the  guns  when 
this  regiment  was  struck  in  flank  by  our  own  forces  retiring,  followed  closely 
by  the  enemy.  I  met  our  retiring  regiments  in  person,  pointed  them  to  fourteen 
guns  in  position  as  evidence  that  the  enemy  must  be  thrown  back,  and  by  great 
exertion  succeeded  in  reforming  several  regiments  in  rear  of  the  batteries. 

Battery  H,  fourth  regiment  artillery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Russell,  at 
"this  time  came  to  our  position,  and  was  ordered  into  action  on  Harris's  left. 
These  batteries  fired  with  terrible  effect  upon  the  enemy,  his  progress  was  checked, 
and  our  line  for  a  time  prevented  from  yielding  any  further.  The  enerny  now 
Bhifted  fnrther  to  the  right,  where  thei-e  ivas  evidently  an  opening  in  our  lines, 
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and  coming  in  on  tteir  rigbt  flank,  our  regiments  again  became  disheai-tened  and 
began  to  retire.  The  batteries  following  the  regiments  changed  front  and  fired 
to  the  right,  and  the  line  was  reformed  along  a  fence  nearly  perpendicular  to  ila 
former  position,  with  the  batteries  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  the  enemy  pushing 
still  farther  to  the  right  and  rear.  I  rallied  and  formed  into  double  liae  some 
ten  or  twelve  other  returning  regiments,  which  came  in  from  the  lefi:  centre,  and 
placing  the  front  line  under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Oraxton,  tenth 
Kentucky,  ordered  them  to  swing  around  on  the  left  flank  as  a  pivot ;  this  order 
was  well  executed  by  both  lines  in  our  rear,  thus  entirely  cleared  of  the  enemy. 
Jt  was  now  nearly  sundown,  and  operations  on  this  part  of  the  field  cef^ed  foi' 
the  day, 

On  the  30th  my  division  was'  posted  at  Kelley's  cross-roads  in  echelon,  the 
third  brigade  (Turchin'e)  in  front,  and  immediately  on  General  Palmer's  right ; 
the  second  brigade  (King's)  slightly  retired  to  secure  good  ground,  and  facing 
themainBosaviUeandLayfayBtteroad.  Two  brigades  of  the  third  division,  14h 
army  corps,  (Brannan's,)  were  on  my  right ;  my  division  was  formed  in  two  lines, 
nearly  one-half  of  the  iafantry  being  in  reserve.  During  the  early  morning  of 
the  80th  temporary  breastworks  were  erected  of  such  material  as  could  be  found 
at  hand,  and  were  of  great  benefit.  The  attack  of  the  eiiemy  in  our  position 
commenced  about  10  o'clock,  and  was  very  heavy ;  he  was  successfully  repulsed 
at  all  points  in  front  of  oiir  position  without  calling  upon  the  second  line  of  infantry. 
About  11  o'clock  the  two  brigades  of  the  third  division  being  heavily  pressed  in 
front  and  right  flank,  which  had  been  left  uncovered,  began  to  yield.  Colonel 
Oroxton  reported  this  to  me,  and  personal  inspection  verified  the  report.  The 
oae  hundred  and  fifth  Ohio,  Major  Perkins  commanding,  and  until  this  time  lying 
in  reserve,  was  ordered  to  face  the  enemy,  and  go  at  them  with  the  bayonet ;  the 
oi'dcr  was  gallantly  executed;  the  enemy  was  thrown  hack,  aad  the  yielding 
regiments  pEwtially  rallied,  but  the  enemy  returning  with  incre^icd  force,  and 
turning  their  right,  these  regiments  were  borne  back,  the  one  hundred  and  fifth 
Ohio  with  them. 

The  latter  regiment  carried  off  the  field  the  rebel  Gteneral  Adams,  wounded, 
who  had  been  previously  captured  by  Captain  G-uthrie'a  company,  of  the  nine- 
teenth Illinois.  After  all  the  troops  had  left  the  right  of  my  division,  and  the 
enemy  was  silenced  in  front,  a  column  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  the  main  road, 
in  the  prolongation  of  the  line  of  battle  of  the  second  brigade ;  at  this  same 
time  a  rebel  battery  was  firing  into  the  rear  of  this  brigade.  The  position  of  the 
second  brigade  was  therefore  changed  so  as  to  throw  its  left  aeai-cr  the  right  of 
tlie  third  brigade,  and  to  face  the  enemy,  who  had  taken  position  on  our  right 
and  rear  At  this  time  tlie  division  was  out  of  ammunition,  except  such  as  was 
gathered  fiom  the  boxes  of  the  dead,  and  the  enemy  was  between  ns  and  our 
ammunition  train ;  but  for  this  circumstance  we  could  have  m  untamed  our 
pt'ition  nidefioitely.  The  ammunition  train,  by  another  route,  got  safely  to 
Ohattanoogi  We  remained  in  this  position  for  some  time,  when  oiders  were 
received  liom  the  corps  comm.ander  to  prepare  to  change  oui  position,  and  the 
divisionin  a  short  time  received  anorder  to  initiate  a  movement  towards  Bossville. 
This  was  done  with  the  brigade  still  formed  in  two  lines,  and  moving  by  flank  in 
parallel  columns,  thus  readyat  a  moment's  notice  to  face  in  double  line  in  either  of 
tlie  directions  in  which  firing  had  lately  been  heard.  Arriving  at  the  Eossvilla 
road,  the  command  was  met  by  the  corps  commander  in  person,  and  I  was  directed 
to  form  liae  perpendicular  to  the  Eossville  road.  This  done,  Genei'al  Thomas 
pointed  in  the  direction  of  Eossville  and  said,  "  There  they  are,  cleaj-  them  out." 
The  division  was  faced  about,  and  a  charge  ordered  and  executed  ia  two  lines,  at 
double  quick  through  the  rebel  lines,  dispersing  themand  capturing  more  than  two 
hundred  )!risoners,  under  a  iire  of  infantry  in  front  and  artillery  in  flank.  I  under- 
stand that  this  movement  was  intended  to  open  the  way  to  Eossville  for  the  army, 
anddidnotthenknowof  any  other  road  to  tlat  point.   I  therefore  pressed  right  on 
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in  tlie  cliarge,  expecting  the  whole  division  to  (Jo  the  same,  until  the  rebel  lines  and 
batteries  were  cleared  and  the  road  opened,  and  found  myself  with  only  about 
one  hundrt'd  and  fifty  of  the  thirf  brigade,  under  Colonel,  Lane  eleventh  Ohio, 
Bear  the  field  hospital  of  the  14th  corps.  'Phe  vemainder  of  the  division  pro- 
ceeded to  the  high  groands  on  the  ieft,  by  oi-der  of  General  Thomas ;  the  third 
brigade  was  re-formed  by  Brigadier  G-eneral  Turchin,  who  had  his  horse  shot 
under  him  in  the  charge  ;  the  second  brigade  was  re-formed  by  Oojonel  M.  S. 
Robinson,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  that  brigade  after  the  death  of 
Colonel  E.  A.  King;  the  advance  party  re-formed  the  division  on  the  ridge  to 
the  west  of  the  road,  and  the  whole  division  marched  to  Roasville  by  the  valley 
toad.  The  first  brigade  (Wilder's  mounted  infantry)  was  detached  from  the 
division  fey  order  of  the  department  commandev,  except  the  ninety-second 
Illinois,  which  was  with  the  division  on  the  J  9th.  The  operations  of  this 
brigade  will  be  reported  seperately. 

The  brigade  commanders,  Brigadier  Greneffal  J.  B.  Turchin  and  Colonel  E. 
A,  King,  handled"  their  brigades  with  skill  and  jndgment,  and  no  instance  of 
confusion  or  disorder  occun-ed  to  the  batteries;  Hams's  nineteenth  Indiana  and 
Andrews's  twenty-first  Indiana  were  skilfully  and  bravely  managed  and  did 
fine  execution ;  the  nineteenth  battery  on  both  days,  and  the  twenty-first 
battery  more  especially  on  the  20th.  Captain  Harris  was  wonnded  on  the 
19ih.  His  battery  was  ably  commanded  on  the  20th  by  Lieutenant  Lackey. 
Tliia  battery  lost  two  guns,  one  left  on  the  field,  the.  horaea  killed;  the 
other  disabled  by  the  enemy's  fire.  Andrews's  batteiy  lost  one  gun,  left 
from  the  breaking  of  the  harness.  The  untimely  fall  of  Colonel  King  renders 
it  impracticable  to  obtain  a  connected  report  of  the  operations  of  the  second 
brigade;  the  regiments  were  ably  commanded,  as  follows:  one  hundred  and 
first  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Colonel  I)oan ;  seventy-fifth  Indiana,  Colonel  Kobin- 
Bon ;  sixty-eighth  Indiana,  Captain  Espy,  wounded ;  one  hundred  and  fifth 
Ohio,  Major  Perkius,  wounded.  The  division  staff  were  at  their  posts  and 
discharged  their  duties  promptly  and  faithfully.  Major  John  Levering,  assistant 
adjutant  general,  sick  in  ambulance ;  Major  0.  0.  Herrick,  medical  director, 
in  the  bands  of  the  enemy;  Captain  F.  F.  Starkweather,  aaaiatant  quarter- 
master; Captain  J.  0.  Leech,  commissary  of  subaistance;  Captain  0.  0.  Howard, 
mustering  officer,  aide-de-camp,  wounded  in  the  hand ;  Captain  J.  F.  Floyd, 
one  -hundred  and  fii'st  Ohio,  aide-de-camp  ;  Captain  I".  B.  Hanna,  seventy" 
second  Indiana,  provoat  marshal,  (wounded ;)  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Arm- 
strong, seventeenth  Indiana,  ordnance  oificer;  Second  Lieutenant  W,  P.  Bain- 
bridge,  one  hundred  and  first  Indiana,  aide-de-camp,  wounded  in  the  arm ; 
Sergeant  Daniel  Bush,  company  D,  one  hundred  and  first  Indiana,  orderly  at 
headquarters,  was  badly  wounded  and  has  since  died.  Among  the  deaths  the 
country  has  to  deplore  the  loss  of  Colonel  E.  A,  King,  commanding  second 
brigade,  and  Colonel  W.  G-.  Jonts,  commanding  thirty-sixth  Ohio,  both  superioi' 
ofBcsra.  Herewith  are  submitted  lists  of  casualties,  from  which  it  appeai-s  that 
the  total  loss  of  the  division  in  killed  and  wonnded  and  missing  is  (963)  nine 
hundred  and  sixty- three. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  EEYN'OLDS, 
Major  General  Commanding  Division. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  FlVnt, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

True  copy :  S.  0.  KELLOGG-, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aidc-de-Carnp. 
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HEADyrARTEKS  Second  Division,  SOtii  Aehv  Cobps, 

Chattanooga,  September  98,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  hoiiov  to  siibmit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
division  in  the  battles  of  the  19th  and  SOth  instant. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  19th,  while  in  camp  near  Catlett's  Gap,  a  passage 
through  Pigeon  mountain,  I  received  an  order  to  move  focward  on  the  Chatta- 
nooga road  to  the  support  of  the  left.  On  my  arrival  at  Crawfish  spring,  1  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  major  general  commanding  the  corps  to  move  forward 
and  report  to  Major  General  Thomas,  from  whom  I  would  receive  orders.  I 
at  once  sent  Captain  B.  T.  Wells,  of  my  staff,  to  i-eport  to  General  Thomas,  and 
to  receive  from  him  such  orders  aa  he  might  have  for  me.  The  instractions  I 
received  were  to  move  in  the  direction  of  the  caunonading.  Arriviog  neai-  the 
hattle-field,  I  met  Major  General  Thomas,  who  oi-dered  me  to  form  line  of  battle 
and  move  forward  and  attack.  My  division  was  formed  with  Willich's  brigade 
on  the  right,  and  Baldwin's  on  the  left,  with  Dodge's  in  reserve.  In  this  order 
the  command  moved  foi-ward,  though  oblique  to  the  general  line.  Soon  the  skir- 
mishers became  engaged  and  the  enemy  forced  back.  General  Hazea's  brigade, 
at  this  time  on  my  i-ight,  was  reported  heavily  pressed,  and  I  ordered  Dodge's 
brigade  to  his  relief.  The  brigade  moved  forward  at  double-quick  and  soon  en- 
gaged the  enemy.  The  contest  was  severe,  but  soon  the  enemy  was  forced  form 
my  entire  front,  but  nafortnnately  the  troops  on  ray  right  and  left  did  not  move 
forward.  After  driving  the  enemy  for  at  least  a  mile,  Willicb  sent  me  word  that 
there  was  no  support  on  his  right.  I  ordered  him  not  to  move  tbi-ward,  but  to 
hold  his  ground.  Everything  remained  quiet  on  my  front  until  about  .5  p.  m., 
when  my  entire  line  was  attacked  by  an  overwhelmiag  force  in  front,  flank,  and 
rear.  Here  the  assault  was  terrifEc ;  the  darkness  soon  prevented  us  from  recog- 
nizing friend  from  foe,  and  in  hand-to-hand  coatest  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  and 
the  second  division  remained  master  of  the  field. 

A  short  time  before  dark  I  received  an  order  from  Major  General  Thomas  to 
fall  back  at  dark,  and  encamp  in  a  position  which  he  designated.  This  order 
■was  seut  to  brigade  commanders.  My  staff  officer  delivered  this  order  to  Colonel 
Baldwin,  soon  after  which  he  fell,  and  Colonel  Berry,  his  successor,  was  not 
made  aware  of  the  movement  until  he  saw  it  being  executed  by  the  troops  on 
his  right.  By  this  movement  many  of  our  wounded  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
rebels.  I  established  my  line  at  the  point  designated  by  General  Thomas  by 
placing  Berry's  brigade  on  the  right,  and  Dodge's  on  the  left,  with  Willich 
posted  in  strong  position  aa  a  reserve.  In  this  position  my  right  rested  against 
Palmer  and  my  left  on  Baird. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  SOth,  breastworks  were  hurriedly  thrown  up, 
behind  which  my  men  were  well  sheltered.  At  10  o'clock  a.  m.  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced in  force,  attacking  vtj  entire  front.  1  have  not  heard  heavier  musketry 
during  the  war  than  we  had  for  one  hour,  when  the  enemy  was  handsomely 
repulsed,  in  great  confusion,  leaving  the  ground  literaly  covered  with  their  dead 
and  dying.  Before  the  repulse  I  ordered  Willich  in  with  his  brigade  to  resist 
to  the  last  extremity.  After  the  repulse  he  withdrew  a  part  of  his  brigade  to 
his  former  position  to  support  his  battery  in  reserve.  Thei'e  was  comparative 
quiet  on  my  front,  with  occasional  shots  only,  until  about  4  p.  m.,  when  we 
were  again  vigorously  attacked.  General  Baird  appealed  to  me  in  peraon  to  send 
him  re  enforcements  or  to  make  a  demonstration  in-  hia  behalf.  The  ninth, 
fifteenth,  and  forty-ninth  Ohio,  fii^h  Kentucky,  and  thirty-second  Indiana  were 
sent,  under  Willich.  Soon  after,  the  troops  on  my  left  gave  way,  and  the  troops 
above  mentioned  charged,  driving  the  enemy  back  with  ten-ible  slaughter.  After 
this  movement  Wiilieh  assembled  bis  regiments  in  their  former  positions. 

While  the  attack  in  my  immediate  front  was  progressing  well,  T  received  an 
order  from  Major  General  Thomas  for  the  withdiawaJ  of  the  entire  army — Key- 
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nolda  fii-at,  then  Palmer — and  I  waa  to  follow  tlie  latter.  I  at  once  seat  a  staff 
officer  to  General  Thomas  t«  Bay  to  him  that  I  supposed  his  order  was  given, 
based  upon  the  belief  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front,  whereas  I  was  feai-fuUy  at- 
tacked, though  I  felt  confident  of  being  able  to  hold  my  position ;  yet  a  retreat 
at  that  time  might  be  disastrous.  Before  the  return  of  the  staff  officer,  Eeyaolda'a 
and  Palmer's  eommeuced  the  movement,  followed  by  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy, 
thus  exposing  mj  right,  I  barely  had  time  to  send  word  to  my  comm'aod  to 
sare  them  from  complete  destmction.  They,  however,  withdrew  in  good  order. 
By  having  Willich  iu  reserve  he  was  enabled  to  engage  the  enemy  in  four  difier- 
ent  directions,  and  by  his  prompt  movement  he  saved  the  troops  from  annihila- 
tion and  capture. 

At  the  time  the  order  was  received  to  withdraw  he  was  engaged  with  the 
enemy  immediately  iu  my  rear,  I  did  not  send  him  the  order  to  withdraw, 
believing  that  he  was  then  engaged  with  General  Granger;  he  withdrew,  how- 
ever, in  fine  style,  and  with  his  Brigade  covered  the  retreat  of  the  army. 

To  each  of  my  brigade  commaadera  I  am  under  many  obligations  for  their 
good  and  gallant  conduct,  and  their  valuable  suggestions.  Brigadier  General 
Wellich,  commanding  first  brigade,  y/aa  always  in  the  right  place,  and  hy  his 
individual  daring  rendered  the  counti-y  great  service.  This  gallant  old  veteran 
deserves  promotion,  and  I  hope  he  may  receive  it. 

Colonel  J.  B.  Dodge,  commanding  second  brigade,  handled  his  brigade  well, 
and  is  worthy  and  deserving  of  promotion.     He  is  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier. 

Colonel  W,  W,  Barry,  -who  took  command  of  tlie  third  brigade,  hebavedwith 
so  much  coolness,  and  displayed  so  much  skill  and  ability  in  the  management 
of  his  brigade  after  the  fall  of  the  lamented  Baldwin,  that  I  hope  he  may  be 
promoted  at  once.  Colonel  Berry  first  joiaed  the  troops  under  Itousacau,  at  the 
first  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  andhas  participated  in  all  the  battles  and  skir- 
mishes of  his  regiment  (fifth  Kentucky  infantry)  with  distinguished  gallantry. 

Colonel  P.  P.  Baldwin,  than  whom  a  more  gaOant  or  accomplished  officer  la 
not  in  the  service,  fell  in  the  night  attaii  on  the  19th.  His  loss  will 
be  seriously  felt  to  his  regiment  and  the  service.  At  one  time,  befoi-e  his 
fall,  one  of  his  regiments  Decame  somewhat  disorganized,  owing  to  the  fall  of 
its  colonel.  Baldwin  seized  the  colors,  and  calling  out,  "  Rally  round  the  flag, 
boys,"  the  effi'Ct  was  electric;  the  men  rallied,  and  his  gallant  regiments  moved 
magnificently  forward. 

My  thanks  are  due  for  coolness  and  distinguished  gallsuitry  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  LangdoQ  and  Major  Stafford,  first  Ohio;  Major  Gray  and  Captain 
Strong,  forty-ninth  Ohio  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Askin  and  Major  M.  Olenahan, 
fifteealJi  Ohio ;  Lientenant  Colonel  Hail  and  Major  Williams,  eighty-ninth  Illi- 
nois ;  Colonel  Buckner,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Reeve,  Major  Van  Deven,  and  Major 
Fitzsimmons,  thh'tieth  Indiana ;  Colonel  Rose,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pyfer, 
and  Major  Phillips,  seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania ;  Colonel  Strong,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Martin,  and  Major  Bach,  ninety-third  Ohio ;  Major  Tiinmasson, 
and  Captain  Huston,  fifth  Kentucky ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tripp,  and  Major 
Campbell,  sixth  Indiana. 

Tor  individual  mention  of  sahaltem  officers  refei'ence  is  respectfully  made  to 
regimental  and  brigade  reports,  hut  I  take  this  occasion  to  thank  every  officer 
and  soldier  in.  the  division  for  their  good  conduct ;  no  troops  ever  behaved  better. 
I  wish  it  were  possible  to  mention  each  member  of  the  division  by  name  in  thia 
i-eport. 

To  my  staff.  Captains  Bartlett,  "Wells,  Matzner.Laft,  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Smith,  J. 
I,  Kessler,  Edward  Davis,  I  owe  my  thanks  for  their  efSciency  and  gallantry 
on  the  battle-field.  Captains  Bartlett  and  Wells  were  with  me  all  the  time,  and 
were  frequently  sent  to  points  of  danger.  Their  duties  were  faithfully  and 
fearlessly  performed. 

Lieutenant  F.  N.  Streets,  of  my  staff,  was  killed  ;  he  was  a  brave  and  gallant 
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1,  and  died  aa  lieroca  w'mh.  to  die 
my  chief  of  artilleiy,  and  all  the  a 


My  thniika  are  due  to  Captaia 
illery  officera,  for  good  and  gal- 


yonng  n 
Simonao 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  medical  director.  Surgeon  Charles  Schesaler,  find 
the  other  medical  officera  of  the  division ;  ttey  were  uctiring  in  their  exertions 
to  alleviate  the  pain  of  the  aufFering. 

My  escort  and  orderliea  performed  their  duties  well ;  among  them  I  mention 
Sergeant  Miles,  third  Kentucky  cavalry,  and  private  Robert  Haya,  thirtieth 
Indiana, 

The  country  nrast  mourn  the  loss  of  gallant  spirits  who  offered  their  lives  upon 
the  altar.  For  a  list,  reference  is  made  to  sab-report.  The  tirat  brigade  cap- 
tured five  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the  third  brigade  two  pieces  j  about  six  hun- 
dred prisoners  were  captured  by  the  diviaion  and  sent  to  the  rear. 

It  is  a  aource  of  great  pleasure  to  me  to  know  that  the  second  division  did 
not  yield  an  inch  ;  that  it  defeated  every  force  whether  attacked  or  attacking, 
isualties  shows  that  it  did  have  fighting. 
"  Y  submitted : 

E.  "W.  JOHNSON, 
r  Gmeral  TJ.  S.  Voluntesrs,  Commattding  Division. 
G,  P.  Thrdston, 

hieutenant  Colonel,  Chief  of  Staff  20th,  Army  Coriii. 
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HEAOCtDARTERS   FeRST  DIVISION  SlST  ArMY  CoRPfi, 

Chattanooga,   Tewn.,  September  29,  1863. 

Sia  ;  At  early  dawn  of  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  16th  of  August,  I  received 
an  order  to  move  with  my  diviaion  from  Hillaboro',  in  Middle  Tennessee,  by  the 
most  practicable  and  expeditious  route  acrosB  the  Oamberland  mountains,  to 
Thurman,  in  the  Sequatchie  valley.  Wednesday  evening,  the  19th,  was  the 
time  fixed  for  the  division  to  arrive  at  the  destination  assigned  to  it.  The  second 
brigade,  Wagner's,  had  for  a  month  previously  occupied  Pelham,  near  the  foot 
of  the  mountaina,  and  General  Wagner  had  been  ordered  to  repair  the  road  up 
the  mountains,  known  as  the  Park  road. 

As  the  order  of  movement  left  to  my  discretion  the  route  by  which  my  di- 
vision should  cross  the  moxmtains,  I  determined  to  make  the  ascent  by  the  Park 
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roa<1,  thence  to  Tracy  city,  thence  by  Johnson's  to  Purden's,  whence  I  would 
fall  into  the  road  leading'  from  McMinnville,  by  Altamont,  to  Thurman. 

Immediately  on  receiving  the  order  I  despatched  inetruetiona  to  General 
"Wagner  to  commence  the  ascent  of  the  mountains ;  and  to  inanre  hia  being  out 
of  the  way  of  the  other  two  brigades,  I  directed  he  ahould  continue  the  work  of 
getting  up  his  train.  During  the  night  of  the  16th  thia  was  done,  and  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  road  being  free,  the  first  and  third  brigadea,  with 
their  baggage  trains  and  ammunition  and  supply  trains  of  the  division,  began  to 
ascend  the  mountains ;  the  work  was  continued  uninterruptedly  throtigli 
the  day  and  entire  night  of  the  17th,  and  by  10  o'clock  of  the  18th  the 
whole  w^  up;  Wagner'a  brigade  had  advanced  to  Ti-acy  city.  Monday 
morning,  the  17th  instant,  oi-dera  to  move  forward  as  far  as  the  Thwr- 
man  and  Anderson  wad.  On  Thursday,  the  18th,  I  allowed  the  first  and 
third  brigades,  Biiell's  and  Harker'a,  to  rest  till  10  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  18th, 
and  thea  move  to  Tracy  city,  Wagner  was  ordered  to  advance  on  tho  Thur- 
man road  to  Thui-raan  Wednesday  morning,  select  a  good  encampment,  and 
await  my  arrival  with  the  other  two  brigades  and  heavy  trains.  The  distance 
from  Tracy  city  to  Thurman  is  twenty-eight  miles,  which  had  to  be  accom- 
plished in  one  day,  with  the  firet  and  third  brigades,  their  batteries  and  the  trains 
to  be  at  the  rendezvous  assigned  me  at  the  designated  time.  At  4  o'clock  a.  m. 
on  the  19th  the  march  was  commenced,  and  a  little  after  nightfall  the  hrigadcs 
encamped  at  Thurmaa.  The  order  for  the  general  movements  directed  mo  to 
take  with  me  ten  days'  subsistence  for  the  men  and  ten  days'  grain  for  tho 
animals.  1  d^cended  into  the  Sequatchie  valley  with  twenty-five  days'  suh- 
eiatence  for  the  men  and  sixteen  daya'  grain  for  the  animals.  I  do  not  men 
tion  this  in  a  spirit  of  egotism,  hut  simply  to  show  what  can  be  accomplished 
by  intelligence  and  good  judgment,  energy,  and  a  willingness  to  make  'ioan. 
sacrifice  of  personal  comfort  hy  commanders.  Every  educated  and  experienci-d 
soldier  knows  that  one  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  in  the  mobility  and  activity,  and 
consequently  in  the  offensive  power  of  an  army,  is  to  be  found  in  the  immense 
baggage  and  supply  ti'ains  which  usually  accompany  its  movementa;  hence, 
whatever  lessens  the  number  of  vehicles  required  for  the  transportation  of  bag- 
gage and  supplies,  by  so  much  increases  the  efficiency  of  the  army.  I  trans- 
ported all  the  supplies  took  into  the  Sequatchie  valley  in  the  wagons  originally 
assigned  to  my  division  for  the  transportation  of  regimental  and  staff  baggage. 
I  was  then  prepared  with  my  division  for  a  campaign  of  twenty-five  days  iu. 
full  rations,  or  fifty  daya  on  half  rationa.  The  additional  forage  required  beyond 
what  I  brought  with  me  could  have  been  found  iu  the  country,  in  conformity 
with  the  order  for  the  genera!  movements.  I  despatched  Wagner's  brigade 
early  Thursday  morning,  the  20th,  to  the  eastern  slope  of  Waldren's  ridgo,  to 
make  something  of  a  show  of  force,  and  at  the  same  time  closely  observe  and, 
if  opportunities  pei-mitted,  to  threaten  the  euemy.  With  tbeolhertwo  brigades, 
first  and  third,  I  remained  encamped  at  Thurman's  til!  the  early  morning  of  the 
1st  of  September.  I  then  moved,  in  conformity  to  orders,  to  Jasper,  lower  down 
in  the  valley.  Later  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  I  received  an  order  to  send  one 
of  my  brigades  to  Shellmound,  to  cross  the  Tennessee  river.  The  first  brigade 
was  immediately  put  in  motion  under  this  order,  and  under  the  skilful  manage- 
ment of  Colonel  Buell  was  thrown  across  tho  river  rapidly  and  without  accident 
during  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  I  moved  with  the  third 
brigade  and  the  ammunition  and  ambulance  traina  to  the  creasing,  and  with  the 
enerffetic  and  judicious  assistance  of  Colonel  Harker  bad  everything  passed 
rapidly  across  without  accident,  I  remained  encamped  at  Shellmound  till  Satur- 
day ai'ternoon,  the  5th,  awaiting  ordei-s,  the  deJay  being  occasioned  by  the  neces- 
sity of  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  supply  train,  which  had  been  aent  to  crosa 
the  ri^r  at  Bridgeport.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  I  received  an  order  to 
move,  with  the  two  brigades  of  my  division  with  me,  via  Wliiteside  aad  the 
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river  roatt,  to  the  junction  of  the  NashviUe  and  Chattanooga  railway  with  the 
Trenton  and  Chattanooga  rajiroad,  for  the  purpose  of  ohserving  aod  threatening 
tlic  enemy  posted  on  the  spur  of  Lookout  mountain.  I  advanced  as  far  as 
AVhiteaide  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening.  Early  Sanday  morning  I  con- 
tinued to  advance,  Harker's  brigade  leading.  Soon  very  light  partieB  of  the 
enemy  were  encountered,  but  they  rapidly  fell  back  hefoi-e  my  sturdy  onward 
movements  through  the  country  which  my  line  of  march  led  me,  moat  favorable 
to  a  prolonged  and  obstinate  resistance  by  a  small  force.  Grossing  Raccoon 
mountain,  I  descended  into  Lookout  mountain  valley,  and  then  followed  down 
the  valley  northward  to  the  junction  of  the  two  mlwaya.  As  I  moved  down 
the  valley  the  enemy's  signal  stations  on  the  crest  of  Lookout  mountain  were 
in  full  aad  perfect  view,  evideotiy  watching  my  advance,  and  actively  commu- 
nicating the  result  of  their  observations  to  the  rear. 

At  the  juaction  of  the  railways  my  command  was  about  two  to  two  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  enemy's  advance  works,  but  the  outposts  and  pickets  were 
much  nearer  to  each  other — in  fact,  in  hearing  distance.  As  I  was  well  aware 
that  the  enemy  had  been  able  to  learn  from  his  signal  stations  with  very  close 
approximate  correctness  the  strength  of  mj'  command,  and  hence  would,  most 
probably,  be  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  my  inferiority  of  force  to  attempt  to 
crush  me  by  a  sudden  blow.  I  immediately  made  the  best  possible  disposition 
to  foil  such  an  effort.  In  making  these  dispositions  I  soon  became  couviaced 
of  the  utter  untenableness  of  the  position  at  the  junction  of  the  railways  for  an 
inferior  force  to  receive  an  attack  from  a  superior  one.  The  position  is  entirely 
open,  capable  of  being  assailed  simultaneously  in  front,  on  both  flanks,  and  in 
rear.  I  was  well  satisfied  that  I  was  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  a  very  large 
force  of  the  enemy,  (which  could  be  still  further  swelled  in  a  very  short  time.) 
This  information  I  had  gained  satisfactorily  during  my  advance,  and  it  was 
strengthened  and  corroborated  during  the  afternoon  and  early  evening  of  the 
6th.  At  2  o'clock  p.  m.  I  commanicated  to  the  corps  commander  my  position, 
seven  miles  from  Chattanooga,  (being  at  the  junction  of  the  railways,)  informed 
him  of  my  immediate  proximity  to  the  enemy,  and  attempted  to  describe  briefly 
the  obstacles  which  barred  my  further  progress  to  Chattanooga.  At  4  p.  m.  I 
communicated  to  him  the  result  of  further  observations,  and  some  facts  omitted 
in  my  note  of  2  p.  m.  In  my  note  of  2  p.  m.  I  suggested  that  be  should  move 
part  of  the  force  immediately  with  him  to  cover  my  reav  from  a  reverse  attack. 
I  This  he  declined  to  do  on  the  ground  of  a  want  of  authority,  and  indicated  that, 
|in  case  I  should  be  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  I  would  have  to  fall  back  on 
|him ;  also  indicating  that  if  I  should  have  to  retreat,  I  had  better  do  so  by  the 
jTrenton  road.  I  had  already  opened  communication  with  him  by  that  load. 
iNot  understanding  to  retreat,  except  as  a  matter  of  the  last  and  dire  extremity, 
jand  as  the  evidences  coatinued  to  thicken  and  multiply  during  the  evening  that 
jl  would  be  attacked  in  heavy  force  next  morning,  I  determined  to  shift  ray 
Command  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  rear,  to  a  very  sti'ong,  liigh,  and  defensible 
position,  ia  which  I  was  satisfied  I  could  maintain  myself  from  against  almost 
any  odds  i'or  a  long  time,  and,  if  finally  overpowered,  could  draw  off  lay  com- 
mand to  the  rear.  From  this  position  I  could  maintain  my  communication  by 
the  Trenton  road  with  the  force  immediately  with  the  corps  commander,  .  The 
(novement  was  commenced  at  10  p.  m.,  the  6th,  and  made  with  perfect  success, 
though  my  picked  were  at  the  time  in  hearing  of  the  enemy's  pickets.  My 
command  was  thus  safely  extricated  from  immediate  imminent  danger.  I  learned 
iatisfactoriiy  dming  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  that  the  spur  of  Lookout  raountain 
was  held  by  Cheatham's  division,  supported  immediately  in  rear  by  Hindmau's 
late  Withers's)  division,  being  the  whole  of  Lieuteuant  Greueral  Polk's  coips. 
■  Mj  two  small  brigades  confronted  this  force.  About  8  a.  m.  in  the  mormog 
)f  the  7th  I  received  a  copy  of  a  communication,  addressed  by  the  commanding 
jeneral  to  the  corps  coirimander,  saying  that  he  thought  it  would  be  safe  (judg- 
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ing  from  Bome  indications  He  had  ol)t.ained  of  tie  movements  of  the  e 
threaten  the  enemy  on  the  spur  of  Lookout  mountain  with  a  part  of  my  force. 
This  communication  the  corps  commander  appears  to  have  interpreted  into  au 
order  to  make  a  reconnoissance  in  force,  and  accordingly  ordered  that  I  shonhl 
make  aueh  a  reconnoieeance  without  loss  of  time.  I  accordingly  commenced  at 
once  to  make  my  preparation  to  make  the  reconnoissance,  and  actually  made  it 
at  the  eaiiiest  possible  moment  compatible  with  the  safety  of  my  command  and 
the  assurance  of  the  success  of  the  reconnoissance  itself.  As  the  results  of  the 
reconnoissance  have  hitherto  been  reported,  I  will  not  recapitulate  them.  After 
taking  the  necessary  preeaiitioas  to  increase  the  safety,  as  far  as  poseible,  of  the 
command  to  be  engaged  in  the  reconnoissance,  and  the  assurance  of  the  success 
of  the  reconnoissance,  I  committed  the  conduct  of  it  to  that  gallant  and  accom- 
plished officer.  Colonel  Harker,  commanding  third  brigade  of  my  division.  I 
instructed  him  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  circumspection,  but  to  ibree  bis  com- 
mand as  near  to  the  enemy's  position  as  he  might  deem  prudent.  This  point  I 
was,  of  course,  compelled  to  submit  to  his  judgment. 

It  affords  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  record,  in  a,  permanent,  oificial  man- 
ner, that  Colonel  Harker  conducted  the  reconnoissance  in  exact  cnnformity  to 
wishes  and  instructions,  secuiing  well  his  flank  and  r«ar  from  being  assailed 
without  timely  notice.  He  drove  his  solid  line  within  some  thousand  yards  of 
the  enemy's  batteries,  (and  bis  line  of  skirmishers  to  within  some  sis  hundred 
yards,)  whence  twelve  guns  opened  on  him,  and  then  drew  off  his  command 
with  the  loss  of  hut  one  man.  I  knew  no  parallel  in  military  history  to  this  re- 
connoissance. My  command  being  much  faded  and  worn  by  the  labors  of  the 
several  preceding  days,  I  allowed  it  to  rest  during  the  8th,  but  I  was  on  the 
alert  to  gain  information  of  the  movements  and  designs  of  the  enemy,  Kear 
nightfall  I  obtained  some  information  which  led  me  to  suspect  the  enemy  was 
evaenating  Chattanooga,  but  tlie  indications  were  by  no  means  positive.  With 
a  view  to  verifying  this  information,  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  corps  commander 
informing  him  that  I  had  observed  some  mysterious  indications  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  of  which  I  proposed  to  compel  a  development  by  a  reconnoissance 
in  force  e.arly  next  morning.  During  the  night  I  received  a  reply  to  my  note 
saying  the  corps  commander  could  not  approve  the  making  the  reconnoissance 
on  account  of  some  indications  of  a  general  movement  of  the  army,  but  that 
he  would  refer  the  note  to  the  commanding  general,  confidently  believing  the 
commanding  general  would  approve  my  proposition  to  make  tho  reconnoissance. 
I  held  my  command  in  readiness  for  the  movement.  In  the  mean  time  General 
Wagner,  having  with  him  the  third  brigade  of  my  division,  had  received  inform- 
ation on  the  north  side  of  the  river  that  the  enemy  was  evacuating  Chattanoo- 
ga. The  information  having  been  communicated  to  the  commanding  general  of 
the  army,  an  order  was  despatched  to  me  to  move  my  command  to  Oljattanooga 
prepared  for  a  vigorous  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  This  agreeable  order  was  joy- 
fully obeyed,  and  in  a  very  few  minntes  my  command  was  in  rapid  motion. 
Between  my  late  camp  in  Lookout  Monataia  valley  and  the  spur  of  the  moun- 
tain Tny  command  was  overtaken  by  the  ninety-second  Illinois  mounted  infantry, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Adkins,  who  informed  me  he  had  been  ordered  to  press 
forward  to  Chattanooga  with  all  baste  to  secure  any  property  the  enemy  might 
have  left  behied,  and  to  discover  something  of  his  lines  of  retreat.  I  allowed 
bis  regiment  to  pass  my  command,  but  on  the  spur  of  the  mountain  I  overtook 
the  regiment  halted,  where  the  colonel  informed  me  that  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
outflanked  his,  and  his  further  progress  was  delayed. 

I  immediately  threw  forward  the  twenty-sixth  Ohio,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Young  commanding,  to  tlie  right,  and  higher  np  the  monntaia-side  than  the 
skirmishei-s  of  Colonel  Adkins  extended,  and  rapidly  drove  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers fi-om  the  monntain  side.  No  further  opposition  was  encountered  in  oc- 
cupying Chattanooga,  and  the  ninety-second  Illinois  pushed  rapidly  into  the 
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town,  followed  by  my  first  and  third  brigades.  The  second  brigade  crossed 
from  the  north  aide  of  the  river  duriag  the  afternoon  aud  eyening  of  the  9th. 
The  colors  of  the  iiinety-aeventh  Ohio,  of  the  second  hrigadeof  my  division,  were 
the  first  planted  on  the  works  of  Chattanooga,  having  been  brought  across, the 
river  by  a  few  men  in  a  small  boat  early  in  the  morning. 

Thus  was  this  great  strate^c  position,  the  long-sought  goal,  gained  to  as  and 
occupied  by  our  troops.  Placing  myself  as  soon  as  possible  after  [lie  occupa- 
tion in  commnnication  with  the  most  intelligent  and  reliable  citizens,  I  learned 
that  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  troops  had  retreated  by  the  Cove  road,  and  that 
the  remainder  with  the  baggage  and  materials  of  war  had  retreated  by  the  Ross- 
ville  and  Lafayette  road.  I  was  informed,  further,  that  Buckner's  command, 
wliich  had  been  posted  at  Tyner'e  station  on  the  railway,  had  retreated  by 
Johnson  towards  Ringold,  but  I  sabsequently  learned  he  did  not  go  so  far  east- 
ward as  Ringold,  bat  passed  through  Graysville  and  thence  to  Lafayette.  The 
bulk  of  these  facts  I  reported  to  the  commimder  of  the  corps  immediately  on  his 
arrival,  and  by  him  I  am  informed  they  were  communicated  to  the  commanding 
general.  My  division  remained  in  Chattanooga  till  the  morning  of  the  10th  ; 
I  then  received  an  order  to  dettol  one  brigade  to  occupy  the  town,  and  move 
with  the  other  two  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  by  the  Bossville  and  Ringold  road. 
The  second  brigade  was  detailed  to  remain  in  Chattanooga.  At  10  a,  m.  of  the 
10th  I  led  the  first  and  third  brigades  ont  of  Chattanooga  to  commence  the  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy.  At  8  p.  m.  of  that  day  I  advised  the  corps  commander  of 
the  reported  presence  of  a  considerable  force  on  my  right  flank,  and  at  7  p.  m.  I 
fiirthei-more  advised  him  that  I  had  taken  a  contraband  during  the  afternoon 
who  reported  the  balk  of  the  rebel  army,  with  General  Bragg  in  person,  at  Gor- 
don's mill,  on  the  Chickamaaga,  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  Rossville  and  La- 
fayette road  I  was  incredulous  of  the  story,  and  so  expressed  myself;  but  if 
true,  it  was  bo  important  it  should  he  known  that  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  re- 
port his  nanation  It  is  due  to  the  hnmble  peraon  who  furnished  me  this  in- 
valuable information  to  record,  that  subsequent  development  proved  his  report 
to  be  aingulyly  accurate  and  correct.  Based  on  my  note  of  7.30  p.  m.  of  the 
10th,  a  communication  was  sent  me  by  the  commandiag  general  to  send  a  brig- 
ade by  the  way  of  Rossville  to  make  a  reconnoissauce  in  the  direction  of  Gor- 
don's mill,  with  a  view  of  verifying  the  truth  of  the  contraband's  report.  The 
Older  was  i-eceived  at  early  daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  1 1th.  Colonel  Har- 
ker'a  brigade  was  immediately  sent  to  execute  this  service.  About  the  time 
Barker's  brigade  was  moving  the  corps  commander  arrived  at  my  camp.  I  was 
directed  by  him  to  move  forward  with  my  remaining  brigade  two  miles  on  the 
Ringold  road  and  there  to  await  farther  orders.  The  order  was  obeyed  at  3.30 
p.  m. 

While  awaiting  further  instructions,  I  received  an  order  from  the  general 
commanding  to  move  acrosa  the  country  by  the  shorteat  and  most  expeditious 
roate  to  the  Lafayette  and  Rossville  road  to  support  Colonel  Harker.  Near 
the  same  hour  I  received  a  note  from  Colonel  Harkev  informing  me  that  he  had 
been  driving  the  enemy  all  day,  and  had  arrived  within  three  milea  of  Gordon's 
mill.  I  immediately  sent  him  an  order  to  press  forward  to  the  mill,  informing 
him  that  I  would  make  a  junction  with  him  during  the  evening.  The  junction 
was  made,  and  fortunately  for  Hai'ker,  who  had  been  driving  his  little  brigade 
all  day  against  a  vastly  superior  force,  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy's  great 
ai-ray.  A  full  report  of  this  brilliant  and  dangerous  reconnoissauce  has  been 
already  made,  and  it  is  not  now  necessary  that  I  should  say  more  than  that  it  was 
superbly  made.  When  I  arrived  at  Gordon's  mill,  at  8.30  p.  m.  of  the  11th, 
the  enemy's  eamp  fires  could  be  distinctly  seen  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek. 
Their  light  reflected  over  a  wide  section  of  the  horizon,  and,  extending  upwards 
in  the  heavens,  told  that  the  foe  was  present  in  considerable  force.  It  was  my 
intention  to  continue  the  pursuit  early  next  morning,  the  12th ;  but  till  8  o'clock 
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a.  m,  tte  atmosphere  was  so  loaded  with  liaze,  fog,  and  smoke  that  it  was  diffi- 
enlt  to  aee  a  hundred  yards  in  advance.  While  I  was  waiting  for  the  atmosphere 
to  become  sufficiently  clear  to  continue  the  pursuit,  I  received  an  order  to  remaia 
at  Gordon's  mill  till  the  corps  commander  arrived  there  with  the  other  two 
divisions  of  the  corps.  This  was  dooe  during  the  afternoon  of  the  13th.  My 
two  brigades  remfdned  quiet  during  the  13th,  enjoying  much-needed  rest.  Dur- 
ing the  evening  of  the  13th,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions  from  the  general 
commanding  to  the  corps  commanders  was  furnished  me  by  the  latter,  in  which 
he  was  dh'ccted  to  leave  my  command  at  Gordon's  mill,  and  proceed  with  the 
other  two  divisions  to  a  position  on  Missionary  ridge,  with  a  view  to  facilitating 
the  concentration  with  the  other  corps  of  the  army.  My  orders  directed  me  to 
try  strictly  to  maintain  the  position  at  Grordon'a  mill,  hut  if  attacked  by  a  su- 
perior force,  to  fall  hack  slowly,  resisting  stoutly,  to  Eossville,  where  it  was 
supposed  1  woald  be  supported  by  Major  General  Granger's  force.  In  case  of 
extremity,  and  in  case  tdso  I  should  not  he  supported  by  Genera!  Granger  at 
Kossville,  I  was  directed  to  select  a  position  guarding  the  roads  leading  to  Chat- 
tanooga and  around  the  point  of  Lookout  mountain,  and  hold  them  at  all  hazards. 
Itesolved  to  make  the  most  stubborn  resistance  at  Gordon's  mill,  I  took  advantage 
of  the  creek,  a  very  strong  defensible  position,  and  barricaded  my  entire  front  and 
flanks  strongly.  So  strengthened,  I  could  have  successfully  resisted  a  fi-ont  attack 
of  a  vastly  superior  force.  With  the  exception  of  an  occasional  firing  on  my  pick- 
eta,  tlie  entmy  left  me  undisturbed  at  Gordon's  mill  till  between  11  a.  m.  and  12 
m,  of  Friday,  the  ISth  instant.  A  rapid  advance  of  his  light  troops,  supported  by 
troops  in  a  solid  line,  on  my  right  front,  drove  in  my  pickets  as  far  as  the  creek, 
bat  no  effort  was  made  to  pass  the  stream;  such  an  attempt  would  have  been 
foiled,  and  cost  the  enemy  deai'ly.  At  about  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  a  force,  appar- 
ently about  a  brigade  of  four  regiments,  emerged  from  the  wood  on  the  southern 
side  of  the  creek,  nearly  opposite  the  centime  of  my  position,  apparently  with  the 
intention  of  forcing  a  passage  at  the  ford  near  the  mill.  A  few  well-directed 
shots  from  Bradley's  battery  soon  forced  him  lo  relinquish  his  design  and  seek 
the  shelter  of  the  woods.  The  enemy  continued  to  hover  in  my  front  daring 
the  whole  afternoon,  making,  however,  no  serious  attempts,  arid  accordingly  I 
becatfie  reasonably  satisfied  that  his  demonstrations  were  only  a  ma^k  to  his 
leal  design,  that  of  passiag  a  heavy  force  across  the  creek  lower  down  with  a 
view  to  turning  our  left  and  cuttiug  off  our  communication  with  Chattanooga. 
I  communicated  my  opinion  on  this  point  to  the  commanding  general  at  hia 
headquarters  during  the  evening  of  the  18th.  It  was  verified  by  the  opening 
of  a  terrific  engagement  on  our  left  as  early  as  8.30  a.  m.  on  the  19th.  Troops 
had  been  moved  to  our  left  during  the  night  of  the  18th  to  meet  the  emergency. 
The  battle  continued  thi-oughout  the  forenoon  and  in  the  afteraoon,  but  my 
command  was  left  at  Gordon's  mill  till  3  o'clock  p.  m.  At  this  hour  I  received 
a  verbal  order  from  the  corps  commander,  through  one  of  his  staff,  to  move  with 
my  command  and  take  position,  as  well  as  I  now  remember,  on  the  right  of 
some  part  of  General  Van  Cleve's  division.  Throughout  the  entire  preceding 
part  of  the  day  I  had  distinctly  observed  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  in 
front  of  my  position  at  Gordon's  mill,  and  just  before  I  received  the  order  to 
move  into  action  a  contraband  came  into  my  lines,  from  whom  I  learned  that 
this  force  was  the  division  of  General  Bushrod  Johnson.  Knowing  it  would 
pass  the  creek  immediately  I  vacated  my  position,  if  it  should  not  be  occupied 
by  some  other  troops,  I  despatched  one  of  my  aides-de-camp  to  the  command- 
ing general  to  info!-m  him  of  the  presence  of  this  force  in  my  front,  and  to  sug- 
gest that  at  least  a  brigade  should  be  sent  to  occupy  the  position  as  soon  as  I 
should  vacate  it.  On  his  way  to  the  headquarters  of  the  general  commanding, 
my  aide-de-camp  encountered  Major  General  McCook,  to  whom  he  communi- 
cated the  object  of  bis  mission  to  headquarters.  General  McCook  immediately 
ordered  a  brigade  from  his  corps  to  move  into  position  at  Gordon's  mill.     My 
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aide-de-camp  rode  to  headquarters  and  reported  what  had  been  done  to  the 
commanding  general,  who  approved  the  dispositions.  No  delay,  however,  had 
occuned  on  this  account  in  the  movement  of  my  command  from  Gordoa's  mill. 
Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  order,  my  command  was  put  in  rapid  motion 
for  the  scene  of  the  great  conflict.  As  already  remarked,  the  order  directed  me 
to  take  position  on  the  right  of  General  Van  Oleve's  divisioa ;  bat  as  I  was  to- 
tally ignorant  of  his  position  in  the  hattle  and  met  no  one  on  my  arrival  on  the 
field  to  enlighten  me,  I  found  myself  much  embarrassed  for  the  want  of  informa- 
tion where  I  could  bring  my  command  judiciously  and  effectively  into  action. 
It  shoulibe  borne  in  ouind  that  rnany  of  the  troops  were  engaged  in  the  woods, 
and  that  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  gain  information  by  sight  of  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  troops  already  engaged.  This  information  could  only  be  given  by 
general  and  staff  officers,  posted  in  advance,  to  aid  in  bringing  the  troops  arriv- 
ing freshly  on  the  ground  into  action  properly.  Fortunately,  shortly  after  my 
arrival  on  the  field,  I  met  General  Davis,  from  whom  I  received  some  useful 
information  in  regard  to  the  status  of  the  conflict.  From  him  I  learned  that  bis 
left  brigade,  Hayne's,  was  sorely  pressed  and  needed  assistance.  While  I  was 
in  conference  with  him,  a  staff  officer  informed  him  that  Colonel  Hayne  reported 
that  he  could  not  maintain  his  position,  and  at  the  same  instant  I  saw  a  stream 
of  fugitives  pouring  out  of  the  woods,  across  the  Eossviile  and  Lafayette  road, 
and  over  the  field  to  the  west  of  it.  These,  I  learned,  belonged  to  Hayne's 
brigade  of  Davis's  division.  It  was  evident  a  crisis  was  at  hand.  The  advance 
of  the  enemy,  before  which  these  men  were  retiring,  must  be  checked  at  once, 
or  the  ai-my  would  be  cut  in  twain.  Directing  Major  Mendenhall,  of  the  corps 
commander's  staff,  who  chanced  to  he  near  me  at  the  moment,  to  go  and  rally 
the  fugitives  rnshing  across  the  field  on  the  west  of  the  road,  I  at  once  com- 
menced my  disposition  to  check  the  advancing  foe.  When  I  first  met  General 
Davis  on  the  field,  I  inc[uired  of  him  where  the  fight  was;  he  pointed  into  the 
woods  whence  the  roar  and  rattle  of  very  sharp  musketry  fire  resounded,  and 
told  me  that  Hayne's  brigade  was  heavily  engaged  in  there.  I  immediately 
directed  Colonel  Harker  to  form  his  brigade  in  battle  array,  nearly  parallel  with 
the  Sosaville  and  Lafayette  road,  advance  into  the  woods  and  engage  the  enemy. 
But  the  evidence  immediately  brought  to  my  notice  that  Hayne's  brigade  was 
retiring  made  a  change  in  this  disposition  necessary.  I  consequently  directed 
Colonel  Harker  to  throw  forward  his  right,  holding  his  left  as  a  pivot  on  the 
road,  thus  giving  his  line  an  oblique  direction  to  the  road,  and  then  advance 
his  whole  line.  By  this  disposition  I  hoped  to  be  able  lo  take  the  enemy's 
advancing  force  in  flank.  These  dispositions,  though  most  expeditiously  made, 
were  scai-cely  completed  when  a  staff  officer  rode  up  and  reported  that  the  enemy 
had  gained  the  road  and  was  advancing  up  it,  i.  e.,  in  the  direction  of  Gordon's 
mill.  This  information  rendered  necessary  a  further  change  in  the  arrangement 
of  Harker's  brigade.  I  ordered  him  to  refase  his  left,  which  brought  the  left 
half  of  his  line  at  right  angles  with  the  road,  and  gave  to  his  whole  front 
the  form  of  a  broken  line  with  apex  towards  the  enemy.  In  this  shape  he 
advanced  rapidly,  engaged  the  enemy,  and  drove  him  between  a  half  and  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile.  I  followed  his  advance  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  found  he  was 
doing  well.  Having  perfect  confidence  in  his  ability  to  handle  his  brigade,  I 
remai-ked  to  him  that  I  would  leave  him  and  go  to  look  after  my  other  brigade, 
Colonel  Buell  commanding,  which  had  followed  Harker's  to  the  field  of  battle. 
For  the  details  of  the  severe  conflict  through  which  Harker's  brigade  passed  in 
this  stage  of  the  battle,  for  an  account  of  the  valuable  services  it  rendered  in 
cheeking  the  force  which  threatened  to  cut  the  right  of  the  army  from  the  left, 
for  a  report  of  the  heavy  loss  of  gallant  officers  and  men  which  occurred  here, 
and  for  a  desription  of  the  skilful  manner  in  which  the  brigade  was  extricated 
from  the  perils  by  which  it  became  environed  from  encountering  in  its  advance 
a  vastly  superior  force,  I  must  refer  to  the  more  detailed  report  of  "     '    '     "■ 
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commander.  The  list  of  casualties  attests  the  severity  of  tlie  fightine;.  The 
gallant  commander  himaelf  had  two  horses  shot  under  him.  Bradley's  oattery, 
attached  to  Harker's  brigade,  owiug  to  the  density  of  the  woods,  into  which 
the  brigade  advanced,  did  not  accompany  it.  The  signal  service  which  this 
battery  rendered  at  a  little  later  period  of  the  action  will  be  chronicled  at  the 
proper  time. 

Leaving  Harker's  brigade,  I  returned  to  where  I  had  ordered  Colonel  Biiell 
to  halt  and  form  bis  brigade.  Wlien  I  first  met  General  Davis  on  the  field  of 
battle  I  was  ittformed  by  him  that  Carlin's  brigade  of  Lis  diyisioa  waa  hotly  en- 
gaged in  the  woods  in  advance  or  eastward  of  the  cornfield  in  which  oui  meet- 
ing occurred.  The  shai'p  and  quick  rattle  of  musketry  fully  assured  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statement.  Seeing  no  other  resen-es  at  hand,  and  assured  that 
both  Barker  and  Carlin  were  severely  engaged,  I  determined  to  hold  Buell's 
brigade  on  hand  to  meet  emergencies.  And  it  was  fortunate  I  did  so,  for  ere 
long  Carlin's  brigade  was  swept  back  out  of  the  woods,  across  the  cornfield, 
and  into  the  woods  beyond  the  field  on  the  western  side  of  the  road,  caiTying 
everything  away  with  it.  When  I  observed  the  rash  across  the  cornfield  I 
was  near  the  one  hundredth  Illinois.  With  a  view  to  checking  our  exultant 
enemy,  I  ordered  Colonel  Bartleson,  commanding  the  one  hundredth  Illiuois,  to 
fix  bayonets  and  charge  the  foe.  The  bayonets  were  promptly  fixed,  and  the 
regiment  had  commenced  to  advance,  when  it  was  struck  by  a  crowd  of  fugitives 
and  swept  away  in  the  general  melange.  The  whole  of  Buell's  brigade  was 
thus  carried  off  its  feet.  It  was  necessaiy  for  it  to  fall  back  across  the  narrow 
field  on  the  western  side  of  the  road  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  under  whose 
cover  it  rallied.  As  soon  as  possible,  it  was  formed  along  the  fence  separating 
the  field  from  the  woods,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  part  of  Carlin's  brigade  and  a 
regiment  of  Wilder's  brigade,  dismounted  there,  repulsed  the  enemy.  This  re- 
sult was  greatly  contributed  to  by  the  heavy  and  most  effective  fire  at  short 
range  of  Bradley's  and  Estep's  batteries.  At  this  critical  moment  these  two 
batteries  were  most  splendidly  served.  Tlie  narrow  field  separating  the  woods 
on  the  left  from  the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road  is  scarcely  two  hundred  paces 
wide.  Buell's  brigade  waa  formed  just  east  of  the  road,  where  it  was  struck  by 
Carlin's  brigade.  It  hence  had  to  retire  the  distance  of  less  than  two  hundred 
yards  to  get  to  shelter  of  the  woods  for  reforming,  but  in  crossing  this  narrow 
space  it  suffered  terribly.  The  killed  and  wounded  were  thickly  strewn  on  the 
ground.  Captain  George,  fifteenth  Lidiana  infantry,  of  my  staff,  was  struck  hy 
a  ball  and  knocked  from  his  horee  by  my  side.  So  aoon  as  the  enemy  were  re- 
pulsed, I  addreaaed  myself  to  reforming  Enell's  bi-igade  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
vancing it  to  recover  lie  lost  ground.  Order  being  restored,  and  a  sufficiently 
solid  formation  acquired  to  warrant  aji  advance,  I  led  the  brigade  back  in  per- 
son and  reoecupigd  the  ground  from  which  it  had  been  forced — the  site  on  which 
it  bad  been  originally  fonned.  In  this  advance  my  horse  was  twice  shot,  the 
second  one  proving  fatal.  I  dismounted  one  of  my  orderlies  near  me  and  took 
bis  horse.  In  this  advance  a  portion  of  Cai'lin's  brigade  participated,  led  by 
General  Carlin.  Estep's  battery,  attached  to  Buell's  brigade,  accompanied  the 
advance.  Scarcely  had  this  lost  ground  been  i-epoasessed  when  the  enemy 
emerged  from  the  woods  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  cornfield  and  commeaced 
to  cross  it.  He  was  formed  in  two  lines,  and  advanced  firing.  The  appearance 
of  his  force  was  large.  Fortunately,  re-enforcements  were  at  hand.  A  compact 
brigade  of  Sheridan's  division  not  hitherto  engaged  was  at  the  moment  cross- 
ing the  field  in  rear  of  the  position  then  occupied  by  Bueli's  brigade  and  the 
poition  of  Carlin's.  Thia  fresh  brigade  advanced  handsomely  into  action,  and, 
joining  its  fire  to  that  of  the  other  troops,  most  materially  aided  in  repelling  a 
most  dangerous  attack,  but  this  was  not  done  until  considerable  loss  had  been 
inflicted  on  us.  The  enemy  advanced  near  enough  to  cut  down  so  many  horses 
in  Estep's  batteiy  that  he  could  not  bring  off  his  guns,  but  as  our  infantry  held 


>y  Go  Ogle 


EEPOKT    OF   MAJOR    GEKERAL    THOMAS.  89 

hs  ground,  they  did  not  fall  into  the  bauds  of  the  enemy.  After  the  attack  had 
been  repelled,  some  of  the  men  of  the  brigade  of  Sheridan's  division  kindly 
drew  the  pieces  to  the  ravine  or,  rather,  dip  in  the  ground  iu  rear  of  the  ridge 
OQ  which  the  battery  was  posted  where  Captain  Estep  retook  possession  of  them. 
For  this  act  of  soldierly  fraternity  and  kindness  I  desire  pnblicly  and  ofEcially 
to  return  my  thanks  and  those  of  my  dirision  to  the  troops  who  rendered  it; 
and  I  regret  that  I  do  not  know  the  number  of  the  brigade  and  the  name  of  its 
commander,  that  I.  might  more  distinctly  signalize  them  in  my  report.  The 
day  was  now  far  spent ;  in  trntt  it  was  near  sunset.  No  further  serions  de- 
monstrations were  made  hy  the  enemy  on  our  immediate  front. 

The  troops  were  posted  in  a  strong  position  to  resist  a  night  attack ;  the 
brigade  of  Sheridan's  division  and  Bueil's  bi'igade  being  in  juxtaposition,  the 
former  on  the  right  and  the  latter  on  the  left.  Harker's  brigade  was  held  as  a 
reserve  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  on  the  western  side  of  the  road,  and  Bradley's 
battery  was  posted  near  to  it,  covering  the  troops  in  the  front  lines.  Just  after 
nightfall  a  sharp  fire  ran  along  the  line,  caused  by  some  movement  of  the 
enemy,  which  at  first  was  taken  for  an  advance,  but  in  the  end  proved  to  he 
nothing  more  than  a  pidket  demonstration.  Jaded,  worn,  and  thirsty,  the  men 
laid  down  on  their  arms  to  pass  a  cheerless  and  comfortless  night  on  the  battle- 
field. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  record  here  a  Samaritan  deed  rendered  to  my 
division,  during  the  night  by  Colonel  Harrison,  of  the  thirty-ninth  Indiana,  and 
a  part  of  his  mounted  regiment.  The  men  were  very  thirsty,  hut  the  distance 
to  water  was  so  gi-eat  that  but  few  could  hope  to  get  permission  to  go  for  it. 
During  the  night  Colonel  Harrison  brought  to  ns  some  five  hundred  c     ■  " 

good  water.    They  were  distributed  among  my  men  as  ecjuitably  a 
and  proved  the  cooling  drop  to  the  thirsty  soldiers. 

Estep's  battery  was  refitted  during  the  night,  and  was  ready  for  service  the 
next  morning. 

Between  midnight  and  daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  20th  I  received  an 
order  to  more  my  command  to  a  position  on  the  slope  of  Missionary  ridge,  to 
be  held  there  as  part  of  the  reserve  of  the  ai'my  in  the  coming  conflict  of  the 
morning.  The  movement  was  quietly  and  sttccessfully  made.  In  the  early 
morning  I  was  directed  to  move  my  division  eastward  from  the  slope  of  Mis- 
sionary ridge  and  take  the  position  hitherto  occupied  by  Negley's  division,  keep- 
ing my  left  in  constant  communication  with  General  Brannan's  right.  Colonel 
Barnes's  brigade,  of  Van  Oieve's  division,  was  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  ser- 
vice during  the  day.  Placing  his  brigade  on  the  left,  Harker's  in  the  centre, 
and  Buell's  on  the  right,  {the  whole  formed  in  two  lines,  the  front  one  deployed, 
the  second  in  doable  column  closed  in  mass,  with  their  batteries  following  and 
supporting,)  I  advanced  my  command  and  occupied  the  position  assigned.  In 
doing  so  I  met  no  opposition  from  the  enemy,  I  was  instructed  not  to  invite 
an  attack,  but  to  be  prepared  to  i-^el  any  effort  of  the  enemy.  In  throwing 
out  skirmishers  to  cover  my  front  I  ai-oused  the  enemy,  and  had  quite  a  sharp 
affair  with  him.  By  a  very  imprudent  advance  of  his  regiment,  done  without 
an  order.  Colonel  Bartleson  (moving  himself  in  advance  of  his  troops)  was  shot 
from  his  horse  and  either  killed  or  very  severely  wounded,  it  was  impossible  to 
decide  which,  on  account  of  the  proximity  of  the  place  where  he  fell  to  the 
enemy's  lines.  He  was  an  accomplished  and  gallant  officer,  and  a  hightoned, 
pure-minded  gentleman.  His  loss  is  a  serious  disadvantage  to  his  regiment  and 
ta  the  sei-vice.  The  position  my  command  then  occupied  closed  the  gap  in  our 
lines  between  Sheridan's  left  and  Brannan'.8  right.  Although  I  had  not  been 
seriously  engaged  at  any  time  during  the  morning,  I  was  well  satisfied  the 
enemy  was  in  considerable  force  in  my  immediate  front,  coasecLuently  I  was  ex- 
tremely vigilant. 
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Such  was  tho  state  of  the  hattle  in  my  immediate  vicinity  whea  I  received  the 
following  order: 

"Headquabters  Department  of  the  Ccmberland, 

"  Septem,ber  20 — 10,45  a.  m, 
"  Brigadier  General  Wood,  Commanding  Division  ; 

"The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  close  up  ou  Reynolds  as  fast  as 
possible  and  support  him. 

"Respectfully,  &c., 

"lEiNK  a    BOND, 

'  Majo?  and  Aide  de  Cavip  " 

I  received  the  order  ahout  11  o'clock  At  the  moment  of  it'(  leceipt  I  was 
a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  centie  of  my  command  Geaeia!  McCook 
was  with  me  when  I  receiTcd  it  I  informnd  him  that  I  would  immediately 
carry  it  into  execution,  and  suggested  that  he  should  close  up  his  command 
rapidly  on  my  right  to  prevent  the  oceunence  of  a  gap  in  my  Imes  He  said 
he  would  do  so,  aad  immediately  rode  away  I  immediately  despatchpd  my  staft 
officer  to  the  brigade  cnmmandei  with  the  necessary  oiders,  and  the  movement 
was  at  ouce  heguu,  Reynolds'''  division  was  posted  on  the  left  of  Biannan'g 
diviaion,  which  in  turn  was  on  the  left  of  the  po''ition  I  was  juit  quitting 
I  bad,  consequently,  to  pass  my  comm-uid  in  the  rewof  BrannanS  di^ibion  to 
close  up  on  and  go  into  the  suppoi  t  of  Reynolds  bo  soon  as  I  had  got  the  com- 
mand, and  learaed  where  and  how  it  was  designed  to  hrmg  my  command  into 
action,  (I  did  not  know  General  Reynolds's  position,)  I  rode  forward  to  find 
Gfeneral  Reynolds,  hut  in  my  search  for  him,  I  met  Major  General  Thomas,  to 
whom  I  communicated  the  order  I  had  received  from  the  commanding  general, 
and  desired  to  know  where  I  should  move  my  command  to  support  General 
Reynolds. 

Genera]  Thomas  replied  that  General  Reynolds  did  not  need  support,  but 
^at  I  had  better  move  to  the  support  of  General  Baird,  posted  on  our  extreme 
left,  and  who  needed  assistance.  I  exhibited  my  order  to  him,  and  asked  him 
whether  be  would  take  the  responsibility  of  changing  it.  He  replied  he  would, 
and  I  then  informed  him  I  would  move  my  command  to  the  support  of  General 

I  requested  General  Thomas  to  furnish  me  a  staff  officer  who  conld  conduct 
me  to  General  Baird,'  which  he  did,  ■ 

Taking  this  staff  officer  with  me',  I  rode  at  once  to  Barnes's  brigade,  and  di- 
.rected  the  staff  officer  to  conduct  it  to  and  report  it  to  General  Baird.  I  then 
rode  to  the  other  two  brigades  for  the  purpose  of  following  with  them  in  the 
rear  of  Barnes's  brigade,  to  the  assistance  of  General  Baird.  When  I  re-formed 
them,  I  found  the  valley  south  of  them  swarming  with  the  enemy.  It  appeared 
that  when  I  moved  ray  command  to  go  to  the  support  of  General  Reynolds 
that  the  gap  thus  made  in  our  lines  was  not  closed  by  the  troops  on  my  right, 
and  that  the  enemy  poured  through  it  very  soon  in  great  force.  The  head  of 
his  column  struck  the  right  of  Buell'a  brigade,  and  cutting  off  a  portion  of  it, 
forced  it  over  the  adjacent  ridge,  whence  it  retired,  as  I  have  subsequently 
learned,  with  the  vast  mass  of  fugitives  from  the  troops  on  our  extreme  right, 
towards  Rossville.  In  moving  to  the  support  of  (Jeneral  Reynolds,  naturally 
following  the  shortest  route,  I  moved  through  the  woods.  My  two  batteries, 
Estep's  and  Bradley's,  could  not  follow  theii-  brigade  through  the  woods,  and 
consequently  were  compelled  to  make  a  short  detour  to  the  left  to  get  into  the 
open  fields  on  the  slope  of  the  ridgej  intending  to  move  thence  parallel  to  their 
brigade.  But  they  were  caught  in  this  movement  by  the  rapidly  advancing 
columns  of  the  enemy,  JEstep's  guns  were  captured,  {in  the  neighborhood,  as  I 
understand,  of  infantey  of  the  right,  which  might  have  supported  him  if  it  had 
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stood,)  while  Bradley's  battery,  more  fortunate,  succeeded  in  getting  over  the 
ridge,  and  drew  off  towavda  Eosaville  with  the  tide  of  fugitives  aettiug  strongly 
in  that  directioa. 

For  further  details  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  these  batteries,  at  this  stage 
of  the  action,  I  must  refer  to  the  reports  of  Captains  Bradley  and  Estep. 

I  will  only  remark  that  their  movements  did  not  occur  under  my  immediate 
observation,  hut  took  place  beyond  the  reach  of  my  infantry  sopport.  I  am 
fully  satisfied,  from  all  I  have  learned,  that  neither  Captain  Bradley  nor  Estep 
can  be  censured  for  what  occurred. 

When  I  discovered  the  enemy  is  force  in  the  valley  south  of  my  command, 
I  at  once  dinned  his  iutentions  and  appreciated  the  terrible  hazard  to  our  army 
and  the  necessity  for  prompt  action.  His  object  was  clear ;  having  turned  our 
right  and  sepaiated  a  poition  of  our  force  from  the  main  body,  he  was  seeking 
the  leai  of  our  '<jlid  lines  of  battle,  to  attack  it  in  reveree.  Loping  thus  to  cut 
our  commuGication  with  Chattanooga,  and  capture  and  destroy  the  bulk  of  our 
army.  I  had  with  me  at  this  time  but  one  brigade,  Barker's,  and  a  portion  of 
Enell's.  I  immediately  formed  a  line  across  tte  valley,  facing  southward,  de- 
termined, if  possible,  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  He  was  in  full  and 
plain  view  in  the  open  fields,  and  it  was  evident  his  force  far  outnumbered 
mine,  but  I  felt  that  this  was  no  time  for  comparing  numbers ;  the  enemy  at 
all  hazards  must  be  checked.  I  was  without  the  support  of  artillery,  and 
knew  I  bad  to  depend  alone  on  the  musket.  I  formed  my  line  in  a  skirt  of 
woods  reaching  across  the  valley.  In  front  of  me  was  the  open  fields,  aci'oss 
which  the  euemy  was  advancing.  It  was  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  get 
poBseasioQ  of  the  fence  which  bounded  the  field  on  the  northern  side.  My  line 
was  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  yards  from  the  fence  oo  the 
north  of  it,  while  the  enemy's  line  was  perhaps  as  much  as  three  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  south  of  it.  In  person  I  ordered  the  ISSth  Ohio,  Colonel  Opdyke, 
commanding,  to  advance  and  seize  the  fence ;  there  was  a  momentary  hesitation 
in  the  regiment  to  go  forward.  Its  gallant  colonel  immediately  rode  in  front  of 
the  centre  of  his  regiment,  and  taking  off  his  hat  called  on  his  men  to  ad- 
vance. His  regiment  gallantly  responded  by  a  prompt  advance,  as  men  ever 
will  under  the  inspiration  of  such  leadership.  The  regiment  t[uickly  lined  the 
fence,  whence  a  sharp  fire  was  opened  on  the  enemy.  Soon  tlie  64th  Ohio, 
Colonel  Mcllvain  commanding,  followed  and  formed  along  the  fence  on  the  left 
of  the  125th  Ohio.  This  bold  and  rapid  offensive  movement  seemed  to  take 
the  enemy  by  surprise,  and  disconcerted  his  movements,  for  his  hitherto  ad- 
vancing lines  halted.  The  other  regiments,  65th  Ohio  and  3d  Kentucky,  Ma- 
jor Brown  commanding  the  former,  and  Colonel  Dnnlap  the  latter,  of  Harker's 
brigade,  with  the  586h  Indiana,  of  Colonel  Buell's  brigade.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Ombree  commanding,  was  formed  on  the  right  of  the  125th  Ohio,  higher  up  the 
fence,  and  on  a  hill  dominating  the  field  in  which  the  enemy  had  halted.  The 
lasth  Ohio  and  64th  Ohio  again  advanced,  and  took  position  behind  a  copse  of 
woods,  near  the  centre  of  tlie  field,  the  now  dabafable  ground  of  the  contend- 
ing bodies.  The  movements  of  the  enemy  at  this  moment  were  so  singalar, 
and  his  bluiTed  and  greasy  and  dusty  uniform  so  resembled  our  own  when  tra- 
vel-stained, coupled  with  the  fact  that  it  was  expected  a  part  of  McCook's  com- 
mand would  come  from  that  direction,  (the  terrible  disaster  to  his  force  oo  the 
right  not  being  then  known  to  us,)  that  for  a  few  minutes  the  impression  pre- 
vailed and  the  cry  ran  along  the  line  that  the  troops  in  front  of  us  were  our 
own.  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  the  thought  of  firing  on  our  own  comrades 
in  arms  being  too  ten-ible  to  contemplate.  In  a  few  minutes,  however,  the  delu- 
sion was  dispelled,  the  enemy  commencing  to  advance  again  in  a  way  that  left 
no  doubt  of  his  identity,  for  he  advanced  firing  on  us.  I  do  not  mention  this 
singular  mistake  on  account  of  its  possessing  any  particular  importance  per  se, 
but  rather  to  record  it  as  an  instance  of  the  strange  delusions  that  sometimes 
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occur  on  the  Lattle-fleld  without  any  Bufficieut  cause,  and  without  tlie  possibility 
of  a  reaeonahlc  explanation.  This  mistake  was  the  more  remarkahle,  as  the 
enemy  was  probably  not  more  than  three  hundred,  certainly  not  over  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards  distant,  and  was  halted  in  a  broad  open  field.  But  for  this 
mistake  we  could  have  punished  him  most  severely  at  the  time  he  was  halted. 
The  sun  was  now  about  high  noon,  possibly  it  may  have  been  as  late  as  12.30 
p.  m.,  when  the  195th  Ohio  and  64th  Ohio  advanced  to  the  copse  in  the  open 
iield.  I  ordered  Colonel  Opdyke  to  line  the  southern  side  of  the  copse  with 
skirmiahei-s,  with  a  view  to  annoying  and  delaying  the  progress  of  the  enemy. 
As  he  advanced  he  inclined  to  his  left,  evidenUy  with  the  intention  of  outflank- 
ing my  line,  and  turning  my  right.  This  movement  of  the  enemy  made  it  neces- 
sary that  I  should  gain  a  position  in  which  I  could  form  a  snorter  and  more 
compact  line,  in  which  my  right  would  be  more  protected  by  natural  obstacles. 
I  accordingly  retired  my  command  to  a  nan'ow  and  short  ridge,  which  shoots 
out  nearly  at  right  angles  as  a  spur  from  the  general  ridge,  which  is  parallel 
to  the  Kossville  and  Lafayette  road.  The  short  and  nan-ow  ridge  extends 
athwart  the  valley  in  a  nearly  east  and  west  course.  The  abruptness  of  the  de- 
clivity on  either  side  of  it  almost  gives  to  this  ridge  the  quality  of  a  natural  parapet. 
Troops  holding  it  could  load  and  fire  behind  it  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy's 
fire  and  then  advance  to  the  crest  of  it  to  deliver  a  plunging  fire  on  the  advanc- 
ing foe.  In  addition,  there  was  a  moral  efiect  in  its  command  over  the  ground 
south  of  it,  which  inspired  the  courage  of  the  troops  holding  it.  Here  I  deter- 
mined to  make  an  obstinate  and  stubborn  stand.  When  G-eneral  Brannan's 
right  was  turned,  {by  the  opening  of  the  gap  in  our  lines  by  the  movement  of 
my  division  to  support  General  Reynolds,)  he  had  been  compelled  to  fall  back 
to  the  general  ridge  enclosing  on  ttie  west  the  valley  in  which  the  great  battle 
was  fought,  which  ridge,  as  already  remarked,  runs  nearly  parallel  to  the  Boss- 
ville  and  Lafayette  road.  When  I  took  position  with  Haiker's  brigade  on  the 
narrow  ridge  extending  partially  across  the  valley,  Greneral  Brannan  formed  his 
command  on  my  right  and  higher  up  on  the  main  ridge,  thus  giving  to  oar 
united  lines  something  of  the  shape  of  an  irregular  crescent,  with  the  concavity 
towards  the  enemy.  This  disposition  gave  us  a  covering  iire  on  the  attacking 
columns.     Colonel  Buell  formed  his  command  with  General  Brannan's. 

When  my  aiTangements  in  this  position  were  concluded,  it  was  probably  one 
o'clock  p.  m. ,0V  a  little  after,  TTie  enemy  did  not  leave  us  long  in 'the  quiet 
poKsession  of  our  new  position.  Soon  a  most  obstinate  and  determined  attack 
was  made,  which  was  handsomely  repulsed.  Similar  attacks  were  continued 
duringthe  whole  afternoon.  To  describe  each  one  in  detail  would  be  tmnecessary 
and  only  add  useless  prolixity  to  my  report.  But  I  deem  it  proper  to  signalize 
one  of  these  attacks  especially.  It  occurred  abont  four  o'clock,  and  lasted  about 
thirty  miuwtes.  It  was  most  unqnestionably  the  most  terrific  musketry  duel  I 
have  ever  witnessed.  Haiker's  brigade  was  formed  in  two  lines ;  the  regiments 
were  advanced  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge  alternately,  and  delivered  their  fire  by 
volley  at  the  commands,  retiring  a  few  paces  behind  it  after  firing  to  reload. 
The  continued  roai'  of  the  very  fiei-cest  miwketry  fire  inspired  a  sentiment  of 
grandeur  in  which  the  awful  and  sublime  were  iutormingled.  But  the  enemy 
was  repulsed  in  this  fierce  attack,  and  the  crest  of  the  ridge  was  still  in  onr 
possession.  Finally  the  evening  shades  descended  and  spread  the  drapery  of 
moonlight  over  the  hardly  contested  field.  The  battle  ceased  and  ray  command 
still  held  the  position  it  had  taken  abont  one  o'clock,  maintaining  with  glorious 
courage  a  most  nnequalled  contest  in  point  of  numbers,  but  our  inferiority  of 
strength  did  not  appal  the  men ;  their  courage  and  steadfast  resolution  rose 
with  the  occasion.  I  do  not  believe  that  history  affords  an  instance  of  a  more 
splendid  resistance  than  that  made  by  Hai'ker's  brigade  and  a  poition  of  Buell's 
brigade  from  1  p.  m.  on  the  20th  to  nightfall.  A  part  of  the  contest  was  wit- 
nessed by  that  able  and  distinguished  commander,  Major  General  Thomas.     I 
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think  it  roust  have  been  near  to  two  o'clock  wkea  he  came  to  where  my  com- 
niaud  was  so  hotly  engaged.  His  presence  was  most  welcome.  The  men  saw 
him,  felt  they  were  battling  under  the  eye  of  a  great  chieftain,  and  their  courage 
and  resolution  received  fresh  inspiration  from  the  eonsciouaness,  At  a  moat 
opportune  time  in  the  afternoon,  probably  between  3  and  3  o'clock.  Major  Gen- 
eral Grranger  arrived  on  the  field  with  two  brigades  of  fresh  troops  of  the 
division  of  General  Steedman.  They  were  bi-ought  into  action  on  the  right  of 
General  Brannon  (who  was  on  my  right)  and  rapidly  drove  the  enemy  before 
them;  this  movement  very  considerably  relicTed  the  preaure  in  my  fi-ont.  The 
gallant  bearing  of  General  Granger  during  the  whole  of  this  mosi  critical  part 
of  the  contest  was  a  strong  le-eniforcement.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to 
signalize  the  presence  with  my  command  for  a  length  of  time  during  the  after- 
noon (present  dui-ingthe  period  of  the  hottest  fighting)  of  another  distinguished 
officer,  Brigadier  General  Garfield,  chief  of  staff.  After  the  disastrous  event  of 
the  right,  General  Garfield  made  his  way  back  to  the  battle-field,  showing 
thereby  that  the  road  waa  open  to  all  who  might  choose  it,  to  follow  it  .where 
duty  eaJled,  and  came  to  where  my  command  was  engaged.  The  brigade  which 
made  so  determined  a  resistance  on  the  crest  of  the  narrow  ridge  during  all 
that  long  September  afternoon  had  been  commanded  by  General  Garfield  when 
he  belonged  to  my  division.  The  men  remarked  his  presence  with  much  satis- 
faction, and  were  delighted  that  he  was  a  witness  of  the  splendid  fighting  they 
were  doing.  Early  in  the  afternoon  my  command  was  joined  by  portions  oftwo 
regiments  belonging  to  Van  Oleve'e  division,  the  seventeenth  Kentucky,  Colonel 
Stout  commanding,  and  the  forty-fourth  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Aldrich  com- 
manding. The  fact  that  these  parts  of  regiments  in  preseving  the  form  of  a 
regimental  organization  did  not  leave  the  field  after  the  disaster  on  the  right, 
where  so  many  other  troops  fled  from  the  contest,  is  certainly  most  creditable 
to  them.  The  fact  also  affords  very  just  ground  for  the  inference  that  if  a  more 
determined  effort  had  been  made  by  the  officers,  many  other  regiments  that  left 
the  field  might  have  been  kept  in  it.  The  i-emaina  of  the  two  regiments  most 
nobly  and  gallantly  aided  my  command  in  repulsing  the  repeated  attacks  of  the 
enemy.  'The  forty-fourth  Indiana  bore  itself  with  special  gallantry.  I  should  do 
injustice  to  my  feelings  were  I  to  omit  to  record  my  testimony  to  the  splendid  re- 
sistance made  on  my  right  by  General  Brannan  and  his  command.  It  was  the 
neplas  ultra  of  defensive  fighting.  About  7  o'clock  p.  m,  I  received  an  order 
from  General  Thomas  to  withdraw  my  command  from  the  field  and  retire  to 
Kossville.  The  order  was  executed  without  noise,  without  confusion,  and  with- 
out disaster.  My  command  left  the  field  not  because  it  was  beaten,  but  in 
obedience  to  an  order.  With  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition  it  could  have  re- 
newed the  contest  next  morning,  and  here  I  can  appropriately  return  my  thanks 
to  Major  General  Granger  for  a  timely  supply  of  ammunition  given  me  duriug 
the  afternoon,  when  that  in  the  cartridge-boxes  and  men's  pockets  was  reduced 
to  two  or  three  rounds  per  man,  and  when  the  prospect  of  being  reduced  to  the 
bayonet  alone  as  a  means  of  defence  seemed  inevibible.  My  own  ammunition 
train  had  been  carried  off  by  the  route  from  the  right.  My  command  reached 
Eossville  about  10  p.  m.,  where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early  next 
morning,  the  Slst,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  took  a  strong  position  on  Missionary 
ridge.  Strong  barricades  against  an  infantry  assault  were  at  once  made.  Dur- 
ing the  day  there  was  some  light  firing  on  my  picket  front,  but  nothing  serious. 
The  enemy  was,  however,  evidently  in  considerable  force  in  my  front.  At  10  p.' 
m.  of  the  21st  my  command,  in  obedience  to  orders,  left  its  position  on  Mission- 
ary ridge  and  withdrew  to  this  place.  Eaa-ly  Tuesday  morning,  the  SiSd,  it  oc- 
cupied its  present  position  in  the  Hue  of  defences,  and  has  since  been  most  con- 
stantly and  actively  engaged  in  strengthening  them.  To  the  officers  and  men 
of  my  command  I  return  my  thanks  for  their  gallant  bearing,  soldierly  conduct 
and  steadfast  courage,  exhibited  both  in  the  contest  of  Saturday,  the  19th,  and 
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Sunday,  the  30tli.  Their  conduct  on  Loth  daya  deserves  all  praise,  and  I  com- 
mend it  to  the  consideration  of  the  commanding  general.  There  were  un- 
donhtedly  instances  of  individual  misconduct  which  deBervereprehen8ion,but  as 
a  whole  the  behavior  of  the  command  was  most  satisfactory.  Of  the  numerous 
killed  and  wounded  I  would  gladly  speak  by  name,  but  the  list  is  too  numerous. 
To  do  so  would  extend  my  report  beyond  all  reasonable  compass.  I  can  only 
here  express  my  s^riotts  condolence  with  the  relatives  and  friends  of  thej,allant 
dead  and  wounded.  The  regiments  and  batteries  in  my  command  rep  e  ented 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan  and  Kentucky.  The  c  t  zens  of 
these  great  and  loyal  States  have  much  cause  to  he  proud  of  theii  repiesenta 
tives  iu  the  late  great  conflict.  They  may  safeJy  trust  their  honor  and  the 
public  weal  to  such  representatives.  For  the  special  commendation  byname  of 
the  more  subordinate  officers  and  menwho  distinguished  themselves  I  must  refer 
the  commanding  general  to  the  reports  of  my  brigade  commanders,  Colonels 
Harker  and  Buel!,  and  their  accompanying  documents,  the  sub-reports  of  regi- 
mental commanders.  Where  so  great  a  portion  of  my  command  behaved  well, 
it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  officers  by  name,  and  perhaps  may  be  regarded  aa 
making  an  invidious  distinction.  Mevertheless  I  consider  it  my  duty,  on  account 
of  their  distinguished  services,  to  commend  to  the  notice  of  the  commanding 
general  Colonel  Dunlap,  commanding  third  Kentucky;  Colonel  Mcllvmii,  com- 
manding sixty-fourth  Ohio ;  Colonel  Opdyke,  commanding  one  hundred  and 
twenty-fifth  Ohio,  and  Captain  Bradley,  commanding  sisth  Ohio  battery. 
I  desire  to  commend  Colonel  Opdyke  especially  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  commanding  general;  the  record  of  his  regiment  (a  comparatively 
new  one  and  never  before  in  a  general  engagement)  in  the  late  battle  will,  I 
am  sure,  compare  most  favorably  with  that  of  the  most  veteran  regiments  en- 
gaged. The  credit  is  mainly  due  to  the  colonel  commanding.  His  untiring 
zeal  and  devoted  attention  to  his  regiment  has  brought  forth  fruits  worthy 
his  efforts.  I  commend  him  to  the  commanding  general  aa  an  officer  capa- 
ble and  worthy  of  commanding  a  brigade.  Colonel  Buell,  commanding  the 
first  brigade  of  my  division,  has  exercised  this  command  about  three  moatha. 
He  bore  himself  with  gi-eat  gallantry  on  the  field,  both  on  Suturday,  19th,  and 
Sunday,  the  SOth ;  with  a  little  more  experience  he  would  make  an  excellent 
brigadier  general,  and  should  receive  the  promotion.  In  my  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Stone  river  I  especially  signalized  the  services  of  Colonel  Harker,  com- 
manding the  third  brigade  of  my  division,  and  earnestly  recommended  himfor 
promotion,  both  as  a  reward  for  his  merits  and  as  an  act  of  simple  justice.  In 
the  late  campaigns  he  has  peculiarly  distinguished  himself;  he  made  two  of  the 
most  daring  and  brilliant  reconnoissances  during  the  campaign — reconnoissances 
almost  without  a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  warfare,  and  his  personal  gallantry 
on  the  battle-field,  the  skilful  manner  in  which  he  handled  his  brigade,  leading 
it  together  ao  well  when  so  many  other  troops  broke,  aud  his  geueriigood  con 
duct,  are  beyond  all  praise.  Tospeak  of  his  services  in  what  I  conceive  to  he  ju  t 
encomium  might  be  considered  fulsome  praise.  I  earnestly  iccommend  him 
for  immediate  promotion  to  the  rack  of  brigadier  general  Rttums  heiewith 
submitted  show  that  I  went  into  action  on  Saturday  with  an  eflectiv  fo  te  ot 
men  and  officers  of  twenty-nine  hundi-ed  and  sixty-five  (2, 165  }  The  return  of 
casualties  shows  that  my  command  lost  in  killed  and  wuundpd  absolutely 
known  to  be  such,  eight  hundred  and  forty-four  (844,)  and  in  killed  wouaded 
and  missing  one  thousand  and  thirty-five  (1,035.)  Takiig  tin,  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  actually  known,  it  will  be  found  to  hi.  tw  ntj  eight  and 
eighty  oae-hnndredths  (28.80)  per  cent,  of  the  effective  force  iiithwh  i,h  I  went 
into  actiott.  But  it  is  fair  to  presume,  as  we  retij'ed  from  the  field  Sunday 
evening,  that  many  of  the  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  reported  missing  were 
either  killed  or  wounded,  and  that  their  bodies  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Taking  the  number  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  it  will  be  fouud  to  be 
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tliirty-four  and  ninety  one-hiindredtbB  (34,90)  per  cent,  of  my  whole  command. 
These  figures  show  an  almost  unparallelnd  loss ;  they  attest  the  sp.verity  of  the 
conflicts  tbrough  which  my  command  passed  on  the  19th  and  20th.  The  rec- 
ord of  its  participation  in  the  great  batfle  of  the  Ctickamauga  is  witten  in  blood. 
Before  closing  my  report,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  com- 
manding general  certain  facts  which  tell  under  my  observation  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  conflict.  On  the  20th,  as  I  was  moving  along  the  valley  with  my 
command  to  the  support  of  General  Reynolds,  in  conformity  with  the  order  of 
the  commanding  general,  I  observed  on  my  left  (to  the  west  of  me)  a  force 
posted  high  up  on  the  ridge.  I  inquired  what  force  it  was,  and  was  informed 
it  was  a  part  (a  brigade  perhapB)of  General  Negley's  division.  I  was  informed 
that  General  Negley  was  with  this  force  in  person.  I  remember  distiuctly  see- 
ing a  battery  on  the  hill-side  with  the  troops  ;  at  the  time  it  was  certainly  out 
of  the  reach  of  any  five  from  the  enemy.  This  was  between  11  and  12  o'clock 
in  the  day,  a  little  later  ia  the  day,  perhaps  half  or  three-fourths  of  an  boor, 
when  I  became  severely  engaged,  as  already  described,  with  a  large  hostile  force 
tliat  had  pierced  our  line  and  tnxned  Erannan's  right,  compelling  him  to  fall 
back.  I  looked  for  the  force  I  had  seen  posted  on  the  ridge,  and  which,  as 
already  remarked,  I  had  been  informed  was  a  part  of  General  Negley's  division, 
hoping  if  I  became  severely  pressed  it  might  re-eaforce  me,  for  I  was  resolved 
to  check  the  enemy  if  possible,  but  it  had  entirely  disappeared;  wbitlier  it  had 
gone  I  did  not  then  know,  but  was  informed  later  in  the  day  it  had  retired 
towards  Rossville,  and  this  information,  I  believe,  was  correct.  By  whose  order 
this  force  retired  from  the  battle-field  I  do  not  know;  hut  of  one  fact  I  am  per- 
fectly convinced,  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  its  retiring.  It  is  impossible 
it  could  have  been  at  all  seriously  pressed  by  the  enemy  at  the  time — in  fact,  I 
think  it  extremely  doubtful  whether  it  was  engaged  at  all.  Near  sundown  of 
the  20th  I  met  General  John  Beatty  not  far  from  where  I  had  fought  the  enemy 
all  the  afternoon.  He  was  entirely  alone  when  I  met  him,  and  did  not  aaem  to 
have  any  special  command.  I  at  once  carae  to  the  conclusion  tJiat  he  had  not 
retired  from  the  battle-field  when  the  balk  of  the  division  he  is  attached  to  did. 
At  the  moment  I  met  him  I  was  engaged  halting  some  troops  that  were  eross- 
■  iug  the  valley  north  and  west  of  my  position,  and  who  appeared  to  hare 
straggled  away  from  the  front,  on  which  General  Thomas's  command  had  fongbt 
all  day.  General  Beatty  desired  to  know  where  I  wished  these  troops  re- 
formed I  pointed  out  a  position  to  him,  and  desired  him  to  re-form  them,  which 
he  said  he  would  do.  I  then  rode  back  to  my  command.  It  is  proper  that  I 
should  remark  that  I  did  aot  see  the  corps  commander  from  about  9J  o'clock 
a.  m.  of  Sunday,  the  20th,  to  some  time  after  sunrise  of  the  21st,  whcm  I  met 
him  at  Rossville,  The  officers  of  my  staff  performed  their  duties  well  ia  the 
late  arduous  campaign,  as  well  in  the  march  and  in  camp  as  on  the  battle-field. 
I  deem  it  due  to  them  to  record  their  names  in  my  official  report,  and  to  thank 
them  individually  for  their  valuable  assistance  and  eo-operation :  Captain  H.  P. 
Briston,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Lieutenant  I.L.  Yary an,  fifty- eighth  Indiana, 
aide-de-camp;  Lieutenant  George  Schefer,  ninety-third  Ohio,  aide-de-camp; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  I.  R.  Palmer,  thirteenth  Michigan,  inspector  general ;  Sur- 
geon W.  W.  Blair,  medical  director ;  Captain  S.  B,  Meyers,  assistant  q^uartermaa- 
ter;  Captain  James  McDonald,  commissary  ot  subsistence;  Captain  William 
!JIcLanghlin,  thirteenth  Michigan,  topographical  engineers ;  Captain  J,  E. 
George,  fifteenth  Indiana,  assistant  commissary  of  musters  ;  Lieuteaant  P.  Haldi 
man,  third  Kentucky,  ordnance  officer ;  Captain  il,  Keiser,  sisty-fourth  Ohio, 
provost  marshal. 

Up  to  the  occupation  of  Chattanooga,  when  his  leg  was  accidentally  broken, 
since  which  time  his  duties  have  been  well  performed  by  Lieutenant  Ehlera,  of 
the  same  regiment.  Captain  Cnllen  Bradley,  sixth  Ohio  battery,  in  addition 
to  commanding  his  own  battery,  ably  perfoi-med  the  duties  of  chief  of  artil 
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lory.  It  affords  me  mucli  pleasure  to  mention  ia  my  official  report  the  true 
courage  and  fiutliftil  devotion  esbibited  thionghont  the  entire  conflict  of  my 
personal  escort.  Early  in  the  conflict  of  Sunday  my  color-bearer  was  wounded ; 
the  colors  were  then  taken  by  Sergeant  Samuel  Goodrich,  company  A,  one 
hundredth  lilinoia,  who  bore  aloft  my  standard  through  the  remainder  of 
the  day,  remaining  with  me  all  the  time.  Private  Robert  Leman,  company  I, 
fifty-eighth  Indiana,  a  member  of  mj  escort,  rode  immediately  in  rear  of  me 
through  the  whole  conflict  of  Sunday,  the  20th ;  whenever  I  called,  this  brave 
and  devoted  boy,  a  youth  not  more  than  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  re- 
sponded. I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  as  accompaniment  to  my  report, 
first,  official  i-eport  of  Colonel  Harker,  commanding  third  brigade,  (with  sub- 
reports  of  regimental  commanders,)  marked  A ;  second,  official  report  of  Colonel 
Buell,  commanding  first  brigade,  with  sub-reports  of  regimental  commanders, 
marked  Bj  third,  return  of  effective  force  taken  into  action  on  the  19  th  Septem- 
ber, 1863,  marked  C;  fourth,  return  of  casualties  in  the  battle  of  the  19th  and 
30th,  marked  D;  fifth,  map  showing  the  various  positions  of  command  in  the 
battle  of  the  19th  and  20th,  marked  E. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  report  of  the  pa  t  c  [^  *t  of  my  command  in  the 
great  battle  of  the  Chickamauga — a  battle  n  wh  ch  the  fate  of  the  proud  army 
of  the  Cumberland  hung  trembling  in  the  balance —  n  truth,  a  battle  in  whose 
results  the  great  nation's  life  seemed  involved  w  thout  letuming  thanks  to  Al- 
mighty Providence  for  His  merciful  del  verance  vo  ehsafed  to  us  from  the 
hosts  of  our  enemies.  For  His  protectio  of  myaelt  through  all  the  dangers  of 
the  bloody  conflict  I  am  humbly  thankful, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  WOOD, 
Brigadier  General  Yolunteers,  Ciinimaniling. 

Captain  J.  P.  Oldehshaw, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Gamp, 


Headquarters  Second  Division  21st  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  Tern.,  September  30.  1863. 

Captain  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  first  day  of  September 
the  brigades  of  Ccuft  and  Groae,  with  Standardt'e,  Eusaell's,  and  Cushiug's  bat- 
teries, marched  from  Dunlap  down  the  Sequatchie  valley,  towards  the  Tennessee 
river.  Hazen's  brigade,  with  Cocknell's  battery,  were  at  the  time  at  Poe's  tavern, 
in  the  Tennessee  valley,  and  not  then. subject  to  my  orders.  On  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember Grose's  brigade  i-eached  the  mouth  of  Battle  creek,  and  the  following 
night  and  next  day  crossed  the  river  on  rafts.  Oruft  was  sent,  by  order  of  the 
general  commanding,  by  way  of  Shellmound,  found  good  boats  and  crossed 
without  difficulty  during  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  of  September;  both  brigades 
were  brought  together  at  Shellmound. 

On  the  5th  of  September  I  received  orders  to  march  to  Whiteside's  Station, 
on  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad,  following  Wood's  division  to  that 
point,  and  then  to  move  up  the  vEdley  of  Running  Water  creek.  In  the  after- 
noon of  that  day  I  followed  Wood  closely,  and  i-eached  "  Cole's  Academy,  in 
Lookout  valley,"  near  Wood.  My  command  remaiued  at  "Cole's  Academy" 
until  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  Septembei-,  and  then  moved 
down  the  Trenton  and  Chattanooga  railroad  to  Hawkins's  Station,  one  and  a  half 
mile,  to  the  rear  of  Wood.    As  Hawkins  information  was  received  from  General 
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Wood  tliat  the  enemy  occupied  Lookout  raouataiii  in  strong  force,  I  at  once 
HRnt  two  regiments  to  reeotiiioitre  the  face  of  the  mountain  to  ascertain  if  it 
could  be  ascended,  and  found  a  gap  accessible  to  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  general  commanding  the  corps  for  hia  approval  of  an  expedition  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain  to  learn  what  the  enemy  was  doing.  I  received  hia 
ippioval,  and  ordered  General  Grose,  with  three  regiments,  to  attempt  the  aa- 
cfnt  at  three  o'clock  next  morning.  About  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
Biigidiei  General  Wood  ciiUed  at  my  quarters  and  told  me  that  he  received 
intiimalion  that  on  the  night  before  the  enemy  had  relieved  his  infantry 
jitketa  along  onr  front  with  cavalry,  and  proposed  to  make  a  reconnoisaanee 
t  jwiida  Chattanooga  with  his  own  division  early  next  morning,  to  be  supported 
\\  lae  I  had  already,  with  the  approval  of  the  general  commanding  the  corps, 
ordered  Colonel  Grose  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  was  not  able  to  meet 
General  Wood's  wishes.  At  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  Colonel 
Grose  marched  in  execation  i^f  his  order,  and  ascended  the  mountain  with  bnt 
little  difficulty;  and  four  o'clock  Captain  Cooke,  of  the  staff  of  the  general 
commanding,  reached  my  quarters,  and  gave  me  information  of  the  evacuation 
of  Chattanooga. 

Under  orders  from  the  general  commanding  the  corps,  at  eight  o'clock  on  the 
9th  inatflnt,  with  Cruft's  brigade,  two  regiments  of  Colonel  Grose,  and  the 
artillery  and  baggage  of  both  brigades,  I  moved  towards  Chattanooga,  following 
Wood's  division  and  all  his  transportation.  The  road  around  the  spur  of  the 
mountain  was  rough  and  blocked  by  the  wagons  of  the  first  division,  in  con- 
sequence the  marcli  was  slow  and  fatiguing.  Upon  i-eaching  the  eastern  base 
of  the  mountain  I  directed  my  march  to  Roasville,  without  passing  through' 
Chattanooga,  and  when  near  there  diove  a  small  cavalry  force  before  me,  and 
halted  at  Rosavilie  for  the  night.  At  five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  10th 
I  received  orders  from  the  general  commanding  the  corps,  directing  me  to  take 
une  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition  for  men  and  five  days'  rations,  and  mai-ch 
on  tlie  Dalton  road,  by  the  way  of  Ringold,  in  praauit  of  the  enemy.  I  was 
ordered  not  to  wait  for  my  train,  bnt  leave  that  under  a  sufficient  escort  to  fol- 
low me.  I  waa  thus'  separated  from  my  supplies,  and  had  with  me  bat  one 
day's  rations.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  make  a  short  march  on  that  day,  with 
the  hope  that  the  supply  t^^in'would  reach  me  during  the  night.  Accordingly 
I  marched  to  Pea  Vine  creek,  within  five  miles  of  Itingold,  and  halted.  Upon 
reaching  tliia  point,  a  small  mounted  force  of  the  enemy  was  seen  in  front,  and 
Captain  Noi'ton,  an  officer  of  great  firmness  and  experience,  was  sent  forward 
with  my  personal  escort  and  a  small  detachment  of  cavalry,  (fourth  Michigan,) 
to  drive  them  off  ThiaemaUpartyattacked  with  great  spirit  and  drove  the  enemy 
a  mile,  and  aa  it  waa  quite  obvious  that  the  parties  of  the  enemy  near  were 
numerous  and  comparatively  strong,  it  rejoined  the  column.  A  few  moments 
after  the  return  of  onr  cavalry,  a  force  of  the  enemy  under  cover  of  a  cloud  of 
dust  chaiged  the  advance  guard,  (four  companies  fii'st  Kentucky,)  at  full  speed, 
threw  it  into  confusion,  and  captured  two  officers  and  fifty-six  enlisted  men, 
'J'iie  pressure  of  other  duties  has  prevented  a  full  investigation  of  this  unfortunate 
affair;  none  of  tiie  excuses  yet  tendered  to  me  are  aatiafactory.  ]  will  for  that 
reaswn,  as  soon  aa  time  will  allow,  bring  the  of&cers  responsible  to  trial  for  what 
seems  to  me  gross  negligence  in  the  performance  of  their  important  duties.  It 
is  due  to  the  regiment  and  all  ita  officers  that  I  should  say,  that  on  all  euhse- 
quent  occasions  during  the  late  operations  all  behaved  moat  creditably.  The 
five  day's  rations  required  by  the  order  of  the  10th  reached  me  daring  the 
night,  and  at  six  o'clock  next  morning  resumed  the  march  by  the  way  of 
Grayaville  in  charge  of  the  baggage  of  my  own  and  Van  Gleve's  division,  he 
having  taking  the  most  direct  route  to  Eingold  over  the  hills.  At  Graysville 
Hazen's  brigade  united  with  the  division,  and  the  whole  moved  to  Ringold  and 
bivouacked  that  night.  It  waa  apparent  on  the  lOth  insiant  that  tlie  enemy 
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were  nmaei'ons  on  our  front  and  riglit,  but  were  rapidly  drifting  aoiith.  Oft  tho 
11th  (j'olonel  Wilder,  supported  by  Vao  Cleve,  pushed  a  large  cavalry  force 
through  Eingold  in  the  direction  of  Dalton.  Reports  from  a  hundred  sources, 
eitlzena,  deaertera,  &c.,  all  pointed  to  Eome,  Georgia,  as  the  point  fixed  for  the 
concentration  of  the  whole  rebel  army. 

At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  September, in  pursuance  of  orders 
received  during  the  previous  nijrht,  I  marched  in  the  direction  of  Gordon's 
mill,  by  the  way  of  Gilbert's,  on  Pea  Vine  creek.  Upon  reaching  the  road  at 
Pea  Vine,  citizens  gave  the  information  that  a  heavy  cavalry  force  of  the  rebels 
had  passed  down  towards  Lafayette  in  the  course  of  the  night.  The  bridge  was 
cut  down  and  the  ford  blocked,  and  signs  of  the  recent  passage  of  retreating 
troops  abundant. 

In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  genera!  commanding  the  corps  before 
refeired  to,  my  command  was  halted  at  the  junction  of  the  Gordon's  Mill  road 
and  the  Lafayette  road  for  several  hours  to  cover  the  march  of  Van  Cleve's 
division,  which  had  crossed  the  Pea  Vine  valley  lower  down,  in  charge  of  the 
transportation. 

A  few  troops  of  the  enemy  were  seen  watching  our  movements.  About  ten 
o'clock  it  was  reported  to  me  that  firing  was  heard  towards  Gordon's  mill. 
I  pushed  Hazen  forward  to  learn  the  cause,  and  effect  a  junction  with  our  forces 
at  the  mill.  This  he  did  with  but  little  trouble.  About  two  o'clock  I  sent  a 
portion  of  Craft's  brigade  up  the  valley  toward  Pea  Vine  church,  to  clear  that 
flank  of  the  enemy,  and  learn  the  cause  of  firing  in  that  directioa.  This  was 
handsomely  done  by  Colonel  Sedgwick  and  Colonel  Einpey,  with  their  re- 
spective reginsents,  and  a  section  of  Standart'a  battery.  About  dark  the  whole 
division  bivouacked  at  Gordon's  mill. 

September  13. — Early  in  the  morning,  Grose's  pickets  were  fired  upon  by  the 
enemy.  After  a  noisy  skirmish  the  enemy  fell  back.  Grose  remained  ia  position 
during  the  day,  watching  a  reconnoiasance  made  by  Van  Cleve  to  the  front, 
and  Gruft  marched  back  to  Pea  Vine  valley  to  support  a  reconnoissanee  by 
Colonel  Welder. 

September  14. — Marched  at  six  o'clock  across  Missionary  ridge  to  Hjirri- 
son's,  in  Chattanooga  valley ;  pushed  one  brigade  two  miles  up  the  valley  to- 
Mitchell's. 

September  15. — Started  at  daylight  for  the  Chickamanga  valley ;  mai'ched  by 
way  of  Crawfish  springs,  and  then  np  the  valley  to  Gowen's,  two  brigades 
occupying  the  crossing  at  Gowen'a,  and  one  was  posted  at  Mathew's,  near  Owen's 

September  16. — Grose  with  two  regiments  and  one  section  of  artillery  croased 
the  creek  and  drove  a  party  of  the  enemy  over  the  hills. 

Septemher  17. — Eai'ly  in  the  morning,  the  enemy's  cavalry  attacked  oiSr 
pickets  at  Gowen's.  After  a  short  skirmish,  were  repulsed  with  some  loss  in 
wounded  and  one  prisoner.  In  the  afternoon,  marched  down  the  creek  towards 
Crawfish  springs,  giving  way  to  the  14th  army  coi-ps. 

September  18.— Orders  were  received  in  the  aftenioon  to  relieve  Colonel 
Barnes,  of  Von  Cleve's  division,  at  the  ford  near  Glenn's,  with  oneof  my  brigades. 
After  putting  Grose  in  position  there,  I  reported  at  department  headquarters, 
and  received  orders  to  march  to  Gordon's  mills  as  soon  as  relieved  by  General 
Kegley.  While  receiving  these  orders,  I  was  called  upon  by  a  staff  officer  of 
Genera!  Negley  for  information  as  to  the  position  of  the  brigade  on  the  creek, 
to  be  relieved,  and  sent  with  hiin  a  staiF  officer  (Lieutenant  Scarritt)  to  guide- 
him,  I  then,  by  written  order,  directed  Colonel  Grose  as  soon  as  relieved  to 
march  toward  Crawfish  springs  and  await  orders.  Brigadier  General  Hazer  i 
was  ordered  to  follow  Grose,  and  Cruft  to  move  in  the  rear.  These  orders  were 
pomptly  issued  and  delivered,  placing  the  movements  under  the  dii  ection  of 
General  Cruft.     I  started  soon  after  to  Gordon's  miU  to  select  a  po.  ition  fot 
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Hiy  coTQmand,  but  Gi-ose  was  not  in  fact  relieved  before  midniglit.  H^zen  and 
Cruft  were  justified  by  my  orders  in  awaiting  his  movement,  and  I  bave  bo 
ijonbt  if  Grose  had  been  relieved  by  seven  o'clock,  as  I  had  every  reason  to 
believe  would  have  been  done,  my  whole  command  would  have  been  in  position 
at  Gordon's  mill  by  teu  o'clock  at  latest.  These  delays,  however,  made  it 
nearly  daylight  before  my  command  was  in  position  on  the  left  of  Van  Cleve's 
division,  and  about  one  mile  north  of  Gordon's  mill.  At  daylight  the  cavaliy 
of  Minty's  brigade  passed  from  the  front  to  the  left,  giving  me  the  information 
that  the  i-oad  along  the  creek  to  my  right  front  was  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
At  about  nine  o'clock,  by  the  oi-ders  of  the  general  commauding  the  corps. 
Colonel  Grose  was  ordered  with  his  brigade  to  reconnoitre  the  Rossville  road,  as 
far  as  McDonald's  cross-roads,  ascertain  if  the  road  was  clear,  and  communicate 
with  Ireneral  Thomas.  Soon  after  this  brigade  had  marched,  firing  was  heai-din 
the  direction  of  Rossville,  which  excited  some  apprehension  for  its  safety,  and 
about  half  past  ten  o'clock  a  messenger  came  in  from  Colonel  Grose,  in  charge  of 
one  of  General  Bragg's  orderlies  taken  prisoner.  From  this  prisoner,  who  was 
sent  forward  to  headquarters,  enough  was  learned  to  satisfy  us  that  the  enemy 
was  near  in  force.  In  answer  to  Odonel  Grose's  inquiry  as  to  whether  he  shoald 
«ngage  the  cavalry  reported  near  him,  without  information  of  the  plans  of  the 
general  commanding  beyond  the  contents  of  my  orders,  and  under  the  belief 
that  the  defence  of  the  positioa  of  Gordon's  mill  was  of  vital  impoitance,  I 
ordei'ed  him  not  to  engage  unless  there  was  a  very  clear  prospect  of  doing  good, 
but  to  return.  About  noon,  I  received  orders  to  move  up  my  whole  division  to 
the  assistance  of  our  troops  then  engaged.  I  moved  at  once,  and  met  Grose's 
brigade  returning.  After  marching  quickly  for  perhaps  a  mile  and  a  half, 
guided  by  the  sounds  of  the  firing,  and  forming  lines  to  the  right  of  the  road, 
I  ordered  Haaen,  who  was  on  the  left,  to  march  in  the  direction  of  the  firing. 
Craft  to  keep  well  close  up  to  him  on  bis  right,  and  Grose  in  reserve,  re-enforcing 
the  right,  and  engs^  as  soon  as  possible.  At  this  moment  I  received  a  note 
from  the  general  commanding  the  army,  which  led  to  a  slight,  but  turned  out 
to  be  a  most  advantageous,  change  of  fortnation.  He  suggested  an  advance  in 
Echelon  by  brigade,  refusing  the  right,  keeping  well  closed  on  Thomas.  This 
suggestion  was  adopted  ;  the  brigades,  at  about  one  hundred  paces  intervals, 
pushed  forward  and  engaged  the  enemy  almost  simultaneously.  At  once  the 
fight  became  fierce  and  obstinate.  From  the  character  of  the  ground,  but  few 
positions  could  be  found  for  the  effective  use  of  the  artillery.  My  batteries  were 
used  as  well  as  was  possible,  but  the  work  was  confined  mainly  to  the  musket. 
Our  men  stood  up  squarely  without  faltering,  and  after  a  struggle  of  perhaps  an 
hour,  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  ground  and  pursued  for  a  considerable 
distance.  The  firing  along  the  line  ceased,  and  skirmishers  were  thrown 
forward,  as  the  ammunitioa  of  the  sixth  and  twenty-fourth  Ohio  volunteers 
was  completely  exhausted,  and  all  efforts  to  get  a  supply  to  them  had  so  fai' 
failed  that  they  were  ordered  back  to  the  open  ground  in  the  rear,  with  the  hope 
that  they  would  meet  the  ammunition  which  was  known  to  be  on  the  way,  and 
be  ready  to  assist  in  the  checking  of  the  enemy's  force,  (which  was  obstinately 
dnvmg  some  troops,  of  what  command  I  am  unable  to  say;)  and  passing  the 
right,  givmg  orders  to  close  up  the  lines,  I  lode  back  to  the  open  ground  from 
which  my  command  had  marched  upon  the  enemy.  I  had  hardly  reached  the 
load  when  some  troops  driven  out  of  the  woods  crossed  the  road  and  were 
puitued  to  the  edge  of  the  road  by  the  enemy.  At  that  moment  one  brigade 
ot  General  Reynolds  passed,  going  to  the  right,  hut  as  they  seemed  likely  to  go 
too  far,  I  requested  Colonel  Robinson,  of  seventy-fifth  Indiana  volunteers,  to 
meet  the  advancing  enemy.  He  did  so  in  fine  style,  and  drove  him  back  for  a 
considerable  distance.  The  officers  and  men  o-t  that  regiment  deserve  gieat 
credit  for  their  gallantry  in  this  affair.  After  Robinson's  regiment  had  moved 
off  under  my  orders,  General  Reynolds  suggested  his  wlthiSrawal  had  left  his 
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battery  without  support.  I  then  ordered  Colonei  Anderson,  with  the  sixth 
Ohio  volunteers,  to  fill  his  hoses  and  remain  there  iinti!  relieved,  and  returned 
to  my  own  lines.  Upon  reaching  them  I  fonnd  my  men  resting,  and  every 
means  was  being  tised  to  fiU  the  cartridge- boies.  Hazen  had  been  relieved  by 
General  Turchin,  who  had  formed  on  Oruft's  left,  and  he  (Hazen)  had  retired 
to  fill  his  boies,  and  protect  some  artillery  which  was  threatened  from  the  rear. 
I  then  committed  the  error  of  directing  Grose  to  move  to  the  right,  to  engage 
in  a  severe  fight  going  on  in  that  direction.  I  only  for  the  moment  saw  that 
our  troops  were  hard  pressed,  and  that  mine  were  idle,  but  did  not  observer 
that  one  brigade  was  notenonghto  reiieve  thera.  While  riding  towards  Cruft's 
brigade  to  order  him  to  move  to  the  right  to  support  Grose,  a  heavy  force  came 
down  npou  bim  and  Tnrchin.  For  ten  minutes  or  more  our  vnsu  stood  up 
under  this  fire,  and  then  the  enemy  charged  them  and  bore  them  back.  Cruft, 
Turchin,  and  all  their  officers  exerted  themselves  with  distinguished  courage,  to 
arrest  the  retreat,  and  I  gave  them  what  assistance  I  could.  It  seemed  as  if 
nothing  would  prevent  a  rout;  but,  as  if  by  magic,  the  line  straightened  up, 
the  men  turning  upon  tbeir  pursueis  witb  bayonet,  and  as  quickly  as  they  tnrned 
and  fled,  were  in  turn  pursued.  Many  prisonere  were  broxight  to  me  at  this 
point  by  soldiers  for  orders.  I  told  them  to  break  their  muskets  and  let  them 
go,  and  then  go  back  to  their  places  in  the  ranks.  By  this  time  the  enemy  bad 
passed  to  their  reaj,  and  I  felt  much  apprehension  for  Hazen.  I  rode  in  the 
direction  of  heavy  firing,  neai-  the  EoasviJle  road,  and  found  him  with  a  part  of 
his  own  brigade  and  a  large  conscription  of  stragglers  and  several  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, resisting  an  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  cross  an  open  field  in  his  front. 
Hie  fire  was  too  hot,  and  they  abandoned  the  attempt.  Very  soon  other  troops 
of  Reynolds's  division  came  np.  Grose  coUected  bis  troops,  which  were  some- 
what scattered.  Cruft  was  ordered  to  fall  back  to  this  point,  oui'  lines  were 
re-formed,  and  the  battle  seemed  over. 

.  Major  General  Thomas,  who  had  been  upon  the  ground  all  day,  gave  orders 
for  the  disposition  of  my  command  for  the  night,  and  the  men,  suffering  from 
cold,  huilt  fires.  About  dark  the  eaemy  made  a  fnrious  attack  upon  General 
'Johnson's  command,  which  I  then  leanied  was  upon  my  left.  I  at  once 
ordered  Craft  and  Hazen  to  proceed  rapidly  to  his  support.  They  moved  off 
with  great  alacrity,  but  did  not  reach  the  scene  in  time  to  participate  in  the 
affair. 

About  eight  o'clock  I  visited  departments  and  corps  headquarters,  and  learned 
that,  from  the  difficulties  of  changing  the  position  of  troops,  it  was  expected  in 
the  anticipated  battle  of  the  next  day  my  command  would  be  subject  to  tho 
immediate  orders  of  Major  General  Thomas,  and  this  information  was  reiterated 
in  orders  received  on  the   morning  of  the  20th  from  the  headquarters  of  the 

Early  on  the  SOth  I  was  directed  by  Major  General  Thomas  to  forni  along 
a  ridge  running  from  northeast  to  southwest,  and  tei-minating  near  the  Ito33- 
ville  road,  closing  on  the  left  on  Johnson's  division.  Intending  to  avoid  what 
seemed  to  me  the  common  error  of  the  day  before,  {too  extended  line,)  Hazen 
and  Cruft  were  put  in  position  in  two  lines,  and  Grose  in  double  column  in  re- 
serve. The  men  hastily  constructed  barricades  of  logs,  rails,  and  other  mate- 
rials, and  awaited  the  attack.  The  engagement  commenced  by  a  furious  assault 
upon  the  position  of  Baird  on  the  extreme  left,  and  soon  extended  along  the 
whole  front.  This  was  repulsed  with  great  slaughter.  Then  a  new  pei-sistent 
attack  was  made,  the  chief  weight  of  which  fell  upon  the  extreme  left.  Some 
troops  posted  there  fell  back.  By  direction  of  General  Thomas  my  reserve 
brigade  made  that  direction  and  took  part  in  the  obstinate  contest  there.  The 
enemy  was  repulsed,  but  Grose  suffered  very  severely.  I  respectfully  refer  to 
his  report  in  reference  to  the  share  his  brigade  took  in  that  bloody  affair.  The 
position  held  by  the  divisions  of  Reynolds,  Johnson,  Baird,  and  my  own,  were 
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frequently  assailed  during  the  day,  bat  were  maintained  firmly  by  the  willing 
men  bellied  tlie  banicades.  A  glance  at  tlie  field  along  the  front  proved  what 
those  efforts  were  costing  the  enemy.  At  two  o'clock  unnsually  heavy  firing 
was  heard  on  the  right  of  our  position,  which  seemed  like  a  detetmioed  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  to  force  the  centre  of  our  line.  Haaen  was  ordered  by 
me  in  that  direetioa.  He  moped  off  rapidly  in  obedience  to  the  order.  I  heard 
his  volley  when  he  went  in,  and  saw  him  no  more  that  day ;  that  hie  commaud 
did  its  duty  I  have  no  doubt;  I  refer  to  Lis  report  for  the  details. 

The  remains  of  Grose's  brigade  had  by  this  time  returned,  and  now  took 
Eaaon's  position  in  the  line,  but  no  foi-midable  attempt  was  made  upon  us 
afterwards. 

The  enemy's  shai-jish outers  were  busy,  and  killed  and  wounded  several  offi- 
cers, and  some  of  our  adventurous  men  tumbled  some  of  thera  from  the  trees 
upon  which  they  were  perched. 

At  about  five  o'clock  I  received  an  order  from  Major  Gfeneral  Thomas,  by  a 
staff  officer,  to  retire.  Under  the  impression  that  it  was  intended  that  I  should, 
after  retiring  towards  the  rem;  of  the  centre,  halt  and  be  prepared  to  resist  the 
attacks  which  were  eomiug  on  both  flanks,  1  sent  my  orders  to  my  brigade 
commanders  and  rode  to  the  Rossville  road  to  await  the  head  of  column.  I 
reached  the  road  and  looked  baek  across  the  field,  some  four  hundred  yards  ;  my 
men  were  half  way  across.  The  enemy  had  already  discovered  the  movement 
and  were  crossing  the  barricades  and  firing.  Batteries  opened  ou  ns  from  the 
left  and  right,  sweeping-the  road  and  field  from  opposite  directions.  It  seemed 
impossible  to  bring  men  across  the  field  in  anything  like  good  order.  Grose 
was  thrown  into  confusion,  but  Cruft  came  off  ia  good  style,  and  both  with  little 
loss.  Cruft'a  brigade  was  retired  slowly  after  leaving  the  field,  frequently 
halting  to  serve  as  a  nucleus  for  the  re-formation  of  our  scattered  troops. 

The  brigades  were  conducted  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  formed,  and  held  until 
large  crowds  of  stragglers  passed;  and  as  I  received  no  orders  from  any  quar- 
ter at  late  dark,  I  gave  order  to  the  brigades  to  descend  into  the  valley,  throw 
out  strong  guards  in  the  rear  and  front,  to  resist  any  possible  attack,  and  msureh 
to  Rossville     The  head  of  the  column  reached  there  at  8  p.  m. 

On  the  iilst  instant  my  command  was  placed  in  position  on  the  ridge,  to 
the  left  of  Ringold  road,  near  Rossville.  Barricades  were  constructed,  and  the 
position  occupied  until  nine  o'clock  p.  m.,  when,  under  orders,  it  was  abandoned, 
and  the  troops  retired  to  their  present  position. 

I  can  only  say,  iu  conclusion,  that  I  am  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  Brigadier 
Generals  Oruft  and  Haaen  and  Colonel  William  Grose,  commanding  brigades. 
They  have  earned  a  real  title  to  my  respect  and  confidence ;  while  subordinates 
of  all  grades  maintained  the  character  for  hai-dy  coura'ge  and  endurance  which 
had  been  won  by  good  sei-vice  upon  many  fields. 

The  ai'tillery,  under  the  general  control  of  Captain  Standart,  chief  of  artillery, 
vFas  used  skilfully,  and  under  all  circumstances  effectively.  Standart  had  two 
and  Gushing  one  gun  disabled  and  abandoned.  Captain  Standart  and  Lieuten- 
ants Russell,  Gushing,  Cockenell  and  Baldwin,  skilful,  gallant  men,  deserve  well 
of  the  conntry.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Martin,  aide-de-camp,  and  Major  MuHe- 
man,  assistant  adjutant  general,  are  missing,  probably  wounded,  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  Captain  Bartlett,  of  seventh  Illinois  cavalry,  commanding  my  es- 
cort, and  Lieutenant  Shaw,  of  the  same  company.exhibited  commendable  courage. 
Captain  D,  W.  Norton  was  wounded  ;  Lieutenants  Scarritt  and  Thomas,  aides, 
behaved  with  great  gallantry.  Captain  Steele,  forty-first  Ohio,  topographical 
engineer,  rendered  most  important  service  on  the  whole  march  from  Duolap  to 
the  battle-field,  and  on  both  days  of  the  battle  was  on  all  occasions  where  duly 
called,  exhibiting  the  highest  courage  and  the  most  ready  intelligence.  My 
thanks  are  due  to  Captain  Rowland,  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  division ;  Lien- 
tenant  Chilton,  commissary;  the  indefatigable  Lieutenant  Peck,  who  had  charge 
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of  transportation  ;  and  that  model  ordnaaee  officer,  Lieutenant  Croxton,  for  tlie 
faithful  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  dutiea.  Dr.  Menzies,  medical 
director,  aided  by  Dr.  Sherman,  and  all  the  medical  officers  of  the  division,  did 
all  that  was  poaeible  by  skill,  animated  by  humanity  and  sense  of  duty,  for  the 
relief  of  the  wonnded.  Private  Ebey,  seventh  Illinois  cavalry,  remained  with 
me  all  day  as  orderly,  but  at  the  close  of  the  battle  on  Sunday  was  wounded 
and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  four  brigade  and  regiibenta,  and  cordially 
approve  the  special  mentions  contained  in  them ;  many  of  the  instances  of  gal- 
lantly and  good  conduct  alluded  to  in  these  occurred  under  my  personal  obser- 
vation. I  add,  Colonel  Sedgwict,  second  Kentucky  regitaect,  remained  with 
hia  regiment  during  both  days' battlea,  kept  it  in  good  order  under  the  heaviest 
fire,  and  brought  it  off  the  field  ready  to  turn  upon  the  enemy  effectively  at  any 
point  or  moment.  1  recommend  bis  promotion.  Colonel  Bippey,  ninetieth  Ohio  vol- 
unteers,  remaiued  with  hia  regiment  during  both  days'  batdea ;  kept  in  good  order, 
exhibiting  great  gallantry  in  resisting  a  charge  of  superior  numbers  on  the  19th 
iustant.  Colonel  Smith,  tbu-ty-first  Indiana  volunteers,  behaved  with  great 
courage  and  coolness.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Heff,  of  tbe  same  regiment,  received 
a  painful  wound  in  the  arm  on  the  19th,  but  refused  to  quit  his  post ;  he  fought 
tlirough  both  days  and  accompanied  his  regiment  on  its  retreat.  Colonel  Wiley, 
forty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  for  courage  and  coolness  on  tbe  19th  and  SOth  ;  be 
kept  the  fii-e  of  his  regiment  under  his  control,  firing  by  order,  and  by  volley. 
Colonel  Sumner,  ninth  Indiana  volunteers,  for  dauntless,  steady  courage.  Col- 
onel Waters,  eighty-fourth  Illinois  volunteei-s,  for  eoui-age  and  steady  composure 
in  battle  and  vigilance  in  camp.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Larey,  thirty-sixth  Indi- 
ana volunteers,  was  wounded  on  Saturday,  remained  with  his  command  duiing 
the  day,  behaved  with  great  courage.  Colonel  Anderson,  sixth  Ohio  volun- 
teers, received  a  painful  wound  on  Saturday,  remained  until  night;  his  cour- 
age and  prudence  deserve  high  praise.  Major  Hrwin,  sixth  Ohio  volunteers, 
assumed  command  after  Colonel  Anderson  was  disabled,  and  acquitted  himself 
well.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Foy,  twenty-tliird  Kentucky  volunteers,  exhibited 
great  courage  and  devotion  to  duty. 

These  special  references  to  of&cers  are  based  upon  my  own  observations  of 
their  conduct,  and  are  not  to  be  understood  to  reflect  upon  others  who  did  not 
act  under  my  eye. 

I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  &c., 

Captain  P.  P.  Oldekshaw, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
True  copy  j 

S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aid e-de- Camp. 
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Casualties  ofiJie 


I  division  lwenly-_first  army  corps,  inilie  halilp  of  the  10/A 
and  20tA  September,  1863. 
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28 
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94 
81 
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65 
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Twenty-fourtii  Ohio  Yolnoteers,  infactry 

Sintli  Ohio  voiunleera,  infantry 

Eigiity.fourth  Illinois  Toiunteei's,  infantry 

Twentj-tliird  Kentucky  Yolumuers,  iufanlry  . 
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Grand  total  sycand  division 

18 
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56 
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7S 
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m 

HEADaUARTEIiS   FiRST  DlVISIOM  RESERVE  CoBPS, 

Army  of  the  Cumbbrlano, 
Chattanooga,  September  26,  1863. 
Majhk  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the 
late  battle  of  Ohickaoxaug-a  Hills. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  tbe  major  genei-al  commanding  the  corps,  my 
command,  coaaisting  of  the  fir3t  and  second  brigades  of  the  first  division  of  the 
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reserve  corps,  the  twenty-second  regiment  Michigan  volnnteere,  and  the  eighty- 
ninth  regiment  Ohio  volunteers,  serving  temporarily  under  my  command,  and 
the  eighteenth  Ohio  battery,  and  compauy  M,  Ilhnoia  artillery,  marched  from 
Bridgeport,  Tennessee,  at  seven  o'clock  a.  m.  oa  the  13th,  and  reached  Roes- 
vilie,  Georgia,  a  distance  of  nearly  forty  miles,  at  eleven  o'clock  a  m.  on  the  14th. 
At  three  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  17th  I  moved,  under  the  orders  of  the  major 
general  commandiHg  the  corps,  with  six  regiments  and  a  battery,  to  reconnoitre 
the  road  in  the  direction  of  Ringold.  I  moved  without  opposition  until  within 
two  miles  of  Ringold,  when  we  encountered  and  drove  in  the  enemy's  pick- 
ets, crossing  the  east  Ohickamaiiga  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  Rin- 
gold. I  placed  a  sectioa  of  ai'tillery  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge  commanding  the 
town,  and  drove  the  enemy  out  of  it.  Discovering  from  the  heavy  clouds  of 
dust  rising  from  the  roads  leading  to  Tunnell  Hill  and  Lafayette  that  large  bodies 
of  troops  were  moving,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  return  with  my  command  as 
epeedily  as  I  could  without  indicating  to  the  enemy  an  intention  to  retire  hastily, 
and  re-crossing  the  Chickamauga  returned  six  miles  towards  Eossville,  bivouack- 
ing for  the  night  at  Battle  springs.  At  eleven  p.  m.  the  enemy,  having  fol- 
lowed as,  threw  six  shells  into  my  camp,  and  then  under  the  cover  of  dfu-kness 
speedily  retired.  At  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  18th,  discovering  no  signs  of 
an  enemy,  my  command  moved  and  reached  Eossville  at  one  o'clock  p.  m.  At 
four  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  18tb,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Major  General 
Granger,  I  sent  Colonel  McOook's  brigade  (it  being  temporarily  under  my  com- 
mand) to  Reed's  bridge,  and  General  Whitaker's  brigade  to  Red  House  bndge. 
At  five  o'clock  Colonel  Mitcli ell's  brigade  was  sent  tore-enforce  Colonel  McOook's, 
who  had  reached  Reed's  bridge  without  opposition,  when  Colonel  Mitchell's  bri- 
gade joined  him.  General  Whittaker  met  resistance,  and  lost  sixty  men  killed 
and  wounded  in  a  severe  skirmish  with  the  enemy's  cavalry.  On  the  morning 
of  the  19th,  (having  received  orders  from  Major  General  Granger  to  do  so,)  I 
withdrew  Colonel  McCook's  and  Colonel  Mitchell's  brigades  from  Reed's  bridge, 
which  bad  been  burned  by  my  order,  before  the  troojM  were  withdrawn.  I 
moved  with  Colonel  Mitchiyl's  brigade  to  the  support  of  Greneral  Whittaker  and 
posted  Colonel  McCook's  brigade  at  the  junction  of  the  Cleavland  and  Rin- 
gold roads.  On  the  morning  of  the  SOth,  McCook's  brigade  was  ordered  on  t» 
the  road  leading  from  the  Ringold  road  to  Dyer's  mill.  ■  At  half  past  eleven 
o'clock,  General  Granger  beci)ming  satisfied,  from  the  heavy  and  receding  soands 
of  artillery,  that  the  enemy  was  pressing  the  left  of  our  line  severely,  ordered 
me  to  move  to  the  battle-field  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  two  brigades  of  my 
command.  General  Whittaker's  and  Colonel  Mitchell's.  I  moved  at  once,  and 
after  marching  five  miles  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  my  left  flank,  and  shell- 
ing my  troops  for  two  miles  of  the  distance,  reached  Major  General  Thomas  and 
reported  to  him  at  half  past  one  o'clock,  p.  m.  Immediately  after  reaching  Gen- 
eral Thomas  I  received  orders  to  move  on  the  enemy  on  the  left  of  General 
Wood's  division.  After  getting  into  position  to  esecute  this  order,  Major  Gen- 
eral Granger  ordered  me  to  move  to  the  right  of  General  Braanan's  division,  which 
order  was  promptly  executed,  and  the  moment  my  troops  were  in  position  they 
moved  on  the  enemy,  and  after  a  severe  fight  of  about  twenty-five  minutes  the 
enemy  was  driven  from  his  position  and  my  troops  occupied  the  ridge  from  which 
they  had  forced  the  enemy.  Slight  skirmishing  was  kept  ap  for  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  attacked  us  furiously,  and  after  severe  fight- 
ing for  about  half  an  hour  we  repulsed  him.  In  a  few  moments  he  renewed  the 
attack  with  increased  force,  and  was  again  repulsed.  Determined  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  ridge,  he  immediately  attacked  os  again,  and  for  about  an  hour  fought 
desperately,  mj-  troops  maintaining  their  position  against  superior  numbers 
until  sis  o'clock,  when,  having  expended  our  ammunition,  the  extra  ammunition 
which  I  bad  with  ray  command,  95,000  rounds,  having  been  taken  to  supply 
General  Brannau's  troops,  who  were  out,  my  troops  fell  back  under  orders,  slowly 
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and  in  gnod  order,  after  retiricg  to  the  second  ridge  in  rear  of  tlie  one  on  which 
tliey  had  fought,  and  resting  half  an  hour.  Finding  the  enemy  did  not  attempt 
pursuit,  all  firing  having  ceased  on  both  sides,  they  retired  under  orders  to  Koss- 
ville  and  occupied  their  former  camp.  The  officers  and  men  of  my  command 
behaved  well,  fought  bravely,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  did  all  that  could  have 
been  expected  of  them  to  insure  the  success  of  our  arms,  to  win  and  hold  the 
bloody  ground  on  which  they  fought.  I  beg  leave  to  reassure  the  major  gen- 
eral commanding  the  corps  of  my  confidence  in  tlie  wiUingness  and  ability  of 
thedivisionto  meet  his  highest  expectations.  Under  other  circumstances  it  might 
be  proper  for  me  to  make  a  more  elaborate  and  detailed  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  command  in  the  terrible  conflict  of  Sunday,  but  as  my  troops  fought  un- 
der the  eye  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  corpa,  I  have  deemed  it  proper 
to  just  briefly  state  in  general  terms  the  prominent  features  of  the  engagement. 
J  respectfully  submit  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of  the  killed,  wounded  and 
missing  in  my  command,  together  with  statements  of  the  losses  in  the  q«arter- 
master's  and  ordnance  departments. 
With  esteem,  reapeetfutly  submitted  : 

JAMES  B,  STEEDMAN, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding  First  Division  Reserve  Curjis. 
Major  J.  S.  Follbrton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
True  copy : 

,  S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Breoel  Major  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 


■wheeler's  raid  into  tennessee. 

Headquarters  Department  of, the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Novemher  2i,  1863. 

General:  Enclosed  herewith  I  havethe  honor  to  transmit  the  reports  of 
Brigadier  General  Robert  B.  Mitchell,  late  chief  of  cavalry  of  this  department, 
Eiigadier  General  George  Crook,  Colonel  E.  M.  McCook,  and  their  subordinates, 
in  their  ehase  of  the  rebel  General  Joseph  Wheeler  during  his  raid  inlo  Middle 
Tennessee,  and  upon  our  communications  early  in  October  last. 

General  Crook  had  been  stationed  at  Washington,  Tennessee,  with  a  force  of 
2,000  effective  men,  with  which  to  guard  the  river  for  a  distance  of  fifty  miles 
up  and  down  from  near  that  place.  On  the  30th  of  September  he  reported  by 
courier  to  Majot  General  Eosecrana  that  the  enemy  was  trying  to  cross  at  Oot- 
tonport  fen-y,  and  the  next  day  from  Smith's  cross-roads,  that  he  had  crossed 
a  force  subs«!queutly  ascertained  to  number  from  5,000  to  6,000  men.  He  was 
ordered  by  General  Itosecrans  to  gather  together  all  the  cavalry  and  mounted 
infantry  that  he  could  and  start  in  pursuit.  The  pursuit  was  pushed  most  vig- 
orously, and  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  overtaken  about  two  miles  from 
McMiunville,  and  here,  ss,  at  every  other  point  when  overtaken,  they  were  charged 
with  the  aabre,  before  which  they  could  not  stand.  At  Farmington  our  forces 
under  General  Crook  had  a  severe  engagement  with  the  enemy,  capturing  four 
guns  and  compelling  him''  to  retreat,  although  his  numbers  far  exceeded  ours. 
The  pursuit  was  kept  up  with  vigor  until  he  finally  crossed  the  Tennessee  river, 
leaving  his  rear  guard  and  two  more  pieces  of  artillery  in  General  Crook's  hands. 
For  the- particulars  of  the  operations  of  his  command  I  refer  yon  to  his  report. 

The  route  taken  by  Wheeler  in  this  raid  was  from  Cottonport,  across  Waldron'a 
ridge  and  the  Cumberland  mountains,  to  McMinnviile  ;  thence,  by  way  of  Mur- 
freesboro',  Shelbyville,  Farmington,  and  Pulaski,  to  a  ford  pf  the  Tennessee, 
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about  three  miles  above  tlie  mouth  of  Elk  river,  which  he  crossed  on  the  9lh  of 
Ocoher. 

Brigadier  General  Mitchell  join od  in  the  pursuit  on  the  4th  of  Octoher,  mo- 
ving from  Andersou's  Gap  on  that  day  with  the  first  division  of  cavalry  up  thi; 
Sequatchie  valley,  through  Dunlap,  and  continued  on,  after  leaving  McMinnville, 
until  he  overtook  Brigadier  General  Crook  at  Mur frees boro',  where  he  assumed 
command,  the  whole  force  being  concentrated  seven  miles  from  Shelhyville. 

Colonel  E.  McCook  started  in  pursuit  on  the  1st  of  October  from  Bridgeport, 
and  proceeded  as  far  as  he  was  ordered,  namely :  to  Anderson's  cross-roads, 
■where  he  had  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  which  reflects  great  credit  upon 
himself  and  his  men. 

I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  last-named  officers  for  particulars. 

Colonel  A.  0.  Miller,  seventy-second  regiment  Indiana  volunteers,  eommand- 
ing  the  mounted  infantry,  also  started  in  pursuit,  September  30,  from  Blythe'a 
ferry,  andjoined  General  Mitchell  in  time  to  assist  him  in  driving  the  rebel  fioddy, 
with  his  command,  out  of  North  Alabama, 

This  pursuit  is  unsurpassed  for  its  energy  and  the  travery  and  endurance  of 
the  of&cers  and  men  engaged  in  it,  and  prevented  the  execution  of  an  extensive 
plan  of  deatniction  to  ouv  communications,  and  plunder,  rapine,  and  murder 
throughottt  Middle  Tennessee  and  Northern  Alabama,  in  which  Roddy  and  Lee 
were  to  co-operate  with  Wheeler,  It  cost  the  enemy  six  pieces  of  arr.iUery  and 
aboat  9,000  men,  including  the  killed,  captured,  and  deserted. 

Enclosed  I  also  send  some  papers  captured  from  the  rebels  near  Trenton  by 
a  scouting  party  from  General  Hooker's  command,  among  which  is  an  official 
report  of  his  raid  by  the  rebel  Wheeler  himself,  in  which  he  forgets  to  mention 
the  loss  of  four  of  his  gnns  at  Earmingtou.  Hia  report  is  probably  eijually 
truthful  in  other  respects. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  V.  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  XJ.  S.  A.,  WasMngion,  D.  C. 


Headuoartgrs  Chief  op  Cavalry, 

DgPA GTMBNT  OF  THE  (JOMBIiHLANII, 

Deokerd,  Tenn.,  October  20,  1S63. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  your  information,  a  report  of  cav- 
alry operations  which  came  under  my  notice  and  direction  in  the  pursuit  of 
Wheeler  and  Roddy  in  their  raids  upon  ourrear. 

From  the  time  1  left  Anderson's  Gap,  which  was  on  the  4th  day  of  October, 
the  first  division  of  cavalry  acted  directly  under  my  command.  General  Crook 
having  moved  directly  from  Smith's  cross-roads  towards  McMinnville  with  the 
BeeonddivisionofcavaliyandWilder's  brigade  of  mounted  infantry,  I  moved  on  the 
morning  of  October  4,  up  Sequatchie  valley,  through  Dunlap,  and  up  the  moun- 
tains towards  McMinnville,  and  after  a  toilsome  march  up  and  over  the  mountain, 
bivouacked  at  nine  o'clock  for  three  hours,  and  agMn  commenced  my  march 
towards  McMinnville.  Arrived  at  McMinnville  at  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th,  and  after  stopping  long  enough  for  the  horses  to  be  fed  and  the  men 
to  make  a  cup  of  coffee,  continued  the  march  on  the  Mnrfreesboro'  road,  the  en- 
emy and  General  Crook's  command  having  both  preceded  me  in  that  direction. 
I  continued  the  march  till  midnight ;  and  hearing  from  General  Crook  that  he 
had  arrived  in  Mnrfreesboro',  and  that  the  enemy  had  passed  the  place  without 
attacking  it,  I  encamped  at  midnight  on  Cripple  creek,  eight  miles  fr6m  Mur. 
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freesljoro',  on  tho  Woodbury  pike,  having  made  in  the  twenty-four  houi'3  pre- 
ceding a  march  of  fifty-two  milea  with  the  whole  division. 

Octoher  6. — I  inarched  at  daylight  into  Murfreesboro',  where  I  halted  the 
command  to  draw  rations,  (jenecal  Crook  moved  on  in  pursuit  at  9  a.  m.,  hia 
command  having  commenced  drawing  rations  the  evening  previouB ;  and  as 
SHOD  as  the  first  division  had  drawn  rations  I  followed  with  it,  all  moving  on 
the  Shelbyvilie  pike.  On  the  road  out  I  met  parties  of  bridge  guards  whom 
Wheeler  had  captured  on  hia  routet  but  had  not  time  or  means  fo  take  along, 
as  his  movements  were  very  precipitate.  The  whole  command  was  brought 
together  seven  miles  from  Shelbyvilie,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and  scouts 
sent  out  to  find  the  direction  the  enemy  had  gone;  returned  without  gaining 
any  definite  information. 

October  7. — I  moved  forward  to  Shelbyvilie  with  Crook's  command,  leaving 
the  first  division  in  camp  until  the  direction  and  movements  of  the  enemy  were 
more  fully  ascertained.  I  found,  before  reaching  Shelbyvilie,  that  the  enemy 
had  divided  into  three  columns — one  moving  to  the  left  to  attack  Wartrace, 
another  moving  on  the  direct  road  into  Shelbyvilie,  and  the  third  turning  to  the 
right  and  going  towards  TJnionvilie.  I  also  learned  that  the  party  that  went 
towards  Wartrace  had  returned  during  the  night  and  joined  the  main  command, 
I  immediately  sent  Colonel  McOook,' commanding  the  first  division  of  cavalry, 
orders  to  strike  off  to  the  right,  direct  for  Unionville,  by  the  nearest  practicable 
route,  and  started  General  Crook  with  his  division  and  the  mounted  infantry 
on  the  Farmington  road,  that  being  the  one  the  enemy  had  taken  after  sacking 
Shelbyvilie,  the  main  body  taking  the  Unionville  road.  As  soon  as,  his  com- 
mand had  moved  out  I  returned  via  the  Shelbyvilie  pike,  and  joined  McCook's 
division  near  Unionville.  I  had  ordered  MeCook  to  keep  down  the  north  aide 
of  Duck  river,  which  he  did,  having,  however,  turned  to  the  left  after  reaching 
Unionville,  and  after  following  the  route  the  right-hand  column  of  the  enemy 
had  taken,  again  turning  to  the  right  and  moving  directly  down  the  river, 
Lhereby  forcing  one  division  of  the  enemy  (which  had,  I  think,  originally 
intended  to  go  to  Columbia,)  back  to  the  south  side  of  the  river.  At  dark  I 
crossed  the  division  to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
forage  for  the  command,  and  bivouacked  six  miles  from  Farmington,  and  com- 
municated with  Crook's  at  Farmington.  He  had,  during  the  day,  been  severely 
engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Farmington,  and  with  marked  success ;  for  the 
details  of  which  I  refer  you  to  his  report. 

I  neglected  to  mention  that  in  the  morning,  while  returning  from  Shelbyvilie 
to  join  the  first  division,  I  found  Colonel  Minty's  brigade  still  in  camp,  he  claim- 
ing that  he  had  had  no  orders  to  move  out.  I  immediately  ordered  him  to 
move  at  once  and  join  his  command,  knowing  that  General  Crook  had  intended, 
and  .supposed  he  had  mai-ched,  and  that  he  was  in  his  place  with  his  command. 

October  8. — I  recrossed  Duck  river  at  daylight,  and  moved  down  the  north 
bank  again  to  Caney  springs,  where  I  turned  to  the  left  and  took  the  Lewis- 
burg  road,  crossing  on  my  rout©  again  to  the  south  side  of  the  river.  Arrived 
at  Lewishurg,  I  found  the  enemy  had  a!l  united,  and  were  retreating  on  the 
road  towards  Connerville  and  Pulaski,  and  that  General  Crook  was  following 
Lhem  with  his  command  as  fast  as  possible.  I  marched  till  9  p.  m.,  and  bivou- 
acked ten  miles  (Vom  Pulaski,  on  the  plantations  of  Messrs.  Laird  and  Wood. 

October  9. — Moved  again  at  daylight,  and  passed  on  through  Pulaski,  learn- 
ing here  that  the  enemy  had  taken  the  Lamb's  Ferry  road,  and  were  marching 
night  and  day  to  get  across  the  Tennessee  river.  I  followed  on  till  noon,  and 
then  throwing  out  all  weak  and  lame  horses,  I  moved  the  column  rapidly  for- 
ward, hoping  to  overtake  the  enemy  ere  they  crossed  the  river  ;  but,  on  arriv- 
ing at  Rodgeravilie,  eight  miles  from  the  river,  T  found  General  Crook  just 
returning  from  the  river,  and  learned  from  hiin  that  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in 
getting  across  the  river,  not,  however,  without,  during  the  day,  losing  a  rear 
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guard  of  about  70  men,  which  General  Crook  had  captured  from  them.  I  then 
bivouacked,  and  the  next  morning  (October  10)  took  a  regitnent,  and,  accom- 
panied by  General  Crook,  visited  the  ford  where  they  had  croaaed,  whicli  I 
teamed  from  citiaeas  to  be  a  good  one,  and  one  at  which  they  eould  cross  dt 
moviag  even  ten  and  twelve  men  abreast.  I  found  in  Kodgersville  about 
Sf52,000  worth  of  cotton,  owned  by  the  confederate  government,  which  I  directed 
General  Crook  to  destroy.  1  moved  during  tlie  afternoon  out  six  miles  on  the 
Httntiville  road,  having  concluded  to  return  with  the  command  towards  Ste- 
venson via  HantBvilie. 

October  11. — Marched  on  through  Athena,  making  an  easy  march,  and  en- 
camped at  night  on  Limestone  creek ;  General  Crook's  command  encamphig 
three  miles  from  Athens,  on  Beaverdam  creek, 

October  12. — Resumed  march  at  daylight,  and  arrived  at  Hnnfsville  aboiit 
10  a.  m.,  where  I  gained  information  that  the  rebel  General  Boddy  had  crossed 
the  river  at  Gantersville,  and  had  the  evening  previous  passed  through  Marys- 
ville,  in  the  direction  of  Winchester  andDeckerd,  I  immediately  changed  the 
direction  of  my  column,  and  moved  out  on  the  New  Market  road,  intending 
to  march  all  night  and  overtake  him  before  he  struck  the  railroad.  It  began  to 
rain  jiist  before  dark,  and  about  dark  my  advance  met  an  enemy,  much  to  my 
Bui-prise.  I  ordered  them  to  move  steadily  and  cautiously  forward,  and  shortly 
a  brisk  skirmish  ensued,  some  of  the  time  the  contending  parties  being  so  close 
they  eould  distinctly  see  each  other's  faces  by  the  flash  of  their  guns.  The  rain 
coming  down  in  torrents,  and  total  darkness  surrounding  us,  1  was  compelled 
reluctantly  to  halt  and  bivouack. 

October  13. — I  moved  the  command  forward  at  daylight,  and  found  the  enemy 
had,  dorine  the  night,  retreated.  On  reaching  New  Market,  I  learned  that  the 
force  I  had  met  was  Roddy's  cavaliy,  and  it  had,  after  meeting  my  troops  the 
previous  evening,  suddenly  countermarched  to  New  Market,  and  taken  tho 
road  to  Sulphur  springs  and  Athena.  It  seems,  from  all  the  infonnation  I  could 
gather,  that  fioddy  had  crossed  the  Tennessee  at  Guntersville  with  his  com- 
mand, atid  was  moving  to  strike  onr  communications  in  the  vicinity  of  Deckerd 
and  Cowan,  probably  intending  to  co-operate  with  General  Wheeler  in  hie 
movements.  The  defeat  and  precipitate  retreat  of  Wheeler  across  the  Tennea- 
see  probably  materially  interfered  with  his  arrangements,  for  on  arriving  at 
Branchville,  three  miles  from  Salem,  he  suddenly  countermarched  his  column 
and  started  back  for  the  river.  At  New  Market  I  threw  out  all  my  unservice- 
able horaes,  and  with  the  remainder  of  the  division  stai'ted  on  in  pursuit,  having 
previously  sent  an  order  to  General  Crook,  who  was  moving  up  from  Hnnts- 
ville,  on  the  Maysville  road,  to  strike  for  Athens  by  the  nearest  possible  route, 
.hoping  thereby  to  reach  there  ahead  of  Roddy,  or  at  least  to  strike  him  in  the 
flank.  I  followed  with  all  possible  speed,  but  the  heavy  raina  and  muddy 
roads  rendered  it  impossible  to  make  very  great  speed,  and  at  3. o'clock  p.  m,  I 
discontinued  tlie  pursuit,  not  having  been  able  up  to  that  time  to  overtake  their 
rear  guard,  and  feeling  satisfied  that  before  I  could  overtake  tbem  it  would  be 
dark,  and  under  cover  of  the  night  they  would  be  able  to  cross  the  river.  I 
also  sent- orders  to  General  Crook  to  discontinue  his  pursuit  and  move  toward 
Deckerd.     At  night  I  encamped  at  Kelley'a  mill,  on  Beau  fork  of  Flint  river. 

October  14  — Marched  with  the  firat  division  to  Branchville,  and  bivouacked. 
It  rained  all  day  in  torrents,  and  the  roada  had  been  previously  rendered  almost 
impassable  for  the  artillery,  saying  nothing  of  the  labor  the  horses  had  in  get- 
ting over  the  muddy  roads.  The  men  were  completely  drenched,  and  I  tliiiik 
it  was  altogether  one  of  the  most  disagreeable  daya  I  ever  moved  a  column. 
Colonel  Long,  with  his  brigade,  arrived  about  dark  from  Fayetteviile,  where  he 
had  been  ordered  by  General  Crook,  when  leaving  Rodgersville,  and  encamped 
on  Bean  creek,  near  Salem. 

October  15. — I  moved  on  towards  Deckerd  this  morning,  hoping  to   find 
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rationa  for  my  command,  bat  soon  after  passing  Salem  I  r 
cation  from  Colonel  Hoblitzeli,  whom  I  had  despatched  from  New  Market  for 
them,  informing  me  that  there  was  nut  a  ration  to  be  had.  1  at  the  same  time 
received  a  communication  from  General  Rosecrana,  directing  me  to  leave  one- 
half  of  my  command  on  Flint  river,  and  the  remainder  station  at  Winchester. 
I  accordingly  directed  General  Crook,  who  had  just  come  op  with  his  com- 
mand, to  coontermarch  and  take  post  at  or  near  Flint  river,  and  put  the  iirst 
division  into  camp  about  four  miles  from  Winchester.  I  came  immediately  to 
Deckerd,  and  finding  there  was  little  probability  of  obtaining  rationa  for  my  com- 
mand, I  went  at  once  to  Stevenaon  and  attended  personalty  to  their  being  pro- 
vided, and  succeeded  that  night  at  midnight  in  starting  to  the  first  division 
three  days'  rations.  The  morning  of  the  16th  I  had  a  train  also  started  for 
General  Crook's  command  on  Flint  river,  but  it  was  obliged  to  return  on  account 
of  bridges  having  been  destroyed  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad. 

I  think  the  record  of  the  cavalry  service  during  the  entire  war  cannot  show 
a  more  severe  campaign  than  the  one  my  command  has  just  closed.  There  was 
scarcely  an  hour  during  the  whole  pursuit  that  the  horees  were  unsaddled  ;  for 
days  and  nights  together  the  men  were  in  the  saddle,  almost  constantly  on  the 
march,  and  some  days  making  as  high  as  fifty-three  and  fifty-seven  miles. 

Take  again  into  consideration  the  fact  that  a  greater  part  of  the  time  the 
troops  were  out  of  rations,  and  our  hasty  movements  giving  them  little  or  no 
time  to  forage  on  the  country ;  that  the  nights  were  very  cold,  and  the  men 
without  overcoats,  and  I  think  the  campaign  challenges  comparison  with  any 
service  performed  during  the  war.  Tet,  with  all  the  severe  duty  and  hardships 
necessaiily  devolving  upon  the  men,  they  made  not  a  murmur;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, seemed  only  anxious  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  accomplish  the 
object  for  which  we  had  started,  namely,  to  overtake  and,  if  possible,  destroy 
the  enemy's  cavalry ;  and  whenever  we  did  succeed  in  reaching  them  they 
proved  that  they  were  ready  and  competent  to  do  this.  I  only  regret  that  the 
precipitancy  of  their  movementa  after  the  engagement  at  Farmington  prevented 
us  from  again  overtaking  their  main  body,  though  on  the  last  day  of  their  flight 
Generiil  Crook  captured  their  rear  guard. 

For  further  details  concerning  our  movements,  I  must  refer  yon  to  the  reports 
of  the  division  commanders  and  tlieir  subordinates.  Your  particular  attention 
is  called  to  the  brilliant  affair  at  Anderson's  cross-roads,  on  the  day  the  trains 
of  Greneral  Thomas's  corps  were  burned,  inwhich  the  first  Wisconsin  and  second 
Indiana  cavalry  were  engaged.  Although  the  troops  of  Colonel  McCook's 
division  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  save  the  trains,  the  action  of  these  two  re^- 
mental  commanders,  when  they  did  arrive,  (Colonel  La  Grange,  first  Wisconsin, 
and  Major  Presdie,  second  Indiana,)  is  no  less  commendable.  The  gallantry  and 
daring  of  Colonel  La  Grange  were  very  conspicuous,  and  he  handled  his  regi- 
ment with  great  skill.  I  consider  him  one  of  tne  moat  promising  young  officers 
in  the  cavalry  command.  'Ihe  damage  done  the  cavalry  from  the  time  of  their 
crossing  the  Tennessee  river  cannot  be  definitely  stated.  We  pursued  them  so 
closely  and  vigorously  that  they  had  but  little  time  to  destroy  our  communica- 
tions, and  the  results  of  thtir  raid,  I  think,  may  be  summed  np  so  that  when 
General  Wheeler  strikes  his  balance  sheet,  the  debts  and  credits  will  be  on  the 
wrong  sides  of  the  sheet  to  give  him  a  very  large  net  profit.  We  captured  six 
pieces  of  artillery,  and,  including  killed,  wounded,  prisoners,  and  deserters,  I 
think  ihey  recrossed  the  Tennessee  river  with  between  two  and  three  thousand 
fewer  men  than  they  started  out  with. 

W4(  «»***•> 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  division  and  brigade  commanders  for  the  untiring 
energy  and  zeal  they  evinced  during  the  entire  pui-suit.  The  troops  of  their 
commands  did  all  it  is  possible  for  troops  to  do  t^i  second  the  endeavors  of  their 
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Miinniatiders,  and  when  I  thank  them,  as  I  do,  for  the  fatigues  and  gallant  fight- 
ing which  they  did,  I  do  it  in  all  earneatnesa  and  sincerity,  realizing  and  appie- 
cintiug  their  labors  and  snfferingu.  A  simple  mention  of  their  marches,  of  the 
iigbting  at  Anderson's  cross-roads,  at  McMinnville,  and  at  Farmingtan,  is  as 
proud  a  record  aa  any  hody  of  troops  need  crave. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ilOBERT  B.  MITCHELL. 

Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Reynolds,  Chief  of  Staff. 


HfiADtirARTERS  Srcond  Cavaluy  Devisiox, 

Maysville,  Alabama,  November  5,  1863. 

Major  !  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  that  on  tlie  S3d  of  September  I  was 
ordered  by  the  commanding  general  of  the  department  to  proceed  to  Washing- 
ton, Tennessee,  with  my  command,  numbering  about  two  thousand  (2,000) 
effective  men,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  fords  along  the  Tennessee  river 
for  a  distance  of  some  fifty  {50)  miles.  The  roads  leading  to  the  different  fords 
and  ferries  were,  in  many  cases,  five  miles  apart.  Between  these  points  there  were 
practicable  fords  almost  every  half  mile.  It  was  impossibJe  to  patrol  along  the 
bank  of  the  river  between  these  roads,  and  to  go  from  one  to  the  other  required 
118,  in  many  instances,  to  make  a  detour  of  ten  and  even  fifteen  miles.  It  was  at 
one  of  these  intermediate  points  that  the  enemy,  dismoanting  his  men,  crossed 
and  established  himself  on  the  noi-th  bank  of  the  river  with  a  force  far  superior 
to  mine,  commanded  by  Major  General  Wheeler.  I  immediately  informed 
General  Bosecrans  of  the  lact,  who  ordered  me  to  gather  all  the  cavalry  and 
mounted  infantry  and  pursue  the  enemy,  who  had  crossed  the  river  for  tbe 
purpose  of  making  a  raid  in  the  rear  of  our  lines.  Learning  the  enemy  was 
crossing  Waldron's  ridge,  opposite  Smith's  eroaa-roada,  I  collected  together 
the  first  and  second  brigades  of  mj  division,  commanded  respectively  by  Col- 
onels Minty  and  Long,  and  Captain  Stoke's  Board  of  Trade  battery,  and  as- 
cended the  mountain  some  five  miles  sonth  of  Smith's  cvoes-roade,  directing 
Colonel  Miller,  commanding  brigade  of  monnted  infantry,  to  join  me  on  top  of 
the  mountain  that  night;  bnt  he  did  not  join  me  until  next  morning,  when  I 
resumed  the  niarch,  entering  the  Sequatchie  valley  at  Pitt's  cross-roads, 
lea  '  g  h  re  that  the  enemy  had  divided  his  forces,  one  portion  under  General 
Wh    t         cending  the  Cumberland  monntains  at  Pikeville,  while  the  remainder 

d  G  eral  Wheeler  had  passed  down  the  valley  and  would  ascend  the 
m       t  t  Dnnlap'e,  concentrating  at  some  point   beyond  the  Cumberland 

m  ta  nd  then  move  on  McMinnville;  I  also  found  here  that  the  enemy 
h  d  fourteen  hoars  the  start  of  me.     I  took  the  intermediate  road,  Bobi- 

n     t  and,  although  the  mountain  was  very  bad  to  ascend  at  this  place,  I 

succeeded  ta  getting  up  my  entire  command  that  night.  Next  morning,  after 
marching  some  ten  miles,  I  atruck  Wharton's  trail  where  he  ciime  into  the  Roiii- 
son  trace.  I  did  not  meet  any  of  bia  force,  except  some  stragglers,  until  I 
arrived  at  the  deacent  of  the  mountain,  where  he  had  left  some  abarpshooters  to 
oppose  my  advance.  I  dismounted  part  of  the  fourth  Michigan,  it  being  in  the 
advance,  and  drove  them  before  me,  they  leaving  five  of  their  dead  and  one 
wounded  on  the  field.  After  descending  the  moantaiu,  I  found  the  countiy 
rocky  and  brushy — no  place  for  cavalry  to  operate.  As  aoon  as  I  could  get 
my  infantry  down  the  mountain  I  dismonuted  them,  sending  them  so  as  to  com- 
pletely surround  their  force,  holding  mj  cavalry  as  a  support.  In  this  way  I 
had  Colonel  Crew's  Texas  brigade  completely  surrounded  in  a  space  not  over 
ten  acres,  my  men  under  cover  and  his  exposed.     My  men  poured  several  vol- 
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leys  iuto  tietn,  but  by  this  time  it  had  become  so  dark  that  we  could  not  tell 
friend  from  fue.  Under  cover  of  darkness  they  broke  through  my  lines,  my 
men  not  firing  for  fear  of  shooting  each  other. 

The  figbt  lasted  for  a  couple  of  hours  after  night,  the  remainder  of  Wharton's 
division  coming  to  Crew's  support.  My  loss  was  forty-six  killed  and  wounded. 
The  enemy's  loss  is  not  definitely  known.  We  found  some  ten  of  their  dead 
close  by  the  road,  and  a  good  many  of  their  wounded  scattered  along  the  road 
in  houses.  I  pushed  on  after  them  early  next  morning,  and  could  not  ascertain 
their  loss.  I  left  instructions  with  the  citizens  to  collect  them,  and  give  them 
all  proper  attention.  I  saw  nothing  of  the  enemy  until  within  a  couple  of  miles 
of  SfcMinnviUe,  where  some  of  his  seoute  fired  into  us.  On  arriving  at  Mc- 
Minnvilie,  I  found  the  garrison  had  surrendered  without  making  any  resistance. 
The  enemy  sacked  the  place,  destroying  a  great  deal  of  public  and  private 
property,  and  left  in  the  direction  of  Murfreesboro'.  I  was  also  informed  by 
an  intelligent  Union  man  that  he  counted  four  thousand  (4,000)  of  the  enemy, 
and  saw  enough  more  that  he  was  unable  to  count  to  make  up  fully  six  thousand 
(6,000,)  After  leaving  McMinnville.  I  became  satisfied,  from  the  time  occupied 
by  his  force  in  passing  a  given  point,  he  had  between  five  thousand  and  six  thou- 
sand (5,000  and  6,000)  men — my  own  force  at  this  time  numbering  about  three 
thousand  five  hundred  (3,500.)  I  bad  not  marched  more  than  two  miles  on  the 
Murfreesboro'  road  before  I  came  upon  his  rear  guard,  posted  in  the  edge  of  a 
woods,  who  commenced  skirmishing  with  my  advance.  Being  satisfied  that  the 
guard  intended  to  detain  us  so  that  the  main  body  could  march  unmolested,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Long  to  send  a  regiment  ahead  to  make  a  sabre  charge.  The 
second  Kentucky,  Colonel  Nicholas  commanding,  with  Colonel  Long  at  their 
head,  made  a  most  gallant  charge  of  some  five  miles,  breaking  through  his  lines, 
killing  and  wounding  several  of  his  men,  capturing  eleven  prisonei's,  and  driv- 
ing the  remainder  into  the  main  column,  compelling  him  to  turn  round  and  give 
me  figbt.  When  I  arriyed  with  the  main  column,  I  found  tlie  enemy  drawn  up 
in  line  of  battle  in  the  edge  of  a  woods,  a  large  field  between  ns,  with  high  fences 
intervening.  I  dismounted  my  infantry,  and  with  my  artillery  drove  them  out 
of  the  woods,  he  forming  in  another  thick  jungle  a  short  distance  in  the  rear. 
Tbe  figbt  lasted  for  two  hours,  until  after  dark,  when  I  camped  in  the  field. 
Here  again  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  number  of  bis  killed  and  wounded,  but 
left  instructions  for  the  citizens  to  collect  them.  I  learned  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  enemy  to  take  Murfreesboro',  and  then  go  to  Lavergne,  destroying 
the  railroad  between  these  two  points,  and  that  he  had  sent  sq^uads  of  men  who 
were  lamiliar  with  the  country  to  destroy  telegraphic  communication  between 
Murfreesboro'  and  Nashville,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing.  I  tried  to  get  a 
despatch  through  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Murfreesboro'  to  hold  out  until 
I  could  get  there,  hut  the  courier  could  not  get  through.  At  Readyviile  I  crossed 
over  on  to  tlie  Liberty  pike,  so  as  to  get  between  them  and  Lavergne,  and  also 
to  prevent  them  from  ambushing  me  on  tbe  road.  By  this  move  I  drove  them 
off  in  the  direction  of  Sbelbyville.  I  found  every  person  at  Murfreesboro'  in 
great  conetemation,  and  overjoyed  to  see  us.  They  were  momentarily  expect- 
ing an  attack  from  the  enemy,  and  felt  that  their  force  was  too  weak  to  repel 

I  found  here  an  officer  of  the  engineer  department,  who  was  very  kind  and 
energetic,  giving  me  all  tbe  assistance  in  his  power.  Through  tbe  want  of 
proper  attention  to  duty  on  the  part  of  the  assistant  quarterm^ter  and  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  I  was  unable  to  procure  anything  for  my  men  ftnd  horses 
until  nearly  morning,  (although  I  had  marched  forty-one  miles  that  day,  and 
my  men  had  had  no  rations  for  five  days,)  greatly  retarding  my  march.  The 
next  night  I  camped  two  miles  beyond  Guy's  Gap.  From  this  point  I  sent  my 
scouts  in  different  directions,  who  brought  prisonere  from  the  enemy's  camp. 
Genera!  Mitchell,  with  the  first  cavalry  division,  came  up  with  us  here.     Nest 
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Rioriimg  I  was  ordered  by  him  to  march  on  the  road  to  Farmington,  south  of 
Dnck  river.  About  three  milee  from  Shelbyville  I  found  Davidsoa'a  division 
encamped  on  Duck  river,  some  two  milea  north  of  the  road.  The  brigade  of 
mounted  infantry  being  in  the  advance,  and  seeing  the  enemy's  ranks  in  confu- 
sion, 1  ordered  them  to  charge  on  horseback.  They  drove  the  enemy  a  short 
distauce  into  a  eedar  thicket,  and  then  dismounted  them.  At  the  same  time 
ordered  Colonel  Long's  brigade  to  the  front,  and,  headed  by  Colonel  Long, 
made  a  most  gallant  sabre  charge,  driving  the  enemy  thirteen  luiles,  killing  and 
caplairing  a  great  many  rebels.  The  enemy  made  another  stand  in  a  cedar 
thicket,  where  it  was  impossible  for  the  cavalry  to  operate,  I  sent  the  mounted 
infantry  to  the  front  as  soon  as  possible,  where  they  soon  dislodged  the  enemy, 
who  made  again  a  stand  on  the  main  road,  and  were  driven  from  tiiis  point, 
falling  back  towards  Farniington,  skirmishing  as  they  retreated.  About  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  from  Farmington  I  found  him  posted  in  force  in  a  dense  eedar 
thicket.  I  at  once  dismonnted  my  infantry,  and  deployed  them  on  each  side  of 
the  road.  When  I  attacked  Davidson's  diviaiou  in  the  morning,  breaking  through 
it,  part  of  his  column  went  to  the  right.  Fearing  that  it  would  tura  my  flank, 
I  sent  back  instructions  to  Colonel  Minty,  whose  position  was  in  the  rear  of  the 
column,  to  move  to  the  right  and  anticipate  them.  1  supposed  that  Colonel 
Minty  had  ean'ied  out  my  instructions,  but  when  I  arrived  at  Faimiiigton  I 
learned  from  one  of  my  staff  officers,  much  ,to  my  chagrin  and  surprise,  that 
Colonel  Minty  was  not  with  me.  The  absence  of  Colonel  Miuty  and  some  five 
hundred  {500)  men  left  at  Murfreesbovo',  having  been  dismounted  during  the 
march,  left  me  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  (1,500)  effective  men.  Finding 
the  enemy  vastly  superior  to  me,  I  left  one  regiment  of  cavalry  to  protect  my 
rear,  holding  the  other  two  regiments  as  a  support  to  the  infantry,  the  country 
being  impracticable  for  the  cavahy  to  operate  in.  The  enemy's  battery  was  posted 
in  the  cedar  thicket,  some  four  hundred  yards  distant  from  me,  pouring  into  me 
a  heavy  fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  shell,  and  made  one  or  two  charges  on  my 
men,  at  the  same  time  attempting  to  turn  both  of  my  flanks.  At  this  critical 
moment  I  crdered  Oaptdn  Stokes  forward  with  his  battery  to  operate  upon  the 
enemy.  He  could  only  find  position  for  one  piece,  which  was  in  full  view  of 
the  battery,  and  not  over  three  hnndred  and  fifty  yards  distant.  They  turned 
their  fire  from  the  inftintry  on  to  Captain  Stokes's  battery,  mowing  down  his 
ho  s  nd  men.  The  captain  sighted  his  own  piece,  and  in  three  shots  he  dis- 
abl  d  e  of  their  pieces,  blowing  up  a  caisson,  and  throwing  their  ranks  into 
c  nfna  n  At  this  moment  my  infantry,  making  a  charge,  broke  throiigh  the 
n  n y  s  In  ,  scattering  them  to  the  right  and  left,  capturing  four  guns,  some 
vr  g     e  and  several  prisoners.     The  enemy  then  being  in  aa  open  country,  I 

0  d  d  0  1  nel  Long  to  the  front  to  make  a  sabre  charge,  but  they  had  the 
reals  ba  aded  so  as  to  render  it  impossible.  It  was  now  getting  dark.  I 
went  into  camp  near  Farmington, 

Had  Colonel  Minty,  with  his  brigade,  been  thereat  the  time  the  enemy  broke, 

1  should  have  thrown  him  on  the  left  flank,  and,  as  things  turned  out  since,  I 
would  have  captured  a  large  portion  of  bis  command,  together  with  all  of  hia 
artillery  and  transpoi-tation.  I  learned  here  that  I  fought  General  Wheeler 
with  his  entire  command.  That  night,  aft«r  the  flghting  had  ceased.  Colonel 
Minty  with  his  brigade  joined  me,  stating  that  he  had  no  orders  to  marcli  with 
me.  From  this,  together  with  a  disposition  manifest  during  the  wliole  cspedi- 
tiott  to  frusti'ate  my  designs  in  a  covert  manner,  I  deprived  hini  of  his  command 
and  sent  him  to  the  rear.  I  sent  my  scouts  out  in  different  directions  that  night, 
and  learned  that  a  large  portion  of  the  enemy  had  gone  towards  Pulaski.  Be- 
ing satisfied  that  they  w.ere  making  for  the  Tennessee  river,  and  that  the  portion 
cut  off  would  join  them  hy  other  roads,  I  the  nest  morning  pursued  tliem  on 
the  Pukski  road,  reaching  that  point  that  night.  I  found  to-day  that  their  re- 
treat, instead  of  a  mai-ch,  was  a  rout.     Their  rear  gaard  left  Pulaski  as  1  came 
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in  sight  of  the  town.  On  this  day'a  march  I  found  that  the  night  before  a 
portion  of  their  cut-off  came  into  the  road  ahead  of  u8  at  Lewiaburg,  On  the 
march,  the  nest  day,  another  portion  came  into  the  road  six  miles  south  of 
Pulaaki. 

I  found  that  their  men  were  deserting  and  Bcattering  over  the  country,  and 
learned  of  a  great  many  wounded  being  left  along  the  road  and  through  the 
counliry.  The  enemy  left  some  two  or  three  regiments  at  Sugar  creek,  a  strong 
position,  to  oppose  my  advance;  hut  instead  of  fighting  them  at  long  range,  as 
they  expected,  I  ordered'  a  sabre  charge.  The  fifth  Iowa,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Patrick  commanding,  being  in  advance,  made  a  most  gallant  charge,  breaking 
through  their  lines,  killing  ten,  wounding  nine,  capturing  some  seventy  prison- 
ers, and  scattering  the  remainder  to  the  mountains.  From  this  on  I  met  with 
only  a  few  stragglers  on  the  road.  When  within  eight  miles  of  the  river,  al- 
though my  horses  were  very  tired,  I  galloped  most  of  the  way  to  the  river,  and 
there  found  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  at  a  ford  but  little  known  of  and  just 
above  Elk  river,  where  twelve  could  cross  abreast.  I  went  into  camp  at  Eodg- 
ervifle.  General  Mitchell  with  the  first  division  coming  up  that  night,  and  from 
that  point  1  was  ordered  with  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  to  Stevenson  ma 
Iluatsville.  On  arriving  at  Huntsvillo,  General  Mitchell  learning  that  the  rebel 
General  Roddy  was  passing  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  went  iu  i)ui;8uit  of 
him,  but  he  escaped  toward  Athens.  I  was  then  ordered  to  Winchester,  and 
thence  to  this  place,  I  have  since  learned  that  Genera!  Lee,  with  five  thousand 
(6,000)  men,  reached  Courtland  the  same  day  that  Wheeler  crossed  the  river. 

Itoddy,  with  about  one  thousand  eight  hundred  (1,800)  men,  had  crossed  to 
the  north  baJik  of  the  river  at  Gnatersville,  both  he  and  Lee  being  ordered  to 
join  Wheeler;  hut  the  latter  was  driven  out  of  the  State  and  across  the  river 
before  a  junction  could  be  efi'ected. 

I  have  since  learned  that  at  Fannington  the  enemy  left  on  the  field  eighty- 
six  of  their  dead  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  wounded,  while  many  of 
their  wounded  were  taken  up  by  citizens  through  the  country,  of  which  I  have 
no  account.  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  from  the  time  he  crossed  the  viver  near 
Washington  until  he  re-croeaed  near  Elk  river,  judging  from  the  difference  in 
the  length  of  his  column  in  coming  in  and  going  out  and  other  satisfactory  evi- 
dence, I  am  fully  satisfied  is  not  less  than  two  thousand  (2,000 )  men.  One 
entire  regiment,  the  fourth  Alabama,  deserted  and  scattered  through  the  mount- 
ains. My  loss  during  the  entire  trip  was.  fourteen  killed  and  ninety-seven 
wounded.  I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  the  gallant  Colonel  Monroe,  of  the 
one  hundred  and  twenty-third  Illinois,  who  fell  while  bravely  leading  on  his 
regiment  at  the  battle  of  Farmington. 

It  is  hard  to  distinguish  individual  cases  of  bravery  and  gallantry  when  all, 
both  officers  and  men,  have  done  so  nobly.  Notwithstandmg  the  fatigue  and 
severe  hardships  under  which  the  men  suffered,  having  but  thiee  days'  rations 
in  twenty  days,  many  of  them  nearly  naked,  and  several  times  exposed  to  a 
cold  di-cnehing  rain,  yet  they  never  complained,  but  were  always  cheerful  and 
ever  ready  to  perform  all  duties  rec[uired  of  them. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  CEOOK, 
Brigadier  Guieral  Commanding. 


Headquakters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  the  Cumbkrland, 

Winchester,  Tenn.,  Octoher  33,  1863. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at  11  a.  m.  of  the  1st  instant,  I  re- 
ceived 3  despatch  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed)  from  department  head- 
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qnarters,  informing  me  that  tte  enemy  had  croased  the  Tennessee  river  in 
heavy  force  at  or  neav  Waatington  with  designs  upon  our  trains  and  communi- 
cations, and  ordering  me  to  move  to  Anderson's  cross  roads. 

I  was  at  that  time,  with  three  (3)  reffiments — first  Wisconsin,  second  and 
fourth  Indiana,  and  one  (1)  section  of  a  battery.  Lieutenant  Newell  command- 
ing, of  the  second  brigade — at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  forty-five  (45)  miles  from 
that  point.  The  other  regiment  of  that  brigade  {second  East  Tennessee)  was 
guarding  fords  and  ferries  in  the  vicinity  of  Jasper, 

The  first  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  second  Michigan,  which  was  at 
Eyler's  and  Bankin's  ferries,  was  at  Caperton's  ferry,  where  they  had  been 
placecl,  pursuant  to  orders,  to  observe  the  mavements  of  the  enemy  aod  prevent 
hia  crossing  in  that  vicinity.  The  third  brigade  was  at  Bellefoute,  except  the 
fifth  Kentucky,  which  was  at  Kelly's  ferry.  I  immediately  moved,  with  the 
three  regiments  and  section  of  artillery  of  the  second  brigade  above  named,  in 
the  direction  of  Anderson's  cross-roads,  at  the  same  time  despatching  ordei^  to 
Colonel  Campbell  to  move  his  command  with  all  possible  haste  and  join  me  at 
Jasper,  giving  directions  to  Colouel  Watkins,  commanding  third  brigade,  to 
move  \ip  to  Caperton's.  I  moved  at  10  o'clock  p.  m„  expecting,  to  reach  An- 
derson's by  daylight,  but  owing  to  a  heavy  and  incessant  fall  of  rain,  which 
continned  during»tbe  whole  day  and  night,  the  roads  became  so  slippery  and 
full  of  water  that  I  did  not  reach  Jasper  sooner  than  8J  p.  m.  Expecting  to 
be  joined  by  the  first  brigade,  I  halted  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  marched  at  daylight,  and  at  8  a.  m.  I  despatched 
Colonel  Campbell  again  to  make  all  possible  speed  in  overtaking  me.  At  1  p. 
m.  a  heavy  column  of  smoke  was  observed  in  the  direction  of  Anderson's  cross- 
roads, and  a  short  time  after  citizens  brought  the  intelligence  that  the  train  had 
been  attacked  by  a  large  cavalry  force  and  was  then  burning.  I  moved  the 
command  forward  at  a  trot  to  a  point  four  miles  from  the  cross-roads,  where  I 
took  a  by-road  across  the  country,  leaving  the  fourth  Indiana  on  the  main  Jas- 
per and  Duclap  road  to  observe  any  movements  that  might  be  made  from  the 
direction  of  Dunlap,  and  moved  on  rapidly  with  the  first  Wisconsin,  second 
Indiana,  and  section  of  Newell's  battery,  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy.  The 
first  Wisconsin  encountered  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  force  two  miles  south  of 
the  cross-roads,  and  immediately  charged,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners  and 
driving  them  past  the  burning  train  upon  their  main  force,  which  was  one  mile 
north  of  the  cross-roads,  in  line  of  battle.  I  ordered  the  second  Indiana  to  take 
position  with  their  right  resting  upon  the  base  of  the  mountain,  forming  one 
battalion  fi-out,  with  the  other  two  supporting  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  and 
formed  the  first  Wisconsin  on  their  left  in  a  similar  manner.  A  simultaneous 
charge  was  ordered  with  both  regiments,  and  executed  with  auch  vigor  that  the 
enemy  were  dislodged  from  their  positioa  and  driven  two  miles. across  a  small 
creek,  where  they  secured  a  strong  position  and  erected  barricades  of  rails. 
The  first  Wisconsin  were  then  moved  off  to  the  left  so  as  to  enfilade  the  ens- 
my's  line ;  the  second  Indiana  at  the  same  time  were  dismounted,  and  charged 
upon  the  right  at  double-quick.  This  movement  was  entirely  saccesaful,  and 
the  enemy  were  driven  back  with  considerable  loss.  The  first  Wisconsin  being 
mounted,  charged  upon  their  left,  driving  them  in  confusion,  taking  forty  or  fifty 
prisoners,  besides  killing  and  wounding  a  number  with  the  sabre.  The  second 
Indiana  having  remounted,  both  regiments  were  now  sent  in  pursuit.  Several 
positions  taken  by  the  enemy  wei'e  wrested  from  them  by  sabre  charges  until 
they  were  driven  across  the  Sequatchie,  when,  it  having  become  quite  dark,  and 
the  men  and  horses  being  exhausted  fi'om  marching  since  daylight,  and  five 
hours  of  constant  and  determined  fighting,  in  which  the  enemy  were  driven  a 
distance  of  eight  miles,  the  command  was  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

At  2  a.  m,  of  the  3d  the  fourth  Indiana  was  sent  to  reconnoitre  the  front. 
They  croased  the  Sec[uatchie  and  proceeded  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  four 
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miles  beyond  Dunlap,  attacking  the  enemy's  rear,  capturing  six  prisonera  and 
recapturing  200  mules.  The  result  of  the  wliole  engagement  was  the  captnre 
of  12  commissioned  officers,  among  whom  were  Major  Duff  Green  Keed,  assist- 
ant adjutant  general  on  General  Wheeler's  staff;  Major  Morgan,  inspector,  of 
Martin's  staff,  and  Captain  May,  commanding  his  escort,  and  93  enlisted  men, 
comprising  men  and  officers  of  twelve  different  regiments.  The  .enemy  lost  7 
enm missioned  officers  killed,  among  them  Major ,  Captain  Jones,  Lieu- 
tenant May,  and  Captain  Smith,  besides  a  number  of  enlisted  men,  whose  bodies 
I  ordered  the  citizens  to  bury.  One  of  their  officers,  captured  four  days  after- 
wards, acknowledged  a  loss  of  250  killed  and  wounded.  We  also  recaptuied  a 
number  of  prisoners  that  the  euemy  had  taken,  and  about  800  mules,  besides 
rescuing  a  part  of  the  train  that  had  not  yet  been  burned.  The  enemy  shot 
200  or  300  mules  upon  finding  they  could  not  escape  with  tLem. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  and  gallantry  of  Colonel  O.  H. 
Lagrange,  first  Wisconsin.  To  his  intrepidity  iii  leading  and  skill  in  manceu- 
yring  his  regiment  is  attributable,  in  a  large  degree,  the  successful  repulse  of 
the  enemy.  Major  Preadee,  commanding  second  Indiana  cavalry,  is  also  en- 
titled to  great  credit  for  the  brilliant  manner  in  which  he  led  his  regiment  dur- 
ing the  entire  engagement. 

To  the  officers  and  men  of  these  regiments  I  tender  my  thanks  for  their  gallant 
and  soldierly  bearing.  The  fourth  Indiana,  and  Lieutenarif  Newell,  command- 
ing battery,  though  flot  actively  engaged  during  the  day,  executed  their  orders 
with  preeiaioE  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Having  no  orders  to  proceed  further  than  Anderson's  cross-roads,  and  Laving 
at  my  immediatec  ommand  only  three  regiments,  I  determined  to  await  orders 
from  the  genera!  commanding,  lest  further  movement  on  my  part  might  cause 
disarrangement  in  his  plans. 

Colonel  Campbell,  with  the  first  brigade,  did  not  overtake  me  tmtil  the  afternoon 
of  the  third,  twenty-four  hours  later  than  he  was  espected  to  arrive.  The  delay 
was  unfortunate,  and  a  matter  of  extreme  regret  to  me ;  as  had  the  additional 
force  of  his  command  been  at  my  disposal  when  I  encountered  the  enemy,  results 
of  much  more  importance  and  benefit  might  have  been  secured, 

For  a  recital  of  the  ability,  energy,  and  valor  displayed  by  the  various  members 
of  my  staff,  I  would  refer  you  to  any  of  the  usual  reports  made  by  military 
commanders  of  engagements  in  which  their  commands  have  taken  a  part. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  M.  McCOOK, 
Col&nel  Commanding  Division. 

Major  W.  H.  Sl\CLAIB, 

A.  A.  G.,  Cavalry  Cm-ps,  Deckerd,  Tennessee. 


Headquarteks  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

October  1,  1804—2.15  a.  m. 
Colonel  McCooK,  Coimna/ading  Division,  of  Cavalry : 

The  enemy's  cavalry  have  crossed  the  river  in  heavy  force  a  short  distance 
below  Washington,  and  design  making  a  raid  upon  our  communications. 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  leave  one  or  two  small  regiments 
that  are  down  the  river  to  watch  the  crossings,  and  move  with  oil  despatch 
with  the  balance  of  your  force  to  Anderson's  cross-roads,  in  the  Sequatchie 
valley,  to  protect  our  wagon  trains  there.  Three  (3)  regiments  of  infantry  and 
a  section  of  artillery  have  been  ordered  there  to  support  you.  More  forces  will 
be  sent  if  necessary. 

J.  A.  GARFIELD, 
Brigadier  General,  Chief  of  Staff, 
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CAPTUEEB  DESPATCH  OP  THE  EEBEL  WHEELEE. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Courtlmd,  JJa.,  October  19.  1863. 

General  ;  I  wrote  you  yesterday,  stating  that  General  Lee  had  an-ived  at 
Florence  with  twenty-five  hundred  (2,500)  men,  with  insta^uctione  to  cross  the 
Tennessee  river  and  attack  G-eneral  Roeecrans'B  line  of  communications.  He 
deemed  it  too  hazardons  to  attempt  the  movemeot  with  the  foi^e  at  his  disposal, 
and  decided  to  wait  until  you  could  he  heard  from.  General  Roddy,  I  was  in- 
formed, would  cross  the  river  on  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  would  meet 
me  at  -Jasper,  When  my  command  was  within  ten  miles  of  that  place  I  learned 
that  he  had  not  crossed  the  Tennessee  river.  I  afterwards  learned  that  he  was 
moving  from  Bellfonte  towards  Murfreesboro',  hut  on  moving  in  that  direction 
I  finally  found  he  was  not  in  Middle  Tennessee.  On  crossing  at  this  place  I 
learned  that  Genera!  Roddy  had  just  crossed  the  river  near  Bellfonte.  I  imme- 
diately sent  couriers  to  him,  placing  bim  on  his  guard,  and  informing  him  of 
my  position. 

The  enemy  which  followed  us  to  this  point  consisted  of  two  divisions  of 
cavalry  and  a  large  force  of  mounted  infantry,  including  Wilder'a  brigade.  A 
considerable  force  of  foot  infantry  followed  us  to  Farmington.  On  account  of  a 
mistake  of  General  Davidson's,  I  was  obliged,  when  near  B^rmington,  to  make  a 
fightwith  this  largeforce  of  infantry  and  mounted  troops,  in  order  to  save  General 
"Wharton's  command  and  the  wagons  and  caissons.  The  troops  engaged  were  a 
part  of  General  Martin's  and  one  regiment  of  General  Wharton's.  The  fight 
was  most  severe,  the  lines  being  engaged  at  a  distance  of  about  thirty  yards.  We 
charged  and  repulsed  them  at  first,  but  finally  I  found  they  were  preparing  an 
overwhelming  force  to  attach,  and,  having  attained  the  main  object  for  which 
we  fought,  I  ordered  General  Martin  to  withdraw.  Most  of  the  troops  fougiit 
moat  nobly  ;  others  acted  shamefully.  Oar  loss  was  confined  to  the  killed  and 
wounded.  I  cannot  learn,  at  this  time,  that  we  lost  any  prisoners,  except  the 
wounded  and  some  men  who  remained  to  take  care  of  the  wounded.  While 
crossing  the  mountdos,  our  artillery  carriages  becaine  much  shattered,  and  finally 
two  of  them  broke  down.  We  repaired  them  several  times,  but  finally  the 
haraess  became  broken,  and,  finding  it  impossible  to  drag  them  on,  these  two 
pieces  were  abandoned.  One  was  an  old  irou  gun  which  has  been  condemned 
as  useless  at  every  inspection  during  the  last  year ;  the  other  was  a  brass  how- 
itzer. On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  while  travelling  slowly  over  a  good  road,  one 
of  the  limbers  of  General  Wharton's  blew  up,  tearing  up  everything  in  the 
Tcinity.  This  piece  was  also  left.  If  the  enemy  found  these  pieces,  they  will 
probalily  claim  to  have  captured  them,  which  claim  will  be  false.  I  think  my 
entire  loss  on  the  trip  in  killed  will  not  exceed  sisty,  (60,)  my  wounded  will 
not  exceed  200,  and  prisoners  will  not  exceed  200.  This  will  include  more 
than  half  of  the  wounded.  But  very  few  prisoners  were  taken  in  action.  Those 
taken  were  mostly  stragglers  and  scouts.  They,  of  course,  took  neai'ly  all  our 
wounded,  as  they  were  necessarily  left  at  houses  on  the  road.  Many  men  were 
allowed  by  their  ofB.cers  to  throw  away  their  arms  to  enable  them  to  bring  out 
private  plunder. 

What  we  want  is  officers,  and  Colonel  John  T.  Morgan  and  Major  W.  T.  0. 
Humes  will  make  good  officers.  I  would  like,  also.  Colonel  Grigsby,  for  Ken- 
tucky troops.  If  we  can  have  one  good  brigadier  general  for  every  five  or  six 
regiments,  who  will  obey  orders,  and  make  his  officers  and  men  do  so  also,  we  can 
then  get  along.  Such  men  as  General  Anderson,  General  Walthall,  or  General 
Maniganlt,  are  what  the  cavahy  needs,  and  ColonelMorgan  and  Major  Humes  are 
the  nearest  to  that  stamp  that  we  now  have.  Colonel  Russel  is  also  a  man  of 
the  right  stamp,  and  the  service  would  be  benefited  by  his  promotion. 
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I  would  respectfully  sug^geat  that  any  of  tlieae  officers  would  anawer :  Colonel 
John  T:  Morgan,  Majot  W.  T.  0  Humes,  Cotoael  A.  A.  Riiaael,  Ooloael  War- 
ren Grigsby,  and  Colonel  C.  C.  Crews. 

Very  respectfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  "WnEELEE, 

Major  General. 
Colonel  Geo.  Wm.  Brent,  A.  A.  G. 


COMMANDING  AEMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND -OPERATIONS  AROUND  CHAT. 
TAKOOGA  FROir  OCTOBER  19,  1853,  TO  MAY  1,  1864. 

Ocloher  19,  1863. — I  relieved  General  Rosecrans  in  eommand  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Camberland,  per  Genera!  Ordere  No.  337,  War  Department.  The 
same  order  assigned  Major  General  U.  S.  Grant  to  the  command  of  the  military 
division  of  the  Missiasippi,  embracing  the  departments  and  ai'mies  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, the  Cumberland,  and  the  Ohio.  The  department  and  ai-my  of  the  Cum- 
berland at  that  time  eorapriaed  the  following  commands ;  the  4th  and  1 4th  army 
corps,  at  Chattanooga,  thre«  divisions  of  cavalry,  the  local  garrisons  of  Middle 
Tennessee,  and  the  llth  and  13th  array  corps,  under  Major  General  Joseph 
Hooker,  just  arrived  from  the  east,  from  whence  they  had  been  despatched  to 
re-cnforce  the  ai'my  at  Chattanooga,  and  who  were,  at  the  time  of  my  assuming 
command,  guarding  the  railroad  from  Bridgeport  to  Nashville.  The  forces  at 
Chattanooga  were  in  a  very  precarious  condition  from  the  diiBculty  of  obtaining 
supplies,  the  only  means  of  procuring  which  was  by  wagons  and  over  sixty 
miles  of  almost  impassable  moantain  roads,  the  enemy  holding  the  river  and  the 
railroad  between  Chattanooga  and  Bridgeport;  and  his  cavalry  had  destroyed 
one  large  train  laden  with  supplies,  numbering  over  three  hundred  (300)  wagons, 
on  its  way  from  Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga.  The  question  of  holding  Chatta- 
nooga was  then  simply  that  of  supplies.  The  animala  were  periahiag  by  hun- 
dreds daily,  and  the  men  were.suffering  from  the  scantineaa  of  their  food,  but 
they  bore  up  cheerfully  under  their  difficnlties,  appreciating  the  impoasibility  of 
giving  up  Chattanooga,  and  inspired  their  officers  with  renewed  confidence  in 
their  self-sacrificing  devotion. 

General  Gtrant  telegraphed  me  from  Louisville  on  the  19tb  as  follows  : 

"Major  General  Thomas; 

"  Hold  Chattanoogaat  all  hazards,  I  will  bo  there  as  soon  as  possible.  Please 
inform  me  how  long  your  present  supplies  will  last  and  the  prospect  for  keeping 
th«ni  up. 

"V.  S.  GRANT,  Major  General" 

I  replied  by  telegraph : 

"Chattanooga,  October  19. 
"Major  General  Grant,  Louisville,  Kentucliy  .■ 

"  Two  hundred  and  four  thousand  fonr  hundred  and  sixty-two  rations  in  store- 
houses. Ninety  thousand  to  arrive  to-morrow,  and  all  the  trains  were  loaded 
which  had  arrived  at  Bridgeport  up  to  the  sixteenth — probably  three  hundred 
wagons.     We  will  hold  the  town  til!  we  starve. 

"  G.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General." 
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The  following  waa  sent  the  same  night  to  General  Hooker : 

"Hbaduoartgrs  Department  Cumberland, 

"  October  19,  1863—11  p.  m. 
"Major  General  HooHBB,  Stevenson: 

"  Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas  directs  me  to  state  that,  in  ohedience  to  thy 
orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  he  has  assumed  command  of  the 
department  of  the  Cumberland.  He  desires  that  you  will  use  all  possible  des- 
patch in  concentrating  yonr  command  and  preparing  to  move  in  accordance  witli 
the  instructions  of  General  Rosecrans,  leaving  proper  railroad  guards. 
"J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
"Major  General  ami  OhieJ"  of  Staff" 

The  instructions  referred  to  in  the  ahove  were  to  concentrate  as  much  of  his 
command  at  Bridgeport  as  he  could  sateiy  spare  from  guEtrdmg  the  railroad  b<!- 
tween  that  point  and  Nashville,  and  to  hold  himnelf  in  leadmess  to  move  at  any 
moment  toward  Chattanooga  for  the  purpoite  of  opening  communication  with 
that  place  by  river  and  by  rail  Before  he  was  relieved  in  command  of  the  de- 
partment of  the  Cumberland.  G«nera!  Rosecrans  and  hi*!  chief  engineer.  Briga- 
dier General  W.  F.  Smith,  had  consulted  together  as  to  meao'i  of  relieving  the 
army  at  Chattanooga  from  the  perilous  condition  it  was  m,  owing  to  the  great 
difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies,  and  had  partially  planned  the  m:)vemeat  which 
was  left  to  me  to  be  completed  when  I  ai'tum&d  comm'md  namely,  to  open  a 
short  route  of  supplies  from  Biidgtport 

On  the  24th  of  October  I  sent  the  following  lu'^tructions  to  General  Hooker, 
by  telegraph,  viz : 

"Headuuastehs  Department  op  Cumbbblanw, 

"  Chattanooga,  Octoher  24,  1863— S.30  p.  m. 
"Major  General  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

"  You  will  leave  General  Sloctim  with  one  division  of  the  12th  corps  to  guard 
the  railroad  from  Murfreesboro' to  Bridgeport.  The  11th  corps  and  one  division 
of  the  12th  will  be  concentrated  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Bridgeport,  preparatory 
to  crossing  the  Tennessee  river  and  moving  up  the  south  side  to  take  possession 
of  Rankin's  ferry,  between  Shellmound  and  Running  Water  creek.  Look  well 
to  your  right  flank,  which  may  be  approached  via  Island  creek,  the  Moore  road, 
MeDaniels  Gap  road,  and  the  Nickajack  road. 

Two  brigades  under  General  Palmer  leave  here  this  p.  m.  for  Eankin's  ferry, 
which  point  they  will  probably  reach  on  Monday  evening.  It  is  reported  that 
the  steamboat  at  Bridgeport  will  be  completed  by  Monday  evening.  The  rail- 
road may  also  be  available.  If  you  can  do  so  it  is  better  not  to  move  wagons 
to  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  present.  You  will,  however,  exercise  yonr 
judgment  on  this  point.  Report  by  telegraph  when  you  ai'e  ready.  We  will 
co-operate  at  Brown's  ferry  as  well  as  liankin's  ferry.  Inform  yourself  with 
regard  to  the  roads  from  Rankin's  ferry,  via  Whiteside's,  to  Brown's  ferry. 
The  object  of  the  njovemont  is  to  hold  the  road  and  gain  possession  of  the  river 
as  far  as  Brown's  ferry. 

"  By  command  of  Major  General  Thomas. 

"J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
"Major  General  and  Ghief  of  Staff ." 

S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

General  Hooker  reported  his  command  in  readiness  to  move,  and  that  ho 
would  start  at  daylight  on  the  27th. 

Dm'ing  the  time  the  preparations  for  this  movement  were  being  made  General 
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Grant  reached  Chattanooga.  On  tLe  night  of  the  26th  of  October  the  co-nper- 
ating  movement,  resulting  in  the  seizure  of  Brown's  ferry,  was  made.  I  made 
the  following  prelimioary  report  of  it  that  evening  to  tlie  General-in-Chief  at 
Washington,  by  telegraph : 

"CHATTA\O0GA,  OctohcT  27 — 11,30  p.  m. 
'■Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

"General  W.  F.  Smith,  commanding  Hazen's  brigade  of  Sheridan's  division, 
4th  corps,  and  T urchin' a  brigade  of  Baii-d'a  division,  14th  corps,  floated  boats  of 
pontoon  bridge  down  the  river  from  Chattanooga  to  Brown's  ferry,  six  miles 
below,  landed,  surprised  and  drove  off  the  enemy's  pickets  and  reserve,  took 
possession  of  hills  commanding  debouehe  of  ferry  on  southwest  side,  laid  bridge 
and  intrenched  the  command  strongly  enough  to  hold  bridge  secui-ely.  By  the 
judicious  precautions  taken  by  General  Smith  before  starting  and  the  intelligent 
co-operation  of  Generals  Turehin  and  Hazen,  commanding  brigades,  and  of  Col- 
onel Stanley,  eighteenth  Ohio,  commanding  boat  party,  this  was  a  complete 
success  and  reflected  great  credit  on  all  concerned.  Our  loss,  four  killed  and 
fifteen  wounded ;  enemy's,  eight  killed,  sii  prisoners,  and  several  wounded. 
Major  General  Hooker,  commanding  troops  composing  11th  corps  and  part 
of  12th,  marched  from  Bridgeport  at  daylight  to-day  to  open  road  from 
Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga  and  take  soma  position  protecting  river.  Two  brig- 
ades of  Palmer's  division,  4th  corps,  should  have  reached  Rankin'e  ferry  to-day 
to  co-operate  with  General  Hooker.  The  sixteenth  Illinois  reached  Kelley's 
ferry  to  co-operate  with  General  Hooker.  If  General  Hooker  is  as  successful 
as  General  Smith  has  been,  we  shall  in  a  few  days  have  open  communication 
with  Bridgeport  by  water,  as  well  as  by  a  practicable  road  running  near  the  river 
on  the  northern  bank, 

"GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
"Major  General,  United  Slates  Volunteers." 

General  Hooker  reached  a  point  in  Lookout  valley  about  two  (2)  miles  from 
Brown's  ferry  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  28th.  In  that  position  he  was  attacked  about 
midnight  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  who  had  descended  Lookout  mountain  . 
to  dislodge  General  Hooker's  forces  and  regain  possession  of  the  valley.  Severe 
fighting  continued  for  nearly  two  hours,  when  the  enemy  withdrew,  having  been 
repulsed  at  every  point  assailed  by  him.  As  soon  as  the  noise  of  the  conflict 
reached  me  at  Chattanooga  I  gave  directions  for  the  brigades  of  General  Whit- 
taker  and  of  Colonel  Mitchell  to  he  held  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  support  of 
General  Hooker,  and  notified  htm  to  that  effect,  directing  him  to  send  a  messen- 
ger to  Brown's  ferry,  where  staff  officers  from  those  commands  would  be  found, 
i'or  further  particulars  of  this  night  engagement  I  refer  you  to  General  Hooker's 
report  of  the  same,  forwarded  hei'ewilh. 

The  seizure  of  Brown's  ferry  and  the  splendid  defence  of  Lookout  valley  by 
General  Hooker's  command  decided  the  question  of  our  ainlity  to  hold  Chatta- 
nooga, for  steamers  began  immediately  to  carry  rations  from  Bridgeport  to  Kel- 
ley's ferry,  leaving  but  abouteight  miles  of  wagon  transportation  from  that  point 
to  Chattanooga,  and  repairs  were  commenced  on  the  railroad  south  of  the  Ten- 
nessee river.  The  enemy  made  no  further  attempt  to  regain  Lookout  valley 
after  it  had  slipped  from  his  grasp,  and  confined  himself  to  an  occasional  cannon 
shot  from  the  top  of  Lookout  as  he  watched  our  trains  undisturbedly  moving 
from  Kelley's  ferry  across  the  valley,  bearing  rations  to  a  grateful  army. 

To  Brigadier  General  W.  P.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  should  be  accorded  great 
praise  for  the  ingenuity  which  conceived  and  the  ability  which  executed  the 
movement  at  Brown's  ferry.  The  preparations  were  all  made  in  secrecy,  as 
was  also  the  boat  expedition  which  passed  under  the  overhanging  cliffs  of  Look- 
out, so  much  so  that  when  the  bridge  was  thrown  at  Brown's  ferry  on  the 
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moniiDg  of  the  27th  the  surprise  was  aa  great  to  the  army  within.  Chal 
aa  it  was  to  the  army  besieging  it  from  without. 

Herewith  I  forward  copies  of  the  reports  of  Major  General  Hooker  and  of 
Brigadier  W.  F.  Smith: 

REPOET  OF  BROWN'S  FERRY  AFFAIR. 

HkADCIUARTEBS   DEPART^TENT  OF    THE   OUMBERLAMI, 

Ciiattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  7,  1863, 
Gbkeral:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  official  reports  of  Msjor 
Geberal  Hooker,  commanding  the  11th  and  J2th  corps,  and  of  Brigadier  General 
W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer  department  of  the  Cnmherland,  and  commanding 
the  expedition  composed  of  Turchin's  brigade.  Baird's  division,  1 4th  army  corps, 
and  Hazen's  brigade.  Wood's  division.  4th  corps,  and  detachments  of  the 
eighteenth  Ohio  infantry,  under  command  of  Colonel  T,  E.  Stanley,  and  of  the 
twenty-second  Michigan  engineers,  under  command  of  Captain  Tos,  of  the 
operations  of  tbeir  respective  commands  between  the  26th  and  28th  ultimo  to 
gain  possession  of  the  south  bank  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  to  open  the  roads 
for  a  depot  of  supplies  at  Bridgeport.  Preliminary  steps  had  already  been 
taken  to  execute  this  vitally  important  movement  before  the  command  of  the 
department  devolved  upon  me.  The  bridge  which  it  was  necessary  to  throw 
across  the  river  at  Brown's  ferry  to  gain  possession  of  the  northern  end  of  Look- 
out valley  and  open  commuuication  with  Bridgeport  by  road  and  river  was 
nearly  completed. 

On  the  23d,  orders  were  sent  General  Hooker  to  concentrate  the  11th  corps 
and  one  division  of  the  ISth  at  Bridgeport,  informing  him  at  the  same  time 
what  his  force  was  expected  to  accomplish,  and  that  a  force  from  this  place 
would  co-operate  with  him,  hy  establishing  a  bridge  across  the  river  Ht  Brown's 
ferry  and  seize  the  heights  on  the  south  of  Lookout  valley.  The  force  to  tlirow 
the  bridge  was  organized  by  Saturday,  the  S4th  ultimo,  and  the  boats  and 
bridge  completeci,  giving  Genera!  Smith  two  days  to  examine  the  ground  with 
the  two  brigade  commanders,  and  to  give  all  the  necessary  detailed  instructions 

General  Hooker  reported  on  the  261:h  that  he  would  be  ready  to  move  on  the 
27th  at  daylight.  He  was  instrueted  to  move  at  the  appointed  time,  with  full 
instructions  how  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  his  flank,  and  to  cover  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  road  in  the  direction  of  Trenton.  The  bridge  was  successfully 
thi'own  across  the  river  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  and  General  Hooker  reached 
Lookout  valley  and  communicated  with  this  place  on  the  28th.  The  enemy 
attempted  to  surprise  him  the  night  after  reachiug  his  position  in  Lookout  valley, 
and,  rfter  an  obstinate  contest  of  two  honrs'  duration,  was  completely  repulsed, 
with  a  loss  of  upwards  of  1,500  killed  and  wounded,  one  hundred  prisoners,  and 
several  hundred  stand  of  arms. 

I  refer  you  to  the  reporte  of  Generals  Hooker  and  Smith  for  the  details  of  the 
operations  of  tbeir  commands,  commending  to  favorable  consideration  the  naraea 
of  those  officers  specially  mentioned  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct.  The 
skilful  execution  by  General  Smith  of  the  work  assigned  him,  and  the  prompt- 
ness with  which  General  Hooker  with  his  troops  met  and  repulsed  the  enemy 
on  the  night  of  the  28th,  reflect  the  greatest  credit  on  both  of  these  officera 
and  their  entire  commands. 

I  herewith  enclose  consolidated  returns  of  casualties. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  T. 
Major  General  V.  S.  V.,  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  L  Thomas, 

Adjttlani  General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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Consolidated  return  of  casualties. 


K.LX„. 

wo«...... 

.. 

™. 

Commands. 

1 

o 

i 

1 

1 

o 

1 

1 

i 

a 
o 

■i 

1 

Major  Geaero!  Hooker  s  cun 
EleTeath  coras 

Second  division   twemii  corps 
Brigadier  General  Smitli  »  lou 

mand— 
maud 

4 

S3 
M 
4 

"0 
4 
4 

IS 

15 

174 

14 

u 

» 

200 
216 
21 

Tola] 

9 

W 

70 

so 

309 

^9 

2^ 

32 

437 

Headulmrters  IIth  AMD  12th  Corps,  Army  of  thb  CwMREflLAND, 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  November  G,  18(53. 
Colonel  :  I  desire  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  battle  of  Wauhatchie, 
and  the  operations  of  my  command  preliminaiy  to  that  engagement.  In  con- 
formity with  orders  from  the  headijuartera  of  the  department,  I  crossed  the 
Tennessee  by  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Bridgeport  the  morning  of  the  26th  of 
October  with  the  greater  portion  of  the  11th  corps,  under  Major  General  Howard, 
a  part  of  the  second  division  of  the  12th  corps,  under  Brigadier  General 
■Geary,  one  company  of  the  fifth  Tennessee  cavalry,  and  a  pait  of  a  company 
of  the  first  Alabama  cavalry,  and  at  once  took  up  my  line  of  march  along  the 
line  of  railroad,  to  open  and  eecore  it  iu  the  direction  of  Browa'a  ferry;  a 
regiment  was  left  to  defend  the  bridge  head  when  the  column  was  crossed  tbe 
river,  and  to  take  possession  of  and  hold  the  passes  leading  to  it  through 
Kaccoon  mountain.  Out  route  lay  along  the  base  of  this  mountain  until  we 
reached  Running  Waters,  when  we  followed  the  direction  of  that  stream,  and 
in  the  morning  descended  through  the  gorge  into  Lookout  valley.  No  event 
attended  our  first  day's  march  deserving  mention,  niJese  it  be  that  the 
enemy's  pickets  fell  back  as  we  advanced,  and  the  leaving  of  two  more  of 
my  regiments,  one  at  Shellmound,  with  instructions  to  occupy  a  pass  neat 
Gordon's  mines,  and  another  at  Whiteside's,  to  protect  the  route  over  the 
mountain  through  which  we  had  passed.  After  entei-ing  Lookout  valley  our 
general  course  lay  along  a  creek  of  that  name  until  within  a  mile  or  more  of 
its  mouth,  where  the  Brown's  ferry  road  leaves  it  to  the  left.  This  valley 
is  perhaps  two  miles  in  width,  and  completely  overlooked  by  the  lofty  crests 
of  Lookout  and  Raccoon  mountains.  All  the  movements  and  dispositions  of 
troops  are  easily  descried  from  the  heights  of  either,  while  the  valley  itself 
affords  abundant  opportunity  for  concealment  from  the  observation  of  those 
within,  Anotker  prominent  feature  in  Lookout  valley  requires  mention  to  give 
a  clear  perception  of  its  topography  and  a  correct  understanding  of  our  opera- 
tions. This  is  a  succession  of  hills,  two  or  three  hundred  feet  high,  with  pre- 
cipitous timbered  slopes  and  nan-ow  crests,  which  penetrate  three  miles  up  the 
valley,  and  divide  it,  as  far  as  they  go,  nearly  in  its  centre.  There  ai'e  five  or 
sis  of  them  in  number,  almost  isolated,  though  in  a  direct  line  on  the  left  bank 
of  Lookout  creek,  with  the  railroad  passing  between  the  two  summits  at  the 
entrance  of  the  range,  and  still  lower  down  the  valley  the  road  hears  off  to 
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Chattanooga,  about  two  miles  diatant,  through  these  hills,  while  the  road  to 
Brown's  ferry  continues  along  the  west  base  to  the  Tennessee  river.  The 
enemy  held  posseasion  of  these  hills,  a^,  indeed,  of  all  the  country  through 
which  we  had  passed  after  ci-ossing  at  Bridgeport;  they  had  also  batteries 
planted  on  Lookont  morintain  overlooking  them. 

On  the  opposite  aide  of  the  valley  is  Eaocoon  range,  and  about  three  miles  up 
is  the  gorge  through  it,  which  leads  to  what  is  called  Kelley's  ferry,  three  miles 
distant.  As  it  was  proposed  to  make  this  our  new  line  of  eomniuni cation  with 
Chattanooga,  my  instructions  required  me,  if  practicable,  to  gain  possessioa  of 
and  to  hold  it.  As  the  gorge  debouches  into  Lookout  valley  the  road  forks — one 
leading  to  Wauhatchie  and  up  the  valley,  the  other  to  Chattanooga  and  down 
the  valley.  It  was  known  that  a  portion  of  Longstreet's  command  were  in  the 
vaUey,  it  is  presumed  in  part  for  convenience  in  supplying  themselves  with 
rations  and  forage,  but  mainly  for  his  sharpshooters  to  annoy  our  communication 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee,  and  compel  our  trains  to  make  long  detours, 
over  execrable  roads,  in  their  transit  from  Chattanooga  to  our  depot  at  Stevenson. 
From  its  proximity  to  the  enemy's  lines  of  investment  around  Chattanooga,  and 
bis  facilities  for  detaching  heavUy  from  his  masses,  it  was  apprehended  that  the 
enemy  would  make  nnusual  efforts  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  its  possession,  as  a 
failure  on  our  part  to  establish  new  communications  involved  a  fact  of  no  less 
magnitude  than  the  necessity  for  the  early  evacuation  of  Chattanooga,  with  the 
abandonment  of  much  of  our  artillery  and  trains. 

To  return  to  the  column.  It  pushed  on  down  the  valley  until  arrested  by  an 
irregular  fire  of  musketry  proceeding  from  the  hill  next  the  railroad,  as  it  passes 
through  the  central  ridge  before  described.  As  it  was  densely  covered  with 
forest  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  the  enemy  except  by 
feeling.  General  Howard's  corps  being  in  the  advance,  he  was  directed  to 
thi-ow  a  brigade  to  the  right,  to  turn  the  position,  and  a  regiment,  supported  by 
the  balance  of  another  brigade,  to  the  left,  for  the  same  pnrpose.  No  sooner 
had  the  brigade  on  the  right  deployed  than  the  enemy  took  to  his  legs  and  fled 
across  the  creek,  burning  the  railroad  bridge  in  his  flight.  We  lost  a  few  men 
here  as  well  as  from  the  shelling  we  received  from  the  batteries  of  Lookout 
mountain  whenever  our  column  was  exposed  to  them.  The  central  ridge  of 
hills  afforded  partial  cover  from  these  batteries.  These,  however,  caused  no 
serious  interruption  in  the  movement  of  the  column,  which,  about  five  o'clock 
p.  m.,  halted  for  the  night  and  went  into  camp  about  a  mile  or  more  up  the 
valley  from  Brown's  ferry.  Here  we  learned  that  a  pontoon  bridge  had  been 
thrown  across  the  river  ajid  that  General  Ilazen's  brigade,  held  the  heights  on 
the  south  side  of  it. 

Geary's  division  being  in  the  rear,  and  being  anxious  to  hold  both  roads 
leading  to  Kelley's  ferry,  he  was  directed  to  encamp  near  Wauhatchie,  three 
miles  from  the  position  held  by  Howard's  corps.  Pickets  were  thrown  out 
from  both  camps  on  all  of  the  approaches,  though  no  attempt  was  made  to  es- 
tablish and  preserve  a  communication  between  them.  The  commands  were  too 
small  to  keep  up  a  substantial  communication  that  distance,  and  I  deemed  it 
more  prudent  to  hold  the  men  well  in  hand  than  to  have  a  feeble  one.  In  my 
jadgment  it  was  essential  to  retain  possession  of  both  approaches  to  Kelley's 
ferry,  if  practicable,  as  it  would  cause  us  inconvenience  to  dispossess  the  enemy 
if  he  established  himself  on  either.  Before  night  Howard  threw  out  three 
companies  in  the  direction  of  Kelley's  fen-y  to  intercept  and  capture,  if  possible, 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters  who  had  been  engaged  in  firing  across  the  river  into 
our  trains,  and  had,  in  fact,  compelled  them  to  avoid  that  line  entirely.  A 
regiment  was  also  sent  towards  that  point  where  the  Chattanooga  road  crosses 
Lookout  creek,  and  abont  12  o'clock  had  a  little  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 
An  hour  after  the  mutterings  of  a  heavy  musketry  fell  upon  our  ears  from  the 
direction  of  Geary.    He  was  fiercely  attacked;  first  his  pickets,  and  soon  after 
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his  main  force ;  bnt  not  before  he  was  in  line  of  battle  to  receive  it.  Howard 
waa  directed  to  doulile-^uick  his  nearest  divieion  (Sehura's)  to  his  relief,  and 
before  proceeding  far  a  sheet  of  muaketry  was  thrown  upon  him  from  the  cen- 
tral hilla,  btit  at  long  range,  and  iniiicting  no  great  injury.  This  w&a  the  first 
intimation  that  the  enemy  was  there  at  all. 

Directions  were  iDimediately  given  for  one  of  the  brigades  en  route  to  Geary 
(Tyndale's)  to  be  detached,  and  assault  the  enemy  in  the  hilla  on  the  left,  and 
for  the  other  brigade  to  push  on  as  ordered.  Meanwhile,  Howard's  first  division, 
under  Steiuwher,  came  up,  when  it  v^as  discovered  that  the  hill  to  the  rear  of 
Scharz's  diviBion  was  alao  occupied  by  tbe  enemy  in  force,  and  Smith's  brigade 
of  this  division  was  ordered  to  carry  it  with  the  bayonet.  This  skeleton  but  brave 
brigade  charged  up  the  moKutain,  almost  inaccessible  by  daylight,  under  a  heavy 
fire,  without  returning  it,  and  drove  three  times  their  number  from  behind  has- 
tily thrown  up  intrench menta,  capturing  prisoners  and  scattering  the  enemy  in 
all  directiona.  No  troops  ever  rendered  more  brilliant  service.  The  name  of 
tlieir  valiant  commander  ia  Colonel  Orland  Smith,  of  the  aeventy-third  Ohio 
volunteera.  Tyndale,  encountering  leaa  resiatance,  had  alao^made  himself  mas- 
ter of  the  enemy's  position  in  hia  front. 

During  theae  operations  a  heavy  masketry  fire,  with  occasional  discharges  of 
artillery,  continued  to  reach  us  from  Geary.  It  was  evident  that  a  formidable 
adversary  had  gathered  around  him  and  that  he  was  battling  him  witb  all  his 
might.  For  almoat  three  houra,  without  asaiatance,  he  repelled  the  repeated 
attacks  of  vastly  superior  numbers,  and  in  the  end  drove  them  inglorioualy 
from  the  field.  At  one  time  they  had  enveloped  him  on  three  sides  under  cir- 
ciimatancea  that  would  have  dismayed  any  officer  except  one  endowed  with  an 
iron  will  and  the  most  exalted  courage.     Such  is  the  character  of  General 

With  this  ended  the  fight.  "We  had  repelled  every  attack,  carried  every 
point  assaulted,  thrown  the  enemy  headlong  over  the  river,  and,  more  than 
all,  secured  our  new  communications  for  the  time  being  beyond  pevadven- 
ture.  These  several  conflicts  were  attended  with  unusual  interest  and  satisfac- 
tion fi-om  the  violence  of  the  attack,  the  great  alacrity  displayed  by  the  officers 
and  men  in  apringing  to  their  arras  on  the  first  indicationa  of  the  presence  of 
tlie  enemy,  and  the  glorious  manner  in  which  they  cloaed  in  on  him  for  the 
struggle. 

I  regret  that  my  duty  constrains  me  to  esicept  any  portion  of  my  command 
in  my  commcndationa  of  their  courage  and  valor.  The  brigade  deapatched  to 
tlio  relief  of  Geary,  by  ordera  delivered  in  person  to  its  division  commander, 
never  reached  him  until  long  after  the  fight  had  ended.  It  is  alleged  that  it 
loat  its  way,  when  it  had  a  terrific  infantry  fire  to  guide  them  all  the  way,  and 
also  Uaat  they  became  involved  in  a  swamp,  when  there  waa  no  swamp  or  other 
obstacle  between  them  and  Geary  which  should  have  delayed  them  a  moment 
in  marching  to  the  relief  of  their  imperilled  oompaniona. 

For  the  instances  of  conspicuous  individual  daring  and  conduct,  also  of  regi- 
ments and  batteries  the  most  distinguished  for  brilliant  services  on  this  field, 
the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  is  respectfully  called  to  the  reports  of 
corps  and  diviaion  commanders,  herewith  transmitted.  I  must  confine  myaelf 
to  an  expreasion  of  my  appreciation  of  tbe  zealous  and  devoted  services  of 
Major  General  Howard,  not  only  on  the  battle-field  but  everywhere  and  at  all 
times.  Of  General  Geary  I  need  say  no  more.  To  both  of  these  of&cera  I  am 
profoundly  grateful  for  the  able  assistance  they  have  always  given  me. 

Our  loaa  is  four  hundred  and  sixteen,  among  them  some  of  the  bravest  offi- 
eera  and  men  of  my  command.  General  Green  waa  severely  wounded  while  in 
.the  heroic  performance  of  his  duty.  Colonel  Underwood,  of  the  thirty-third 
Maaaachuaetta  volunteera,  waa  alao  desperately  wounded,  and  for  bis  recovery  I 
If  only  in  recognition  of  bis  services  on  this  field,  his 
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many  martial  virtues  and  great  personal  wmtli,  it  would  he  a  great  satisfaction 
to  ine  to  have  this  officer  advanced  to  the  crrade  of  biigadier  general.  For  tlie 
many  whose  deaths  the  country  will  deplore  I  must  rder  you  to  the  reports  of 
subordinate  commanders. 

Of  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  it  cannot  fall  'thort  of  fifteen  hundred,  Geary 
buried  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  rebel  carcaeses  on  his  front  alone.  We  took 
upwards  of  one  hundred  prisoners  and  several  hundied  stand  of  smaH-arma. 
Could  we  have  bad  daylight  to  follow  up  our  success,  we  have  reason  to  believe 
onr  trophies  would  have  been  mach  more  abundant. 

The  force  opposed  to  na  consisted  of  two  of  Longstreet's  divisions,  and  coitc- 
sponded  in  number  to  our  corps.  From  the  prisoners  we  learn  that  they  had 
watched  the  column  as  it  descended  the  valley,  and  confidently  counted  on  its 
annihilation. 

To  conclude,  I  must  express  my  grateful  acknowledgmeuts  to  Major  General 
Btttterfield,  chief  of  staff,  for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  on  the  field; 
also,  to  Major  Lawrence,  Captain  Hall,  Lieutenants  Perkins  and  Oliver,  aides- 
de-camp,  for  the  faithful,  intelligent,  and  devoted  performance  of  all  the  duties 
assigned  them. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major  General  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Col.  O.  GoDDARD, 

Ass't  Adj'i  Gm'i  Army  (if  Cumberland. 
True  copy  r 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  an,d  Aide-de- Ca-mp. 


Office  op  Chief  Engimsku, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  4,  1863. 
L ;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
for  making  a  lodgement  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  Brown's  ferry.  On  the 
19th  of  October  I  was  instructed  by  General  Roaecrans  to  reconnoitre  the  river 
in  the  vicinity  of  Williams's  island,  with  a  view  to  making  the  island  a  cover 
for  a  steamboat  landing  and  storehouses,  and  began  the  examination  near  the 
lower  end  of  the  island.  Following  the  river  up,  I  found  on  the  opposite  bank, 
above  the  head  of  the  island,  a  sharp  range  of  hills  whose  base  was  washed  by 
the  river.  This  range  extended  up  the  river  nearly  to  Lookout  creek,  and  was 
broken  at  Brown's  ferry  by  a  narrow  gorge,  through  which  ran  the  road  to  the 
old  ferry,  and  also  flowed  a  small  creek.  The  valley  between  this  ridge  of  hills 
and  Eaccoon  mountains  was  narrow,  and  a  lodgement  effected  there  would  give 
us  the  command  of  the  Kelley's  ferry  road,  and  seriously  interrupt  the  eommu- 
nications  of  the  enemy  up  Lookout  valley  and  down  to  the  river  on  Raccoon 
mountains,  lE'he  ridge  seemed  thinly  picketed,  and  the  evidences  were  against 
the  occupation  of  that  part  of  the  valley  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  and  it 
seemed  quite  possible  to  take  by  aurpiiee  what  could  not  have  been  carried  by 
assault  if  heavily  occupied  by  an  opposing  force. 

The  major  general  commanding  the  geographical  division  and  the  major  gen- 
eral commanding  the  department  visited  with  me  the  ferry  a  few  days  after  this 
reconnoiaaance,  and  were  agreed  as  to  the  importance  of  the  position  by  itself, 
and  especially  in  connexion  with  the  movements  to  be  made  from  Bridgeport  to 
open  the  river  j  and  I  was  directed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
expedition  to  effect  the  lodgements.  To  do  this  fifty  pontoons,  with  oara,  to  ■ 
carry  a  crew,  and  twenty-five  armed  men,  were  prepared,  and  also  two  flatboata 
carrying  forty,  and  seventy-five  men.     The  force  detailed  for  the  expedition 
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consisted  of  the  brigades  of  Brigadier  General  Tiircliin  and  Brigarlier  General 
Hazen,  with  three  batteriea,  to  be  posted  under  the  direction  of  Major  Menden- 
hall,  assistant  to  General  Brannan,  chief  of  artillery. 

Sunday,  the  25Eh  of  October,  I  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  expedi- 
tion, and  the  troops  were  distributed  as  follows  :  Fifteen  hundred  men,  uader 
Brigadier  General  Hazen,  were  to  embark  in  the  boats  and  pass  down  the  river 
a  distance  of  about  nine  miles,  seven  of  which  TTouId  be  under  the  Are  of  the 
pickets  of  the  enemy.  It  was  deemed  better  to  take  this  risk  than  to  attempt 
to  launch  the  boats  near  the  ferry,  because  they  would  move  more  rapidly  than 
intelligence  could  be  taken  by  infantry  pickets,  and,  in  addition,  though  the 
enemy  might  be  alamaed,  be  would  not  know  where  the  lauding  was  to  be  at- 
tempted, and  therefore  could  not  coneentrat*  with  certainty  against  us.  The 
boats  were  called  off  in  sections,  and  the  points  «t  which  each  section  was  to 
land  were  carefully  selected  and  pointed  otit  to  the  officers  in  command,  and 
range  fii-es  kept  bumiag,  leat  in  the  night  the  upper  points  should  be  mistaken. 
The  remainder  of  General  Turchin's  brigade  and  General  Hazen's  brigade  were 
marched  acrosH  and  encamped  ia  the  woods  out  of  eight,  neai-  the  feiTy,  ready 
to  move  down  and  cover  the  landing  of  the  boats,  and  also  ready  to  embark  as 
soon  as  the  boats  had  landed  the  river  force  and  crossed  to  the  north  side. 
'J'he  artillery  was  also  baited  in  the  woods  during  the  night,  and  was  to  move 
down  aad  go  into  position  as  soon  as  the  boats  had  begun  to  land,  to  cover  the 
retirement  of  our  troops  in  case  of  disaster.  The  eijuipage  for  the  pontoon 
bridge  was  also  ready  to  be  moved  down  to  the  river  as  soon  as  the  troops  were 
across;  axes  were  issued  to  the  troops,  to  be  used  in  cutting  abatis  for  defence 
so  soon  as  the  ridge  was  gained.  General  Hazen  was  to  take  the  gorge  and  the 
hills  to  the  left,  while  General  Turchin  was  to  extend  from  the  gorge  down  the 
river.  The  boats  moved  from  Chattanooga  at  3  a.  m,  on  the  a7th,  and,  thanks 
to  a  slight  fog  and  the  silence  observed,  they  were  not  discovered  until  about 
5  a.  m.,  when  the  first  section  had  landed  at  the  upper  point  and  the  second  sec- 
tion had  arrived  abreast  of  the  pickets  stationed  at  the  gorge.  Here  a  portion 
of  the  second  section  of  the  flotilla  failed  to  land  at  the  proper  place,  and,  alai-m- 
ing  the  pickets,  received  a  volley  ;  some  time  was  lost  in  effecting  a  landing 
below  the  gorge,  and  the  troops  had  hardly  carried  it  before  the  enemy  began 
the  attack.  The  boats  by  this  time  had  recrossed  the  river,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Langdoa,  first  Ohio  volunteers,  in  command  of  the  remnant  of  the 
brigade  of  Genera!  Hazen,  was  rapidly  ferried  across,  and  forming  his  men, 
quickly  pushed  forward  to  the  assistance  of  the  troops  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
i'ry,  twenty-third  Kentucky  volunteers  al  dy  h  d  p  d  Th  k'  '  h 
was  soon  over,  and  General  Turchin,  whfll  ILt  tCl  ILg 
don,  quietly  took  possession  of  the  hills  1 1   1  m 

So  soon  as  the  skirmishers  were  throw         t  t    m        h      mm     d  th 
were  set  at  work  felling  an  abatis,  and        tw     h  th        m        d  wa.       Ih 

cieotly  protected  to  withstand  any  atta  k  wh   h  Iklytb         d        ^ 

soon  as  the  last  of  the  troops  were  aero      th     b   d      w         m  d      d 

tinned  under  some  shelling  for  an  hour  or  so,  and  was  completed  at  4J  p.  m., 
under  the  vigorous  and  skilful  siiperintendence  of  Captain  P.  V.  Fox,  first  Mich- 
igan engineers,  and  Captain  George  W.  Dresser,  fourth  artillery.  Six  prisoners 
were  taken,  and  sis  reoels  buried  by  our  command,  and  several  wounded,  re- 
ported by  citizens  ;  among  the  wounded,  the  colonel  of  the  fifteenth  Alabama. 
Twenty  beeves,  six  pontoons,  a  barge,  and  about  2,000  bushels  of  corn  fell  into 
our  possession.  Our  loss  was  six  killed,  twenty-three  wounded,  and  nine  miss- 
ing. The  artillery  placed  in  position  was  not  used,  but  credit  is  dne  Major 
Mendenhall  for  his  promptitude  in  placing  his  guns  To  Brigadier  (jteneral 
TnrcLiu,  Brigadier  General  Hazen,  and  Colonel  fet*uley  eighteenth  Oh  o  vol- 
unteers, who  had  the  superintendence  of  the  boats  and  was  zealous  in  his  duty, 
and  to  Captain  Fox,  first  Michigan  engineers  aU  credit  is  due  for  their  zeal. 
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coolness,  ani3  intelligence.     Captain  Dresser,  fourth  artillery,  and  Oaptidi 
C.  F.  Wet,  Unitpd  States  Co'»st  Survey,  rendered  every  S' 


Lieutenants  Klokke  Fullei  Hopkii 
zealow  in  the  di''cliwge  of  their  dtitie 
line  of  eommunicatijns  from  tlie  south  , 
of  the  varioui  commandprs 

Ee=pcctfully  submitted. 


and  Brent,  of  the  signal  corps,  were 
.,  and  soon  succeeded  in  establishirg  a 
ide  of  the  river.     I  enclose  the  reports 


WM.  F.  SMITH, 
r  General,  Commanding  Exjjedition. 


allies  that  occurred  during  the  action  a 
27,  1863. 
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Wounded,  17.  Missing,  — . 

WM.  F.  SMITH,  Brigadi 
S.  G.  KELLOGG, 


General. 
Brevet  Major  and  A.  D.  C. 


Soon  after  the  first  of  November  mmors  reached 
enemy  had  withdrawn  a  considerable  -force  from 


at  Chattanooga  that  the 
front,  and  had  sent  them 
to  operate  against  Knoxville,     These  rumors  were  afterwards  confirmed  through 
the  repoi-ta  brought  in  by  spies  and  deserters,  and  it  was  finally  ascertained 
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that  Longatreet'a  corps  had  been  detached  from  Bragg's  army.  In  the  mean 
time  Major  General  Shennan,  with  the  army  of  the  Tenneaaee,  was  closing  up 
on  to  the  right  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  moving  along  the  north  bank  of 
the.  Tennessee  river  from  Eastport,  Mississippi,  where  he  had  crossed,  part  of 
his  command  reaching  Pnlaski  on  the  7th  of  November,  Soon  afterwards 
General  Sherman  arrived  in  person  at  Chattanooga,,  when,  after  consulting  with 
General  Grant  and  making  a  thorough  examination  of  the  ground,  preparations 
were  made  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front.  For  that  purpose  General  Sherman 
was  directed  by  General  Grant  to  move  the  15th  army  corps  from  Stevenson 
and  Bridgeport  to  a  point  on  the  Tennessee  river  north  of  Chattanooga,  where  it 
was  to  effect  a  crossing  and  advance  against  the  enemy  on  my  left.  I  was  to 
Bend  one  division  from  my  commaud  to  support  the  crossing  of  General  Sher- 
man's troops,  and  with  the  remainder  of  my  force  attack  the  enemy  directly  in 
front,  where  his  forces  remained  unchanged  on  Mission  ridge  and  on  Lookout 
mountain. 

The  following  instructions  were  received  from  General  Grant,  viz; 


"  Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  '& 

"Chattanooga,  Ten/a.,  Novemher  18,  1863. 
■  '^  General  :  All  preparations  should  he  made  for  attacking  the  enemy's  po- 
sition on  Missionary  ridge  by  Saturday  morning  at  daylight.  Not  being  provided 
with  a  map  giving  names  of  roads,  spurs  of  the  mountain,  and  other  places,  such 
definite  instruetious  cannot  be  given  as  might  be  desirable.  However,  the  gen- 
eral plan,  you  understand,  is  for  Sherman,  with  the  force  brought  with  him, 
Btrenp^hened  by  a  division  from  your  command,  to  effect  a  crossing  of  the  Ten- 
nessee river  just  below  the  mouth  of  Chickamauga,  his  crossing  to  be  protected 
by  artillery  fi-om  the  heights  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  (to  be  located  by 
your  chief  of  artillery,)  and  to  carry  the  heights  from  the  northern  extremity 
to  about  the  railroad  tunnel  before  the  enemy  can  concentrate  a  force  against 
him.  Tou  will  eo-operate  with  Sherman.  The  troops  in  Chattanooga  valley 
should  be  well  concentrated  on  your  left  flank,  leaving  only  the  neceasary  force 
to  defend  fortifications  on  your  right  and  centre,  and  a  movable  column  of  one 
division  in  readiness  to  move  wherever  ordered.  This  division  should  show 
itself  as  threateningly  as  possible  on  the  most  practicable  line  for  making  an 
attack  up  the  valley.  Your  effort  then  will  be  to  form  a  junction  with  Sher- 
man, malting  your  advance  well  towards  the  north  end  of  Missionary  Kidge.and 
moving  as  near  simultaneously  with  him  as  possible.  The  junction  once  formed 
and  the  ridge  carried,  communication  will  be  at  once  established  between  the 
two  armies  oy  roads  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river.  Further  movements  will 
then  depend  on  those  of  the  enemy, 

"  Lookout  valley,  I  think,  will  be  easily  held  by  Geary's  division  and  what 
troops  you  may  still  have  there  belonging  to  the  old  army  of  the  Cumberland. 
Howard's  corps  can  then  be  held  in  readiness  to  act  either  with  you  at  Chatta- 
nooga or  with  Sherman.  It  should  be  marched  on  Friday  night  to  a  position 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river  not  lower  down  than  the  first  pontoon  bridge,  and 
there  held  in  readiness  for  such  orders  as  may  become  necessary. 

"  I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  "U.S.GRANT, 
"Major  General  Com.manding. 
"Major  General  George  H,  Thomas, 

"Commanding  Department  and  Army  of  the  Cumberland." 

Copy  of  a  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 


Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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Howard'a  corps  waa  moved  from  Lookout  valley  in  accordance  with  the  above, 
being  relieved  in  its  poaitiou  by  two  brigades  of  the  first  division  4th  army 
eorpa,  moved  up'from  Bridgeport  for  the  purpose. 

The  second  brigade  of  the  second  cavalry  division,  Colonel  Eli  Long,  fourth 
United  States  cavalry,  commanding,  was  directed  by  me  to  follow  np  the  left 
flank  of  General  Sherman's  command,  and,  if  not  rec[uired  by  General  Sher- 
man, to  cross  Chickamauga  creek  and  make  a  raid  upon  the  enemy's  comamai- 
cationa,  and  do  as  mach  damage  as  possible. 

The  division  sent  to  support  Genera!  Sherman's  movement  waa  the  second 
division  14th  army  corpa.  Brigadier  General  J.  C.  Davis  commanding,  which 
was  in  position  by  the  morning  of  November  31,  at  the  point  where  the  cross- 
ing of  the  15th  army  corps  was  to  take  place.  General  Davia  reporting  every- 
thing quiet  and  his  troops  concealed  from  the  enemy's  view. 

Owing  to  a  heavy  rain-storm  which  came  up  on  the  20th  and  continued 
throughout  the  21st,  General  Shermau'a  troops  could  not  get  into  position  until 
the  22d,  and  even  then  his  rear  division  (Osterhaus's)  was  cut  off  in  Lookout 
valley,  by  the  bridge  at  Brown's  ferry  being  broken  away.  Howard's  corps, 
(the  lith,}  which  had  been  between  the  two  bridges  since  the  20th,  was  moved 
into  Chattanooga  on  the  82d.  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  posted  in  the  in- 
terval between  Wood's  and  Sheridan's  divisions  of  the  4th  corps,  the  movement 
being  made  partly  to  draw  off  the  enemy's  attention  from  General  Sherman's 
design,  making  it  appear  that  the  troops  he  (General  Sherman)  was  marching 
up  the  valley  were  re-enforcing  the  town. 

By  the  breaking  of  the  bridge  at  Brown's  ferry.  General  Hooker  waa  left  in 
Lookout  valley  with  Geary's  diviaion  of  the  12th  corps,  Osterhaua's  division  of 
the  15th  corps,  and  two  brigades  of  the  first  division  4th  army  corps. 

By  reference  to  the  following  communications  received  and  aent,  the  opera- 
tions of  my  command  ai'ound  Chattanooga  will  be  fully  explained ; 

"  Headquarters  Second  Division  4th  Army  Corps, 

"Chattanooga,  November  22,  1863. 
"  Colonel  :  David  Gardner,  first  lieutenant  company  B,  thirty -aeventh  Ten- 
neaaee  infantry,  Tyler'sbrigade,  Bates's  division,  Breekiaridge'e  corpa,  who  resides 
near  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  come  in  last  night  making  the  following  statement: 
'  Buekner's  and  Anderson's  divisions  moved  day  before  yesterday  to  McLe- 
more'a  and  Pigeon  coves.  Indications  are  that  a  general  move  is  to  be  made. 
Baggage  is  being  reduced  and  hard  bread  is  being  issued.  Most  of  the  army 
is  maaaed  between  Bragg's  headquarters  and  Lookout  mountain;  but  few  troops 
on  the  right  of  Bragg's  headc[uartBrs.  Beported  yesterday  that  Longatreet 
occupied  Knoxville.  Bragg's  army  now  here  ia  composed  of  four  corps,  two  di- 
visions in  each  corpa,  four  brigades  in  each  division.  The  corps  are  commanded 
by  Hardee,  Breckinridge,  "Walker,  and  Buckner.  Total  strength  about  60,000.' 
"I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
"Major  General  Commanding. 
"  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  S.  ErLLKRToN, 

"A.  A.  G.  and  Chief  of  Staff ,  Uh  Army  Corps. 

"The  movement  to  McLemore'a  cove  was  made  to  meet  Sherman,  who  vraa 
expected  to  attack  Stevens's  Gap. 


True  copy ! 


S.  C.  KELLOGG. 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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"Headquartebs  Third  Division  4th  Army  Corps, 

"  Chattanooga,  November  23,  1863 — S^a.ni, 
"  Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forwavd  you  the  following  information  obtained 
fi'om  two  deserters  who  came  inside  the  lines  of  this  division  after  twelve  o'clock 

"  These  men  state  the  rebel  army  is  retreating.  Say  the  troops  which  passed 
over  the  ridge  yesterday  were  going  to  Chiekamauga  station.  Tliey  say  the 
rumor  in  camps  was  yesterday  that  by  this  evening  there  would  be  nothing  hnt 
t,!ic,ir  pickets  left.  Say  their  wagon  trains  had  been  ordered  in,  (they  had  been 
kept  to  the  rear  for  foraging  purposes.)  They  fully  corroborate  the  statement 
of  prisoners  received  yesterday  morning  as  to  their  artillery  having  all  left.  I 
send  the  prisoners  to  corps  provost  marshal  herewith. 
"  ResoectfuUy,  your  obedient  seivant, 

"T.  .J.WOOD, 
"Brigadier  General  U.S.  V.  Commanding 
and  General  Officer  of  ike  day. 
"  Major  FuLLERTON,  Aisistant  Adjutant  General." 


Tru 


S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
BrevetMajor  and  Aide-de-Ca 


Both  of  the  foregoing  wei 
and  in  reply  the  following  b 

"Hbauhuartebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

"Chattanooga,  November  23,  1863. 
"General;  The  truth  or  falsity  of  the  deserters  who  came  in  last  night 
stating  that  Bragg  had  fallen  back  should  be  ascertained  at  once.     If  he  is 
really  falling  badt,  Sherm.an  can  commence  at  once  laying  his  pontoon  trains, 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"U.  S.  GRANT,iIfffl?V  General. 
"Major  Geaeral  G.  11,  Thomas, 

"Commanding  Army  'if  ihe  Cumherland" 


Tri 


S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide  de-Ca 


I  directed  a  reconnoissanee  to  be  made  from  my  front,  as  follows  : 


"  Headhuartebs  Department  op  Cumberland, 

"  Chattanooga,  Nove?iiber  23,  1863. 
'  Major  General  Granger, 

"Commanding  ith  Corps: 
"  The  general  commanding  department  directs  that  you  throw  one  division  of 
ihe  4th  corps  forward  in  the  direction  of  Orchard  Knob,  and  hold  a  second 
livision  in  supporting  distance,  to  discover  the  position  of  the  enemy  if  he  still 
remains  in  the  vicinity  of  his  old  camps.  Howard's  and  Baird's  commands 
will  be  ready  to  co-operate  if  needed. 
"Respectfully, 

"J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
"  Major  General  and  Gliufof  .■StaJ." 
True  copy ; 

8.  0.  KELKOGG. 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de- Camp. 
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The  above  resulted  io  our  occupjing  the  enemy's  firat  line  of  worka  after 
Bome  reaistance  on  his  part.     (See  report  of  the  same,  page  133.) 

During  tbe  night  the  enemy  on  Lookout  mountain  was  busy  signalhng  to  the 
main  force  on  Mission  lidge ;  some  of  his  messages  wei-e  deciphered  by  our 
signal  officers,  of  which  I  give  one  of  the  moat  important,  as  follows  ; 

"  11  p.  m. — Haedgb  i  I  observed  from  the  point  the  movements  of  the  ene- 
my ontil  dark.  The  object  seemed  to  be  to  attract  our  attention.  The  troops 
in  sight  were  formed  from  centre  to  left.  Those  on  the  right  moved  to  centre. 
The  troops  from  Ra*;coon  were  in  line  in  full  sight.  If  they  intend  to  attack, 
my  opinion  is  it  will  be  upon  our  left.     Both  of  their  bridges  are  gone. 

"General  STEVENSON." 

The  bridges  being  gone,  I  gave  the  following  directions  to  general  Hooker ; 

"Hkadqoaetgbs  Department  of  Cumbbkla^id, 

"  ChattaTwoga,  November  23 — 10  p.  m. 
'■  Major  GJeneral  Hooker,  Lookout  Valley  :* 

"  If  Wood's  division  docs  not  get  across  the  river  by  daybreak  he  is  ordered 
to  report  to  you,  and  in  that  event  tbe  general  commanding  department  directs 
that  you  endeavor  to  take  the  point  of  Lookout  monntains. 

"  J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
"Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staff." 

)  sent  to  General  Hooker  to  the  same  eifect,  as 

"HEADtiUARTEEtS  DePAKTMENT  OF  CoMBKBLAND, 

'■  Chattanooga,  November  24 — 12.30  a.  m. 
"  Major  General  Hookur,  Lookout  Valley  : 

"Intercepted  rebel  despatches  are  to  the  effect  that  rebels  expect  us  to  attack 
rthem  on  their  left  in  tbe  morning.  General  commanding  desires  that  you  mako 
demonstration  early  as  possible  after  daybreak  on  point  of  Lookout  mountain. 
-General  Grant  still  hopes  Wood's  division  will  get  across  to  join  Sherman,  in 
■which  case  your  demonstration  will  aid  Sherman's  crossing.  If  Wood  can't 
cross,  yoa  can  take  the  point  of  Lookout  if  your  demonstration  develops  its 
.  practicability. 

"J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
''Major  General  and  Chief  of  StaJ." 

General  Hooker  answered  : 

"Hookeh's  Headqijabtebs, 

"November  24 — 2  a.m. 
"Major  GeneL-al  Keynolds,  Chief  of  Staff  i 

"  I  am  jttst  informed  that  Wood's  division  will  not  be  able  to  cross  the  river 
for  twelve  (18)  hours,  and  in  consequence  have  given  directions  for  it  to  take 
position  for  an  advance  on  Lookout  Nose,  to  be  there  at  sunrise.  That  there 
may  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  crossing,  I  will  send  a  staff  officer  to  ascertain 


positively. 


"Major  General  HOOKER." 
*  See  explsiiatoiy  iiuta,  pfige  133. 
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The  above-mentioiied  movement  waa  euccesafuUy  earned  oat ;  (see  my  report 
of  the  same  anct  that  of  G-eneral  Hooker.)  Simnltaueoualy  Gieneral  Sherman 
succeeded  in  laying  a  pontoon  bridge  at  the  mouth  of  North  Chickamauga  creek, 
and  then  secured  a  lodgement  on  the  northern  extremity  of  Mission  ridge. 

My  inafci'Uctioiis  for  the  operations  of  the  35th  were  as  follows  : 

"Hbadhuarteks  Military  Divisio.\  of  the  Mississippi, 

"Gkattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  24,  1864. 
"  General  :  General  Sherman  carried  Missionary  ridge  as  far  ae  the  tunnel 
with  only  slight  skirmishing.  His  right  now  rests  at  the  tuanel  and  on  top  of 
the  hill  i  his  left  at  Chickamauga  creek.  I  have  instracted  General  Sherman 
to  advance  as  soon  as  it  ia  light  ia  the  morning,  aud  your  attack,  which  wiU  he 
simultaneous,  will  be  in  co-operation.  Tour  command  will  either  carry  the  rifle- 
pita  and  ridge  dn-ectly  in  front  of  them,  or  move  to  the  left,  as  the  presence  of 
the  enemy  may  i-eqnire.  If  Hooker's  present  position  on  the  mountain  caa  be 
maintained  with  a  small  force,  aud  it  is  found  impracticable  to  carry  the  top 
from  whei'e  he  is,  it  would  be  advisable  for  him  to  move  up  the  valley  with  all 
the  force  he  can  spare,  and  ascend  by  the  first  practicable  road. 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"U.  S.  GEANT, 
"Major  General  Commanding." 
"  Major  General  George  H.  Thojias, 

"  Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland." 
True  copy  : 

S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

I  directed  General  Hooker  to  make  the  following  movement  on  the  25th : 

"Hkadquabteks  Dhpabtmgnt  of  the  Cumberland, 

"  Chattanooga,  November  24,  1863 — 9.30  p.  m. 
"Major  General  Hookkr,  Lookout  Valley : 

"  The  general  commanding  department  congratulates  yon  most  heartily  upon 
your  glorious  success  to-day,  and  desires  that  you  convey  his  warmest  thanks 
to  the  troops  under  your  command  for  their  valorous  conduct.  General  Grant 
has  just  directed  that  General  Sherman  move  along  Mission  ridge  to-morrow 
with  his  force,  whilst  our  force  advances  to  the  front,  co-operating  wilh  Sherman, 
and  compelling  the  enemy  to  show  whether  he  occupies  his  rifle-pits  in  our 
front.  Be  in  readiness  to  advance  aa  early  as  possible  in  the  morning  into 
Chattanooga  valley,  and  seize  and  hold  the  Summertown  road,  and  co-operate 
with  the  14th  corps  by  supporting  its  right.  Map  sent  by  courier  at  eight 
o'clock  this  evening, 

"J.J.REYNOLDS, 
"  Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staff ." 

'''^  ™^^  '  S.  C.  ItELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

At  daylight  on  the  35th  the  enemy  was  found  to  have  withdrawn  completely 
from  Lookout  mountaiti,  and  our  flag  was  planted  on  the  heights,  where  it  could 
plainly  be  seea  waving  in  the  pure  morning  air  by  the  troops  in  the  valley 
below. 

My  orders  of  the  evening  before  were  then  repeated  to  General  Hooker  by 
signal  and  by  an  aide-de-camp,  and  were  as  follows : 
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"HKAnuOARTERS  DKrABTMENT  OF  CuMBNELAND, 

"Novemher  25,  1863 — 8  a.  m, 
"Major  GfiiierHlIIooKKB: 

"Leave  Cai'lin's  brigade  at  Summertown  road  to  rejoin  Genera!  Palmer.  Move 
with  the  remainder  of  your  force,  except  two  regiments  to  hold  Lookout,  on  the 
Kossville  road  towards  Miaaion  ridge,  looking  well  to  your  right  flank. 

"By  command  of  General  Thomas. 


"J.J.  EETN0LD8, 
"Major  General  and  Chief  of  Sit/^." 


Trv 


:opy  : 


S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
:(  Major  and  Aide-de-Car/ip. 


Later  I  aent  the  following,  (aignal:) 


'■HBADQiiABTBits  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

"  Orc/uird  Ekob,  November  25,  1863, 
"  Major  General  Hooker  : 

"  I  wisli  you  and  General  Palmer  to  move  forward  fii-mly  and  steadily  upon  the 
enemy's  works  in  front,  using  General  Sheridan  as  a  pivot. 

"GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

"Major  General." 
(Passed  through  Mission  signal  station  at  10  a.  m.) 

The  result  is  shown  in  my  official  report  dated  December  1,  1863. 


When  it  became  evident,  by  the  breaking  of  the  Brown'aFeriyteidga,  that  Wood's  division 
(General  Osterhaas,  its  commftiicler,  being  absent,)  could  not  cross  to  join  General  Shevman, 
I  received  the  following  communication  ftum  General  Gi'aut : 

"  Headquarters  MiLiTAKV  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

"  Chattanooga,  Naxeraber  2d,  1863. 
"Gbnehal:  The  biidge  at  Biown'sfenj  being  down  lO'daj,  and  the  exceeeively  bad  roads 
since  itie  last  laiii,  will  i-euderjt  impossible  for  Sheruian  to  gotnpdtherof  bis  tworeiuainiug' 
divisions  in  lime  for  tlie  attack  to-morrow  morning.  Witb  one  of  them  up,  and  whicli  would, 
have  been  there  now  but  for  the  accident  to  the  brfd^  I  would  still  make  the  attack  iu  the 
morning',  legaidiug  a  day  gtuned  aa  of  supeiior  advantage  to  a  single  division  of  troops. 
Yon  can  make  joav  aiTangements  for  tbia  delay. 
"Very  respectfully, 

"U,   S.  GRANT,  Major  GintTal. 


Feeling  as  I  did  the  necessity  of  avoiding  delay  for  lear  the  enemy  should  become  aclvised 
of  oui  plans,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  above  letter  I  went  to  General  Grant  and 
advised  against  any  further  postponement  of  our  movement,  and  suggested  tbat,  if  needed, 
the  ]  Itb  corps,  then  between  the  two  bridges,  eeuld  be  sent  \o  Genei'al  Shermao  to  take 
the  place  of  the  troops  that  could  not  join  him,  whilst  these'  last,  together  with  the  troops 
already  in  Lookout  valley,  would  form  a  column  to  attack  the  enemy  on  Lookout  moimtam, 
or  at  least  divert  his  attention  from  Sbermiin's  ciDSsing  above.  This  met  the  apprubatioa 
of  the  commanding  general,  and  on  it  was  based  my  Oider  of  the  23d  to  General  Hooker  to 
demonstrate  on  Lookont,  and,  if  practicable,  to  cjut;  the  position. 
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OPERATIONS  AROUKD  CHATTANOOOA. 

HEADQllABTEttS  DEPARTMENT  OF  OllMBERLA\D, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  December  7,  IS63. 

Uk\eral  :  The  following  opei-atioas  of  the  anay  of  the  Oumherland  Bince 
the  31st  October  ai-e  respectfuliy  eubmitted  to  the  major  geaera!  commandiag. 

As  soon  as  commmiication  with  Bridgeport  had  been  made  secure  and  the 
question  of  supplying  the  array  at  this  point  rendered  certain,  preparations 
were  at  once  commenced  for  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position  in  our  im- 
mediate front  on  Lookout  mountain  and  Missionary  ridge,  and,  if  possible,  to 
Bend  a  force  to  the  relief  of  Knosville,  To  enable  me  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
from  the  threatening  position  he  had  assumed  in  our  front,  guns  of  a  heavier 
calibre  than  those  with  the  army  were  needed;  also  additional  means  for  crosa- 
iiig  the  Tennessee  river.  Brigadier  General  Brannan,  chief  of  artillery,  was 
directed  to  send  for  the  necessary  number  of  guns  and  ammunition,  and  after 
consulting  with  Brigadier  General  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  to  prepare  the 
batteries  for  the  guns  on  their  arrival.  Whilst  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  guns 
and  ammunition,  work  was  prosecuted  on  the  fortifications  around  the  town. 
In  addition  to  his  duties  of  superintending  the  work  on  the  fortifications,  General 
Smith  pushed  vigorously  the  construction  of  two  pontoon  bridges  to  be  used  iu 
the  execution  of  the  movements  which  were  determined  upon  as  necessary  to  a 
successful  dialodgement  of  the  enemy. 

Guerillas  having  become  somewhat  troublesome  to  the  northeast  of  McMinn- 
ville,  and  east  af  the  Caney  fork  of  the  Cumbei'Iand,  Brigadier  General  Elliott, 
chief  of  cavalry,  was  ordered,  November  li,  to  establish  his  headq^uavters  with 
the  first  division  of  cavalry  at  or  near  Alexandria,  aad  employ  the  division  in 
hunting  up  and  exterminating  these  marauders.  General  Elliott  reached  Alex- 
andria on  the  ISth.  On  the  27th  he  reports  that  his  scouts  met  those'of  Burn- 
side  on  Flint  ridge,  east  of  Sparta,  and  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Browulow,  with 
detaehmonts  from  the  first  East  Tennessee  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  cavalry, 
attacked  the  rebel  Colonel  Murry  on  the  21st,  at  Sparta,  killing  one,  woifnding 
two,  and  capturing  ten  (10)  of  the  enemy,  including  a  lieutenant  of  Champ 
Ferguson's,  He  also  captured  a  few  horses,  some  ammunition,  aad  destroyett 
extensive  salt-works  used  by  the  rebels. 

A  company  of  scouts,  under  Captain  Brixie,  also  encountered  a  party  of 
guerillas  near  Beersheba  springs,  capturing  fifteen  or  twenty  and  dispersing 
the  rest. 

Brigadier  General  R.  8.  Granger  reports  from  Nashville,  November  2,  that  a 
mixed  command,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sculley,  first  Middle  Tennessee  in- 
fantry, sent  out  from  Nashville,  attacked  Hawkins  and  other  guerilla  chiefs, 
muted  and  pursued  them  to  Ceiitreville,  whei-e  Hawkins  made  another  stand, 
attaclcing  our  forces  while  crossing  the  river,  Hawkins  was  again  routed  and 
pursued  until  his  forces  dispersed.  Rebel  loss  from  fifteen  to  twenty  killed  and 
M\ty  SIX  prisoners.  Our  loss,  one  severely  and  several  slightly  wounded, 
Agim  on  November  4,  that  Major  Fitz gibbon,  fourteenth  Miwiigan  infantry, 
camp  upon  the  combined  forces  of  Cooper,  Kirk,  Williams  and  Scott,  (guerillas,) 
at  Lawicnceburg,  thirty-five  miles  from  Columbia,  that  morning,  and  after  a 
severe  hand  to-hatid  fight  defeated  them,  killing  eight,  wounding  seven,  and 
tapturmg  tsventy-fonr  (24),  prisoners,  among  the  latter  one  captain  and  two 
lieutenants  Major  Fitzgibbon'e  loss  was  three  men  slightly  wounded  and  eight 
horip"  killed      He  reports  the  enemy  400  strong,  and  his  force  120. 

Noiemher  13. — Captain  Cutler,  with  one  company  of  mounted  infantry  and 
a  poition  of  Whitmore's  battery,  mounted  infantry,  belonging  to  the  garrison 
of  Glaiksville,  had  a  fight,  neai-  Palmyra,  with  Captain  Grey's  company  of 
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guerillas,  killing  two,  wounding  five,  and  taking  one  prisoner.  Cutler's  loss 
v&B  one  lieuteuaut,  and  one  man  wounded. 

November  16. — A  scout  was  organized  by  Brigadier  General  Payne,  and 
sent  ont  from  Gallatin  and  Lavergne,  They  report  having  killed  five  and 
captured  twenty-sis  guerillas,  with  noraea,  sheep,  cattle  and  hogs  in  their  poa- 
sessioD,  collected  for  the  use  of  the  rebel  army. 

Nooember  17. — Brigadier  General  Crook  was  ordered  to  concentrate  his 
division  (second  cavalry  division)  at  or  near  Huntaville,  Alabama,  to  patrol  the 
north  side  of  the  Tennessee  river  from  Decatur  to  Bridgeport,  and  to  hunt  up 
bands  of  guerillas  reported  to  be  roaming  about  in  that  region,  ai-resting  and 
robbing  Union  citizens. 

General  Crook  reports,  on  the  Slst,  that  an  expedition  sent  down  the  Ten- 
nessee had  destroyed  nine  (9)  boats  between  Whitesburg  and  Decatur,  some 
of  them  sixty  feet  long. 

The  expedition  crossed  the  river  and  drove  ofi'  the  rebels,  taking  their  boats. 
From  the  best  information  to  be  obtained,  there  were  two  small  regiments  of 
cavalry  and  one  battery  on  the  other  side  doing  picket  duty.  Lee  and  Koddy 
reported  as  having  gone  to  Missisiippi. 

Major  General  Sherman,  commanding  aiiny  of  the  Tennessee,  having  been 
ordered  with  the  15th  corps  to  this  point,  to  participate  ia  the  operations  against 
the  enemy,  reached  Bridgeport  with  two  divisions  on  the  16Ch  November.  He 
came  to  the  front  himself,  and  having  examined  the  ground,  expressed  himself 
confident  of  his  ability  to  execute  his  share  of  the  work.  The  plan  of  opera- 
tions was  then  written  out  substantially  as  follows:  Sherman  wifh  the  15th 
corps,  strengthened  with  one  division  from  my  command,  was  to  efiect  a  crossing 
of  the  Tennesseo  river,  just  below  the  month  of  the  south  Chickamauga,  on 
Saturday,  November  21,  at  daylight,  his  crossing  to  be  protected  by  artillery 
planted  on  the  heights  on  the  noi'th  bank  of  the  river.  After  creasing  his  force 
he  was  to  cariy  the  heights  of  Missionary  ridge  from  their  northern  exti-emity 
to  aboat  the  railroad  tunnel  before  the  enemy  could  concentrate  a  force  against 
him.  I  was  to  co-operate  with  Sherman  by  concentrating  my  troops  in  Chat- 
tanooga valley  on  my  left  flank,  leaving  only  the  neces'tary  force  to  defend  the 
fortifications  on  the  right  and  centre,  with  a  movable  column  of  one  division  in 
readiness  to  move  wherever  ordered.  This  division  was  to  show  itself  as 
Ihreateningly  as  possible  on  the  most  practicable  line  for  making  an  att,ack  np 
the  valley.  I  was  then  to  efiect  a  junction  with  Sherman,  making  my  advance 
from  the  left,  well  towards  the  north  end  of  Missionary  ridgei  and  moving  as 
nearly  simultaneously  with  Isherman  as  possible.  The  junction  once  formed 
and  the  ridge  carried,  communication  would  he  at  once  established  between  the 
two  armies  hy  roads  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river.  Further  movements  to  de- 
pend on  those  of  the  enemy.  Lookout  valley  was  to  be  held  by  Geary's  divi- 
sion and  the  two  brigades  of  the  4th  corps  ordered  to  co-operate  with  him ;  the 
whole  under  command  of  General  Hooker.  Howard's  corps  was  to  be  held  ia 
readiness  to  act  either  with  my  troops  at  Chattanooga  or  with  General  Sher- 
man's, and  was  ordered  to  take  up  a  position  on  Friday  night  on  the  north  sido 
of  the  Tennessee,  near  the  first  pontoon  bridge,  and  there  held  in  readiness  for 
such  orders  as  might  become  necessary.  Genera!  Smith  commenced  *t  onee  to 
collect  his  pontoons  and  material  for  bridges  in  the  north  Chickamauga  ereek, 
preparatory  to  the  crossing  of  Sherman's  troops,  proper  precautions  being  taken 
that  the  enemy  should  not  discover  the  movement. 

General  Sherman  then  returned  to  Bridgeport  to  direct  the  movements  of  his 

On  the  li}th,CoJonelLong,eommnndingsecond  brigadeseconddivision  cavalry 
command,  was  ordered  to  report  at  Chattanooga  on  Saturday  the  21st  at  noon,  the 
intention  being  for  him  to  follow  up  the  left  flank  of  Sherman's  troops,  and  if  not 
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required  by  G-eneraJ  Slierman  lie  was  to  cross  the  Cliickamauga,  make  a  raid 
npoTi  the  enemy's  communicatioas  and  c!o  as  much  damage  as  possible.  Owing 
to  a  heavy  rain-storm  commencing  on  Friday,  30th  instant,  and  lasting  all  the 
2l5t,  General  Sherman  was  not  able  to  get  his  troops  in  position  in  time  to  com- 
mence operations  on  Saturday  morning  as  he  expected.  Learning  that  the  en- 
emy had  discovered  Sherman's  movements  across  Lookout  valley,  it  was  thought 
best  that  General  Howai-d  should  cross  over  into  Chattanooga,  thus  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  enemy,  with  the  intention  of  leading  him  to  suppose  that  the 
troops  he  had  observed  moving  were  re-enforcing  Chattanooga,  and  thereby  con- 
cealing the  real  movements  of  Sherman.  Accordingly,  Howard's  corps  was 
crossed  into  Chattanooga  on  Sunday  and  took  up  a  position  in  full  view  of  the 
enemy.  In  consequence  of  the  bad  coaditioa  of  the  roads,  G^eneral  Sherman's 
troops  were  occupied  all  of  Sunday  in  getting  iato  position.  In  the  mean  time 
the  river  having  risen,  both  pontoon  bridges  were  broken  by  rafts  sent  down  the 
river  by  the  enemy,  cutting  off  Osterhaus's  division  from  the  balance  of  Shei-maa's 
troops.  It  waa  thought  thst  this  would  delay  us  another  day,  but  during  the 
night  of  the  23d  two  deserters  reported  Bragg  had  fallen  back,  and  that  there 
was  only  a  strong  picket  line  in  our  front.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  asd  I 
received  a  note  from  the  major  general  commanding,  directing  me  to  ascertain 
by  a  demonstration  the  trath  or  falsity  of  this  report.  Orders  were  accordingly 
given  to  General  Gmnger,  commanding  the  4th  coi-ps,  to  form  his  troops  and  to 
advance  directly  in  front  of  Fort  Wood,  and  thus  develop  the  strength  of  the  en- 
emy. General  Palmer,  commanding  14th  corps,  was  directed  to  support  Gen- 
eral Granger's  right,  with  Baird's  division  refiisedia  echelon.  Johnson's  division 
to  be  held  in  readiaess,  under  arms,  in  the  intrench ments,  to  re-eaforee  at  any 
point.  Howai-d's  corps  was  foi-med  en  mass  behind  the  centre  of  Granger's 
corps.  The  two  divisions  of  Granger's  corps,  Sheridan's  and  Wood's,  were  formed 
in  front  of  Fort  Wood,  Sheridan  on  the  right.  Wood  on  the  left,  and  his  left  ex- 
tending nearly  to  Citico  creek.  The  formation  being  completed,  about  two 
p.  m.  the  troops  were  advaaced  steadily  and  with  rapidity  directly  to  the  front, 
driving  before  them  first  the  rebel  pickets,  then  their  resei-ves,  aud  falling  upon 
their  grand  guards  stationed  in  their  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  capturing  something 
over  two  hundred  men,  and  secured  themselves  in  their  new  position  before  the 
enemy  had  sufficiently  recovered  from  his  surprise  to  attempt  to  send  re-enforce- 
ments from  his  main  camp.  Orders  were  then  given  to  Greueral  Granger  to 
make  his  position  secure  by  constructing  temporary  breastworks  and  throwing 
out  strong  pickets  to  his  front. 

Howard's  corps  was  moved  up  on  hia  left  flank  with  tlie  same  instructions, 
and  Bridge's  Illinois  battery  was  placed  in  position  oa  Orchard  Knob;  the  troops 
remained  in  that  position  for  the  night.  The  Tennessee  river  having  risen  con- 
siderably from  the  effect  of  the  previous  heavy  rain-storm,  it  was  found  diffi- 
cult to  rebuild  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Brown's  fen-y.  Therefore  it  was  detei-mined 
that  General  Hooker  should  take  Osterhaus's  division,  which  was  still  iu  Look- 
out valley,  Geary's  division  12th  corps,  and  Wbittaker's  and  Grose's  brigades, 
of  the  first  division  4th  corps,  under  Brigadier  General  Craft,  and  make  a  strong 
demonsLration  on  the  northern  slope  of  Lookout  mountain,  for  the  purpose  of 
attracting  the  enemy's  attentioa  in  that  direction,  and  thus  withdrawing  him  from 
Sherman  whilst  crossing  Uie  Tennessee  at  the  mouth  of  the  south  Chicka- 
mauga.  General  Hooker  was  instructed  that  in  making  this  demonstration,  if  he 
discovered  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy  would  justify  him  iu  attempt- 
ing to  carry  the  point  of  the  mountain,  to  do  so. 

By  four  p.  m.,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th,  General  Hooker  reported  his  troops 
in  position  and  ready  to  advance.  Finding  Lookout  creek  so  much  swollen  as 
to  be  impassable,  he  sent  Geary's  division  4th  corps  to  cross  the  creek  at  Wau- 
hatchie  and  work  down  on  the  right  bank,  whilst  he  employed  the  remainder  of 
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his  force  in  constnietiiig  temporary  bridges  across  the  creek  oa  the  main  road. 
The  enemy  being  attracted  by  the  force  on  the  road,  did  not  observe  the  move- 
laenta  of  Geary  until  hia  column  was  directly  oc  his  left  and  threatened  his  rear. 
Hooker's  movements  were  facihtated  by  the  heavy  mist  which  overhung  the 
mountain,  enabling  Geary  to  get  intij  position  without  attracting  attention. 
Finding  himself  vigorously  pursued  by  a  strong  column  on  his  left  and  rear,  the 
enemy  began  to  faU  back  with  rapidity,  but  his  resistance  was  obstinate  and  the 
entire  point  of  the  mounts  was  not  gained  until  about  two  p.  m.,  when  Gen- 
eral Hooker  reported  by  signal  and  telegraph  that  he  had  carried  the  mountain 
as  far  as  the  road  from  Chattanooga  valley  to  the  "White  House.  Soon  after  his 
mmn  column  coming  up,  his  line  was  extended  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  near 
the  mouth  of  Chattanooga  creek.  His  right  being  still  strongly  resisted  by  the 
enemy,  was  re-enfoi-eed  by  Carlin's  brigade,  first  division  Hth  corps,  which  ar- 
rived at  the  White  HoBse  about  five  p.  m.,  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  contest 
still  going  on  at  that  point.  Continuous  and  heavy  skirmishing  was  kept  up  in 
Hooker's  front  until  ten  at  night,  when  there  was  an  unusual  ciuietneas  along 
our  whole  front, 

With  the  aid  of  the  steamer  Dunbar,  which  had  been  put  in  condition  and  sent 

up  the  river  at  daylight  of  the  24th,  General  Sherman  by  eleven  a.  m.  had  crossed 

three  divisions  of  the  1 5th  corps  and  was  ready  to  advance  as  soon  as  Davis's  di- 

n  14  h  corps  cocnmenced  crossing.     Colonel  Long,  commanding  second  bri- 

gad  d  division  cavalry,  was  then  directed  to  move  up  at  once,  follow 

hh  rm  n     advance  closely  and  proceed  to  carry  out  his  instmctiona  of  the  day 

b  f         f  n     required  by  General  Sherman  to  support  his  left  flauk.     Howard's 

m       d  to  the  left  about  nine  a.  m.,  and  communicated   with  Sherman's 

p    ab  u  noon.     Instructions  were  sent  to  General  Hooker  to  be  ready  to  ad- 

an       n   h    morning  of  the  25th  from  liis  position  on  the  point  of  Lookout 

n      n  the  Summertown  road,  and  endeavor  to  intercept  the  enemy's  re- 

ea  h  had  not  already  withdrawn,  which  he  was  to  ascertain  by  pushing  a 
ance  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

The  reconnoissance  was  made  as  directed,  and  having  discovered  that  the  en- 
emy had  evacuated  during  the  night,  General  Hooker  was  then  directed  to  move 
on  the  Kossville  road  with  the  troops  under  hia  command  against  Rossville,  carry 
that  pass  and  operate  upon  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemy's  position  on.  Mission 
ridge.  Palmer's  and  Granger's  troops  were  held  in  readiness  to  advance  di- 
rectly on  the  rifle  pits  in  their  front  as  soon  as  Hooker  could  get  into  position 
at  Rossville.  In  retiring  on  the  night  of  the  24tb,  the  enemy  had  destroyed  the 
bridges  over  Chattanooga  creek,  on  the  road  leading  from  Lookout  mountain  to 
Eossvilie,  and,  in  consequence,  Genei-al  Hooker  was  delayed  until  after  two 
o'clock  p.  m.  ia  effecting  the  crossing  of  Chattanooga  creek.  About  noon  Gen- 
eral Sherman  becoming  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy,  they  having  massed 
a  strong  force  in  his  front,  orders  were  given  for  General  Baird  to  march  bis  di- 
vision within  supporting  distance  of  General  Sherman ;  moving  his  command 
promptly  in  the  direction  indicated,  he  was  placed  in  position  to  tlie  left  of 
Wood's  division  of  Granger's  corps.  Owing  to  the  difficulties  of  the  ground,  bis 
troops  did  not  get  in  line  with  Granger's  until  about  half  past  two  p.  m. ;  orders 
were  then  given  him  to  move  forward  on  Granger's  left,  and  within  supporting 
distance,  against  the  enemy's  rifle  pits  on  the  slope  and  at  the  foot  of  Missionary 
ridge.  The  whole  line  then  advanced  against  the  breastworks  and  soon  became 
warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy's  skiriiiiabera.  These  giving  way  retired  upon 
their  reserves,  posted  within  their  works,  our  troops  advancing  steadily  in  a  con- 
tinuous tine.  The  enemy,  seized  with  panic,  abandoned  the  woiks  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill  and  retreated  precipitately  to  the  crest,  where  they  were  closely  followed 
by  om-  troops,  who,  apparently  inspired  by  the  impulse  of  victory,  carried  the 
hill  simultaneously  at  six  different  points,  and  so  closely  upon  the  heels  of  the 
.enemy  that  many  of  them  were  taken  prisoners  in  the  trenches. 
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We  captured  all  their  cannon  and  ammunition  before  they  could  be  removed 
or  destroyed.  After  baiting  for  a  few  moments  to  reorganize  tlie  troops,  who  had 
become  somewhat  scattered  in  the  assault  of  the  bill,  General  Sheridan  pushed 
foward  in  pursuit,  and  drove  those  in  his  front  who  escaped  capture  across  Ohick- 
amauga  creek.  Generals  Wood  and  Baird  being  obstinately  resisted  by  re-en- 
forcements from  the  enemy's  extreme  right,  continued  fighting  until  darkness 
set  in,  slowly  but  steadily  driving  the  enemy  before  them. 

In  moving  upon  Rossville,  General  Hooker  encountered  Stnart's  division  and 
other  troops.  Finding  his  left  flank  threatened,  Stuart  attempted  to  escape, 
by  retreating  towards  Graysville,  but  some  of  his  forces,  fiuding  their  retreat  ftom 
tliat  quatter  threatened,  retired  in  disorder  towards  their  right  along  the  crest  of 
the  ridge,  where  they  were  met  by  another  portion  of  G-eneral  Hooker's  com- 
mand, and  were  driven  by  theee-troopa  in  the  face  of  Johnson's  division  of  Pal- 
mer's corps,  by  whom  they  were  nearly  all  made  prisoners. 

On  the  25th  the  enemy  were  pursued  by  Hooker  and  Johnson's  divisions  of 
Palmer's  corps,  surprising  a  portion  of  their  rear  guard  near  Graysville  after 
nightfall,  capturing  three  (3)  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  prisoners. 
General  Granger's  command  returned  to  Ohatt-anooga  with  instructions  to  pre- 
pare and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  orders  to  le-enforce  General  Burnaide 
at  Knoxville. 

The  pursuit  was  continued  on  the  27th,  capturing  an  additional  piece  of  ar- 
tillery at  Graysville.  Hooker's  advance  encnunterpd  the  enemy  posted  in  the 
pass  through  Taylor's  ridge  at  Kingold,  who,  after  obstinate  resistance  of  an  hoar, 
were  driven  from  the  pass,  with  considerable  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  prison- 
era.  Onr  loss  was  also  heavy.  Alai^e  quantity  of  forage  and  some  additional 
caissons  and  ammunition  were  captured  at  itingold. 

Colonel  Long  returned  to  Chattanooga  from  his  expedition  and  reported  ver- 
bally that  on  the  24th  he  reached  Tyner's  station,  destroying  the  enemy's  for- 
age and  rations  at  that  place ;  also  some  cars,  doing  considerable  injury  to  the 
railroad.  He  then  proceeded  to  Oottowah,  where  he  captured  and  destroyed 
some  wagons  loaded  with  forage ;  from  thence  he  proceeded  to  Cleveland,  re- 
maining there  one  day,  destroyed  their  copper-rolling  mill  and  a  large  depot  of 
commiaaaiy  and  ordnance  stores.  Being  informed  that  a  train  of  the  enemy's 
wagona  was  near  Charleston  on  the  Hiawassee,  and  was  probably  unable  to  cross 
the  river  on  account  of  the  break  in  their  pontoon  bridge,  after  a  few  hours'  rest, 
he  pushed  forward  with  a  hope  of  being  able  to  destroy  them,  but  found  on 
reaching  Charleston  that  the  enemy  had  repaired  their  bridge  and  had  crossed 
their  ti-ain  safely,  and  were  prepared  to  defend  the  crossing  with  one  or  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  supported  by  an  infantry  force,  on  the  northern  bank.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Cleveland  aud  damaged  the  railroad  for  five  or  six  miles  in  the  dire&- 
tion  of  Dalton,  and  then  returned  to  Ghattanooga. 

On  the  38th  General  Hooker  was  ordered  by  General  Grant  to  remain  at  Kin- 
gold  until  the  30th,  and  so  employ  his  troops  as  to  cover  the  movements  of 
General  Sherman,  who  had  received  ordera  to  march  his  force  to  the  rehef  of 
Burnaide,  by  way  of  Cleveland  and  Loudon.  Palmer's  corps  was  detached  from 
the  force  under  General  Hooker  and  returned  to  Chattanooga. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  foregoing  report  that  the  original  plan  of  opera- 
tions was  somewhat,  modified,  to  meet  and  take  the  best  advantage  of  emergen- 
cies, which  necessitated  material  modifications  of  that  plan.  It  is  believed,  how- 
ever, that  the  original  plan,  had  it  been  carried  out,  could  not  possibly  have  led 
to  more  snccessftil  results.  The  alacrity  and  intelligence  displayed  by  officers 
in  executing  their  orders,  the  enthusiasm  and  spirit  displayed  by  the  men  who 
did  the  work,  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated  by  the  nation,  for  the  defence  of 
which  they  have  on  so  many  other  memorable  occasions  nobly  and  .patriotically 
exposed  their  lives  in  battle. 
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Howard's  (11th)  corps  having  joined  Sherman  on  the  24t,h,  hia  operations 
from  that  date  will  be  included  in  Sherman's  report.  Also  those  of  Brigadier 
General  J.  C.  Davie,  second  division  14tb  corps,  who  reported  to  Sherman  for 
duty  on  the  21st. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 
Major  General  U.  S.  V.  Commanding. 
Brigadier  General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  U. 

■^'"Ofy-  S.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aide-da-Camp. 


Headquarters  Ohief  of  Artilleby,  D.  C, 

Chattanooga,  Tewa.,  December  5,  1863. 

Gkneral  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  major 
general  commanding  the  department,  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  artillery  in  my  charge  during  the  recent  battle  of  Chattanooga,  November 
23,  24,  and  S5  : 

With  considerable  difficulty,  owing  to  the  deficiency  in  tmnsportation,  I  suc- 
ceeded iti  getting  sixteen  (16)  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  into  position  on  the 
line  of  works,  in  addition  to  the  two  (2)  30-pounder  Parrotts  already  in  Fort 
Wood,  by  the  3Sd  November — four  (4)  ij-indi  Eodman  guns,  with  the  two  (2) 
SO-poiinder  Parrotta,  being  in  Fort  Wood  ou  the  estreme  left ;  four  (4)  30-pounder 
Parrotts  in  Fort  Cheatham,  and  four  (4)  4^-iach  Rodman  guns  in  Battery 
Koueseani  on  the  centre,  and  four  (4)  20-pounder  Parrotts  in  Fort  Sberidan,  on 
the  right. 

These  forts  occupied  prominent  positions  on  the  line,  the  guns  commanding 
the  rebel  iutienclimenta  at  the  foot  of  Missionary  ridge  and  Lookout  mountain, 
and  sweeping  the  level  ground  in  their  front.  In  addition  to  the  heavy  guns 
on  the  line  of  intrench  men  ts,  by  the  night  of  the  23d  I  had  two  (2)  SOpounder 
Parrotta  on  Moccasin  Point,  a  point  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  commanding 
the  approach  to  Lookout  mountain  on  its  most  northei'n  extremity  ;  three  (3) 
guns,  with  the  tenth  Indiana  battery  and  tlie  eighteenth  Ohio  battery,  under 
Captain  W.  A.  Naylor,  (tenth  Indiana  battery,)  subsequently  did  good  service 
during  Hooker's  assault  on  Lookout  mountain,  rendering  it  impracticable  for 
the  rebels  to  concentrate  on  the  north  side  of  the  mountain  to  resist  his  attack. 

The  tenth  Indiana  and  eighteenth  Ohio  batteries  had  previously  been  sta- 
tioned on  this  point  for  some  weeks,  and  had  succeeded  in  cutting  off,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  enemy's  communication  with  Lookout  mountain  by  the  northetit 
I'OQte.  I  had  also  seven  (7)  field  batteries  on  the  line,  viz  :  C  and  M,  first  regi- 
ment Illinois  volunteer  artillery ;  M,  first  regiment  Missouri  artilleiy  ■  F  and  G, 
first  Ohio  volunteer  artillery ;  sixth  Ohio  and  seventh  Indiana  batteiiei  so  ar 
ranged  at  the  defensible  points  as  to  insure  a  lafe  retieat  slionld  the  attacking 
line  be  repulsed. 

On  the  night  of  the  23d  I  bad  the  following  batteiiM  placed  m  position  oa 
the  north  side  of  the  river  at  four  (4)  several  points  to  cover  the  cioasmg  of 
General  Sherman's  command  and  prevent  a  loice  moving  to  oppose  him  until 
he  bad  taken  up  position  and  established  connexions  with  our  left,  viz  .  Com 
pany  C,  first  regiment  Ohio  volunteer  artilleiy,  Captain  Gary ;  company  B,  first 
re^ment  Oliio  volunteer  artillery.  Lieutenant  Baldwin ;  company  B,  first  regi- 
ment Illinois  volunteer  artillery.  Captain  Ramsey  ;  company  F,  first  regiment 
Illinois  volunteer  artillery,  Captain  Oheeney ;  company  H,  first  regiment  Illi- 
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nois  volunteer  artillery,  Lieutenant  De  Grass;  company,!,  first  regiment  Illi- 
nois volunteer  artillery.  Lieutenant  Burton ;  twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  battery, 
Lieutenant  McDowell ;  thitteentli  New  Lock  batt^y,  Captain  Wheeler ;  twelfth 
Wisconsin  battery.  Captain  Zackerick;  Oasswell'a  Ilfinoia  battery,  Captaia 
Oaaawell.  These  batteries  were  under  the  directions  of  Colonel  James  Bar- 
uett,  first  regiment  Ohio  volunteer  artilleiT,  commanding  first  division  artillery 
reserve,  and  Colonel  Taylor,  chief  of  artillery  of  General  Sherman's  eommand, 
and  from  their  commanding  positions  were  well  calculated  to  effect  the  pHrpose 
for  which  they  were  intended. 

Everything  conld  have  been  in  position  by  the  morning  of  the  SOth,  but  the 
contemplated  attack  having  byen  postponed,  it  was  unnecessary  to  make  a  final 
disposition  of  the  guns  until  the  night  of  the  22d. 

At  about  12  m.  on  the  23d  instant  I  opened  with  the  heavy  guns  from  all 
points  of  the  line  on  the  rebel  positions  at  the  foot  of  Missionary  ridge  and  the 
east  side  of  Lookout  mountain  with  some  effect,  in  many  instances  driving  the 
enemy  from  their  camps  and  line  of  works.  At  3  p.  m.  on  the  following  day  I 
ordered  a  section  of  10-pounder  Parrotta  to  be  placed  at  the  "  Tannery,"  com- 
manding the  valley  toad  and  Chattanooga  creek,  where  it  subse([ttentiy  did 
good  service. 

Aboat  1  p.  m.  on  the  23d  the  infantry  advanced  under  cover  of  the  gans  and 
carried  the  rebel  rifle-pits  situated  about  one  and  a  half  mile  to  our  front. 
Such  batteries  as  could  oe  mounted  were  immediately  thrown  out  on  "  Orchard 
Knoll,"  "  Brush  Knob,"  and  such  other  elevations  as  the  couiitry  afForded. 

With  the  assistance  of  General  Sherman,  who  furnished  me  with  hoi-sea  for 
three  (3)  batteries,  (the  battery  horses  of  the  D.  C.  having  either  died  or  be- 
come so  emaciated  from  starvation  as  to  render  but  few  of  them  fit  for  service,) 
I  had  succeeded  in  mounting  seven  (7)  batte  ies  four  (4  )  however,  were  only 
brought  into  action.     These  did  exceUent  1     ng  th      ttack  of  the  25th 

instant,  as,  being  ia  easy  range  of  the  r  b  1  nt  n  hm  t  th  y  did  considera- 
ble execution,  and  aided  materially  in  f      ng  th      n  my  t     abandon  those 

On  the  S4th  Sherman  crossed  the  riv  dfmdaj  t  with  Howard 
near  Citico  creek,  the  batteries  on  the  n    th      d      f  tl  ffectually  pre- 

venting any  masses  of  troops  intercepting  them.  It  was,  however,  found  too 
hazardous  to  endeavor  to  enfilade  the  rebel  line  from  these  batteries,  as  was  at 
first  purposed,  our  ti-oops  being  in  sach  close  proximity. 

During  the  34th  and  the  morning  of  the  S5th  the  guns  of  Forts  Wood  and 
Cheatham  opened  on  all  bodies  of  troops  observed  to  be  concentrating  or  mov- 
ing on  Missionary  ridge,  distance  2J  miles,  sometimes  with  good  effect.  At 
about  2.30  p.  m.,  on  the  25th  instant,  the  line  made  the  advance  that  ultimately 
resulted  in  carrying  the  enemy's  position  ;  the  guns  from  the  intrenchmenta 
continued  to  play  on  the  rebel  lines  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge  until  the  proximity 
of  our  troops  rendered  such  fire  dangerous,  when  they  turned  their  attention  to 
the  crest  of  Miasionaiy  ridge,  and  made  some  excellent  practice  on  the  rebel 
troops  moving  on  that  position, 

This  engagement  has  proved  beyond  doubt  the  utter  worthlessness  of  the 
projectile  known  as  the  Rodman  projectile,  furnished  the  4J-inch  Kodman  guns, 
and  unless  oiher  and  better  projectiles  be  obtained  I  consider  that  these  guns 
will  be  little  better  than  useless. 

There  is  a  radical  defect  in  the  fuae  of  the  shells  fiirnished  this  department, 
which  I  believe  to  originate  in  the  irregularity  of  their  composition,  rendering 
the  explosion  of  the  shell  at  the  calculated  time  very  uncertain.  I  have  also 
remarked  that  the  partitions  in  the  fuzes  are  very  tliin,  and  liable  to  burst,  then 
cansing  the  explosion  of  the  shell  in  a  shorter  period  than  the  time  for  which 
the  fuze  was  cat. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


140 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 


Id  fact,  the  entire  practice  witli  shell  was  very  uusatisfactory,  the  sheila 
either  exploding  too  sooq  or  not  at  all. 

The  following  guns,  carriages,  caissons,  limhers,  and  ammunition  were  cap- 
tured from  the  rebels  during  the  engagement  of  the  S4th  and  25th,  and  suhse- 
quent  pursuit  of  the  enemy : 

By  General  Davis's  division  at  Ohickamanga  station S  24-pr.  guns 

By  General  Geaiy'a  division  on  Lookout  mountain 2  field  pieces 

By  General  Osterhau'es  division  on  Missionary  ridge 1 

By  General  Wood's  division  on  Missionary  ridge 18 

By  General  Sheridan's  division  on  Missionary  ridge 6 

By  General  Johnson's  division  at  Graysville 4 

By  Genei-al  Baird's  division  on  Missionary  ridge 1 

Claimed  by  Generals  Baird   and  Wood 6 

Claimed  hy  Generals  Wood  and  Sheridan 6 


Total,  (2  heavy  guns,  and  38  field  pieces) 

19  carnages  for  light  12-pounder  guns. 
4  carmges  foi  lO-pounder  Parrotts. 
8  carnages  foi  6-pounder  gnus. 
1  carnage  foi  3-inch  gun. 
3  cairiages  foi  6-pounder  James's  3-80  bore, 
3  carnages  for  12-pounder  howitzers. 
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17  cais'son^  foi  light  12-pounder  gans. 
3  caissons  for  lO-pounder  Parrott's. 
3  caissons  for  12-pounder  howitzers. 
3  caissons  foi  C-pounder  guns. 
1  caisson  for  S-inch  gun. 

for  8-80  James's  rifle. 


13  limbers  for  light  12-pounder  guns. 
4  limbers  for  lO-pounder  Parrotts. 
7  limbers  for  6-pounder  guns. 
1  limber  for  3-inch  gun. 

25  limbers. 

A  good  manj  paits  of  hxmess  were  also  c 

805  rounds  immunition  for  12-pounder  f 

383  rounds  immunition  for  12-pounder  . 

333  rounds  ammunition  for  6-pounder  gi 

316  rounds  ammunition  tor  lO-pounder  ] 

57  rounds  ammunition  for  3-inch  gun. 

151  round-i  ammunitnii  lor  3-80  James'i 


1,  844  rounds. 


This  is  all  that  has  c 
n  indebted  to  Majoi 


n  up  to  the  present  time. 
^  r  J.  Mendeuhall,  assistant  chief  of  artillery,  for  valu- 
e  assistance  previous  to  and  during  the  three  days'  battle. 
Captain  Stokes,  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  battery,  acting  as  additional  aide-de- 
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camp,  had  cliavge  of  the  batteries  on  the  riglit  of  the  line  of  mtfeHcTimenta, 
which  were  served  nnder  his  directioua  with  akill  and  effect.     Captain  L.  J. 
Lambert,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Lieutenant  T.  V.  Webb,  aide-de-camp, 
of  my  staff,  performed  their  duties  with  promptitude  and  to  my  satisfaction. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfiiliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M,  BEANNAN, 
Maj.  Gen.  and  Ghkf  of  Arfy,  D.  C. 
Brigadier  General  Win.  D.  Whipple, 

Ass't  Adj't  General,  Department  of  the  Cumberland., 
Trae  copy : 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  4th  Abmy  Corps, 

Loudon,  East  Tenn.,  February  1!,  1864. 

Gbiveral;  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  major  general  commauding 
the  departmeat  of  the  Cumberland  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
4th  army  corps  in  the  recent  battles  of  Chattanooga,  For  particular  and  de- 
tailed accounts  of  the  facts  mentioned  therein  I  refer  to  the  official  reports  of 
division,  brigade,  and  regimental  commanders,  herewith  foi-warded. 

On  the  18th  day  of  November  last  I  received  instructions  from  Major 
General  Thomas  directing  me  to  hold  the  two  divisions  of  my  command,  then 
at  Chattanooga,  ia  readiness  to  join  in  an  attack  about  to  ba  made  upon  the 
enemy  in  oar  front.  In  this  attack  I  was  to  co-operate  directly  with  Major 
General  Sherman  after  he  had  crossed  his  command  from  the  north  bank  of  the 
Tennessee  river,  immediately  below  the  mouth  of  Chickamauga  creek,  and  had 
reached  the  north  end  of  Mission  ridge.  This  attack  was  ordered  to  be  made 
at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  November  31,  I  was,  therefore,  directed  to 
bridge  Citico  creek,  a  deep,  nan-ow  stream  that  would  separate  my  command 
from  the  position  that  was  to  be  occupied  by  Major  General  Sherman,  working 
under  cover  of  darkness  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  and  to  cross  it  with  my 
two  divisions  before  daylight  the  next  morning,  moving  toward  the  north 
end  of  Mission  ridge,  and  marching  so  as  to  arrive  at  that  point  simultaneously 
with  Major  General  Sherman. 

It  was  designed  that  after  having  effected  a  juncture  with  these  troops  I 
should  change  the  direction  of  jaj  column,  and  move  along  the  nortbwestera 
side  and  base  of  Mission  ridge,  taking  the  enemy  in  front  and  flank. 

This  contemplated  attack,  however,  was  not  made  on  the  morning  of  the  21st, 
the  orders  having  been  countermanded  on  the  20th,  when  it  was  found  that 
Major  General  Sherman's  column;  which  had  been  much  delayed  on  the  march 
from  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  by  the  heavy  rains  and  the  bad  roads,  could  not  get 
up  in  time  for  it. 

On  the  night  of  November  32,  acting  under  orders  similar  to  those  above 
mentioned,  1  bridged  Citico  creek  and  placed  my  command  in  readiness  to  cross 
it,  but  did  nothing  further,  as  I  received  a  note,  after  dark,  from  department 
headquarters  informing  me  that  as  an  accident  had  happened  to  the  bridge  at 
Brown's  fen-y,  Major  General  Sherman  would  be  there  detained,  and  that  con- 
scijuently  immediate  action  wis  to  be  suspended.  The  disposition  of  the  troops 
of  this  corps  on  the  morning  of  November  23  was  as  follows :  The  second 
division,  nnder  command  of  Major  General  Sheridan,  and  the  third  division, 
under  Brigadier  General  Thomas  J.  Wood,  were  camped  within  our  advanced 
line  of  rifle-pits  in  front  of  Chattanooga.  The  right  of  Major  General  Sheridan's 
division  resting  on  the  Bossville  road,  and  the  left,  joining  General  Wood's  right, 
while  the  left  of  General  Wood's  division  rested  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ten- 
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nessee  river,  northeast  of  the  towa.  The  fii-at  brigade  of  the  first  division  was, 
at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  and  the  second  and  third  brigades  of  the  same  division, 
the  second  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  WhitaJcer,  and  the  third  commaoded 
by  Oolone!  Grose,  and  both  nsdev  the  temporary  command  of  Brigadier  Genernl 
Cruft,  were  marching  from  Shellmouud  and  Whiteside  en  route  to  join  Major 
General  Hooker's  command,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  river,  near 
Brown's  ferry. 

On  the  night  of  November  23  there  were  movements  in  the  enemy's  camp 
indicating  that  he  was  advised  of  our  intentions,  which,  by  reason  of  delays  and 
accidents,  had  become  somewhat  apparent,  and  that  he  was  either  withdrawing 
or  concentrating  his  forces.  His  front,  however,  remained  unchanged.  At 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day,'  November  23,  I  received  a 
despatch,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"HEADaUABTEHS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND, 

"  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  23,  1863. 
"  The  general  commanding  department  directs  that  you  throw  one  division  of 
the  4th  corps  forward  in  the  direction  of  Orchard  Knob  (and  hold  a  second 
division  in  supporting  distance}  to  discover  the  position  of  the  euemy,  if  ho 
stOl  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  his  old  camp.  Howard's  and  Baird's  commands 
will  be  ready  to  co-operate  if  needed. 

'■J.J.  REYNOLDS. 
"Mujor  Genera/  and  Chief  of  Stag. 
"  Major  General  Gbanqbr, 

"  Commanding  4(A  Army  Corps." 

Orchard  Knob  is  a  rugged  hill,  rising  one  hundred  feet  above  the  Chatta- 
nooga valley,  lying  between  Fort  Wood,  a  work  on  our  exterior  line  of  defence, 
northeast  of  Chattanooga  and  Mission  ridge,  being  distant  from  the  former 
point  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  and  about  one  mile  fi-om  the  ridge.  The  ascent 
of  the  knob  is  very  steep,  save  oo  the  side  to  the  right  looking  south,  where 
the  ground  gradually  sloping  from  the  summit  makes  a  dip  or  gorge,  and  rises 
on  the  other  side  to  nearly  the  same  height  as  the  knob.  From  this  point  run- 
ning off  in  a  southwestern  direction  for  over  one-half  of  a  mile,  tui'ning  to  the 
right,  is  a  rough  rocky  ridge,  which  is  covered  with  a  sparse  gi-owth  of  timber. 

Along  the  crest  of  this  ridge  the  enemy  had  made  breastworks  of  logs  and 
stone  and  a  line  of  rifle.pits.  Along  the  base  of  Orchard  Knob,  on  the  side 
towards  Chattanooga,  was  another  line  of  rifle-pits  which  extended  beyond  the 
knob,  on  our  left,  for  more  than  a  mile,  following  the  curvature  of  Citico  creek ; 
and  yet,  to  the  left  of  its  termination,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  ran  two 
additional  and  parallel  lines.  A  heavy  belt  of  timber,  ranging  from  one-c[uarter 
to  three. quarters  of  a  mile  in  width,  lay  between  our  lines  and  Orchard  Knob, 
covering  the  front  of  the  knob  and  the  line  of  the  ridge,  and  serviug  the  enemy 
as  a  mask  for  his  position  and  movements.  Between  this  timber  and  Chatta- 
nooga were  open  fields,  some  of  which,  being  low  and  swampy,  were  dif&cult  to 
cross  with  troops.  Through  them  runs  the  Atlantic  aud  Western  railroad, 
which,  as  it  approaches  the  river,  bends  towards  the  north  end  of  Mission  ridge, 
where  it  passes  through  the  tunnel. 

The  foregoing  is  &  brief  sketch  of  the  ground  and  points  over  which  and  in 
the  direction  of  which  I  was  ordered  to  make  a  reconnoissance.  It  would  be 
necessary  to  give  a  more  complete  description  of  such,  to  fully  explain  the  move- 
ments of  my  troops  that  were  made  iu  obedience  to  this  order.  As  such  cannot 
be  given  in  this  brief  report,  I  will  forward  a  map  of  ihe  topography  of  the 
country,  to  be  attached  hereto,  and  for  reference,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  procured. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  Major  General  Thomas,  I  directed 
Brigadier  General  Wood,  commauding  the  third  division,  to  prepare  for  an  ad- 
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vance  by  forming  his  troops  in  the  open  field  at  the  base  of  the  slftpe  of  Fort 
Wood,  and  without  the  linee  of  our  rifle-pits;  and  at  the  same  time  I  directed 
Slajor  General  Sheridan,  commanding  the  second  division,  to  hold  his  troops 
within  eupporting  distance  on  the  right  of  General  Wood,  posting  them  along 
tlie  line  of  tlie  Atlantic  and  Western  railroad,  with  his  right  resting  opposite 
Lunette  Palmer.  The  positions  indicated  were  promptly  taken  by  these  two 
dvTisions  at  noonday,  with  no  attempts  at  concealment  or  surprise,  and  in  plain 
view  of  the  enemy,  who  watched  them  from  Mission  ridge  and  Orchard  Knob. 
The  troops  moved  into  line  and  position  with  snch  regularity  and  precision  aa, 
to  present  the  appearance  of  a  formation  for  review  or  parade,  and  the  enemy's 
pickets,  but  a  few  hundred  feet  off,  were  apparently  awaiting  a  display  or  mili- 
tary pageant  when  our  skirmish  line  advanced  and  opened  fire. 

At  half  past  one  o'clock  p.  m.  I  directed  General  Wood  to  advance-  In  a  few 
momenta  hia  ti'oops  having  paaaed  through  the  open  fields  engaged  the  enemy 
in  the  woods,  and  drove  them  back  to  their  rifle-pits.  The  resistance  here  met 
with,  especially  in  front  of  Hazen'a  brigade,  where  we  sustained  the  heaviest 
loss,  was  very  stubborn,  and  the  euemy  was  only  driven  back  when  hia  works 
were  cleared  by  the  bayonet.  In  this  dash,. which. was  quick  and  gallant,  we 
lost  one  hnndred  and  twenty-five  oifioera  and  men,  killed  and  wounded,  and  by 
it  we  gained  Orchard  Knob  aad  the  ridge  to  its  right,  at  the  same  time  capturing 
many  prisoners.  The  twenty-third  Alabama  infantry,  almo at  entire,  with  the 
regimental  colors,  was  captured. 

As  soon  as  General  Wood  had  occupied  the  knob  and  ridge,  I  directed  Major 
General  Sheridan  to  advance  his  division,  and  it  was  placed  iu  position  in 
echelon  on  the  right  of  General  Wood,  the  two  divisions  forming  a  coctinnona 
iiue  of  battle  resting  on  the  rising  gi-onnd  lying  almost  pai-ailel  with  Mission 
ridge,  and  sweeping  on  the  extreme  right  around  towards  our  chain  of  defensive 
works  at  Chattanooga.  The  reconnoissance  was  a  complete  success.  In  making 
it  we  had  not  only  obtained  the  desired  information,  but  bad  also  aneceasfully 
attacked  the  enemy  and  had  driven  him  fcom  a  strong  and  important  position. 

Orchard  Knob  and  the  ridge  to  its  right  looked  into  the  long  line  of  rifle-pita 
at  the  base  of  Mission  ridge,  which  were  held  by  the  enemy  in  force,  and  they 
also  afforded  points  of  observation  upon  movements  that  the  enemy  might  make 
through  the  valley  towards  the  scene  of  Major  General  Sherman's  operations. 
My  command  now  remained  in  position  awaiting  further  orders.  I  reported  our 
success  and  the  position  and  condition  of  the  enemy  in  our  front  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Thomas,  commanding  the  department  of  the  Oumberland,  and  at  4  o'clock 
p.  m.  I  received  a  despatch  from  him  instructing  me  to  hold  and  strengthen  my 
position,  and  stating  that  Major  General  Howard's  command  was  taking  position 
on  my  left.  In  accordance  with  these  instmctions,  a  I'nde  line  of  breastworks 
was  thrown  up  along  my  front  during  the  evening,  and  an  epawlement  for  a  six- 
gun  battery  was  constructed  on  the  knob,  in  which  Bridges'a  battery  of  four 
tiiree-inch  Rodman  guns  and  two  Napoleons  was  placed  before  morning. 

Immediately  after  receiving  the  above  instructions  I  observed  from  Orchard 
Knob  Major  General  Howard  was  meeting  with  such  resistance  from  the  enemy 
in  the  double  line  of  rifle-pits  to  the  left  of  our  position,  and  on  the  opposite  side 
of  Citieo  creek,  as  to  prevent  him  from  making  any  further  advance,  or  from 
gaining  possession  of  them.  I  therefore  ordered  Brigadier  General  Beatty, 
commanding  third  brigade  third  division,  to  send  two  regiments  through  the 
woods  aa  quietly  aa  possible  to  surprise  the  party  of  the  enemy  and  to  attack 
tiiem  in  flank.  The  regiments  sent  by  him  for  this  purpose,  the  nineteenth 
Ohio,  commanded  by  Colonel  Maaderaon,  and  the  ninth  Kentucky  infantry, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Cram,  came  cpon  the  enemy  suddenly,  attacked  them 
in  flank  and  drove  them  back  toward  Misaion  ridge.  The  rifle-pits,  however, 
not  having  been  taken  possession  of  by  the  troops  in  their  front,  wejre  occu- 
pied by  tlie  enemy  during  the  night,  but  they  were  again  cleared  in  a  simflar 
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manner  by  the  same  two  regiraeats  after  daylight  the  next  morning-,  and  for  some 
leosoa  unknown  to  me  were  not  even  then  occupied  by  the  troops  of  the  11th 
corps.  On  tiie  24th  day  of  November  the  two  brigades  of  the  first  division 
of  this  corps,  under  command  of  Brigadier  General  Oruft,  were,  with  Major 
General  Hooker,  engaged  in  hia  splendid  assault  upon  Lookout  mountain. 
OopieB  of  the  official  reports  of  Brigadier  General  Oruft  and  of  his  brigade  and 
regimental  commanders  have  been  forwarded  to  me.  The  original  reports  have 
been  forwarded  to  Major  General  Hooker.  To  these  and  to  the  report  of  Major 
.Genera!  Hooker  I  refer  for  a  full  statement  of  the  conduct  of  my  troops  on 
Lookout  monntaia.  It  may  be  allowed  me,  however,  as  their  eommanding 
officer,  to  thank  them  for  their  conspicuoiia  gallantry ;  for  the  important  service 
they  rendered,  and  for  the  heai'ty  support  which  they  gave  to  Major  General 
Hooker  on  that  memorable  day. 

During  the  night  of  November  23  Major  Genera!  Sheridan's  and  Brigadier 
General  Wood's  commands  were  engaged  in  strengthening  their  positions.  All 
of  the  next  day  they  remained  in  line  watching  the  enemy  in  front  and  await- 
ing orders.  No  movement  was  made  by  them  during  the  day,  and  the  quiet  of 
this  part  of  our  lines  was  only  broken  liy  an  occasional  exchange  of  shots  be- 
tween Bridge's  battery  on  the  knoh  and  the  enemy's  batteries  on  Mission  ridge. 
At  C  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  a  despatch,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

"  HEADQrARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND. 

"  General  Gra.\ger  : 

"The  general  commanding  the  department  directs  that  you  have  everything 
ready  for  an  offensive  movement  early  to-morrow  morning. 

"J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

"  CM./of  Staff." 

One  mile  in  front  of  ottr  position  and  almost  parallel  with  it  was  Mission, 
ridge,  a  Hne  or  "back-bone"  of  rugged  hills  running  from  a  point  about  four 
miles  northeast  of  Chattanooga,  where  it  juts  towards  the  Tennessee  river  in  a 
southwesterly  direction  until  it  dips  into  the  valley  at  Rossville,  four  miles  south 
of  Chattanooga.  It  is  of  alroost  a  uniform  height  along  the  part  mentioned, 
rising  about  five  hundred  feet  above  the  valley  that  lies  at  its  base.  On  the 
side  looking  toward  Chattanooga  it  presents  a  bare,  rough,  and  broken  surface, 
marked  by  gullies  and  ravines.  This  mountain  barrier,  even  as  nature  planted 
it,  was  a  most  foi-midable  fortress.  The  commander  who  held  it  might  be  war- 
ranted in  the  conclusion  that  troops  could  not  storm  it.  But  strengthened  as  it 
was  by  the  enemy,  with  a  line  of  heavy  breastworks  running  along  its  base, 
with  two  additional  lines  of  rifle-pita,  one  partly  girdling  it  midway  up,  and  the 
other  fringing  its  crest,  and  with  empanelmenta  on  the  summit  for  fifty  guns, 
it  could  well  be  deemed  impregnable.  Lying  between  Mission  ridge  and  Or- 
chard Knob  to  .the  right  is  a  broad,  wooded  valley  extending  on  the  right  to  the 
southwestern  end  of  the  ridge,  while  to  the  left  it  extends  beyond  Orchard  Knob, 
stretching  towards  the  river  and  Chattanooga.  From  the  end  of  the  ridge  last 
mentioned  this  valley  sweeps  around  into  the  Chattanooga  plain ;  that  part  of 
it,  though,  is  almost  altogether  clewed  of  timber,  leaving  open  ground  for  the 
most  part  between  Mission  ridge  and  the  position  held  by  Major  General  Sheri- 
dan's division.  In  front  of  Miseioa  ridge  the  enemy  had  cleared  away  the  tim- 
ber for  a  distance  of  from  three  to  five  hundred  yards,  so  as  to  leave  no  obstruc- 
tions to  a  direct  and  enfilading  fire  from  them. 

During  the  night  of  November  24  the  enemy  withdrew  fi-om  Lookout  moun- 
tain and  from  Chattanooga  valley,  and  commenced  to  mass  his  whole  force  upon 
Mission  ridge.  At  daylight  the  next  morning,  November  25,  Major  General 
Sherman,  having  crossed  the  Tennessee  river  at  the  designated  point,  gained 
possession  of  the  northern  end  of  the  ridge  near  the  railroad  tunnel.     Long 
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columns  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  before  sunrise  moving  towards  that  p      t 
and  it  was  not  late  in  the  day  before  their  guns,  with  those  of  G  n    al  'il 
man  briskly  replying,  were  heard  opening  the  battle.     For  hours  n  y     mm  n  1 
from  behind  their  breastworks,  anxiously  and  impatiently  watched  th  u     1 

of  their  brothers-in-arms  away  off  to  their  left  on  the  northern  end  f  the  i^ 
They  saw  these  veteiana  from  Vicksburg  coming  to  their  relief  anl  en  a 
the  same  enemy  who  had  beleaguered  them  for  nine  long  weeks,  hold  Qg  ti  m  u 
their  defensive  works  by  strong  lines  of  circumvallation  that  rested  up  n  Lo  k 
out  mountain  and  Mission  ridge  and  in  the  Chattanooga  valley,  and  that 
stretched  like  an  iron  crescent  from  the  river  on  their  right  to  the  river  on  their 
left.  As  the  day  wore  on,  their  impatience  of  restraint  gathered  force,  and  their 
desire  to  advance  became  almost  unconti-ollable.     At  last  came  the  orders  to 

General  Sherman  was  unable  to  make  any  progress  in  moving  along  the 
ridge  during  the  day,  as  the  enemy  had  massed  in  his  front ;  therefore,  in  order 
to  relieve  him  I  was  ordered  to  make  a  demonstration  upon  the  works  of  the 
enemy  directly  in  my  front,  at  tt;e  base  of  Mission  ridge.  I  accordingly  di- 
rected Major  General  Sheridan  and  Brigadier  General  Wood  to  advance  their 
divisions  at  a  ^ven  signal,  moving  directly  forward  simultaneously  and  briskly 
to  attack  the  enemy,  and,  driving  him  from  his  rifle-pits,  to  take  possession  of 
them.  At  twenty  minutes  before  4  o'clock  p.  m.  six  guns,  the  signal  agreed 
upon,  were  fii-ed  in  rapid  succession,  and  before  the  smoke  had  cleared  away 
these  two  divisions,  Sheridan  on  the  right  and  Wood  on  the  left,  had  cleared 
tfie  breastworks  that  had  sheltered  them  for  two  days,  and  were  moving  forward. 
They  were  formed  in  the  following  oi'der  :  firet,  a  double  line  of  skiiinishers 
that  covered  the  troops  behind ;  then  the  line  of  battle  hy  brigades,  commenc- 
ing on  the  extreme  right  with  Uolonel  Sherman's  brigade,  then  Colonel  Horker's, 
then  Brigadier  General  Wagner's,  thea  Brigadier  General  Hazen's,  then  Briga- 
dier General  Willick's,  and  next,  on  the  extreme  left.  Brigadier  General  Beatty's. 
Following  this  line  were  the  reserves  in  mass. 

It  pleases  me  to  report  that  scarcely  a  straggler  could  be  seen  as  this  magnifi- 
cent line,  stretching  one  mile  ffom  end  to  end,  swept  through  the  valley  up  to 
the  assault.  At  the  moment  of  the  advance  of  these  troops  Mission  ridge  blazed 
with  the  fire  from  the  batteries  which  lined  its  summit.  Not  less  than  fifty 
guns  opened  at  once,  throwing  a  terrible  shower  of  shot  and  shell.  The  enemy 
now  taking  the  alarm,  commenced  to  move  troops  from  both  extremities  of  the 
ridge  for  the  purpose  of  filing  up  the  ranks  below  and  around  these  batteries. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  troops  holding  the  woods  were  driven  back  to  th^  works 
at  the  base  of  the  ridge,  their  pursuers  rapidly  following.  Here  they  halted 
and  made  a  stout  resistance,  but  our  troops,  by  an  impetuous  assault,  broke  this 
line  in  several  places ;  then,  scaling  the  breastworks  at  these  points,  opened  a 
flank  and  reserve  fire  upon  them,  which,  throwing  them  into  confusion,  caused 
their  precipitate  flight.  Many  prisoners  were  left  in  our  hands,  and  we  captured 
a  large  number  of  small-arms. 

My  orders  had  now  been  fully  and  successfully  carried  out,  but  not  enough 
had  been  done  to  satisfy  the  brave  troops  who  had  accomplished  so  much.  Al- 
though the  batteries  on  the  ridge,  at  short  range,  by  direct  and  eufilading  fire, 
were  still  pouring  down  upon  them  a  shower  of  iron,  and  the  musketry  from 
tlie  hillsides  were  thinning  their  ranksi  they  dashed  over  the  breastworks, 
through  the  rifle-pits,  and  started  up  the  ridge.  They  started  without  orders. 
Along  the  whole  line  of  both  divisions,  from  right  to  left  and  from  left  to  right, 
simultaneously  and  with  one  accord,  animated  with  one  spirit,  and  with  heroic 
courage,  eagerly  they  rushed  forward  to  a  danger  before  which  the  bravest, 
marching  under  orders,  migllt  ti-emble.  Officers  caught  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
men,  and  the  men  in  turn  were  cheered  by  the  officers.  Each  regiment  tried  to 
surpass  the  other  in  fighting  its  way  up  a  hill  that  would  try  those  of  stout 
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limb  and  strong  lunga  to  climb,  and  each  tried  first  to  plant  itB  flag  on  the  m  i 
mit.     Above  these  men  were  an  additional  line  of  rifle-pits  filled  with  tioo^ 
"What  was  on  the  summit  of  the  ridge  they  knew  not,  and  did  not  stop  to 
quire.     The  enemy  was  before  them  ;  to  know  that  was  to  know  sufficient       \ 
several  points  along  the  line  my  troops  were  ascending  the  hill  and  gimi  g  p 
sitiona  less  exposed  to  the  enemy's  artillery  fire,  though  more  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  musketry.     Seeing  this,  I  sent  my  assistant  adjutant  gfneral  to  ju 

^nire,  first  of  General  Wood  and  then  of  Genera!  Sheridan,  whether  th?  tio  p 
ad  been  ordered  np  the  ridge  by  them,  and  to  instruct  them  to  take  the  ndg 
if  possible.  In  reply  to  this,  General  Wood  told  him  that  the  men  had  started 
without  orders,  and  that  he  could  take  it  if  he  could  be  supported.  In  the 
mean  time  an  aide-de-camp  from  General  Sheridan  had  reported  to  me  that  the 
general  wished  to  know  whether  the  orders  that  had  been  given  to  taie  the  rifle- 
pits  "  meant  those  at  the  base  of  the  lidge  or  those  on  top."  My  reply  was 
that  the  order  had  been  to  take  those  at  the  base.  Conceiving  this  to  be  ao 
order  to  fall  back  to  those  rifle-pits,  and  on  his  way  to  General  Sheridan,  so  re- 
porting it  to  Genera!  Wagner,  commanding  second  brigade  of  Sheridan's  di- 
vision, this  brigade  was  withdrawn  from  a  position  which  it  had  gained  on  the 
side  of  the  ridge  to  the  rifie-pita  which  were  being  raked  by  the  enemy's  ar- 
tillery, and  from  this  point,  starting  again  under  a  terrible  fire,  made  the  ascent 
of  the  ridge.  My  assistant  adjutant  general,  on  his  way  to  General  Sheridan, 
i-eported  to  me  General  Wood's  reply,  but,  by  ray  instracttona,  went  no  further 
with  the  message  which  I  had  given  him,  as  I  had  already  sent  Captain  Avery, 
my  aide-de-eamp,  directly  to  Major  General  Sheridan,  instructing  him  to  go 
ahead  and  take  the  ridge  if  he  could.  I  had  also,  in  the  mean  time,  sent  all  the' 
rest  of  my  atafi'  ofEceis,  aome  of  them  to  deliver  similar  messages  to  Major 
General  Sheridan  and  Brigadier  General  Wood,  fearing  the  first  message  might 
not  get  through,  and  others  to  order  up  tlie  reserves  and  every  man  that  re- 
mained behind  to  the  support  of  the  troops  ets-rting  up  the  ridge.  Brigadier 
General  Johnson's  division  of  the  14th  ai-my  corps  was  now  ordered  up  to  the 
support  of  Ma,jor  General  Sheridan,  whfle  Brigadier  General  Baird's  division  of 
the  same  corps  was  pushed  up  to  the  support  of  Brigadier  General  Wood  on  the 
left.  Through  the  shower  of  musket  shot  that  came  from  above,  climbing  up 
the  ridge  over  rocks  and  felled  timber,  my  command  marched  upward.  In  just 
one  hoar  from  the  time  of  leaving  Orchard  Knob  it  was  driving  the  enemy  from 
his  last  line  of  breastworks  and  rifle-pits,  and  capturing  his  batteries.  As  soon 
as  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  the  summit  of  the  ridge  in  front  of  Major 
General  Sberidan,  he  fled  down  its  southern  slope,  retreating  towards  Chicka- 
mauga  creek.  General  Sheridan  promptly  followed  them,  moving  with  Uvn 
brigades  of  his  division  (Brigadier  General  Wagner'a  and  Colonel  Harker'n) 
down  the  road  leading  to  Ohickamanga  station.  He  had  pursued  but  one  milii 
when,  as  night  was  approaching,  he  came  up  with  a  large  body  of  troops  posted, 
with  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  in  a  sti'ong  position  on  a  high  ridge.  Our  men, 
elated  with  their  success  thus  far,  stopped  not  at  this  obstacle,  but  boldly  push- 
ing up  to  the  enemy's  line,  opened  a  vigorous  fire  of  musketry  and  then  made 
a  gallant  assault,  which  caused  him  to  fly.  Two  guns  and  part  of  the  enemy's 
wagon  train  were  here  captured. 

It  was  now  night,  and  as  the  troops  were  almost  exhausted  hy  the  fatigues 
of  the  day,  they  were  halted  on  this  ridge  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  short 
i-est  before  continuing  the  pursuit. 

Brigadier  General  Wood  had  just  driven  the  enemy  from  his  front,  on  the 
summit  of  the  ridge,  when  I  observed  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  coming  from 
that  part  of  the  bill  occupied  by  Major  General  Slierman,  and  moving  in  the 
direction  of  our  left  flank.  Before  General  Wood  could  get  his  troops  in  shape 
to  meet  them.  Brigadier  General  Baird  opportunely  arrived  with  hte  division 
and  went  into  position  on  our  left.  When  the  enemy  came  up  a  sharp  contest 
here  commenced,  which  afterwards  lasted  until  dark.  After  the  17th  Ken- 
tucky infantiy  had  wheeled  to  the  left  and  fired  a  few  volleya  iijto  the  enemy's 
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flank,  thereby  immediately  relieving  Baird's  right,  I  directed  G-enerai  Waod  to 
fonn  his  division  on  the  ground  it  then  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  resting  hia 
men  and  getting  them  also  ready  for  the  anticipated  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

Two  miles  and  a  half  straight  forward  from  the  ridge  held  by  General  Wag- 
ner and  Colonel  Harker  at  dark  is  Chickamauga  creek.  From  this  point  it 
rtina  towards  the  north  end  of  Mission  ridge,  which  was  held  by  Major  General 
Shermaa,  then,  sweeping  around  the  same,  it  flows  in  a  northwestern  direction 
for  a  short  distance,  and  empties  into  the  Tennessee  river.  Taking  the  north 
end  of  Mission  ridge  as  the  apex,  and  then  Ridge  and  Chickamauga  creeks  as 
sides,  we  have  aa  aente  triangle.  It  was  my  design,  as  soon  as  the  troops 
were  sufficiently  rested,  to  move,  and,  as  soon  as  I  eonld  procure  guides,  to 
push  Sheridan's  division,  supported  by  Wood's,  down  Moore's  road,  and,  if 
possible,  get  possession  of  the  crossing  of  Chickamauga  creek,  then,  swinging 
my  colnmn,  to  move  towards  the  north  end  of  Mission  ridge.  By  this  move- 
ment 1  expected  to  capture  many  prisoners,  together  with  wagon  trains  and 
artillery  that  could  not  get  over  the  ereefc  in  time  to  be  saved  by  the  enemy. 
The  night  was  favorable  for  this  movement,  as  the  moon  shone  clear  and 
bright. 

At  7J  p.  m.  I  sent  a  despatch  to  Major  General  Thomas,  informing  Lim  that 
I  thought  we  could  cut  ofi  a  large  number  of  the  enemy  by  making  a  bold 
dash  upon  the  Chickamauga  moving  down  the  roads  that  led  from  our  front,, 
and  that  I  was  in  readiness  for  any  disposition  that  he  might  be  pleased  to 

Being,  to  my  great  disappointment,  unable  to  procure  guides  acquainted  with 
the  country  between  the  iidgt,  nnd  the  creek,  I  was  not  able  to  commence  the 
movement  until  midnight,  so  that  by  the  time  General  Sheridan  i-eached  the 
creek  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  was  just  crossing.  The  enemy  was  so 
closely  pursued,  however,  that  he  was  obliged  to  bnm  his  pontoon  bridge  be- 
fore all  of  his  forces  could  cross  the  creek,  leaving  several  hundred  of  them  to 
frtil  into  our  hands  as  prisoners.  We  also  captured  a  large  number  of  wagons 
loaded  with  quartermasters'  supplies,  together  with  caissons,  limbera,  small- 
arms,  artillery,  ammunition,  &c. 

In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  Major  General  Thomas,  I  withdrew 
the  troops  from  this  pursuit  before  daylight  to  make  preparations  to  start  on 
forced  marches  for  the  relief  of  Major  General  Burnside,  at  Knoxville. 

The  bold  and  siiccessful  attempt  to  storm  Mission  ridge,  the  result  that  fol- 
lowed, the  short  time  consumed  in  beating  back  the  enemy,  and  the  fruits  of 
the  victory,  were  snch  as  to  render  this  one  of  the  most  remarkable  battJes  of 
the  age. 

The  ridge  was  taken  after  a  hard  stmggle,  and  those  who  looked  on  from 
below  were  nnable  to  tell  which  division  or  what  regiment  first  reaehed  its 
summit,  for  along  my  whole  line  many  regiments  appeared  to  dash  over  the 
breast- works  on  the  crest  at  the  same  moment. 

Although  it  took  bat  one  horn  to  gain  the  Ridge,  my  command  lost  90.21 
per  cent,  of  the  force  engaged  in  killed  and  wounded.  For  particuhira  of  the 
casualties  I  refer  to  the  tabular  statement  of  the  same,  herewith  filed. 

We  captured  thirty-one  pieces  of  artillery  and  three  thonsund  eight  hundred 
and  twelve  prisoners.  General  Sheridan  reports  1,762  prisoners  taken  by  his 
division,  for  whom  he  obtained  receipts,  and  General  Wood  reports  2,050 
taken  by  his  division,  for  over  one  thousand  of  whom  he  also  obtained  receipts. 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  state  that  the  enemy  in  his  fiight  lost  over  five  thousand 
stand  of  small-arms.  In  many  places  the  ground  was  covered  with  them;  we 
passed  by  without  gathering  them  up,  as  we  were  pursuing  and  fighting  the 
enemy  until  after  dark,  and  as  my  command  was  recalled  during  the  night  for 
the  purpose  of  marching  to  Knoxville. 

""  t  of  the  captures  made  by  the  two  brigades  of  my  1st  division 
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on  Lookout  mountain,  and  for  a  statement  of  their  losses,  I  refer  to  the  official 
leporta  of  Brigadier  Genera!  Oiuft,  forwarded  to  Major  General  Hooker. 

Were  I  to  name  all  who  in  this  mOKt  gallant  feat  of  arms  won  credit,  I  must 
needs  call  the  roster  and  rolls  of  my  comniand ;  sufficient  be  it  then  in  this 
place  that  I  refer  for  the  names  of  officers  and  men  worthy  of  special  mention 
to  the  reports  of  their  immediate  commanders. 

To  Major  General  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  conspiciious  for  his  conduct  and  gal- 
lantry on  every  battle-field  where  he  has  been  engaged,  and  not  less  so  upon  this 
one,  to  Brigadier  General  Thomas  J.  Wood,  the  tried  and  trusty  soldier,  who  here 
added  a  new  glory  to  his  enviable  record,  to  BrigadiiT  Generals  WilJich  and 
Hazen  and  Wagner,  and  Samnel  Beatty,  and  to  Colonels  Harker  and  Sher- 
man, commanding  brigades,  whose  names  will  be  heai'd  wherever  is  told  the 
story  of  the  marching  and  fighting  of  this  army,  to  the  regimental  and  company 
officers,  and  to  the  private  soldiers  in  the  ranks,  not  merely  my  own  ac- 
knowledgments, hut  those  of  the  whole  country  are  due. 

To  all  of  the  members  of  my  staff  for  rendering  me  important  service  in 
carrying  despatches  and  orders  over  the  hottest  part  of  the  field  during  the 
battle,  and  for  promptly  and  efficiently  performing  all  other  duties  lequired  of 
them,  I  offer  my.  sincere  thanks, 

G.  GKANGEE, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  W.  D.  Whippi.k, 

CAu/of  Staff,  D.  a 

BATTLE  OF  MISSION  EIDGE. 

Statement  of  killed,  wminded,  and  missing  m  the  second  division,  Uk  army  corps, 
commanded  by  Major  General  P.  H.  SJieridan;  and  in  the  third  division. 
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Headquarters  11th  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  December  18,  1SG3. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  upon  the  operations  of  this  corps  during 
the  battle  of  Chattanooga  and  during  the  march  that  followed  until  its  return  to 
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111  accordance  with  instructions  received  through  your  headquarters,  tbo  in- 
fantry, with  three  batteries,  left  this  point  at  1  p.  m,,  Noyember  33d  ultimo. 

The  remaining  two  batteries  (Waderich's  battery,  I,  first  New  York,  and 
Heckman'a,  K,  first  Ohio,)  were  left  behind  and  established  under  General 
Hooker's  directions.  They  participated  to  some  extent  in  the  glorious  work  of 
getting  possession  of  Lookout  mountain. 

My  original  instructions  contemplated  placing  the  11th  corps  in  reserve  on 
the  peninsula  between  the  bridges  of  Brown's  ferry  and  Chatlanooga,  in  order 
to  act  with  General  Thomas,  at  Chattanooga,  or  with  General  Sherman,  as  the 
exigencies  of  tlie  battle  should  determine.  Subsequent  instructions  from  your 
headquarters,  dated  November  22,  directed  me  to  cross  the  pontoon  bridge  at 
Brown's  ferry  at  2  p,  m.  of  that  day,  and  move  thence  to  Chattanooga  direct. 

This  change,  as  I  understand,  was  based  on  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  department  that  it  was  practicable  to  re-enforce  Sherman  along  the  Bonth 
bank  of  the  Tennessee  without  trusting  to  the  treacherous  pontoons. 

The  north  bank  of  the  river  as  high  and  intermediate  between  the  Chattanooga 
bridge  and  the  point  three  {3)  miles  above,  selected  for  Sherman's  crossing,  is  a 
prominent  knoll  in  the  river  bank,  which  overlooks  the  broad  interval  on  the 
other  shore,  spread  out  between  the  heights  of  Chattanooga  and  Mission  ridge. 

The  ridge  springs  from  the  interval  land  between  the  Chickamauga  and  the 
Tennessee,  and  slretebes  off  for  miles  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  leaving  the 
Chickamauga  on  the  left.  I  sent  a  battery  {Wheeler's,  thu'teenth  New  York) 
to  the  knoll  described.  He  commanded  all  the  low  ground  as  far  as  his  guns 
would  reach,  and  in  conjunction  with  Fort  Wood,  situated  on  the  south  bank 
and  near  to  Chattanooga,  prevented  any  large  force  from  occupying  such  points 
as  might  separate  Sbei-man  from  the  main  body.  My  remaining  force,  about 
six  thousand  strong,  moved  over  the  bridge  into  Chattanooga,  and  took  post  to 
the  right  of  Fort  Wood.  The  rebel  signal  oifieei-'s  report  from  Lookout, 
read  by  one  of  our  officers,  was  that  a  large  force,  apparently  a  corps,  bad 
passed  into  Chattanooga.  This,  taken  in  connexion  with  tjie  fact  that  General 
ttherman's  troops  had  been  and  were  still  passing  along  Lookout  valley,  now  in 
plain  view  and  ni)w  hidden  by  hills,  makes  it  probable  that  Bragg  look  my 
force  for  a  part  of  Sherman's,  and  therefore  was  in  doubt  as  to  the  principal 
point  of  attack,  if,  indeed,  he  believed  yet  th;it  any  attack  at  all  was  intended. 

Bad  roads,  and  perhaps  other  unforeseen  hinderances,  delayed  the  march  of 
the  troops  that  were  to  operate  on  our  left,  so  that  Sunday  night,  November  22, 
the  general  movement  intended  for  the  morrow  was  postponed.  I  received  this 
order  direct  from  General  Thomas  and  also  through  your  headquarters.  My 
command  remained  during  the  night  as  posted. 

Monday,  November  23,  deserters  reported  that  the  enemy  intended  to  re- 
treat, and  some  deserted  camps  visible  from  Fort  Wood  gave  rise  to  the  rumor 
that  the  retreat  had  begun.  During  the  morning  a  reconnoissance  was  oi-dered. 
General  Granger's  corps  being  selected  to  make  the  movement  and  mine  held  in 
readiness  for  support. 

At  1  p.  m.  General  Granger  deployed  to  the  east  and  south  of  Fort  Wood, 
facing  toward  Mission  ridge.  The  enemy  on  the  ridge  and  on  the  few  high  in- 
termediate points  were  gazing  on  the  magnificent  display,  and  apparently  with- 
out thinking  that  so  fine  a  pai-ade  without  any  attempt  at  concealment  was  a 
demonstration  against  them.  As  soon  as  formed,  the  lines  moved  briskly  for- 
ward, driving  in  the  enemy's  outposts  and  taking  Oi-cbard  Knob,  a  small  hill, 
little  more  than  half-way  to  the  ridge  and  one  mile  south  from  tlie  Tennessee. 
The  enemy  had  here  a  small  epaulement  for  two  guns  and  rifle  pits.  During 
this  operation  I  had,  by  General  Thomas's  direction,  sent  a  battery  (company 
A,  fourth  regulars)  to  the  next  height,  (Brush  Hill,)  southeast  of  Fort  Wood, 
nearly  opposite  the  centre  of  Granger's  line.  Afterwards,  during  the  battle,  the 
battery  was  moved  forward  to  Sheridan's  front  line,  on  Granger's  right,  haying 
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been  replaced  by  Dilger's,  compaiij  I,  first  Oliio.  Lieutenant  MicHe,  com- 
manding tbe  regnlai"  battery,  was  bighly  complimented  for  good  firing.  GEeneral 
Grant  determined  to  hold  Orchard  Knob.  A  creek,  the  Oitico,  having  two 
small  branches,  bends  around  in  the  low  ground,  its  geoernl  direction  northwest, 
and  flows  into  the  Tennessee  half  a  mile  north  of  Fort  Wood.  The  weatera 
branch  passes  near  Orchai-d  Knob.  I  was  directed  to  move  up  to  this  creek, 
covering  the  approaches  to  Granger's  left.  The  land  near  the  creek  was  for  the 
most  part  covered  with  woods.  Major  General  Schura,  with  hia  division  of  in- 
fantry, was  ordered  to  take  the  right  of  this  line,  and  General  Steinwehr,  with 
his  division,  the  left.  The  two  divisions  were  deployed  with  great  promptitude. 
The  skirmishers  were  more  or  less  engaged  as  they  advanced  along  the  entire 
line,  and  qnite  briskly  in  Steinwehr'a  division.  The  latter  had  (mainly  in  the 
thirty-third  New  Jersey,  here  for  the  first  time  engaged,  and  with  credit)  three 
killed  and  about  twenty  wounded.  General  Schttrz's,  one  killed  and  twelve 
wounded.  The  enemy  was  forced  back  beyond  the  creek,  and  the  line  occu- 
pied as  directed.  This  ended  the  engagement  of  the  firat  day  of  the  battle. 
The  troops  threw  up  slight  breastworks  during  the  night  and  nest  morning 
From  the  map  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  Atlanta  railroad,  passing  south  of  Fort 
Wood,  nms  northeast,  nearly  parallel  with  the  river.  The  East  Tennessee 
railroad,  passing  north  of  Fort  Wood,  crosses  the  other  before  entering  the 
tunnel  through  Mission  ridge.  My  line  cut  both  of  these  woods,  and  its  left 
rested  just  awoss  the  Oitico,  on  the  river.  At  9  a.  m.  of  the  g4th,  General 
Steinwehr,  by  mj  dii-ection,  moved  the  seventy-third  Ohio  regiment  across  the 
Citico,  near  its  mouth,  which,  deploying  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  general 
line,  bandsomely  cleared  our  immediate  front  as  far  as  the  East  Tennessee  rail- 
road. As  there  was  diiEculty  in  recrossing  the  creek,  the  regiment  was  halted 
in  this  position  and  served  as  a  cover  to  a  movement  that  shortly  took  place. 

General  Sheiman  had  now  effected  a  crossing  of  the  Tennessee  just  below 
the  mouth  of  South  Cbickamauga.  I  was  directed  to  open  communication  witli 
him  by  a  brigade.  General  Steinwehr  detailed  Colonel  Buschbeck's,  which  I 
accompanied  in  person,  with  a  small  escort  of  cavalry.  Some  skirmishing  oe- 
cuiTcd  on  our  right,  and  tliinking  we  might  meet  resistance  from  that  quarter, 
Krizanowski's  brigade  of  General  Schurz's  division  was  brought  forward  as  a 
support.  Very  little  opposition  being  made,  the  junction  with  Sherman  was 
effected  just  as  he  was  placing  the  last  boat  of  the  bridge.  Already  two  of  bis 
divisions  had  been  thrown  over  in  boats  and  had  covered  their  bridge  by  a  line 
of  breastworks.  From  this  place  to  the  north  end  of  Mission  ridge  the  distance 
is  a  mile  and  a  half,  the  ground  mostly  low  and  undulating.  The  general 
pointed  out  the  hill  he  should  first  attempt  to  secure.  He  requested  me  to 
allow  Colonel  Buschbeck's  brigade  to  remain  and  skirmish  on  bis  right,  while  ho 
advanced  toward  the  ridge.  The  brigade  was  ordered  to  remain ;  I  then  re- 
turned to  my  corps  by  the  route  we  had  come.  Believing  Colonel  Ki"izanowski 
could  take  care  of  bis  brigade,  situated  as  he  was  under  the  cover  of  Wheeler's 
guns  from  the  opposite  shore,  I  concluded  to  leave  him  on  the  north  east,  side  of 
the  Citico  to  keep  open  the  communication  along  the  river  with  Buschbeck's 
brigade.  During  this  march  and  while  retnming  heavy  cannonading  was  heard 
in  the  direction  of  Lookout  mountain,  and  at  5,S0  p.  m,  we  were  cheered  with 
the  news  that  General  Hooker  had  carried  the  heights  and  secured  the  eastern 
slope  of  the  mountain.  Dilger's  Ohio  batteiy  had  been  sent  to  the  Chattanooga 
creek,  and  fired  efieotively,  preventing  a  movement  of  the  enemy  between 
Hooker  and  Palmer,  and  covering  the  building  of  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the 
creek. 

Karly  in  the  morning  of  the  gSth  I  issued  an  order  to  my  divisions,  in  ac- 
cordance with  General  Thomas's  instructions,  to  conform  to  the  movements  of 
General  Sherman  as  he  moved  forward  along  the  ridge.  I  was  to  advance  and 
complete  my  connexion  with  him.     In  order  to  effect  this,  after  hearing  that  he 
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Iiad  reached  tte  tunnel  of  the  East  Tennessee  raih-oad,  I  directed  General 
Steinwehr  to  pusli  forward  his  left  tiH  it  rested  on  this  railroad,  which  he  ac- 
complished with  very  little  opposition.  During  the  whole  moining,  from  day- 
light, the  enemy  were  seen  mai'ching  along  t^e  crest  of  Mission  ridge  toward 
General  Steinwehr's  position. 

At  9.43  a.  m,  an  order  was  received  by  me  to  niM'cli  towari5s  General  Sherman, 
looking  out  well  for  my  right  flank.  An  aide  from  General  Grant  urged  me  to" 
liftsten,  as  General  Sherman  needed  re-enforcements. 

At  10.45  a.  m.  my  hejd  of  column  arrived  at  the  pontoon  bridge,  where  I 
halted  and  massed  my  troops,  starting  to  report  in  person  to  General  Sherman, 
lie  sent  me  the  order  through  Lieutenant  Colonel  Meysenburg,  of  my  staff,  and 
afterwards  repeated  it  lo  me,  to  take  poet  on  his  left,  closing  a  space  that  had 
just  been  left  vacant  by  troops  that  had  been  pushed  further  to  the  right  in  sup- 
port of  the  main  attack  along  tbe  ridge. 

The  corps  was  placed  aa  directed,  its  left  resting  on  Obickamaaga  creek,  near 
Boyce's  station,  and  its  front  well  covered  by  a  good  line  of  skirmishers.  The 
right  rested  high  up  the  ridge  on  a  work  constructed  and  occupied  by  a  part  of 
General  Blair's  corps.  Here  again  my  troops  covered  themselves  with  breast- 
works. The  report  that  General  Sherman  had  reached  the  tunnel  was  premature. 
Instead  of  finding  a  continued  ridge  of  land,  as  one  would  suppose  looking  fi-om 
Chattanooga,  that  portion  of  Mission  ridge  north  of  the  East  Tennessee  rail- 
road is  broken  into  transverse  i-idges  with  deep  ravines  between  them. 

The  enemy's  troops  bad  possession  of  the  first  ridge  or  bill  north  of  the  Ten- 
nessee on  my  arrival,  and  a  fierce  contest  was  going  on  between  them  and  the 
attacking  party  for  its  possession. 

Colonel  Buschheek's  brigade,  or  rather  a  paj't  of  it,  as  General  Steinwebr  had 
detained  two  of  his  regiments  with  bim,  was  bearing  a  part  in  this  action.  Hav- 
ing be«n  assigned  to  General  Ewiug,  this  brigade  went  into  action  with  that 
of  Colonel  Loomis  of  Ewing's  division.  The  conduct  of  the  twenty -seventh 
Pennsylvania,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  McAIoon,  was  most  highly  compli- 
mented. 

The  Ttifun  attack  was  along  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  and  OoloneJ  Loomis  was 
trying  to  support  it  hj  a  movement  from  the  front.  McAloon  actually  led  his 
regiment  up  that  steep  acclivity,  five  or  six  hundred  feet  high,  under  a  terrific  fire 
of  grape  and  musketry,  and  staid  there  until  he  was  mortally  wounded.  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Taft  behaved  with  equal  intrepidity  with  the  seventy-third  Penn- 
sylvania, until  he  was  killed.  His  troops  drove  the  eaemy  from  some  buildings 
and  held  them.  Subsequently,  after  his  death,  some  of  his  company  commanders 
culpably  allowed  themselves  and  many  of  their  men  to  be  taken  by  the  enemy. 
It  is  alleged,  in  excuse  for  them,  they  bad  exhausted  their  ammunition ;  that 
Colonel  Loomis  left  their  flank  exposed  and  their  position  was  turned.  General 
Shei-man  did  not  succeed  in  dislodging  the  enemy,  but  these  vigorous  assaults 
served  to  accumulate  against  us  a  heavy  force  and  thus  weakened  other  portions 
of  the  enemy's  line. 

It  is  due  to  the  true-hearted  men  who  nobly  sacrificed  their  lives  at  this  point, 
or  who  are  now  suffering  from  painful  wounds,  that  their  names  and  their  regi- 
ments should  not  be  overlooked.  They  contributed  all  they  could  to  the  grand 
result.  News  arrived  in  the  evening  that  General  Thomas  had  carried  Mission 
jiclge  by  direct  assault,  that  General  Hooker  had  moved  to  Eossville  and  got 
upon  tlie  enemy's  left  flank,  and  that  the  enemy  was  in  fuU  retreat. 

The  enemy  left  our  front  during  the  night.  The  battle  of  Chattanooga  was 
over  and  it  was  a  success.  The  news  spread  like  wild -fire  and  the  Chicka- 
mauga  hills  echoed  with  our  soldiers'  victorious  cheers.  By  direction  of  General 
Sherman,  about  5  a.  m.  of  the  26th,  the  corps  crossed  the  Chickamanga  near- its 
inoiith  by  a  pontoon  bridge  already  there  and  proceeded  towards  Obickamauga 
station,  ascending  the  creek.     At  7  a.  m.  we  overtook  Davis's  division  that 
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crossed  in  tlie  night ;  the  fog  was  bo  dense  that  you  could  not  discern  a  horse  at 
a  hundred  yards. 

General  Davis  leported  to  me  on  my  arrival  as  the  senior  officer.  I  desired 
him  to  keep  the  lead  and  make  his  own  dispositions.  We  pushed  forward  care- 
fully till  the  fog  cleared  away,  heing  delayed  somewhat  by  reports  that  the 
enemy  was  moving  in  force  towards  our  left.  We  reached  Chickamanga  station 
at  IS  m.,  Davis's  advance  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  Two  siege  guns,  about 
a  thousand  bushels  of  com,  ten  pontoons,  and  considerable  flour  were  captured 
here,  lai'ge  quantities  of  flour  and  corn  were  burning  when  we  arrived.  General 
Sherman  Joined  ua  at  this  point,  and  the  pursuit  was  continued.  Just  before 
dark  Davis's  advance  came  upon  the  enemy's  rear  gnard,  posted  in  the  further 
edge  of  a  small  opening  in  a  forest,  some  three  miles  this  side  of  Greyaville. 
Two  brigades  were  deployed  and  soon  succeeded  in  dislodging  and  driving  this 
force.  In  the  mean  time  I  had  brought  up  my  command  and  posted  Steinwehr's 
division  on  Davis's  right,  and  massed  Schurz's  division  in  reserve.  We  encamped 
at  this  point. 

November  27,  march  resumed  at  6  a.  m.  At  Greysville  I  met  Generals 
Palmer  and  Sherman,  and  learned  that  General  Hooker's  column  was  already 
on  the  way  to  Ringgold.  I  was  directed  to  move  on  the  north  side  of  the  Ohick- 
amauga,  and,  if  possible,  reach  the  railroad  between  Dalton  and  Cleveland.  I 
found  that  the  beat  practicable  route  on  that  side  of  the  creek  led  through  Par- 
ker's gap,  so  that  I  marched  thither.  After  passing  the  gap,  I  detached  two 
brigades,  one  from  General  St«inwehr,  or  raiher  from  Colonel  Buschbeck's, 
(General  Steinwehr,  owing  to  sickness,  having  left  us  at  Greysville,)  and  an- 
other (Hecker's)  from  General  Schui'z.  These  brigades  and  a  section  of  Dilger's 
battery,  under  command  of  Colonel  Orland  Smith,  marched  on  to  the  railroad. 
My  aide-de-camp.  Major  C.  W.  Howard,  with  a  squad  of  cavaliy,  accompanied 
the  expedition.  The  remainder  of  Schurz's  division  ( I'yndale's  and  Krizanowski's 
brigades)  were  moved  forward  two  miles,  the  better  to  support  Colonel  Smith,  if 
required^  Colonel  Smith's  orders  were  to  proceed  to  Bed  Clay,  destroy  as 
much  as  we  could  of  the  railroad,  and,  if  possible,  return  the  same  night.  This 
work  was  done,  and  well  done.  A  rebel  officer,  having  despatches  from  Kelley's 
cavalry  division  at  Cleveland  to  Bragg,  and  a  few  other  prisoners  were  captured. 
Some  three  miles  of  railroad  track  were  torn  up,  the  sleepers  bttrnt,  and  the  rails 
bent  by  the  fire.  Three  cars  and  the  depot  building  were  destroyed.  The 
brigades  then  returned  to  Parker's  gap,  reporting  to  their  commands  between 
12  and  1  at  night.  They  had  made  a  continuous  mai-ch  of  tweuty-seveu  (37) 
miles,  besides  this  extra  work  at  the  railroad.  This  operation  prevented  for 
the  presentthepoaaibilityofLongatreet  joining  Bragg  by  railroad,  and  it  equally 
prevented  the  passage  of  any  re-enforcementa  from  Bragg  to  Longstreet. 

The  pursuit  of  the  enemy  had  now  ended.  We  had  in  possession  about  100 
prisoners  gathered  on  the  march.  The  next  morning  the  order  was  issued  that 
the  corps  should  rest  one  day,  and  afterwards  return  to  Chattanooga.  That  after- 
noon Genera]  Sherman  made  known  to  me  that  General  Grant  had  instructed 
him  to  move  to  theHiawassee,  to  operate  against  Longstreet.  He  wanted  his  entire 
column,  and  issued  orders  to  me  accordingly,  designating  the  route  I  should 
take.     The  rest  of  the  day  and  night  was  therefore  spent  in  preparation. 

Wagons  belonging  to  the  different  brigades  were  on  the  road,  many  of  them 
stuck  in  the  mud,  all  the  way  from  Parker's  gap  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chicha- 
mauga.  As  the  command  waa  short  of  rations,  the  wagons  had  to  be  brought 
up  before  the  next  morning.  By  extraordinary  exertions  this  was  done,  and 
three  days'  rations  diatributed. 

One  battery  and  all  of  the  wagons,  except  the  ammunition,  were  sent  back  to 
Chattanooga.  November  29  the  corps  marched  from  Fai-ker'a  gap  to  Cleve- 
land, twenty  miles.     A  company  of  sisty  (60)  rebel  cavalry,  in  Cleveland  and 
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its  immediate  vicinity,  escaped  towai'da  Dalton  as  we  approached.  The  rebel 
provoat  marshal,  Captain  Henly,  was  captured. 

November  30,  the  corps  marched  to  Charlestou  on  the  Hiawassee,  On 
learning  of  our  approach  a  company  of  rebel  cavalry,  about  three  (300)  hundred 
infantry,  and  several  wagons,  left  towards  Athens.  We  found  the  pontoon 
bridge  broken,  swung  around,  and  many  of  the  boats  stove,  and  others  rapidly 
floating  down  stream,  the  railroad  bridge  partially  destroyed,  the  stringers  hav- 
ing beensawedoffand  two  of  the  trestles  thrown  down.  Adet.achmentofrebelson 
the  opposite  bank  were  trying  to  destroy  three  cars  loaded  with  stores,  where- 
upon Wheeler,  with  a  section  of  his  battery,  opened  fire  npon  them  and  drove 
them  off.  From  these  cars  we  subsequently  obtained  some  two  days'  rations  of 
flour  and  seven  or  eight  days'  of  salt  and  a  quantity  of  spikes,  which  came  in 
play  ill  repairinff  the  bridge.  Several  boats  were  rescued  by  Colonel  Orland 
Smith,  by  whieh  he  crossed  a  regiment  immediately.  During  the  rest  of  the 
day  and  the  following  night  the  railroad  bridge  was  repaired,  planked  over,  and 
rendered  passable  for  artillery  and  wagons. 

December  1,  the  crossing  commenced  at  5  a.  m.  We  arrived  at  Athens  by 
4  p.  m.,  and  encamped  about  two  miles  beyond ;  march  for  the  day  fourteen 
(14)  miles.  Here  we  heard  the  report  that  Longstreet  had  attacked  Eurnside, 
at  Knoxville,  and  had  been  repulsed  on  Sunday,  November  29, 

December  2,  the  coi'ps  leaves  camp  at  5J  a.  m.  for  Philadelphia  and  Lnudon. 
About  three  (3)  miles  this  side  of  Sweetwater,  the  advance  came  upon  a  detach- 
ment of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  As  soon  as  the  infantry  skirmishers  approached 
within  musket  range,  the  cavalry  would  leave.  We  kept  them  in  sight  till  we 
anived  at  Sweetwater,  at  which  place  we  were  directed  by  Major  General  Sher- 
man to  make  a  halt  in  order  to  allow  Colonel  Long,  with  his  cavalry,  to  pass  us. 
This  small  brigade  of  cavalry  was  instructed  to  move  forward  and  make  a  dash 
into  Loudon,  with  a  view  to  save  the  enemy's  pontoon  bridge  and  stores  at  that 
point.  I  was  directed  to  follow  Colonel  Long  and  give  him  support,  in  case  he 
needed  it.  We  marched  to  within  about  three  miles  of  Loudon,  having  made 
that  day  twenty-three  (33)  miles,  when  it  became  dark.  The  roads  were  too 
bad  and  the  command  too  weary  to  proceed  further  that  night,  A  section  of 
Wheeler's  battery  was  sent  forward  to  Colonel  Long,  at  his  request. 

December  3,  we  break  camp  at  4  a.  m„  and  march  for  Loudon;  Colonel 
Long's  cavaliy  was  about  two  miles  from  town.  His  advance  picket  not  nearer 
than  one  mile.  On  the  approach  the  evening  before,  the  enemy  had  opened 
upon  him  with  artillery,  so  that  he  deemed  it  prudent  not  to  make  the  dash. 

On  entering  the  town  we  found  that  the  rebel  General  Vaughn's  command, 
consisting  of  a  small  brigade  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  a  detachment  of  cavalry, 
had  evacuated,  having  destroyed  from  sixty  to  seventy-five  cars,  containing  sup- 
phes  of  commissary  stores,  clothing,  and  ammanition,  three  locomotives,  and 
partly  their  pontoon  bridge.  The  railroad  bridge  at  London,  previously  burnt, 
had  not  been  rebuilt.  The  stone  piers  were  standing.  The  main  channel  of 
the  Tennessee,  in  between  the  Loudon  shore  and  the  first  pier,  we  found  com- 
pletely filled  with  the  rubbish  of  locomotives,  cars,  and  their  contents,  which 
had  been  set  on  fire  before  being  run  into  the  river.  Notwithstanding  this 
wholesale  destruction  of  property,  there  were  distributed  among  the  inhabitants 
and  stored  in  warehouses  a  sufficient  quantity  of  rebel  provisions  to  feed  my 
command  for  three  days,  after  leaving  sufficient  for  the  rebel  wounded,  cap- 
tured in  hospital  at  Loudon,  about  seventy-five  in  number.  These  were  a  part 
of  Longstreet's  wounded  from  his  unsuccessful  assault  at  Knoxville  on  the 
Sunday  previous. 

There  were  two  redoubts  upon  the  heights,  on  the  west  side  of  Loudon,  one 
of  which  was  located  upon  a  position  of  natural  strength,  and  made  to  face  south- 
ward ;  the  other  was  nearer  the  river,  and  facing  towards  it.  One  of  my  batte- 
ries was  located  in  the  latter,  and  on  the  appearance  of  some  squads  of  lebel 


>y  Go  Ogle 


154  EBPOKT    OF   MAJOR    GESEKAL    THOlfAS. 

cavalry  upon  the  opposite  bank  opened  five.  ConaiiJerable  artilleiy  firing  waa 
allowed,  iu  accordance  with  inatructions,  in  the  hope  that  the  gnus  might  be 
heard  by  General  Bumeide,  at  Knoxville,  and  he  thus  be  made  aware  of  the 
appi-oach  of  re-enfoi-cements.  Off  againat  the  redoubts  the  river  makes  a  sudden 
bend  forming  a  peninsula.  The  road  leading  to  the  rebel  pontoon  bridge  passed 
across  this  peninsula,  making  the  bridge  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  town 
by  land,  and  six  by  water. 

One  incident  occurred  at  Loudon  wliicli  made  a  strong  impressiou  upou  my 
miad.  Along  the  entire  route,  from  Parker's  gap  to  Iioudon,  we  were  cheered 
,by  the  most  lively  demonstrations  of  loyalty  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitsints. 
Tlierefore  we  never  lacked  for  information  as  to  roads,  bridges,  fords,  location  of 
the  enemy,  &c.  But  here  a  man,  who  had  been  a  major  in  the  rebel  service  and 
resigned,  came  to  me,  and,  without  laying  any  claim  to  loyalty,  stated  that  he 
had  drifted  with  the  current,  but  since  our  recent  victory  was  satisfied  that  Ten- 
nessee would  resume  her  pkce  in  the  Union.  He  gave  me  information  so  accu- 
rate that  I  was  able  to  sketch  the  works  at  ICnoxviUe,  and  the  enemy's  position. 
He  also  gave  me  the  enemy's  sti-ength,  with  the  names  of  the  officers  commanding 
at  different  points,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  substantially  correct. 

The  next  day  Colonel  Hecker,  commanding  third  brigade  third  division,  sent 
a  regiment  across  the  Tennessee,  which  skirmished  with  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
and  took  possession  of  four  rifled  guns  which  G-eneral  Vaughn  had  been  com- 
pelled to  abandon.     They  also  captured  a  rebel  flag. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  about  thirty  rebel  wagons  that  the  enemy  has 
partially  destroyed  by  cutting  the  spokes  of  the  wheels.  In  anticipation  of 
crossing  the  Little  Tennessee,  at  Davis's  ford,  I  set  a  detachment  to  work  to  re- 
pair these  wagons  sufficiently  to  enable  their  transportation  to  the  ford,  sis  miles, 
and  to  construct  from  them  a  bridge  suitable  for  infantry.  1  found  that  there 
were  not  enough  wagons  to  stretch  across  the  river,  a  distance  of  upwards  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  (750)  feet,  and  therefore  made  movable  trestles  to  com- 
plete the  bridge.  It  Lad  been  hitherto  understood  that  my  command  was  to 
inarch  to  Morgantown  to  ci'oss  a  bridge  in  the  process  of  construction  by  General 
Blair,  my  corps  to  cross  in  rear  of  General  Blair.  Finding  that  this  ivonld  not 
only  occasion  a  loss  of  time,  but  greatly  increase  the  distance  to  be  marched  by 
my  command,  I  obtained  permission  from  General  Sherman  to  make  the  bridge, 
as  indicated,  at  Davis's  ford.  The  captured  wagons  were  loaded  with  plank 
from  the  depot,  and  by  6  p.  m,  the  bridge  was  commenced.  Colonel  Boughton, 
with  his  regiment,  one  hundred  and  forty-third  New  York  volunteers,  cheerfully 
undertook  the  work.  Other  plank  were  procured  from  neighboring  barns,  the 
loyal  people  not  only  cheerfully  consenting,  but  lending  a  helping  hand  in  the 

While  at  London  we  heard  of  a  raid  in  our  rear  upon  Charleston  by  rebel 
cavalry.  Kothing  reliable  from  Burnside  yet.  My  corps  marched  at  10  p.  m,, 
and  reached  Davis's  ford  in  time  to  begin  the  crossing  at  daylight.  The  bridge 
thrown  obliquely  across,  more  than  1,000  feet  long,  was  completed  in  season, 
two-thirds  or  more  made  of  wagons,  with  connecting  planks,  the  remainder  of 
light  trestle-work.  The  horses,  artillery,  and  wagons,  crossed  simnltaneonsly 
by  this  ford.  While  at  London  an  order  was  received  from  General  Sherman 
announcing  that  his  army  would  be  commanded  as  follows:  The  right  wing. 
General  F.  Blair ;  centre.  Major  General  Gordon  Granger ;  left  wing  by  myself; 
and  that  the  different  commanders  would  act  independently,  and  on  the  offen- 
sive, marching  to  the  support  of  each  other  at  the  sound  of  the  gnus.  My  corps 
reached  Louisville,  Tennessee,  by  dark,  having  made  above  twenty  (20)  miles. 

At  United  we  learned  that  a  courier,  passing  that  morning  with  despatches 
from  General  Burnside,  had  said  that  Longstreet  was  beginning  his  retreat. 
This  was  the  first  positive  information  of  the  fact  received  by  me. 

At  Louisville  I  saw  a  boy  just  from  Knoxville,  who  said  Longstreet  was  in 
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full  retreat.  This  boy,  son  of  a  loyal  citizen,  had  carried  through  to  Getieral 
Burnaide  despatches,  which  his  father,  then  with  Colonel  Bird  at  Kingstoa,  had 
Bucceeded,  with  the  help  of  a  sister,  id  forwarding  from  the  latter  pUce.  The 
slater  travelled  some  eighteen  miles,  through  a  country  occupied  by  tbe  enemy, 
and  crossed  the  Tennessee  in  the  night.  We  learned  that  Longstreet's  retreat 
commenced  the  day  before,  and  that  there  had  been  some  rebel  cavalry  hoveiiag 
about  Louisville  until  tbe  day  of  our  arrival. 

My  command  was  allowed  to  rest  the  following  day,  Sunday,  December  6, 
in  person,  I  visited  Knosville,  where  I  met  Major  G-enera!  Sherman,  and  re- 
ceived instructions  to  commence  the  return  march  on  the  morrow.  It  was  de- 
cided that  General  Granger's  corps  should  remaia  as  re-enforcement  to  General 
Bumside,  in  accordance  with  first  plan,  an  order  of  Major  General  Grant,  which 
Lad  designated  General  Granger's  command  to  move  to  the  relief  of  Knoxviile. 
Besides,  the  fact  that  my  corps  was  to  a  large  extent  without  tents,  one  or  two 
brigades  without  blankets,  and  neai'Iy  all  either  suffering  from  bad  shoes,  or  en- 
tirely destitute  of  shoes,  having  turned  directly  from  the  pursuit  of  Bragg, 
without  going  back  for  anything.  These  consideratiouB  made  it  advisable  that 
we  return  as  soon  as  possible  to  our  camps,  now  that  the  pressing  necessity  was 
over.  Oa  the  march  oack  the  commissaries  generally  preceded  the  corps,  and, 
seizing  the  mills,  notified  the  inhabitants  to  bring  in  wheat  and  corn,  which 
they  purchased  and  gronnd  in  readiness  for  distribution  on  the  anival  of  their 
respective  brigades.  The  mills  were  kept  running  night  and  day.  The  salt 
captured  at  Charleston  on  the  way  up  lasted  till  our  return  to  the  same  place. 
By  means  of  this  we  were  able  to  make  use  of  the  cattle  and  sheep  of  the  country, 
which  were  sufficient  for  our  purpose.  The  region  of  our  march  also  abounded 
in  sorghum,  or  home-made  molasses,  which  was  purchased  in  quantity,  and 
issaed  to  the  troops.  This  was  found  a  suitable  substitute  for  sugar.  For  coffee, 
wheat  in  the  grain  was  issued.     No  complaint  of  want  of  food  came  to  my  ears. 

The  loyal  iahabitants  were  no  less  domonstrative  on  our  return  than  on  our 
march  up.  One  lamentable  fact  came  under  my  observation,  the  habit  of  depre- 
dation u^on  the  property  of  citizens  pervading  among  certain  portions  of  our 
aimy,  too  little  checked  by  officers.  Instances  of  great  outrage  came  to  my 
knowledge,  and  of  suffering  on  account  of  such  misconduct  of  the  troops,  even 
among  people  of  undoubted  loyalty.  While  called  open  through  necessity  to 
impress  supplies,  I  ordered  proper  receipts  in  all  cases  to  be  given,  and  restrained 
theft  by  the  severest  punishment.  We  returned  by  comparatively  easy  marches, 
rccrosoing  the  bridge  of  wagons  at  Davis's  ford. 

At  Athens  a  halt  was  made  by  direction  of  General  Sherman,  except  that  one 
brigade  (Osdonel  Hecker's)  was  sent  forward  to  Charleston  to  the  bridge  and 
held  it.  The  cavalry  guard,  on  hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  abandoned 
the  Charleston  bridge  and  fled.  It  was,  however,  only  partially  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  so  that  Colonel  Hecker  repaired  it  again  in  a  couple  of  days.   ■ 

General  Sherman  had  located  Davis's  division  abreast  of  Hecker,  further  up 
the  river,  at  Columbus,  thus  threatening  to  move  down  the  old  federal  road  past 
Bragg's  right,  while  the  rest  of  his  force  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Telice  plains,  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  Colonel  Long's  cavalry,  which  had  gone  in  pursuit  of 
one  of  Longstreet's  trains  through  Murphy,  North  Carolina. 

Supplies  were  expected  by  tbe  river  to  Cottonport,  and  I  was  directed  to 
impress  wagons  and  have  the  stores  brought  to  Athens,  with  a  view  to  a  con- 
centration at  that  point.     But,  by  a  mistake,  no  supplies  were  landed  there. 

As  soon  as  Colonel  Long  returned,  the  march  was  continued  to  Chattanooga, 
At  Cleveland  my  troops  were  cheered  by  the  arrival  of  a  day's  ration  of  hard 
bread  and  coffee,  which  I  had  arranged  to  have  meet  loo  at  that  place.  My 
corps,  followed  by  Davis's  division,  passed  through  McDaniel's  gap.  The  road 
was  execrable,  a  third  of  the  men  without  proper  clothing,  and  many  barefooted, 
and  now  a  heavy  rain  added  to  the  discomforts  and  difficulties  of  the  march. 
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Tet  our  devoted  soldiers  toiled  on  without  complaint.  We  arrived  at  our  old 
camp  in  Lookoat  valley,  December  17th.  The  corps  had  endured  the  extreme 
fatigue  of  a  three  days'  battle,  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  for  two  daye, 
afltctively  deatioyed  the  railroad  communication  between  Longstreet  and  Bragg, 
and  then  turned  northward  and  made  a  march  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
to  therelief  of  Bnmside,  and  then  immediately  returned  to  its  old  camp;  and  when 
we  consider  that  this  was  accomplished  under  such  unfavorable  circumstances  as 
wretched  roads,  no  transportation,  few  blankets  and  tents,  with  rivers  to  cross 
without  bridge  trains,  and  supplies  to  be  collected  from  the  country,  why  may  wo 
not  speak  of  our  soldiers  with  pride  as  eqnal  to  any  in  the  world  ?  I  wish  to  com- 
mend my  division  andhrigadecommandersfortheenergyandconatancy  they  mani- 
fested during  this  campaign.  More  than  I  can  express  is  due  to  thft  untiring  efforts 
of  the  different  njembera  of  my  staff;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Asmnasen,  assistant  in- 
spector general,  evinced  his  usual  activity  and  abihty.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mey- 
.  eenburg,  asetstant  adjutant  general.  Major  0.  H.  Howard,  aide-de-camp.  Captain 
Simaon,  aide-de-camp,  and  Captain  Pearson,  (seventeenth  infantry,)  C.  of  M.,  were, 
as  heretofore,  feai-less  in  action  and  ever  ready  on  the  march  to  do  everything 
required  of  them  without  flagging.  Major  Hoffman,  of  my  engineers,  gave  me  great 
assistance;  the  medical  director.  Surgeon  D.  6.  Brinton,  United  States  volun- 
teers, aided  hy  Surgeon  Robert  Hubbard,  medical  inspector,  and  Captain  Eowe, 
chief  of  ambulances,  relieved  me  from  all  care  regarding  the  sick ;  Captain 
Sebofield,  assistant  pi-ovost  marshal,  and  Lieutenants  Gilbreth,  Palmer,  and 
Wickham,  deserve  mention  for  their  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  in  duty  by 
day.  and  night.  My  chief  of  scouts  and  road  engineers,  E,  H.  Kirlin,  rendered 
valuable  assistance;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  seventy-third  Ohio,  in  the  differ- 
ent towns  through  which  we  passed,  acting  as  provost  marshal,  was  untiring  in 
his  exertions  to  preserve  order. 

Herewith  you  will  find  a  nominal  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  this  corps 
at  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  and  map  of  the  position. 
Ees  pec  tf ally, 


Captain  H.  W.  Prrkin's, 

A.  A.  Gen.  llth  and  12t7i  corps. 


0.  0.  HOWAKD, 

Major  General. 


.  KELLOGG, 
';■  and  Aide  de-t 


Hkauquahtehs  14th  Army  Corps, 

Department  op  the  Cumbbrland, 

Chattanooga,  December,  1363. 

Sir  :  I  Siave  the  honor  to  forward  for  the  information  of  the  general  command- 
ing the  department,  the  reports  of  Brigadier  General  Johnson  and  Brigadier 
General  A.  Baird,  commanding  divisiona.  of  the  part  borne  hy  the  commands 
during  the  late  operations  near  Chattanooga,  together  with  the  reports  of  their 
brigade  and  regimental  commanders  i-espectively. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  report  of  the  operations  of  each  division  is  complete 
of  itself,  and  as  their  movements  were  entirely  disconnected  with  each  other, 
no  attempt  has  been  made  to  blend  them.  They  are  respectfully  referred  to  for 
all  details  and  particulars. 

The  pleasing  duty  devolves  upon  me  in  forwarding  these  papers,  which  ends 
my  connexion  with  the  army,  to  express  my  high  satisfaction  with  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  theae  divisions;  Brigadier  Generals  Johnson  and 
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id  true.   They  discharged  all  their  duties  like  earnest 
nor  were  their  subordinates  less  entitled  to  praise. 

staff  deserve  and  have  my  thanks  for  their 


Baird  were  prornpt,  abi 
patriots  aud  good  soldi 
All  the  members  of 
good  conduct. 

Appended  hereto  will  be  found  a  consolidated  statement,  trophies  and  prison^ 
ers  captured,  as  well  as  the  caaualities  of  the  command. 
Respectfully, 

JOnN  M.  PALME  E, 

Major  General. 
Brig.  General  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
True  copy: 

S.  C,  KELLOGG. 
Brevet  Major  and  Aidc-de-Camp. 

Killed  and  wounded  in  the  first  division  lith  army  corps. 


Com  man  J. 

Killed. 

Wouuded. 

Total, 

25 
'21 

134 
124 

4G        1          258 

Three  Napoleon  guns,  with  horses  and  harness  complete;  two  caissons,  with 
borses  and  harness  complete;  one  Napoleon  gun;  one  tbousaad  one  hundred 
and  sixty-Jive  (1,165)  prisoners  of  all  grades,  from  lieutenant  colonel  down  to 
privates;  five  stands  of  colors,  with  a  great  number  of  small  arms. 

Killed,  wounded,  and  missivg  in  tliArd  division  litA  arvty  corps. 


Command. 

Killed. 

WouiKlt-d. 

Missing. 

Total. 

hi 
IS 

139 

100 

4 

3 

97 

461 

7 

One  regiruenta!  an 
hundred  (200)  amall-a 


e  battle  flag,  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery;  about  two 
in  good  condition. 


Hkadquarters  First  Division,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  30,  1863. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  division  from 
November  S3d  up  to  this  date  : 

November  23. — I  was  directed  by  the  major  general  commanding  the  corps 
to  place  my  firet  and-third  brigades,  (the  second  being  on  picket,)  within  the 
rifle  pits  in  front  of  my  encampment  where  the  troops  remained  during  the  night. 
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November  24. — General  Baird'a  division  of  the  14th  aiTny  coi-j)s  waa  sent  to 
the  front,  and  the  forts  and  intrenehmenta  in  front  of  hia  encampment  were  held 
by  my  division.  The  command  under  General  Hooker  attacked  the  enemy  on 
Lookout  mountain,  and  late  in  the  evening  I  waa  ordered  to  send  General  Oar- 
lin'a  brigade  over  Chattanooga  creek  to  report  to  Genei-al  Hooker.  The  creek 
being  much  swollen  by  recent  raina,  and  the  banks  very  abrupt,  it  waa  imposai- 
ble  to  ford  it  or  to  throw  over  a  temporary  bridge.  Meeting  with  Colonel  Stan- 
ley, eighteenth  Ohio  volunteera,  he  kindly  consented  to  bring  down  a  ferry-boat, 
which  was  used.  Pending  the  arrival  of  the  feiry-boat,  the  corps  commander 
directed  iiajor  Mendenhall  to  bricg  down  to  the  bank  of  the  ere  k  some  n  t  llery. 
One  section  of  the  eighth  Wisconsin  batteiy,  and  o  e  sect  on  of  the  seventh 
Indiana  batteiy,  were  posted  in  position,  and  1  d  ft  e  bx«  u  on  a^a  st  the 
masses  of  the  enemy  hurled  against  General  Hooker  ^  left  and  \  re  euted  re-en- 
forcements being  sent  agaii^t  our  forces  on  the  mo  nta  n 

General  Carlio,  although  necessarily  delayed  a  sho  t  tme  forme  1  a  j  net  on 
with  General  Hooker  on  the  rough  irregular  slope  of  the  mo  n  i  n  t  n  e  to 
aaeist  in  repelling,  in  a  gallant  style,  a  heavy  aaaault  upon  o     b  es 

November  25. — General  Carlin'a  brigade  rec  osaed  til  attano  ga  creek  and 
rejoined  my  command,  while  the  forces  on  Lookout  mounta  n  paaael  down  the 
eastern  slope  and  over  the  valley  to  the  foot  of  M  as  oua  y  t  d^e  In  the  after- 
noon I  was  inatructed  to  draw  in  my  second  brigade  f  om  p  cket  and  hold  it  in 
readineaa  to  move  against  the  enemy ;  my  third  b  gade  (Gone  I  ^ta  k  veather.) 
was  ordered  to  hold  the  forts  and  intrenehmenta  n  and  a  uni  Chattanooga. 
Later  in  the  day  I  waa  ordered  to  form  my  command  in  two  lines,  resting  my 
left  against  the  I'ight  of  General  Sheridan's  division,  and  to  conform  to  his  move- 
ments. Up  to  tbia  time,  owing  to  the  sickness  of  General  King,  whoae  absence 
I  regretted  vei-y  much,  my  aecotid  brigade  had  been  commanded  by  the  ac- 
complished soldier,  Colond  M.  F.  Moore,  of  sixty-ninth  regiment  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry;  Colonel  Stougbton,  of  the  eleventh  Michigan  volunteers,  arrived,  and 
by  virtue  of  seniority,  took  command  of  the  brigade. 

My  division  was  formed.  General  Carlin  on  the  right,  and  Colonel  Stougbton 
on  the  left,  connecting  with  General  Sheridan  and  facing  Missionary  ridge,  a 
heavy  line  of  skirmishers  waa  thrown  out,  and  all  the  arrangements  made  for 
aiding  the  movement  on  the  left.  The  enemy  waa  posted  in  a  atrong  position 
in  front,  overlapping  and  extending  away  off  to  the  right  as  far  aa  the  eye  could 
reach,  white  in  our  front  and  to  our  right  and  left  batteries  were  posted  so  aa  to 
have  a  cross-iire.  About  3.45  o'clock  p.  m„  the  advance  waa  aonnded  on  my 
left,  which  was  promptly  conformed  to  by  my  command,  and  it  moved  forward 
steadily  across  the  valley  and  towards  the  base  of  Missionary  ridge.  My  skir- 
mishers aoon  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  were  sheltered  by  their  rifle 
pits;  but,  without  falteim^,  and  undei  a  galling  fire  of  musketry  and  artilleiy, 
they  moved  forward,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  first  line  of  intrenchments. 
Notwithstanding  the  steepness  of  the  mountain,  the  division  moved  steadily 
forward,  driving  the  rebels  fiont  their  works,  and  soon  the  summit  of  the  moun- 
tain was  reachc(3,  and  the  colors  planted  upon  the  enemy's  boasted  stronghold ; 
a  loud  and  prolonged  cheer  announced  that  a  great  victory  had  been  gained. 
The  summit  was  reached  a  little  before  sundown,  the  lines  reformed,  pickets 
thrown  out,  and  aiTangements  made  for  encamping  for  the  night.  Ordera  were 
received  to  replenish  our  ammunition,  (up  to  one  hundred  rounds,)  and  to  issue 
four  days'  rations  preparatory  to  following  up  the  retreating  foe. 

Noeember  26. — The  first  and  second  brigades,  the  second  in  advance,  moved 
out  on  the.  road  leading  aouth  of  east,  accompanied  by  tJie  commander  of  the 
corps.  After  a  march  of  seven  iniles  the  head  of  the  column  arrived  at  the  west 
Chickamauga  creek;  here  the  bridge  had  been  destroyed  and  the  creek  could  not 
be  forded.  The  hoi-ses  were  made  to  swim  over  while  a  temporary  bridge  was 
constructed,  over  which  the  men  pasaed.    After  moving  one  and  a  half  miles 
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the  column  readied  Pea  Vine  cveelt,  and  here  again  it  was  neeessaiy  to  con- 
struct a  temporary  bridge  for  onr  men.  At  this  point  the  road  forked,  the  right 
hand  leading  directly  to  Ringgold;  the  left  leading  to  Graysville.  G-eneral 
Carlin  lead  off  on  the  latter  road. 

Before  advancing,  far  the  noise  of  men  and  wagons  rendered  it  certain  that  a 
column  of  the  enemy  was  retreatiDg  hy  the  Lafayette  road.  General  Carlin 
was  directed  to  form  into  line  of  battle,  and  Colonel  Stoughton'a  brigade  was,  by 
directioc  of  the  coips  commander,  directed  to  advance  on  the  Ringgold  and  to 
its  crossing  with  the  Lafayette  road,  and  to  attack  the  enemy  vigorously.  This 
movement  was  made  in  gallant  style,  and  about  9  o'clock  p.  m.  a  volley  was 
fired  into  Stewart's  rebel  division,  the  men  of  which  scattered  in  jtll  directions, 
throwing  away  their  arms,  abandoaing  their  colore,  and  leaving  iu  our  posseasioa 
three  Napoleon  guna,  two  caissons,  with  horses,  harness,  &c.,  aod  quite  a  num- 
ber of  priBoners.  The  command  then  resumed  the  march  on  Graysviile,  General 
Carlin  leading  with  his  brigade.  The  head  of  the  column  reached  the  village 
about  11  o'clock  p.  m.,  driving  out  of  it,  in  great  confusion,  a  number  of  the 
enemy,  supposed  to  be  a  brigade.  la  this  place  Greneral  Carlin  captured  a 
number  of  prisoners  and  one  cannon. 

November  21. — At  early  dawn  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Ringgold  by  one 
road,  while  the  major  general  commanding  the  corps,  with  General  Baird'a 
division,  marched,  by  another  route.  This  movement  threw  me  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  forces. 

When  General  Hooker's  advance  reached  Ringgold  it  met  with  a  spirited 
resistance.  I  directed  General  Carlin  to  form  his  brigade  on  tlie  left  of  General 
Hooker  and  to  advance  and  attack.  This  was  done  in  fine  style,  and  soon  his 
skirmishers  opened  upon  those  of  the  enemy,  the  latter  falling  back  to  the  sum- 
mit of  White  Oak  ridge. 

Before  advancing  far  General  Hooker  directed  me  to  halt  and  await  further 
orders.  My  command  had  hardly  halted  before  the  enemy  withdrew  from  my 
front,  and  attacked  the  troops  on  my  right,  by  which  they  were  repulsed  and 
driven  from  the  field.  My  command  remained  in  Ringgold  until  the  morning 
of  the  S9th  November,  when  it  was  ordered  to  retnrn  to  this  place. 

The  battles  referred  to  in  this  report  were  fought  on  open  ground,  and  every 
commander  in  the  army  could  see  the  conduct  of  nearly  all  the  troops  engaged. 
To  say  my  division  done  well  would  hardly  convey  an  idea  of  the  noble  daring 
of  its  ofScers  and  men.  'The  army  of  the  Cumberland  has  nobly  sustained  its 
gallant  reputation,  and  it  is  but  just  to  accord  to  the  heroes  of  Vickaburg  and 
the  Potomac  an  eijual  sha»-e  in  the  honor  and  glory  won  hy  our  united  efforts. 
I  cannot  close  this  report  without  acknowledging  the  valuable  services  of  my 
brigade  commanders. 

Brigadier  General  W.  P.  Carlin,  commanding  the  first  hrigade,  ably  assisted 
by  Colonel  B.  I''.  Sciibner,  thirty-eighth  regiment  Indiana  volunteer  infantry, 
exhibited  the  same  cool  courage  and  daring  which  characterized  his  conduct  at 
PerryvOle,  Stone  river,  and  Chickamauga.  I  thank  him  for  his  valuable  advice 
and  services,  and  congi'atulate  him  on  hia  achievements.  Colonel  W.  L. 
Stonghton,  eleventh  Michigan  volunteers,  commanding  second  fcrigade;  Colonel 
M.  F.  Moore,  sixty-ninth  Ohio  volunteers,  commanding  left  wing,  and  Major 
J.  E.  Edie,  fifteenth  infantiy.  United  States  army,  commanding  right  wing,  were 
very  efficient  in  the  diachai'ge  of  their  duties.  Great  praise  is  due  to  them.  A 
small  battalion  of  the  fifteenth  United  States  infantry,  never  under  fire  before, 
acted  like  veterans.  The  fifteenth  K.entucky  volunteers,  on  post  duty,  were 
not  engaged.  Its  Colonel,  Marion  C.  Taylor,  joined  me  and  acted  as  a  staft 
olficer,  1  am  gi'eatly  indebted  to  him  for  liis  valuable  asaiatance  ;  he  was  at  all 
times  ready  and  willing  to  carry  orders  to  any  part  of  the  field.  He  is  a  brave 
aud  gallant  officer,  worthy  of  promotion.  Major  Kteh,  Captain  Wagner,  Lieu- 
tenants Morris,  Lowe,  Kessler,  and  Smith,  aud  Surgeon  Miller  of  my  stafi',  were 


>y  Go  Ogle 


160  REPORT    OF   MAJOR   GENERAL    THOMAS 

prompt  and  efficient.     The  r  gall     trj  was  conspicuous  on  all  occasions  calling 
it  forth. 

The  hope  for  glory  and  d  st  net  n  w  II  account  for  the  gallantry  of  officers,  but 
how  can  we  thank  too  much  the  p  ate  soldiers,  who  face  death  without  hope 
of  future  reward.  Every  ffic  r  a  Is  Idier  did  his  duty,  and  I  regret  not  being 
able  to  submit  the  name  of  every  man  in  the  division  in  this  report,  ia  order 
that  others  may  honor  those  to  whom  honor  is  justly  due. 

LOSS. 

First  brigade,  95  killed;  134  woi 
wounded.  Total  killed,  46.  Total  n 
304. 

CAPTIIKES. 

Three  Napoleon  guns,  with  horses  and  harness  complete;  two  caissons,  with 
horses  and  harness  complete;  one  Napoleon  gun;  1,16.'>  prisoners  of  ali  grades, 
from  lieutenant  colonel  down  to  private ;  two  stands  of  colors,  with  a  great 
number  of  email  arms. 

Accompanying  this  report  ia  the  report  of  Brigadier  General  Carlin  with 
sub-reporte. 

The  i-eports  of  the  second  brigade  will  be  forwarded  when  received. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  JOHNSON, 
Brigadier  General  United  Stales  Vuluniters. 
Captain  B.  H.  Polk, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  lith.  Army  Corps. 

S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Vamji. 


HniDQUARTERS  ThIRD  DiTISION,  14th  ArmV  CoRPS, 

Chattanooga,  Term.,  Decemher  9,  1863. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  division  in  the  recent  operations  of  our  forces  in  this  vicinity. 

On  the  23d  of  November  I  received  oi-ders  to  move  north  my  division  from 
its  camp,  within  the  line  of  works  surrounding  this  place,  and  to  display  my 
force  in  position  near  Rossville  road,  immediately  in  front  of  the  rebel  intrench- 
ments,  strongly  threatening  attack,  but  to  avoid  becoming  seriously  engaged. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  day,  (Monday,)  this  order  was  carried  into  execu- 
tion, and  after  driving  back  the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  my  lines  were  formed 
between  the  Rossville  and  Moore's  roads,  under  the  guns  of  our  own  works.  My 
position  was  quite  nearly  in  front  of  the  enemy's  centre,  and  on  the  right  of  the 
troops  composing  our  own  centre.  TIjc  object  of  the  demonstration  I  under- 
stood to  be  to  aid  in  the  execiition  of  other  movements  on  the  extreme  flanks. 

We  bivouacked' in  our  position  on  Monday  night,  and  continued  to  maintain  it 
during  Tuesday  and  Thursday  night.  On  that  day,  while  General  Hooker  on  our 
right  assaulted  Lookout  mountain,  gaining  such  a  foothold  upon  it  as  to  lead 
to  its  evacuation  duiing  the  night,  and  while  General  Sheiman  on  our  left  estab- 
lished himself  upon  the  north  end  of  Missionary  ridge,  we  remained  compara- 
tively inactive,  only  skirmishing  slightly  with  the  rebel  pickets,  and  using  our 
artillery  upon  such  points  as  seemed  to  promise  the  most  for  the  object  in  view. 

On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  25th,  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  was  no 
longer  in  heavy  force  upon  our  right,  about  Chattanooga  creek,  and  I  sent  out 
parties  to  feel  in  that  direction,  so  as  to  ascert^n  to  what  extent  he  had  withdrawn. 
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While  engaged  in  this  way  ordera  were  brouglit  me  directly  from  department 
headquartera,  directing  me  to  pass  with  my  diviaiou  to  the  extreme  left  to  the 
aasiatance  of  General  Sherman,  then  holly  engaged  in  the  vicinity  of  Tunnel 
hill.  The  road  I  was  required  to  take  led  along  the  river,  and  it  was  several 
milea  to  the  point  when  I  struck  the  rear  of  General  Sherman's  command.  I 
had  barely  reached  this  point  with  the  head  of  my  column  when  a  messenger 
reached  me  with  ordera  to  return  towards  the  centre,  and  to  form  my  division 
on  the  left  of  the  troops  occupying  that  poaitiou.  I  would  thus  prolong  the 
line  formed  by  General  Granger'a  corps  towards  the  left,  and  partly  fill  up  the 
long  interval  between  him  and  General  Sherman,  It  was  then  about  noon,  and 
owing  to  the  difScuIt  character  of  the  ground,  intersected  by  streams,  marshes, 
and  thickets,  it  was  some  time  before  I  could  reach  the  spot,  and  get  the  division 
into  position.  When  established,  my  right  joined  tbeleft  of  General  8.  Beatty's 
brigade  of  Wood's  division,  at  a  point  not  far  from  the  north  of  Oi-chard  Knob, 
my  left  extending  well  off  towards  the  tunnel.  My  brigades  were  posted  in 
tlieir  order  from  right  to  left.  General  Turehiu  on  the  right.  Colonel  van  Der- 
veer  in  the  centre,  and  Colonel  Phelps  on  the  left,  and  the  division  wai  in  two 
lines,  the  fii-st  deployed  with  a  heavy  skirmish  line  in  front  and  on  the  left,  which 
was  otherwise  tincovered.  The  intei-val  between  my  left  and  General  Sherman 
was,  perhaps,  two  miles  in  extent;  communication  being  open  between  us  by 
passing  around  to  the  rear,  but  on  the  direct  line  lay  the  rebel  masses  which 
were  opposing  tiim. 

I  bad  just  completed  the  establishment  of  my  line,  and  was  upon  the  left  of 
it,  when  a,  staff  officer  from  Major  General  Thomas  brought  me  verbal  orders 
to  move  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  open  ground  which  bordered  the  foot  of 
Mission  ridge,  within  striking  distance  of  the  rebel  rifle-pits  at  its  base,  so  as 
to  be  ready  at  a  signal,  wbicli  would  be  the  firing  of  six  guns  from  Orchard 
Knob,  to  ansh  forward  and  take  those  pits.  He  added  this  was  iatended  pre- 
paratory to  a  general  assault  on  the  mountain ;  tijat  it  was  doubtless  designed 
tiy  the  major  general  commanding  that  I  should  take  part  in  this  movement,  so 
that  I  would  be  following  his  wishes  were  1  to  push  on  to  the  summit,  I  gave 
the  necessary  orders  to  the  third  brigade,  and  passing  on  to  the  right  was  in 
the  act  of  communicating  them  to  Colonel  Van  Derveer,  of  the  second,  when 
firing  from  Orchard  Knob  began.  Many  more  than  six  shots  were  fired,  and  it 
was  impossible  to  determine  whether  it  was  the  signal  fixed  or  not;  never- 
theless, I  hastened  to  the  fii-st  brigade,  when  1  found  the  troops  of  General  Wood's 
division  already  in  motion,  going  forward.  I  at  once  directed  General  Tarchin  to 
push  to  the  front,  and  without  halting  to  take  the  rifle-pits ;  then,  conforming  his 
movements  to  those  of  the  troops  on  hw  right,  to  endeavor  to  gain  thesummit  of  the 
mountain  along. with  tbem.  I  then  passed  back  towards  the  left  to  see  how  things 
were  progressing  there,  and  found  the  first  line  of  both  the  second  and  third  brigades 
in  possession  of  the  rifle-pits,  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  handsomely  dis- 
lodged, the  second  line  lying  down  some  short  distance  in  the  rear.  The  rebel 
troops  which  had  oceup;ed  the  works  were  in  retreat  up  the  mountain,  while 
numerous  batteries,  both  in  our  front  and  far  to  our  right  and  left,  opened  upon 
us  a  heavy  cross-fire  from  the  crest.  For  a  time  this  cannonade  was  indeed 
severe ;  the  atmosphere  seemed  filled  with  messengers  of  death,  and  shells 
buuuded  ia  every  direction.  It  was  continued  until  the  guns  were  captured, 
but,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  great  depression  under  which  they  were  fired,  our 
loss  was  far  less  than  might  have  been  expected.  Looking  towards  the  right  I 
saw  that  General  Turchin  had  pasaed  the  line  of  rifle-pits,  and  was  well  upon 
his  way  to  the  top  of  the  ridge.  Two  of  hia  flags,  surrounded  by  a  troop  of  the 
bravest  spirits,  had  pasaed  the  reat  and  remained  for  some  time  perched  upon 
the  side  of  the  mountain,  quite  near  its  top,  I  saw,  however,  that  the  troops  on 
the  right  had  halted  near  the  rifle-pits,  contrary  to  my  underatanding  when  I 
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gave  iim  my  instructions,  and  that  he  was  nnswppnrted.  I  was  in  the  act  of 
starting  forward  my  other  two  brigades  for  this  purpose,  when  I  received  ordera 
not  to  pertriit  my  men  to  go  further,  and  not  to  permit  them  to  become  engaged. 
I  was  at  this  much  perplexed  as  to  how  1  should  best  withdraw  General  Tur- 
chin.  It  was  only,  however,  momentary,  as  another  order  came  in  less  than 
three  minutes  for  the  whole  line  to  charge  to  the  top  This  oidei  havi  ig  been 
communicated  all  of  both  lines  leapfd  ioiwaid  with  •»  shout  and  rushei  up  tl  « 
niountam  side  Ihe  iidge  m^re  oi  leas  steep  anl  difficult  thioughout  wa^" 
part  cuKrly  so  m  my  front  but  those  striking  the  more  accessible  po  nt^  ail 
the  stiongi-st  men  a  d  thf  biavest  men  soon  passed  to  the  ftont  Regime  tal 
organiEations  became  somewhat  denng  d  and  pre^ei  ted  lather  the  appea  ince 
of  groups  gatheied  around  the  colors  which  they  pushed  onward  and  upnail 
through  the  stoim  of  bulieta 

I  cam  f  t  too  Btion^ly  commend  to  the  major  general  command)ug  the  heroic 
gallantly  of  the  officers  and  i  leii  of  the  dunion  m  the  charge  which  ha«  lei 
parallels  m  my  readings  of  wars  To  say  les"*  than  this  would  be  unjust  t 
those  biave  men  to  saj  more  might  seem  out  of  place  since  it  occurred  Qt  le 
the  eye  of  the  genera!  himself  1  rode  up  myaolt  t5  the  interval  between  the 
first  and  second  i  iigades  and  for  1 1  me  portioni  of  the  line  were  concealed  f  m 
my  view,  but  I  have  taken  gieat  paias  to  collect  evidence  ot  what  transpiied, 
and  it  is  herewith  transmitled. 

The  march  of  General  Turchin's  brigade  was  directed  upon  a  prominent  ktiob, 
on  which  there  were  several  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  small  house,  used  after- 
wards as  a  hospital.  It  may  be  recognized  readily  by  the  marks.  This  I  be- 
lieve to  be  the  first  point  carried  by  my  command.  It  is  difficult  to  determine 
questions  o{  slight  precedence  in  point  of  time,  in  a  rivalry  of  this  nature,  and 
when  ail  act  nobly,  they  are  unimportant.  The  second  brigade,  in  line  go- 
ing from  troops  toward  the  right,  perhaps  that  of  General  Willich,  may  possibly 
have  reached  its  point  of  aim  a  little  before  mine  reached  theirs,  and  soon  after 
opened  communication  with  ns.  The  intermediate  brigades  came  up  a  little 
later.  I  mention  the  first  knob  taken  by  Genera!  Turchin's  command  particu- 
larly, as  marking  the  extreme  point  towards  the  right  carried  by  this  division. 
It  was  strongly  defended  by  the  enemy,  who  was  driven  from  it  by  the  eleventh, 
thirty-first,  and  thirty-sixth  Ohio  regiments,  and  three  guns  captured.  From 
this  point  to  the  left;,  every  foot  that  was  gained  was  due  to  the  stubborn  fight- 
ing of  the  men  of  this  division,  who  drove  the  enemy  steadily  before  them,  and 
whatever  captures  were  here  made  are  the  proper  trophies  of  their  valor.  Colo- 
nel Van  Derveev's  brigade  reaehed  the  crest  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  knob  taken 
by  General  Turchin,  and  Colonel  Phelps's  brigade,  a  little  further  yet  in  that 
direction. 

The  works  of  the  enemy  along  the  crest  of  the  ridge  consisted  of  a  slight 
breaatwork  of  logs  and  stones,  capable,  however,  of  strong  defence.  During  the 
night  much  of  it  was  transferred  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  ridge  to  be  used  to 
our  advantage.  As  our  men  reached  the  summit  tbey  were  al!  turned  to  the 
left,  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  resistance,  and  pressed  forward  after  him.  In 
this  movement,  from  the]  oint  where  my  light  gained  the  top  of  theestreme  left,  ten 
or  twelve  pieces  of  artillery  *v  eie  captured  My  men  found  them  in  the  possession 
of  the  enemy,  some  with  etiong  infantiy  supportE.  They  drove  him  from  them 
and  passed  over  them  in  the  pui-suit  One  of  theu'  batteries  was  recaptured  by 
a  rally  of  the  enemy  but  again  taken  by  us  The  credit  of  capturing  seven  ol 
these  guns  is  claimed  by  the  fiist  brigade  and  the  second  to  have  taken  five 
It  is  not  impossible  that  two  aie  the  same  m  the  cJaim  of  each  of  the  parties 
for  the  men  got  much  mingled  togethei  at  the  end  of  the  assault,  yet  they  m.ij 
be  distinct ;  certain  it  is  that  the  men  of  this  division  took  ten  guns  out  of  th( 
hands  of  the  enemy  and  that  they  never  icturned  to  him. 

A  map  attached  to  the  bngidi-  rej  irt  c  f  General  Turchin  shows  minutely  thi 
position  of  most  of  the  i  att  i    a  Lijtuied  Iv  us,  and  I  invite  attention  to  it. 


j()0' 


i^Ie 


EEPOET  or  MAJOH  GESERAL  THOMAS.  1S3 

As  WQ  gaiued  ground  towai-ds  tlie  left,  we  approached  cloaely  the  large  bodies 
of  troopa  collected  by  the  rebel  commander  to  resist  or  crush  General  Sherman; 
and  as  the  attacks  of  the  latter  Lad  been  repulsed  or  were  suspended  about  the 
time  that  we  commenced  our  assault,  these  men  were  at  liberty  to  be  used 
against  ua.  The  time  which  it  took  fir  ua  to  mount  the  hill  was  enough  for 
them  to  recover  from  their  first  surprise,  and  before  we  had  goue  far  a  strong 
force  was  found  ready  to  confront  us.  Each  knoll  was  more  strongly  defended 
than  the  previous  one.  The  gallant  Colonel  Phelpa,  commanding  the  ihird 
brigade,  was  shot  dead  soon  after  reaching  the  crest,  in  forming  and  directing  his 
men,  and  the  great  number  of  the  dead,  both  of  our  men  and  of  the  enemy,  left 
upon  the  ground,  attest  the  severityof  the  struggle.  At  length,  after  having  driven 
the  enemy  to  a  knoll  where  he  had  the  cover  and  support  of  thehutaof  oneof  his 
camps,  and  could  be  reached  by  us  onlyoveralong,  narrow  neck  of  ground,  wefouud 
further  progress  at  fhe  time,  impossible,  and  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict. 
During  the  night  the  enemy  abandoui^  his  position  and  retired.  While  tbus 
engaged  upon  the  estreme  left,  the  guns  which  we  had  captured  and  which  we 
liad  left  in  the  position  where  we  had  found  ihem,  were  carried  off  to  the  rear, 
and  we  have  since  beeu  unable  to  identify  them  individually  so  as  to  claim  them. 
I  learn  Uiat  all  the  guna  turned  over  to  the  chief  of  artillery  have  been  claimed 
by  those  presenting  them  as  their  capture,  leaving  none  for  this  division. 

I  regret,  for  the  sake  of  the  brave  men  who  so  fearlessly  risked  their  lives  in 
taking  them,  that  this  is  so ;  but  I  feit  at  the  time  that  we  bad  a  higher  duty 
to  pertbrm,  as  long  as  there  was  an  enemy  to  be  encountered,  than  that  of  stop- 
ping to  secure  trophies  for  exhibition  after  the  battle.  Indeed,  I  was  not  quite 
sure  that  without  strenuous  exertions  we  would  be  able  to  retain  what  we  bad 
Already  gained.  In  considering  the  evidence  of  these  captures,  which  I  sub- 
mit in  behalf  of  my  command,  1  trust  that  the  general  commanding  will  remem- 
ber that  the  guns  of  the  eaemy  being  widely  scattered  along  the  lidge,  very 
Few  in  one  spot,  a  brigade  or  division,  to  have  captured  an  utmsual  number,  must 
bot  only  have  taken  possession  of  the  works  in  our  front,  but  must  have  passed 
widely  to  the  right  and  left  along  the  crest,  before  the  arrival  of  other  troops. 
The  prisoners  whom  we  have  captured,  most  of  them,  like  the  guns,  were  sent 
to'  the  rear  to  be  taken  care  of  by  others  less  occupied.  Out  of  more  than  three 
hundred  (300)  taken  we  have  receipts  for  less  than  two  hundred,  (200.)  Along 
with  this  report  WjU  be  forwarded  one  regimental  color  and  one  battle  flag,  the 
Form fcr  captured  by  the  thirty- first  Ohio,  and  the  latter  by  the  eleventh  Ohio  regi- 
nent,  of  Turchin'a  brigade.  The  division  also  took  about  two  hundred  (200) 
itand  of  small-arms  in  good  condition,  and  several  caissons  or  limbers. 

On  Thursday  morning,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  made  a  reconnoissance  with 
he  first  brigade,  as  far  as  the  Chickamauga,  in  our  front,  without  coming  up  with 
he  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  in  the  afternooo  marched  in  the  direction  of  Ringgold. 
On  Friday  morning  I  reached  th«t  place,  and  joined  the  other  divisions  of  the 
;orps.  We  remained  at  Ringgold  without  performing  any  unusual  serrioe 
intil  Sunday,  when  we  returned  to  this  place. 

In  the  battle  of  the  aSih,  in  addition  to  the  brave  and  gallant  commander  of 
he  first  brigade,  Colonel  E.  H.  Phelps,  whose  loss  to  the  country,  to  his  faai- 
[y,  and  to  ourselves,  (his  friends,)  we  much  deplore,  we  have  likewise  to 
iioum  the  loss  of  many  others  of  our  best  and  bravest  officers  and  men.  A 
iat  giving  the  names  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  appended.  Of  the 
iving,  boih  officers  and  enlisted  men,  who  have  signally  distinguished  them- 
plves,  mention  will  be  found  in  the  sub-reports,  upon  which  my  own  is  based, 
'o  present  here  a  consolidated  list  of  them  would  not  add  to  their  renown,  and 
[)  mention  some  might  be  unjust  to  those  overlooked.  I  trust,  however,  that 
ome  means  may  be  devised  for  rewai'ding  their  distinguished  services.  A 
ledal  or  badge  of  honor  for  some,  and  the  promotion  they  so  richly  deserve  for 
thers,  might  be  awarded. 
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To  my  brigade  commanders,  Brigadier  General  Turctin,  of  the  firat,  anel  Col 
onel  Van  Derveer,  of  the  second  brigades,  I  invite  your  attention.  To  their  akil! 
bravery,  and  high  soldierly  qnalifi  cation  a,  we  are  greatly  indebted  for  the  resolt 
we  were  enabled  to  accomplish.  I  hope  that  their  services  will  be  rewardec 
After  the  death  of  Colonel  Phelps,  the  eommand  of  the  third  brigade  devolvei 
upon  Colonel  Hays,  tenth  Kentucky  infantiy,  by  whom  the  duty  was  hand 
Bomely  performed. 

To  my  staff  ofSeers,  who  were  with  me.  Captain  McClurg,  acting  assistan 
adjutant  general;  Major  Connelly,  inspector  general ;  Captain  Swallovv,  ehitf  c 
artillery ;  Captain  Johnson,  provost  marshal ;  Lieutenant  White,  ordnance  officer 
Lieutenant  Dick,  mustering  officer;  and  to  my  medical  director,  Surgeon  Boguf 
I  am  highly  indebted,  both  for  eerviees  in  the  field  and  for  the  efficient  ni 
which  they  rendered  me. 

EeBpectfully  snbmitted : 

A.  BAIRD, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  \ith  Aimy  Corpi. 
True  copy  ;  S.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Majetr  tmd  Aide  de-Camp. 

Recap  itula  t.iem. 
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Ugadqeiartbes  11th  ArsD  12tii  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  Term.,  Febritary  4,  1S64. 

Gbskral  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  tak 

by  my  command  in  the  operations  of  the  army,  which  resulted  in  driving  the  rel 

forces  from  all  of  their  positions  in  the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga,  and  of  its  parti 

Sation  immediately  afterwards  in  the  pursuit  of  them.  In  order  that  this  may 
istinctly  underatood,  that  the  troops  concerned  be  known  and  receive  the  hor 
due  them,  it  is  necessary  to  premise  by  stating  that  the  attack  was  ordered 
he  made  on  the  enemy's  extreme  right  at  daylight  on  the  Slst  of  Novemb 
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»Qd  that  preparatory  orders  were  sent  through  me  on  the  18th  for  the  11  ih  corps 
to  cro33  on  the  north  hank  of  the  Tennessee  river  on  the  20th,  At  this  time 
the  1  Itli  and  a  part  of  the  12th  corps  were  encamped  in  Lookout  valley,  opposite 
to  the  left  of  the  eneoiy's  line.  In  consequence  of  the  non-arrival  of  the  force 
mainly  relied  on  to  lead  off  at  the  attack,  it  was  postponed  to  the  following 
morning  and  again  until  the  24th,  for  the  same  reason.  Meanwhilo,  ordera  were 
t^eeived  for  the  llth  corps  to  go  to  Chattanooga,  where  it  reported  on  the  29d, 
rbis  divided  my  command,  and  as  the  orders  contemplated  no  advance  from  Look- 
)ut  valley,  application  was  made  to  the  major  general  commanding  the  depart- 
ment for  authority  to  accompany  the  1 1th  corps,  aaaigning  as  a  reason  that  it  was 
iiy  duty  to  join  that  part  of  my  command  going  into  battle.  This  was  granted, 
iTid,  preparatory  to  leaving,  invitation  waa  sent  for  the  senior  officer  inmy  absence, 
Brigadier  G-eneral  Geary,  to  examine  with  me  the  enemy's  positions  and  defences, 
and  to  he  informed  at  what  points  I  desired  to  have  his  troops  held  to  enable  me  to 
make  itse  of  the  telegraph  in  commonicating  wi^  him  advisedly,  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  fight,  should  a  favorable  opportunity  present  itself  for  him  to 
advance. 

On  tlie  33d,  the  commander  of  the  department  requested  me  to  remain  in  Look- 
iut  valley,  and  to  make  a  demonstration  as  early  as  possible  the  following  morn- 
ng  oa  the  point  of  Lookout  mountain;  my  command  to  consist  of  the  parts  of  the 
wo  divisions.  Later  in  the  day  (the  2  Id)  a  copy  of  a  telegram  waa  i-eceived 
rom  the  major  general  commanding  the  division  of  the  Mississippi,  to  the  effect 
hat  in  the  event  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Brown's  ferry  could  not  be  repaired  in 
:eason  to  cross  Osterhaus's  division  of  the  fifteenth  corps  by  8  o'clock  a.  m. 
In  the  24th,  it  would  report  to  me;  and  soon  after  another  telegram,  from  the 
ieadc[uarters  of  the  department,  instructed  me  in  this  case  to  take  the  point  of 
vookout  mountain,  if  my  demonstration  should  develiip  its  practicability.     At 

o'clock  a.  m.  word  was  received  that  the  bridge  could  not  be  put  in  serviceahlo 
lOndition  for  twelve  hours,  and,  to  remove  all  doubt  on  the  subject,  a  staff 
■fEcer  waa  despatched  to  ascertain.  At  3.15  a.  m.,  on  the  24th,  the  report  was 
;onfi.rmedl 

Aa  now  composed,  my  command  consisted  of  Osterhaus's  division,  15th  corps ; 
Cruft's  division  of  the  4th  ;  G-eary's  of  the  12th ;  excepting  from  the  last  two 
'amed  dirisioas  such  regiments  as  were  required  to  protect  our  eommunieations 
mh  Bridgeport  and  Kelley's  feriy;  battery  K  of  the  first  Ohio,  and  battery 
i.  of  the  first  New  York,  of  the  llth  corps;  {the  two  having  horses  but  for  one;) 
.  part  of  the  second  Kentuck  cavalry,  and  company  K  of  the  fifteenth  Illinois 
avalry,  making  an  aggi-egate  force  of  nine  thousand  sis  hundred  and  eighty -one, 
3,681.)     We  were  all  strangers,  no  one  division  having  seen  either  of  the  others. 

Geary's  division,  supported  hy  Whittaker's  brigade,  of  Craft's  division,  was 
rdered  to  proceed  up  the  valley,  cross  the  creek  near  Wauhatchie,  and  march 
own,  sweeping  every  rebel  from  it ;  the  other  hrigade,  of  the  4th  corps,  to 
dvance,  seize  the  bridge  just  below  the  railroad,  and  repair  it,  Osterhaus's  di- 
ision  to  march  up  from  Brawn's  ferry,  under  cover  of  the  hills,  to  the  place  o£ 
I'ossing;  also  to  furnish  supports  for  the  batteries.  The  Ohio  battery  to  take  a 
osition  on  Bald  hill,  and  the  New  York  batteiy  on  the  hill  directly  in  rear. 
*he  second  Kentucky  cavalry  was  despatched  to  observe  the  movements  of  the 
temy  in  the  direction  of  Trenton,  and  the  Illinois  company  to  perform  orderly 
nd  escort  duty.  This  disposition  of  the  forces  to  be  made  as  soon  after 
aylight  as  practicable.  At  this  time  the  enemy's  pickets  formed  a  continuous 
lie  along  the  right  bank  of  Lookout  creek,  with  the  reserves  in  the  valley, 
hile  his  main  force  was  encamped  in  a  hollow,  half  way  up  the  slope  of  the 
tonntain.  The  summit  itself  was  held  by  three  brigades  of  Stevenson's  divi- 
iin,  and  were  comparatively  safe,  as  the  only  means  of  access  from  the  weat, 
r  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  up  the  valley,  was  by  two  or  three  trails,  admit- 
ii.g  of  the  passage  of  but  one  maa  at  a  time,  and  even  those  held  at  the  top  by 
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rebel  pickets.     For  this  reason  no  direct  attempt  was  made  for  the  dislotlg- 
Bient  of  this  force. 

On  the  Chattanooga  side,  which  is  less  precipitous,  a  road  of  easy  grade  has 
been  made,  com muai eating  with  the  summit  by  zigzagging  diagonally  up  t!ie 
Bide  of  the  mountain;  and  it  was  believed  that  before  our  troops  should 
gain  posaessioa  of  this,  the  enemy  on  the  top  would  evacuate  his  position,  or,  in 
-the  event  he  did  not,  would  be  cut  off  from  )iis  main  body,  to  rejoin  which 
would  involve  a  march  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles.  Viewed  from  whatever  point. 
Lookout  mountain,  with  its  high  palisaded  crest  and  ita  steep,  ragged,  rocky, 
and  deeply  furrowed  slopes,  presented  an  imposing  barrier  to  our  advance. 
And  when  to  these  were  added  almost  interminable  well  planned,  well  con- 
structed defences,  held  by  Ameridans,  the  assault  became  an  enterprise  worthy 
the  ambition  and  renown  of  the  troops  to  whom  it  was  intrusted. 

On  the  northern  slope,  midway  between  the  summit  and  the  Tennessee- rive !■, 
a  plateau  or  belt  of  arable  land  encircles  the  crest,  where  a  continuous  line  of 
eartliworks  bad  been  thrown  op,  together  with  redoubts,  redans,  and  pits  lower 
down  the  slope  to  repel  an  assault  from  the  direction  of  the  river,  while  on  each 
flank  were  rifle  pits,  epaulements  for  batteries,  walls  of  stones,  and  abatis  to 
resist  attacks  from  either  the  Chattanooga  or  Lookout  valley  themselves.  Oeary 
commenced  his  movement  as  instructed,  crossed  the  creek  at  8  o'clock,  captured 
the  entire  picket  of  forty-two  men  posted  to  defend  it,  marched  directly  up  tbu 
mountain  until  the  right  rested  on  the  palisades,  and  headed  down  the  valley. 
At  the  same  time  Gross's  brigade  advanced  resolutely,  with  brisk  skirmishing 
drove  the  enemy  fi'om  the  bridge,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  put  it  in  repair. 
The  firing  at  this  point  alarmed  the  rebels,  and  immediately  their  columns  were 
seen  filing  down  the  mountain  from  their  camps,  moving  into  their  rifle-pits  and 
breastworks,, while  numbers  established  themselves  bebind  the  embankment  of 
the  railroad,  which  enabled  them,  without  exp:>Bure,  to  sweep  with  a  fire  of 
musketry  the  field  over  which  our  troops  would  be  compelled  -to  march,  for  a 
distance  of  three  or  four  hundred  yards. 

These  dispositions  were  distinctly  visible,  and  as  facilities  for  avoiding  them 
were  close  at  hand,  Osterhaus  was  directed  to  sead  a  brigade,  under  cover 
of  the  hills  and  trees,  about  eight  hnndred  yards  higher  up  the  creek,  and  pre- 
pare a  crossing  at  that  point.     This  was  Brigadier  General  Wood's  brigade. 

Soon  after,  Cruft  was  ordered  to  leave  a  sufficient  force  at  the  bridge  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  for  the  balance  of  Gross's  brigade  to  follow 
Wood's.  Meanwhile,  a  section  of  howitaers  was  planted  to  enfilade  the  positions 
the  enemy  had  taken,  and  Osterhaus  had  established  a  section  of  20-poundoi 
Parrotts  to  enfilade  the  route  by  which  the  enemy  had  left  his  camp.  The 
battery  on  Bald  hill  enfiladed  the  railroad  and  highway  leading  to  Chattanooga 
and  all  the  batteries  and  sections  of  batteries  had  a  direct  or  enfilading  firt 
within  easy  range  on  all  the  positions  taken  by  the  rebels ;  besides,  the  2l>-poiiiidei 
Parrotts  could  be  used  with  good  effect  on  the  rebel  camp  on  the  side  of  the 
mountain.  With  this  disposition  of  the  artillery  it  was  believed  that  we  wonk 
be  able  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  despatching  relief  to  oppose  Geary,  and  alsc 
keep  him  from  running  away.  At  1 1  o'clock  Wood  had  completed  his  bridge 
Geary's  liae  appeared  close  by,  his  skirmishers  smartly  engaged.  Ail  the  gun; 
opened.  Wood  and  Gross  sprang  across  the  river,  joined  Geary's  left,  and  movec 
down  the  valley.  A  few  of  the  enemy  escaped  from  the  artillery  fire,  and  thosi 
that  did  ran  upon  our  infantry  and  were  captured.  The  balance  of  the  rebe 
forces  were  killed  or  taken  prisoners,  many  of  them  remaining  in  the  bottom  o 
their  pits  for  safety  until  forced  oat  by  our  men.  Meanwhile,  the  troops  on  tb 
mountain  rushed  on  in  their  advance,  the  right  passing  directly  under  the  mut. 
zles  of  the  enemy's  guns  on  the  summit,  climbing  over  ledges  and  boulders,  n; 
hill  and  down,  furiously  driving  the  enemy  from  bis  camp,  and  from  positim 
after  position,  until  13  o'clock,  when  Geary's  advance  heroieaily  rounded  tli 
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p«ak  of  the  monntaia.  Uot  knowing  to  wlsat  extent  the  enemy  might  ho  re-en- 
forced, and  fearing,  from  the  rough,  ehtiraeter  of  the  field  of  operations,  that  our 
lines  might  be  disordered,  directions  had  been  given  for  the  troopa  to  halt  on 
reaching  tbia  bigh  ground  ;  but  fired  with  success,  a  flying,  panic-atricken  enpmy 
hefore  them,  they  pressed  eagerly  forward ;  Cobham'a  brigade  on  the  right, 
occupying  the  high  ground  between  the  enemy's  line  of  defence  on  the  plateau 
and  the  palisades,  inceaaantly  plying  them  with  fire  from  above  and  behind, 
while  Ireland's  brigade  was  vigorously  rolling  them  on  the  flank,  both  closely 
supported  by  the  brigades  of  Whittaker  and  Oreighton.  Our  success  was  unin- 
terrupted and  irresistible. 

Before  losing  the  advantages  the  ground  presented  us,  the  enemy  had  been 
re-euforceil.  Meantime,  after  having  secured  the  prisoners,  two  of  Osterhaua's 
regiments  had  been  sent  forward  on  the  Chattanooga  road,  and  the  balance  of 
his  aad  Cruft's  divisions  had  joined  Geary.  All  the  rebel  efforts  to  resist  ns  only 
resulted  in  rendering  our  success  more  complete  and  triumphant.  After  two  or 
three  short  bttt  sharp  conflicts  the  plateau  was  cleared,  the  enemy  with  his  re-en- 
forcements driven  from  the  walla  and  pits  around  Craven's  house,  the  last  point 
at  which  he  could  make  a  atand  in  force,  aiid,  all  broken  and  dismayed,  were 
hurled  over  the  rocks  and  precipices  into  the  valley. 

It  was  now  near  2  o'clock,  when  our  operations  were  arrested  by  the  darkness. 
The  cloada  which  had  hovered  over  and  enveloped  the  summit  of  the  mountain 
during  the  morning,  and  to  some  extent  favored  our  movements,  gradually  set- 
tled into  the  valley,  and  completely  veiled  it  from  our  view.  Indeed,  from  the 
momeat  we  had  rounded  the  peak  of  the  motmtain,  it  was  only  from  the  roar  of 
battle  and  occasional  glimpsea  they  could  catch  of  our  lines  and  standarda  that 
oar  comrades  from  whom  we  were  separated  knew  of  the  strife  or  its  piogress; 
and  when  from  these  evidences  our  true  condition  was  revealed  to  them,  tlieir 
painful  anxiety  yielded  to  transports  of  joy,  which  only  soldiers  can  feel  at  the 
earliest  moment  of  dawning  victory. 

Deeming  a  descent  into  the  valley  imprudent  without  more  accurate  informa- 
tion of  its  topogi-aphy,  and  also  of  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy,  our  line 
was  ealabliehed  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain,  the  right  resting  on  the  pali- 
aades  and  the  left  near  the  mouth  of  Chattanooga  creek,  and  this  was  strengihened 
by  all  the  means  at  hand  until  4  o'clock,  when  tlie  commander  of  the  department 
was  informed  that  our  positioa  was  impregnable. 

During  all  of  these  operations  the  batteries  on  Moccasin  point,  under  Captain 
Naylor,  had  been  busily  at  work  from  the  north  bank  of  the  "Tennessee  river, 
and  had  contributed  as  much  to  our  assistance  as  the  irregularities  of  the  ground 
and  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  woald  admit  of.  From  our  position  we  can- 
nonaded the  enemy's  line  of  defeace  stretching  across  Chattanooga  valley  by  an 
enfilading  fire,  and  also  by  a  direct  iire  many  of  his  camps,  some  of  which  were 
in  our  immediate  vicinity      Al     d  oramunication  had  been  opened  with 

Chattanooga,  and  at  a  c[u  pa     ii       o'clock  Brigadier  General  Carlin,  14tb 

corps,  reported  to  me  with  h  1  g  d  d  was  assigned  to  duty  on  the  right 
of  the  line  to  relieve  Gi-ea  j  mm  d  Imost  exhausted  with  the  fatigue  and 
excitement  incident  to  th  p    all  1  d  march. 

To  prevent  artillery  b  g  b  ugh  f  rward  the  enemy  had  undermined  the 
road  and  covered  it  with  f  11  d  mh  This  was  repaired  and  placed  in  ser- 
viceable condition  before  m  g  D  ng  the  day.  and  antil  after  midnight, 
an  irregular  fire  was  kep  up  1  g  1  ae,  and  had  the  appearance  of  an  effort 
to  break  it.  This  was  oh  had  was  at  once  vigorously  and  handsomely 
[repelled.  In  this  Carlin  a  brigade  leadered  excellent  service.  His  report  is 
(herewith  forwarded. 

Before  daylight,  anticipating  the  withdrawal  of  the  rebel  force  from  the  summit 
mf  the  mountain,  parties  from  several  regiments  were  despatched  to  scale  it ;  but 
tto  the  eighth  Kentucky  must  forever  belong  the  proud  diatinction  of  having 
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been  foremost  to  reach  tlie  crest,  and  at  sTinrise  to  diaplay  our  honored  emblem 
from  the  towering  peak  of  Lookout,  amid  the  wild  and  prolonged  cheers  of  the 
stalwart  men  whose  dauatlesa  valor  and  reaolutioa  bad  raised  it  almost  to  the 

During  the  night  the  enemy  had  quietly  abandoned  (he  mountain,  leaving 
behind  twenty  thousand  ratious,  the  camp  and  garrison  equipage  of  three  brig- 
ades, and  other  material.  An  impenetrable  mist  still  covered  the  face  of  the 
valley.  Prisoners  reported  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  it,  bnt  deemed  it 
imprudent  to  descend ;  a  reeonnoissance  was  ordered,  and  soon  after  9  o'clock 
report  came  in  that  the  rebels  had  left,  bat  that  their  pickete  still  held  the  riglit 
back  of  Chattanooga  creek  in  the  direction  of  Eossville.  Soon  after  the  fog  had 
vanished,  and  nothing  was  to  be  seen  in  the  valley  but  the  deserted  and  burning- 
camp  of  the  enemy. 

Among  the  fruila  of  the  preceding  operations  may  be  enamerated  the  concen- 
tration of  the  army,  the  abandonment  of  defences  upwards  of  eight  miles  in 
extent,  the  recovery  of  all  the  advantjjges  in  position  the  eoemy  had  gained  from 
our  army  on  the  bloody  field  of  Chickamauga,  giving  to  us  the  undispntable 
navigation  of  the  river  and  the  control  of  the  railroad,  the  capture  of  between 
two  and  tbi'ee  thousand  prisoners,  five  stands  of  colors,  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  upwards  of  five  thonsand  muskets. 

Of  the  troops  opposed  to  us  were  four  brigades,  all  of  Walker's  division,  of 
Hardee's  corps,  a  portion  of  Stewart's  division,  of  Breckinridge's  corps  ;  and  on 
the  top  of  the  mountain  Carlin's  brigade  was  directed  to  await  orders  on  the 
Summertown  road,  and  at  10  o'clock  my  column,  Osterhans  leading,  (being 
nearest  the  road,)  marched  for  Kossville. 

On  arriving  at  Chattanooga  creek  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  de- 
stroyed the  bridge,  and  in  consequence  our  pursuit  was  delayed  nearly  three 
boars.  As  soon  as  the  stringers  were  laid  Osterhaus  managed  to  throw  over 
the  twenty- seveath  Mi.sBOuri  regiment,  and  soon  after  all  of  his  infantry.  The 
former  deployed,  pushed  forward  as  skirmishers  to  the  goi'ge  in  Missionary  ridge, 
and  drew  a  fire  of  the  artillery  and  infantry  holdiag  it,  and  also  discovered  that 
the  enemy  was  attempting  to  cover  a  train  of  wagons  loading  with  stores  at  the 
Eossville  house. 

As  the  position  was  one  presenting  many  advantages  for  defence,  the  skir- 
miaber?  were  directed  to  keep  the  enemy  engaged  in  front  while  Wood's  brigade 
was  taking  the  ridge  on  the  right,  and  four  regiments  of  Williamson's  on  the 
left.  Two  other  regiments  of  this  brigade  were  posted  on  the  road  leading  to 
Chattanooga  to  prevent  surprise.  In  executiog  these  duties  the  troops  were 
necessarily  exposed  to  the  enemy's  artillery;  hut  as  soon  aa  it  was  discovered 
that  his  flanks  were  being  turned,  and  his  retreat  threatened,  be  hastily  evacu- 
ated the  gap,  leaving  behind  lai^e  quantities  of  artillery  and  small-arm  ammuni- 
tion, wagons,  ambulances,  and  a  house  full  of  commissary  stores.  Pursuit  was 
made  aa  far  as  consistent  with  my  instruef  ioas  to  clear  Missionary  ridge ;  mean- 
while the  biidge  had  been  completed  and  all  the  troops  over  or  crossing. 
Osterhans  i-eeeived  iastructions  to  move  with  his  division  parallel  with  the  riilge 
on  the  east,  Cruft  on  the  ridge,  and  Geary  in  the  valley  to  the  west  of  it,  within 
easy  supporting  distance.  The  batteries  accompanied  Geary,  as  it  was  not  known 
that  roads  could  be  found  for  them  with  the  other  divisions  without  delaying  the 
movements  of  the  colnmn. 

General  Cruft,  with  his  staff,  preceded  his  column  in  ascending  the  ridge  to 
supervise  the  formation  of  his  lines,  and  was  at  once  met  by  a  line  <)f  the  enemy's' 
skirmishers  advancing.  The  ninth  and  thirty-sixth  Indiana  regiments  sprang 
forward,  ran  into  line  under  their  fire,  and  instantly  charged  and  drove  back 
these  audacious  rebels,  while  the  residue  of  the  column  fomied  tbeir  lines.  Gross's 
brigade,  with  fifty-first  Ohio  and  thirty-fifth  Indiana,  of  Whittaker's,  in  advance, 
the  balance  of  the  latter  closely  supporting  the  front  line.     It  wa*,  however,  soon 
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fonnd  that  t!ie  ridge  on  top  was  too  narrow  to  aclmit  of  thia  formation,  and  the 
division  waa  tlirown  into  four  lines.  By  tbis  time  the  divisionsof  Geary  and  Oater- 
haus  were  ahreast  of  it,  and  all  advanced  at  a  chai^ng  pace.  The  enemy  had 
selected  for  hia  advanced  line  of  defence  the  breaatwovka  thrown  np  by  our 
army  on  ita  return  from  Chickamauga,  hut  such  was  the  impetuoaity  of  our 
advance  that  hia  front  Hue  was  routed  before  an  opportunity  waa  afforded  him 
to  prepare  for  a  determined  resistance.  Many  of  the  fugilives,  to  escape,  ran 
down  the  east  slope  to  the  line  of  Osterhaua,  a  few  to  the  west,  and  were  picked 
up  hy  G-eary,  The  bulk  of  them,  however,  sought  refuge  behind  the  second 
line,  and  they  in  their  turn  were  eoon  routed,  and  tlie  hght  became  almost  a 
running  one.  Whenever  the  accidents  of  the  ground  enabled  the  rebels  to  make 
an  advuntageoaa  stand,  Geary  and  Osterhaus,  always  iu  the  right  place,  wonld 
pour  a  withering  fire  into  iheir  flanks,  and  again  the  race  was  renewed.  Tbis 
continued  until  near  sunaet,  when  those  of  the  enemy  that  had  not  been  killed 
or  captured,  all  gave  way,  and,  in  attempting  to  escape  along  the  ridge,  ran  into 
the  arms  of  Johnson's  division  of  the  14th  corps  and  were  captured.  Our  enemy, 
the  prisoners  stated,  was  Stewart's  division ;  but  few  escaped.  .  Osterhaus  alone 
captured  two  thousand  of  them.  Tbis  officer  names  the  fourth  Iowa,  seventy- 
sixth  Ohio,  and  twenty- ae vent b  Missouri  regiments,  aa  having  been  especially 
distinguished  in  this  engagen  nt  L  ndg  b  '  batte  y  f  howitzers  also  ren 
dered  brilliant  service  on  thi  fill  H  e  ou  hu  n  f  he  day  ended,  and 
the  troops  went  into  bivoua  mak  n„  h  w  !k  n  a  v,  \  their  cheers  and 
rejoicings,  which  were  caugl       p  bj      1  p      u    I     ti    nity,  and  carried 

along  the  ridge,  until  lost  in   he  1  sU 

Soon  after  daylight  every    ff      v,      mal     by         n  n  e  and  inquiry,  to 

ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  he    n  mj  to  n    pu  p  Win  our  hearing  the 

field  was  as  silent  aa  the  gmve,  Knowmg  the  despeiate  extremities  to  which  he 
must  be  reduced  by  our  success,  with  his  retreat  seriously  threatened  by  the  only 
line  left  him,  with  a  hope  of  success,  I  felt  satisfied  that  he  must  be  in  full 
retreat,  and  accordingly  suggested  to  the  commander  of  the  depaitnient  that  my 
column  be  permitted  to  march  to  Graysville,  if  possible,  to  intercept  him.  Tbis 
was  grtmted,  and  at  the  same  time,  re-enforced  hy  Palmer's  corps,  all  moved 
immediately  in  that  direction,  Palmer's  corps  in  advance. 

On  arriving  at  the  west  fork  of  the  Chiekamauga  river,  it  was  found  that  the 
enemy  had  destroyed  the  bridge.  Toprovideforthis  contingency.  Major  General 
Butterfield,  my  chief  of  staff,  with  his  habitual  foresight,  had  in  the  morning 
personally  requested  that  three  pontoons,  with  their  haiks  and  chesses,  might 
be  despatched  for  my  use;  hut,  as  they  bad  not  come  up,  after  a  detention  of 
several  hours  a  bridge  was  consttucled  for  the  infantry,  the  officers  swimming 
their  horses,  and  not  until  after  three  o'clock  were  the  i-egiments  able  to  commence 
crossing,  leaving  the  artillery  and  ambulances  to  follow  as  soon  as  practicable; 
also  a  regiment  of  infantry  as  a  guard  to  complete  the  bridge,  if  possible,  for  the 
artillei7  to  cross,  and  also  to  assist  in  throwing  over  the  pontoon  bridge  as  soon 
as  it  arrived.  Partly  ia  consequence  of  this  delay,  iastructiona  were  given  for 
Palmer's  command  to  conlinue  on  to  Graysville,  on  reaching  the  Lafayette  road, 
and  for  the  balance  of  his  commaud  to  proceed  to  Ringgold,  Cruft  now  leading, 
as  this  would  enable  me  to  strike  the  railroad  five  or  six  miles  to  the  south  of 
where  it  was  first  intended  Palmer  was  to  rejoin  me  in  the  morning.  Soon  after 
dark,  word  was  received  from  Palmer,  through  a  member  of  his  staff,  that  he 
had  come  up  with  the  enemy,  reported  to  be  aXattery  and  two  or  three  thousand 
infantry.  Instructions  were  sent  him  to  attack  them  at  once,  and  while  forming 
his  lines  to  the  left  for  that  pui-pose,  the  remaining  part  of  the  column  was 
massed  as  it  came  up  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  held  awaiting  the  movements 
of  Palmer.  His  enemy  was  discovered  to  be  a  battery  of  three  pieces  with  smalt 
escort,  and  was  the  rear  of  the  rebel  army  on  the  road  from  Graysville  to  Ring- 
gold.    TJiree  pieces  of  artillery  were  captured,  and  subsequently  an  additional 
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piece,  with,  I  believe,  a  few  prisoners.  I  have  received  no  report  from  this 
officer  of  bis  operations,  while  belonging  to  my  command,  although  mine  has 
beea  delayed  aix  weeka  in  waiting.  We  were  now  fairly  up  with  the  enemy. 
At  ten  o'clock  at  night.  Craft's  division  advanced  and  took  poBsession  of  the 
crest  of  Chickamauga  hills,  the  enemy's  abandoned  camp-fires  still  burning 
brightly  on  the  side;  and  we  all  went  into  bivouac. 

My  artillery  was  not  yet  up,  aad,  in  this  connexion,  I  desire  that  the  especial 
attention  of  the  commander  of  the  department  may  be  called  to  that  part  of  the 
report  of  General  Osterhaua  which  relates  to  the  eondnct  of  the  officers  who 
had  the  pontoon  bridge  in  charge.  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  officers 
referred  to.  I  was  not  fnruished  with  a  copy  of  their  instructions,  nor  did  they 
report  to  me.  The  pontoons  were  not  brought  forward  to  the  point  of  crossing 
at  all,  and  the  balk  and  cbessplanks  only  reached  their  destination  between 
nine  and  ten  o'clock  p.  m.,  distance  from  Chattanooga  ten  miles,  and  the  roads 
excellent.  Three  tressles  had  to  be  framed,  and  the  bridge  was  not  finished 
until  six  o'clock  the  following  morning.  The  report  of  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Whar- 
ton, of  the  engineers,  and  temporarily  attached  to  my  staff,  who  was  left  behind 
to  hasten  the  completion  of  the  bridge,  is  herewith  transmitted.  No  better  com- 
mentary on  this  cnipabie  negligence  is  needed  than  is  furnished  by  the  record  of 
onr  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Ringgold.  The  town  was  distant  five  miles. 
At  daylight  the  pursuit  was  renewed,  Osterhaus  in  the  advance,  Geary  following, 
and  Cruft  in  ihe  rear.  Evidences  of  the  precipitate  flight  of  the  enemy  were 
where  apparent;  caissons,  wagons,  ambulances,  arms  and  ammnnitioa  were 
abandoned  in  the  confusion  and  hurry  of  retreat.  After  going  about  two  miles 
we  came  up  with  the  camps  he  had  occupied  during  the  night,  the  fires  still 
burning.  A  goodly  number  of  prisoners  were  also  taken  before  reacliiog  the 
east  fork  of  the  Chickamauga  river.  We  found  the  fiird,  and  also  the  bridge  to 
the  south  of  Ringgold,  iield  by  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry.  These  discharged  their 
arms  and  quickly  gave  way  before  a  handful  of  our  men,  and  were  closely  pur- 
sued into  the  town.  I  rode  to  the  front  on  hearing  the  firing,  where  I  found 
Osterhaus  out  with  his  skirmishers,  intensely  alive  to  all  that  was  passing,  and 
pushing  onward  briskly.  He  informed  me  that  four  pieces  of  artilleiy  had  jnst 
left  the  rebel  camp,  weakly  escorted,  and  ran  into  the  gorge,  which  he  could 
have  easily  captured  with  a  small  force  of  cavalry.  The  gorge  is  to  the  east  of 
Ringgold,  and  we  were  approaching  it  from  the  west.  A  little  firing  occurred 
between  our  skirmishers,  as  they  entered  the  town,  and  small  parties  of  the  rebel 
cavalry  and  infantry,  the  latter  retiring  in  the  direction  of  the  gap.  This  is  a 
break  in  Taylor's  ridge  of  sufficient  width  for  the  river  to  flow  through,  and  on 
its  north  bank  room  for  an  ordinary  road  and  a  railroad,  when  the  ridge  rises 
with  abruptness  on  both  sides  four  or  five  hundred  feet,  and  from  thence,  run- 
ning nearly  north  and  south,  continues  unbroken  for  many  miles;  covering  tlie 
entrance  to  it  is  a  small  patch  of  young  trees  and  undergrowth. 

It  was  represented  by  the  citizens  friendly  to  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and 
confirmed  by  contrabands,  that  the  enemy  had  passed  through  Kinggold  sorely 
pressed,  his  animals  exhausted,  and  the  army  hopelessly  demoralized.  In  a  small 
portion  of  it  only  had  the  officers  been  able  to  preserve  regimental  and  company 
formations,  many  of  the  men  having  thrown  away  their  arms,  a  still  greater 
number  more  open  and  violent  in  their  denunciations  of  the  confederacy;  and,  in 
order  to  gain  time,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  rear  guard  to  make  use  of  the 
natural  advantages  the  goi^e  presented  to  check  the  pursuit.  The  troops  relied 
on  for  this  were  posted  behind  the  mountain  and  the  trees,  and  the  latter  were 
also  need  to  mask  a  couple  of  pieces  of  artillery.  Only  a  feeble  line  of  skirmishers 
appeared  in  sight.  The  only  way  to  ascertain  the  enemy's  strength  was  to  feel 
of  him,  and  as  our  success,  if  prompt,  would  be  crowned  with  a  rich  harvest  in 
the  trophies  and  spoils  of  war,  without  waiting  formy  artiDery,  (not  yet  up,  though 
after  nine  o'clock,)  the  skirmishers  advanced.   Wood  deployed  his  brigade  la 
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rear  of  them,  under  cover  of  tlie  embankment  of  the  railroad,  and  a  hrisk  mus- 
ketry fire  commenced  between  the  skirmishera ;  at  the  aame  time  the  enemy 
kejDt  his  artillery  busily  at  work.  Their  skirmiahers  were  driven  in,  and  aa  we 
had  learned  the  position  of  the  battery,  the  thirteenth  Illinois  regiment,  from  the 
right  of  Wood's  Inie,  was  thrown  forward  to  seize  aome  houses  from  which  their 
gunners  could  be  picked  off  by  our  men.  These  were  heroically  taken  and  held 
by  that  brave  regiment  Apprehenaive'tbat  he  might  lose  hia  artillery,  the  enemy 
advanced  with  a  superior  force  on  our  skivmisbera,  and  they  fell  hack  behind 
Wood's  line,  when  that  admirable  officer  opened  on  the  rebels  and  drove  them 
into  the  gorge,  leaving  thi;iv  dead  and  wounded  on  the  ground,  our  skirmishers 
at  once  occupying  their  line,  the  thirteenth  Illinois  all  the  time  maintaining  its 
position  with  resolution  and  obstinacy. 

Simultaneoua  with  these  operations  in  front  of  the  gorge,  Opferhaua  detached 
four  regiments  under  Colonel  Williamson,  half  a  mile  to  the  left,  to  ascend  the 
ridgeand  turn  tbeenemy's  right.  Two  of  them,  the  seventy-sixth  Ohio,  supported 
by  the  fourth  Iowa,  were  thrown  forward,  and,  as  the  enemy  appeared  iu  great 
force  when  they  had  nearly  gained  the  crest,  Geary  ordered  four  of  his  regi- 
ments still  further  to  the  left,  under  Colonel  Oreighton,  for  the  same  object,  where 
the^v  found  an  tiverwhelming  force  confronting  them.  Vigoroua  attacks  were  made 
by  both  of  these  columns,  in  which  the  troops  exhibited  extraordinary  daring 
and  devotion,  but  were  compelled  to  yield  to  numerical  superiority,  the  first  to 
take  shelter  in  a  depression  in  the  side  of  the  ridge,  about  fifty  paces  in  rear  of 
their  most  advanced  position,  and  there  remain.  The  other  column  was  ordered 
to  resume  their  position  on  the  railroad.  All  the  parties  sent  forward  to  ascertain 
the  enemy's  position  and  strength  were  small ;  but  the  attacks  had  been  made 
with  ao  much  vigor,  and  succeeded  so  well  in  their  object,  that  I  deemed  it  unwise 
to  call  up  the  commands  of  Palmer  and  Cruft  and  the  remaining  brigade  of 
Greary  to  deliver  a  geaei-al  attack  without  my  artillery,  and  accordingly  gave  in- 
structions for  no  advance  to  be  made,  and  for  the  firing  to  be  discontinued  except 
in  self-defence.  These  orders  were  conveyed  and  delivered  to  every  ofB.cer  in 
command  on  our  advanced  line.  Word  was  received  from  General  Wood  that 
appearances  in  his  front  were  indicative  of  a  forward  movement  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  when  Ireland's  brigade  of  Gteary's  division  was  sent  to  strengthen 
him ;  Cobhams's  bi'igade,  of  the  same  division,  took  a  well-sheltered  position 
behind  the  knoll  midway  between  the  depot  and  the  opening  to  the  gap.  These 
officers  were  also  ordered  not  to  attack  or  to  fire,  unl^s  it  shoidd  become  neces- 
sary. 

I  may  here  state,  that  the  greatest  difficulty  I  experienced  with  my  new  com- 
mand, and  the  one  which  caused  me  the  most  solicitude,  was  to  check  and  curb 
their  disposition  to  engage,  regardless  of  circumstances,  and  it  appeared  almost 
of  coniei^uences.  This  was  the  case  on  Lookout  mountain,  on  Missionary  ridge, 
and  at  Ringgold.  Despite  my  emphatic  and  repeated  instructions  to  the  con- 
trary, a  desultory  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  right  of  the  line  until  the  artillery 
arrived;  and  I  see  by  the  reports  of  the  commanders,  that  under  cover  of  elevated 
ground  between  my  position  and  our  right,  several  small  parties  advanced  to 
capture  the  enemy's  battery  and  harass  hia  flank  at  the  gap.  It  is  with  no 
dis satisfaction  that  I  refer  to  these  circumstances  in  evidence  of  the  spirit  animat- 
ing the  troops,  and  with  no  feeling  of  resentment,  for  of  that  I  was  disarmed  by 
the  abiding  remembrance  of  their  glorious  services  and  achievements.  It  baa 
never  been  my  fortune  to  serve  with  more  zealous  and  devoted  troops. 

Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  the  artillery  came  op,  not  having  been  able 
to  cross  the  west  fork  of  the  Chickamanga  until  eight  o'clock.  On  the  morning 
of  the  37th,  under  my  acting  chief  of  artillery.  Major  Reynolds,  in  conjunction  with 
Generals  Geary  and  Osterhaus,  one  section  of  24- pounder  howitzers  was  placed  in 
position  to  bear  on  the  enemy  and  to  enfilade  the  gap,  another  section  of  10- 
pounder  Parrotts  to  silence  the  enemy's  battery,  and  one  section  further  to  the  left 
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to  bear  on  soma  troops  held  in  mass  iu  front  of  G-eaiy'e  regiments.  At  the  same 
time  a  regiment  of  Crnft's  divisioa  had  been  sent  around  to  the  bridge  to  cross  the 
Chickamauga,  and,  if  possible,  to  gain  the  heights  of  the  ridge  on  the  sonth  side 
of  the  river,  the  possession  of  which  would  give  ns  a  phmging  flre  upon  the 
enemy  in  the  gorge.  Two  companies  had  nearly  gained  the  Bummit  when  they 
were  recalled.  The  artillery  had  opened  with  marked  effect.  The  rebel  gnus 
were  hauled  to  the  rear,  his  troops  seen  moving,  and  before  oqo  o'clock  he  was 
in  fall  retreat.  Williamson's  brigade  followed  him  over  the  mountain,  while 
skirmishers  from  the  sixtieth  and  one  hundred  and  second  New  York  regiments 
pursued  through  the  gap.  Efforts  were  made  to  burn  the  railroad  bridges,  but 
the  rebels  were  driven  from  them  and  the  fire?  extinguished.  During  the 
artillery  firing  the  major  general  eommaudiug  the  division  of  the  Mississippi 
arrived  and  gave  directions  for  thepursuit  to  be  discoatinued.  Later  in  the  day, 
soon  after  three  o'clock,  I  received  instructions  from  him  to  have  a  reeonnois- 
sanee  made  in  the  direction  of  Tunnul  Hill,  the  enemy's  line  of  retreat,  for  pur- 
poses of  observation,  and  to  convey  to  the  enemy  the  impression  that  we  were 
still  after  him.  Gross's  brigade  was  despatched  on  this  service.  About  two 
miles  out  he  ran  upon  a  small  force  of  rebel  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  pursued 
them  ahont  a  mile  and  a  half,  when  he  fell  upon  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  divi- 
sion of  troops  posted  on  the  hills  commanding  the  road.  The  brigade  retnrned 
at  eight  o'clock  and  went  into  bivouac.  Colonel  G-ross's  report  in  this  connex- 
ion concludes  by  saying  "  that  we  found  broken  caissons,  wagons,  ambulances, 
dead  and  dying  men  of  the  enemy,  strewn  along  the  way  to  a  hoiTible  extent." 

As  some  misapprehension  appears  to  exist  with  regard  to  our  losses  in  this 
battle,  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  reports  of  my  division  commanders  exhibit 
a  loss  of  sixty-five  (65)  killed,  and  three  hundred  and  seventy-seven  (377) 
wounded — about  one-half  of  the  latter  so  severely  that  it  was  necessary  to 
have  them  conveyed  to  the  hospital  for  proper  treatment.  They  also  show  of 
the  enemy  killed  and  left  on  the  field,  one  hundred  and  thirty,  (130.)  01'  his 
wounded  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining,  as  only  those  severely  hurt  remained, 
and  they  filled  every  house  by  the  wayside  as  far  as  our  troops  penetrated,  A 
few  of  our  wounded  men  fell  into  the  enemy's  bands,  hut  were  soon  retaken. 
We  captured  two  hundred  and  thirty  (230)  prisoners  and  two  flags,  to  make  no 
mention  of  the  vast  amount  of  property  and  materials  that  fell  into  our  hands. 
Adding  to  the  number  of  prisoners  and  kilied,  aa  above  stated,  the  lowest  esti- 
mated proportion  of  wounded  to  killed  usual  in  battle,  would  make  the  losses  of 
the  enemy  at  least  three  to  our  one. 

From  this  time  the  operations  of  the  "  right  wing,"  as  it  was  called,  became 
subordinate  to  tl  ose  of  the  column  marching  to  the  relief  of  the  garrison  at 
Knoxville 

Instruct  ons  cached  me  from  the  headquarters  of  the  militaiy  division  to  re- 
main at  R  ggold  1  ir  ng  tbe  29th  and  30th,  unless  it  should  he  found  practica- 
ble to  advance  to  vards  Dalton  without  fighting  a  battle,  the  object  of  ray  re- 
maining, a?  Stat  d  bei  g  to  protect  Sherman's  flank,  with  authority  to  attack 
or  move  on  Dalton  should  the  enemy  move  up  the  Dalton  and  Cleveland  road. 
In  retreating,  the  enemy  had  baited  a  portion  of  bis  force  at  Tunnel  Hill,  midway 
between  Ringgold  and  Dalton,  and  as  he  evinced  no  disposition  to  molest  Sher- 
man, my  command  rested  at  Ringgold.  I  was  kept  fully  advised  of  the  rebel 
movements,  through  the  activity  and  daring  of  the  second  Kentucky  cavalry. 
They  joined  me  on  the  asth. 

In  obedience  to  verbal  directions  given  me  by  tbe  commander  of  the  division, 
the  railroad  was  tboi-oughly  destroyed  for  two  miles,  including  the  bridges  on 
each  side  of  Ringgold,  by  Palmer's  and  Cruft's  commands ;  also  the  depot,  tan- 
nery, all  the  mills,  and  all  material  that  could  be  used  in  the  support  of  an  army. 
We  found  on  our  arrival  large  quantities  of  forage  and  flour.  What  was  not 
required  by  the  want  of  the  service,  was  either  sent  to  the  rear  or  burned.     Oar 
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■wounded  were  as  promptly  and  as  well  cared  for  as  circnmstaaees  would  per- 
mit. Sargeon  Moore,  the  medical  director  of  the  array  of  the  Tennessee,  volnn- 
tarily  left  iiis  chief,  to  lend  his  heart,  head,  and  hands  to  their  relief;  and  under 
his  active,  skilful,  and  humane  auspices,  and  those  of  the  medical  directors  of 
the  divisions,  they  were  comfortably  removed  to  Chattanooga  on  the  28th.  My 
Bincere  thanks  are  tendered  to  all  the  ofEcers  of  the  medical  staff  for  their  zeal- 
ous and  carefnl  attentioa  to  the  woDuded  on  this,  as  well  as  on  former  fields. 
Especially  are  they  due  to  Surgeon  Ball,  medical  director  of  Geary's  division, 
and  to  Surgeon  Menzies,  medical  director  of  Oruft's  division. 

On  the  29th,  Major  General  Palmer  returned  to  Chattanooga  with  his  com- 
mand, having  in  charge  sueh  prisoners  as  remained  in  Ringgold.  On  the  30th, 
the  enemy,  being  reassured  by  the  cessation  of  our  pursuit,  sent  a  "flag  of 
truce  "  to  our  advanced  lines  at  Catoosa,  by  Major  Oafhoan  Benham,  request- 
ing permission  to  bury  his  dead,  and  care  for  his  wounded,  abandoned  on  the 
field  of  his  last  disaster  at  Ringgold.  Copies  of  this  correspondence  have  here- 
tofore been  forwarded.  Also,  on  the  30lh,  nnder  instructions  from  department 
headquarters,  Gross's  brigade,  Cruft's  division,  marched  for  the  old  battle- 
field at  Chickamauga  to  bury  our  dead,  and  on  the  1st  of  December,  the  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  remaining  left  Rinj^gold  ;  Geary  and  Cruft  to  return  to  their 
old  camps.     Osterhans  to  encamp  in  Chattanooga  valley, 

Tlie  reports  of  commanders  exhibit  a  loss  on  the  campaign,  including  all  the 
engagements  herein  reported,  in  killed,  wounded,  and,  missipg,  of  nine  huudred 
and  sixty,  (960,)  inconsiderable  ia  comparison  with  my  apprehension,  or  the 
ends  accomplished ;  nevertheless,  there  is  cause  for  the  deepest  regret  and  sorrow. 
Among  the  fallen  are  some  of  the  brightest  names  of  the  army.  Creighton  and 
Crane,  of  the  seventh  Ohio,  Actoa  of  the  fortieth  Ohio,  Buehnefl  of  the  thirteenth 
ininois,  Elliott  of  the  one  hundred  and  second  New  York,  and  oihers  whose  names 
my  limits  will  not  allow  me  to  enumerate,  will  be  remembered  and  lamented  as 
long  as  courage  and  patriotism  are  esteemed  as  virtues  among  men.  The  army 
and  jhe  country  deplore  their  loss. 

The  reports  of  commanders  also  show  the  capture  of  six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven  (6,547)  prisoners,  (not  including  those  taken  by  Palmer 
at  Graystowa,  of  which  no  return  has  been  received;)  also  seven  (7)  pieces  of 
artillery,  nine  (9)  battle  flags,  not  leas  than  ten  thousand  (10,000)  stand  of 
small-arms,  one  (1)  wagon  train,  and  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  for  artillery 
and  infantry,  forage,  rations,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  caissons  and  limbers, 
ambulances,  and  other  implements.  The  reports  relative  to  the  capture  of  the 
flags  are  herewith,  transmitted 

In  the  foregoing  it  has  been  impossible  to  furnish  more  than  a  general  outline 
of  our  operations,  relying  upf  a  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders  to  give 
particulars  and  discriminating  information  concerning  the  services  of  divisions, 
brigades,  regiments,  and  battenes  These  reports  are  herewith  respectfully 
transmitted.  The  attention  of  the  mtjoi  general  commanding  is  especially 
invited  to  those  of  division  commanders  As  to  their  own  distinguished  services, 
I  cannot  speak  in  terms  of  too  high  praise  They  sei-ved  me  day  and  night, 
present  or  absent,  with  all  of  the  inttlhgent  well-directed  eiirnestness,  and  devo- 
tion they  would  have  served  themselvLs  had  they  been  charged  with  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  commander.  The  confidence  inspired  by  their  active  and 
geaevjus  co  operit  ou  ind  support,  early  caused  me  to  feel  that  comple  success 
was  inevitable 

My  thanks  a  e  d  e  to  General  Oarlin  and  his  brigade  for  his  services  on 
Lookout  mounta''n  on  the  n  ght  of  the  24th.  They  were  posted  in  an  exposed 
position,  and  when  atta  kel  repelled  it  with  great  spirit  and  success.  I  must 
also  express  n  y  ackno  vledgments  to  Major  General  Palmer  and  his  command 
for  services  rendered  while  belonging  to  my  column. 

Lieutenant  Ayros,  of  the  signal  corps,  with  his  assistants,  rendered  me  valu- 
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able  aid  in  his  branch  of  the  seryiee  during  our  opemtions.  Major  Eeynolcis, 
the  chief  of  artillery  of  Gesry'a  division,  proved  himself  to  be  a  skilful  artil- 
lerist, and  requires  especial  mention  for  hie  services.  His  batteries  were  always 
posted  with  judgment  and  seized  with  marked  ability.  The  precision  of  his 
fire  at  Lookout  and  Ringgold  elicited  my  admiration. 

To  my  staff  have  I  been  more  than  ever  indebted  for  the  assistance  rendered 
me.  Major  General  Butterfield,  chief  of  staff,  prompt  and  able  in  counsel,  was 
untiring  and  deyoted  on  the  field.  Captain  H.  W.  Perkins,  assistant  adjutant 
general,  Colonel  James  D.  Fessenden,  Major  "William  H.  Lawrence,  Captain 
R.  H.  Hall,  Lieutenants  P.  A.  Oliver,  and  Samuel  W.  Taylor,  aides-de-camp, 
bravely  and  intelligently  performed  all  their  duties. 

Lieutenant  H,  C.  Wharton,  a  promising  young  oificer  of  engineers,  reported 
to  me  from  the  staff  of  the  major  general  commanding  tho  department,  and  was 
unwearied  in  his  assistance,  both  as  an  engineer  and  as  an  officer  of  my  personal 
staff.  Major  General  Howard  has  fuj'nished  me  for  transmifal  his  very  able 
report  of  tlio  operations  and  services  of  the  11th  corps,  from  the  time  it  passed 
from  my  command,  November  22,  to  that  of  its  return,  December  17.  As  it 
relates  to  events  of  which  I  had  no  personal  knowledge,  it  only  remains  to  com- 
ply with  his  wishes,  with  the  request  that  the  major  general  commanding  the 
department  will  give  it  his  especial  attention.  I  may  add  that  the  zeal  and 
devotednese  displayed  by  this  corps  and  its  distinguished  commander  in 
performing  all  the  duties  assigned  them,  cheerfully  encountering  its  perils  and 
sharing  its  privations,  afford  me  great  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major  Gffieral  Commanding. 

Brig.  General  William  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  ASjtitant  General  Army  of  the  Cuinherlatid. 


A  true  copy : 


S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


IIiiADauAiiTKHs  Seuon'd  Ekigadg,  Second  Divrs(o\  of  Oavalev, 

Near  Chattanooga,  November  S8,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  directions  received  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows 
in  reference  to  the  late  expedition  to  Cleveland,  Tennessee ; 

The  first  point  at  which  I  struck  the  Cleveland  and  Chattanooga  railroad  to  do 
it  damage  was  at  Tyner's  station,  where  a  considerable  portion  of  the  track  was 
torn  up.  The  next  place  was  about  fifteen  (15)  miles  this  side  of  Cleveland, 
where  a  small  piece  of  ti'estle-work  over  culvert  was  burned  and  track  torn  up. 
At  Oultawah  another  trestle  was  burned  and  the  track  destroyed  for  some  dis- 
tance. Five  (5)  miles  this  side  of  Cleveland,  and  at  several  places  between 
that  and  Cleveland,  the  road  was  destroyed  to  considerable  extent. 

On  the  Cleveland  and  Dalton  railroad  the  rails  were  torn  up  in  nnmerous 
places  for  a  distance  of  ten  (10)  miles  out  of  Cleveland.  The  Cleveland  and 
Charleston  road  was  damaged  in  quite  a  number  of  places  from  Cleveland  to 
irithin  one  and  a  half  (1  J)  mile  of  Charleston. 

The  points  at  which  the  track  was  destroyed  on  the  latter  two  roads  cannot  be 
■well  particulaiized,  as  there  were  no  large  bridges  or  culverts  destroyed  which 
■would  specify  the  localities.  The  only  large  culverts  and  bridges  I  saw  on  any 
of  the  roads  were  built  of  stone  and  could  not  be  readily  destroyed. 

The  first  road  1  travelled  after  leaving  Chattanooga  waa  tbii  dirt  road  to 
Cleveland  which  nma  alongside  the  railroad.     This  road  has  been  much  travelled 
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and  is  in  bad  condition,  and  would  soon  become  impracticable  to  lieavily  loaded 
wagons  in  the  preeent  weatber.  It  ruiia  in  some  places  throagh  gorges  and 
caBoiis.  with  abrupt  hilla  on  each  side.  I  travelled  for  some  eight  (8)  miles  on  a 
road  nearly  parallel  to  this,  and  from  two  to  four  miles  to  the  right,  which  runs,  I 
think,  direct  from  Chickamauga  station  to  Cleveland.  This  is  somewhat  better 
tban  the  last  mentioned  road. 

Ketuming  from  Cleveland  I  came  through  Harrison  on  a  good  dirt  road  all 
the  way  not  much  travelled.  There  are  no  heavy  grades  oa  either  of  the  roads 
travelled  The  countrj'  is  generally  good,  in  an  agricoltural  point  of  view,  but 
most  of  the  forage  has  been  already  consumed.  There  is,  however,  enough  left 
to  supply  a  command  for  a  short  time ;  more  of  long  than  short  forage. 
1  am,  very  respeclfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELI  LONG, 
Col.  Corn'dg  Second  Brigade,  Second  Cavalry  Division. 
George  K.  Leet, 

Assistant  Adj.  General  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi. 

True  copy : 

8.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

On  ihe  27th  of  November,  I  recalled  General  Graager's  command  from  Mis- 
sion ridge  and  sent  it  towards  Knosville,  by  the  following  order: 

Headquarters  DBI•ARTME^T  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  Novemher  27,  1863 — 7  p.  m. 
General:  The  general  commanding  department  directs  that  you  march 
■without  delay  with  the  divisions  of  Shei'idan  and  Wood  to  the  relief  of  General 
Burnaide  at  Knoxville.  You  will  take  as  much  artillery  as  you  can,  and  move 
without  wagons.  Ten  days'  rations  for  your  entire  command  and  extra  ammu- 
nition will  be  transported  on  the  steamer  Paint  Itock,  now  at  the  wharf.  Take 
three  days'  ralions  and  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  on  the  persons  of  the  mea. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Thomas  : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
Major  General  Gordon  Granger,     . 

Commanding  'Ith  Anny  Corps. 

1  also  sent  General  Elliott  in  tho  same  direction : 

Chattanooga,  Novemher  27,  1S63. 
Brigadier  General  W.  L.  Elliott,  Murfreeshoro' : 

Move  with  what  cavalry  you  have  with  you  to  Kingston,  taking  up  Colonel 
Byrd  at  that  place ;  thence  south  in  the  direction  of  Athens,  seeking  the  enemy 
and  harassing  him  as  mach  as  possible  when  found.  If  you  cannot  find  him 
report  to  General  Burnside  at  Knoxville.  More  definite  instractions  caunot  be 
given  you  at  this  time.  Ci-ook  will  probably  be  sent  south. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Thomas : 

WILLIAM  D.  WHIPPLE. 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Ilownrd'a  corps  and  Davis's  division  of  the  14th  corps  were  with  General 
Sliei'man,  already  marching  on  Knoxville,  leaving  no  troops  at  Chattanooga 
except  the  regular  garrison  and  two  divisions  of  Palmer's  corps.  Hooker  was 
then  recalled  from  Kinggold  by  the  following  order : 
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Hkadquagteks  Department  of  the  Cdmbbrland, 

Chattanooga,  November  30 — 9  a.  m. 
General  :  The  general  commancling  department  tlirecta  tliat  you  leave 
Einggold  with  the  forces  under  your  command,  starting  shortly  after  the  moon 
rises  to-night ;  aad  move  towards  Chattanooga.  The  troops  of  the  12th  corps 
and  those  of  the  4th  corps  will  resvTme  their  original  positions  west  of  Lookout 
mountain  and  on  the  road  to  Bridgeport.  Osterliaua's  division  will  be  halted  at 
a  convenient  point  between  Chattanooga  and  Rossville,  and  the  commanding 
officer  will  report  to  General  Grant  for  instructions.  Execnte  the  orders  received 
from  General  Grant  in  reference  to  the  destruction  of  property  at  Einggold. 
It  is  reported,  on  what  seems  good  authority,  that  some  of  our  dead  lie  unbuded 
on  the  battle-field  of  Chickamauga.  Order  a  detail  from  the  command  of  General 
Cruft,  or  the  whole  command  if  necessary,  to  return  via  Chickamauga  and  bury 
them. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

^    '.  REYNOLDS, 


r  General  Joseph  Hooker. 


Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Granger  reached  the  Hiawasscc  on  the  30th  of  November,  ivitli  his 
command,  and  reported  as  follows  : 

Headquarters  4th  Army  Corp.s, 
Kincannon's  Ferry,  Noeemher  30,  1863 — 5  p.  m. 
General  :  Keached  this  point  at  2  p.  m. ;  roads  hoiTid,  and  marches  difficult 
anij  laborious.  Steamer  (with  flats)  has  just  an'ived.  We  are  crossing  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  I  expect  to  get  everything  over  by  12  m.  to-morrow.  I  have  no 
news  whatever  from  Knoxville  or  elsewhere ;  in  fact  this  country  is  depopulated. 
My  programme  is  as  follows :  to  move  directly  to  Kingston,  cross  the  Tennessee 
river,  and  attack  Longstreet's  right  flank.  1  am  in  hopes  to  rea«h  Kingston  on 
the  3d,  and  be  in  front  of  Knoxville  by  the  5th  or  6tli  at  the  latest.  I  have 
ordered  Spear's  brigade  to  join  me  at  Kingston ;  also  all  the  cavalry  and  troops 
at  that  point  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  warning.  I  have  beeu 
seriously  embarrassed  for  want  of  cavalry,  and  was  fired  into  on  our  arrival  here 
by  the  rebel  cavalry  from  the  opposite  side  of  tlie  Hiawaasee.  Please  inform 
me  if  any  movement  is  being  made  by  our  troops  upon  my  right  flank  above 
Calhoun ;  if  not,  Longstreet  can  easily  cross  the  Tennessee  river,  near  Kuox- 
ville,  and  escape  southward  by  roads  a  short  distance  east  of  the  Cleveland  and 
Dalton  railroad. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  GRANGER, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  George  H.  Thomas. 

The  above  was  answered  as  follows : 

HeADQUARTHRS  DbPARTMKNT  of  the  OuiilBERLA\D, 

Chattanooga,  December  1,  1863 — 5  30  p.  m. 
Major  General  G.  Gkanber,  Commanding  Alh  Army  Corps: 

Yours  of  5  p.  m,  yesterday  received.  General  Sherman  is  on  your  right,  and 
has  orders,  on  uniting  his  forces  with  yours,  to  assume  the  direction  of  affairs. 
Elliott  is  ordered  to  Kingston ;  leii  on  tlie  2Sth.  Colonel  Palmer  is  also  ordei-ed 
with  his  regiment  and  tenth  Ohio  cavalry  direct  to  Kingston ;  leaves  to-day. 
Steamer  Dunbar,  loading  with  150,000  rations  hai'd  bread  and  salt,  and  about 
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ha!f  that  quantity  of  coffee,  sugar,  and  bacon  will  start  to-night  or  in  tlit 
morning.     We  will  endeavor  to  send  you  more  suppliee  by  river. 
Enemy's  main  body  reported  sonth  of  Dalton. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  EETNOLDS, 
Major  Gmeral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


uication  from  my  chief  commisBary  to  my  chief  quarter- 
master at  Nashville  will  illustrate  how  severely  taxed  were  our  means  of  supply 
to  maintain  the  army  in  East  Tennessee : 

HEADQrARTBES  DePARTMEMT  OF  THE  CuMBERLA>'D, 

Chattanooga,  December  />,  1863. 
Colonel  J.  L.  Donaldson,  Chief  Quartermaster,  Nashville: 

We  require,  daily,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  rations  for  this  army, 
including  Sherman's  command.  Have  on  hand  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
rations  salt  meat;  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  rations 
flour  and  bread  ;  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six  rations  coffee  and  tea ;  one  million 
fimr  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  salt ;  we  require,  daily,  about  one  hundred 
aud  seventy  (170)  head  of  cattle. 

A.  PARKER  PORTER. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Chief  Gommissary. 

General  Shei-man's  movement  on  Knoxvilie  caused  the  enemy  to  raise  the 
siege  of  that  place  and  retreat  towards  southwest  Virginia,  when,  there  being  no 
longer  any  necessity  for  retaining  so  large  a  force  in  East  Tennessee,  tLe  column 
commanded  by  Greneral  Sherman  returned  to  Chattanooga,  leaving  General 
Granger's  corps  with  General  Bum  side's  command,  wliieh,  with  other  re-enforc«- 
meuts,  left  ample  force  for  the  protection  of  that  section.  On  the  14th  of  December 
General  Elliott's  cavalry  command  was  added  to  the  forces  in  East  Tennessee, 
and  operated  with  them  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  winter. 

December  17. — The  11th  army  corps,  and  Davis's  division  of  the  14th  corps, 
returned  to  Chattanooga,  the  first  of  which  was  posted  to  protect  the  railroad 
north  of  Lookout  mountain,  and  the  other  went  into  eamp  on  Spring  creek, 
south  of  Mission  ridge.  With  the  return  of  the  above-mentioned  troops  I  had 
control  of  three  corps — the  14th,  11th,  and  13th — to  defend  Chattanooga  and  hold 
open  railroad  communication  with  Nashville,  150  miles  distant.  There  wei-e 
also  small  garrisons  and  detachments  operating  against  the  numerous  guerillas 
infesting  Middle  Tennessee,  of  which  mention  was  made  in  my  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  during  December,  1863,  a  copy  of  which  I  forward 
herewith.  I  had  with  me  at  the  front  two  brigades  of  cavalry — Long's,  posted 
at  the  Hiawassee  river,  and  Watkins's,  stationed  at  Rossville,  from  which  two 
points  a  number  of  scouting  parties  were  sent  out  to  observe  ihe  enemy's  move- 
ments in  the  direction  of  Dalton. 

On  the  25th  of  December  Colonel  Leibold  (second  Missouri)  started  from 
Chattanooga  to  march  to  Knoxville  with  a  large  supply  train  and  a  number  of 
convalescents  belonging  to  the  4th  army  corps.  He  was  attacked  at  Charleston, 
on  the  Hiawassee,  when,  being  re-enforced  by  troops  from  Colonel  Long's  cav- 
alry command,  he  drove  the  enemy  off,  and  Colonel  Long's  men  pursued  them 
as  far  as  an  unfordable  creek,  several  miles  from  where  the  attacTt  was  made. 
The  behavior  of  the  troops  was  most  praiseworthy ;  they  being  in  inferior  num- 
bers to  the  enemy,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  both  commanders  for  the  calm  and 
deliberate  manner  in  which  they  handled  their  commands.  The  following  are 
copies  of  their  reports  of  the  affair  : 
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ATTACK  ON  CALHOUN,  TENaESSEE. 
Headquauters  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division  Cavalry, 

Calhoun,  Tenn.,  December  SS,  1863. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  the  information,  of  the  major  gen- 
eral commaacling  the  department,  report  of  attack  made  thia  a.  m.  upon  this 
place  by -the  rehel  General  Wheeler.  Theattaek  was  made  at  about  10  o'clock 
by  a  force  of  from  twelve  (13)  to  fifteen  (15)  hundred  cavalry  and  mounted 
infantry,  led  by  General  Wheeler  in  pereon.  Brigadier  General  Kelley,  with 
his  brigade,  formed  part  of  this  force.  Their  object  was  evidently  the  capture 
of  the  supply  trains  which  arrived  here  last  evening  under  charge  of  forces  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Leibold. 

Colonel  Leibold  encamped  on  the  Charleston  side  of  the  river,  and  Lis  skir- 
mishers were  at  work  with  the  enemy  before  I  was  apprised  of  their  approach. 
I  immediately  monnted  the  small  command  which  remained  in  camp  not  on  duty, 
(about  150  men,)  moved  across  the  bridge,  and  found  the  infantry  pretty 'sharply 
engaged,  the  enemy  occupying  position  in  the  woods.  The  latter  shortly  after- 
wards gave  way,  and  J  then  started  rapidly  after  them,  Discovering  a  small 
portion  of  their  force  now  cut  off  on  the  right,  I  ordered  a  sabre  charge,  and 
tbllowed  a  retreating  column  of  several  hundreds  which  had  taken  out  the 
Chatata  road  running  up  the  Hiawaaaee. 

Oar  rapid  pursuit  and  vigorous  use  of  the  sabre  completely  demoralized  this 
force,  which  was  thrown  into  great  confusion  and  scattered  in  every  direction  ; 
their  men  throwing  away  large  numbers  of  arms,  accoatrements,  &c.  Several 
of  the  enemy  (number  not  known)  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  we  captured 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  (131)  prison  era,  including  five  (5)  commissioned 
officers.  Drove  the  remainder  till  I  had  arrived  at  a  creek,  which  was  scarcely 
fordable,  and  deemed  it  pmdent  to  follow  no  further.  The  main  rebel  column 
had  fled  out  the  Dalton  road.  I  sent  a  small  force  out  that  road,  who  followed 
some  five  miles,  and  the  enemy  is  still  retreating  towards  Cleveland.  My  own 
loss  is  one  man  seriously  wounded. 

Since  returning  to  my  headquarters  I  have  received  a  despatch  from  the  oiliccr 
commanding  couriers  at  Cleveland.  He  was  attacked  early  this  morning  by  a 
force  of  about  100  men,  and  drove  them  off. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELI  LONG. 
Colonel  Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 
J3rigadier  General  Wm.  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Cu-mberland. 

ACTION  ON  THE  HIAWASSEE. 

Camp  near  Calhoun,  December  28,  1803. 
Sib.;  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  given  the  rebel 
iGenerd  Wheeler  a  sound  thrashing  this  morning.  I  had  succeeded,  in  spite  of 
the  most  abominable  roads,  to  reach  Charleston  on  the  night  of  the  27th ;  and 
this  morning  shortly  after  daylight  I  was  moving  my  train  across  Hiawasseo 
riverferidge,  when  Wheeler's  cavalry,  reported  1,500  strong,  with  four  guns, 
■rthich,  "however,  they  had  no  time  to  bring  into  action,  appeared  in  my  rear.  I 
placed  the  infantry  in  line  of  battle,  then  got  my  train  over  the  bridge  safely, 
and  next  asked  Colonel  Long  to  place  a  regiment  of  cavalry  at  my  disposal. 
These  arrangements  made,  I  charged  with  the  infantry  in  double-quick  on  the 
astonished  rebels  and  routed  them  completely,  when  I  ordered  a  cavalry  chargf ; 
to  give  them  the  finishing  touch.  The  charge  was  made  in  good  style,  but  thr 
number  of  .sur  cavalry  was  insufficient  for  an  effectual  pursuit,  and  so  the  enem 
got  away,  and  was  even  able  to  take  his  guns  along,  which,  with  innumerabl 
prisoners, .must  have  fallen  into  my  hands  could  I  have  made  a  hot  pursuit. 


.Google 


REPORT    OF    MAJOR    QEXEEAL    THOMAS.  179 

I  have  now  with  me,  as  prisonera,  five  commissioned  oiBcers,  among  whom 
the  inspector  general  of  Gfeneral  Kelley's  division;  and  a  surgeon,  and  126  men 
of  different  regiments.  Wheeler  commandecl  in  person,  and  it  was  reported  to 
him,  as  the  prisoners  state,  that  I  had  600  wagons  in  niy  train,  which  he  expected 
to  take  without  great  trouble.  The  casualties  on  my  side  are  as  follows  :  Third 
division,  two  commissioned  officers  wounded,  two  men  killed,  eight  men  wounded, 
one  man  missing ;  second  division,  four  men  wounded. 

The  rebels  lost,  besides  the  number  stated,  several  severely  wounded,  whieli 

I  aid  obliged  to  leave  behind,  and  probably  several  killed.     The  number  of 

small-arms  thrown  away  by  them  is  rather  large,  and  they  will  uodoubtedly  be 

gathered  up  by  Colonel  Long.     I  shall  pursue  my  march  at  daybreak  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEENAED  LEIBOLD, 
ColoTi^l  Second  Infantry,  Missouri  Volunteers. 
Brigadier  General  W.  D.  Whipplb, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report  of  operations  of  my  command  during 
December,  1SG3,  and  January  and  Eebruaiy,  1864: 

Headciuartegs  Department  of  the  Cu.mberland, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  January  I,  1864. 
General:  The  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  army  of  the  Cumber- 
land since  the  date  of  my  last  report  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  major  general 


Decemher  1,  1S63. — General  Hooker  returned  to  Chattanooga  with  Geary's 
division,  12th  corps,  and  Oaterhaua's  division  of  15th  corps ;  Omft's  two  bsigadea 
of  the  first  division,  4th  corps,  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  Ohickamanga  battle- 
ground and  bury  such  of  onr  dead  as  still  remained  unburied  by  the  rebels. 
This  duty  finished  they  were  to  retiim  to  their  former  position  on  the  Nashville 
and  Chattanooga  railroad,  between  Whitesides  and  Bridgeport,  General  Hookei', 
on  evacuating  Einggold,  destroyed  the  railroad  depot  and  other  buildings,  as  well 
as  such  captured  propert/as  could  not  be  removed.  General  Grwiger's  corps 
marched  to  the  relief  of  Knosville,  via  Calhoun,  to  act  in  connexion  with  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  command,  which  was  also  moving  towards  that  place.  Watkins's 
brigade  of  cavahy  stationed  at  Rossville,  supported  by  two  regiments  of  infan- 
try, to  guard  our  south  front.  The  ninety- second  Illinois  mounted  infantry.  Colonel 
S.  D.  Atkins  commanding,  ordei-ed  to  proceed  to  Caperton's  ferry  to  guard  that 
pla''e  and  vicinity.  Brigadier  General  Elliott,  with  the  first  division  of  cavalry, 
was  ordered  to  proceed  from  the  neighborhood  of  Sparta  to  Kingston. 

Decemher  3. — Information  given  by  deserters  from  the  enemy  places  the  rebel 
H.rmy  as  follows :  Cleburne's  division  at  Tunnel  Hill,  and  the  balance  of  ^ragg's 
army  at  Dalton ;  they  also  state  that  the  rebel  army  is  very  much  demoralized, 
;uid  the  men  scattered  from  their  regiments,  and  that  deSertiona  were  numerous. 
Buckuer's  corps  was  not  in  the  battles  in  front  of  Chattanooga,  it  having  gone 
to  the  assistance  of  Longstreet  seven  or  eight  days  previous.  Colonel  Buell, 
fifty-eighth  Indiana  volunteers,  commanding  pioneer  brigade,  commenced  con- 
structing a  donhle-track  wagon  road  over  the  nose  of  Lookout  mountain. 

December  5. — Guerillas  made  their  appearance  in  the  neighborhood  of  Har- 
rison, without  doing  much  damage, however.  A  cavalry  reconnoissance  sentout 
by  Colonel  Watkins  from  Eossville  proceeded  as  far  as  Einggold,  and  returned 
without  having  found  any  signs  of  the  enemy  except  stragglers  and  deserters. 

Decemher  10. — General  Elliott  received  instructions  that,  in  case  he  did  not 
reach  Kingston  in  time  to  join  in  the  pui-snit  of  Longstreet,  he  was  to  take  up  a 
position  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  Hiawassee  river,  pushing  outposts  as  far 
as  possible  to  the  southeast,  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  that 
direction. 
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December  13. — Brigadier  General  &illein  reporta  aa  follows  from  Naahville : 
Just  returned  from  the  Tenneasee  river.  "Work  on  the  Northwestern  raihoad 
progressing.  G-neriJlas  between  the  Cumberlaiid  and  Dnck  rivers  broken  up. 
Perkins  and  Hay  disposed  of — the  former  killed,  and  the  latter  captured. 
Refugees  and  conscripts  from  south  side  of  Tennessee  river  report:  that  f'orrest 
and  Pillow  are  At  Jackson,  West  Tennessee,  with  4,000  men,  about  1,00[)  of 
whom  are  well  organized. 

December  14, — Colonel  Watkias,  -with  detachments  from  the  fourth  and  sixth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  about  250  men,  made  a  teconnoisaance  to  Lafayette,  suv- 
prising  the  town,  and  capturiog  a  colonel  of  tlie  Georgia  home  guards,  sis'  [  6 ) 
ofScers  of  the  rebel  signal- corps,  and  about  thirty  horses  and  mules ;  ouv  loss  none. 

December  15, — A  small  party  of  rebels,  under  Major  Joe.  Foutain,  itoddy's 
adjutant,  was  captured  by  General  Dodge  near  Pulaski. 

They  had  been  on  a  reconnoissance  along  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  rail- 
road, and  the  Nashville  and  Decatur  railroad.  At  one  point  they  bad  tapped  the 
telegraph,  and  taken  off  several  despatches.  Orders  were  then  immediately  sent 
to  General  Slocum,  commanding  lath  corps,  to  be  vigilant  along  his  line.  Gen- 
eral Elliott,  commanding  cavalry,  ordered  to  ratablish  his  headijuarters  at  Athens, 
and  post  pickets  at'Oalhoun,  Columbus,  and  Tellico  Plain. 

Decemher  17. — Howard's  corps  returned  to  Chattanooga  from  Knoxvillc ; 
also  Davia'a  division  of  the  14th  corps.  The  latter  was  posted  along  Spring 
creek,  south  of  Mission  ridge.  The  former  returned  to  its  position  in  Lookout 
valley. 

December  19. — Information  brought  by  scouts  that  the  enemy  are  strengthen- 
ing their  poaition  between  Tnnnel  HOI  and  Daltou.  Also  at  Kesaca,  near  the 
Oostenaula  river,  and  the  Altoona  mountain,  south  of  the  Etowah,  the  last 
named  place  being  a  formidable  poaition. 

December  SO. — General  Crook,  commanding  second  division  of  cavalry, 
ordered  by  General  Grant  to  assemble  his  command  at  Huntsville,  and  move  to 
Prospect,  with  a  view  to  operate  against  Forrest.     Crook  to  be  relieved  in  his 

E resent  poaition  by  troops  from  General  Sherman's  command.  General  W.  S, 
mitjh,  chief  of  cavalry,  military  division  of  the  Missjssippi,  with  the  third,  fiftli, 
and  seventh  Kentucky,  aecond  and  fourth  Tennessee,  and  eighth  Iowa  cavalry 
regiments,  started  for  Savannah,  to  cross  the  Tennessee  river,  and  operate  on  the 
fiank  and  rear  of  Forrest,  and  drive  him  from  West  Tennessee, 

December  S3. — A  party  of  Wheeler's  cavalry,  numbering  about  15,  at  9  p.  m, 
attacked  a  party  of  the  fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  stationed  at  Cleveland,  Our 
loss  one  or  two  captured,  some  revolvers,  sabres,  aud  saddles  lost,  also  some 
overcoats  and  blankets ;  enemy  finally  driven  offi    Eailroad  bridge  at  Chattanooga 


December-  93, — Colonel  Watkics  sent  out  a  scont  of  150  men  from  fourth 
and  sixth  Kentucky  cavalry,  under  command  of  Major  Willing,  of  the  sixih 
Kentncky,  which  proceeded  as  far  as  Lafayette,  Georgia,  capturing  at  that  place 
one  commissioned  rebel  officer  and  sixteen  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates; 
also  ten  citizens,  said  to  be  violent  rebels,  and  38  horses  and  mules, 

Infonnation  from  various  sources  leads  to  the  belief  that  Hardee  is  making  the 
Oostenaula  ilver  hia  front,  defended  by  rifle-pits  and  fortifications ;  also  the 
Etowah  river.  All  deserters  and  scouts  agree  in  their  statements  that  the  rebels 
in  our  front  are  disheartened  and  demoralized.  President  Lincoln's  amnesty 
proclamation  waa  having  a  good  effect  in  encouraging  desertions  from  the  rebels, 
measures  having  been  taken  to  circulate  it  extensively  within  the  enemy's  lines. 

December  2S. — Colonel  Eli  Long,  commanding  second  brigade  second  divi- 
sion cavalry,  reportsaafollowsfromUalboun,  Tennessee:  "  Rebel  Genera!  Wheeler 
attacked  tJiis  place  at  about  10  a,  m,  to-day,  with  a  force  of  from  1,200  to 
1,500  cavalry;  BrigadierGeneralKelly,  with  hia  brigade,  formed  part  of  this  force 
Their  object  was  evidently  the  capture  of  the  supply  train  which  arrived  here 
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last  evening  ia  charge  of  forces  uacler  Colonel  LeiboW.  Colonel  Leibold  was 
encamped  on  the  Charleston  side  of  the  river,  and  Lis  ekirmisbers  were  at  work 
with  the  enemy  before  I  was  apprised  of  their  approach.  I  immediately  moaHt- 
ed  the  small  command  which  remained  ic  camp  not  on  duty,  (about  150  inen,) 
moved  across  the  bridge,  and  found  the  infantry  pretty  sharply  engaged,  the 
enemy  occupying  position  in  the  ivoods.  The  latter  shortly  aftei-wards  gave  way, 
and  I  then  started  rapidly  after  them.  Discovering  a  small  porrion  of  their  force 
510W  cut  off  on  the  right,  I  ordered  a  sabve  charge,  and  followed  a  retreating  column 
of  several  hundred  which  bad  gone  out  oa  the  Cbatata  road,  reuning  up  the  Hia- 
wasaee ;  oar  rapid  pui-sait,  aad  vigoroas  use  of  the  sabre,  completely  demoralized 
this  force,  which  was  thrown  into  great  confasion  and  scattered  in  every  direc- 
tion ;  theirmen  throwing  away  large  nambers  of  arms,  accoatrements,  &c.  Several 
of  the  enemy  {namber  not  known)  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  we  captured 
121  prisoaei'S,  Including  five  commissioned  oificers. 

"  We  di'ove  the  remainder  aiitil  I  had  arrived  at  a  creek  which  was  scarcely 
fordable,  and  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  follow  no  further.  The  main  rebel  force 
fled  out  oa  the  Dalton  road.  I  sent  a  small  force  oat  that  road,  who  followed 
some  five  miles,  and  the  enemy  is  now  still  retreating  toward  Cleveland.  My 
own  loss  is  one  man  serioasly  wounded.  The  courier  station  at  Cleveland  was 
also  attacked  oa  the  morning  of  the  28th  by  a  force  of  about  100,  and  they  drove 
the  rebels  off." 

Also  Ooloael  Beruai-d  Leibold,  (second  Mieouri,)  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
train  and  escort  above  referred  to,  reports  as  follows  from  camp  near  Calhoun: 
"It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  given  the  rebel  G-en- 
eral  Wheeler  a  sound  thrashing  this  morning.  I  had  sacceei^ed,  in  spite  of  the 
most  aboQiiaable  roads,  to  reach  Charleston  on  the  night  of  the  37th ;  aud  this 
morning,  shortly  after  daylight,  I  was  moving  my  train  across  the  Hiawasseo 
river  bridge,  when  Wheeler's  cavalry  (reported  1,500  strong,  with  four  guns, 
which  however  they  had  no  time  to  bring  into  action)  appeared  in  my  rear.  I 
placed  my  infantry  in  line  of  battle,  then  got  my  train  safely  over  the  bridge, 
and  next  asked  Colonel  Long  to  place  a  regiment  of  cavalry  at  my  disposal. 
These  arrangemeats  made,  I  charged  with  the  infantry  ia  double-quick  on  the 
astonished  rebels,  and  routed  them  completely,  when  I  ordered  a  eavahy  chaise 
to  give  tliem  the  finishing  touch.  The  charge  was  made  in  good  style,  hut  the 
number  of  our  cavaliy  was  insufiicient  for  an  effectual  parsait,  aad  so  the  enemy 
got  away,  and  was  even  able  to  take  his  guns  along,  which,  with  innumerable 
prisoners,  mast  have  fallen  into  my  hands  could  I  have  made  a  hot  pursuit.  I 
have  now  with  me  as  prisoners  five  commissioned  ofBcers,  among  whom  the 
inspector  general  of  Kelley's  division  and  a  sargeon,  and  126  men  of  different 
regiments. 

"Wheeler  commanded  in  person ;  and  it  was  reported  to  him,'  as  the  prisoners 
state,  that  I  had  600  wagons  in  my  trjun,  which  he  expected  to  take  without 
great  trouble.  The  casualties  on  my  side  are  as  follows  :  Two  commissioned 
officers  and  twelve  men  wounded,  two  men  killed  and  one  missing.  The  rebels 
lost  several  wounded  and  probably  sevci-al  killed. 

"  The  number  of  small-arms  throwu  away  by  them,  is  rather  large,  and  wiU  un- 
doubtedly be  gathered  ap  by  Colonel  Long.  I  shall  pursue  my  march  at  day 
break  to-morrow." 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  siuce  the  28th  instant, 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  _ 
Major  General  U.  S.  V.,  Commanding. 
Brigadier  General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  8.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Traecopy:  S.  0.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp 
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Headquarters  Dkpartmbnt  op  the  Cumbbbland, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  March  10,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  for  the 
months  of  January  and  February,  1864,  as  follows: 

From  the  Ist  until  as  late  as  the  20th  of  January,  no  movements  of  any  con- 
sequence took  place.  Small  scouting  parties  of  both  cavahy  and  infantry  were 
sent  out  from  time  to  time  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  hut  failed  to 
find  him  in  any  coneiderable  force  in  our  immediate  front. 

Inforroation  gained  through  scouts  and  deserters  placed  Johnston's  army  at 
I>altoQ  and  vicmity,  occupying  the  same  position  he  had  taken  up  after  the 
rebel  army  had  fallen  back  from  Mission  ridge,  November  26, 1863,  and  show- 
ing, as  yet,  no  disposition  to  assume  the  offensive.  Desertions  from  the  enemy 
still  continued  numerons,  averaging  thirty  per  day  ;  nearly  all  of  whom  wishucl 
to  embrace  the  terms  of  the  President's  amnesty  proclamation,  which,  with  Major 
General  Grant's  General  Orders  No,  10,  of  Ilecem.ber  12,  1863,  headquarters 
military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  had  been  freely  circulated  within  the  rebel 
lines  for  some  time  previous. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  General  G.  M.  Dodge,  at  Pulaski  Tennessee,  having 
ascertained  that  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry,  under  Roddy,  was  constructing  flat-boats, 
and  hiding  them  in  Little  Bear  creek.  Spring  creek,  and  Town  creek,  and  also 
that  one  of  Roddy's  regiments  was  foraging  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  he  immediately  informed  General  Grant  of  these  movements  of  tlie  enemy, 
who  directed  me  to  organize  an  expedition  at  once  of  sufficient  force  to  drive 
Roddy  away  from  where  he  was  reported  to  be,  and  to  destroy  all  boats  and 
materials  tliat  miglit  in  any  way  be  used  hy  the  enemy  in  crossing  the  Tennessee 
river.  On  the  22d,  information  was  received  that  Johnson's  and  Mon-ison's 
brigades  of  Roddy's  command  had  crossed  the  Tennessee  somewhere  between 
Florence  and  Clifton,  on  the  18th,  intending  to  make  a  laid  on  our  railroads. 
The  guards  along  the  railroads  were  cautioned  against  an  attack  from  this  party, 
and  measures  were  immediately  taken  to  drive  Koddy  across  the  river.  Ooloael 
H.  0.  Miller,  seventy-second  Indiana,  commanding  one  expeditioa,  reports  from 
Blue-Water,  on  the  26th,  via  Pulaski,  27th,  that  he  engaged  Johnson's  brigade 
near  Florence,  routed  them,  killed  fifteen,  and  wounded  quite  a  number,  taking 
many  prisoners;  among  them  three  commissioned  officers.  Our  loss  was  ten  (10} 
wounded. 

Brigadier  General  Gillem  also  reports  having  sent  out  parties  from  along  the 
line  of  the  Northwestern  railroad,  and  tlieir  having  returned  with  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Brewer,  two  captains,  three  lieutenants,  and  twenty  men  as  prisoners. 

A  party  of  guerillas,  numbering  about  150  men,  attacked  Tracy  City  on  the 
20th,  and,  after  having  tliree  times  summoned  the  garrison  to  surrender,  were 
handsomely  repulsed  by  our  forces. 

Colonel  T.  J.  Harrison,  thirty -ninth  Indiana,  (mounted  infantry,)  reports  from 
Cedar  Grove,  2Ist  instant,  that  he  had  sent  out  an  expedition  of  200  men  to  Sparta, 
to  look  after  the  guerillas  in  that  vicinity.  They  divided  into  five  parties,  con- 
centrating at  Sparta.  Having  parsed  over  the  localities  of  Ourtis's,  Champ 
Ferguson's,  Bledsoe's,  and  Muny's  guerillas,  his  (Harrison's)  force  remained  on 
tlie  Calf  Killer  five  days,  and  during  that  time  killed  four,  (4,)  wounded  five  or 
sis,  and  captured  fifteen,  including  a  captain  and  lieutenant,  thirty  (30)  horses, 
and  twenty  (20)  stand  of  arms. 

The  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  having  been  completed  on  the  14th 
instant,  and  trains  running  from  Nashville  to  this  point,  steps  wore  immediately 
taken  to  commence  repairing  tlie  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  railroad.  The 
iiret  division  of  the  4th  corps.  Major  General  D,  L.  Stanley  commanding,  was 
ordered  on  the  S4th  to  take  up  a  position  north  of  Chattanooga,  between  Chick- 
amauga  depot  and  the  Hiawassee  river,  to   protect  the  repairs  on  the  railroad 
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General  Hooker,  commanding  I  Ith  and  ISth  corps,  was  ordered  to  relieve  Stan- 
ley's division,  thea  stationed  on  the  NasLville  aad  Chattanooga  railroad  be- 
tween Whitesides  and  Bridgeport. 

January  28, — Major  GEenerai  John  M.  Palmer,  commanding  14th  army  corps, 
with  a  portion  of  hia  command,  made  a  reeonuoisauce  towards  the  enemy's  po- 
sition on  Tnnnel  Hill.  He  found  them  still  in  force  at  that  point,  and  the  object 
of  the  movement  having  been  fully  accomplished.  General  Palmer  returned  to 
Chattanooga. 

February  7. — Colonel  W,  B.  Stokes,  fifth  Tennessee  cavalry,  reports  from 
Alexandria,  Tennessee,  that,  in  pursuance  to  orders,  he  had  recently  scouted  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sparta  after  certain  bands  of  guerillas  infesting  that  neighbor- 
hood, and  had  succeeded  in  killing  seventeen  (17)  and  capturing  twelve  (12) 
guerillas,  besides  twenty  (20)  horses  and  mules.  Another  force,  under  Colonel 
O'Conuell,  succeeded  in  killing  twenty-three  (23)  and  capturing  forty  (40)  of 
the  same  gang.  Colonel  Stokes  ascertained  that,  when  concentrated,  the  guer- 
illas in  that  section  of  the  country  will  number  600  men,  finely  mounted.  A 
scout  also  broaght  me  information  of  an  attack  by  Eoddy,  with  a  heavy  force,  upon 
our  troops  stationed  at  Lebanon,  De  Kalb  county,  Alabama,  on  the  30th  instant. 
The  rebels  were  repulsed  and  driven  in  confusion  towards  Gadsden,  when,  learning 
that  Roddy  was  being  re-enforced  by  Wheeler,  our  troops  withdrew  to  Sand 
mountain,  taking  poseasion  of  Saltpetre  cave,  near  Port  Price. 

About  the  10th  instant,  various  reports  having  been  received  that  the  enemy 
under  Johnston  had  weakened  his  force  by  sending  re-enforcements  to  Polk, 
then  opposing  the  advance  of  our  forces  under  General  Sherman,  also  that  he 
had  sent  troops  to  aid  Longatreet,  in  East  Tennessee,  and  it  being  the  desire  of 
the  commanding  genei-al  of  the  military  division  effectually  to  cleai-  out  the 
rebel  army  directly  opposed  to  our  forces  at  Knoxville,  I  received  orders  on  the 
10th  instant  to  prepare  to  start  for  Knoxville  on  the  13th  with  such  force  as 
could  safely  be  spared  from  the  protection  of  Chattanooga  and  its  communica- 
tions, to  co-operate  with  the  army  of  the  Ohio  in  driving  Longstreet  from  East 


The  army  at  this  period  had  been  very  much  weakened  by  the  absence  of 
many  regiments,  who  had  gone  to  their  respective  States  to  reorganize  as  vet- 
eran volunteers,  {a  list  of  which  regiments  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  hereto,) 
so  that  in  making  my  preparations  I  found  but  a  small  force  available.  My 
transportation  was  ia  a  very  poor  condition,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  made 
to  replace  the  animals  lost  hy  starvation,  during  the  close  investment  of  Chatta- 
nooga by  the  enemy,  aad  for  want  of  boraea  scarcely  any  of  the  artillery  could 
be  moved. 

On  the  13th  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  railroad  was  in  running  order 
to  Loudon.  The  same  day,  Matthias's  brigade  of  tJie  15th  corps  (army  of  the 
Tennessee)  arrived  at  Chattanooga  from  Hantsville,  in  pursuance  to  orders  from 
General  Grant,  and  was  immediately  placed  in  position  at  Cleveland,  in  resei-ve. 
On  the  14th  I  received  a  communication  from  General  Grant,  coantermanding 
the  orders  he  had  given  me  on  the  10th  to  proceed  with  a  force  fi-om  my  com- 
mand to  East  Tennessee,  and  stating  that  from  a  conversation  he  had  had  with 
General  Foster,  he  (General  Grant)  was  convinced  that  all  that  could  be  accom- 
plished hy  the  proposed  campaign  would  not  compensate  for  the  hardships  upon 
our  men,  and  iJie  disqualifying  effects  it  would  have  upon  them  and  our  war 
materia]  for  a  spring  campaign.  He  then  went  on  to  aay,  that  as  I  had  been 
preparing  for  a  move,  he  deemed  it  advisable  to  make  one  to  my  immediate 
front,  the  object  being  to  gain  possession  of  Dalton  and  as  far  south  of  that  as 
possible. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  instructions,  everything  being  in  readiness, 
Johnson's  and  Buird's  divisions  moved  out  from  Chattanooga  and  occupied 
Ringgold,  Georgia,  on  the  22d,  taking  up  a  position  on  the  ridge  west  of  East 
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Cbickamauga  creek,  with  two  regiments  of  raonnted  iufaiitry,  (Colotiel  Boone's 
28Eh  Kentucky  and  Colonel  Harrison's  39tli  Indiana,  on  the  east  aide  of  the 
ereek,)  the  former  on  the  right  flank  and  the  latter  on  the  left.  Carlin'a  brigade 
of  Johnson's  division  was  stationed  ahout  midway  between  the  main  line  and 
Taylor's  ridge. 

Graft's  division  of  the  fourth  coi-ps  moved  on  the  22d  from  Blue  Springs, 
near  Cleveland,  to  Red  clay.  Long's  brigade  of  cavaliy  eo-operated  with  Cruft's 
column,  Long's  inatructiooa  being  to  establish  communication  with  Ci'nft  at 
Eed  Clay,  and  then  puah  on  as  far  as  possible  towards  Dalton,  on  the  Spring 
Place  road,  observing  well  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  so  as  to  give  timely 
waraing  of  any  attempt  to  turn  Crufi's  left  flank,  and  should  the  enemy  retire, 
to  notify  Oruft,  so  that  the  latter  might  advance  from  Red  C!ay.  During  the 
evening  of  the  22d  Gfeneral  Palmer  notified  me,  from  Einggold,  that  he  had 
reliable  infoi-mation  that  Johnston  had  despatched  Cheatham's  and  Cleburne's 
divisions  to  the  relief  of  Polk  in  Alabama,  who  was  falling  back  before  General 
Sherman's  column.  On  the  23d  Davis's  division  of  the  14th  corps  closed  op 
on  the  balance  of  General  Palmer's  command  at  Ringgold.  Brigadier  General 
Mathiaa,  commanding  a  brigade  of  the  15th  corps  stationed  at  Cleveland  in 
reserve,  was  directed  to  eead  six  regiments  from  his  command  to  re-enforce 
General  Cruft  at  Red  Clay.  Colonel  Iiong,  having  established  communication 
with  Cruft  the  evening  before,  advanced  with  his  brigade  of  cavalry  along  the 
Spring  Place  road,  driving  in  the  enemy's  videttes,  when  within  four  miles  of 
Dalton,  attacking  a  regiment  of  rebel  infantry  which  was  encamped  one  mile 
fceyond,  driving  them  from  their  camp  aod  capturing  some  prisonei-s.  Tlie 
enemy  then  formed,  and  Long  withdrew  his  command  to  Rnsaell's  milts,  four 
miles  east  of  Vai-neli's  atation,  on  the  Cleveland  and  Dalton  railroad,  and  encamped 
there  for  the  night.  Cruft,  by  ioatnictions  from  General  Palmer,  took  position 
on  the  23d  at  Lee's  house,  situated  at  the  cross-roads  on  tho  road  leading  from 
Rod  Clay  to  Tunnel  hill.  The  command  being  at  this  time  well  concentrated 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ringgold,  and  having  reconnoitred  thoroughly  on  both  flanks. 
General  Palmer  advanced  to  feel  the  enemy  in  his  position  at  Tunnel  Hill,  skir- 
mished with  him  three  or  four  milea,  and,  finally,  drove  him  from  his  position 
entirely,  to  a  point  about  one  mile  beyond  Tunnel  Hill,  where  he  formed  lino 
and  opened  on  us  with  hia  batteries.  The  main  force  then  withdrew  and  went 
into  camp  about  three  miles  northwest  of  Tunnel  HiU,  and  on  (the  morning  of 
the  24lh  the  line  stood  as  follows ;  Baird's  division  south  of  Taylor's  ridge, 
near  Ringgold,  with  Cruft's  division  closed  well  on  hia  left,  Johnson's  and 
Davia'a  division  in  advance,  towards  Tunnel  Hill,  with  Boone's  and  Harrison's 
tegimentfl  of  mounted  infantry,  (tbts  former  on  the  left,}  and  Harrison's  men  lead- 
ing the  advance  towards  Tunnel  HiU,  Loag's  brigade  of  cavalry  at  Varnell'a 
station,  on  the  Cleveland  and  Dalton  radroad,  supported  by  Gross's  brigade  of 
Crutl's  division.  An  advance  was  then  made  in  three  columns.  Afier  the  right 
and  left  columns  had  moved  out  some  distance,  the  centre,  with  the  mounted 
infantry  in  advance,  pushed  forward  and  met  with  a  fire  at  long  range  from  a 
battery  of  Parrott  guns,  the  enemy's  practice  being  excellent  and  succeeding 
in  cheeking  the  column.  The  right  and  left  columns  were  then  set  in  motion 
and  succeeded  ia  flanking  the  enemy's  battery,  forcing  it  to  retire.  Davis's 
division  of  the  lilii  corps  was  started  in  pursuit,  and  on  the  25th  came  up  with 
a  heavy  force  of  rebels  at  Buazard's  roost,  a  pass  through  what  is  called  Rocky- 
face  ridge,  which,  as  ita  name  would  suggest,  ia  very  precipitous  and  ia  a  very 
strong  position.  Johnson's  division  of  the  14th  corps  was  advanced  to  the 
support  of  Davia;  Baird's  division  of  the  14th  corps  started  from  Tunnel  Hill,  at 
daylight  on  the  morning  oftheSStb,  to  join  Greneral  Cruft,  at  Lee's  house,  on  the 
road  leading  to  Red  Clay,  with  instructions  to  move,  in  conjunction  with  Cruft 
and  Long's  cavalry,  down  the  eastern  side  of  Rocky-face  ridge,  and  endeavor 
to  force  the  enemy  out  of  his  position  iu  the  pass  by  threatening  his  right  and 
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rear,  wliile  Davia,  siipported  by  Jolmaon,  attacked  him  in  front.  lu  the 
meantime,  Harrison'a  regiment  of  mounted  infantry  (thivty-ninth  Indiana) 
occupied  a  gap  in  Rocky-face  ridge,  sis  miles  south  of  Buzzard's  roost  and 
nearly  opposite  to  Dalton,  his  instructions  heing  to  hold  it  as  long  as  pos- 
sible. Baird  and  Cruft  found  the  enemy  east  of  the  ridge  in  heavy  force  and 
very  strongly  posted,  skirmished  heavily  with  him  until  nightfall,  when  both 
divisions  were  withdrawn,  ascertaining  before  leaving  that  the  enemy  was  in 
much  stronger  force  than  was  supposed,  and  that  in  consequence  of  late  move- 
meats  on  our  part  he  had  been  obliged  to  order  back  to  Dalton  the  re-enforce- 
menta  he  had  sent  to  relieve  Polk  in  Alabama,  as  Cleburne  division  (one  of 
those  Reported  to  have  gone  south)  attacked  Colonel  HaiTison'a  mounted  infantry 
command  at  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  S6th,  and  forced  him  to  retire  from 
the  gap.  Being  convinced  that  the  rebel  ai-my  at  Dalton  largely  outnumbered 
the  strength  of  the  four  divisions  I  had  opposed  to  it,  and  the  movement  against 
Johnston  being  a  complete  success,  insomuch  as  it  caiised  the  recalling  of 
re-eufoi-cements  sent  to  oppose  Ceneral  Sherman's  expedition  against  Meridian 
I  concluded  to  withdraw  my  troops  to  the  positions  they  had  occupied  previous 
to  the  reconaoissance. 

Baird'e  division  was  to  fall  back  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  to  Lee's  farm, 
and  on  the  26th  take  position  on  a  line  of  hills  about  a  mile  north  of  the 
toivn  of  Tunnel  Hill,  to  cover  the  retirement  of  Johnson's  and  Davis's  divisions 
from  Euzzai-d's  roost;  Davis  being  ordered  to  take  post  at  his  old  camp  in 
I'ront  of  Rosaville,  leaving  one  brigade  to  support  Baird,  (ordered  to  take  post 
at  Kinggold,)  until  General  Baird  had  sufficient  time  to  establish  his  picket 
lines.  Johnson  was  ordered  to  take  post  at  Tyner's  station  with  two  brigades 
of  his  command,  sending  one  biigade  to  Graysville,  and  placing  a  strong  guard 
in  Parker's  gap,  northeast  [of  Ring^ld,  to  protect  Baird's  left  flaak.  Craft 
was  ordered  to  take  up  his  old  position  at  Ottawah,  and  at  Blue  springs, 
(near  Cleveland,)  Bending  a  depot  guard  to  protect  hia  supplies  at  Cleveland. 
Long's  brigade  of  cavalry  ordered  to  take  post  at  Cleveland,  and  keep  the  left 
tiank  well  patrolled.  Colonel  Harrison,  commanding  39th  Indiana  mounted 
infantry,  with  the  28th  Kentucky,  (mounted  infantry,)  Colonel  W.  P.  Boone, 
commaiidiDg,  was  posted  at  Leet's  tan-yard,  with  instructions  to  patrol  the 
country  in  the  direction  of  Lafayette,  and  to  picket  strongly  all  the  roads 
leading  from  Leet's  in  the  direction  of  Lafayette,  Kesaca,  and  Dalton.  In 
accordance  with  these  instructions,  Johnson  withdrew  on  the  night  of  the  26th 
to  Catoosa  platform,  Davis,  Baird,  and  Harrison  to  Ringgold,  and  on  the  27th 
they  all  took  up  the  positions  indicated  above.  Cruft  and  Long's  cavalry  also 
fell  back  to  Catoosa  platform,  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  and  thence  took  up  the 
positions  assigned  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  consolidated  report  of  casualties  ; 
also  the  repoit  of  Colonel  Eli  Long,  commanding  2d  brigade  2d  division  of  cav^ 
airy,  and  a  statement  of  a  refugee  from  Dalton,  showing  how  matters  stood  at 
that  place  during  the  late  reconnoisance.  The  monthly  retui-ns,  for  Janaary 
and  February,  of  Colonel  J.  G-.  Parkhurst,  ninth  Michigan  veteran  volunteers, 
(infantry,)  provost  marshal  general,  and  that  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  P.  Por- 
ter, chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  giving  the  average  daily  issue  of  rations  to 
destitute  citizens  during  the  above  named  months. 

The  following  named  regiments,  &c.,  have  reorganized  as  veteran  volunteers 
since  the  Slat  December,  1863,  viz  : 

Infantry. — 3d  Minnesota,  58th  New  York,  68th  New  York.  45th  New  York, 
10th  Illinoia,  59th  Illinois,  36th  Illinois,  51st  Illinoia,  44th  Illinois,  42d  Illinois, 
82d  Ohio,  55th  Ohio,  21st  Ohio,  17th  Ohio,  74th  Ohio,  26th  Ohio,  41st  Ohio, 
19th  Ohio,  Slst  Ohio,  33d  Ohio,  61st  Ohio.  64th  Ohio,  15th  Ohio,  49th  Ohio, 
13lh  Ohio,  71st  Ohio.  65th  Ohio,  40th  Ohio,  5th  Connecticut,  30th  Indiana, 
44th  Indiana,  31st  Indiana,  42d  Indiana,  28d  Indiana,  33d  Indiana,  57th  Ind- 
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iana,  51st  Indiana,  5Sth  Indiana,  40t!i  Indiana,  73d  Pennsylvania.  109th  Penn- 
Bylvania,  46tli  Pennsylvania,  77tli  Pennsylvania,  aist  Kentucky,  4th  Kentucky, 
18th  Keutucky,  SSd  Kentucky,  3d  Maryland,  13th  Wisconsin,  13th  Michigan, 
15th  Missouri,  8th  Kansas. 

Mounted  mfantry. — 17th  Indiana,  14th  Michigan. 

GnvalTy. — 4th  Kentucky,  6th  Kentucky,  3d  Kentucky,  7th  Pennsylvania, 
5th  Iowa,  Ist  Ohio,  4th  Ohio,  3d  Ohio. 

Artillery. — 5th  Wisconain  battery  ;  2d  Illinois,  battery  H ;  3d  Illinois,  bat- 
tery I;  1st  Oliio,  battery  0 ;  lat  Ohio,  battery  P;  1st  Ohio,  batteiy  B;  Ist 
Ohio,  battery  G ;  12th  independent  battery ;  13th  New  York  independent  bat- 
tery ;  lat  Michigan,  battery  E  ;  13th  Indiana  battery. 

DetachmenU. — 5  companies,  2d  MasBachusetts  ;  company  I,  37th  Indiana ; 
47  men,  37th  Indiana;  56  men,  lOih  Indiana;  6  companies,  27th  Indiana;  67 
men,  15th  Iudiaua;'7  companies,  5th  Ohio ;  company  F,  7th  Ohio  ;  uompany 
D,  24th  Ohio ;  6S  men,  18th  Ohio  ;  41  men,  69th  Ohio  ;  company  I,  a7th  Illi- 
nois; 90  men,  27th  Illinois;  34  men,  a2d  Illinois;  company  0,  21st  Illinois  j 
company  D,  10th  Maine ;  64  men,  battery  I ;  64  men,  battery  M ;  1st  New 
York  artilleiy ;  40  men.  battery  0  ;  1st  Illinois ;  48  men,  battery  F ;  4th  Uni- 
ted States  artillery ;  52  men,  battery  K ;  5th  United  States  artillery  ;  41  men, 
9th  Ohio,  independent ;  85  men,  1st  Michigan  engineers ;  84  men,  Ist  Missonii 
engineers. 

Recapitulation. — 52  regiments  of  infantry,  2  regiments  monnted  infantry,  8 
regiments  of  cavalry,  11  batteries  of  artillery,  24  detachments. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  _ 
Major  General  U.  S.  V.,  Com/mwnAing. 

Brigadier  General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

True  copy : 

S.  q,  KELLOG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide- di:- Camp. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  correspondence,  illustrating  the 
position  in  East  Tennessee  : 

TBy  telegl'aph  from  Wartraee,  Januaiy  1,  1864.  ] 

I  received  the  following,  which  I  report  for  your  information : 

"  PuLASKF,  Decemher  29. 
"  Major  General  Grant  : 

"  We  captured  a  mail  to-day  from  Bragg's  army.  The  letters  all  speak  of 
going  intJ>  winter  quarters  at  Dalton,  Resaca,  and  Kome ;  also  appointment  of 
J.  E.  Johnston  to  command  of  that  army.  The  Chattanooga  Rebel,  of  20th, 
aunonncea  his  appointment  and  states  he  would  take  command  the  next  week. 

"G.  m.  dodge. 

Brigadier  General." 
E.  S.  PARKER. 
Aiduant  Adjutant  General, 
Major  General  Thomas. 

[By  telKgraph  from  Knosvillc,  Jamiarj  1,  18G4.] 
To  Major  General  Thomas  : 

I  arrived  here  yesterday  morning.  Send  forward  all  the  supplies  for  Gen- 
eral Foster  with  ns  little  delay  as  poasible,  and  clothing  particularly.    Keep 
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1  oa  the  riverbetweenCtickaniaugaaTicltlieHiawafiaee,  to  prevent 


U.  8.  GRANT,  Major  General 
[By  telegraph  fram  Strawberry  Plains,  Januarys,  1664. j 
To  Major  General  Thomas,  Chattanooga,  Term.: 

Send  forward  clothing  for  thia  command  as  fast  as  it  arrives  at  Chattanooga, 
or  if  you  have  clothing  on  hand  that  can.poseihly  he  spared,  send  it  forward, 
and  deduct  the  same  amount  from  that  coming  forward  for  forces  here.  The 
troops  here  are  badly  off  for  clothing,  and  before  making  much  advance  must 

GRANT,  Majm-  General. 
[Telegram.] 
Headquahters  Department  of  tub  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  5,  1864. 
JJajor  General  Grant,  Knoxville,  Tenn.t 

Despatch  of  3d  received.  Orders  have  already  been  given  to  despatch  cloth- 
ing as  fast  as  it  ariives.  If  eontractora  can  be  relied  on,  the  railroad  will  be 
completed  to  Chattanooga  by  the  middle  of  next  week.  I  can  then  put  more 
boats  on  the  liver  between  here  and  Knoxville.  Colonel  Donaldson  telegraphs 
me  that  he  has  sent  a  large  quantity  of  subsistence  stores  to  Cai-thage  for  Fos- 
ter, and  is  ready  to  send  stores  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big  South  fork.  He  asks 
orders  ;  will  you  give  them  to  him  ? 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  CominandAg-. 
[Tdogram,] 
HEADdUARTEBS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  OOJIBERLAND, 

Chattanooga,  January  8,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

I  have  just  seen  Colonel  McCallura,  superintendent  of  military  railroads  in 
Virginia.  He  tells  me  he  haa  engaged  twelve  hundred  men  to  come  to  this 
department  to  work  on  the  railroads,  hut  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Anderson,  military 
director  of  railroads  in  this  department,  tells  him  he  does  not  want  them.  Know- 
ing that  their  services  are  needed  badly,  I  have  requested  Colonel  McCallum 
to  send  for  them  and  set  them  to  work  on  the  Northwestern  raOroad,  and  when 
that  is  completed  to  send  them  here  to  repair  the  raiJrdad  from  this  place  to 
Knosville.  Unless  we  have  these  roads  put  in  order  very  soon  we  shall  faih 
I  have  refrained  heretofore  from  giving  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  present 
system,  but  wc  have  been  on  the  verge  of  failure  long  enough,  aud  now  that 
there  appears  to  be  a  chance  of  getting  the  roads  in  condition,  I  cannot  afford 
to  lose  it. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Majoi  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  9,  1864. 
Major  General  Poster,  Knoxville  : 

Tour  telegi-am  regarding  small  rations  received.  Will  do  all  I  can  to  help 
you  out,  but  you  mast  remember  that  I  have  but  five  small  steamboats  to  bring 
supplies  for  my  troops  from  Bridgeport  to  this  place.  We  have  to  stint  ourselves 
to  send  you  what  we  do.  When  the  railroad  is  completed  1  will  have  more 
boats  for  the  upper  part  of  the  river. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 
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Heabuvarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  11,  1S64. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Wasldngton  : 

The  necessity  for  promptly  putting  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad 
in  efficient  running  order,  particularly  since  there  are  so  many  demands  made 
upon  it  from  Knoxville,  is  so  urgent,  and  the  present  condition  of  this  road, 
with  its  management,  is  so  lamentable,  that  I  urgently  request  that  Colonel 
McCallum  may  be  called  to  Washington  to  explain  fully  Che  whole  aituation 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and,  if  necessary,  take  orders  to  place  the  road  in  an 
e£B.cieiit  condition. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

[Telegram,] 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  14,  18*34. 
Major  General  Grant,  Nashville  : 

I  am  assared  hy  the  engineer  of  the  Running  Water  hridge  that  the  road 
will  he  completed  to  this  place  to-day  by  2  p.  m.  Day  before  yesterday  I 
telegraphed  Colonel  Donaldson  to  have  trains  loaded  for  this  place  and  started 
from  Nashville  yesterday.  We  are  to-day  entirely  out  of  forage  and  short  of 
rations  the  result  of  endeavoring  to  supply  General  Foster  and  oursekes  by  steam- 
boat. Now  that  the  rdlroad  is  finished,  Mr.  Anderson  should  be  required  -to 
have  as  many  trains  ninning  as  can  be  put  on  the  i-oad.  So  far,  instead  of  getting 
ahead,  our  supplies  ai'e  decreasing.  With  the  railroad  operated  to  its  full  capacity 
we  certainly  ought  to  accum.n!ate  suppUes  here  and  be  able  to  give  two  or  three 
steamboats  to  Foster.     I  will  write  you  at  length  to-day. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General. 
Headqi-tarters  Departme^jt  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  13,  1864. 
General  :  Tour  letter  of  the  8th  instant  is  before  me.  From  the  condition 
of  our  supplies  here  I  do  not  know  how  you  can  be  supplied  from  this  place 
with  anything  like  half  rations.  It  takes  all  the  means  we  have  to  supply  the 
troops  here.  The  railroad  management  is  entirely  unequal  to  the  emergeneyi 
and  as  that  management  is  not  under  my  control,  I  cannot  say  how  we  shall 
succeed  afler  the  road  is  opened  to  this  point.  All  I  can  do  is  to  promise  you 
all  the  aid  I  can  give  after  supplying  ouv  absolute  necessities  hei-e.  My  animals 
are  dying  from  stai-vation,  too.  And  seeing  this  inevitable  state  of  affairs,  I 
have  concluded  to  starve  with  them  nntil  we  can  better-their  condition  as  well 
as  our  own.  My  only  hope  is  that  we  can  stand  it  longer  than  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly  yom-s, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
Major  Genera]  J.  G.  Fosteh, 

Commanding  Department  of  Ohio. 
Official : 

S,  C.  KELLOGG, 
'Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
Knoxville,  January  15,  1864, 
General  George  H.  Thomas  : 

It  is  reported  that  the  Dunbar  is  aground  on  Wliite  shoals,  about  thirty  miles 
below  Kingston,  and  it  may  be  that  the  Paint  Rock  is  stopping  to  aid  her,  as 
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elie  has  not  yet  arrived  at  Loudon.  I  fear  the  pilots  of  these  boats  are  not 
expert ;  if  ao,  good  pilots  can  he  obtained  from  Colonel  Byi-d'a  command  at 
Kingatoa.  My  neceaaities  are  bo  great  that  I  am  forced  to  distribute  my  army 
to  foi-^e,  and  abandon  for  the  present  all  idea  of  active  operations.  Many 
thanks  for  yonr  kind  efforta  in  my  behalf. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

LTelegram.] 
Headquarters  Department  op  tub  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  15,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
Major  Genera!  Grant  : 

The  railroad  is  now  completed  to  this  place  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  getting 
some  forage  here.  I  would  therefore  like  to  have  Elliot's  cavalry,  now  in  East 
Tennessee,  moved  down  to  Cliarleaton,  on  the  Hiawassee,  where  he  can  procure 
some  forage,  and  with  what  he  can  get  from  here  his  horeea  can  be  kept  in 
condition  to  demonstrate  on  the  enemy's  position  at  Daltou  and  completely 
occupy  hia  attention.  As  soon  as  Granger'a  command  can  be  sent  back  other 
movements  can  be  made  to  withdraw  the  enemy's  attention  from  operations 
from  the  direction  of  Memphis  or  Vickshurg,  should  you  contemplate  making 
any  from  either. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Majo7-  General  United  States   Volunteers. 

[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  January  16 — 12.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

Longstreet  is  said  to  be  marching  towards  Knoxville.  Enemy  re-enforced 
ty  one  division  from  Ewell's  corps,  with  another  expected.  1  have  advised 
Foster  to  keep  hia  force  between  Longstreet  and  you.  Should  he  be  forced 
back  aouth  of  the  Tenneasee  it  may  become  neceasary  for  you  to  re-enforce 
him  from  your  command.  In  that  case  I  would  fill  the  place  by  toops  taken 
from  Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman's  command.  Send  Foster  all  the  pro- 
visions you  can.     The  q^uostion  of  provisions  alone  may  decide  the  fate  of  East 


Major  Genera!  GEANT. 


[Tolegram.] 


Headquarters  Defahtment  of  the  Cumbi-diila?jd, 

Chattanooga,  January  16,  1864. 
Major  General  Grakt: 

Your  despatch  of  12  m.  to-day  received.  .Will  send  all  the  provisions  I  can 
possibly  spare  without  starving  my  own  men.  Will  inciease  uumber  of  boats 
as  Boon  aa  railroad  ia  in  full  operation.  Have  given  directions  about  repairing 
the  Hiawasaee  and  Loudon  bridges. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  Umted  States  Volunteers. 

HEADUUAUTEnS  DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  CUMBERLAND, 

Chattanooga,  January  18,  1864. 
Major  Geneva!  Foster,  Knoxville  : 

The  Dunbar  has  been  back  four  or  five  days.  The  Lookout  is  now  up  river, 
and  I  will  send  you  the  Chattanooga  and  Kingston,     They  are  now  on  the  way 
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i  to  he  repaired  as  rapidly  as  posBible.   Work 


[By  telegrapb  from  Washiuglon,  Januaiy  ]8,  1864 — S.JiO  p.  m.] 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

In  fie  absence  of  Major  General  Grant  you  will  please  give  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  situation  of  Major  General  Foster's  array,  in  Bast  Tennessee,  and 
give  him  all  tie  aid  he  may  req^uire  and  you  may  be  able  to  render.  The  line 
of  Knoxville  and  Cumberland  gap  must  be  maiutained  at  all  hazards.  Oommu- 
nicate  freely  with  Major  General  Foster  and  give  me  euch  information  as  may 
be  important.  It  is  reported,  from  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  that  no  ti'oops  have 
left  Lee  recently  to  re-enforce  Longstreet. 

Major  General  HALLEOK. 

HEAntirARTEES  Department  of  thb  Cumberland, 

Cliattanooga,  January  18,  1864. 
Sir:  The  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  being  now  completed  to  this 
place  it  is  desirable  to  work  the  road  to  its  full  capacity,  not  only  to  accumulate 
supplies  here  for  a  depot  from  which  this  army  is  to  be  supplied  ia  itB  advance 
further  south,  but  also  to  supply  the  army  of  the  Ohio  now  concentrated  near 
Knoxville,  Bast  Tennessee.  To  supply  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  ac- 
cumulate a  supply  in  tliis  place,  will  require  at  least  thirty-six  trains.  To  enp- 
ply  the  army  of  the  Ohio  at  Knoxville  will  require  twenty -four  additional  trains, 
and  thirty-six  trains  will  be  required  to  follow  up  this  army  when  the  spring 
campaign  commences.  In  your  letter-  of  appointment  the  Secretary  of  War  au- 
thorizes you  to  maliesuch  purchases  and  arrangements  as  are  necessary  ts  place  the 
railroad  ia  a  thoroughly  efficient  condition.  I  therefore  hope,  if  you  have  not 
already  done  ao,  that  you  will  take  immediate  steps  to  provide  the  rolling-stock 
necessary  to  operate  the  three  above-mentioned  roads  to  the  gi-eatest  advantage. 
Ton  will  please  inform  me,  as  early  as  practicable,  what  number  of  locomotives 
and  freight  ears  you  now  have  on  hand,  and  what  number  have  been  contracted 
for,  as  well  as  what  meaus  you  have  at  command  for  manufacturings  and  repair- 
ing freight  cars. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  Genfial  United  Slates  Vohtrttcers, 
J.  B.  Anderson,  Esq.,  Military  Manager. 

KXOXVILLB,  January  20,  1864 — 12  m. 
Major  General  Grant  : 

No  evidence  has  reached  me  to  prove  that  either  Ewell  or  A.  P.  Hiil  have  re- 
enforced  Longstreet,  although  scouts  and  deserters  report  troops  from  botli  corps. 
1  am  not  convinced  that  he  has  received  anything  but  the  third  division  of  his 
corps.  I  am  doubtful  of  his  intention  to  attack  us  here.  He  will  certainly  meet 
with  a  defeat  if  he  does.  I  am  now  moving  cavaliy  up  the  south  side  of  the 
French  Broad  to  secure  the  forage  grounds  in  that  section.  As  soon  as  the  in- 
fantry can  retire  from  Strawbei-ry  PUins,  after  first  taking  down  the  bridge  and 
sending  the  material  here  to  be  used  in  the  bridge  at  this  place,  I  shall  send  the 
4th  and  23d  coi-ps  to  forage  up  the  French  Broad,  retaining  the  9th  corps  as 
garrison  at  tliii  place,  Lenoir,  and  Loudon. 

J.  G.  FOSTEE. 
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Kashville,  January  20,  1864 — 12  m. 
Major  General  ThomaS; 

JIajor  Genera]  Foster  telegi-aphs  that  he  is  being  forced  back  from  DanbridM. 
towards  Knosville.  General  Morgan  is  also  said  to  be  advancing  from  towarae 
Goaeral  Johnston's  army.  If  Foster  should  be  besieged  it  wilt  be  necessary 
for  yon  to  send  a  force  from  Chattanooga  to  his  relief.  They  can  subsist  on  the 
country  as  far  as  the  Hiawassee  in  such  a  contingency,  and  send  forward  to 
Loudon,  by  steamboat,  all  the  supplies  possible. 

Major  General  GRANT. 

[By  telegraph  from  Enos-rille,  Jaoaaiy  24,  1864—11  a.  m.] 
General  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  Chattartooga  : 

The  enemy  has  retired  and  I  am  now  putting  the  tired  troops  in  cantonment, 
where  they  may  rest  a  little  before  ibe  spring  campaign.  The  4th  corps  is 
ordered  to  hold  Kingston,  Loudon,  aod  half  of  the  railroad  line  to  this  pla«e, 
with  a  brigade  at  Maiysville  to  collect  supplies.  Sheridan's  division  is  at  Loa- 
don,  where  he  will  push  the  work  on  the  railroad  bridge  with  a  view  to  the  open- 
ing of  that  line  to  Chattanooga.  The  bridge  will  be  completed  in  thirty  daya 
if  no  interruption  occurs.  Please  to  honor  any  requisition  for  tools,  nails,  spikes, 
&c.,  which  Sheridan  may  send  to  yon,  to  save  time.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to 
put  the  lower  portion  of  the  road  in  running  order  and  to  rebuild  the  bridge  at 
Hiawassee  by  the  time  the  briilge  at  Loudon  is  completed. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

nEADQUARTBBS  DSPARTMBNT  OF  THE  OOMBBBLAND, 

Chattanooga,  January  27,  1864. 
Jlajoi-  General  J,  G,  Foster,  KnoxvilU: 

The  enemy  is  evidently  retiring  from  my  front.  Please  report  what  he  ia  do- 
ing in  front  of  you  1 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  Hiaies  Volunteers. 

Hbadquakters  Department  of  the  Comberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  27,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington: 

Colonel  Boone,  with  aforoeof  450  men,  twenty-eighth  Kentucky  mounted  in- 
fantry and  fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  left  Rossville,  January  21st,  moved  through 
Maclemore's  cove,  crossed  Lookout  mountain  into  Broomtown  valley;  thence 
across  Taylor's,  ridge  to  eight  miles  beyond  Dirttown  towards  Dalton;  attacked 
camp  of  home  guards.  Colonel  Culburtson  commanding,  routed  them,  destroying 
camp,  considerable  number  of  arms  and  other  property,  and  returned  to  camp 
witliout  any  casualties  in  his  force.  Friday,  S3d  January,  sent  flag- of- truce, 
under  Colonel  Burke,  tenth  Ohio  infantry,  with  rebel  surgeons  and  a  proposition 
to  exchange  our  wounded  at  Atlanta  for  rebel  wounded  here-  Messenger  fi'om 
Colonel  Burke  returned  for  rations  Monday  morning,  January  25,  having  left 
the  party  the  day  before,  ten  miles  below  Lafayette,  still  going  forward,  not 
having  met  any  rebel  pickets.  I  shall  send  an  ezpeditiou  towards  Dalton  to- 
morrow and  ascertain  if  the  rebels  have  fallen  back  from  there  as  reported. 
Despatch  from  Colonel  H.  0.  Miller,  seventy- second  Indiana,  commanding  di- 
vision, Blue  Water,  26th,  ijjoi  Pulaski,  27tb,  says.  "Johnson's  brigade  of  Roddy's 
command  crossed  Tennessee  river  at  Baiiibridge,  three  miles  above,  and  New- 
port ferry,  six  miles  below  Florence,  intending  to  make  a  junction  with  a  brigade 
of  infantry  who  were  expected  to  cross  the  river  at  Lamb's  alid  Brown's  ferries ; 
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thence  proceed  to  Athene  and  capture  our  forces  there.  "We  engaged  them  near 
FJerence,  routed  them,  killing  fifteen,  wounding  quite  a  nnmber,  and  takiDg  them 
prisonera — among  them  three  commissioned  officers.  Oar  loss  ten  wounded. 
Prisonera  report  Corinth  evacuated  and  hurned." 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General   U.  S.  Volunteers,  Cmnmanding. 

[By  tolegraph  fram  St.  Louis,  Jairaarj  28,  1864.} 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

General  Hallecic  telegraphs  that  one  brigade  left  Ewell'a  coips  on  the  17th, 
and  one  on  the  20th,  to  re-enforce  Longstreet  or  Joe  Johoaton-.  If  the  former, 
the  moves  indicated  before  Ileft  should  commence  as  sooa  as  possible.  Tele- 
graph any  infoiiaation  you  have  and  what  you  are  doing. 

Major  Genei-al  GRANT. 

[By  telegraph  from  Headqnartari 

Major  General  Grant,  iS(,  Louts,  Mo.: 

Your  despatch  38th,  10.30  received.  General  Stanley's  division  is  now  between 
Chiekamauga  and  Hiawassee.  Colonel  McOallum  is  at  KnoxviJle,  looking  into 
the  condition  of  the  railroad,  which  I  will  push  forwai-d  as  I'apidJy  aa  possible. 
I  have  just  made  a  demonstration  towaid  Dalton  and  find  affairs  unchanged,  ex- 
cept the  brigades  ivbich  are  suftposed  to  have  gone  to  Mobile.  I  will  push 
matters  forward  as  fast  as  possible. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S,  Volunteers,  Gominandliig. 

\iij  tnlcgraph  from  Knoxville,  January  30,  1864—7  a.  m.] 
General  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  Cliattanooga  ; 

Telegram  received.  The  enemy  have  crossed  the  French  Broad  river,  in 
some  force,  below  Dandridge.  Geueral  Sturgis,  whose  cavalry  gained  decided 
victory  over  the  enemy's  cavalry  oo  the  SSth,  is  now  obliged  to  retire  towavds 
Marysville.  McCook's  division  behaved  veiy  haudsoraely  on  the  SSth,  and 
a  sabre  charge,  capturing  two  steel  rifle  guna  and 


-i  pris. 


J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[By  telegraph  from  Knosrillp,  January  31,  ISG-l— 2  p.  m.J 

General  Geo.  H.  Thohias,  Chattanooga  : 

I  am  preparing  to  take  the  offensive.  To  do  this  with  effect,  in  the  face  of 
Longatreet's  re-enforcements,  will  require  at  least  ten  thousand  infantry  from 
you.  In  addition,  that  you  place  working  gangs  on  the  road  to  the  Hiawassee 
biidge,  so  as  to  iucreaae  our  anppiies,  which  may  be  boated  over  the  Tennessee 
at  Loudon,  and  afterwards  sent  bj  rail  to  this  place.  I  also  require  a  pontoon 
train  of  twelve  hundred  feet  length.  Colonel  Babeock  will  come  down  in  the 
first  boat  to  attend  to  this.  The  cavalry  from  Atlanta  is  reported  to  be  moving 
into  East  Teanessee  through  North  Carolina.  Seveit  regiments  started  on  the 
13th  instaat.  Please  telegraph  what  is  the  extent  of  the  assistance  you  can 
give  mc.  I  have  on  hand  over  a  million  rations  of  meat,  but  no  bread  or  bread- 
stufl's.     I'feiau  load  the  boats  with  all  the  bread  you  can  spare  from  forward. 

J.  G.  EOSTEii, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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f  Bj-McgraphfromHeaaq^UM-lers  Depart  meat  of  Cuniberlnii(),Cli!itlaiioogit,Febrimiy],]86^.] 
Brigadier  General  J.  A.  Eawlijjgs,  Naskville'j 

Tlie  latest  information  I  have  is  that  the  rebels  haye  two  regiments  of  cavalry, 
four  regiments  of  infantry,  aad  three  guns  at  or  near  Tunnel  Hill;  one  divisioa 
between  Tannel  Hill  and  Ualton;  three  brigades  and  some  other  tmops  between 
Dalton  and  Tilton.  Sis  pieces,  (new)  artillery  just  arrived  at  Dalton  were 
being  trained  on  the  28tb.  No  other  artilleiy  tliei-e.  Eighteen  thousand 
(18,000)  rations  are  issued  for  all  the  troops  at  Dalton,  Tunnel  Hill,  and  Tilton. 
Four  divisions  have  been  sent  down  the  railroad  to  Mobile,  Alabama,  and 
Rome,  Georgia.  The  pickets  extend  twelve  miles  north  of  Dalton,  in  directibn 
•of  Ohavleston.  There  are  no  troops  east  of  Dalton.  Governor  Erown  has 
oi-dered  all  families  dependent  on  the  government  for  support  to  move  south  of 
the  Etowah  river. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  CommaiiAmg. 

[By  telegiaiili  from  KasLvillc,  Fohruai'y  6,  1864—2,30  p,  ra.] 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

Reports  of  scouts  make  it  evident  that  Joe  Johnston  has  removed  most  of  his 
force  from  your  front.  Two  divisions  going  to  Longstreet.  Longstreet  has 
been  re-enforced  by  troops  from  the  east.  This  makes  it  evident  the  enemy 
intends  to  secure  East  Tennessee  if  they  can,  and  I  intend  to  ddve  them  out 
or  get  whipped,  this  month.  For  this  purpose  you  will  have  to  detach  at  least 
ten  thousand  men  besides  Stanley's  division,  (more  will  be  better.)  I  can 
partly  relieve  the  vacuum  at  Chattanooga  by  troops  from  Logan's  command. 
It  will  not  be  necessary  to  take  artillery  or  wagons  to  Knoxville,  but  all  tbe 
serviceable  artillery  horses  should  be  taken  to  use  on  artillery  there.  Sis  mules 
to  each  two  hundred  men  should  also  be  taken,  if  you  have  them  to  spare.  Let 
lini  know  how  soon  yon  can  start. 

Major  General  GRANT. 

[liy  telegraph  from  HeadqiiartersDepai'tmeut  of  CcinibeL'land,Chattanooga,rebrnai7  8, 1B()4.] 

Major  General  Gra?jt,  NanJimlle: 

Your  despatch  of  2  p.  m..  Eebraary  6,  wm  received  that  evening,  but  only 
so  much  of  it  could  be  translated  as  to  make  me  understand  that  I  am  expected 
to  detach  from  my  command  ten  thousand  men,  in  addition  to  Stanley's  division, 
and  to  report  when  I  can  start.  I  can  start  a  portion  of  the  additional  troops 
day  after  to-morrow,  but  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  be  fed,  in  an  exhansted 
country,  until  the  raih-oad  is  completed  to  London.  I  am  in  hopes  of  getting 
the  railroad  completed  and  in  operation  to  Loudon  by  Thursday  next.  These 
ten  thousand  should  be  replaced,  by  troops  from  Logaa's  command,  immediately, 
else  the  enemy  might  take  advant^;e  of  my  move  towards  Knoxville,  and  attack 
and  capture  this  place.  It  will  require  aa  entire  division  to  hold  the  railroad 
secure  from  here  to  Loudon. 

GEO.  H,  THOMAS,  Majm-  Gmeral. 

[By  felegrapli  from  CliSbttaiiooga,  Eebraary  10,  18^4,] 

Major  General  Grant,  Nashville : 

The  engineer  reports  that  he  will  have  the  railroad  finished  to  Loudon  on 
Friday  next.  As  they  are  very  much  in  need  of  supplies  at  Knoxville,  I  think 
it  will  be  best  to  allow  time  for  an  aecumulatiott  there,  before  the  troops  from 
luire  move  up.  I  will  try  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  place  by  pla.ci_ng  a 
division  of  General  Logan's  corps  at  Ohickamauga  station,  and  Davis's  division 
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in  front  of  Cleveland,  to  cover  tlie  railroad,  taking  witb  me  Stanley's,  Jolinson's, 
and  Baird's  divisions.  Will  you  order  the  division  of  Logan  to  move  to  tliis 
place  as  soon  as  possible  1 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volmitecrs. 

[iSy  telegiaiih  from  Naahyiile,  retruaiy  10,  18S4.] 
Major  (jenei-al  Thomas  : 

Prepare  to  start  for  Knosville  on  Saturday.  I  will  order  Logan  to  send,  (o 
Chattanooga  all  the  troops  lie  can,  aod  still  hold  his  line  of  the  road.  The 
atimbei'  will  prohahly  be  abont  5,000  men.  One  division  of  yoiir  command  will 
have  to  move  out  to  hold  the  road  to  the  Hiawassee. 

Major  General  GllAKT. 

fHy  telegraph,  from  Nasliville,  ITebraary  12,  1864.] 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

Conversation  with  Major  General  Foator  has  niidecided  me  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  contemplated  move  against  Longstreet.  Schofield  telegraphs  the  eamu 
views.  I  will  take  the  matter  into  consideration  during  the  day,  after  further 
talk  with  Foster,  and  give  you  the  conclusion  arrived  at.  If  decided  that  you 
do  not  go  I  will  instruct  Schofield  to  let  Granger  send  off  his  veterans  at  once. 

Should  you  not  be  required  to  go  into  East  Tennessee,  couldyou  not  make  a 
formidable  reconnoisaance   towards  Dalton,  and  if  successful  in  driving  the 
enemy  out,  occupy  that  place,  and  complete  the  railroad  up  to  it  this  winter? 
Major  General  GRANT. 

[ISy  telegraph  from  Chattajiooga,  Febiuary  12,  1864,] 
Major  General  Ghaxt,  NasJimlle: 

I  think  an  attack  on  Dalton  would  be  successful  if  you  will  let  me  have  the 
division  of  Logan's  during  the  movement. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 
M.ajor  General  United  States  Yolunteers. 

[Uj  telegraph  from  Chatlauoogii,  February  J  5,  1864.] 
Major  General  Grant,  NashviHe: 

■  Your  etuamnnieation  of  the  13th,  by  General  Elliot,  was  received  yesterday 
Seven  regiments  of  Logan's  force  have  arrived.  General  Matthias  reports  thai 
the  remainder  will  reach  hero  to-morrow.  My  plan  was  to  place  Matthias  ii 
reserve,  itear  Cleveland,  and  march  with  Stanley's  division,  supported  by  twc 
brigades  of  Matthias's,  on  the  road  from  Cleveland  to  Dalton,  and,  with  the  14tl 
army  corps,  take  the  direct  road  from  here  to  Dalton,  covering  my  advance  aiic 
right  flank  with  cavalry.  I  have  thought  of  the  route  you  suggest,  but  iini: 
upon  inquiry  that  the  roads  across  the  monutaina  are  so  difficult  that  they  cat 
hardly  be  considered  practicable  at  this  season  of  the  year.  I  have  been  con 
aiderably  embarrassed  by  having  Generals  Stanley  and  Davis  summoned  befon 
the  McCook  court  of  inquiry,  just  at  this  time ;  but  if  it  continues  to  rain  througl 
the  day,  as  it  did  alt  night,  I  think  nothiag  will  be  gained  by  starting  juat.yet 
In  uie  mean  time,  Stanley  and  Davia  can  get  back  by  Wednesday.  Shoiik 
the  weatlier  clear' up,  however,  I  will  not  wait.  I  intend  to  relieve  aa  much  o 
the  cavalry  at  Calhoun  as  I  can  with  infantry,  and  send  it  (the  cavalry)  toward 
Dalton,  via  Spring  Place,  in  cooperation  with  Stanley'a  force. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  Com/ntanding. 
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[iSy  telejfrapb.  from  Chattanoogn,  iVinniiry  IC,  T.^GI.J 
Major  Generitl  Grant,  Nashville  : 

I  have  just  received  a  telegram  frora  General  Schofield,  dated  Febniaiy  14, 
iitating  that  he  had  reliahle  information  that  Longstreet  had  advanced  to  Straw- 
berry plains,  and  had  brought  up  pontoon  boats.  Schofield  thought  that  he 
might  intend  to  make  a  cavalry  raid  to  cut  hia  commnnication  with  Loudon,  or 
that  he  might  advance  to  attack  Knoxville,  and  asks  me  to  send  him  re-enforce- 
ments  as  early  as  practicable.  What  shall  I  do  ?  If  re-enforcemeuta  are  sent 
to  Knoxville  they  will  be  detained  there  for  the  wintei',  and  cannot  make  an  ad- 
vance on  Longatreet  until  the  Loudon  and  Strawheny  plains  bridges  are  rebuilt. 
It  will  also  become  necessaiy  to  give  up  any  demonstration  against  Dalton. 
But  if  Schofield  can  hold  KnosvilJc  the  demoaetration  on  Dalton  can  be  made, 
and  I  hope  with  success.  Captain  Gay,  just  from  Knoxville,  and  gone  to  Naah- 
vilie,  does  not  mention  such  reports. 

GEO.  ir.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

[By  tulegrnpli  from  Nii^kvillp,  February  17,  1304.] 

\tajor  General  Teiomas  ; 

Loiigstreet  cannot  afford  to  place  hia  force  between  Knoxville  and  the  Ten- 
nessee. If  he  does,  it  will  then  be  time  to  move  against  him.  The  work  of  a 
raid  on  the  road  can  soon  be  repaired,  if  it  cannot  be  prevented.  Make  your 
contemplated  move  as  soon  as  possible. 

Major  General  GRANT. 

[By  tfllegmpVi  from  Chattaaoogst,  February  19,  1664,] 
,\'ajor  General  Ghant,  Nashville,  Tennessee : 

Assistant  Surgeon  Jacob  Miller,  sixth  Missouri  volunteer  infantiy,  arrived 
Jiere  yesterday  from  Dalton.  He  was  captured  at  Lebanon,  Alabama,  when 
({■enera!  Logan  sent  out  an  expedition  towards  Some.  He  reports  Cleburne's 
divisiou  at  Tunnel  Hill ;  Stewart's  division  between  Tunnel  Hill  and  Dalton  ; 
Walker  two  miles  out  from  Dalton,  towards  Spring  Place ;  Cheatham  at  Dalton, 
and  Stevenson's  and  Bate's  divisions  to  the  west  of  Dalton  two  miles.  He  saw 
all  of  the  camps,  and  estimates  their  force  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand. 
He  moreover  states  that  no  troops  have  been  sent  away  except  one  brigade  of 
infantry,  wliich  went  to  Rome  about  the  first  of  this  month, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  Slates  Volunteers. 

[By  telegraph  from  Timnel  Hill,  Febrtiary  96,  1864—71  a.  m.] 
Major  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Nashville  : 

I  arrived  here  last  night.  Davis  and  Johnson  occupy  the  pass  at  Buzzard's 
roost.  They  have  a  force  equal  to  theirs  in  their  front,  who  outnumber  them  in 
.■jrtillery.  It  is  not  possible  to  carry  this  place  by  assault.  Geaeral  Palmer 
made  the  attempt  to  turn  yesterday,  with  Bird's  and  Craft's  divisions,  bat  was 
met  by  an  equal  force,  exclusive  of  their  cavalry,  and  in  an  equally  strong  posi- 
tion as  at  Buzzard's  roost.  After  expending  nearly  all  of  his  ammunition  he 
retii-ed  during  the  night  to  Catoosa  platform.  Our  transportation  is  poor  and 
limited ;  we  are  not  able  to  carry  more  than  sixty  rounds  per  man.  Artillery 
horses  so  poor  that  Palmer  could  bring  but  sixteen  pieces.  The  country  is 
stripped  entirely  of  subsistence  and  forage.     The  enemy's  cavalry  is  much  supp- 
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rior  to  onrs.  Prisoners  taken  yestc-rdaj'  report  that  a  portion  uf  Cldiurnt's 
division  has  returned.  I  will  await  the  development  of  this  day,  and  advise 
you  fiirtbei-. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  JMited  States  Voh/ntcer-i. 

[Bj  telegrapli  from  KashvUle,  Febrnary  27,  1864.] 
Major  General  Gko.  H.  Thomas  : 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  enemy  should  be  held  in  full  helief 
that  an  advance  into  the  heart  of  the  south  is  intended,  until  the  fate  of  General 
Sherman  is  fully  known.  The  difficulties  of  supplies  can  be  overcome  by  keep- 
ing youi  trains  running  between  Chattanooga  and  yonr  position.  Take  the  depot 
trains  at  Chattanooga,  yours  and  General  Howard's  wagons;  these  can  bo 
replaced  temporarily  by  yours  returning.  Veterans  are  returning  daily.  This 
will  enable  you  to  draw  re-enforcements  constantly  to  your  front.  Can  General 
Schofield  not  also  take  a  division  from  Howard's  corps  ?  It  is  intended  to  send 
Granger  to  yon  the  moment  Schofield  is  thought  to  be  safe  without  him. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major   GencmL 

[lly  teiegiuph  Aom  Kasliyjlle,  fi^bniajj  27—1!  p.  m.  ] 
Brigadier  General  Whipplf,  Chwf  of  Staff: 

Infonnation  has  reached  Washington  that  orders  have  been  given  for  John- 
ston's army  to  fall  back.  General  Thomas  should  watch  any  such  movemiint 
and  follow  it  up  closely.  Can't  you  draw  teams  from  Bridgeport  and  Stcveiisnn 
to  send  supplies  to  the  front  ?  They  have  teams  in  great  numlers  at  .those 
places.  EveVy  energy  should  be  exerted  to  get  supplies  and  re-enforcemenle 
forward.  Troops  will  leave  here  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  thousand  a  day  for 
the  front.     JJany  of  them  go  to  Chattanooga. 

U.  8.  GRANT, 

Major  General. 

[ISy  telograpli  from  Chattnuooga,  Ftbiuarj-  27,  3804—10]].  m,] 
Mnjor  General  Grant,  Nashville  : 

i'our  two  despatches  of  this  date  received.  I  have  just  returned  from  thi^ 
front.  My  troops,  after  ceaseless  labor  under  the  greatest  embaraspment  for  want 
iit  transportation,  reached  within  three  miles  of  Dalton,  where  they  were  received 
by  the  enemy  strongly  posted,  and  in  force  fully  equal  to  mj  own  iu  infantry. 
His  arfillery  and  cavalry  was  not  only  in  better  condition,  {as  regards  horses,) 
but  was  at  least  two  to  our  one  in  pieces  and  men.  We  found  the  country  en- 
entirely  stripped  of  cvei-ything  like  forage,  and  our  mules  being  in  such  pom 
condition  that  double  the  number  of  teams  we  now  have  could  not  supply  the 
troops.  I  thought  it  best  to  come  back  to  Einggold,  and,  if  workmen  can  bi 
found  by  Colonel  MeCallum,  to  go  to  work  deluiei'ately  to  repair  the  railroac 
and  advance  as  it  progresses.  The  present  condition  of  the  i-oads  is  not  good 
and  one  day's  rain  would  render  the  part  across  C hie kamauga  bottom  impassabli 
fov  loaded  wagons.  So  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  repair  the  railroac 
to  supply  the  troops  at  Ringgold,  The  fact  of  working  on  the  road  would  hoh 
Johnston  at  Dalton,  unless  he  intended  to  leave  under  any  cireumstances 
Howard's  teams,  and  the  depot  teams  at  this  place  and  Bridgeport,  ai'e  in  w 
better  condition  than  those  helongiag  to  the  divisions,  all  being  composed  of  sucl 
mules  as  we  have  been  able  to  keep  up  after  a  fashion  during  the  winter.  John 
ston  has  no  idea  of  leaving  Dalton  until  compelled  ;  and  having  a  force  greate 
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thau  what  I  now  have  under  my  immediate  command,  I  cannot  drive  bim  from 
rliat  place. 

■  If  Longstroet  haa  retired,  wliy  can  I  not  get  Granger's  two  divisions  and  my 
first  eavalry  divisinn  back.  TlJe  little  cavahy  I  had  on  the  expedition  is  com- 
pletely worn  down  from  constant  work  and  for  irant  of  forage. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  Stales  Volunteers. 

[By  telenrapli  I'rom  NashvIUc,  Febniaiy  Sf*,  18G1.] 
Major  General  Thomas,  Gliaftanooga : 

General  Schofield  was  notified,  as  soon  as  it  was  reported  that  Longstreet  waS 
leaving  East  Tennessee,  to  retarn  Granger's  corps  the  monieut  it  was  known  t" 
he  safe  to  do  so.  With  the  limited  command  now  left  to  Schofield,  you  wilh 
with  Granger  returned,  have  to  hold  to  Loudon.  Sead  Logan's  troops  back  at 
the  earliest  moment  you  can  dispense  with  them.  Notify  me  when  they  start- 
U.  S,  GRANT,  Major  General. 

[Hy  tclegrapli  fcora  Cltattaaooga,  Fobniary  3f,  ISfi'l — 8.4S  p.  iii,] 
Major  General  Gordon  Granger,  Loudon  : 

-As  sooa  as  tlie  services  of  yo«r  command  can  be  dispensed  with  by  Geueral 
Schofield  concentrate  it  in  the  vicinity  of  Cleveland,  placing  a  sufficient  number 
of  troops  on  the  Hiawassce  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  that  stream  tfl  raid 
on  the  railroad  between  Calhoun  and  London.  I  wish  the  whole  of  McCook's 
division  of  cavalry  to  be  concentrated  as  near  Cleveland  as  possible  that  he  may 
he  foraged  easily,  and  that  I  may  have  his  full  services  in  observing  our  fi-ont 
in  the  direction  of  Dalton.  I  wish  these  dispositions  to  bo  made  as  soon  as  you 
are  notified  that  your  services  in  East  Tennessee  can  be.  dispensed  with.  "When 
so  informed  make  your  headquarters  at  Cleveland,  posting  your  infantry  and 
artillery  between  that  place  and  Dalton,  so  as  to  effectually  guard  the  depot  of 
supplies  at  Cleveland.     Inform  me  as  soon  as  you  are  relieved. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  Stales  Volunteers . 

[]!j-  telegi'iipli  from  ChatlEiuooga,  February  38,  1864.] 
."^fajor  General  Grant,  NasJivUle  : 

General  Butterfield,  by  ray  direction,  has  recently  examined  the  line  betweea 
here  and  Nashville,  and  reports  that  he  thinks  six  thousand  men  will  be  sufficient 
to  guard  that  line,  two  regiments  of  which  force  should  be  cavalry.  From  what  I 
know  of  the  road  between  Nashville  and  Decatur,  two  thousand  iufaati'y  and 
tivo  thousand  cavalry  will  be  sufficient  to  protect  that  line.  One  thousand  in- 
fantry will  he  sufficient  to  protect  the  line  from  Athena  to  Stevenson.  Probably 
hotli  lines  of  communication  can  be  gnarded  by  six  thousand  infantry  and  Ijwo 
thousand  cavalry,  a  great  portion  of  which  should  be  made  up  from  the  local 
militia  o£  Tennessee,  or  ti-oops  organized  especially  for  the  preservation  of  order 
in  the  State. 

I  believe  if  I  can  commence  the  campaign  with  the  14th  and  4th  corps  in 
front,  with  Howard's  corps  in  reserve,  that  1  can  move  along  the  liae  of  the 
vailroad  and  overcome  ail  opposition  as  far,  at  least,  as  Atlanta.  I  shotild  want 
a  strong  division  of  cavaliy  in  advance.  As  soon  as  Captain  Merrill  returns  from 
liis  reconnoissunce  along  the  Kulroad  lines,  I  can  give  you  a  definite  estimate  of 
rhe  number  of  troops  required  to  gnai'd  the  bridges  along  the  i-oad. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Vohntea>-s. 
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The  above  proposition  was  submitted  to  General  Grant  for  his  approval,  aud 
if  obtained  it  wae  my  iatention  (having  acquiied  by  the  reconnoissanee  of  Feb- 
ruary 23d,  34th,  and  25th,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  approaches  direct  upon 
Daltou,  from  Ringgold  and  Cleveland,}  to  have  made  a  strong  demonstration 
against  Buzzard'a  roost,  attracting  Johnaton's  whole  attention  to  tliat  point,  and 
to  have  thrown  the  main  body  of  my  infantry  and  cavalry  through  Snake  Creek 
gap  upon  his  communieatious,  which  I  had  ascertained  from  scouts  he  had,  up 
to  that  time,  neglected  to  observe  or  guard.  With  this  view  I  had  previously 
asked  for  the  return  to  me  of  Granger's  coi-ps  and  my  cavalry  from  East  Ten- 
nessee, aud  had  already  initiated  preparations  for  the  execution  of  the  above 
movement  as  soon  as  the  spring  opened  sufficiently  to  admit  of  it.  See  the 
following  telegrams  in  illustration  ; 

CiiATTA.xoooA,  Fehruary  28,  18G4. 
Major  General  Geant,  Nashville; 

I  Lave  caused  a  thorough  examination  of  the  railroad  between  this  and  Tunnol 
Hill  to  be  made.  The  officer  reports  that  with  four  hundred  of  Colonel  McCal- 
lum's  constrviction  corps  the  road  can  be  pot  in  complete  running  order  Jn  six 
weeks  from  the  time  they  commence.  General  Baird  is  now  at  Binggold,  and 
the  whole  of  the  road  in  his  rear  is  protected,  so  this  party  can  commence  work 
immediately.  The  road  from  Cleveland  to  Dalton  can  be  finished  in  a  week, 
provided  we  can  get  the  necessarj'  rails, 

Major  General  TliOUAH. 

OitATTANOOGA,  Fehfitar'ij  ^D,  1864. 
3Iajor  General  Gram'  : 

I  have  given  orders  for  General  Matthias  to  i-ejoin  hia  command.  He  will 
start  to-morrow.  Haa  Glenera]  Schofield  been  directed  to  relieve  Granger  and 
JSlcCook  and  send  them  to  me  )  I  ■wish  to  place  Granger's  troops  in  front  of 
Cleveland,  protecting  the  road  from  there  to  Loudon ;  one  or  two  regiments  of 
McCook's  cavalry  at  Calhoun,  to  prevent  any  flaak  movement  of  the  enemy 
from  Dalton  in  that  direction.  The  balance  of  his  troops  to  cover  aud  observe 
our  front.  I  have  been  making  arrangements  to-day  to  commence  the  recon- 
struction of  the  railroad  between  this  aud  Dalton. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Vohmteas,  Commanding. 

Nashville,  February  29,  1864, 
Major  Genei-al  Thomas  : 

I  have  not  heard  from  Sehofield  since  the  26th.  He  was  directed  to  relieve 
Granger  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  Longstreet  had  gone  beyond  striking 
distance.  Telegraph  Sehofield  what  orders  to  give  Granger  when  relieved. 
McOook's  cavalry,  I  expect,  is  now  fai-  up  the  Holston. 

U.  S.  GEAKT,  Major  General. 

LOL'DON,  MarcJi  1,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

Your  despatch  of  the  SSth  has  been  received  by  me.  My  forces  will  be 
concentrated  as  you  direct  ai  soon  as  relieved  by  General  Sehofield. 

GOEDON  GRAKGER, 

Major  General 

Chattanooga,  Marcit  1,  1864. 
Major  General  Grant  : 

1*3^1  will  have  four  hundred  meu  at  work  on  the  railroad  between  here  aud 
I  to-moiTOW.     The  reconnoissanee  towards  Dalton  demonstrated  that 


>y  Go  Ogle 


REPORT    OF    MAJOR    GENERAL    THOMAS.  399 

the  enemy  was  still  there  ia  force.  I  have  since  heard  from  dilFererit  sources 
(all  confirmatory)  that  Johnston  Lad  i-eceived  orders  to  retire  behind  the  Etowah 
and  send  re-enftircements  to  Selma  or  Mobile.  One  informant,  B****,  reports 
that  some  of  the  tvoopS  had  already  started,  bat  that  onr  demonstration  has 
brought  them  back.  He  is  now  in  Dalton  and  will  report  to  me  immediately 
any  changes  Johnston  mates.  I  liave  signified  to  General  Schofield  my  will- 
ingness to  transfer  to  him  all  the  East  Tennessee  troops  under  my  command 
if  he  will  release  the  4th  corps  and  McOook's  division  of  cavalry.  1  am  entirely 
crippled  for  want  of  cavairy.  I  am  pushing  forward  the  works  for  the  defences 
of  the  railroad  between  this  and  Nashville  ;  wlien  they  aro  completed  I  am  in 
hopes  1  can  oi-der  to  the  front  Hijwai'd'a  entire  corps,  and  perhaps  a  pai-t  of 
Slocum's.  «  '■■  *  «  *  »  *  * 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Mdjor  General  United  Stales  Volunteers. 

Nashyflle,  March  2 — 1S.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  ThojiaS  : 

I  have  directed  Gfeneral  Scliofield  to  send  the  cavahy  you  ask  for,  if  possible. 
The  cavalry  with  Smith  hiive  returned  to  Memphis  and  may  be  looked  for  ia 
your  department  soon. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Major  General 

Nashville,  March  4,  1864—10  a.  m. 
Major  General  Gbobge  H.  Thomas  ;  . 

You  will  have  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy  closely  in  front.  Bhoiild 
Longstreet  join  Johnston  they  will  likely  attack  your  advance.  At  present 
most  nf  Longstreet's  force  is  up  Holsion  valley,  I  will  direct  Schofield  to  keep 
you  advised  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  GKANT,  MajorGeneral. 

Chattanoooa,  March  4 — 12  p.  m. 
Major  General  Grant,  Nasliville,  Tennessee  : 

Tour  two  deepatehes  of  this  date  are  just  received.  The  information  that  I 
get  from  the  fi-'ont  to-day  is  that  Johnston's  infantry,  (about  30,000  strong,)  still 
remains  in  Dalton,  and,  as.  yet,  no  changes  have  been  made  in  his  transportation ; 
that  is,  his  transportation  being  sent  to  the  rear,  before  the  reeounoissance  from 
this  post  was  made,  has  not  returned  to  Dalton.  Deserters  say  it  was  under- 
stood in  the  army  that  they  would  fall  back,  and  that  the  movements  had  com- 
menced already,  but  the  troops  were  all  ordered  back,  Johnston  supposing  we  had 
advanced  against  Dalton  in  fall  force.  Not  having  brought  back  his  transporta- 
tion makes  me  believe  he  will  fall  back  yet,  but  I  am  nevertheless  taking  every 
prccautionto  get  the  earliest  information  shonld  he  advance  against  me.  None 
of  Longstreet's  troops  have  joined  him  as  yet. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

Knoxville,  Marclt,  5—13.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  George  H.  Thomas  : 

General  Carter  has  just  informed  me  of  your  return  to  Chattanooga.  Is  it 
not  practicable  to  commence  operations  against  Longstreet?  My  possession  of 
the  railroad  bndge  at  Strawberry  Plains  removes,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the 
diificulty  of  advancing  at  this  season.  I  hope  to  have  the  bridge  completed 
within  ten  (10)  days.  My  troops  have  been  as  far  as  Russelville  and  found 
the  road  uninjured.  Do  not  think  Longstreet  has  sent  any  infantry  to  Georgia. 
He  seems  to  be  movingslowly  towards  Vii^uia.  If  you  can  help  me  to  drive  Long- 
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street  out  I  will  then  be  able  to  help  you.  It  does  not  aeeni  probable  that  w& 
will  have  troops  enough  foi-  both  operations  at  once.  Please  give  me  your 
viewa  on  this  subject. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 

Ohattanooca,  March  5,  18R4 — U  p.  ni, 
Major  General  Schofiblu,  Knoxville  ; 

I  have  just  received  reliable  infonnation  that  Johnston  has  been  re-enforced 
by  ten  thousand  men  from  South  Caroltoa,  and  by  Eoddy,  and  that  he  contem- 
plates making  an  offensive  movement  in  this  direction.  Can  you  spjiro  Gran- 
ger's corps  and  the  cavalry  ?  If  so,  please  direct  them  to  concentrate  at  Cleve- 
land, leaving  a  brigade  of  infantry  arid  battery  at  Calhoun  to  guard  the  rail- 
road at  that  place. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  Geseeral  United  Slates  Volnnlecrs. 

Chattanooga,  Marc7i  5,  1864. 
Major  General  John  M.  Schofield,  Enoxmlh: 

It  has  been  reported  to  Major  General  Thomas  to-day,  and  also  two  days 
since,  that  the  enemy  were  heavily  re-eoforcing  at  Dalton.  General  Grant 
thinks  it  is  not  improbable  that  he  may  advance  against  us  here.  In  that  case 
we  shall  need  the  4th  corps,  and  wish  you  to  hold  it  in  readiness  to  send,  if  it 
be  needed.     Cannot  send  yoit  any  assistance  while  this  contingency  is  hanging 

WILLIAM  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Brigadier  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Knoxville,  March  6,  1S64— 9  a.  m. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Commanding: 

I  have  no  immediate  use  for  Granger's  corps,  and  will  order  it  to  Cleveland 
if  you  so  direct.  If  Longstreet  returns  I  will  be  unable  to  hold  the  railroad 
bridge  at  Strawberry  Plains,  and  all  my  work  there  will  be  lost.  I  could  not 
even  hold  this  place  more  than  a  few  days  without  Granger's  troops.  I  must  ■ 
leave  it  for  you  to  judge  whether,  under  these  circumstances,  I  can  spare  these 
troops. 

J.  M.  SOHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 

CHATTAA'otiGA,  Marcli  6,  1SS4— 12  m. 
Major  General  Schofield,  Kin>xviUe: 

I  do  not  wish  to  withdraw  Granger's  corps  unless  there  be  an  absolute  neces- 
sity for  it,  but  there  is  a  great  necessity  for  cavalry  in  my  front.  Can  you 
spare  McOook'e  command  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  veiy  little  danger  to 
your  communications  between  Calhoun  and  Loudon  if  the  crossings  of  the  Hia- 
wasaee,  at  Calhoun  and  Columbus  ai-e  well  guarded.  Please  consider  what 
arrangement  you  can  make  with  a  view  of  sending  me  the  cavalry,  and  let  me 
know  as  soon  as  possible. 

GEOEGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

Knoxville,  March  6,  1864—5  p.  m. 
Major  Genoi-al  G.  H.  Tho-HAS  : 

I  will  send  you  McOook'a  command  at  once.  I  understand  he  has  but  six 
brigades  left.     The  others  were  ordered  to  report  to  you  several  days  ago.     I 
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will  send  a  small  force  of  cavalry  to  take  McCook's  place.  If  your  cavalry  cover 
tlie  approaches  from  the  sonthoast,  very  little  cavaliy  will  be  neceaaary  between 
the  Little  Tenaesaea  and  the  HiawaBseo.  It  will  take  two  or  three  daya  for  tho 
force  I  send  to  reach  McOook'a  position.  Meanwhile  let  him  direct  his  move- 
menta  so  as  to  protect  the  raih-oad  from  the  east  and  aoiitheaat.  There  is  no 
present  danger  from  tbe  northeast. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELU, 

Major  General. 

CiiATTANOOGA,  March  15,  1S64. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Gra.\t,  KaihviUc : 

My  troops  occupy  essentially  the  same  position  aa  when  I  telegraphed  last- 
Information  regarding  the  enemy  locates  Hardee's  eorpa  on  the  road  from  Dalton 
to  Cleveland,  and  Hindman's  corps  on  the  railroad  between  Dalton  and  Tunnel 
Hill.  His  cavalry  is  at  Tunnel  Hill  and  on  the  Lafayette  road.  I  am  still  very 
cleiicient  in  the  latter  arm  and  artillei-y  horses,  notwithstanding  all  the  exertions  of 
myself  and  Colonel  Donaldson.  The  railroad  will  be  finished  to  Kin^old  by 
tlio  end  of  this  week, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 

Major  General  U.  S.  Vo/s. 

Nashville,  March  17,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas: 

[Ggneral  Orders,  No.  i.] 
In  pursuance  of  the  following  order  of  the  President ; 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washingim,  D.  C,  MarcJi,  1864. 
Under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress  to  revive  the  gra,de  of  lieutenant 
jieneral  in  the  United  States  army,  approved  February  29,  1864,  Lieutenant 
General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  United  Statea  army,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

I  assume  command  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  headquarters  in  the 
field,  and  nnti!  further  orders  wOl  be  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  There 
will  be  an  office,  headquarters  in  Washington,  to  which  all  commufiications  will 
be  sent  except  those  from  tlie  army  where  headquarters  are  at  the  date  of  tboir 


U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 

Nashville,  Marclt  17,  ISCl. 
Sfojoi-  General  Tkohas  : 

Jlajor  General  Sherman  has  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  this  military 
divipioa,  and  having  arrived  at  Nashville  this  evening,  hereafter  all  ofBcial  eoni- 
municationa  will  be  addressed  to  him. 


Shortly  after  hia  assigniaent  to  the  command  of  the  military  division  of  the 
^lississippi,  General  Sherman  came  to  see  me  at  Chattanooga  to  consult  as  to. 
the  position  of  affairs,  and  adopt  a  plan  for  a  apriiig  campaign.  At  that  inteiwicw 
I  proposed  to  General  Sherman  that  if  he  would  tise  MePhereon'a  and  Schofield'^s. 
armies  to  demonstrate  on  the  enemy's  position  at  Dalton  by  the  du-ect  roads 
thr  ough  Buzzard  Roost  gap,  and  from  the  direction  of  Cleveland,  I  woidd  throw 
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iny  wtole  force  tlirougli  Snake  Greek  gap,  whicli  I  knew  to  be  nnguarded,  fall 
upon  tlie  enemy's  commtinicationa  between  DaltoQ  and  Reeaca,  tbereby  turning 
bia  position  completely,  and  force  him  eitlierto  leti-eat  towards  the  east,  tbrougli 
a  difficult  countiy,  poorly  supplied  with  provisions  aad  forage,  with  a  strong 
pi'obabilitj'  of  total  disorganization  of  his  force,  or  attack  me,  in  which  latter 
event  I  felt  confident  that  my  army  was  sufficiently  strong  to  beat  him,  especially 
as  I  Loped  to  gain  a  position  on  bia  communications  before  be  could  be  made 
aware  of  my  movement.  General  Sherman  objected  to  this  plan  for  tbe  reason 
that  he  desired  my  army  to  fonm  the  reserve  of  the  united  armies,  and  to  serve 
as  a  rallying  point  for  the  two  wings,  the  army  of  the  Ohio  and  that  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, to  operate  from. 

(Later,  when  the  campaign  in  Georgia  was  commenced,  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee was  sent  through  Snake  Creek  gap  to  accomplish  what  I  bad  proposed 
doing  with  my  army,  but  not  reaching  Snake  Creek  gap  before  the  enemy  had 
informed  himself  of  tlie  movement,  McPherson  was  unable  to  get  upon  his  com- 
munications before  Johnston  had  withdrawn  part  of  his  forces  from  Daltori,  and 
had  made  dispositions  to  defend  Resaca.) 

Throaghniit  the  months  of  March  and  April  every  exertion  was  made  to  pre- 
pare ray  army  for  the  approaching  campaign,  with  what  success  and  against 
wlmt  difiicuhies,  the  following  telegrams  will  bear  testimony  : 

Nashville,  Marc//,  19,  1864. 
General  "Whifplb,  Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

There  is  on  band  and  to  arrive  in  the  nest  48  hours,  fourteen  thousand  troops 
for  tbe  front.  I  cannot  take  off  or  transport  this  number  unless  I  cut  down 
subsistence  and  forage,  and  this  must  not  be  done,  I  recommend  tliat  Brigadier 
General  Granger  be  instructed  to  order  these  ti-oops  to  march  down  by  short 
journeys,  and  1  will  ti'ansport  the  rations  and  baggage  in  concert  with  General 
Granger.  We  can  arrange  to  subsist  tbe  troops  at  given  points,  tLcy  carrying 
five  days  rations  in  haversacks. 

J.  L.  DONALDSON, 

Senior  Quarter^nastcr. 

Nashville,  March  21,  1864. 
Brigadier  General  Whipple,  Agaistant  Adjutant  General  : 

I  have  not  ceased  urging  their  sending  me  cavalry  and  artillery  horses  and 
mules.  I  am  disappointed  in  their  coming  forward  ^  slow.  I  have  on  band 
fourteen  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  grain,  and  large  amounts  of  other  supplies. 
My  receipts  now  average  thirty  thousand  tons  a  week.  The  commissary  depart- 
ments shotild  hasten  their  arrangements  to  drive  their  beef  cattle  down,  and  I 
would  thereby  have  (10)  ten  cars  released  to  me  daily  for  forage. 

J.  L.  DONALDSOjS% 

Senior  Quartermaster. 

Chattanooga,  Mareh  23,  1SG4. 
Major  General  Sherman  ; 

Two  days  before  General  Grant  left  Nashville  lie  telegi'aphed  me  to  send  my 
surplus  troops  on  Nashville  and  Decatur  raih-oad  to  relieve  General  Dodge's 
troops  between  Columbia  and  Decatur.  Your  letter  of  March  18  informed  me 
that  each  department  commander  would  be  allowed  to  cover  Ms  own  communica- 
tions and  organize  all  bis  effective  force  into  a  fighting  column,  from  which  I 
inferred  that  you  did  not  expect  me  to  relieve  General  Dodge  on  the  Nashville 
and  Decatur  railroad,  I'kisce  let  me  know  if  I  am  to  send  troops  to  relieve 
Dodge. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 

Major  General  V.  S.  Voh. 
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Nashville,  Mardi.  2i,  1864— noon. 
Jliijor  General  Geo.  H.  Thomas  : 

Your  doEpateli  ia  received,  General  SlePherson  is  how  here,  and  we  will  go 
Lo-moiToi7  to  Decatur,  to  HiintavJlIe,  Lai-kinsvillo,  &c.  I  will  then  come  np  to 
eee  you,  and  afterwards  Geueral  Scbofield.  For  the  present  you  may  coafine 
your  attention  to  covering  your  own  communications,  and  from  Kaghville  as  far 
as  Columbia.  General  McPherson  will  cover  from  Columbia  around  to  Steven- 
won.  Unlesa  tbe  retnrning  regiments  are  greatly  needed  to  the  front,  I  will  or- 
der all  troops  coming  forward  to  disembark  at  Sashville  and  maich  by  easy 
marebes.  ,  This  will  relieve  ovir  road,  and  also  do  the  troops  good.  We  will  be 
jiressed  for  wagons,  and  I  wish  you  to  aiTange  to  atrip  all  troops  left  to  guard 
roads,  of  their  mules,  horses,  and  wagons,  to  be  aaed  in  our  offensive  operations, 
until  McPherson's  troops  arrive  on  the  line  of  the  Decatur  road,  from  tbe  Ten- 
nessee rivei',  I  must  move  tbe  cavalry  division,  now  at  Huntsville  and  bore,  to 
some  point  near  Duck  or  Elk  river,  to  our-  right  flank,  and  I  may  use  it  to  cross 
the  Tennessee  at  Decatur  to  Lafayette,  straight  to  the  south,  I  shall  prohibit 
nil  citizens  using  any  of  our  railroads  south  of  Kaeliville,  for  passage  or  use  ; 
and  if  citizens  can't  live  at  the  front,  they  must  move  to  the  rear.  Wo  must 
lise  our  roads  exclusively  for  freight  'til  a  supply  is  in  store. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK", 

Major  Genera'. 

Chattanooga,  Marc?i  84,  ISfi'l, 
31ajor  General  Si.OCL'M,  TuUaAoma : 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  send  troops  to  the  Decatur  road.  You  will  tliere- 
i'ure  prepare  to  relieve  Oobum'a  brigade,  so  that  it  can  come  to  the  front.  As 
soon  as  the  block-bouses  ai-e  finished,  place  them  in  the  garrisons  designated  by 
the  chief  engineer,  and  come  to  the  front  with  the  remainder  of  your  command, 
except  tlie  neeessary  garrisons  at  Muvfreesboro'  and  Nashville.  The  estimate  of 
gai-risons  for  block-liouses  >\ill  bo  forivitvded  you  by  mail. 

W.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Nashvjlle,  Apj-ii  2,  1864. 
Jtiijor  General  C  H.  Thomas,  Cojmnanding  : 

Am  at  Nashville.  Have  telegraphed  to  Wasbiugton  for  authority  to  make 
Ihc  changes  we  agreed  on.  To-night  the  raili-oad  superintendents,  Aodei-soii, 
Colonel  Donaldson,  and  I,  will  meet  anl  arrange  about  the  railroad  manage- 
jiient.  I  will  also  compel  the  heef-con tractors  to  drive  cattle.  Unless  we  de- 
vote the  railroad  solely  and  exclusively  to  the  use  of  dead  freight,  we  cannot  ac- 
cumulate the  surplus  (?)  required  for  our  plans.  Watch  Johnston  close.  Your 
weak  point  is  Cleveland,  As  soon  as  General  Scbofield  can  ascertain  for  certain 
that  Longstreet  is  no  longer  in  force  in  East  Tennessee,  bo  will  let  your  troops  come 
below  Hiawassee.  I  will  make  the  order  tbe  moment  I  hear  from  Washington. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  (rcncral, 

OiiATTAKOOUA,  April  3,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Jliijor  General  Shekmak,  Nashville: 

Tour  despatch  of  yesterday  leceiyed".  Will  watch  Johnston  as  clo-iu  a^  pos- 
aible,  but  shall  only  feel  perfectly  safe  when  lean  get  my  troops  back  from 
East  Tennessee.  My  outposts  report  no  movements  of  the  enemj ,  except  a 
reconnoissance  on  the  Spring  Place  and  Cleveland  road  yesterday,  wliiUi  lesulted 
in  nothing. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAh, 
Major  General  U.  B.  V. 
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Kkcxville,  A2'rU  3,  1864 — 11.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Thobias  : 

Longsti'eet  appears  to  have  gone  to  Virginia  with  his  mnin  force.  I  will  know 
the  facts  ia  a  few  days.  If  he  is  gone  I  will  at  once  send  you  Wood's  division, 
and  will  send  yoii  Sheridan  as  soon  as  my  troops,  now  en  route  from  Nashville, 

J.  M.  SOHOPIELD,  Major  GcTtcraJ. 

Naslivilt.i-:,  Ainil  4,  18C4— la  m. 
Major  Geoeral  Tiio.iTA.s,   Commandirig  : 

I  will  sti'engtheu  Schofield  as  fast  as  possibly  to  enable  him  to  send  you  back 
your  owa  troops.  Should  Johnston  take  the  initiative,  yon  can  bring  forward 
one  of  Slocum's  divisions ;  also  one  or  two  of  Logan's.  Now  that  Schofield 
has  a  surplus  of  provisions,  a  temporary  interruption  of  the  railroad  would  not. 
be  serious,  but  wc  should  hold  Itinggold  and  Cleveland  at  al!  hazards. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Nashville,  April  5,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Major  General  Jos.  Hookkr  ; 

The  following  oriiiers  have  just  been  received  by  telegraph  from  Wnr  \)a- 
partment : 

Major  G-enei-a!  Hooker  to  command  the  let  corps,  composed  of  the  11th  :\iid 
i3th. 

Major  General  0,  0.  Howard  to  command  the  4th  corps. 

Major  General  J.  M,  Schofield  to  command  the  33d  corps. 

Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum  is  ordered  to  command  of  Vicksburg. 

WM.  T.  SHERMAN,  Mq/or  Geiun-al 

LouDOX,  Te/in.,  Ajnil,  10,  1S64. 
Major  General  Thomas  ; 

I  have  asaumed  comniaud  of  the  4th  army  corps.  Headquarters  will  bq 
moved  to  Cleveland  to-morrow.  I  wish  to  remmn  over  until  Tuesday  morning 
to  review  General  Wagner's  division,  with  your  permission.  General  Wood's 
division  is  here.     Is  now  crossing  the  river. 

0.  0.  HOWARD,  Major  General. 

K\oxviLLE,  April  IS,  1S64. 
JIajor  General  Geo.  H.  Tiiosias  : 

The  troops  of  the  4th  corps,  now  at  Loudon,  will  march  for  Chaileston  in  a 

few  days.     I  will  have  to  detain  those  on  the  railroad  between  Loudon  and 

Charleston  a  few  days  longer,  and  will  also  have  to  depend  upon  yom*  troops 

to  hold  the  Iliawassee  until  llovey  arrives.     I  will  stop  him  at  Charleston. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 

Clevelat(d,  April  16,  1804. 
Brigadier  General  Whipple,  Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

General  Wood  has  arrived,  and  has  gone  into  camp  as  directed ;  Omft's  brig- 
ade will  be  relieved  on  Tuesday  morning ;  Wagner  has  been  relieved  by  Gen- 
eral Schofield,  and  will  start  Monday  morning. 

0.  0.  HOWARD,  Major  General. 
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UilATTANOOCA,  April  20,  1854. 
Ulnjoi.-  General  Sheuma_\,  Commanding 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  NasJimlU,  Tenn.  .- 
Nearly  the  whole  of  Howard's  coi-jra  ia  already  at  Cleveland.  Hovey  passed 
here  to-day.  He  will  be  at  Charleston  on  Hiawassee,  day  after  to  morrow.  I 
have  tateu  meaaares  to  repair  the  railroad  from  Cleveland  to  Ked  Clay  at  once, 
and  for  further  repairs  as  we  advance.  The  enemy  i-emaine  quiet.  A  deserter 
reports  to-day  some  of  Eoddy's  cavalry  going;  from  Gadsden  towards  Gunters- 
ville,  last  Thursday,  and  another  reports  Johnston's  army  concentrated  on  my 
front,  and  that  he  has  neither  received  re-enforccments  nor  sent  any  of  bis  troups 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  Geneial. 

Nashville,  April  21,  1864. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas  : 

Despatch  of  yesterday  received.  All  accounts  concur  in  your  statement  of 
the  position  and  strength  of  onr  enemy.  Hia  cavalry  is  patrolling  from  ©ads- 
den  to  Guntersville  and  Decatnr,  watching  McPheraon.  Wilder  is  snpposed  to 
bo  marching  from  Louisville  towards  Columbia  at  this  time.  I  wil!  make  fur- 
ther inquiries,  and  see  that  all  of  Garrard's  drviaion  is  assembled  there.  Allen 
is  moving  Leaven  and  earth  to  get  mules  for  you,  but  I  would  undertake  to 
reach  the  Coosa  with  our  present  means. 

W.  T.  SHBRMAN, 

Major  General. 

CirATT.i.\ooGA,  April  22, 1864. 
M;ijur  General  yiUiHMAN,  Nashville: 

A  rebel  ehaplain  came  into  Baird's  division  to-day.  He  left  Dalton  day  be- 
fore yestei'day,  and  reports  Hardee's,  Hood's,  and  pait  of  Polk's  corps,  there ; 
that  Johnston  is  making  no  preparations  for  moving,  but  expects  us  to  march 
on  him.  He  estimates  Johnston's  army  at  sixty  thousand.  I  also  have  Atlanta 
papers  of  the  SOtli.  They  state  that  the  remainder  of  ^Vlieeler's  cavalry  has 
anived  at  Atlanta,  en  rov.tc  for  Dalton,  Colonel  Lagrange  retnrned  to  Cleve- 
land to-day  from  a  scout  towards  Spring  Place,  neav  which  place  he  sni-pri3(;d 
an  outpost  of  the  enemy,  capturing  two  commissioned  oificcrs,  twelve  men,  six 
horses,  eight  saddles,  and  fifteen  rifles. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  V. 

Nashvillk,  Ajn-il  23,  1864 — midnight. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas  : 

Colonel  Oomstock  is  here  fi-om  General  Grant,  and  I  expect  ordei-s  to  move 
quite  as  early  as  May  1st.  I  know  all  the  difficulties,  but  want  you  to  draw  in 
your  forces  and  make  eveiy  possible  prelimiainary  preparation.  Cannot  one  of 
the  gunboats  be  got  ready  to  patrol  the  river  from  Bridgeport  to  Guntersville  ? 
Whcni  McPherson  moves  on  down,  all  the  cavalry  to  his  front  will  disappear. 
McPherson's  force  will  be  less  than  we  estimated,  for  A.  J.  Smith  is  still  at  Red 
river,  and  his  two  furlongbcd  divisions  ai-e  not  yet  up  ;  therefore,  increase  yo«v 
forces  as  much  as  possible  as  tar  out  as  the  Cooaa,  whence  the  surplus  (?)  will 
he  eent  back.     Can  you  start  with  50,000,  counting  Garrard  as' 5,000?     An^ 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Majoi-  General. 
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CaATTA?iooGA,  April  94,  1S64 — 10  a.  m. 
Major  Genej-al  Sherman,  Nashville: 

I  have  given  orders  for  the  distribution  of  General  Konsseau's  troops  iiloii^ 
tlie  railroad  from  ISfashviUe  to  this  place,  Genei'al  Hooker  being  at  the  samo 
time  directed  to  concentrate  bis  command  in  Lookont  valley.  These  disposi- 
tions can  bo  completed,  I  hope,  by  the  end  of  the  month.  One  of  tlie  gnnbonts 
is  BOW  ready  to  receive  her  armament  and  crew.  Admiral  Porter  agi'ced  ^vitli 
General  Grant  to  fm-nisb  both  if  desired.  1  should  prefer  it,  but  willingly  leavf 
the  choice  to  you.  I  can  take  into  the  field  between  foity-flve  and  fifty  tbousaud 
men.  I  shall  lose  from  five  to  eight  thousand  men  by  the  middle  of  June,  by 
rcasoa  of  espiration  nf  sorvice, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  Gmieral  United  States  Volunteers. 

N"ase!YTLH!,  April  S5,  186-1. 
Major  Geaeral  G.  H.  Thomas  : 

General  Grant  telegraphs  me  to  bo  ready  May  2.  Make  dispositions  accord- 
ingly,    McPhersoa  is  least  ready. 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major  General. 

Nashville,  Ajiril  97,  1864. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas  : 

It  will  be  impossible  to  get  up  MoPherson's  two  veteran  divisions  in  time,  and 
instead  of  putting  his  force,  twenty  thousand,  (30,000,)  with  Garrai'd's  cavalry, 
(5,000,)  by  way  of  Lebanon  and  Somerrille,  I  will  order  all  to  Chattanoogii,  ^f> 
we  may  start  from  a  common  centre. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major  General. 

While  preparing  for  an  advance  from  Chattanooga  that  portion  of  my  com 
mand  stationed  in  Middle  Tennessee  guarding  our  communications  was  actively 
employed  operating  against  guerillas.  The  following  are  copies  of  the  report,-^ 
of  the  operatioiis  of  my  command  during  March  and  April,  18G4  ; 

Heauqtarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  April  5,  1864. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  the  operations  of  my  commaiul 
during  the  month  of  March : 

Oa  the  1st,  the  positions  of  the  difi'ereut  divisions  remained  nearly  as  men- 
tioned in  my  l^t  report,  via;  Johnson's  division  of  the  Hth  aiiny  eorpt^, 
(Palmer's,)  at  Tyner's  station,  except  King's  brigade,  which  was  at  Graysvilie ; 
Davis's  division,  14th  coi-ps,  at  Shallow  ford,  near  Rossville;  Baird's  division, 
14th  corps,  at  Kinggold ;  Stanley's  division,  4th  corps,  (Granger's,)  at  Blue 
spring,  near  Cleveland;  the  balance  of  Granger's  command  being  still  on  duty 
with  the  army  of  the  Ohio.  Long's  brigade  of  cavalry  was  at  or  near  Oalbonu, 
picketing  towards  Columbus  and  Benton.  The  thirty-ninth  Indiana,  (mounted 
infantry,)  Colonel  T.  J.  Han-ison  commanding,  was  stationed  at  Leet's  farm,  on 
the  road  leading  from  Gordon's  mill  to  Einggold  and  Lafayette,  covering  Baird's 
right  flank.  The  11th  and  ISth  corps,  filajor  General  Joseph  Hooker  com- 
manding, were  guarding  the  railroad  from  Nashville  to  this  point. 

March  1. — General  Matthias  and  his  command  were  ordered  to  rejoin  the 
15th  coips'at  Huntsvilie,  then  services  being  no  longer  required;  Long's 
brigade  of  cavalry  was  ordered  to  take  position  at  Olevelaud;  ColonelJonee, 
with  eight  companies  of  the  first  Michigan  engineers  and  mechanics,  and  two 


>y  Go  Ogle 


KCPORr  or  MAJOR  GESEEAL  THOMAS.  L'OT 

i-egimeuts  of  colored  troops,  orJei'ed  to  commence  the  coii&tructiuu  of  block- 
Louses  aud  other  defeaeee  along  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad;  the 
fivet  Missouri  engineers  and  mechanics  being  detailed  for  similar  duty  along  the 
Nashvillo  and  Decatur  railioad. 

On  the  3d,  Genera!  Gordon  Granger,  commanding  -ith  army  corjjs,  wa- 
directed  to  send  one  brigade  of  hia  command  to  Oalhonu,  with  instructions  U> 
picket  the  approaches  fi-om  Daiton,  at  Colambus  and  Bentoa;  Wagner's  brig- 
ade, of  Shei'idau's  division,  accordingly  took  position  at  that  place;  Cnlone! 
A.  P.  Campbell,  commanding  first  brigade,  fct  divisioa  of  cavalry,  having 
reported  the  arrival  of  his  command  at  Callioun,  \ias  ordei-ed  on  the  4tli  to 
proceed  to  Cleveland  and  remain  at  that  place  for  the  present.  Major  General 
Gordon  Granger  sends  the  following  information  from  London,  on  the  5th : 
"  Lougetreet's  cavalry  is  said  to  be  making  its  way  to  join  Johnston  jjioi  Marshall, 
Quallatowu,  and.  Murphy,  thence  to  Benton.  It  was  expected  at  Murphy  to- 
night." 

On  the  5th,  Colonel  Daniel  MeCook,  commanding  third  brigade,  Davis's 
division,  14th  army  corps,  was  ordered  to  move  his  brigade  to  Lee's  &  Gordon'* 
mill,  on  Chickamauga  creek;  Colonel  T.  J.  Harrison,  commanding  thirty-ninth 
Indiana  mounted  infantry,  stationed  at  Leet's  tan-yard,  was  driven  from  his 
position  by  a  heavy  force  of  rebel  cavalry,  which,  as  was  subseijuently  ascer- 
tained through  a  deserter,  amounted  to  two  brigades.  They  attempted  to  gain 
Harrison's  rear,  but  failing  to  do  so,  retired  by  the  same  way  they  came-. 

Information  was  received  from  a  reliable  source  that  Johnston  was  being  rc- 
enforced  by  infantry  and  Roddy's  cavalry;  Colonel  Edward  McCook,  com- 
manding itrst  division  of  cavalry,  was  instructed  on  the  8th  to  place  his  com- 
mand in  camp  at  Cleveland,  and  endeavor  to  recruit  his  animals  as  much  as 
possible,  sending  out  scouting  paities  along  oui  front 

This  division  had  been  sei-vmg  with  the  aimy  of  the  Ohio  omce  the  vitlidi.i  \  al 
of  Longatreet  from  before  Knoxiilie  and  with  lon^,  maiches  together  with  th 
difficnlty  of  procuring  forage  the  hoisco  and  tianipjrtation  ot  the  commanl 
were  in  poor  condition.  On  the  8th  Colonel  Hoiiism  wis  directed  to  mur 
his  command  from  Lee's  &  Gcrdon^  mills  tj  i  position  on  the  i  id  loahn_, 
from  the  mills  to  Itinggold,  thiowiog  oat  pickets  to  Leet  i  tan  yaid  md  t 
Wood's  gap.  Colonel  W.  P.  Boone  tommanding  twenty-eighth  Kentueky 
mounted  infantry,  ordered  to  move  his  command  to  Lee's  &  Gordon's  mills, 
and  report  to  Colonel  Daniel  McCook,  commanding  the  brigade  at  that  place. 

On  the  9th,  Colonel  Harrison  reeonnoitied  the  ^aps  in  Tayler's  ridge  and 
found  the  enemy  in  larger  force  than  they  weie  previous  to  tlie  demonstration 
of  the  5th.  On  the  13th,  Long's  brigade  of  caviliy  left  Cleveland  for  Ilinggold. 
The  Western  and  Atlantic  railroad  was  in  running  order  to  Graysville  the  same 
day.  During  the  evening  Colonel  McCook  reported,  by  signal,  from  Le«'s  nnrt 
Gordon's  mill,  that  Colonel  Boone  had  just  returned  from  beyond  Lafayette. 
and  that  he  found  no  rebels  at  the  gaps. 

On  the  16th  the  following  information  was  received  direct  from  Daiton,  and 
from  a  reliable  source :  "  Kebel  force  45,000,  comprising  Hood's  four  (4)  division? ; 
Stevenson,  on  the  leff,  southeast  of  Daiton,  G,000;  Bi-eekinridge,  on  the  left 
centre,  4,000;  Stewai-t  on  the  right  centre  and  Hiudman  on  the  right;  Hardee's 
four  divisions;  Cleboum's  on  the  left,  e.ast  of  Daiton,  5,000  strong;  Cheatham's 
oa  the  right,  and  two  others  on  the  railroad;  Roddy's  cavalry  was  near  Varneli'f 
station,  numbering  2,000  men;  Wheeler  was  in  front  with  11,000  men;  totjtl 
cavalry,  13,000  to  14,000." 

March  18, — The  balance  of  Johnson's  division,  14th  corps,  reached  Graysville 
from  Tyner's  station  and  went  i'lto  camp  at  that  place. 

On  the  30th  the  Western  and  Atlantic  railroad  was  in  running  order  to  Ring- 
gold. About  this  time  information  was  sent  me  from  Daiton  confirmatory  of  the 
rejjort  received  from  General  Gordon  Granger,  on  the  5th,  to  the  effect  that  a 
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part  of  Longstjeet'a  cavalry  was  i-e- enforcing  Jolinston,  said  to  be  Martin's  di- 
vision. Brigadier  G-eneral  G.  M.  Dodge,  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  reported 
fcom  Athens  on  the  23d,  by  telegraph,  that  he  had  pushed  down  both  sides  of 
the  TennCBaeo  river  and  found  the  enemy  veiy  strong  on  the  south  side,  and  tliat 
he  had  no  doubt  they  were  preparing  for  a  raid.  He  could  not  tell  whether  it 
waa  the  whole  of  Forrest's  force  or  not.  Brigadier  -Genei-al  Keauer  Garrard, 
commanding  the  second  cavalry  division  at  Huntsville,  waa  instructed  to  move 
his  force  to  the  support  of  General  Dodge.  In  a  second  despatch.  General  Dodge 
says  his  troops  struck  the  enemy  three  mileS  south  of  Mouiton,  and  after  a  sharp 
fight  fell  back  with  a  loss  of  four  (4)  killed  and  ten  (10)  wouaded,  the  enemy 
following  for  a  distance  of  fourteen  (14)  miles.  A  number  of  the  enemy  were 
killed  and  wounded,  and  our  force  took  several  prisoners — among  them  a  captain 
of  artillery  belonging  to  Forrest's  command.  Information  from  various  sources 
went  to  show  a  concentration  of  a  heavy  force  of  cavalry  in  northern  Alabama, 
parties  of  rebels  showing  themselves  in  the  vicinity  of  Oaperton's  ferry  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Tennessee,  and  extending  nearly  as  far  west  as  Tuacumbia. 

Colonel  Wm.  B.  Stokes,  commanding  fifth  Tenueasee  cavalry,  reports  on  the 
39th  from  Sparta,  Tennessee,  the  operations  of  his  command  against  the  gue- 
rillas in  that  vicinity,  having  had  several  engagements  with  them  in  the  space 
of  a  fortnight,  in  which  he  succeeded  in  completely  routing  and  scattering  them, 
killing  and  wounding  a  number,  among  them  two  of  their  most  active  leader.^, 
Bledsoe  and  Champ  Ferguson. 

The  organization  of  colored  troops  within  my  command  is  progressing  rapidly 
and  satisfactorily.  There  are  now  on  duty  six  fully  organized  regiments,  with  au 
aggregate  force  of  4,000  men,  and  three  more  regiments  of  infaatiy  organizing, 
besides  a  battery  of  light  artillery. 

The  following  named  regiments,  &e„  have  i-eorganized  as  veteran  volunteei^ 
during  the  month  of  March,  18G4. 

]kfant.r}/.~10t\\  Michigan,  36th  Ohio,  61st  Ohio,  69th  Ohio,  60th  Illinois, 
ilSth  llhuoia,  Slst  Illinois. 

Mounted  Bfantry^-2Si[i  Kentucky. 

Cavalry. — ad  Kentucky. 

Artillery. — Batteiy  G,  1st  Missouri,  8th  Wisconain  battery. 

Detachments. — 3d  Wisconsin  battery;  79th  Pennsylvania  infiintry;  3  com- 
panies 37th  Indiana  volunteer  iufentiy ;  S  companies  30th  Ijjdiana  volunteer 
infantry  ;  5  companies  8th  Kentucky  volunteer  infantiy;  detachmeat  11th  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry ;  companies  F  and  K,  40th  Ohio  volunteer  infantry. 

Total. — Seven  regiments  of  infaatiy,  one  regiment  of  mounted  iutantry,  one 
regiment  of  cavalry,  two  batteries  of  artillery,  and  seven  detachments  of  all  arms. 

Inhere  had  returned  to  the  array  frem  furlough  up  to  JIarch  31et,  thirty-three 
(33)  regiments  of  infantry,  five  (5)  of  cavalry,  and  ten  (10)  batteries  of  artillery, 
with  5,429  recruits.     A  list  of  which  is  annexed,  marked  A. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  hei'ewith,  tlie  monthly  return  for  March  of  pris- 
oners, &e.,  frem  Colonel  J.  G.  Parkhurst,  provost  marshal  general,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  rations  issued  to  destitute  citizens  during  March,  from 
Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  P.  Porter,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence. 
I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  Grneral  V.  S.  Vohnteers,  Gommandiiig. 

Major  U.  M.  Sawyee, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


ecopy: 


8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Captain,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Brevet  Major. 
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HKAUciUAnTEiis  Department  of  thk  Cu.mbebland, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  May  2,  186^, 

Colonel  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  the  operatioas  of  my  command  for  the 
month  of  April,  as  follows,  viz  : 

On  the  2d  instant  a  force  of  rehels,  said  to  he  1,500  strong,  made  a  demon- 
stration in  the  dicection  of  Cleveland  and  Charleston,  East  Tennessee,  approach- 
ing to  within  eight  (8)  miles  of  Cleveland,  when  they  divided  into  parties ; 
one  going  out  in  the  direction  of  Dacktown,  through  the  moontaina,  the  other 
remaining  and  falling  back  towards  Ualton  on  the  appearance  of  a  force  of  our 
cavahy  sent  out  from  Cleveland  in  command  of  Colonel  Lagrange,  of  the  first 
Wisconsin.  A  scout,  who  arrived  at  Cleveland  on  the  3d,  reported  that  the 
above  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
Ihc  approach  of  a  force  from  Longstreet'a  army  which  was  oa  its  way  to  re- 
enforce  Johnston  by  way  of  Murphy,  North  Carolina.  This  was  afterwards 
ascertained  to  be  Martin's  division  of  cavalry. 

On  the  5th  the  following  changes  were  ordered  in  the  organization  of  the 
army  of  the  Onmberland:  the  11th  and  12th  army  corps  to  be  consolidated,  and 
known  as  the  SOtb  army  corps,  commanded  by  JIajor  General  Joseph  Hooker. 
Major  General  Gordon  Granger  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  14th  army  corps, 
and  Major  General  0.  O.  Howard  {formerly  commanding  the  11th  army  corps) 
in  his  stead. 

Major  General  P.  H.  Sheridan  having  been  relieved  from  the  command  of  the 
second  division  4th  army  corps,  Major  Geoeral  John  Newton  was  assigned  to 
that  command,  and  ordered  to  report  to  Major  General  Howard, 

On  the  10th,  Brigadier  General  J.  W.  Geary,  commanding  second  division,  20th 
army  corps,  stationed  along  the  railroad  from  Bridgeport  to  Stevenson,  was 
oi-dered  to  organize  an  expedition,  consisting  of  two  regiments,  with  ten  days' 
rations,  and  embark  on  the  steamer  Cbickamanga,  taking  one  piece  of  artillery 
to  protect  the  boat,  and  then  proceed  down  the  Tennessee  river  as  far  as  Deca- 
tur, Ahibama,  examining  carefully  the  south  bank  of  the  river,,  and  all  streams 
emptying  into  it  from  the  south  side ;  destroying  all  boats  of  whatever  kind  he 
might  find,  and  notifying  the  inhabitants  that  no  more  boats  would  be  permitted 
to  he  used  or  built,  except  with  the  permission  of  the  commanding  officer.  On 
returning,  General  Geary  was  to  examine  the  north  bank  in  the  same  manner, 
and  destroy  all  boats  he  might  find,  except  such  as  Major  General  McPherson, 
commanding  army  of  the  Tennessee,  should  need,  and  tiie  boats  at  Decatur  or 
Larkin's  ferry,  which  will  be  the  only  points  at  which  communication  across 
the  river  will  be  peimitted,  notifying  the  inhabitants  of  the  same. 

April  11. — The  cavalry  command  of  the  aimy  was  reorganized,  forming  four 
(4}  divisions  of  three  (3)  brigades  each,  avei'aging  three  regiments  to  a  brigade. 

Brigadier  General  Geary  returned  to  Bridgeport  on  the  15th,  reporting  the 
result  of  his  expedition  down  the  Tennessee  to  be  that  be  proceeded  as  far  as 
Trlana,  Alabama,  where  he  came  upon  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  on  both  sides 
of  the  river;  that  deeming  it  advisable  to  proceed  no  further  General  Geary  re- 
turned, having  destroyed  a  considerable  number  of  boats  both  going  and  coming. 

Information  gained  from  deserters  and  others  estimate  the  strength  of  the 
rebel  army  at  Dalton  to  be  45,000  infantry  and  about  12,000  cavalry.  The 
enemy  has  two  brigades  of  cavalry  at  Tunnel  Hill,  watching  our  movements  at 
Einggold  and  the  gaps  through  Taylor's  ridge,  and  one  brigade  on  the  road 
leiiding  from  Dalton  to  Cleveland,  picketing  the  approaches  from  that  direction. 
The  4tb  army  corps.  Major  General  0.  0.  Howard  commanding,  having 
been  relieved  from  duty  with  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  was  concentrated  at  Clcve- 
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land  on  tie  22d,  tmA  camped  at  that  place  and  vicinity.  The  first  diviaion  of 
cavalry,  Colonel  Edward  McCook  commanding,  was  still  at  that  point  piiiket- 
iug  and  patrolling  the  country. 

jTreijiient  akirmiahea  have  taken  place  during  the  month  all  along  oar  front, 
between  our  own  and  the  enemy's  cavalry.  In  quite  a  sharp  little  affair  near 
Leet'a  larm,  on  the  33d,  we  lost  five  (5)  killed  and  ten  (10)  wounded,  besidea 
one  officer  and  twelve  men  taken  priaonerB,  the  enemy  having  an  overwhelming 
force,  and  succeeded  in  gaining  our  rear.  A  scout,  who  left  Dalton  on  the  16th, 
reports  that  two  divisions  from  Hardee's  corps  were  to  be  aent  to  re-enforce  Lee 
in  Virginia ;  this  force  to  be  replaced  by  Loring'a  division  from  Missisaippi. 
This  man.  passed  through  the  enemy's  defences  at  Buzzard  Roost,  and  reports 
them  very  strong. 

On  the  S9th  a  reeoanoisaance  was  made  towards  Tunnel  Hill  from  Ringgold, 
composed  of  three  hundred  cavalry  under  Kilpatrick  and  Van  Deveer's  brigade 
of  infantry.  They  advanced  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Tunnel  Hill,  driving 
the  enemy  before  them  until  they  developed  a  largely  auperior  force,  when  the 
expedition  returned  to  Ringgold.  Al>out  this  time  preparations  were  commenced 
for  the  proposed  advance  on  Dalton  in  May.  The  second  division  of  cavalry. 
Brigadier  General  Kenner  Garrard  commanding,  atarted  from  Columbia,  Ten- 
nessee, mider  inatruetiona  to  report  to  General  McPheraon  for  fiirther  ovdera. 

The  20th  army  corpa.  Major  General  Hooker  commanding,  waa  directed  to 
concentrate  in  Lookout  valley.  General  Bouaaeau's  diviaion,  of  that  command, 
to  garriaon  the  block-houses  and  other  points  along  the  line  of  the  Nashville  and 
Chattanooga  railroad ;  the  balance  of  the  corpa  to  be  placed  in  marehiug  order 
inimediately. 

The  14th  corps.  Major  General  J.  M.  Palmer  commanding,  waa  to  concoi- 
trate  at  Einggold,  Georgia,  aa  soon  as  pOBsible;  and  the  4th  corpa  was  in  readiness 
to  move  from  Cleveland  as  soon  aa  oniered. 

Garrard's  diviaion  of  cavalry  being  under  ordera  to  report  to  General  McPher- 
Bon  for  duty,  McOook's  division  (first)  waa  to  move  on  Howard's  left,  and 
Kilpatriek's  (third)  to  operate  with  Palmer's  corpa  from  Ringgold. 

Reliable  iofonnation  waa  received  on  the  30th  from  Atlanta  (27th)  that  heavy 
re-enforcementa  to  Johnaton  had  been  passing  that  poiat  since  the  20th,  aaid  to 
be  from  Mobile,  estimated  at  10,000.  The  same  person  reports  from  Rome  {28th) 
that  part  of  Polk'a  corps  waa  there,  numbering  about  5,000,  and  still  more  ar- 
riving. Two  trains  with  ai'tillery,  fourteen  pieces,  had  arrived  that  day.  Martin's 
cavalry  division  was  alao  there,  about  4,000  men ;  also,  part  of  Polk's  corpa  had 
reached  Dalton  the  same  day,  (aSth.) 

A  reliable  scout,  sent  to  Dalton  from  Chattanooga,  reaching  Dalton  on  the 
25th,  returned  on  the  30th,  reporting  that  the  whole  of  Hood'a  corps  had  been 
moved  to  the  fi-ont  from  its  old  position  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Dalton. 
He  went  to  Atlanta  on  the  27tb,  but  learned  nothing  of  importance  there.  At 
Resaca  he  saw  the  camps  of  Armstrong's  division  of  eavali?,  and  at  Rome  he 
learned  that  Loring's  and  another  division  had  anived  from  Mississippi,  tlrns 
con'oborating  information  received  from  a  different  source. 

During  the  month  there  have  returned  to  this  army  from  furlongh,  as  veteran 
volunteera,  eighteen  (18)  regiments  of  infantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  four  (4) 
batteriea  of  artillery,  with  an  aggregate  of  2,697  recruits  gained  while  absent. 

The  q^uai-termaster'a  department  baa  been  particularly  active  constnicting 
storehouses,  &x.,  at  Chattanooga.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  lists 
of  steamers  and  other  transportation  employed  by  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment on  the  Upper  Tennessee,  and  of  the  military  atorebousea  at  Chattanooga 
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and  Bridgeport ;  also  the  monthiy  report  of  the  transactions  of  the  pi'ovost  raai 
ahal'a  department. 

I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obgdient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  M.  Sawyer, 

Amstant  ArljuiaKt  General  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

TiTic  copy : 

S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp  and  Breeet  Major. 


'■  of  TKilitary  storehouses  constructed  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  i 
1,  1664. 
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L.  C.  EASTON, 
!(  Colonel  OBrf  Clai^  QytaTtermasteT, 
Headquabtebs  Dbpartmbst  of  the  Cumberland, 

O^ce  Chi^  Qfiariertaaster,  Ringgold,  Oa,,  Sta^  6,  1864. 


;  of 'military  storehouses  huilt  andin  process  of  conslraclion  at  Chattanooga, 
Tennessee,  May  1,  1864, 
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List  of  TJiiited  States  steamers  jilyiiig  mt  the  upper  Tennessee  river,  May  1,  1S64 


Chickamauga,  built  by  quartermaster's  department  at  Brii  ^ 

Chattanooga,  built  by  qnartermaster'a  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Kingston,  bnilt  by  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Lookout,  built  by  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

MiBsionary,  bailt  by  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Piont  Rock,  captured  at  Chattanooga. 

Gwnboat  A,  built  by  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Gunboat  B',  built  by  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Fourteen  barges,  built  by  the  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Ala- 
laina. 

Three  more  boats  haye  been  built  at  Bridgeport,  and  are  now  receiving  their 
ingines  and  joiner  work, 

L.  C.  EASTON, 
liiewt.  Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 

Headqdarters  Department  of  the  Combeblawd, 

Chief  Qmrtermaater's  Office,  Rivggold,  Ga.,  May  6,  1864 


HLADQUABTBRa  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  Cl'MBEBLAND, 

Office  Pioiost  Manhal  General,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  May  3,  1864. 
Captain  :  In  compliance  ivith  your  instructiona  pf  the  1st  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  luhmit  the  following  report  of  prisoners  of  war,  rebel  deaerters, 
and  oatha  admini'ilerpd  dunng  the  month  of  April,  1864 : 
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30 
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33 
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Eeapeotfully  submitted:. 

H.  M.  DTJFFIELD, 
lAeul.  and  A.  A.  Provost  Marshal  General, 
For  Colonel  PARKHrEST, 

Provost  Marshal  General. 
Captain  S..  C.  Kgllogg, 

Aide-de-Camp,  Department  of  the  Cumberland^ 
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PART   III. 

ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERIj  AND— ATLANTA  CAMPAIGN. 
I'KOM  MAY  1  TO  SEPTEMBEE  7,  186S. 


OPERATIONS  DURING  MAT,  1864. 
HfiADaUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBKKLAKD, 

In  the  field,  near  Dallas,  Ga.,  June  5,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  liave  tbe  Bonor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  for  tlie 
month  of  May  as  follows  ; 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  major  general  comrnanding  the  military 
division,  I  got  my  command  in  readiness  for  a  forward  movement  on  Dalton, 
Georgia,  and  was  fully  prepared  to  move  on  the  2d  of  May  as  directed.  Major 
General  Hooker,  commanding  20th  army  corps,  was  directed  to  move  from 
Lookout  valley,  via  Lee's  and  Gordon's  mill,  oh  East  Ohickamauga  creek,  to 
Loet's  fai-m,  on  the  road  leading  from  the  mill  to  Nickaja«k  gap,  the  move- 
ment to  commence  on  the  2d ;  Major  General  Palmer,  commatJding  the  14th 
coi-ps,  was  to  concentrate  his  command  at  Ringgold,  Groorgia,  and  Major  General 
Howard,  commanding  4th  army  corps,  was  to  move  from  Cleveland,  East  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  3d,  and  \q  concentrate  his  command  in  the  vicinity  of  Catoosa 
springs,  about  three  miles  east  of  Kinggold ;  McCook's  division  of  cavalry  to 
move  on  Howard's  left;  Kiipatrick's  division  of  cavalry  was  stationed  at  lUng- 
gold,  picketing  towards  Tunnel  Hill,  and  patroling  on  Palmer's  right  flank  ; 
Garrard's  division  was  detached  and  operating  under  instructions  from  Major 
General  McPherson,  commanding  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  The  army  got 
into  position  by  the  6th  and  stood  as  above,  direct  communication  having  been 
fully  eBtablished  from  the  right  to  the  left  of  the  whole  command. 

According  to  instructions  given  on  the  6th,  the  army  moved  on  Tunnel  Hiil 
at  daylight  on  the  7th  in  three  columns ;  Palmer's  corps  on  the  direct  road 
from  E-inggold,  Howard's  via  Lee's  house,  and  Hooker's  via  Nickajack  gap 
and  Trickum.  The  enemy  made  some  show  of  resistance  in  Palmer's  front, 
but  evacuated  Tunnel  Hill  on  the  appearance  of  Howard's  column  on  his  flauk, 
and  fled  towards  Buzzard's  Roost,  our  troops  occupying  Tunnel  Hill  ridge ; 
Palmer's  command  was  then  moved  forward  and  took  position  on  Howard's 
right,  along  the  ridge,  and  both  corps  remained  there  for  the  night.  Hooker's 
column  reached  Trickum  post  office  about  4  p.  m.,  and  camped  for  the  night, 
picketing  strongly  the  roads  leading  from  Buzzard's  Roost  and  Dalton,  as  well 
as  the  approaches  from  the  direction  of  Villanow ;  General  Kiipatrick's  division 
of  cavalry  took  poet  at  or  near  Gordon's  springs,  to  be  in  readiness  to  establish 
communication  with  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  which  was  expected  at  Villa- 
now on  the  morning  of  the  8th ;  Harker's  brigade  of  Newton's  division,  Howard's 
corps,  was  pushed  along  the  crest  of  Rocky  Face  ridge  to  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  rebel  signal  station.  There  it  came  upon  obstmctions  of  too  formidable  a  char- 
acter to  admit  of  further  progress  except  with  very  severe  loss.  It  was  in- 
structed to  hold  the  position  Wood's  division  of  4th  corps,  Davis's  division  of 
the  14th  corps,  and  Bntteriield's  division  of  the  20th  corps  then  pushed  forward 
a  line  of  skirmishers  and  drove  the  enemy  to  his  intrenchments,  our  men  occu- 
pying the  month  of  Buzzard's  Roost.  Geary's  division  of  the  20th  corps  made 
a  reconnois sauce  well  up  the  side  of  Chattoogata  mountain,  a  high  and  precipi- 
tous ridge  ruaniag  due  south  from  Buzzard's  Roost.  Geary's  men  fought  their 
way  well  up  to  the  enemy's  intrenchments  on  the  crest,  but  with  considerable 
loss  and  without  being  able  to  gain  possessioa  of  Mill  gap.     The  troops  were 
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theu  withdrawn  to  a  position  in  tlie  valley  out  of  leach  of  the  enemy's  gnus. 
Eilpatrick  coramimicated  with  General  McPhereoa's  command  at  Villanow  and 
then  returaed  to  Tricknm.  Brigadier  General  Ed.  McCook  was  ordered  to  con- 
centrate his  cavalry  division  and  take  post  on  the  Jeft  of  General  Schofield  un- 
til General  Stoneman's  cavalry  could  arrive  and  relieve  him.  From  a  prisoner 
captured  at  Buzzard's  Roost  we  leai-ned  that  the  force  defending  the  passage  of 
the  gap  amounted  to  11,000  men,  eoniprising  Stewart's  and  Bates's  divisions, 
supported  by  Hindman's  and  Stevenson's  divisions,  numbering  10, 000  moie.  They 
had  considei-ahle  artillery,  but  none  heavier  than  10-pound  calibre.  The  enemy 
was  fortifying  all  night  of  the  7th,  and  had  masked  batteries  at  points  all  through 
the  pass.  Heavy  skirmiahing  was  kept  up  along  the  whole  line  dui-ing  the  9th 
and  10th  with  considerable  loss  in  wounded  and  hut  few  killed.  General 
Hooker  was  directed  on  the  10th  to  send  one  division  of  his  command  to  the 
support  of  Geueiul  McPherson  at  Snake  Greek  gap,  to  enable  the  latter  to  operate 
more  fi-eely  from  danger  to  his  rear.  KOpatriek's  cavaliy  was  also  ordered  to 
report  to  General  McPherson.  McCook's  division  of  cavalry,  pasted  on  the 
left  of  Genefal  Schofieid's  command,  had  a  heavy  skirmish  with  three  (3)  brig- 
ades of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  on  the  road  leading  to  VarneU  station,  resulting  iu 
our  driving  the  rebels  to  their  intrenchments  on  Poplar  Creek  Hill,  where  they 
opened  on  McCook's  troops  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Our  loss  was  136  men 
and  15  officers  killed,  wounded,  and  missing ;  among  the  latter  Colonel  Lagrange, 
of  the  Ist  Wisconsin,  who  was  captured.  The  enemy's  loss  was  greater  than 
ours.  General  Hooker  was  directed  to  send  another  divjsion  of  his  command  to 
Snake  Creek  gap,  with  instructions  to  repair  the  road  through  the  gap,  ao  as  to 
facilitate  the  passage  of  infantry  and  wagons.  On  the  11th  it  was  decided  to 
leave  one  corps,  Howard's,  supported  by  Stoneman's  and  McCook's  divisions  oi 
cavalry,  and  move  to  Snake  Creek  gap  with  the  balance  of  the  army,  attacking 
the  enemy  in  force  from  tliat  quarter,  whilst  Howard  was  keeping  up  the  im- 
pression of  a  direct  attack  on  Buzzard's  Boost.  This  movement  was  to  com- 
mence on  the  12th.  Insti'uctioua  were  given  to  corps  commanders  to  provide 
their  commands  with  ten  days'  rations  and  a  good  supply  of  ammunition,  send- 
ing all  surplus  wagons  back  to  Ringgold.  At  9  a.  m.  on  the  13th  General  How- 
ard's command  occupied  Dalton,  it  having  been  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on  the 
evening  of  the  12th.  Concentrating  his  troops  in  Dalton,  General  Howard  pur- 
sued the  enemy  along  the  raih-oad  in  the  direction  of  Resaca,  capturing  a  cou- 
siderable  number  of  prisoners ;  the  concentration  of  the  balance  of  the  army  in 
Snake  Creek  gap  having  been  completed  by  the  night  of  the  12th.  At  8  tt,  m. 
on  the  13th  Hooker's  corps,  preceded  by  Eilpatriek'a  cavalry,  moved  out  on 
the  Resaca  road,  in  support  of^McPherson's  troops,  threatening  Resaca.  Pal- 
mer's corps  moved  out  of  Snake  Creek  gap  two  (3)  miles  northeast  of  Hooker, 
and  ihea  took  a  course  parallel  with  the  Resaca  road,  with  orders  to  proceed 
as  far  as  the  raili'oad.  On  reaching  the  neighborhood  of  the  rdlroad  his  skir- 
mishers encountered  those  of  the  enemy  strongly  posted  on  the  hilia  immediately 
west  of  the  railroad,  and  continued  a  fierce  skii-mish  with  them  until  nightfall. 
Butterfield's  division  of  Hooker's  corps  moved  up  in  support  of  Palmer's  right. 
About  noon  of  the  14th  Schofieid's  and  Palmer's  corps  attacked  the  enemy's 
position  on  the  hills  bordering  the  railroad,  meeting  with  very  heavy  resistance. 
General  Schofieid's  left  beiag  threatened,  and  he  having  called  on  me  for  sup- 
port, I  directed  Newton's  division  of  Howard's  corps,  which  had  just  arrived,  to 
move  to  Schofieid's  assistance,  and  subsequently  tlae  whole  of  Howard's  corps 
took  post  on  the  left  of  Schofield.  During  the  afternoon  Hooker's  corps,  which 
had  been  acting  as  support  to  General  McPherson,  was  shifted  to  the  left  of 
Howard's  command ;  and  Williama'a  division  reached  the  position  assigned  him 
just  ia  time  to  meet  and  repel  a  fierce  attack  of  the  enemy,  who  waa  endeavor- 
ing to  turn  Howard's  left  ffank.  McCook's  division  of  cavah-y  took  post  on  the 
left  of  Hooker,  to  guard  against  any  further  attempt  of  the  enemy  in  that  diree- 
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tion.  The  fighting  in  Schofield's  and  Howard's  front  was  very  severe,  but  we 
drove  the  enemy  frnm  the  hilla  he  had  occnpied  and  forced  him  into  his  intreneh- 
raents  heyoud.  From  prisoners  captured  we  learned  that  Johnstoa's  entire  army 
was  confronting  ns. 

At  dayhgbt  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  our  hnea  stood  nearly  as  follows : 
Palmer's  corps  on  the  right,  connecling  with  the  left  of  McPherson'a  line,  tlien 
Sehofield's,  and  Howard's,  and  Hooker's,  ^Fith  McCook's  cavalry  on  our  ex- 
treme left.  Ordei-s  were  issued  duriug  the  night  of  the  14th  for  the  whole  line 
to  advance  at  daylight  on  the  15th,  provision  being  made  for  the  retirement  of 
Schofield's  troop's  from  the  positioa  they  then  oocapied,  and  directions  having 
been  given  them  to  take  post  on  the  left,  where  tliey  properly  belonged,  as  soon 
as  crowded  ont  from  the  centre  of  my  line  by  the  advance  of  Palmer  and  How- 
ard, About  1 1  a.  m.  General  Butterfield's  division  of  Hooker's  corps,  supported 
by  Williams's  aad  Geary's  of  the  same  command,  attacked  and  carried  a  series 
of  hills  strongly  occupied  by  the  enemy  on  the  east  of  the  road  leading  from 
Tilton  to  Itesaca.  The  rebels  were  driven  for  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half,  our 
forces  capturing  four  guns  and  a,  number  of  prisoners. 

Information  was  received  by  daylight  on  the  16th  that  Johnston  bad  evacua- 
ted Kesaca,  and  directions  were  immediately  given  for  the  whole  army  to  start 
in  pursuit.  Our  troops  occnpied  the  town  about  9  a.m.,  and  commeaced  repairing 
the  bridge  over  the  Ostauaula,  which  had  been  partially  burned  by  the  enemy . 
A  pontoon  bridge  was  also  thrown  across,  above  the  railroad  bridge,  so  that  Ijy 
night  Howtird's  corps  had  got  across,  aud  marched  on  Caihoun.  Hooker's  com- 
mand crossed  the  Oonaaauga  at  Figlet's  ferry,  and  at  a  ford  in  its  vicinity, 
thence  marching  south  across  the  Coosawattie  towards  Adairsville.  Palmer's 
command  was  to  follow  after  Howard's,  except  Davis's  division,  which  was 
detached,  and  sent  towards  Rome,  to  the  support  of  Garrard's  cavalry,  then 
acting  under  special  insti'uctions  from  the  major  general  commanding  the  military 
division. 

On  the  17th  our  advance  skirmished  with  the  euemy  neaily  the  whole  distance 
from  Calhoun  to  within  two  miles  of  Adairsville,  when  a  fierce  skirmish  ensued, 
completely  checking  our  further  progress,  and  occasioning  considerable  loss  in 
wouaded.  Information  was  brought  in  about  dark  that  the  whole  of  Johnston's 
army  was  at  Adairsville.  The  column  was  again  set  in  motion  on  the  morning 
of  the  18th,  the  enemy  having  left  during  the  night.  Howard's  and  Palmer's 
commands  moved  on  the  direct  road  and  along  the  railroad  towards  Kingston, 
camping  at  a  point  three  (3)  miles  north  of  the  latter  place.  Hooker's  corps 
moved  on  a  road  ninning  southeast  from  Adairsville,  his  instmctions  being  to 
proceed  as  far  as  Cassville,  and  there  await  further  ordere.  General  Davis's 
division  of  the  14th  corps  occupied  Rome,  capturing  a  large  amount  of  commis- 
sary and  quartermaster  ttores,  hospital  supplies,  and  all  sorts  of  ammanition, 
enough  to  supply  his  command  for  two  weeks.  The  enemy  tried  to  destroy 
the  valuable  iron  works  at  this  place,  hut  feUed  to  do  much  injury.  Howard's 
troops  entered  Kingston  about  8  a.  m.  on  the  19th,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy 
on  the  southeastern  side  of  the  town.  The  column  started  again  at  about  10 
a.  m.,  and  came  up  with  what  was  reported  to  be  Cheatham's  and  another  divi- 
sion, in  line  of  battle  on  a  hill  about  halfway  between  Kingston  and  Cassville. 
Howard's  troops  shelled  the  enemy  from  this  position,  pushing  on  after  him  to 
ivithin  two  miles  of  Cassville,  skirmishing  with  his  rear  guard  until  dark,  when 
the  command  halted  for  the  night.  Baird's  division  of  Palmer's  corps  was  posted 
on  the  right  of  Howard's  corps.  Hooker's  troops  engaged  the  enemy  on  the 
road  leading  direct  from  Adairsville  to  Cassville,  skirmishing  with  him,  and  driving 
him  into  his  works  at  the  latter  place. 

At  10  p.  ra.  General  Howard  reported  the  town  in  possession  of  his  troops. 
A  deserter  came  into  our  lines  with  the  information  that  Johnston  received  a 
re-enforcement  of  6,000  men  on  the  19th,  and  that  his  army  was  now  estimated 
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at  70,000  strong.  By  direction  of  tlie  major  general  coiumandmg  the  military 
division,  the  whole  command  rested  until  tbe  morning  of  the  33d.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  railroad  having  been  placed  in  running  order  aa  far  as  Cfasaville  depot, 
twenty  days'  rations  and  forage  were  issued  to  the  troops.  Eesaca  was  directed 
to  be  strongly  held,  and  made  a  depot  of  supplies,  only  such  stores  and  provisions 
to  he  brought  forward  to  Kingston  and  Rome  as  cowld  be  moved  by  the  wagons 
present  with  the  army.  My  directions  were  to  move  my  army  at  daylight  on 
the  morning  of  the  23d,  on  Dallas,  by  Euharley  and  Stilesboro'.  The  division 
of  Brigadier  General  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  at  Rome,  as  soon  as  relieved  by  troops  from 
General  McPherson's  army,  to  march  direct  on  Dallas  by  way  of  Van  Wert. 
The  advance  guard  of  McOook's  division  of  cavalry  reached  Stilesboro'  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  and  found  tbe  place  occupied  by  n  strong  force  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry,  which  resisted  Lis  further  advance, 
skirmishing  with  him  until  dark.  The  commands  of  Major  General's  Hooker, 
Howard,  and  Palmer  camped  on  the  south  side  of  Euharley  creek,  in  accordance 
with  my  directions.  General  Hooker  was  directed  to  send  one  division  of  his 
command,  at  daylight  on  tbe  24th,  to  push  the  enemy  across  Raccoon  creek 
towards  Allatoona,  on  tbe  Alabama  road,  and  hold  him  in  that  position  until 
relieved  by  tbe  array  of  the  Ohio,  covering  tbe  movements  of  the  balance  of  the 
20tb  corps  directly  through  Stilesboro'  upon  Burnt  Hickory,  at  which  latter 
place  bia  whole  command  was  to  encamp.  MeCook'a  division  of  cavalry  was  ta 
precede  tbe  20th  corps  in  the  movement  upon  Burnt  Hickory,  and  then  take  up  a 
poeition  towards  Allatoona,  picketing  the  roads  strongly,  and  covering  the  move- 
ments of  the  army.  Tlie  4tb  eorpa  followed  the  20th  corps,  camping  on  its 
right,  and  the  14tli  corpa,  not  being  able  to  reach  Burnt  Hickory,  on  account 
of  the  crowded  state  of  Uie  roads  and  the  difficult  nature  of  the  ground  passed 
over,  camped  at  a  point  on  Altoona  ridge,  about  halfway  between  Stilesboro* 
and  Burat  Hickory.  McOook  reached  Burnt  Hickory  about  3  p.  m.,  after  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy  about  four  mUes.  He  captured  a  rebel  courier  bearing 
a  despatch  to  the  rebel  General  Jackson,  commanding  a  division  of  cavalry, 
with  instructions  from  General  Johnston  to  observe  our  movements  towards 
Burnt  Hickory,  and  stating  that  Johnaton  was  moving  in  the  direction  of  Dallas 
and  Powder  Springa.  General  Garrard,  commanding  second  cavalry  division, 
informed  me  that  he  was  camped  on  Pumpkin  Vine  creek,  about  three  (3)  miles 
from  Dallas,  and  that  in  moving  on  that  place,  and  when  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  it,  be  waa  attacked  by  what  was  reported  by  prisoners  to  be  Bates's 
division,  the  advance  of  Hai-dee'a  corps.  Garrard  repulsed  this  force  and  drove 
it  back  towards  Dallas, 

Ou  the  25th  tbe  first  division  of  cavalry  (MeCook's)  moved  on  the  road  leading 
to  Golgotha,  preceding  Butterfield'a  division  of  the  20th  corps.  Tbe  balance 
of  General  Hooker's  command  advanced  on  the  road  leading  to  Dallas,  running 
south  of  the  one  used  by  Butterfield's  division.  Howard's  corps  followed  Hook- 
er's, and  in  rear  of  Howard,  Pahner'a.  About  1 1  a.  m.  General  Geary's  division 
of  the  20th  corps,  being  in  advance,  came  upon  the  enemy  in  considerable  force 
at  a  point  about  four  and  a  half  (4J)  miles  from  Dallas.  The  country  on  both 
sides  of  the  road  being  thickly  wooded  and  covered  with  undergrowth,  Geary 
skirmished  heavily  with  the  enemy,  slowly  driving  him,  uatil  Butterfield'a  and 
Williama'a  diviaioa  came  up  and  relieved  Geary's  troops.  Soon  after  the  arrival 
of  Williams,  about  3  p.  m.,  the  column  was  again  put  in  motion,  Williams's 
division  in  advance,  and  although  heavily  engaged,  drove  the  enemy  steadily 
before  it  into  his  entrenchmentB.  Our  loas  was  heavy,  hnt  it  is  believed  that 
the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  much  greater.  Shortly  after  3  p.  m,  the  head  of 
Howard's  column  got  within  supporting  distance  of  Hooker's  corps,  and  Newtou'a 
division  was  placed  in  position  on  Hooker's  left  about  6  p.  m.,  aad  by  morning 
the  whole  of  Howard's  corps  was  in  position  on  the  left  of  Hooker.  The  roads 
were  so  full  of  wagona  that  Palmer's  corpa  could  not  get  into  poaition  by  tbe 


>y  Go  Ogle 


EEPOKT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS.         217 

night  of  the  25th,  but  oa  the  morning  of  the  86tb,  Johnson's  division  of  the  14tli 
coijis  was  moved  up  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Hooker's  and  Howard's  com- 
iHjuids,  and  was  posted  in  reserve.  Davis's  division  14th  corps  (which  had 
reported  hack  to  its  command,  it  having  been  relieved  at  Eome  by  troops  from 
the  army  of  Tennessee)  was  sent  by  General  Palmer  to  move  on  Dallas  by  the 
most  direct  road  from  where  he  then  was,  to  support  General  McPhersoa's  com- 
mand, and  communicate  with  the  right  of  General  Hooker,  Balrd's  division  of 
the  14th  corps  was  left  at  Burnt  Hickory  to  protect  the  trains  at  that  point,  and 
the  reaj  of  the  army.  McOook's  division  of  cavalry  met  the  enemy's  cavalry 
on  the  road  leading  from  Burnt  Hickory  to  Marietta,  near  its  intersection  with 
the  lower  Dallas  and  Altoona  road.  McCook's  troopa  skirmished  heavily  with 
the  force  opposing  them,  inflicting  on  them  considerable  loss,  aad  capturing 
fifty-two  prisoners,  from  whom  it  was  ascertained  that  the  whole  of  Wheeler's 
cavalry  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  rebel  army.  The  left  of  General  Howard's 
corps  was  swung  around  to  the  right,  occupying  a  line  of  hills  running  nearly 
perpendicularly  to  the  line  occupied  by  Hooker  on  the  25th,  thereby  threaten- 
ing the  enemy's  right.  The  23d  army  corps,  Major  General  Sehofield  com- 
manding, was  posted  on  the  left  of  my  command,  Sehofield's  left  extending  to 
and  covering  the  road  leading  from  Altoona  to  Dallas,  ma  New  Hope  chnrch. 
There  was  light  skirmishing  all  day  whilst  Howard  and  Sehofield  were  working 
into  position,  and  at  dark  on  the  26th  'Howard's  left  connected  with  Sehofield's 
right.  In  the  mean  time  trains  were  brought  up,  and  rations  and  ammunition 
issued  where  practicable.  Strong  breastworks  were  thrown  up  all  along  the 
line,  the  men  working  cheerfully,  and  prepared  to  resist  any  attack  the  enemy 
might  see  fit  to  make. 

On  the  37th,  in  accordance  with  instructions  given  by  the  major  general 
commanding  the  military  division,  Hooker's  and  Howard's  corps  pressed  the 
enemy,  supported  by  considerable  artillery  firing.  Wood's  division  of  How- 
ard's corps,  supported  by  Johnson's  division  of  Palmer's  corps,  was  moved  to 
the  left  of  Sehofield's  line  and  swung  round  towards  the  right,  attacking  the 
enemy's  right  flank  and  driving  him  to  hia  rifle  pits,  with  considei-able  loss, 
however,  to  our  troopa.  Our  men  had  to  contend  with  an  almost  hidden  foe, 
Iho  ground  being  cut  up  into  ravines  and  covered  by  a  dense  forest  filled  with 
undergrowth ;  but  notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  officers  and 
men  did  their  work  nobly,  and  having  secured  a  position,  were  not  to  be  moved 
from  it.  The  enemy  came  out  of  his  works  in  front  of  Newton's  division  of 
Howard's  corps,  attacking  Wagner's  and  Kimball's  brigades,  but  was  driven 
hack,  after  a  short  and  warm  contest.  Geueral  Davis  occupied  Dallas  with  hifl 
division  on  the  aftemoou  of  the  27th,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  and  driving 
him  as  far  as  he  could  without  losing  his  connexion  with  General  McPherson. 
Davis  reported  that  after  skirmishing  all  the  afternoon  fae  developed  the  enemy 
in  force  and  strongly  posted  in  front  of  his  (Davis's)  left,  with  a  battery  in 
position  on  a  hill  commanding  the  road  between  him  and  General  Hooker. 
Davis  had,  however,  eat  a  road  through  the  forest  to  his  rear  by  which  he  could 
communicate  Bafely  with  Hooker.  During  the  night  of  the  27th  the  enemy 
attacked  Davis  and  was  repulsed  after  a  sharp  fight,  leaving  behind  him  a  few 
wounded  and  twenty-seven  (27)  prisoners,  belonging  mostly  to  Polk's  corps. 
By  this  time  it  had  been  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt  that  Johnston  had  his 
whole  army  with  him,  strengthened  by  Polk's  command  and  detachments  sent 
from  various  points  to  re-enforce  him.  He  had  taken  up  a  strong  position, 
which  he  was  steadily  strengthening  with  earthworks,  evidently  with  the  deter- 
mination to  make  a  firm  stand  where  he  then  was. 

On  the  28th  our  line  stood  as  follows  :  Hooker'B  corps  (20th)  on  the  right, 
with  Davis's  division  of  Palmer's  corps  still  on  his  right,  but  acting  aa  a  support 
to  the  army  of  the  Tennessee ;  two  divisions  of  Howard's  corps  (4th}  on  the 
left  of  Hooker;  thou  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  Major  General  Sehofield  commanding  , 
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Wood's  division  of  Howard's  corps  on  tlie  left  of  Sehofield'a  command,  wiJli 
Johnaon's  division  of  Palmer's  corps  on  the  left  of  Wood ;  Stoneman'a  division 
of  cavalry  holding  a  hill  to  the  left  of  Johnson,  and  then  McOook's  division  of 
cavalry,  holding  the  road  leading  from  Burnt  Church  to  Marietta,  via  Golgotha, 
and  guarding  the  left  of  the  army.  During  the  S8th  there  wae  considerable 
artillery  firing,  with  akirmishiag  at  intervals  during  tlie  day  aod  night. 

During  the  night  of  the  S9th  the  enemy  felt  our  line  at  several  points,  with- 
out making  a  serious  attack  at  any  one  place ;  they  found  our  men  vigilant 
and  fully  prepared  for  them. 

Owing  to  the  cloae  proximity  of  the  enemy's  lines  to  the  right  of  ours,  neither 
McPheraon  nor  Davis  could  withdraw  from  their  positions  without  being  attacked 
and  forcefl  to  return,  so  that  the  project  of  using  their  commands  to  relieve 
Hooker,  Howard,  and  Schofield,  allowing  these  latter  to  take  post  oa  the  left 
of  the  line,  conld  not  be  carried  out,  although  three  attempts  at  a  withdrawal 
were  made  by  McPhersoa  and  Davis  on  the  nights  of  the  29th,  30th,  and  3lst. 
In  the  meanwhile  the  position  of  the  army  remained  unchanged  np  to  the  31st, 
our  skirmishers  and  those  of  the  enemy  exchanging  occasional  shots. 

The  detailed  reports  of  the  subordinate  commanders  will  he  forwarded  as 
soon  as  handed  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  consolidated  return  of  casualties  for 
the  month,  as  also  a  return  of  prisoners  captured,  and  a  list  of  captured  property 
and  ammunition  expended. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  M.  Sawyeii, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


Report  of  casualties  in  the  army  of  the  Cwmberland  during  May,  1S64. 
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The  report  of  the  4th  army  corps  is  to  June  5th.  Of  the  SS4  missing  S55  are 
fi-om  General  Wood's  division,  and  were  lost  at  Pickett's  mills,  May  37th. 
General  Wood  says  :  "I  am  folly  satisfied  that  nearly  the  whole  of  them  were 
either  kilted  outright  on  the  field,  or  were  wounded  and  could  not  be  brought 
away,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy." 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  Oeneral  C 
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Ijist  of  carmmi,  arms,  aecowirements,  ^c.,  captured  from  the  enemy  and  collected 
from  the  battle-feld  dnring  the  month,  of  May,  1864. 

CANNON. 

Ifoui;  13-ponuder  guns,  bronze;  four  6-pouncIcr  gmia,  ii'ou. 

GUN-CAHHIAGES. 

Four  13-ponnder  gun-carriages  and  limbers;  four  6-poander  gun-carriages 
and  limbers ;  two  battery  wagons ;  also  several  limbers,  spare  wheels,  ammuni- 
tion chests,  and  spare  parts  of  carriages. 

SMALL-AH.MS. 

Two  thousand  and  seventy-two  Enfield  rifles,  calibre  57 ;  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  ten  Springfield  rifles,  calibre  58 ;  four  hundred  and  eighty-four 
Austrian  rifles,  calibre  54 ;  four  hundred  and  sixty  smooth-bore  muskets,  calibre 
69 ;  twenty-eight  Confederate  rifles,  calibre  58 ;  fifty-nine  siege  rifles ;  three 
Prussian  muskets,  calibre  69  ;  one  riharp's  carbine,  calibre  52  ;  one  Colt's  rifle, 
calibre  56 ;  also  several  musket  barrels. 

INFANTRY  ACCOUTREMENTS. 

One  thousand  and  nine  hxmdred  and  nineteen  cartridge  boxea  and  plates; 
eight  huadred  and  eighty-two  caitridge  box  belts  and  platea ;  one  thousand  and 
twenty -tbree  waist  belts  and  plates ;  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three  bayonet 
scabbards;  nine  hundred  and  eighty -two  cap  pouches. 

A.MMUNITION    EXPENDED  DURING  THE  MO.\TH  OF  MAY,  18i)4. 

Total  number  of  i-ounde  of  SO-pounder  Parrott,  434 ;  total  number  of  roands 
of  24-poander  howitzer,  2;  total  number  of  rounds  of  12-poMnder  gun,  5,221; 
total  number  of  rounds  of  10-pounder  Parrott,  2,477;  total  number  of  rounds 
of  3-inch,  3,745;  total  number  of  i-ounds  of  artillery  ammunition,  11,879;  total 
number  of  rounds  of  E-  B.  cartridges,  2,608,210 ;  total  number  of  rounds  of 
Spencer  rifle,  3,000 ;  total  number  of  rounds  of  Colt's  rifle,  2,500 ;  total  number 
of  rounds  of  small-arms  ammunition,  ;s;,613,710; 

T.  R.  BAYLOR, 
Cajitairt  and  CMof  of  Ordnance,  Dep't  of  Cumberland. 


hbadciuarters  department  of  the  cumberland, 
Office  Provost  Marshal  General, 
Brimn's  Mill  Creek,  Ga.,  Jme  4, 1864. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  the  number  of  prisoners  of 
war  and  deserters  disposed  of  by  the  assistant  provost  marshals  general  at  Nash- 
ville and  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  which  have  been  received  by  them  during 
the  month  of  May,  1864. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  PARKHUEST, 
Colonel  and  Provost  Marshdl  General. 
Brigadier  General  Wm.  I).  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Of  these  were  received  from  4tli  army  corps 
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OPEEATIONS  DURING  JUNE,  1864. 


Hbadcihart 


SHS  Dkpaktmknt  of  the  Cumberland, 

In  tke  Jield,  July  16,  1864. 
to  report  tte  oporationa  of  my  command  for  tlie 


Colonel  :  I  have  the  Lom 
month  of  June,  as  follows : 

June  1. — Hooker's,  Howard's,  and  Palmer's  corps  were  confronting  the  ene- 
my's position  at  Kew  Hope  church,  near  Dallas,  Georgia,  with  McCook'a  divi- 
sion of  cavalry  on  the  left  of  the  army,  guarding  the  approaches  from  the 
direction  of  Ackworth  and  Marietta. 

June  2. — General  Hooker's  corps  having  been  relieved  in  the  position  it 
occupied  on  the  right  of  my  army  by  General  McPherson'a  troops,  moved  in 
support  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  Major  General  SchofieJd  commanding,  and 
occupied  the  hills  on  ihe  extreme  left  of  lay  line,  which  had  been  previously 
held  by  Stoneman's  and  McCook's  divisions  of  cavalry,  McCook  taking  post  on 
the  left  of  Schofteld  on  the  Dallas  and  Ackworth  road.  Baird's  division  of 
Palmer's  corps  moved  np  from  Burnt  Hickory  and  took  up  a  position  in  reserve 
behind  Johnson's  division  of  the  same  corps,  Davis's  division  of  Palmer's 
corps  relieved  General  Schofield's  troops  at  the  same  time  that  General  Hooker 
•was  relieved  by  General  McPherson's  command.  As  soon  as  the  troops  got 
into  their  positions,  Schofield's  and  Hooker's  corps,  and  Baird'a  division  of 
Palmer's  corps,  swung  round  towai-ds  the  right,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  as 
they  advanced,  gaining  some  ground,  which  they  immediately  prepared  to  hold. 
Howard's  corps,  on  the  right  of  my  line,  occupied  the  enemy's  attention,  and  was 
held  in  readiness  to  follow  the  general  movement  against  the  enemy's  right. 

June  3. — General  Palmer  advanced  Baird's  division  ahout  a  mile  in  a  soutli- 
eaaterly  direction,  and  General  Hooker  moved  Butterfleld's  and  Geary's  division;! 
toward  the  Ackworth  and  Dallas  road,  sending  one  brigade  to  take  and  hold  thi; 
bridge  across  Altoona  creek,  four  miles  southwest  from  Altoona.  General  E, 
M.  McCook,  with  his  division  of  cavalry,  took  position  on  the  direct  road  from 
Dallas  to  Ackworth,  at  the  crossing  of  Altoona  ci-eek,  one  and  a  half  mile  south 
of  and  above  the  crossing  held  by  General  Hooker's  troops;  scouts  were  sent 
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into  Ack  worth,  reaching  thereat  11  a.  m.,  finding  the  town  nearly  deserted; 
they  captured  a  few  of  the  enemy's  videttea.  On  reaching  the  new  positions 
the  troops  were  immediately  set  to  work  strengthening  them  hy  breastworks  of 
logs,  whilst  continual  skirmishing  was  being  kept  up  with  the  enemy. 

Puring  the  night  of  the  4th  the  enemy  fell  hack  from  our  front,  his  works 
being  fottod  completely  evaenated  on  the  moi-ning  of  the  6tb.  After  a  careM 
tecouaoisBance  of  the  ground  lately  occupied  by  him,  the  conclusioa  was  that 
he  htid  fallen  back  in  the  direction  of  Big  Shanty,  a  point  on  the  railroad  about 
six  miles  from  Marietta. 

June  6. — General  Hooker  moved  his  command  to  the  vicinity  of  McLane'a 
house  on  the  Sandtown  road,  near  its  intersectiou  with  the  Burnt  Hickory  and 
Manetta  road,  and  about  three  miles  southwest  from  Ackworth ;  General  Palmer's 
corps  was  posted  on  General  Hooker's  left,  Palmer's  left  resting  on  Proctor's 
creek ;  General  Howard's  corps  in  the  vicinity  of  Durham's  bouse.  By  direction 
of  the  major  general  commanding  the  military  division,  the  whole  command 
remained  in  the  above  position  until  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant.  In  the 
meantime  the  railroad  was  completed  through  to  Ackworth,  and  rations  and 
ammunition  were  replenished. 

June  9. — General  E.  M.  McCook,  commanding  first  division  of  cavalry,  made 
a  reconnoissauce  towards  the  enemy's  position  in  oar  front.  After  passing  two 
miles  beyond  the  pickets  of  the  20th  army  corps,  he  came  npon  those  of  the 
enemy  on  the  Marietta  side  of  Altoona  creek,  and  drove  them  in  upon  a  heavier 
line  about  a  mile  beyond,  coming  ia  view  of  the  enemy's  camp  on  Pine  bill, 
where  they  appeared  in  force. 

June  10. — Palmer's  corps  moved  out  of  camp  on  a  road  running  in  a  south- 
easterly direction,  passing  by  Owens's  house,  and  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted 
on  Pine  hill,  skirmishing  with  him  until  dark.  Howard's  corps  moved  on  the 
Burnt  Hickory  and  Mai-ietta  road,  and  took  post  oa  the  right  of  Palmer  in  front 
of  Pine  hill.  Hooker's  corps  moved  on  the  same  road  with  General  Howard's 
command. 

June  11. — The  commands  of  Generals  Howard  and  Palmer  moved  to  the  left 
and  slightly  in  advance  of  their  position  of  yesterday.  General  Palmer's  left 
resting  on  the  railroad  and  connecting  with  the  right  of  General  McPherson's 
array.  The  enemy  was  found  to  be  strongly  posted  on  a  line  of  hills  running 
west  from  Kenesaw  mountain  to  Lost  mountain,  with  a  strong  advanced  work 
on  Pine  hill.  The  approaches  to  this  position  were  over  a  very  broken  and 
thickly  wooded  country,  which  two  days  of  rain  had  rendered  almost  impassable. 

June  14. — Palmer's  corps  and  the  left  of  Howard's  pushed  forward  to  a  posi- 
tion about  a  mile  in  advance  of  their  line  established  on  the  11th,  Howard's 
right  being  already  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy's  position  on  Pine  hill. 

Jmie  15. — The  enemy  having  evacuated  Pine  hill  during  the  night,  it  was 
occupied  by  General  Howard's  troops  early  in  the  day ;  about  noon  General 
Hooker's  corps,  on  the  right  of  Pine  hill,  advanced  against  the  enemy's  position 
directly  in  his  front,  driving  him  to  his  main  works  after  very  heavy  skirmishing 
and  considerable  loss.  Howard's  corps  also  moved  against  the  enemy  on  the 
left  of  Pine  hill,  and  succeeded  in  driving  him  to  his  main  fortification.  Both 
Hooker  and  Howard  established  themselves  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  main  line,  and  immediately  secured  the  position  gained.  The  right  of 
Palmer's  corps  moved  in  connexion  with  General  Howard's  left. 

J-une  16. — Hooker  and  Howard  remained  in  the  positions  taken  op  by  them 
yesterday,  their  skirmishers  being  close  up  to  those  of  the  enemy,  keeping  up 
a  steady  fire  all  day.  Palmer  advanced  his  centre  division  a  short  distance 
towards  the  enemy's  works,  shortening  and  more  nearly  perfecting  the  line 
established  by  yesterday's  operations.  Batteries  were  placed  at  commanding 
points  along  the  entire  line,  and  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  on  the  enemy's  works 
and  camps. 
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Jane  17. — Having  ascertained  during  the  niglit  that  tlie  enemy  liad  evacuated 
his  main  line  of  works,  the  4th  and  20th  corps  were  advanced  early  in  the 
morning,  paaaing  over  the  fortifications  lately  occupied  hy  the  enemy,  and,  swing- 
ing around  towards  the  southeast,  pi-oceeded  until  their  akirmiahera  came  upon 
those  of  the  eaemy,  whose  main  force  was  posted  on  a  line  of  hills  bordering 
Mud  creek,  on  the  Marietta  side  of  it,  ruuning  nearly  perpendicular  to  their  earth- 
works lately  abandoned  and  ia  a  aouthweaterly  direction  from  the  Keneaaw 
mountain.  The  right  of  Palmer  moved  in  conformity  with  Howard's  corps, 
keeping  up  tJie  connexion  with  the  left  of  it,  while  Palmer's  left  still  rested  on 
the  riulroad  in  front  of  Keneaaw,  connecting  at  that  point  with  the  right  of  the 
army  of  the  Tennessee.  Hooker's  right  rested  a  little  in  advance  of  Parby'a 
house  on  the  Sandtown  road,  nearly  five  miles  dne  west  from  Marietta. 

Part  of  General  Howard's  troops  in  the  centre,  under  the  fire  of  a  heavy 
cannonade  previously  ordered,  charged  the  enemy's  outer  rifle  pits,  and  effected 
a  lodgement  in  the  wooda  close  up  to  Lis  main  line.  During  the  night  the 
enemy  made  two  attacka  upon  this  force  and  was  repulsed  each  time. 

General  McOook's  division  of  cavalry  turned  the  enemy's  left  during  the 
afternoon,  driving  his  cavalry  across  Mud  creek  on  the  Dallas  and  Marietta 
road,  to  within  siz  miles  of  Marietta,  aud  capturing  two  hospitals  contaiaing 
five  oificers  and  thirty-five  enlisted  men,  fourteen  nurses,  and  two  surgeons. 

Jvm,e  18. — At  4  a.  m.  Wood's  division  of  Howard's  corps  presaed  up  close  to 
the  enemy's  works,  finding  him  still  in  force.  Shortly  after,  the  right  of  Howard's 
skirmishers,  strongly  supported,  advanced  suddenly  and  carried  an  intrenched 
line  of  rebel  works,  capturing  about  fifty  prisoners.  The  enemy  tried  hard  to 
i-egain  the  ground,  but  failed  in  eveiy  attempt  they  made. 

Howard's  men  pressed  the  enemy  so  closely  that  he  could  not  throw  out  skir- 
miahei-a  from  his  works,  while  our  pickets,  and  at  some  points  our  main  line,  kept 
up  such  a  well  directed  fire  of  musketry  that  the  rebels  could  not  Hse  their 
artillery.  During  the  day  and  night  batteries  were  worked  into  positions  from 
which  the  enemy's  works  could  be  enfiladed  should  he  remain  in  them  till 
morning. 

Jime  19. — At  6  a.  m.  each  of  my  corps  commanders  notified  me  that  the 
rebels  had  fallen  back  from  our  front,  aud  an  advance  of  the  whole  line  was 
immediately  ordered ;  Howard's  troops  came  up  with  the  enemy  at  7  a.  m.,  on 
the  Burnt  Hickory  and  Marietta  road,  finding  Lim  posted  on  a  line  of  ridges 
juat  west  of  Marietta,  and  apparently  in  strong  force.  Skirmished  with  him 
nearly  all  day,  capturing  two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  among  whom  were 
fourteen  commissioned  officers.  General  Palmer  formed  his  corps  on  the  left  of 
Howard's,  close  up  to  the  base  of  Kenesaw  mountain.  General  Hooker  came 
up  with  the  enemy  across  Noses  creek,  on  the  Dallas  and  Marietta  road,  strongly 
posted  on  a  line  of  ridges,  evidently  a  continuation  of  those  in  General  Howard's 
front;  skirmishing  waa  kept  up  along  the  line  until  dark,  the  troop  a  in  the 
mean  time  getting  well  into  position. 

June  30. — Woods'a  and  Newton's  divisiona  of  Howard's  coi^ps  were  moved 
to  the  right  to  relieve  Williams's  and  Geaiy's  divisions  of  Hooker's  corps,  posted 
across  the  Dallas  and  Marietta  road,  near  Guas's  house ;  the  movement  being 
made  in  order  to  enable  General  Hooker  to  operate  more  strongly  against  the 
enemy's  left  flank,  and  at  the  same  time  co-operate  with  and  support  General 
Schoiield's  army,  which  was  nearly  two  miles  distant  on  the  Sandtown  road, 
endeavoring  to  cross  Noses  creek,  the  enemy  disputing  his  passage.  Stanley's 
division  of  Howard's  corps  carried  a  hil!  to  the  right  of  the  Burnt  Hickory  and 
Marietta  I'oad,  driving  the  enemy  from  hia  skirmish  rifle-pits  and  into  his 
main  works.  The  position  gained  was  immediately  strengthened  by  breast- 
works, which  were  scarcely  completed  when  the  enemy  in  strong  force  assaulted 
Stanley  and  waa  quickly  repulsed  wiih  severe  loss.  He  made  a  second  attack 
in  less  than  half  an  hour  afterwai-ds  and  was  again  driven  off,  our  men  capturing 
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abont  twenty  piisonera ;  at  dwk  the  riglit  of  Palmer  connected  with  General 
H'  ward's  left 

Jte  e  21  — Ceneral  Hoiv  a  d  a  t  ps  can-ied  a  hill  about  700  yards  in  advauce 
of  tl  e  pos  t  on  ga  ned  he  r  ght  bet  e  his  maia  lino  was  moved  up  about  500 
J  a  Is  fo  -t  fy  ng  tl  e  j  o"*  t  o  under  terrible  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy,  our 
L  m  si  ers  ak  ng  po  seas  on  of  an  ntrencbed  line  lately  occupied  by  the 
nemy  a  umber  of  p  sone  a  we  e  captured,  and  the  conduct  of  the  troops 
a  ad  n  "able  Gene  al  Hooker  8  t  oops  carried  and  occupied  a  prominent  hill 
about  500  yards  la  advance  ot  hia  old  line,  and  there  connected  hia  left  with 
General  Howard's  right. 

Jime  22. — Williams's  division  of  Hooker's  corps  skirmished  itself  into  position 
on  the  right  of  Geary's  division,  the  right  of  WiUiams  resting  at  Cnlp's  house, 
on  the  Powder  Spring  and  Marietta  road.  About  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  in  heavy 
force  attacked  Knipe's  brigade  ic  its  advanced  position  before  his  men  had  time 
to  throw  up  any  works,  and  persisted  in  the  assault  until  sundown,  when  they 
withdrew,  their  ranks  hopelessly  broken,  each  assault  having  been  repelled 
with  heavy  loss.  "While  this  attack  on  Hooker  was  in  progi-ess  the  enemy 
opened  heavily  with  aitiUery  along  our  whole  line,  to  which  we  answered  fnlly 
to  his  satisfaction,  our  practice  being  very  line.  After  dark  General  Howaid'a 
left-,  Stanley's  division,  was  relieved  by  King's  division  of  the  14th  corp^ 
Stanley  in  torn  relieving  the  left  division  of  Hooker's  corps,  whi  h  a  t  a 
ferred  further  to  the  right. 

June  23. — It  having  been  found  desirable  to  gain  possession  of  a  p  m  n  ut 
liili  a  short  distance  in  advance  of  Stanley's  position,  on  Howard'  ht  d 
tions  were  given  to  the  latter  to  advance  a  strong  skirmish  line  t  a  Is  th 
enemy's  works  in  front  of  Stanley's  and  Newton's  divisions,  and  if  f  nl  p  a 
ticable  without  too  much  saciifice  to  carry  the  hill  by  assault.  Th  n  v  m  nt 
was  preceded  by  a  heavy  cannonade  from  Howard's  batteries  and  pa  t  f 
Hooker's,  lasting  fifieen  minutes;  Stanley's  skirmishers  carried  th  my 

skirmish  rifle-pits,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners,  but  could  not  ga  u  th  ma  n 
works  on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  They  held  the  ground  gained  until  aJFter  nightfall, 
when,  being  attacked  in  front  and  flank  by  a  greatly  superior  force,  Stanly  wM 
obliged  steadily  to  fall  hack  to  the  position  he  occupied  in  the  afternoon  previous 
to  the  advance.  On  the  centre  and  left  of  Howard  the  advanced  line  secured 
themselves  in  their  positions  and  were  able  to  hold  them, 

June  25. — Davis's  division  of  Palmer's  corps,  being  on  the  extreme  left  of  my 
army,  was  relieved  by  troops  from  General  i.lcPherson's  ai'my,  and  moved  to  a 
position  in  reserve  behind  the  right  of  Howard's  line.  This  change  was  effected 
after  dark,  and  by  daylight  on  the  36th  Davis's  troops  had  reached  the  position 
a&eigned  them.  Baird's  division  of  Palmei-'s  corps,  being  relieved  by  troops 
from  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  was  also  withdrawn  from  its  position  in  line  in 
front  of  Ivenesaw  mountain,  and  moved  during  the  night  of  the  26th  to  a  position 
in  reserve  near  that  occupied  by  Davis's  troops, 

jMfce  27. — At  8  a.  m.  tte  enemy's  works  were  assanlted  at  two  pouits, 
one  in  front  of  Newton's  division  of  Howard's  corps,  and  the  other  in  front  of 
Davis's  division  of  Palmer's  corps;  Davis  having  relieved  the  right  division 
(Stanley's)  of  Greneval  Howard's  line,  Stanley  moved  his  command  a  short 
distance  to  the  left,  and  acted  as  a  support  to  Newton's  division  in  its  assault 
on  the  works.  Wood's  division  being  in  reserve.  Davis's  assault  was  supported 
by  Baird's  division  of  Palmer's  corps  on  the  right,  and  Hooker's  whole  corps 
was  held  in  readiness  to  support  the  movements  of  Palmer's  and  Howard's 
commands.  Althongh  the  troops  were  enabled  to  drive  the  enemy  in  his  main 
works,  and  reached  that  point  with  their  main  line,  they  were  unable  to  carry  the 
positions,  on  account  of  the  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  canister  brought  to 
bear  upon  them  at  short  range,  bnt  held  the  ground  gained.  Our  loss  was  1,580 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  BQm,e  of  onr  men  being  shot  while  on  the  parapet 
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of  tho  enemy's  worka.  We  took  130  prisoners.  General  Davis  ii 
commenced  fortifying  in  his  advanced  position,  at  the  distance  of  about  75  yards 
from  the  enemy's  fortifications,  covering  the  working  parties  with  such  a  heavy 
and  well-directed  fire  of  musketry  that  the  enemy  could  not  molest  them  in 
their  operations.  About  midnight  on  the  29th  the  enemy  attacked  Davis,  over- 
whelming his  skirmishers  and  driviag  them  back,  when  they  rallied  and  drove 
the  rebels  back  again  to  their  works. 

During  the  29th  and  30th  all  remained  comparatively  quiet  along  the  line, 
the  skirmishers  in  the  most  advanced  positions  only  eschanging  occasional  shots 
with  the  enemy. 

Throughout  the  month  the  enemy's  cavalry,  in  email  parties,  Msisted  by 
guerillas  and  disloyal  citizens,  have  been  prowling  along  the  railroad  between 
Chattanooga  and  the  pointa  occupied  by  the  main  arnly.  On  a  few  occasions 
they  succeeded  in  burning  one  or  two  unimportant  bridges,  and  attacked  several 
trains  passing  over  the  road,  burning  a  fow  cars.  The  troops  along  the  railroad 
were  always  on  the  alert,  rendering  it  difScalt  for  any  very  serious  damage  to 
be  perpetrated.  All  breaks  or  interferences  to  ti'avel  were  speedily  removed  by 
the  well -organized  eonstrnctioa  party,  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of 
Colonel  W.  W.  Wright,  (forty-fourth  United  States  colored,)  chief  engineer 
military  railroads  of  the  military  division. 

I  have  the  honor  hereto  to  annex  a  consolidated  list  of  casnaUies  for  the 
month,  a  return  of  prieoneva  captured,  and  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended. 

The  detailed  report  of  the  suDordinate  commanders  will  be  forwarded  as  soon 
as  handed  in. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  year  obedient  sei-vant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  Slates  Volun-teera,  CornmandAng. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  M.  Sawybr, 

Auislant  Adjutant  General,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 
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Headhuartf.ks  Depart.ment  of  TEiE  Cumberland, 

Near  Kmesaw  Mountain,  July  2,  1864. 


Report  of  ammunition  expended  by  iJit  army  of  the  Uumherland  during  the  month 

of  June,  1864. 

Total  number  of  rounds  of  20- pounder  Parrotts,  186;  total  number  of  rounds 

of  24-pounder  howitzer,  16;  total  number  of  rounds  of  12-ponnder  guns,  10,153; 
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total  nifmber  of  rounds  of  lO-pounder  Parrotta,  8,194;  total  niimliei'  of  rourida 
of  3-mch,  10,002;  total  number  of  rouuda  of  artillery  ammunition,  28,551; 
E,  B.  cartridges,  calibre  57  7,  3,543,000;  Spencer  rifle  cartridges,  40,536; 
Colt's  rifle  cartridges,  3,970;  total  number  of  (^mall-arm  ammunition,  3,590,577. 


Report  of  arms,  accowlrements,  i^.,  captured,  lost,  and  hecominq  suj 
artn^of  the  CuTnberland.Jor  the  TnimtJi  of  June,  1864. 
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Report,  of  prisoners  of  war  and  deserters  from  the  rchel  army,  rcceiced  and 
disposed  <f  during  the  month  of  June,  1S64. 
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0per.\,tions  during  july  and  august,  13g4. 

Headutjabtbrs  Department  of  the  Cumbebland, 

Avgtisl  17,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  for  the 
month  of  July  as  follows: 

The  position  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  July 
remaiaed  as  establifihed  immediately  after  the  assault  on  the  enemy's  works  ou 
the  27th  of  June.  Hooker's  corps  on  the  right,  his  right  connecting  with  the 
left  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio  near  Culp'a  house,  on  the  Powder  Spring  and  Mari- 
etta road  ;  Palmer's  corps  in  the  centre,  except  Eing's  division,  which  occupied 
the  works  on  the  left  of  Howard's  corps,  and  connected  with  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee  at  the  Burnt  Hickory  aud  Marietta  road,  in  advance  of  York's  house. 

The  first  division  of  cavalry.  Brigadier  General  E.  M.  McCook  commanding, 
was  operating  on  the  right  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  and  protecting  that  flank  ; 
tlie  second  division  of  cavalry,  Bngadier  General  R.  Gan-ard  commanding,  was 
still  detached  from  my  army  and  operating  under  instructions  fi-om  the  command- 
ing general  of  the  military  division  of  the  Miasiasippi,  and  the  third  division, 
Colonel  W.  W.  Lowe  commanding,  was  stationed  oa  the  railroad  hetiveen 
Cartersviile  and  Dalton,  scouting  the  country  thoroughly  between  thi'se  two 
points.  The  troops  of  Generals  Hooker,  Howard,  and  Palmer  had  worked 
themselves,  at  considerable  coat  of  life  and  labor,  into  positions  close  up  to  tlie 
euemy'a  fortifications,  at  some  points  within  a  hundred  yards,  and  everywhere 
m  near  that  tliey  could  advance  no  further  without  makmg  a  direct  aasault  oa 
almost  impregnable  works.  It  was  then  decided  by  tlie  major  general  command- 
ing the  militaiy  division  to  leave  my  command  where  it  then  was,  to  hold  the 
onemy  in  check,  carefully  watching  his  movemeat,  while  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee would  be  witlidrawn  from  my  left  and  transferred  to  the  right  of  the  army 
of  the  Ohio,  with  a  view  to  torn  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  force  him  from  the 
strong  position  he  held  to  the  southwest  of  Kenesaw  moun'ain.  This  move- 
ment was  in  progress  of  execution  during  the  night  of  the  2d,  when,  about  day- 
light of  the  3d,  each  of  my  corps  commanders  notified  me  that  the  enemy  had 
left  their  respective  fronts,  and  that  our  skirmishers  were  in  possession  of  his 
works.  A  pursuit  was  immediately  ordered  by  different  rentes,  the  concentra- 
tion to  be  at  Marietta,  which  place  was  entered  by  my  troops  about  9  a.  m. 

After  a  short  delay  the  columns  were  again  set  in  motion.  Palmer's  corps 
Ejoving  along  the  railroad  by  the  main  Marietta  and  Atlanta  road,  with  Hooker's 
csijimaiid  on  his  right  and  Howard's  on  his  left,  all  three  within  supporting 
distance  of  each  other.  About  four  miles  out  from  Marietta  they  came  up  with 
the  enemy'a  rear-guard  and  skirmished  with  him  to  near  Ruff's  station,  where  he 
was  found  strongly  posted  in  earthworks,  wliich  had  evidently  beeu  finished 
some  time  previous  with  a  view  to  his  being  obliged  lo  make  his  present 
retrograde  towards  the  Chattahoochee,  The  lines  were  formed,  and  by  nightfall 
the  three  corps  bad  skinnished  themselves  into  position  close  up  to  the  enemy'a 
works,  having  fully  developed  their  situation  and  strength.     Quito  a  number  of 

frisoners  and  stragglers  were  picked  up  duriug  the  day,  about  five  hundred 
eing  reported. 
The  next  morning,,  July  4tb,  the  line  of  battle  was  readjusted,  and  during 
tbe  afternoon  the  enemy's  skiimishers  were  driven  into  hia  main  works,  and 
our  main  line  was  advanced  a  short  distance,  our  skirmishers  intrenching 
themselvea  on  the  line  formerly  occupied  by  thoae  of  the  enemy. 

At  4  a.  m.  on  the  5th,  information  was  received  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
his  fortifications  and  our  troops  were  in  poaseasioa  of  them.  A  pursuit  was  ordered 
and  made  in  three  columns :  Howard's  corps  on  the  left,  coming  up  with  the 
enemy  near  Pace's  ferry  over  the  Chattahoochee,  juat  as  he  had  safely  eff'ected  a 
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crossing  of  the  river  at  tlaat  point  and  had.  cut  loose  the  pontoon  bridge  on  wliieh 
he  had  crossed.  Oar  skirmishers  advanced  to  the  bank  of  the  stream,  and  batteries 
were  placed  in  position  on  the  high  ground  behind,  from  which  they  kept  up  a 
vigorous  shelhng  of  the  opposite  shore.  Palmer's  corps  got  to  within  a  mile 
of  the  riper,  where  he  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  on  a  cominauding  hill, 
occupying  a  strong  eai-tbwork  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  railroad  bridge. 
This  force  was  ascertained  to  be  Hardee's  corps,  General  Hooker  found  con- 
siderable difficulty  iu  crossing  Nickajack  creek,  not  having  effected  it  at 
nightfall.  The  railroad  and  telegraph  were  repaii-ed  and  placed  ia  i-unning 
order  to  Vining's  station,  eight  miles  south  of  Marietta. 

On  the  6th  Hooker's  corps  crossed  to  the  east  side  of  Nickajack  creek, 
the  commands  of  Palmer  and  Howard  remaining  in  the  saoie  position  as  yester- 
day ;  MeCook's  cavalry  took  posessiou  of  Power's  ferry,  about  five  miles  from 
Pace's  ferry.  The  corps  commanders  were  directed  to  remain  as  at  present 
posted,  caroping  their  commands  ia  the  shade  as  much  as  possible  and  resting 
tlie  men  all  they  could.  In  the  mean  time  details  were  directed  to  be  sent  to 
the  reai-  to  procure  clothing,  &c.,  of  which  the  troops  stood  sorely  in  need. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  given,  a  strong  skirmish  liue  was  advanced  on 
the  9th,  to  feel  the  enemy's  position  and  to  ascertain  if  he  were  aiill  in  force  oa 
the  marietta  aide  of  the  river  at  the  railroad  bridge.  His  position  was  fouad  to 
bo  uachanged  since  the  5th  instant.  General  Howard  sent  Newton's  division 
of  his  command  to  the  support  of  Garrard's  division  of  cavalry,  which  had 
seized  Eosewell's  factory  and  the  fords  in  its  vicinity,  Newton  to  be  relieved  by 
troops  from  the  army  of  the  Tenuessee,  then  moving  towards  Koswel!  via. 
Marietta. 

Oti  the  10th  the  enemy  evacuated  his  fortifications  on  oar  side  of  the  river 
and  fell  back  towards  Atlanta,  destroying  in  his  retreat  the  railroad  and  wagon 
bridges.  The  corps  commanders  were  directed  to  throw  forward  a  liue  of  skir- 
mishers and  occupy  the  abandoned  works.  General  Howard  was  directed  to, 
move  to  the  left  with  the  remaiaing  two  divisions  of  the  corps  and  take  post 
within  supporting  distance  of  the  ai'my  of  the  Ohio,  near  the  mouth  of  Soap, 

On  the  12th  Howard's  corps  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  at  Power's  ferry 
and  advanced  to  Abemathy's  house,  where  he  formed  on  the  right  of  the  army 
of  the  Ohio,  which  had  crossed  at  Phillips's  ferry  a  few  days  previous.  A. 
deserter  belonging  to  Walker's  division,  Hardee's  corps,  who  came  into  onr  lines, 
on  the  13th,  stated  that  Johnston's  army  was  stationed  aronnd  Atlanta,  within 
a  circuit  of  four  miles,  and  that  the  fortifications  of  that  place  were  being  rapidly 
strengthened.  In  the  mean  time  the  citizens  were  leaving  for  further  south,  audi 
the  government  property  was  being  removed.  McOook's  division  of  cavalry 
moved  on  the  I5th  to  a  position  near  Vining'a  station  and  went  into  camp,  his. 
iustructions  being  to  post  his  command  along  the  north  hank  of  the  river  between 
Pace's  and  Turner's  ferries,  as  soon  as  the  balance  of  the  troops  had  crossed,, 
and  guard  the  rear  of  the  ai-my. 

On  the  17th,  accoi-ding  to  inatrnctions  given  the  night  previous,  General' 
Howard  sent  Wood's  division  of  his  corps  dowa  along  the  south  bank  of  the 
river  to  a  position  across  the  Pace's  Ferry  road,  leading  to  Atlanta,  to  cover  the 
hj  ing  of  a  pontoon  bridge  at  the  ferry.  As  soon  as  Wood's  troops  had  brushed 
away  the  enemy's  pickets  lining  the  south  bank,  leaving  the  pontoon  traia 
uudni  chaige  of  Colonel  G.  P.  Bnellj  58th  Indiana  volunteers,  was  moved  for- 
^  lid  to  the  river,  and  a  bridge  laid  with  remaikable  celerity  and  precision  by 
11  »  m  aid  shortly  afterwards  a  second.  As  soon  as  the  first  bridge  was 
Lompleled  Palmer's  corps  commenced  crossing,  and  immediately  after  Palmer's, 
f  eneril  H  jker's  command  went  over.  Palmer's  advance  dividoa  (Davis's), 
relieved  "Wood's  division  of  Howard's  command,  and  the  latter  immediately 
proceeded  to  rejoin  the  balance  of  its  corps  at  Aberuathy's  house.    About  a. 
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mile  beyond  the  river  Dsvis'e  division  came  upon  the  enemy  in  some  force, 
posted  among  the  turnings  of  the  hills,  who  fired  npon  bia  advance,  and,  after 
some  show  of  resistance,  fell  back  towards  Nancy's  creek.  The  column  waa 
agaia  set  ia  motion,  and  proceeded  to  near  Eyle'a  bridge,  over  Nancy's  creek, 
where  line  waa  foi-med  by  Palmer's  corps  with  Hooker's  corps  on  its  left. 
Palmer's  skirmishers  being  pushed  owt  from  his  right  towards  tlie  junction  of 
Nancy's  and  Peach  Tree  creeks.     Light  skirmishing  continued  until  dark. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ISth  the  whole  command  crossed  Nancy's  creek,  and 
driving  the  enemy  before  it  in  its  advance,  pushed  forward  to  a  position  in  front 
of  the  old  Peach  Tree  road,  leading  from  Turner's  ferry  to  Decatur  ;  Palmer's 
right  resting  near  the  junction  of  Nancy's  and  Peach  Tree  creeks,  with  Hook- 
er's corps  on  his  left.  Hooker's  left  connecting  with  Howard's  corps  at  Bucit 
Head. 

The  advance  of  Howard's  corps,  moving  down  the  main  road  leading  from 
Buck  Head  to  Atlanta,  reached  the  crossing  of  Peach  Tree  creek  at  6.30  a.  m. 
on  the  19th,  finding  the  bridge  destroyed  and  a  pretty  fair  infantry  work,  con- 
sti'ucted  as  a  hiidge-head  just  beyond,  manned  with  infantry.  During  the  af- 
ternoon a  ci'osaing  was  foiced  by  Wood's  division,  a  short  disttmce  below  the 
Buck  Head  and  Ailanta  road,  and  by  Stanley's  above,  both  divisions  effecting  a 
Jodgement  on  the  sonth  side  by  dark,  the  enemy  stubbornly  resisting  their  ad- 
vance. By  direction  of  the  major  general  com'rtiaudiDg  the  military  division, 
Stanley's  and  Wood's  divisions  of  Howai'd's  command  were  closed  to  the  left 
on  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  which  was  moving  on  a  road  leading  to  Decatur,  leav- 
ing Newton's  division  of  Howard's  corps  to  the  right  of  the  Buck  Head  and  At- 
lanta road. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  parts  of  Hooker's  and  Palmer's  corps  were 
crossed  over  to  the  south  side  of  Peach  Tree  creek,  the  latter  meeting  with 
considerable  resistance.  The  whole  comraand  was  across  at  an  early  hour  on 
the  20th,  and  the  line  was  adjusted.  The  left  and  centre  advanced  to  feel  the 
enemy  during  the  afternoon  and  while  ou  open  ground  and  unprotected  by  any 
works,  were  assaulted  furiously  the  attack  falling  fiist  on  Newton's  division, 
which  gallantly  stood  its  ground  repelling  chaige  after  thaige,  although  his 
left  was  very  much  exposed  thioaghout  the  contest  ther  ce  sweeping  towards 
the  right  they  assaulted  Hookers  corjs  and  the  left  brigade  (ilcGook's)  of 
Johnson's  division  of  Palmers  corps  Fich  assault  of  the  enemy  was  met 
gallantly  by  the  whole  line  an  1  bulled  back  our  men  not  yielding  a  foot  of 
ground.  The  fighting  continued  throughout  the  iftfinoou  untU  sundown,  wheu 
the  enemy,  repulsed  at  all  point?  fell  back  to  hi?  wiiks  Oui  loss  was  severe, 
numbering  1,600  in  killed  and  wounded  hut  judging  fiom  the  number  of  the  en- 
emy's dead  left  on  the  hold  ind  huiied  hy  us  ( '00  being  found  in  Newton's 
front  alone,)  his  loss  must  have  been  much  greater.  We  captured  860  prison- 
ers, of  whom  122  were  wounded,  brides  several  stands  of  colors,  small  arms, 
&c.  Wood's  and  Stanley's  divisions  of  Howard's  corps  drove  the  enemy  from 
two  lines  of  outer  works,  capturing  some  prisoners,  and  developed  a  strong  line 
of  works  still  farther  on,  and  within  three  miles  of  Atlanta. 

Duriug  the  21st  there  was  considerable  skirmishing  along  our  entire  line,  our 
forces  in  the  meantime  crowding  up  to  the  rebel  main  line  of  works,  which  were 
quite  formidable.  During  the  night  of  the  2l3t  the  enemy  fell  back  to  the  for- 
tifications immediately  encircling  the  city  of  Atlanta,  and  at  an  early  hour  on 
the  22d  I  had  disposed  my  troops  confronting  the  new  line  of  defences  taken 
up  by  him.  Palmer's  corps  still  held  the  right  of  my  line,  with  his  left  resting 
near  the  Western  and  Atlantic  railroad,  2J  mites  nortbwest  of  Atlanla,  connect- 
ing at  that  point  with  General  Hooker's  corps,  which  latter  continued  the  liao 
around  to  the  main  Buck  Head  and  Atlantic  road,  where  Howard's  corps  took 
it  wp.;  Howard's  left  connecting  with  General  Schofield's  army  near  Colonel 
Howard's  house,  on  a  road  leading  to  Atlanta,  about  IJ  mile  soutlieast  of  the 
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main  Buck  Head  road.  Tlie  position  clioaen  hy  ua  waa  a  strong  one,  and  by 
nightfall  of  the  aSd  had  been  greatly  strengthened  by  earthworks,  and  it  having 
been  ascertained  that  from  se¥eral  poiota  Atlanta  could  be  reached  with  rifled 
artillery,  orders  were  given  to  keep  up  a  steady  fire  upon  the  town,  night  and 
day.  McOook'a  division  of  cavalry  waa  crossed  to  the  east  side  of  the  river  and 
posted  on  the  right  of  lay  army  along  Proctor's  creek,  exteadiag  over  towards 
Mason  and  Turner's  ferry  on  the  Uhattahoochee, 

General  Rousseau's  expedition  reached  Marietta  on  the  22d  from  Opelika, 
where  he  had  been  sent  to  break  the  West  Point  and  Moatgomeiy  railroad. 
He  left  Decatur,  Alabama,  on  the  10th  instant,  with  a  mountod  force  number- 
ing 2,fi00  men,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  gives  the  result  of  his  expedition 
as  follows : 

"  The  whole  length  of  railroad  destroyed  waa  over  thirty  (30)  miles,  includ- 
ing a  numlier  of  trestle  bridges,  a  water-tank  at  Nota-Su!ga,  the  station  build- 
ings, &c„  at  Opelika,  Aubnrk,  Loachapaka,  and  Nota-Sulga.  and  considerable 
auppliea  and  materials  at  each  of  these  points." 

The  enemy  uuder  Genei-al  Olauton  was  met  at  Ten  Island  foi'd,  on  the  Ooosa 
river,  where  he  endeavored  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  expedition,  but  after  a 
spirited  skirmish  was  driven  off  with  some  losa.  Again,  near  Chehaw  station, 
the  enemy  made  au  effort  to  prevent  the  disablement  of  the  railroad,  but  aftec 
a  stubborn  resistance  waa  obliged  to  retire,  leaving  in  our  hands  about  40  of  his 
dead  and  a  large  number  of  wounded.  The  command  started  from  Opelika  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  l^lth  to  return,  and  marehing  via  Can-olton  aad  Villi  itica, 
reached  Marietta  on  the  22d  withoat  meeting  with  any  opposition.  Although 
General  Eousaeau  received  his  instructions  direct  from  the  major  general  com- 
manding the  military  division,  the  expedition  having  been  made  up  from  troops 
belonging  to  my  eomraand,  I  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  their  operations  of- 
ficially, for  a  detailed  account  of  which  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accom- 
panying of&cial  report  of  Major  General  Rousseau. 

From  the  22d  to  the  28th  of  the  month  the  position  of  my  troops  remained 
unelianged,  with  the  exception  tliat  at  some  points  groaod  was  gained  at  the 
front,  and  the  genei-al  line  shortened.  Good  permanent  bridges  were  construct- 
ed across  the  Chattahoochee  at  Pace's  ferry,  and  at  the  i-culroad  crossing,  the 
pontoon  bridges  at  those  two  points  being  taken  np  and  placed  in  condition  for 
future  movements. 

On  the  29th  Davia's  division  of  Palmer's  corps,  (14th,)  supported  by  Ward's 
division  of  the  20th,  was  sent  to  take  post  on  the  exti-eme  right  of  tlie  army, 
beyond  the  array  of  the  Tennessee,  with  directions  to  puah  out  towards  the 
Macon  and  Western  railroad,  and  endeavor  to  reaeh  it,  if  possible  to  do  so  with- 
out bringing  oa  a  general  engagement.  Davis's  skirmishers  had  not  proceeded 
far  beyond  the  Green's  Ferry  road  when  they  came  upon  those  of  the  enemy 
intrenched.  Line  was  then  formed  in  front  of  the  road,  aad  connexion  estab- 
lished with  the  right  of  the  army  of  the  Tonne^ee.  In  this  position  the  troops 
remained  for  tlie  night.  By  a  reconnoissance  made  on  the  31st  by  Davis's  di- 
vision, it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  between  him  and  the  rail- 
road, and  posted  in  earthworks,  from  which  they  opened  on  him  with  canister. 
After  having  developed  the  enemy's  position,  the  division  returned  to  its  former 
position  along  the  Green's  Ferry  road.  The  third  division  of  cavalry.  Briga- 
dier General  Jadsoa  Kilpatrick  commanding,  stationed  along  the  raih-oad  be- 
tween Cartersville  and  Eeaaca,  has  been  particularly  active  throughout  the 
month,  patroling  and  scouting  the  country  thoroughly,  and  guarding  the  rail- 
road. The  first  and  second  divisions  of  cavalry,  acting  under  instractioas  di- 
rect from  the  m.ijor  general  commanding  the  military  division,  were  absent  oa 
a  movement  against  the  enemy's  communications  towards  Macon  at  the  close  of 
the  month.     Mention  of  their  operations  will  be  made  hereafter. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewitii  a  consolidated  retarn  oC  casualtiea;  a 
return  of  prisoners  and  deserters  received  during  the  month,  and  a  report  from 
the  chief  of  ordnance,  giving  amount  of  ammunition  expended,  &c. 

The  detailed  reports  of  operations  of  the  subordinate  conimanders  will  he  for- 
warded ae  soon  as  banded  in. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General   U.  S.  V.,  Commandwg. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  M.  Sawyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


Report  of  casualties  i? 
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Report  of  arms  captured,  lost,  and  becoming  mrplas  in  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland/or the  month  of  July,  1864. 
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Expendiltires  of  artillery  and  small-ann  ammumiion  tn  (he  arm.y  of  the  Cum- 
berland Jbr  the  month  cyiJing  Jtily  31,  1864. 
Artillery  ammunition. — Nnmber  of  i-oundft  20  poundfi  Parrott, 9,344 ;  number 
of  ronodB  12-ponnder  Pan-ott,  4,115;  number  of  lounds  3-inch  Rodman,  8,261; 
number  of  ronoda  IS-poundcr  liglit  gua,  6,814;  number  of  rounds  24-pouader 
Lowitzer,  185  ;  total  number  rouuile  artillery  ammunition,  21,719. 

Umall-arm  ammunition. — E.  B.  cartridges,  calibre  57  and  58,  2,356,720; 
Henry  rifle  cartridges,  3,000;  Spencer  rifle  cartridges,  41,978;  Colt's  rifle  car- 
tiidgea,  3,710;  total  number  of  rouuda  of  small-arm  ammuaition,  8,304,409. 
T.  G.  BAYLOR. 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Orclnan-.e,  D.  C. 
Near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  31,  1864. 


IlRADdLARTEHS  DkpAKTMENT  OF  THE  CUMBEHLAND, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  Hepiember  13,  1864. 

OuLONEL  :  I  bave  tbe  liouor  to  report  as  follows  the  operatioua  of  my  com- 
mand during  tbe  month  of  August,  1864. 

Oa  tlie  1st  instant  the  ai-my  (jf  the  Cumberland  was  iti  position,  aa  hereto- 
fore reported,  viz :  Palmer's  corps  (14tb)  on  the  right,  posted  between  the 
Turner's  Ferry  road  and  the  Weatern  and  Atlantic  raih-oad,  facing  a  little  sonth 
of  east ;  Williams's  corps  (SOth)  in  the  centre,  extending  from  the  railroad 
iiround  to  tbe  Buck  Head  road  ;  Stanley's  corps  (4th)  on  the  left,  between  the 
Buck  Head  road  and  Howard's  house,  on  roads  leading  from  Buck  Head  and 
Atlanta.  Stanley's  left  being  refused  so  as  to  cover  the  Buck  Head  i-oad,  G-ar- 
rard's  division  of  cavalry  took  post  on  the  left  of  Stanley's  corps,  with  inatnic- 
tions  to  patrol  the  approaches  to  the  left  of  the  army  from  Decatur  and  Ruawell 
factory  ;  Kilpatrick's  divisioa  of  cavalry  was  ordered  to  take  post  on  the  rail- 
road between  iHarietta  and  the  bridge  over  the  Chattahoochee.  The  aimy  of  the 
Cumberland  held  the  left  of  the  grand  line  investing  Atlanta,  besides  sending 
two  divisions  (Ward's  of  the  SOtli,  and  Davis's  of  the  14th)  to  the  support  of 
tlie  troops  of  other  commands,  operating  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  grand 

Major  General  Palmer  was  directed  on  the  2d  to  move  with  the  two  remain- 
ing divisions  of  his  corps  to  «  position  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  army  of  the 
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Oliir),  tlien  opcrsiting  on  tlic  extreme  nglit  towards  East  Poiut;  Brigadier  Goiiera! 
Williams,  commanding  tlie  20tli  corps,  was  directed  to  occupy  tbe  works  va- 
cated by  the  troops  of  G-eneml  Palmer's  command,  on  his  right,  hj  extending 
his  line  in  that  direction,  and  Ward's  division  was  i-ecalled  from  the  support  of 
the  aimy  of  the  Ohio  to  enahlR  General  Williams  more  fully  to  cai-ry  out  tbe 
ahove  inetmctions.  The  withdrawal  of  Palmer's  corps  left  roe  with  the  4th  and 
20th  corps  to  hold  a  line  of  works  nearly  five  miles  in  length,  approaching  at 
some  points  to  within  3{J0  yards  of  the  enemy's  fortifications. 

On  the  3d  Major  General  Stanley  pushed  forward  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers, 
and  succeeded  in  carrying  the  enemy's  picket  line  on  the  wliole  corps  front,  ex- 
cepting on  the  extreme  right  of  his  line,  where  his  men  were  met  hy  a  very 
destructive  fire  of  musketry  and  canister.  The  enemy  opened  from  at  least 
twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  Our  loss  was  ahont  thirty  killed  and  wounded,  but 
we  captured  quite  a  number  of  prisoners,  besides  gaining  considerable  informa- 
tion regarding  the  poaitions  of  the  enemy's  ti'oops  and  fortifications. 

Both  Stanley's  and  Williams's  skirmishers  again  pressed  those  of  the  enemy 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  with  a  view  of  diverting  his  attention  from  the 
movementa  of  the  armies  of  the  Tenneaseo  an  1  of  the  Ohio,  on  our  right.  Pal- 
mer's corps,  which  had  been  placed  in  position  on  the  right  of  the  army  of  tbe 
Ohio  hy  direction  of  Major  General  Sheiman  pushed  out  from  along  Olley's 
creek,  and  pressed  close  up  to  the  enemy  i  work*!  capturing  a  strong  line  of 
rifie-pits,  vigorously  defended.  Our  loss  w  as  considerable,  but  we  took  one 
hundred  and  fiity  prisonera,  and  gained  an  advantageoi  s  position.  At  the  close 
of  the  engagement  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  and  our  own  were  only  thirty 
yards  apart.  Our  main  line  was  moved  up  to  within  four  hundred  yards  of  that 
of  tho  enemy.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  the  enemy  felt  our  line  at  various 
points  from  right  to  left,  seemingly  perabtent  in  his  efforts  to  find  a  weak  point 
m  the  latter  direction — on  the  line  of  Stanley's  corps.  Prom  information  gained 
hy  us  through  vai-ious  sources,  more  or  less  reliable,  we  learned  the  enemy  had 
posted  his  militia,  supported  by  one  division  of  liis  veterans,  on  that  part  of  his 
line  immediately  coatronting  the  4th  and  20th  corps,  and  that  he  used  the  bal- 
ance of  his  army  in  extending  his  line  to  the  left  towai-ds  Hast  Point,  as  our 
movements  in  the  same  direction  threatened  his  possession  of  the  railroad. 
Although  this  necessitated  his  holding  a  large  extent  of  ground,  he  formed  his 
troops  on  very  advantageouB  ridges,  strengthened  hy  works  of  a  most  impregna- 
ble character,  rendering  au  assault  on  our  part  unjustifiable,  from  the  useless 
sacrifice  of  life  it  would  eutail.  While  the  enemy  was  busily  engaged  fortify- 
ing, our  troops  were  not  idle.  Our  position  was  also  soon  rendered  impregnable 
to  assault,  and  a  constant  shelling  of  the  enemy's  fortifications  and  the  city  of 
Atlanta  was  kept  wp  day  and  night.  In  tiie  meanwhile  supplies  of  rations  and 
clothings  were  being  rapidly  accumulated  at  the  front,  and  our  men  enjoyed  a 
season  of  rest — such  rest  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  trenches.  On  the  6th,  Major 
Genera!  John  M.  Palmer  having  been  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  14th 
army  corps  at  his  owa  request,  Brigadier  General  E.  W.  Johnson,  tho  senior 
division  commander,  took  command  of  the  corps. 

On  the  7th,  under  General  Johnson's  direction,  the  corps  advanced  upon  the 
enemy's  works  in  his  front,  and  moving  rapidly  carried  the  first  line  of  rifle-pits, 
capturing  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  prisoners,  and  driving  the  enemy  to 
their  main  works.  The  entire  line  of  the  14th  corps  wm  then  advanced  and 
fortified.  Our  loss  during  the  6th  and  7tb,  in  the  14th  corps,  was  seventy,  killed 
and  four  hundred  and  thirteen  wounded,  including  seventeen  ofiicei's. 

Brigadier  General  E.  M.  McCook,  commanding  second  cavalry  division,  re- 
ports as  foUows  the  result  of  his  expeditiou  to  cut  the  enemy's  raUroad  commu- 
nieations  to  Macon  and  West  Point.  His  instructions  arc  specified  in  Special 
Pield  Orders  No.  42,  of  July  26,  headquarters  militaiy  division  of  the  Miasissiiipi : 
"  Two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  Atlanta  and  West  Point  railroad  and  telegraph 
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wire  destroyed  near  Lovejoy'a  station,  eleven  thousand  wagons  turned,  two 
tUoiisand  mules  killed  or  diaabled,  one  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  one  thonsand 
sacks  of  com,  and  three  hundred  sacks  of  flour  destroyed,  besides  large  qaaotitiea 
of  bacon  and  tobacco." 

He  carried  out  his  orders  and  accomplished  all  he  was  directed  to  without 
opposition,  and  it  was  only  when  the  command  started  on  its  return  that  General 
McCook  ascertained  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  between  bim  and  McDonough, 
at  which  latter  place  he  had  expected  to  form  a  junctioa  with  G-eoeral  Stone- 
man's  expeditiou.  Finding  the  enemy  across  hie  road  ia  that  direction,  and 
being  buvdened  with  a  good  many  prisoners  and  considerable  captured  property. 
General  McOook  turned  towards  the  Chattahoochee  river  by  way  of  Newman,  on 
the  West  Point  railroad,  and  while  on  his  way  to  that  place  was  attacked  by 
Jackson's  division  of  cavalry,  which  he  repulsed,  Near  Newman  the  railroad  was 
cut  in  three  placcB,  Between  there  and  the  river  he  was  surrounded  by  an 
overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy's  eavahy,  supported  by  a  large  infantry  force. 
These  troops  he  attacked  in  the  hope  of  cutting  Lis  way  through  them,  and  in 
doing  so  broke  the  whole  right  of  Uieir  line,  riding  over  Ross's  Texas  cavalry 
brigade,  and  making  General  Boss  and  his  staff  prisoners.  Tbe  enemy  sent 
fresh  troops  to  supply  the  place  of  those  shattered  by  McCook's  chaise,  when 
the  latter,  finding  be  could  not  break  their  line  permanently,  dirtcled  his  brigade 
commanders  to  cut  tlieir  way  out  with  their  commands,  and  endeavor  to  cross 
the  Chattahoochee  by  detachments.  In  this  they  were  successful,  but  with  the 
loss  of  their  artillery  ;  the  latter,  however,  was  deliberately  destroyed  before  be- 
ing abandoned. 

All  the  prisoners  captured  by  us,  about  four  hundred  in  number,  were  also 
turned  loose.  General  McCook's  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  as  well 
as  in  material,  is  great,  but  that  of  the  enemy  is  considered  much  greater  pro- 
portionately, and  is  even  so  acknowledged  by  themselves.  For  details  I  have 
tbe  honor  to  refer  you  to  tlie  report  of  General  McOook  aceompauyiug  this. 

About  the  10th  information  reached  me  that  the  enemy's  entire  cavalry  force 
was  coneentratiag  in  the  neighborhood  of  Moaticello  and  on  the  Ocmulgee  river. 
Refugees  and  deserters  from  the  enemy  stated  that  it  was  intended  to  send  this 
.  large  concentration  of  cavalry  under  Wheeler  on  a  raid  into  Tenneeaeo  against 
our  communication. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  the  enemy's  cavalry,  said  to  be  6,000  strong, 
attacked  Dalton.  Colonel  Laibold,  (second  Missouri  infantry,)  commanding  the 
post,  occupied  the  fort  with  a  small  command,  and  bravely  defended  his  position 
imtii  re-enforced. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  Major  General  Steedman,  with  two  regi- 
ments of  white  and  six  companies  of  colored  troops,  arrived  at  Daltoa  from 
Chattanooga  and  immediately  attacked  the  enemy,  driving  him  off  towards  Spring 
Place,  after  four  houi-s'  iigbting.  The  enemy's  loss  was  heavy ;  he  iefi  his  dead 
and  wounded  ou  the  field.  Our  loss  was  forty  killed  and  fifty-five  wounded ; 
we  captured  about  fifty  (50)  wounded  and  two  (2)  surgeons.  Before  appealing 
in  front  of  Daltoa  Wheeler's  men  had  destroyed  about  two  miJes  of  track  on 
the  railroad  soutli  of  Dalton,  bat  by  noon  of  the  17th  the  road  was  agaio  in 
limning  order.  Believing  Genera!  Steedman  to  have  sufficient  troops  at  his 
disposal  to  beat  ofF  any  further  attack  on  the  railroad,  our  whole  attention  was 
directed  to  the  reduction  of  Atlanta,  and  at  the  same  time  it  was  determiiftd  to 
take  advantage  of  the  absence  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  make  one  more  effort 
to  break  the  Macon  and  Western  railroad.  Accordingly,  on  tbe  18th,  Brigadier 
Geneml  J.  Kilpatrick,  commanding  third  cavalry  division,  was  directed  to  attack 
and  destroy  both  railroads,  and  for  this  purpose  he  was  rc'enfoi-ced  by  tn'o 
brigades  taken  frem  Gaward's  cavalry  division,  stationed  on  the  Iefi  of  the  army. 
With  this  force,  numbering  in  all  about  four  thousand  men,  and  two  batteries  of 
artilleiy,  Genei'ai  Kilpatrick  moved  out  fiom  Sandtown  ou  the  evening  of  the 
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IStH,  He  met  tlie  enemy's  cavalry  pickets,  ■when  only  a  short  distance  out  from 
Sandtown,  on  the  Cbattahooehee,  and  akirmished  with  them  to  .Toneahoro',  on 
(he  Macon  cailroad,  driring  them  through  that  place.  For  six  hours  the  com- 
mand was  engaged  destroying  the  track,  &c.,  until  near  midnight  of  the  19th, 
when  part  of  his  command  was  attacked  one  mile  helow  the  to'.vii  and  driven  in, 
but  suhsequently  tlie  enemy  was  repulsed.  Towards  daylight  of  the  20th  he 
moved  in  the  direction  of  McDonoagh,  and  thence  across  the  couutry  bock  to 
the  railroad  near  Lovejoy's  station,  reaehiag  that  point  at  about  11  n.  m.  on  the 
20th.  There  he  met  a  brigade  of  infantry,  and  although  repulsed  at  first,  finally 
cheeked  the  advantage  being  gained  by  the  enemy  and  drove  liim  baek  with 
heavy  loss.  While  thos  engaged  fighting  infantry,  a  heavy  force  of  cavalry 
with  artillery  came  up  in  his  rear,  and  he  found  he  was  completely  enveloped. 
Determining  at  onee  to  break  the  enemy's  line  and  extricate  his  command  from 
its  delicate  position,  he  decided  to  ride  over  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  retire  oa 
ilcDonougb.  The  movement  was  successfully  made,  and  resulted  in  a  complete 
rout  of  Jackson's  cavalry  division,  numbering  4,000  men,  leaving  in  our  bands 
four  (4)  guns,  three  (3)  battle-flags,  and  all  his  wagons.  Soma  prisoners  were 
taken,  and  the  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  known  to  he  large.  Ee- 
forming  his  command,  Kilpatrick  fought  the  enemy's  infantry  for  an  hour  longer, 
when,  finding  his  men  runniag  out  of  ammunition,  he  retired  in  the  direction  of 
Latimer's  and  Decatur  without  further  molestation,  reaching  the  latter  place  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  22d.  For  details  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  General 
Eilpatrick'e  official  report,  forwarded  herewith,  as  also  to  that  of  Lieutenant  Gr. 
A.  Robinson,  commanding  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  battery,  and  to  an  article  in 
the  Chattanooga  llebel,  published  at  Grifiin,  Georgia,  August  35. 

Pending  the  above  movements  to  break  the  enemy's  railroad  communication, 
the  troops  in  front  of  the  city  kept  up  a  constant  shelling  of  the  fortifications 
and  buildings  of  Atlanta,  and,  as  refugees  informed  us,  with  marked  efeet. 

The  heavy  cavalry  force  under  Wheeler  still  continued  to  thi-eaten  our  nul- 
road  in  northern  Georgia  and  East  Tennessee,  without  seiiously  interrupting 
communication  with  Chattanooga  and  Nashville.  This,  however,  gave  us  no 
uneasiness,  as  we  had  a  good  accumulation  of  supplies  within  safe  proximity  to 
the  main  army. 

A  considei-able  force  of  the  enemy  under  Roddy  had  made  its  appearance  in 
northern  Alabama,  threatening  to  cross  the  Tennessee  river  near  Decatur  with  a 
view  of  destroying  the  railroad  between  that  place  and  Nashville.  Again,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Clarksville,  Tennessee,  and  i'ort  Donalson,  the  enemy  had  become 
troublesome,  although  without  doing  very  material  damage.  To  the  discretion  and 
good  judgment  of  Major  Generals  Rousseau  and  Steedman,  commanding  respect- 
ively the  district  of  the  Tennessee  aud  of  the  Etowah,  and  to  Brigadier  General 
R.  8.  Granger,  commanding  the  district  of  northern  Alabama,  was  left  the  dis- 
posal of  the  troops  and  the  defence  of  oui  communications  with  our  depots  at 
the  north. 

In  compliance  with  the  diiectinn^  contained  in  Special  Field  Order  No,  57, 
headquarters  military  d  vision  of  the  Mississippi,  (appended  marked  A,)  pro- 
mulgated to  my  corps  commanders  on  the  16i;h  August,  everything  was 
placed  in  readiness  for  the  execution  of  the  contemplated  movements  by  the 
time  mentioned.  The  major  general  commanding  the  military  division  having, 
however,  decided  to  await  the  return  of  General  Kiipatrick's  expedition,  the  army 
of  the  Cumberland  did  not  withdraw  from  its  works  until  after  dark  on  the 
night  of  the  25th.  Stanley's  corps,  as  directed  from  my  headquarters,  (see  in- 
structions to  Generals  Stanley,  Williams,  and  Garrard,)  commenced  the  movement 
by  withdrawing  from  the  position  he  then  held  on  the  left  of  the  ai-my  to  a  line 
of  ridges  and  high  ground  beyond  and  to  the  rear  of  the  position  where  the  right 
<'f  the  aOch  corps  rested.  Here  he  remained  and  covered  the  withdrawal  of  the 
20th  corps ;  the  latter  having  been  ordered  to  take  post  on  the  Chattahoocliee  at 
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tlie  railroad  bridge  and  at  Pace's  and  Turner's  ferries.  Garmrd'a  division  of 
cavalry  covered  the  movements  of  the  4th  and  20tli  corps,  thcu  crossed  the 
Chatl.ahoochee  at  Pace's  ferry  on  the  26th,  and  reerossing  at  the  bridge  at  Sand- 
town  on  the  27th,  took  post  on  Stanley's  left,  picketing  U toy  creek  from  Utoy 
post  office  to  Sandtown, 

The  above  movements  wei'e  succesafully  executed,  both  corps  being  in  the 
positions  indicated  at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  26th.  At  9  a.  m.  of 
tiie  same  day  Stanley  withdrew  still  further,  to  a  point  along  Utoy  creek,  post- 
ing liis  command  on  some  ridges  facing  the  creek  and  across  the  Sandtown  road. 

The  14th  corps,  then  commanded  by  Brevet  Major  General  J.  C.  Davia,  drew 
ont  from  the  position  it  had  last  held  on  the  right  of  the  ai-ray  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  moving  across  Utoy  creek  took  post  on  the  right  of  Stanley's  corps. 
Garrard's  division  of  cavaliy  was  directed  to  operate  on  the  left  and  rear  of  the 
army,  while  Kilpatrick'a  division  was  similarly  employed  on  the  right. 

On  the  27tb  Stanley's  corps  moved  to  Monnt  Gilead  church,  and  forming  line 
of  battle  along  the  roa4  leading  to  Pairburu,  skirmished  lightly  with  the  euamy's 
cavalry.  The  Hth  corps  (Davis's)  moved  as  far  as  Holbrook's  house,  on  the 
Campbclltown  road,  advancing  one  brigade  to  Patterson's  house,  about  a  mile 
beyond,  to  cover  the  wagon  trains  of  the  corps.  The  20th  corps  was  securely 
in  position  on  the  Ohattabooehee  river,  guarding  the  crossings  and  protecting 
the  depots  at  Marietta,  Major  Groneral  H.  W.  Slocnm  assumed  command  of  the 
corps  by  virtue  of  General  Order  No.  — ,  War  Department. 

At  daylight  on  the  2Sth,  Davis's  corps  moved  from  its  encampment  near  Hol- 
brook's house  to  Mount  Gilead  church,  thence  past  the  left  of  Stanley's  corps, 
taking  the  road  leading  from  Redwine'a  honse  to  Red  Oak  on  the  West  Point 
railroad.  Davie  reached  the  railroad  at  4  p.  m.  and  posted  his  corps  on  the 
right  of  it,  facing  towai-da  East  Point.  Stanley'^  command  came  np  immediately 
after  Davis's,  and  formed  line  on  the  left  of  the  road.  In  this  position  the  com- 
mand remained  for  the  night.  Shortly  after  dark  orders  were  issued  to  deatroy 
tlie  road  by  burning  the  lioa  and  twisting  the  rails  after  beating.  The  work  of 
destruction  waa  continued  throughout  the  night  of  the  28fli,  and  during  part  of 
the  29th,  and  when  conipleted  tbe-railroad  had  been  thoi-oughly  dismantled  for  a 
distance  of  two  miles  north  of  my  line,  and  a  little  over  a  mile  south  of  it. 

About  6  a.  m.  on  tho  30th  the  14th  and  4th  corps  moved  from  Red  Oak 
towards  the  Maeon  railroad.  The  14th  corps  (Davis)  concentrated  at  Flat  Shoal 
church  about  9  a.  m.,  and  after  resting  for  an  boui'  moved  on  in  an  easterly 
direction  towards  Gouch's  house  on  the  Decatur  and  Fayetteville  road,  at  which 
point  line  waa  formed  and  the  command  went  into  camp. 

Communication  was  opened  with  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  at  Renfro'a  house, 
two  miles  south  of  Couch's.  The  4th  corps  formed  on  the  left  of  the  14thi  its 
light  te  d'  g  beyo  d  Mann's  house  the  lin  of  the  corps  running  in  a  north- 
westerly 1  t  f  mC  1  lb  d  d  visions  of  both  corps  shirmished 
with  th  ray  f  t  y  d  I  y  d  g  the  day,  and  by  snndown  it  was 
ascerta  d  tl  t  th  my  w  i  t  M  iTOw'fi  mill,  on  Crooked  creek, 
aboat  th  f  th  f  m  1  d  t.  t  f  m  th  left  of  Stanley's  corps.  Up  to 
dark  n  mm  t  h  d  b  tahl  1  d  th  the  army  of  the  Ohio.  Gar- 
rard's 1  y  w  th  hb  1  d  t  R  1  Oak,  guarding  the  left  and  rear 
of  the  army.  .^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  Stanley's  corps  moved  to  Marrow's  mill,  where  it 
found  the  enemy  in  intrench  men  ts,  very  well  finished,  but  occupied  only  by 
dismounted  cavalry ;  those  were  driven  ont. 

The  aiToy  of  the  Ohio  having  come  up,  both  commanders  pushed  out  for  the 
railroad,  which  w^  reached  at  the  Big  bend  between  Rough -and-Ready,  and 
Jonesboro'.  General  Stanley  posted  his  corps  between  the  railroad  and  Crooked 
creek,  and  in  that  position  remained  for  die  night.  Part  of  the  14th  corps, 
under  Brigadier  General  Baird,  made  rcconnoissance  and  deraonatration  in  front 
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of  Couch's  Louse,  and  reached  the  Macoa  aniS  Western  railroad  ahout  two  milea 
north  of  Jonesboro'  with  the  advanced  hrigade,  and  deatroyed  ahout  one  mOe  of 
the  track  dui'ing  the  afternoon  and  night,  although  constantly  aanoyed  by  the 
enemy's  cavalry.  "Whilst  in  this  position  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry was  seen  moving  io  a  southerly  direction,  on  a  road  still  to  the  eastward 
of  the  one  held  by  them.  iSome  stragglers  belonging  to  this  column  were  picked 
up  by  our  skirmishers,  and  from  them  it  was  ascertained  that  the  troops  we  saw 
moving  weie  Hardee's  and  Lee'a  corps 

Up  to  this  period  the  enemy  had  evidently  been  deceived  as  to  the  nature 
and  strength  of  our  movement  on  his  communications,  and  only  at  this  late  hour 
had  he  detached  any  considerable  force  ftom  the  army  in  Atlanta. 

Daring  the  afternoon  of  the  31at  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  being  heavily 
att-acked  in  the  position  it  bad  taken  up  the  night  before  near  Joaesboro',  and 
General  Howard  having  asked  for  re-enforcements,  General  Davis  was  instructed 
to  send  one  division  from  his  corps  to  its  support. 

Kilpatrick's  division  of  cavalry,  stationed  on  the  right  of  the  army  of  tlie  Ten- 
nessee, found  a  passage  across  Flint  river  and  drove  the  enemy's  pickets  to  within 
one-haif  mite  of  Jonesboro',  He  was  then  attacked  in  turu  by  a  heavy  force  of 
infantry  and  forced  to  withdraw, 

September  1. — At  an  early  bom-  the  remainder  of  the  14th  corps  moved  from 
near  Eenfro's  house,  on  the  Decatnr  and  Fayetteville  road,  to  rejoin  that  part 
of  the  command  which  Itad  advanced  the  day  before  to  the  Rough-and-iteady 
and  Jonesboro'  road.  The  junction  formed,  the  corps  moved  south  towards 
Jonesboro',  and  reached  the  pickets  of  tlie  army  of  the  Tennessee  about  two  and 
a  half  miles  from  the  point  of  coneentratioQ.  A  reconnoissance  was  then  sent 
out  towards  the  railroad,  which  drove  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  gained 
possession  of  a  ridge  on  the  north  aide  of  Mill  creek,  with  but  small  loss.  Later 
in  theaftei-noon  two  divisions  of  Davis's  corps  (14th)  were  formed  on  the  ridge, 
and  artillery  was  opened  on  the  enemy's  works  with  good  effect. 

The  line  of  battle  being  finally  adjusted,  the  command  moved  forward,  attack- 
ing the  enemy  vigorously  and  dri/ing  Lim  several  hundred  yards  to  his  main 
works.  An  aesatdt  was  then  handsomely  made  on  the  works,  which  were  carried 
along  the  entire  line  of  Davis's  C'lmmand,  after  very  heavy  fighting  and  loss  nf 
over  1,200  men.  Two  field  batteries  of  fonr  guns  each  were  captured  in  the 
enemy's  fortifications,  together  with  about  one  thousand  (1,000)  prisoners,  in- 
cluding one  general  ofE.cer  and  several  field  officers,  and  a  number  of  small-arms 
and  battle-flags.     The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  very  severe. 

During  this  time  the  4th  corps  (Stanley's)  was  moving  from  near  E,ough-and- 
Eeady  towards  Jonesboro',  along  the  raib'oad  destroying  it  as  the  troops  advanced. 
Arriving  near  Jonesboro'  the  column  was  deployed  with  a  view  to  advance 
against  the  enemy's  right  flank,  but  it  being  already  quite  late,  darkness  came 
on  and  prevented  an  extensive  movement.  The  line  of  Stanley's  corps  was  on 
the  left  of  the  railroad  facing  southwest ;  Davis's  corps  passed  the  night  in  the 
enemy's  works,  the  left  of  the  line  connecting  with  Stanley's  right  at  the  rtul- 

During  the  night  the  enemy  fell  back  from  Jonesboro',  retreating  towards 
Lovejoy's  station,  where  he  was  followed  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  by  the  4lh 
corps  and  the  ai-mies  of  the  Tennessee  and  of  the  Ohio.  Davis's  corps  was  di- 
rected to  remain  at  Jonesboro'  to  bnry  the  dead  and  collect  captured  property. 

Stanley's  corps  moved  along  the  railroad  and  to  the  left  of  it,  coming  up 
with  the  enemy  just  north  of  Lovejoy's  station  about  noon.  Line  of  battle  was 
formed  and  preparations  made  to  advance  against  the  enemy  in  conjunction  with 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the  right.  It  was  only  at  a  late  hour,  however, 
that  the  assault  was  made,  and  darkness  prevented  any  decisive  movement.  Part 
of  Stanley's  troops  gained  the  enemy's  works  and  carried  a  small  portion  of 
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fliem,  but  could  not  liold  possession  of  the  grouad  for  want  of  co-operation  on 
the  part  of  the  balance  of  the  line, 

UuriQg  the  night  information  reached  us  that,  at  11  a.  m.  on  the  2d,  the 
mayor  and  authorities  of  Atlanta  had  surrendered  the  city  Co  a  force  of  the  30th 
corps.  Major  General  Siocum  commanding,  which,  in  obedience  to  instructions 
previouBly  given,  had  been  sent  out  from  the  Chattahoochee  to  feel  the  enemy's 
strength.  The  city  had  been  evacuated  the  night  previous,  the  army  destroying, 
in  its  retreat,  public  pi'operty  of  coaaiderable  value,  including  eighty  (SO)  car- 
loads of  ammunition ;  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  thousand  stand  of 
small-arma  were  found. 

On  the  3d  the  major  general  commanding  the  military  division  issued  ordere 
to  the  effect  that  the  campaign  was  efided,  and  that  the  grand  army  would  return 
to  Atlanta  and  vicinity  until  a  new  plan  conld  be  considered  regarding  futnre 
movements.  Directions  were  at  the  same  time  given  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
troops.  Corpscommanders  were  instructed  tosend  to  the  rear  all  euiplus  wagons, 
and  whatever  material  could  obstruct  the  movements  of  the  troops.  The  enemy 
still  remained  intrenched  at  Lovejoy's,  although  he  was  discovered  to  be  moving 
his  trains  towai'ds  G-riffia,  with  the  supposed  intention  of  withdrawing  his  main 
army  to  that  point  or  still  further. 

At  8  p.  ro.  on  the  5th,  in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of  the  army,  the  4tli  corps 
quietly  withdrew  from  its  position  and  fell  hack  to  Joneahoro',  reaching  tbnt 
place  at  daylight  on  the  6th.  The  withdrawal  was  admirably  conducted,  and 
executed  with  complete  success,  although  much  impeded  by  a  rain  storm  aad 
consequent  had  condition  of  the  roads. 

Both  coi-ps,  Stanley's  and  Davis's,  remained  quietly  at  Jonosboro'  during  the 
6th,  although  Davis's  rear-guard  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  as  it  was  moving 
through  the  town  to  join  the  balance  ol  the  corps  in  position  north  of  it.  The 
enemy  occupied  Jonosboro'  during  the  afternoon,  but  contented  himself  with 
eschangiiig  a  few  shots  with  our  skirmishers. 

On  the  7th,  at  7  a,  m.,  the  4th  corps  withdrew  from  its  camp  near  Jonesboro', 
moved  along  the  railroad  to  near  Sykes'a  house,  northeast  of  Eongh-and-Eeady, 
and  took  up  a  position  for  the  night.  The  I4th  corps  fell  back  simultaneously 
with  Stanley's  command,  marchingon  the  main  road  leading  to  Kough -and- Ready, 
from  Jonesboro',  and  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  4th  corps  north  of  fiough- 
and-Ready.  The  enemy  showed  no  disposition  to  follow  the  movements  of 
either  command. 

The  army  of  the  Cumberland  reached  Atlanta  on  the  Sth,  and  was  posted  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  town — Davia'a  corps  oa  the  right  of  the  Campbelltown  road, 
Sioeum's  corps  in  tho  centre,  and  Statiley's  oa  the  lel^.  The  pickets  of  all  three 
corps  were  thrown  out  well  to  the  front,  and  occupied  commanding  positions. 

For  a  detailed  repiirt  of  the  operations  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  the 
reports  of  the  sevei'al  corps  commanders 

Herewith  I  have  tho  honor  to  forward  returns  of  pnsonera  of  war,  captured 
property,  ammunition  expended,  and  a  consolidated  letwin  of  casualties. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  take  the  gtetteot  pleasnie  in  calling  attention  to 
the  uniform  gallantry  displayed  by  the  officers  and  tioops  of  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland  in  all  the  battles  in  which  they  participated,  and  in  their  unwavering 
coostancy  and  devotion  to  duty  at  all  tmiLs  durmg  the  entire  campaign,  com- 
mencing with  the  contests  at  Ilocky  Face  ridge,  and  iround  Dalton,  and  ending 
with  the  operations  at  Jonesboro'  and  vitinity,  which  forced  the  enemy  to 
evacuate  Atlanta.  During  these  four  months  of  active  campaign,  hardly  a  day 
has  passed  that  sonae  portion  of  this  army  was  not  engaged  either  in  skirmishing 
or  in  actual  battle  with  the  enemy,  and  on  every  occasion  behaving  with  that 
self-reliance  which  is  the  sure  prestige  of  success.  All  may  be  justly  proud  of 
tlmir  participation  in  the  campaign  against  Atlanta. 
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Among  the  many  gallant  and  lamented  dead  who  have  given  their  lives  to 
sustain  and  defend  the  honor  of  their  country  and  goverament,  we  must  enu- 
merate Brigadier  General  C.  Gr.  Harker  and  Colonel  Dan.  McOook,  fifty-second 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  who  were  mortally  wounded  leading  their  respective 
brigades  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy'a  intrenchments  near  Keaesaw  mouataiii 
June  27th.     Tiiey  were  both  skilful,  brave,  and  accomplished  officers. 

The  members  of  my  staff  were  at  all  times  efficient  and  active  in  the  dischai'ge 
of  their  various  duties, 

I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders,  which  embody 
the  operations  of  thoir  respective  commands,  aod  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
invite  the  attention  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  military  division  of  the 
Mississippi. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  rei?pcctfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Majm-  General  U.  S.   V.,  Comd'g. 
Lieut,  Oolouol  K.  M.  Sawylir, 

Au't  AdJ'l  Gen'l  MXlilary  Dloision  of  (ha  Mississippi. 


Report  of  prisoners  of  war  and  deserters  from  the  rebel  army  ■> 
posed  of  during  the  Tnanth  of  August,  1864. 
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Report  of  arms  captured,  lost,  and  heeomvng  surplus  in  t?ie  army  of  the  Cut. 
berland  during  tke  month  of  Augyst,  1564. 
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IlBAUailARTERS  CbIEPOF  OaVALRV  Dbp'TOPTHB  CuMBE[iLA,\U, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  Scjjtemhcr  13,  1864. 

Ggngral  :  I_havo  tlie  honor  to  submit  tlie  following  report  of  tbe  part  taken 
liy  tiie  cavalry  during  the  receat  campaign  from  Chattanooga,  resulting  in  tbe 
captme  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Aftor  tlie  battle  of  Obickamauga  and  pur.snit  Df  Wheeler  and  Roddy,  in  their 
attacks  npoa  our  trains  and  Iitie»  of  commuuicatiou  in  the  months  of  September 
and  October,  and  the'  battle  of  Missioa  ridge,  iu  November,  1863,  the  cavalry 
of  the  department,  consisting  of  two  divisions  and  unassigned  regiments  of  cavalry 
and  mounted  infantry,  was  very  much  pcattered  and  reduced  in  effective  mounted 

The  first  and  second  brigades  of  the  first  divisioa  were  actively  engaged 
during  tbe  months  of  December,  1863,  Jannary  and  February,  IS64,  in  East 
TennesHee,  men  and  horses  exposed  to  cold,  with  but  little  shelter  aud  subsist- 
ence.    The  third  brigade,  first  division,  occupied  Roesville,  Georgia,  as  an  out- 

The  second  division  occupied  a  line  from  Washington,  on  tbe  Tenaessee  river, 
to  Mooreaville,  Alabama ;  also  Calhoun,  on  East  Tennessee  railroad. 

The  fourth  United  States  cavalry  and  seventy- second  Indiana  mounted  infan- 
try detached  to  Mississippi,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  W.  S. 
Smith,  United  States  volunteers.  Many  of  the  regiments  and  detachments  of  regi- 
ments, re-enlisted  as  veteran  volunteers,  went  to  their  homes,  which  caused  delay  in 
concentrating,  mounting,  arming  and  equipping  them  for  the  commencement  of 
the  recent  campaign. 

On  the  1st  of  April  the  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  of  the  department  was 
reorganised,  consisting  of  four  divisions,  of  three  brigades  each,  and  one  battery 
to  a  division,  the  divisions  commanded,  respectively,  by  Brigadier  General  E. 
M.  McOook,  Brigadier  General  K.  Garrard,  Brigadier  General  J.  Kilpatrick, 
and  Brigadier  General  A.  0.  Gillem,  with  the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry. 
Colonel  W.  J.  Palmer,  unassigned.  This  organization  required  regiments  to  be 
moved  before  others  could  be  withdrawn  from  stations  occupied. 
.  Tbe  first  and  second  brigades,  first  division,  were  concentrated  at  Cleveland, 
Tennessee;  tbetbird  brigade,  but  partially  mounted,  at  Waubatehee  ;  the  second 
division  at  Columbia,  Tennessee;  the  third  division  at  Ringgold,  Georgia,  and 
the  fonrtli  division,  but  partially  mounted,  occupied  the  line  of  railroads  from 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  to  Decatur  and  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

The  first  division  marched  from  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  for  Dalton,  Georgia, 
covenng  the  front  aud  left  flank  of  the  4th  corps,  army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
afterwards  that  of  tbe  23d  corps,  army  of  tbe  Oiiio,  near  Varnell's  station,  until 
relieved  by  Major  General  Stonemau's  cavalry.  On  the  llthof  May  the  division 
marched  to  Ray's  gap,  west  of  Dalton,  and  npon  tho  evacuation  of  that  place 
marched  with  the  4th  corps  upon  Resaca.  The  first  and  third  brigades,  second 
division,  marched  from  Columbia,  Tennessee,  for  Lafayette  and  Villanow,  Geoi'gia, 
under  orders  fram  the  major  general  commanding  the  military  division  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  army  of  tbe  Tennessee ;  the  general 
direction  of  its  march,  also  the  details  of  the  same,  I  am  iitiable  to  give,  not 
having  the  orders  received  by  General  Garrard,  The  second  brigade,  s&ond 
division,  marchjid  with  17th  army  corps  from  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  and  Decatur, 
Alabama,  via  Rome,  Georgia,  joining  the  armies  at  Alatoona,  Georgia.  The 
third  division  marched  from  Ringgold,  Georgia,  covering  the  front  and  riglit 
flank  of  the  20th  corps,  army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  afterwards  that  of  the 
army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  its  march  through  Snake  Creek  gap  upon  Resaca, 
Georgia,  covering  its  right  Sauk  by  detaclimpnia  and  pickets  along  the  right 
bank  of  the  Oostenaula  liver,  until  the  rebel  army  evacuated  Dalton  and  con- 
centrated at  Resaca. 
T  16 
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Aftoi-  the  battle,  which  resulted  in  the  letreat  of  the  enemy  from  Rosaca, 
tbe  first  division  crossed  the  Oostenaula  at  Free  bridge,  marched  tr>  CassvOle, 
Georgia,  covering  the  froot  and  left  flaak  of  the  20tli  co;ps.  The  second 
division  crossed  the  Oostenanla  at  Lay's  ferry,  for  Rome,  G^eoi^a,  to  strike  the 
railroad  between  there  and  Kingston,  Geoigia,  marcliing  on  tlie  right  Hank  of 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  The  thud  division  cio=sed  the  Oostenanla  at  Lay's 
ferry,  covering  the  front  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  keepisg  np  commu- 
nications with  the  aimy  of  the  Ciimbeiland,  on  the  left 

Aftev  the  battle  near  Oassville,  wbich  resulted  in  thi5  letieat  ol  the  enemy 
across  the  Etowah  river  to  Alatoonj,  Georgia,  the  first  and  third  divisions  were 
concentrated  on  Two  Run  creek,  near  Oassville,  Oeoigia,  nntil  the  dispositions 
were  madefor  pursuit. 

The  first  division  crossed  the  Etowah  at  Island  ford,  marched  via  Euliarley  to 
Stilesboro'  as  the  advance  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  thence  to  Burnt 
Hickory  and  Burnt  church,  on  the  Marietta  road,  iieav  its  intersection  with  the 
Ackworth  and  Dallas  road,  covering  the  left  flank  of  the  23d  corps.  The 
second  division  crossed  the  Ktowah  at  Gillem's  bridge,  marching  -via  Van  Wert 
to  Dallas,  Georgia,  and  covering  the  front  and  right  flank  of  the  army  of  the 


The  third  division,  under  the  command  of  Oolonel  W.  W.  Lowe,  Genera] 
Kilpatrick  being  absent  wounded,  was  left  at  Kingston  to  guard  the  line  of  the 
Etowah  river,  with  ordei'S  to  obstruct  all  fords,  hold  Gillem's  bridge,  but  remove 
the  planks  from  flooring  to  prevent  its  use  hy  the  enemy,  and  destroy  all  other 
bridges  which  could  possibly  be  used  by  them.  The  division  was  subsequently 
assigned  to  stations  as  follows  :  third  brigade  at  Calhoun,  Georgia,  headquavtera 
with  remainder  of  division  at  Oartersville,  Georgia,  with  orders  to  patrol  the  line 
of  railroad  and  scout  from  Cartersviile  to  Spring  Place,  Georgia. 

The  seeoEd  division  marched  via  Burnt  Hickory  aad  near  Stilesboro',  on  south 
side  of  Etowah  river,  to  Alatoooa,  and  this  movement  of  the  cavahy,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  that  of  Major  General  Stoneman's  ciwalry  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  for 
Alatoona  direct,  contributed  to  cause  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  frora  Dallas  ar:d 
New  Slope  church  to  Kenesaw  mountain. 

The  first  division  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  23d  corps,  and  near  Lost 
mountain,  which  was  the  extreme  right  of  the  armies.  The  second  division  wa.^ 
posted  on  the  left  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  the  extreme  left  of  the  armies. 

On  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Kenesaw  to  the  Ohattahoochee,  the  firsi 
division  marched  via  Powder  Spring  to  Rotten  Wood  creek,  a  tributary  of  the. 
Chattahoochee,  and  on  west  side,  to  co-operate,  if  necessary,  with  the  second 
division,  posted  at  R.oswell,  Georgia, 

On  the  I'etreat  of  the  enemy  to  east  side  of  Ohattahoochee  and  Peachtree 
creek,  the  first  division  was  posted  from  Viniug's  station  to  Turner's  ferry. 
The  second  division  forced  and  held  the  crossing  of  the  Chattahoochee  at  Ros- 
well,  covering  the  front  and  left  flanks  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  breaking 
the  Georgia  railroad  near  Stone  monntain,  and,  on  the  22d,  making  a  successful 
raid  upon  that  railroad  by  destroying  two  bridges  and  five  wagon-road  bridges, 
the  ti'ack,  a  number  of  care,  a  quantity  of  stores,  capturing  a  number  of  horses 
and  jrisonera,  and  returning  with  the  loss  of  only  two  men  ;  it  also  marched  as 
■a  support  to  Major  General  Stoneman,  commanding  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the 
Ohio,  on  a  raid  on  the  Atlanta  and  Macon  railroad ;  after  waiting  two  days  at 
Dat  Bocks,  hy  the  orders  of  General  Stoneman,  and  in  the  absence  of  furthc]' 
instructions,  the  second  division  returned  to  its  camp,  after  engaging  two  divisions 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

After  the  batde  of  the  20th  July,  and  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  upon  Atlanta 

the  first  division  crossed  the  Ohattahoochee  and  was  posted  on  Proctor's  creek 

covering  by  pickets  the  Macou  and  Turner's  Ferry  road.     The  second  divisior 

■   was  posted  on  left  and  rear  of  anuy  of  the  Tennessee,  picketing  the  road  fron 

Decatur  to  BosweH. 
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On  the  34lh  July  the  effective  force  of  the  first  division,  with  tlie  effective 
force  of  the  fifth  Iowa,  eighth  Indiana,  second  Kentucky  cavalry  of  the  third 
division,  and  fourth  TennesBee  cavalry  of  the  fourth  division,  forming  the  greater 
part  of  the  commajid  which  had  recently  arrived  from  the  raid  on  tlie  West  Point 
and  Montgomery  railroad,  under  command  of  Major  Gleneral  Rousseau,  loade  a 
raid  on  the  Atlanta  and  West  Poict  and  Atlanta  and  Macun  raili-oad,  destroying 
large  numbers  of  wagons,  stores,  and  ears,  with  partial  damage  to  the  railroad 
track.  This  force  encountered  a  greatly  superior  foree  of  the  enemy,  and  after 
severe  fighting  returned,  with  considerable  loss  of  men,  horses,  and  arms,  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery  reported  destroyed,  inflicting,  however,  considei-able  dam- 
age upon  the  enemy. 

Tiie  first  division  was  ordered  to  occupy  the  station  of  the  third  division,  and 
the  latter,  under  command  of  General  liilpatrick,  ordered  from  the  district  of 
the  Etowah  to  west  side  of  Chattahoochee,  fi-om  '■fni-ner's  ferry  to  Sweet  Water 
creek,  and  aftei'wards  posted  at  Sandtown,  picketing  to  Camp  ereek.  A  i-econ- 
noissance  was  made  by  the  third  division  to  Pairhura,  on  the  West  Point  and 
Atlan  aal  dd  Ipg  lyamllfcef  the  enemy's  cavalry,  not  dis- 
posed fF  ma  h  Af  1  y  g  a  portion  of  the  track,  some 
public  bldgd                h  mlu  ned  to  its  camp  with  hut  little 

On   I  hfA  hhld  h  first  and  second  brigades  of 

second  d  m        d  d      ^  ly  by  C  I     el  Minty  and  Brigadier  General 

Long,  with  two  sections  of  the  battery  attached  to  the  division,  made  an  attack 
on  the  Atlanta  and  Macon  railroad,  marching  from  Sandtown,  crossing  Atlanta 
and  West  Point  railroad  at  or  near  Fairburn,  to  the  Macon  road  at  Jonesboro' 
and  Lovejoy's  station.  Adetachment  of  the  command  under.Lieatenant  Colonel 
Kleim  struck  the  road  at  or  near  Bear  Creek  station  ;  the  enemy  concentrated 
a  superior  force  of  cavalry,  with  infantry  and  artillery,  which  prevented  the  de- 
liberate destruction  of  the  railroad.  After  severe  fighting,  in  which  there  is  reason 
to  believe  the  enemy  suffered  severely,  the  command  returned  to  the  army  via 
jilcDonorigh,  Whitehonse,  Latimais,  and  Decatur,  makiug  a  complete  circuit  of 
the  rebel  army. 

On  84th  of  Augiist,  third  brigade,  second  division,  destroyed  portion  of  rail- 
road between  Decatur  and  Stone  mountain. 

Oa  the  25th  day  of  August,  in  the  movement  of  the  ai-mies  upon  the  Atlanta 
and  Macon  railroad  at  Jonesboro',  Georgia,  the  second  division  covered  the  with- 
diawal  of  the  4th  corps,  and  also  that  of  the  SOth  corps,  in  the  movement  of  the 
latter  to  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Chattahoochee  river,  leaving  one  brigade 
to  cover  the  fi-out  of  the  SOth  corps  from  Eace's  fen-y,  on  the  Chattahoochee, 
to  Sandtown,  The  other  two  brigades  covered  tlie  rear  and  left  flank  of  the 
23d  corps,  conforming  to  its  movements.  The  third  division,  leaving  its  dis- 
mounted men  to  hold  the  bridges  over  the  Chattahoochee  and  Sandtown,  and 
support  the  18th  Indianahattery  of  the  first  division,  but  temporarily  assigned  to 
duty  with  the  command  occupying  Sandtown,  covered  the  fi  out  and  right  flank 
of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  Fairburn  and  down  Flint  river  to  Glass  bridge, 
on  road  to  Lovejoy's  station. 

The  entire  cavalry  command,  during  the  winter  of  1S63  and  1864,  has  per- 
formed service  in  a  eountiy  affording  but  a  limited  supply  of  forage,  particularly 
long  forage ;  for  want  of  this,  and  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  season  for 
grazing,  the  animals  suffered.  Daring  the  time- the  army  depended  for  its  sup- 
plies on  its  wagon  transportation,  the  cavalry  did  not  have  transportation  suffi- 
cient to  haul  its  forage,  and  had  to  depend  on  the  country,  affording  at  that  time 
com  of  short  growth  and  green  wheat,  the  latter  preventing  starvation,  but  rather 
weakening  than  strengthening  the  animals.  In  witlidrawing  the  armies  from 
Lovejoy's  station  to  Atlanta,  the  second  division  covered  the  rear  and  right  flank 
of  the  33d  corps ;  the  third  division  the  rear  and  left  flank  of  the  army  of  the 
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Teonessee.  On  Sccotiiit  of  their  absence  on  duty,  from  wounds,  ov  as  pneonei'S 
of  war,  for  the  details  of  the  operations  of  the  several  regiments,  brjg-ades,  bat- 
teries, and  divisions,  as  also  of  individual  services,  I  refer  to  the  reports  nf  the 
several  comoianders  hereiofore  briefly  stated,  and  others  to  be  forwarded  when 
received.  Tiie  third  brigade,  first  division,  Colonel  L.  D.  Watkins,  sixth  Ken- 
tucky cavalry,  but  partially  mounted  on  horses  from  a  convalescent  camp  es- 
tabKshed  near  Chattanooga,  and  occupying  Lafayette,  Georgia,  was  attacked 
by  a  largely  superior  force  under  the  rebel  General  Gideon  Pillow;  handsomely 
repulsed,  with  great  loss  to  the  rebels  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners;  General 
(then  colonel)  Croxton'a fourth  Kentucky  mownted  infanti^'s  timely  arrival  con- 
tributed much  to  the  retreat  of  Pillow. 

In  closing  this  report  I  can  say  with  pride  that  tJie  cavalry  of  the  army  of 
the  Cumberland  lias  performed  its  duty  cheerfully,  eiccuting  every  order  given 
by  or  through  me,  skirmishing  almost  daily,  and  iu  many  instances  the  skii-mishos 
assuming  the  proportions  of  a  sharp  fight. 

The  services  rendered  by  Colonel  0.  H.  La  Grange,  first  Wisconsin  "cavalrj, 
commanding  second  brigade,  and  Colonel  L.  D.  Watkins,  sixth  Kentucky  cavalrj-, 
commanding  third  brigade,  first  division;  Colonel  A.  0.  Miller,  seventy-second. 
Indiana  mounted  infantry,  commanding  third  brigade,  second  division,  entitles 
them  to  promotion  by  brevet  or  otherwise.  Captain  J.  B.  Mclntyre,  comiyiancl- 
ing  fourth  United  States  cavalry,  is  worthy  of  promotion,  and  I  recommend  that 
he  bS  appointed  a  brigadier  general,  being  a  cavalry  officer  of  several  years'  ser- 
vice. Sly  personal  staff,  and  that  of  the  cavalry  command,  have  promptly  per- 
formed the  various  duties  assigned  them, 

I  am,  genera),  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 
Brig.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Cavalry,  Dep't  of  the  Ciimherlund. 


Approximate  report  of  'asaalties  of  tin,  cat  airy  command  in  the  departmeat  of 
the  Cumberland,  commanded  hy  Bngadur  Genual  W.  L.  Elliott,  during 
the  campaign  from  tht  3d  day  of  May,  1864,  to  the  3d  day  of  September, 
1864.. 
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W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 
Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.,  CMtfof  Cavalry,  Dep't  of  the  Cantberland. 
IlEAiKiuiiiTens  CniKP  op  Cavalry, 

Dep.\ii.tjif;nt  op  the  Cu.mrerland,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  S'ptembtr  13,  1861, 
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IlKAfiQrARTisas  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

September  IS,  1864. 
Gi'^NEgAL :  Having  been  assigned  by  the  President  of  the  United  State?,  I 
assumed  command  of  the  4th  army  curps,  April  10, 1864.  One  division.  Major 
General  Stanley's,  was  stationed,  two  brigades  at  Bine  springs,  and  one  at 
Ottawa.  The  second  division,  then  nnder  command  of  Brigadier  Greneral 
Warner,  was  at  London,  and  the  third  division.  General  Wood's,  was  atill  in  the 
dcpartiiient  of  the  Ohio  near  Knoxville.  My  first  duty  was  to  concentrate  the 
corps  near  Cleveland.  This  was  effected  by  the  25th  of  April.  Abont  one 
week's  time  was  given  to  relit  and  prepare  for  the  field.  A  portion  of  the  corn- 
maud  had  just  completed  a  trying  winter  campaig'n  ia  East  Tennessee,  and  was 
qwitp  badly  off,  in  many  respects,  from  shortness  of  transportation,  clothing,  aud 
other  supplies.  The  animals  in  General  Wood's  division,  particularly,  were  in 
a  wretched  condition,  on  accoirnt  of  want  of  forage  and  overworking.  The  offi- 
eeis  made  extraordinary  exertions  to  get  every thiug  in  readiaess,  and  when  the 
order  was  given  to  mai-ch  to  Catoosa  spi-iugs,  the  eatire  corps  was  prepared  to 
move  with  the  required  number  of  rations ;  but  it  was  soon  fonnd  that  the  limited 
transportation,  taken  in  connexion  with  its  condition,  was  a  source  of  constant 
embarrassment.  I  speak  of  these  things  in  order  to  place  in  a  clear  light  the 
difficulties  that  the  officers  and  men  of  this  corps  met  in  the  outset  of  the  cam- 
paign and  nubly  overcame,  for,  when  other  portions  of  the  army  had  fall  rations 
they  were,  at  times,  obliged  to  subsist  on  a  diminished  allowance. 

The  march  commenced  the  third  of  May,  upon  the  arrival  of  Major  General 
Schnfield  at  Cleveland  with  the  left  wing  of  iJie  army.  My  command,  in  two 
columns,  having  pursued  two  distinct  routes,  one  via  Salome  church,  and  the 
other  via  Ked  Clay,  arrived  at  Catoosa  springs  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  May. 
Major  General  Thomas  having  already  reached  Ringgold  with  the  rest  of  the 
army  of  the  Curaberlaud,  a  junction  was  thus  substantially  formed  with  it.  A 
very  little  skirmishing  occnn'ed  to  the  east  of  Catoosa  springs  with  a-  detachment 
of  General  McCook's  cavalry  that  had  covered  my  left  fiank  during  the  march 
from  Cleveland.  Not  feeling  sure  as  to  the'  intention  or  strength  of  the  enemy, 
my  command  took  a  strong  position  covering  its  own  approaches  and  fjiose  to 
Ringgold  ;  here  the  corps  remained  until  the  7th  of  May.  The  day  before  in- 
itractiona  were  received  to  march  on  Tunnel  Hill  in  such  a  way  aa  to  take  the 
;nemy  in  flank,  if  possible,  while  Major  General  Palmer,  witli  the  14th  corps, 
rhroalened  him  in  front.  Tunnel  Hill  is  a  portion  of  a  ridge  sepamted  from 
Rocky  Face  by  a  narrow  valley,  and  situated  to  the  west  of  it.  The  tunnel  on 
the  Chattanooga  railroad  is  through  this  hill. 

From  Catoosa  springs  my  command  marched  on  the  Alabami  road  due  east 
to  the  vicinity  known  as  Lee's  house.  General  Newton's  division  here  formed, 
kcing  in  the  direction  of  the  movement  as  a  cover,  while  General  Stanley,  fol- 
lowed by  General  Wood,  turned  into  a  cross-road  which  led  directly  south  towards 
runnel  Hill ;  Stanley  skirmisbed  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  all  of  the  way,  and 
•emoved  obstructions  that  had  been  placed  in  the  road.  He  came  in  sight  of 
Tunnel  Hiil  station  at  about  9  a.  m.  Here  the  enemy  appeared  ia  considerable 
brce  on  the  next  promiaent  part  of  the  ridge,  and  was  firing  with  artillery  upon 
)ur  advance,  and  also  upon  that  of  General  Palmer  in  his  direct  froul.  We  soon 
scertaiiied  that  thia  artillery  was  supported  by  cavalry,  and  General  Stanley 
loved  a  force  along  the  northern  slope  and  carried  the  hill  by  11  o'clock  a.  m., 
riviug  the  enemy  before  bim.  The  command  was  then  posted  in  such  a  way 
s  to  hold  Tunnel  Hill  in  conjunction  with  Palmer's  corps  on  lay  right. 

Tiie  enemy  occupied  a  strong  position  between  us  and  Dalton,  with  the  barrier 
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Bftcky  face  iuterv'eaing.  TLia  barrier  is  a  eontinuoua  ridgo  some  Ave  huadred 
feet  high,  exeeediugly  narrow  at  the  top,  except  where  rii  occasional  spur  jiiSs 
out  to  the  east  or  west.  In  maay  places  six  men  could  not  march  abreast  along 
the  crest.  The  western  face  is  generally  within  sixty  feet  of  the  sximmit,  aiici 
almost  perpendicularly  steep,  that  cannot  he  climbed.  The  eastern  slope  ia  for 
the  mostpact  more  gradual.  Buzzard's  Eooat  gap  is  a  pass  through  Rocky  Fact!, 
a  little  southeast  of  Tunuel  Hill.  The  railroad  and  a  wagon  road  lead  through 
this  openiag  towards  Dalton ;  besides,  a  small  creek  runs  ia  the  same  direction, 
which  the  rebelgeueral  had  damnied  up  to  complete  his  defences.  These  defences 
cousisted  of  several  batteries,  sittiated  oa  the  right  and  left  of  the  gap,  bearing 
npon  the  approaches  to  his  position,  and  a  well  constructed  line  of  in  trench  meiits 
at  right  angles  to  the  railroad ;  also  enabling  the  enemy  holding  them  to  bring  a 
strong  musketry  fire  upon  any  column  moving  towards  his  position.  Genera! 
Thomas  was  du'eeted  to  threaten  the  enemy  in  front  on  the  Sth  of  May,  while 
Generai  McPherson  was  moving  through  Villanow  in  order  to  seize  and  occupy 
Snake  Creek  gap.  My  pai-t  of  this  movement  was  to  endeavor  to  put  a  force 
on  Eocky  Face  ridgo  and  make  a  demonstration  towards  Buzzard's  Roost  gap, 
in  conjunction  with  the  14th  corps. 

General  Newton's  division,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  May,  moved  to  the 
north  end  of  Rocky  Pace,  some  two  miles  above  Buzzard's  Boost  gap,  where  he 
pushed  up  a  small  force  at  first,  driving  the  enemy  along  the  crest.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  about  one-third  of  the  heights  from  the  euemy,  and  establisliing 
a  signal  station  upon  a  prominent  point.  lie  bad  attempted  to  get  possession  of 
a  rebel  station,  but  owing  to  the  rugged  nature  of  the  heights  and  the  ability  of 
the  enemy  to  defend  so  nai'row  a  path,  he  could  not  reach  it. 

In  the  mean  time  Generals  Stanley  and  Wood  pushed  strong  skirmish  line?, 
well  supported,  as  far  up  the  western  slope  as  possible.  During  the  night  fol- 
lowing. General  Newton  succeeded  ia  getting  two  pieces  of  artillei-y  upon  the 
ridge.  The  next  morning  (May  9th)  he  attempted  to  make  further  progress, 
and  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  fifty  (50)  to  one  hundred  (100)  yards. 
Genera!  Stanley,  during  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  made  a  reconnoissance  iuts  the 
pass  of  Buzzard's  Roost,  developing  a  strong  musketry  and  artilleiy  fire,  while 
Genera]  Wood's  division  continued  the  same  operations  as  the  day  before. 
The- casualties  in  my  command  reauitiug  from  these  operations  were  between 
two  and  three  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Thomas  the  4th  corps  made 
preparations  to  remain  near  Buzzard's  Roost  gap,  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
the  enemy  at  Dalton,  if  possible,  while  the  rest  of  the  army,  excepting  Stone 
man's  cavalry,  w&s  moving  through  Snake  Creek  gap  to  turn  the  enomy'.s 
flank. 

May  11. — The  troops  of  the  corps  were  disposed  as  follows:  General  Stanley 
to  bold  the  gap ;  General  Newtou  to  hold  Eocky  Face  and  the  i-oads  leading 
around  the  norflj  end  of  it,  with  General  Stoneman's  cavalry  covering  his  left 
flank  ;  and  General  Wood  in  reserve  on  Tunuel  Hill.  During  the  evening  of 
this  day,  and  on  the  moraing  of  the  12th,  the  general  movement  was  progressing, 
iuid  the  4th  corps  found  itself  alone,  confronted  by  the  enture  rebel  army. 

Froni  the  signal  station  on  Rocky  Face  the  enemy's  movements  could  be 
distinctly  seen.  About  10  a.  m.  he  moved  out  a  strong  force,  as  if  to  turn  my 
left  flank  and  give  battle,  but  after  pressing  in  the  skirmishers  the  column 
returned  within  bis  works.  The  thi-eat,  however,  was  so  strong  that  General 
Wood's  division  was  moved  to  the  support  of  General  Newton.  During  the 
night  following  the  enemy  evacuated  Dalton. 

May  13. — At  6  a.  m.  I  received  the  report  of  the  enemy's  having  left,  and 
immediately  ordered  pursuit.  The  corps  mored  at  once  to  Dalton  and  camr; 
upon  the  enemy's  rear-guard  of  cavalry  there.  We  pushed  forward  toward 
Eesaca,  Genera!  Stone  man  with  bis  eavaliy  pursuing  the  direct  route,  McOook" 
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cavalry  oq  a  vond  near  the  base  of  Rocky  Face,  ami  sny  corps  inarchetl  by  an 
intermediate  route.  We  skirmished  with  the  enemy  during  the  day  and  eacimped 
at  dai'k  about  eight  (8)  miles  south  of  Dalton.  Soon  after  we  opened  commu- 
nication with  the  rest  of  the  army,  hefore  Kesaca,  happily  finding  that  wc  were 
only  one  mile  from  General  Schofield's  left  flank. 

Instructiona  were  received  from  Major  General  Thom.as  nt  .5— .15  oo  tlie 
jnorning  of  May  14,  to  wit: 

ITKAyQIIAKTT;R5  DErAUTftliiXT  OF  THE  CUMGBBLA.VD, 

In  ike  Field,  May  14,  18G4. 
Gex'eral  :  You  will  move  your  troops  down  the  main  roads  towards  Eesaca' 
nnti!  you  form  a  junctioa  with  the  rest  of  the  army,  when  further  orders  will  be 
given  you.     Keport  your  approach  when  yon  get  within  sight  of  the  troops  in 
yonr  front. 

Very  respectfullv,  yours,  &c., 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  CommancUng. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commaniing  ilk  Army  Corps. 

These  instrnctiona  were  substantially  the  same  as  those  I  had  already  issued 
to  my  command  duriag  the  night.  The  general  formation  of  General  Shermjin's 
:irmy  at  this  time  was  as  follows  : 

The  army  of  the  Tennessee,  General  McPherson,  on  the  right,  with  hia  right 
resting  on  the  Oostenaula ;  centre,  General  Thomas's  command,  excepting  the  ith 
corps ;  and  the  left,  General  Schofield,  on  the  Sugai- Valley  road.  The  whole  liae 
faced  easterly.  In  obedience  to  the  above  order  General  Newton,  followed  by  Geji- 
eral  Wood,  marched  to  the  left  of  General  Schofield,  and  General  Stanley  moved 
down  the  Tilton  and  Besaca  road  towards  the  enemy's  extreme  right  On 
reaching  General  Schofield  we  found  him  pushing  his  command  towards  the 
right  and  front ;  General  Newton  formed  on  his  left ;  General  Wood  then  changed 
direction  so  as  to  move  on  a  Eesaea  road  intei-mediate  between  Stanley  and 
Newton,  The  three  colamus  were  not  at  first  connected,  but  very  adroitly 
made  their  concentration  in  immediate  contact  with  the  enemy's  lines,  having 
skirmished  heavily  in  their  respective  fronts.  By  the  advance  movement  the 
general  Hue  was  shortened,  so  that  a  great  part  of  Newton's  division  was 
resei-ved.  Schofield's  left  carried  a  line  of  the  enemy's  works  by  assault  and 
immediately  a  portion  of  General  Newton's  division  was  pushed  up,  relieving 
more  or  less  of  Schofield's  left  centre  and  holding  every  advantage  gained.  Mean- 
while a  part  of  General  Wood's  division  eame  abreast  of  Newton's,  driring  the 
enemy  from  his  rifle-pits,  and  secured  the  position,  while  General  Stanley  formed 
a  junction  on  the  extreme  left,  protecting  his  left  flank  by  a  brigade  posted  on 
llie  lef^  of  the  Tilton  and  Reaaca  road. 

The  movements  above  described  were  necessarily  slowly  executed,  fi-om  the 
nature  of  the  country,  which  was  exceedingly  rough,  and  covered  for  the  most 
part  with  thick  woods;  besides,  the  enemy  disputed  every  inch  of  progress  by 
his  force  already  in  position,  meeting  oar  advance  with  strong  skirfnish  lines. 
The  musketry  firing  during  tbo  day  was  quite  heavy.  After  onr  troops  had 
been  satisfactorily  formed,  word  came  from  General  Stanley  that  the  enemy 
was  making  a  movement  to  turn  hia  left  flank.  I  saw  General  Thomas  peraon- 
ally,  representing  the  exact  condition  of  things  to  him.  He  directed  ilajor 
General  Hooker  to  send  a  division  to  my  extreme  left.  This  was  promptly 
done.  The  division  was  guided  by  Colonel  Morgan,  14th  United  States  colored 
troops,  temporarily  attached  to  my  staff,  by  the  most  direct  route.  This  divi- 
sion. General  Williams,  arrived  just  in  time.  Stanley's  left  had  been  turned, 
and  was  being  forced  back;  all  his  reserves  had  been.previouslycxhaustedinex- 
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tending  hia  line.  Abattery,  (Simon3on'ii,)however,  was  duiug  apltnded  execu- 
tion, staying  the  enemy's  progresa,  when  a  brigade  of  Williama'a  was  deployed  in 
its  support.  The  advance  of  the  enemy  was  thea  immediately  and  effectually 
■checked,  and  my  tbanks  are  tendered  fi»v  the  generous  and  opportune  assfetauce 
Tendered. 

The  caeiialtios  of  the  day  were  four  hundred  (400)  killed  aud  iveuwded  in 
the  corps. 

During  the  night  good  intrencbraents  were  made  along  my  entire  front. 

General  Hooker  and  myeetf  were  ordered  to  make  an  lUtack  in  conjunction 
on  the  15tb,  everything  to  be  in  readiness  by  dayligbt.  General  Hooker  was 
obJiged  to  march  about  two-thirds  of  bis  command  from  the  centre  of  the  army 
to  the  extreme  left,  which  movement  took  longer  than  was  anticipated.  His 
ti-oops  were  massed  and  commenced  the  advance  abont  noon.  As  he  was  the 
ranking  officer  I  visited  him  early,  learning  bis  intentions  as  to  the  goiuts  and 
manner  of  attack,  and  prepared  to  support  bim  in  the  way  be  asked,  By  artil- 
lery and  musketry  firing,  by  sti-ong  demoQBtrations  opposite  my  centre  aad  right, 
and  by  one  real  assault,  I  succeeded  in  keeping  heavy  forces  of  the  enemy  from 
leaving  my  front  or  passing  to  the  left,  bat  did  not  succeed  in  holdiog  any  point 
of  the  enemy's  works.  My  command  being  on  the  right,  and  the  first,  necessa- 
rily conformed,  in  moving,  to  General  Hooker'a  advance;  he  wiih  a  column  of 
brigades  very  handsomely  drove  the  enemy  before  bim,  seized  and  held  two 
important  heights,  and  also  captured  some  artillery  and  prisoners. 

The  number  of  casualties  during  the  day  was  lai'ge,  among  them  Brigadier 
General  Willicb,  of  General  Wood's  division,  was  severely  wounded,  and  obliged 
to  leave  as;  Harker  and  Opdyke,  of  Newton's  division,  were  wonnded,  but  re- 
mained on  duty,  and  some  valuable  officers  were  killed. 

During  the  night  of  the  15tb  the  enemy  evacuated  Eesaea.  Early  on  the- 
16tb  my  corps  led  the  pursuit  along  the  directroad  towards  Kiogston;  skirmish- 
ing occuiTcd  with  the  enemy's  rear-guard  so  as  to  make  ourprogress  slow.  The 
corps  camped  that  night  at  Calhoun;  my  command,  Genera!  Newton  leading, 
continued  the  march  next  day,  starting  at  5.S0  a.  m.,  along  the  wagon  road,  ex- 
cept Wood's  division,  which  moved  on  the  right  down  the  railroad.  We  bad 
heavy  skirmishing  all  day. 

The  enemy's  custom  is,  when  retre.iting,  to  form  his  rear-guard  of  cavalry, 
with  a  section  or  battery  of  artillery,  sometimes  strengthened  by  infantry. 
During  this  day's  inarch  tbe  resistance  was  unusually  great.  He  formed  three 
lines  sonie  half  or  three-ijuarterB  of.  amile  apart,  and  bamcaded  with  rails, 
seeking^  tbe  cover  of  woods  with  open  fields  in  his  front.  As  soon  aa  we  had 
succeeded  in  driving  the  first  line,  it  passed  to  tbe  rear  of  tbe  third,  and  in  some 
new  and  favorable  position  made  another  line.  However,  aa  we  moved  in  two 
columns,  we  were  enabled  to  make  considerable  progress.     The  resistance  in- 


!  approached  Adairsville.  General  Newton  continued  to  deploy 
regimeuis  as  skirmisbers,  until  he  had  a  large  brigade  engaged.  General  Wood, 
abreast  of  him  also  skirmished  heavily.  About  4  p.  m.  it  was  found  we  had 
come  upon  the  enemy's  infantiy  in  considerable  force.  Preparations  were  imme- 
diately made  to  assault  and  carry  this  position,  if  possible;  but  it  required  time  to 
bring  up  tbe  troops  and  get  them  in  readiness.  General  Thomas  deeming  it  best, 
on  account  of  the  nearness  of  night,  to  make  a  formal  attack,  tbe  movement  al- 
ready set  on  foot  was  postponed.  Yet,  a  real  engagement  was  going  on,  since 
both  parties  continued  to  re-enforce  their  skirmbh  lines  until  they  were  tanta- 
mount to  lines  of  battle.  The  enemy  opened  upon  our  column  .with  artillery  to 
which  our  batteries  replied  with  spirit.  During  tbe  night  the  enemy  withdrew. 
We  found  that  be  had  taken  op  a  strong  posidon  and  partially  intrenched  it, 
and  that  bis  whole  army  was  present  while  thfl  heavy  skirmishing  of  the  even- 
ing before  was  progressing.  The  casualties  in  my  command  at  Adairsville 
were  about  two  hundred  (200)  killed  and  wounded. 
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May  18, — I'hc  .coi-jjs  moved  as  orderecl,  six  miles  furtiier,  and  encamped  on 
Oomosaiia  creek. 

yj.ay  19, — At  5  p.  m.  marclied,  General  Stanley's  division  leading;  reached 
Kingston  at  8  a.  m.,  the  head  of  eolnmn  towavds  Cassville.  Tlie  enemy  was 
discovered  on  higli  ground,  jast  beyond  the  Two  Run  creek,  and  as  8oon  as  our 
ri'oops  came  in  view  he  opened  fire  upon  us  from  a  six-gun  battery.  General 
Stanley  promptly  brougUt  up  Lis  artillery,  supported  by  a  biigade  of  infantry, 
and  replied  to  the  enemy's  guns.  He  sileoced  them  and  drove  them  off.  At 
this  point  I  was  directed  by  General  Shei-man  in  person  to  move  forward  four 
miles,  to  an  old  mill  near  the  railroad,  and  there  go  into  camp.  As  soon  as  Gen- 
oral  Stanley  had  dislodged  the  enemy  from  the  high  ground  east  of  the  creek,- 
he  moved  forward.  On  reaching  a  point  aboat  half  a  mile  from  this  mill  se- 
^■^'re  I'esistauce  was  made  to  our  advance  by  the  enemy's  infantry  skirmiahera, 
iind  fcoBi  a  prominent  height  the  enemy's  infantry  was  discovered  drawn  up  in 
two  Hues  and  advancing.  General  Stanley  fonned  his  lines,  his  left  resting  on 
tlie  railroad ;  -General  Wood's  division  was  moved  to  his  right,  and  General 
Xewton's  moved  to  eover  the  left.  As  soon  as  our  lines  were  formed  the  ene- 
my halted'  and  began  to  cover  his  front  with  rail  barricades,  nearly  a  mile  in  our 
front,  but  ia  plain  sight.  Our  artillery  opened  from  different  points,  where- 
upon the  enemy's  first  line  gave  way,  and  passed  to  the  rear  in  considerable 
confusion. 

Having  been  directed  by  General  Thomas  to  push  on,  I  moved  forward  to 
the  enemy's  position,  which  he  had  in  the  mean  time  abandoned  ;  the  command 
here  went  into  position,  having'formed  a  junction  with  a  portion  of  General 
Hooker's  corps  that  had  been  moving  in  a  column  to  the  east  of  us  and  parallel. 
The  corps  had  hardly  halted  when  an  ordec  was  received  to  move  at  once  on 
Cassville.  Stanley's  advance  had  hardly  progressed  a  mile  when  a  sharp  fire 
was  opened  upon  his  head  of  column.  He  promptly  deployed  a  portion  of  his 
command,  and  several  batteries  of  artillery  were  placed  in  position  to  open  the 
way.  The  enemy's  resistance  was  so  determined  that  General  Wood's  division 
was  ordered  upon  Stanley's  right.  The  promptitude  with  which  this  division 
was  deployed  afforded  me  great  satisfaction.  Newton's  division  was  directed  to 
take  post  on  Stanley's  left,  but  all  but  one  or  two  regiments  were  crowded  out 
by  our  forming  a  junction  with  General  Hooker's  coi-ps.  In  this  position,  with 
General  Hooker  on  the  left  and  General  Pabner  on  the  right,  continuous  skir- 
mishing and  artillery  firing  was  kept  up  until  after  dark.  Before  morning 
Johnston  had  abandoned  another  strongly  intrenched  position  about  Cassville, 
iind  fied  across  the  Etowah  river,  destroying  the  railroad  bridge. 

May  20,  21,  'Uni  22. — The  army  rested  in  position  near  Cassville,  renewed 
its  supplies,  sent  back  everything  surplus,  and  made  other  preparations  for  a 
movement  on  Dallas. 

May  23. — Crossed  the  Etowah  river  at  Gillem's  bridge,  and  went  into  posi- 
tion at  Euharley  creek, 

May  24.— -Crossed  Eubarley  creek  at  Ban-ett's  mills,  and  marched  to  Burnt 
liiekory,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night. 

May  25. — Command  marched  \iY  a  settlement  road,  making  a  detour  to  the 
right  of  Burnt  Hickoiy,  and  expecting  to  come  into  Dallas  by  the  Van  Wert 
and  Dallas  road.  This  route  was  taken  to  avoid  collision  with  the  numeroiis 
wagons  of  the  corps  in  front  of  us  iJiat  were  obliged  to  move  on  one  road. 
About  two  o'clock  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Coloael  Mendinhall,  department  inspector 
general,  met  me  at  a  point  six  or  seven  miles  fi-om  Dallas,  bringing  an  order 
from  General  Thomas  for  mo  to  move  by  the  first  left-band  road  across  to  the 
direct  Burnt  Hickory  and  Dallas  road,  as  the  enemy  had  been  met  by  General 
Hofker'rt  advance  in  considerable  force.  This  corps  was  mai-ched  as  rapidly 
:is  possible,  its  head  of  column  reaching  Pumpkinvine  creek  just  as  General 
Williams's  division  of  the  20th  corps  was  passing.      At  5.15  p.  m.  General 
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Newtoa's  head  of  column  arrived,  and  iiis  troops  were  placed  in  position  in  rear 
of  Genera!  Hooker's  troops  that  were  already  forming  or  formed  for  an  advance. 
The  rest  of  the  corps  was  moved  up  as  rapidly  aa  poasible,  and  moved  on  the 
right  and  left  of  the  road.  At  5.30  p.  m.  G-eneral  Hooker's  command  moved 
forward,  as  I  understood,  with  instructions  to  carry  the  crosH-roads  at  New  Hope 
church,  supposed  to  he  not  more  than  a  mile  distant.  I  was  directed  to  hold 
my  command  ready  to  move  forward  at  6-20  p.  m.  General  Hooker  gent  mp 
word  hy  a  staff  officer  that  he  had  driven  the  enemy  behind  his  breaatworks ; 
that  he  waa  holding  hia  ground  hut  waa  hard  pressed,  and  regueated  me  to  send 
up  a  column  of  brigades  on  the  right-hand  aide  of  the  road.  I  commenced  the 
march  instantly  with  that  formation,  but  ftading  that  I  waa  losing  time,  owin^ 
to  tbe  obstructions  and  difficulties  of  the  ground,  I  directed  the  troops  to  march 
by  the  flank  along  the  i-oad  as  quickly  as  possible,  antil  they  approached  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  position.  Here  1  saw  General  Hooker  himself,  who  reqaested 
me  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  road.  Newton  deployed  his  command  as  fast  as  he 
could,  but  by  the  time  this  was  effected  it  was  completely  dark  The  other 
divisions  following  General  Newton  s  weie  encamped  tor  the  night  on  the  right 
and  left  of  the  load,  it  being  to»  late  to  locatt  them  othenvi--B  in  the  thick 
woods. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  on  this  point  because  ciitKisms  have  bteii  ofieied 
like  this,  " that,  had  the  4th  coips  come  tip  on  Geaeial  Hookers  left  the  en 
emy  would  have  been  completely  dru  ea  fioin  his  stioog  position  at  New  Hope 
church,  and  thus  saved  the  army  the  long  and  fdtigu  iig  opei  itions  which  s  ic 
ceeded  General  Hooker's  assault  I  do  not  doubt  the  tiwtb  of  the  allegation 
but  the  facts  are:  first,  that  my  head  of  column  only  had  ariived  at  Geneial 
Hooker's  first  position  when  his  attaekiug  movement  commenced  second  that 
1  was  directed  to  hold  myself  in  i-eadiness  to  move  forward  if  ordered ;  third, 
that  I  did  so  move  forward,  as  promptly  as  possible,  the  moment  I  received 
word  I  was  wanted,  but  arrived  too  late  to  partake  ia  the  engagement. 

May  26. — Genera!  Newton's  line  was  re-located  so  as  to  form  a  better  con- 
nexion with  General  Hooker  ;  Gteneral  Stanley  filled  a  gap  on  Newton's  right 
with  two  or  three  regiments,  the  rest  of  his  division  in  i-esei-ve ;  General  Wood 
gi-adually  developed  his  line  on  Newton's  left,  driving  in  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers, crossing  Brown's  Mill  creek  with  the  main  force,  and  securing  an  important 
hill,  then  apparently  opposite  the  enemy's  right  fiank.  These  lines  were  found 
subsequently,  at  different  points,  to  be  within  oae  Imndred  yards  of  the  enemy's 
intrenchments ;  hence,  the  firing  of  skirmishers,  or  from  main  lino  to  miun  line, 
was  constant,  and  cost  us  many  men.  Our  lines  were  thoroughly  intrenched  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  every  batteiy  tiiat  conld  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  ene- 
my was  placed  in  position  and  covered  hy  good  works. 

May  37. — General  Stanley  moved  to  the  left  of  General  Newton,  and  re- 
lieved General  Wood's  division  preparatory  to  the  latter  making  an  assault  on 
the  enemy's  line  at  a  point  which  Major  General  Sherman  had  designated,  On 
a  careful  reconnoissance  made  by  General  Thomas  and  myself,  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  were  then  prepared  to  bring  a  croaa-fire  of  ai-tillery  and  musketry 
upon  the  approaches  of  that  position ;  therefore  I  wasdirected  to  move  General 
Wood  further  to  the  left,  and  beyond  all  troops,  aud  endeavor  to  strike  rhe 
eaemy's  flank.  Johnson's  division,  of  the  14th  corps,  was  sent  to  me  as  a 
snpport. 

Ihave  omitted  to  say  that  the  S3d  corps,  Major  General  Schofield  command- 
ing, was  already  in  position  on  tiie  left  of  the  4th.  Therefore  I  selected  a  field 
on  the  extreme  left  and  rear  of  the  33d  corps,  which  was  pretty  well  concealed 
from  the  enemy  by  intervening  woods,  and  in  this  miissed  the  troops.  Wood's 
division  on  the  right  formed  in  a  column  of  six  lines  dcep,aad  Genei-al  Johnson's 
on  the  left  ivith  a  brigade  front.  The  advance  from  this  position  c 
at  11  a.  m.,  and  in  an  easterly  direction. 
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The  column  moved  forward  with  very  little  interruptioa  for  nearly  a  mile. 
I  thought  we  must  have  reached  the  eaemy'a  Sank,  whereupi  n  General  Wood 
wheeled  liia  command  towards  the  right,  till  he  was  faced  nearly  south.  A 
brigade  of  the  23d  corps,  General  McLean's,  deployed  so  as  to  form  a  junction 
with  General  Wood  on  his  right.  The  latter  pressed  forward  his  skirmishers 
till  a  large  open  field  was  reached  r.  here  it  was  discoveredthat  the  enemy's  works . 
were  still  in  our  front.  Immediately  the  skirmishers  were  withdrawn,  and  the 
column  moved  rapidly  hy  the  left  flank  at  least  another  mile  to  the  east- 
ward ;  the  ground  was  carefully  reconnoitred  by  General  Wood  and  myself. 
We  still  found  a  line  of  works  to  our  right,  but  they  did  not  seem  to  cover 
General  Wood's  front,  and  they  were  new,  the  enemy  still  working  hard  upon 
them.  I  gave  a  little  time  for  tlie  troops  of  Wood's  division  to  rest,  and  for 
Johnson's  to  form  a  little  retired  on  his  (Wood's)  left. 

From  the  position  now  occupied  by  the  ti-oops,  woods,  more  or  less  open,  ex- 
tended up  to  the  enemy's  apparent  flank.  A  road  skirted  the  woods  opposite 
our  right,  running  perpendicular  to  the  enemy's  line ;  another  road  ran  obliquely 
towards  the  left,  and  in  rear  of  Johnaoa's  position. 

McLean's  brigade  was  sent  to  a  place  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  works,  n 
little  to  the  right  of  tbe  point  of  attack,  with  a  view  to  attract  the  enemy's  at- 
tention and  draw  his  fire.  As  sooa  as  everything  was  in  readiness,  about  5  p.  m.. 
General  Wood  commenced  his  advance,  Hazen's  brigade  leading. 

The  entire  column  marched  briskly  forward,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
and  vigorously  assaulting  his  main  line.  Complaint  eame  immediately  that  tlio 
supporting  column  undei'  General  Johnson  was  not  far  enough  advanced.  Gen- 
eral Johnson  was  directed  to  push  forward  a  brigade  to  Hazen's  left.  He 
answered  that  he  was  doing  so,  and  that  it  would  soon  be  in  position.  Genera! 
Wood  became  very  heavily  engaged,  so  as  to  necessitate  moving  forward  liis 
supporting  lines,  and  he  found  strong  works  on  his  front,  except,  perhaps,  op- 
posite his  two  left  regiments.  Colonel  Scrlbtier,  who  commanded  General  John- 
son's  advance  brigade,  finding  his  own  left  fired  into  freni  across  Picket's  Milk 
ereek,  halted  and  threw  some  ti-oopa  across  it  for  his  protection.  This  deiay 
occurring  at  precisely  the  same  time  ivith  Wood's  assault,  was  unfortunate,  for 
it  enabled  the  enemy  with  his  reserves  to  force  back  the  left  of  General  Wood's 
line,  and  bring  an  enfilading  and  reverse  fire  upon  his  ti-oops.  Again,  by  some 
mistake  of  orders,  McLean's  troops  did  not  show  themselves  to  the  enemy,  nor 
open  any  fire  to  attract  his  attention  on  General  Wood's  right,  so  that  the  enemy 
was  able  to  pour  a  cross-fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  into  his  right  flank. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  soon  became  evideut  that  the  assault  had  failed^ 
aud  that  the  troops  must  be  withdrawn  with  cai-e,  in  order  to  bringoff  our  wounded., 
and  to  prevent  a  successful  sally  of  the  enemy  from  his  works. 

General  Johnson  formed  his  troops  in  the  rear  of  and  to  the  left  of  the  entire 
position,  while  General  Wood  carefully  withdrew  his  division  and  formed  on  a 
ridge  further  to  the  right.  General  McLean  having  been  requested  to  p«s!i 
further  to  the  right,  in  order  to  make  connexion  with  the  rest  of  the  army,  dis- 
regarded the  request,  and  moved  off  at  once  by  the  road,  leaving  these  two  divi 
sions  isolated.  He  (McLean)  alleged  in  excuse  that  his  men  were  entirely  with- 
out rations. 

Our  losses  were  very  heavy,  being  upwards  of  fourteen  hundred  (1.400)  killed,. 
wounded,  and  missing  in  Genera!  Wood's  division  alone. 

Though  the  assault  was  repulsed,  yet  a  position  was  secured  aear  Picket's 
mills  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  subsequent  movement  of  the  army,  and  it 
lias  been  subsequeiitly  ascertained  that  the  enemy  suffered  immensely  in  the 
action,  and  regarded  it  as  the  severest  attack  made  during  the  eventful  campaign . 

Johnson  and  Wood  made  strong  inti-enohmeiits  during  the  night.  Gentral 
.Tohason  received  quite  a  severe  wound  from  a  shell,  and  was  obliged  to  leave 
md  the  nest  morning. 
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Daring  the  movement  aud  fighting  on  the  left,  Stanley  and  Newton  made 
strong  demon Btrations  in  their  respective  fronts.  At  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  tried 
their  lines,  from  which  he  was  driven  back  with  loss. 

May  28. — Ytxy  little  occurred  on  ray  front  of  interest  except  the  readjusting 
liaea.  Stanley  placed  a  brigade  ia  reserve  on  the  Ackworth  read,  opposite  the 
interval  between  General  Wood  and  Major  General  Schofleld.  At  4.30  p.  m. 
the  enemy  made  a  alight  demonstration  in  front  of  Generals  Stanley  and  Newton, 
while  he  was  making  a  regular  assault  npon  General  McPheraon's  lines  near 
Dallas.     The  enemy  was  repulsed  at  every  point. 

May  29. — Very  little  of  interest  occurred  during  the  day.  An  assault  was 
made  upon  General  Newton's  lines  at  11  p.  m,,  which  his  troops  handsomely 
repulsed.  Heavy  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Dallas  a  Uttle  later,  where- 
upon a  strong  demonstration  by  artillery  and  musketry  firing  was  made  by  Stan- 
ley and  Newton. 

Mai/  30  and  31, — Skirmishing  and  some  alight  reeonnoissancea  by  ourselves 
aud  the  enemy,  but  no  material  change  occurred. 

June  1. — The  movement  of  the  army  to  the  left  commenced,  General  Mc- 
Pheraon  and  General  Davis  having  withdrawn  from  the  extreme  right  position. 
On  the  3d  the  movement  was  continued;  the  2&th  and  23d  corps  and  part  of  the 
14th  passed  beyond  our  extreme  left. 

June  3  and  4. — Nothing  of  consei^uence  excepting  that  I  thinned  and  extended 
my  lines  so  as  to  cover  the  ground  occupied  by  the  23d  corps,  and  afterwards 
by  Davis'a  division  of  the  14th  corps,  reheving  those  troops  in  order  to  prolong 
our  lines  to  the  left.  The  resiilt  of  these  movements  was  to  cause  the  enemy  to 
abandon  his  lines  on  the  night  of  June  4. 

June  5. — The  command  rested. 

June  6. — ^Marched  towards  Ackworth,  crossing  AUtoona  creek,  and  massed  the 
command  near  Dr.  Petere's  bouse,  on  the  Ackworth  and  Sandtown  road,  abont 
two  miles  from  Ackworth,  which  was  already  in  possession  of  our  troops. 

June  7,  8,  and  9, — All  that  was  done  by  the  entire  army  was  establishing  the 
depots  at  Alatoona,  rebuilding  the  bridge  across  the  Etowah,  and  bringing  up 

June  10. — Movements  were  resumed.  The  4th  corps  was  directed  to  follow 
the  14th  along  the  direct  Marietta  road.  The  14jh  corps  having  passed  to  the 
left,  this  road  was  opened  to  my  command.  I  pushed  forward  General  Stanley's 
division  in  the  advance  until  within  view  of  Pine  Top,  which  is  an  isolated  hil!  just 
to  the  south  of  Burnt  Hickory  and  Marietta  road.  We  here  encountered  the 
enemy's  skirmishers;  pressing  them  back,  we  discovered  that  Pine  Top  was 
cccnpied  by  the  enemy  in  force.  At  this  point  the  command  was  halted  to 
wait  for  the  appearance  of  the  14tli  corps,  which  was  to  have  the  front  in  the 
order  of  march  for  the  day.  When  it  appeared,  General  Palmer  formed  his  line 
facing  southward  toward  Pine  Top ;  the  two  corps  formed  in  conjnnetion  and 
pushed  up  to  within  cannon  range  of  the  enemy's  line.  During  the  night  bat- 
teries were  put  in  position,  and  good  works  were  constructed, 

June  11. — General  Palmer's  corps  gained,  a  little  ground  to  his  left  and 
front ;  the  interval  left  was  filled  by  my  command.  , 

June  12  and  13. — Heavy  rains  occurred  and  no  change  took  place. 

June  14. — My  lines  were  extended  about  three  hundred  paces,  and  advanced 
some  three-ijnarters  of  a  mile  on  the  left  towards  the  east  of  Pine  Top,  and  in 
conjunction,  with  the  14th  corps.  During  the  last  three  days  much  artillery 
firiug  occurred.  We  opened  all  of  our  batteries  whenever  the  enemy  showed 
any  force. 

During  the  night  of  the  14th  the  enemy  abandoned  bis  lines  at  Pine  Top,  and 
withdrew  within  his  works,  already  prepared,  running  from  Kenesaw  to  Lost 
mountain.     My  troops  occupied  Pine  Top  as  early  as  3  a.  m. 

June  15,  at  II  a.  m.,  I  received  an  order  from  Major  General  Thomas  to  form 
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a  coluina  of  attack,  and  to  move  soiithward,  ta  the  left  oi  Pine  Top,  promptly 
at  2  p.  m.  Newton's  diviaioa  was  selected  to  take  the  lead,  followed  by  the 
diviBiona  of  Generals  Stanley  and  Wood,  General  Newton  was  required  to  move 
forward  briskly,  with  a  strong  skirmish  line,  and  develope,  if  possible,  a  practi- 
cable point  for  attack,  choosing  his  own  formation.  It  took  General  Newton 
until  3  p.  m.  to  get  his  column  organized,  wben  he  pushed  forward  a  strong  line 
of  skirmishers,  which,  in  a  few  moments,  elicountered  an  intrenched  skirmish 
line  of  the  enemy.  This  line  was  carried  with  very  little  delay,  whereupon 
General  Newton  moved  up  hia  main  lines  to  the  position  gained.  The  skirmish 
line  was  advanced  still  further,  but  encountered  so  heavy  a  musketry  fire  that 
it  (vaa  deemed  prjident  to  deploy  a  portion  of  the  advanced  line.  I  moved  tip 
General  Stanley  to  cover  General  Newton's  right  flank. 

In  the  meanwhile  General  Newton  had  driven  the  enemy's  skirmishers  within 
his  main  works,  and  reported  them  so  thoroaghly  constructed  and  so  well  maniied, 
that  I  deemed  it  improper  tn  risk  an  assault  without  a  further  reconnoissance  : 
besides,  the  day  was  already  nearly  spent. 

General  Thomas  approved  of  my  action,  and  directed  me  to  fortify  where  I 

The  next  day,  June  16,  two  batteries  were  constructed  on  our  skirmish  line. 
In  the  oue  on  Stanley's  front  a  valuable  officer.  Captain  Simendaon,  General 
Stanley's  chief  of  artillery,  was  killed. 

During  the  uight  these  two  batteries  were  connected  by  maia  Hues  of  intrench- 
ments,  and  oar  ti-oops  moved  into  them.  The  position  of  a  part  of  these  lines 
was  anch  that  the  enemy's  skirmishera  had  to  be  pushed  back.to  gain  it.  Tin.' 
whole  line  was  then  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy's  works. 

Uoubtless  believing  that  we  could  carry  several  points  in  our  front  by  assaulc, 
the  enemy  determined  to  withdraw  during  the  night ;  at  any  rate  my  troops  entered 
his  abandoned  works  by  daylight  on  the  movniiig  of  the  17th.  Our  skirmish  line 
found  that  of  the  enemy  about  a  mile  beyond  these  works,  and  in  such  a  position 
as  to  indicate  that  he  had  simply  withdrawn  his  left,  without  moving  his  right 
flank.  My  lines  were  foimed  facing  eastward,  Genei'al  Wood  on  the  right,  Gen- 
eral Newton  on  the  left.  General  btanley  in  reserve,  and  advanced  well  covered 
with  sk:niii''heis  The  difficulties  of  the  ground  were  such  that  the  enemy  was 
enabled  to  ie8i".t  oui  piogresa  more  than  usual.  It  took  until  night  to  drive  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  aciois  Mud  creek.  After  dark  our  skinnishera  havint:; 
secured  a  faioiable  position,  thoroughly  intrenched  it.  Twice  before  daylight 
the  enemy  attempted  to  drive  them  back  but  failed. 

June  IS. — At  6  45  a.  m.  it  was  reported  io  me,  by  one  of  General  Wood's 
staff  ofScera,  that  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  leaving,  whereupon  I  directed  Geii- 
erala  Newton  and  Wood  to  advance  a  atrong  line  of  skirmiehera  to  ascertain 
whether  this  report  was  true.  This  movement  commenced  at  once  on  Newton's 
front;  the  enemy  seemed  taken  partially  by  surprise,  and  was  driven  from  a 
main  line  of  works.  General  Harker,  perceiving  the  advantage  gained,  without 
waiting  for  oi-ders  deployed  two  of  his  regiments  to  secure  and  hold  this  advanced 
poaition.  I  directed  General  Newton  to  move  up  hia  entire  division  in  support. 
General  Baird's  division  of  the  14th  corps  came  up  very  promptly  on  his  left. 
General  Wood  having  gained  the  ridge  on  the  east  of  Mnd  creek,  intrenched 
the  position,  making  a  continons  work.  General  Newton's  troops  wore  in  su.ch 
close  contact  with  the  enemy  that  three  men.  were  detailed  from  each  company  in 
the  front  line  to  keep  up  a  continuous  fire  to  prevent  him  from  opening  his  artil- 
lery or  musketry,  which,  however,  in  spite  of  this  precaution,  was  occasionally 
done.  As  soon  aa  it  was  dark,  Newton's  division  intrenched  strongly  within 
less  than  one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  works.  The  advantage  gained  by 
these  movements  was  great;  the  liae  seized  waa  that  portion  of  the  old  line  that 
jutted  out  from  the  new,  which  was  necessary  for  the  enemy  to  hold  to  prevent 
a  successful  assault  upon  the  new  position.     It  had  rained  hard  during  tlie 
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whole  tiny,  and  Mnd  creek  was  swollen  so  that  horses  had  to  swim  it,  jet  the 
troops  managed  to  bridge  it  and  cross  with  infantry  aad  artJUery  and  secure  the 
important  ground  before  described.  Gfeaeral  Thomas,  as  sooq  as  he  was  appris- 
ed of  the  position  of  things,  directed  an  assanlt  for  the  next  day,  but  the  enemy 
again  witlidvew  before  moi-ning. 

Jfiite  19. — As  soon  as  I  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  gone,  I  directed  Gen- 
.  eral  Stanley,  at  6  a.  m.,  to  push  forward  towards  Marietta,  which  he  did,  followed 
by  Ihe  other  two  divisioaf.  He  encountered  the  enemy's  skumishers  near  Wal- 
lace's house,  on  the  Marietta  road,  about  three- ijuarters  of  a  mile  from  Nose's 
creek,  beyond  which  he  drove  the  enemy  with  his  infantiy  and  ai-tiliery.  Gen- 
eral Newton  came  up,  and  did  the  same  on  bis  left.  The  command  then  took 
position  on  the  western  bank  of  this  creek.  The  enemy's  position  was  in  plain 
sight  and  within  musketry  range.  His  lines  seemed  to  extend  along  the  crest 
of  Little  Kenesaw  and  the  southern  spur,  refusing  to  his  left  after  leaching  the 
base  of  it.  This  line  was  apparently  unassailable,  being  as  strong  as  possible 
by  nature,  and  having  plenty  of  felled  trees  in  its  front.  General  Hookei,  who 
had  moved  in  a  parallel  column,  had  crossed  Nose's  creek  further  BOiith,  and 
moved  uoi-thward  until  his  left  division  was  near  my  right  flank  The  next 
morning,  June  2 0th,  General  Hooker's  left  division  (William's)  was  relieved 
by  General  Wood's  division,  and  one  brigade  of  General  Stanley's  division. 
During  the  forenoon  Stanley  crossed  the  creek  in  his  front  and  constructed  a 
line  of  works.  During  the  afternoon  he  carried  a  wooded  hill  in  front  of  Whit- 
taker's  brigade;  also  another,  called  Bald  knob,  in  front  .of  bis  right  brigade, 
Colonel  Kirby.  Whittaker  rapidly  barricaded  his  new  front.  He  had  hardly 
got  his  works  constructed  when  they  were  fiercely  assaulted  by  the  enemy, 
who  were  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  The  attempt  was  renewed  several  times, 
but  with  no  better  success.  On  Kirby's  front,  however,  it  was  attempted  to 
hold  the  knob  by  skiriiiialiers  while  the  pioneers  intrenched.  These  skirmish- 
ers, with  the  pioneers,  were  forced  back  by  the  assanlt  on  Whittaker's  brigade 
which  extended  to  them,  and  this  position  was  lost  for  the  day. 

Jtine2i. — General  Newton's  division  havingbeen  relieved  by  General  Pal- 
mer was  moved  to  the  right  of  General  Wood's,  relieving  a  part  of  General 
Hooker's  troops.  At  11.30  a.  m.  I  ordei-ed  that  Colonel  Kirijy  and  Colonel 
Nodine,  commanding  General  Wood's  left  brigade,  move  in  conjunction,  and 
seize  and  hold  the  Bald  knob  that  Kirby  had  lost  the  evening  before ;  the 
enemy  had  then  intrenched  it  pretty  strongly,  and  it  was  under  the  hottest 
kind  of  a  fire  from  his  guns.  I  directed  a  concentrated  artillery  fire  of  a  half 
honr's  duration  upon  this  point,  and  ordered  the  advance,  which  was  promptly 
made.  The  enemy  was  driven  ofi',  a,  number  of  prisoners  were  taken,  the  knob 
was  secured,  and  the  crest  was  intrenched  while  the  enemy  were  firmg  upon  it 
from  two  batteries  of  artUlery,  General  Wood  pushed  two  of  his  regiments  still 
further  to  the  front  and  right,  and  took  possession  of  a  height,  which  made  the 
enemy  ahandou  a  long  intrenched  skirmish  line  and  enabled  us  to  move  forward 
our  right  across  an  open  field,  four  or  five  hundred  yards. 

June  22. — General  Hooker  advanced  his  corps  in  an  easterly  direction  on  my 
right,  and  my  right  division  was  wheeled  up  in  connexion  with  the  movement, 
occasioning  heavy  skirmishing  in  its  front.  About  5  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  an 
assault  on  General  Hooker's  right  division,  {General  Williams's,)  and  I  was 
soon  rei^uested  to  relieve  his  left  division  (General  Eutterfield's,)  for  a  re-enforce- 
ment with  my  troops.  I  sent  every  regiment  that  I  had  out  of  line  at  once. 
General  Thomas  had  already  directed  that  General  Stanley's  should  be  relieved 
by  General  ICing's,  but  this  could  not  be  effected  until  after  dark,  owingto  King's 
close  proximity  to  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  relieved  during  the  night,  Stanley 
pushed  his  entire  command  to  my  right. 

June  23. — In  accordance  with  request  of  General  Thomas,  I  tried  an  intrenched 
height  in  front  of  General  Newton's  and  Stanley's  position,  it  being  doubted 
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whether  ov  not  this  was  a  position  of  tlie  enemy's  main  line.  I  opened  upon  it 
a  cnucentrated  artillery  fire  from  aa  many  guns  as  I  could  bring  to  bear,  and 
imiaediately  afterwarda  advanced  a  strong  skirmish  line,  ivhicli  dreve  the  enemy 
within  his  works  and  developed  a  heavy  artillery  and  musketry  fire.  By  this 
operation  I  advanced  our  lines  particularly  oa  the  extreme  right,  to  vSry  close 
prosimity  to  tlie  rebel  works.  These  proved  to  be  bis  main  linea,  covered  by 
troublesome  abatis  and  other  eatanglements. 

June  24,  25,  and  S6. — Tbe  corps  remained  in  the  same  position. 

June  27. — In  General  Thomas's  Special  Field  Order  of  June  2Sth  I  was  le- 
ijuired  to  afisawlt  tbe  enemy's  works  at  some  point  near  tbe  left  of  General 
^^tanley'a  division.  General  Palmer,  with  bis  column  on  my  right,  was  directed 
to  carry  the  enemy's  works  in  his  front.  The  whole  movement  was  to  t«ke 
place  at  S  a.  m.  After  a  careful  examiaation  of  the  ground  I  fonnd  only  two 
points  where  the  troops  could  have  a  reasonable  cover  in  Stanley's  front,  and 
decided  to  make  two  columns  of  attack.  Brigadier  General  Harker  led  oae 
column  and  General  Wagoer  another,  while  General  Kimball  moved  in  support, 
ia  echelon  with  Wagner's  brigade.  These  columns  had  each  a  regimental-di- 
vision front,  and  were  separated  by  about  oae  hundred  yards  interval ;  the  whole 
front  was  covered  by  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers.  Such  troops  of  Stanley's  and 
Wood's  as  were  free  to  move  were  massed  in  support.  The  artillery  of  the 
corps  was  so  placed  as  to  bring  a  heavy  fii-e  on  the  points  of  attack.  General 
Palmer's  aiTaugements  were  made  simultaneous  with  mine.  The  artillery  opened 
from  all  points,  and  eoutinued  firing  for  about  fifteen  minutes.  At  a  preconcerted 
signal  tbe  columns  pushed  rapidly  forwai-d,  driving  in  the  enemy's  akii-miahers, 
and  were  not  checlced  until  they  reached  the  entanglements  in  front  of  the 
enemy's  works.  At  this  place  the  artillery  and  infantry  fire  was  so  galling  that 
the  advance  was  stopped.  General  Harker  is  reported  to  have  made  a  second 
advance,  when  he  received  the  wound  which  caused  bis  death.  Some  of  his 
men  succeeded  in  reaching  the  enemy's  works,  but  failed  to  secure  a  lodgement. 
As  soon  aa  it  became  evident  tliat  the  enemy's  intrenchments  could  not  be  car- 
ried by  assault,  the  command  was  directed  to  resume  ita  former  position.  Our 
losaes  were  very  heavy,  particularly  in  valuable  of&cers.  I  call  special  attention 
1,0  report  of  Brigadier  Gfenerai  Newton  of  this  attack,  and  to  bis  opinion  as  to 
the  causes  of  its  beiug  unsuccessful.  My  experience  is,  that  a  line  of  works 
throughly  constnicted,  with  the  front  well  covered  with  abatis  and  other  entan- 
glements, well  manned  with  infantry,  whether  with  our  own  or  that  of  the  enemy, 
cannot  be  carried  by  direct  aaaaolt;  the  eieeptiona  are  when  some  one  of  the 
nbove  conditions  ai-e  wanting,  or  where  the  defenders  are  taken  by  surprise. 
The  strength' of  such,  a  line  is,  of  course,  increased  by  well-an-anged  batteries. 
Notwithstanding  the  probabilities  against  success,  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to 
assault  strong  works,  as  has  occurred  in  several  instances  during  the  present 
campaign. 

Froin  June  38  to  July  2,  inclusive,  preparations  were  made  and  partially 
executed  for  resting  the  left  of  the  entire  army  opposite  the  southern  extremity 
of  Little  Kentsaw,  so  aa  to  extend  the  right  and  turn  tbe  enemy's  left  flank. 
The  enemy,  doubtless  perceiving  these  movements,  evacuated  his  position  in  our 
Irout  on  the  night  of  the  2d. 

July  3. — The  corps  marched  from  camp  in  pureuit  of  the  enemy  at  n  a.  m,, 
Stanley's  division  leading.  After  passing  through  Marietta  the  corps  followed 
ii  route  to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and  came  upon  the  enemy'a  skirmishers  near 
Neal  Dow  station,  between  three  and  four  miles  south  of  Marietta.  Stanley's 
division  was  deployed  confronting  the  enemy,,  the  right  resting  on  the  railroad, 
and  the  other  two  divisions  were  massed  in  reserve  a  little  south  of  this  j-.oint, 
at  a  place  known  as  Smyrna  camp-ground.  The  enemy  had  constructed  another 
good  system  of  works  behind  a  wide,  open  field,  almost  covering  his  entire  front. 
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Having  come  upon  the  enemy's  intrenched  skirmish  line,  and  it  being  late  in 
the  day  whon  the  troops  had  arrived,  no  further  advance  ivaa  ordered. 

Jul//  4. — Greneral  Newton's  and  Geaeral  Wood's  divisions  were  moved  up  into 
line,  on  the  left  of  Genei'al  Stanley's,  at  9  a.  m.  General  Stanley  was  ordered 
to  strengthen  hia  skirmish  line  and  assault  and  carry  the  skirmish  line  of  the 
enemy,  which  was  unusuaily  strong.  It  had  intrenched  pits,  with  from  ten  to 
twenty  men  in  each,  and  these,  in  many  places,  were  not  more  than  twenty- 
yards  apart.  Generals  Newton  and  Wood  were  ordered  to  move  their  skirmish 
lines  in  conjunction  with  General  Stanley's.  The  movement  commenced  at  about 
11  a.  m.  The  Hues  were  handsomely  carried  in  Stanley's  front  under  a  trying- 
artillery  fire,  in  addition  to  the  nmsketry  fire  from  the  rifle-pits.  Immediately, 
General  Stanley  moved  up  his  main  line  and  inti-enehed  the  position  gained. 
This  was  within  short  musketry  range  of  the  enemy's  continuous  works.  Gen- 
eral Newton  took  a  part  of  the  same  line,  as  also  did  General  Wood,  at  a  later 
hour.     During  the  night  the  enemy  again  retreated. 

Jwly  5. — Pursuit  was  continued  by  my  coi-ps  along  the  i-ailroad,  General  Wood 
leading;  very  little  skirmishing  until  the  head  of  the  column  reached  Vining's 
station.  From  this  point  a  road  led  to  the  east  toward  Atlanta,  crossing  the 
Chattahoochee  river  at  Pace's  ferry,  where  the  enemy  had  a  pontoon  bridge. 
Wood's  skirmishers  encountered  a  brigade  of  dismounted  cavalry,  which  had  its 
front  covered  by  rail  barricades  along  a  ridge  at  right  angles  to  the  above-named 
road,  and  one  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  station.  He  quickly  drove  the  enemy 
from  his  barricades  and  pushed  on  to  the  river,  where  he  arrived  in  time  to  save 
a  gi-eater  part  of  the  enemy's  bridge.  The  dismounted  cavalry  seemed  to  have 
retreated  by  a  river  road,  that  we  did  not  then  know,  towards  the  railroad  bridge,, 
and  therefore  escaped  capture.  This  accomplished,  the  command  went  into  camp 
on  a  high  ground  near  to  and  facing  the  river. 

July  6,  7,  and  8. — Remained  in  position,  making  an  occasional  demonstration 
and  feint  as  if  to  throw  a  bridge,  mm  a  view  to  keep  as  large  a  force  of  the  enemy 
on  the  opposite  bank  as  possible. 

Juli/  9, — In  accordance  with  instructions  from  department  headquarters  Gen- 
eral Newton's  division  was  sent  to  Roswell  factory  to  support  General  Garrard's 
cavalry  in  effecting  a  crossing  of  the  Chattahoochee  at  that  point.  He  crossed 
and  made  a  bridge-head. 

Jail/  10. — Stanley's  and  Wood's  divisions  moved  to  near  the  mouth  of  Soap 
creek  in  support  of  Geaeral  Schofield,  who  bad  crossed  the'river  at  that  point. 
Juli/  11. — At  5  p.  m.treceived  orders  to  secure  the  heights  opposite  Powers's 
ferry,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chattahoochee,  to  protect  the  laying  of  a  bridgu 
at  that  point.  Stanley's  division  fulfilled  these  instructions  the  next  morning 
at  daylight,  passing  the  rivel'  at  Schofield's  bridge. 

July  13. — At  3  a.  m.  received  the  order  from  General  Thomas  to  move  my 
entire  corps  to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  crossing  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Powera's 
ferry  that  Colonel  Buell  was  directed  to  lay.  Wood's  division  moved  over  as 
soon  as  the  bridge  was  completed,  while  General  Newton's  division  retumftii 
from  Eoswell  &ctory  and  crossed  the  next  morning.  The  two  later  divisinr.^ 
formed  a  strong  line  on  Stanley's  left  and  front. 

Juli/  13,  14,  15,  and  16. — My  command  remained  in  position. 
July  17.  — General  Wood's  division  moved  down  the  south  side  of  the  river 
three  miles,  to  clear  the  way  for  laying  a  bridge  at  Pace's  ferry  and  cover  thi; 
crossing  of  the  14th  corps.  As  so:>n  as  this  was  accomplished  the  diviaiori  re- 
turned. Owing  to  the  ru^ed  nature  of  the  eonntry,  the  want  of  roads,  and  tlid 
proximity  of  tlie  enemy's  masses  to  Pace's  ferry.  Wood's  movement  was  an 
important  and  delicate  one.  It  was  satisfactorily  executed,  and  without  an  en- 
gagement. 

July  18 — An  intimation  was  given  by  signal  despatch  about  midnight  that 
orders  would  be  received  by  dayhght.     Upon  this  despatch  the  corps  was  di- 


0.  Google 


REPORT    OF    MAJOR    GENKilAL    TIEOMAS.  2f)1 

reeled  to  move.  The  order  of  itistmetions  was  not  received  till  5  a.  m.,  just  an 
the  corps  waa  moving.  As  far  as  concerned  tUis  command,  it  was  to  march 
directly  on  Buckhead,  and  go  into  position  on  the  left  of  the  place  along  the 
Turner's  ferry  and  Backhead  road.  Newton's  head  of  column  left  eamp  at  4.30 
a.  m.  Very  little  oppositiou  was  encountered  till  neai-  Nancy's  creek,  on  the 
o}.p06ite  aide  of  which  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  disposed,  supporting  a  section 

f  ait  liery      Tl  o  brii^ge  across  Elie  creek  was  partially  burned.     The  enemy 

pened  his  artilleiy  on  Newlou'a  advance ;  batteries,  however,  were  placed  in 
[   'fition  and  filed  driving  off  Ihe  enemy's  guns.     After  some  little  delay  the 

reek  was  croised  the  enemy  driven  away,  and  the  bridge  rebuilt.  The  column 
jrogrcssed  skumiibing  with  the  enemy's  cavalry,reached  Buckhead  about  noon, 

nd  took  up  the  poa  tion  above  indicated. 
July  19. — In  accordance  with  inatmetions  from  General  Thomas,  G-eneral 
Wood's  division  made  a  reconnoissance  down  the  Buck  Head  and  Atlanta  road 
reaching  Peach  Tree  creek  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  enemy's  outposts,  driven  in  by 
General  Wood,  burned  the  bridge  after  crossing.  Having  accompanied  this 
reconnoissance  I  discovered  a  well-conatmcted  bridge-head  on  the  high  ground 
beyond  the  week.  The  enemy  had  artillery  and  infantry  and  was  in  consider- 
able force.  Stanley  meanwhile  reconnoitred  on  the  I>ecatur  road,  driving  the 
enemy's  skirmishers ;  he  seized  the  bridge,  just  burning,  across  the  north  fork 
of  Peach  Tree  creek,  and  saved  the  most  of  it.  Newton  pushed  a  reconnois- 
sance on  an  intermediate  road  to  Peach  Tree  creek,  but  found  the  bridge  already 
destroyed,  and  the  enemy  intrenched  in  force  on  the  opposite  bank.  All  of 
these  feicts  were  immediately  reported  to  General  Thomas.  11.20  a.  m.,  instruc- 
tions wei-e  received  from  General  Thomas  to  cross  Peach  Tree  creek,  whereupoti 
General  Wood  was  required  to  effect  a  crossing  near  his  position ;  ho  succeeded 
in  crossing  the  creek  beyond  the  enemy's  left  flank,  turned  his  position,  forced 
liim  from  the  bridge-head  and  moved  over  two  brigades  of  his  division  to  hold 
the  points  gained.  He  immediately  commenced  to  rebuild  the  bridge.  Stanley 
also,  on  the  Decatur  road,  repaired  the  old  bridge  and  constructed  a  new  one. 
Newton's  division  was  moved  to  Peach  Tree  creek  iu  support  of  General  Wood, 
yianley  moved  across  the  north  fork  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

July  20, — There  being  a  slight  conflict  of  orders  received,  I  visited  depart- 
ment headquarters  at  daylight,  and  was  instructed  to  push  one  division  on  the 
direct  Atlanta  road,  and  to  move  the  otlier  two  as  directly  as  possible  to  the 
support  of  General 'Sehoiield.  General  Newtoa  was  instructed  to  relievo  the 
troops  of  General  Wood  in  his  vecinity,  and  General  Wood  to  close  up  on 
General  Stanley  on  the  Decatur  road.  General  Stanley  commenced  the  march 
at  7  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  to  the  crossing  of  the  south  fork  of  Peach  Tree  creek, 
followed  by  General  Wood.  Here  the  bridge  was  found  to  have  been  burned  ; 
having  pushed  over  a  strong  skirmish  line,  a  new  biidge  was  built.  At  10  a.  m. 
Geneml  Stanley  began  to  cross  his  column.  His  skirmishers  were  already 
engaged.  Communication  was  had  with  General  Schofteld  who  was  moving  on  a 
road  about  a  mile  to  our  left.  This  road  and  mine  gradually  converged  towards 
Atlanta.  Soon  the  enemy  fired  with  sheDs  and  cajiister  upon  Sfanley's  advance, 
and  the  resistance  became  obstinate,  thus  indicating  that  we  were  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  force.  General  Stanley  drove  in  the  enemy's  outposts  and  came  up  in 
sight  of  intrenchments,  well  made  and  located,  in  front  of.  which  the  usual  line 
of  skirmishers  was  formed.  Little  was  done  until  near  night,  except  to  deploy 
our  lines,  and  make  works  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy's  position ;  Geneiit! 
Wood  foi-ming  to  the  right  of  General  Stanley.  During  the  afternoon  and 
evening  General  Stanley  had  a  sevei'e  skirmish,  driving  ia  a  portion  of  the 
enemy's  picket  line,  and  capturing  the  rest  in  his  front.  Newton's  division,  in 
accordance  witli  instructions  from  department  headquarters,  endeavored  to  push 
on  towards  Atlanta  pa  the  direct  road.  As  General  Newton  was  separated  from 
the  other  two  divisions  of  the  corps  by  an  internal  of  nearly  two  miles,  and  as 
T  17 
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it  was  difficult,  if  uot  imposaibie,  to  communicate  witli  liini,  I  directed  that  Lc 
shonld'report  for  orders  to  CJeueval  Thomas,  The  latter  instructed  him  to  wait 
till  the  30th  corps  had  formed  a  junction  with  him,  and  thea  advance.  About 
1  p.  m.  he  ordered  forward  his  skirmishers,  driving  in  those  of  the  enemy, 
securing  for  himself  important  ground  and  aseei-tainine  that  the  euemy  was  near 
by  in  strong  force  ;  whereupon  he  located  two  brigades  in  hue  neailj  peipcn 
dicular  to  the  road,  on  the  rigbt  and  left,  and  moved  the  otliei  up  in  column  foi 
support.  Between  the  two  deployed  brigades  a  battery  if  foui  guu=  was  placed 
General  Newton  covered  his  tront  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  lough  lau  hi  i 
cades.  Soon  he  was  severely  attacked  in  front  by  a  division  of  the  enemj 
Another  division  had  already  pushed  hack  hia  skirmisher'!  and  passed  his  If  (i 
jiank,  thrusting  itself  between  the  Pea  Viae  and  Peach  Piee  cieeks  Immedi 
ately  after  the  front  attack  a  third  rebel  division  attacked  his  right  1  h 
general  seems  to  have  given  his  attention  first  to  the  left  his  iiitilleiy  uot  n 
position  in  front,  was  located  in  the  rear,  and  together  with  some  musketiy  hi 
from  detached  regiments,  checked  aud  drove  back  tbis  flanking  foiee  into  th 
woods.  Next  the  front  attack,  which  enveloped  the  left  wis  bandsomelj  met 
and  the  enemy  was  driven  back  with  loss.  The  attack  upon  his  light  wa 
repulaed  by  hia  right  brigade,  which  was  obliged  to  protect  his  flank  by  forniin, 
a  line  at  right  an^ea  to  its  position.  This  flank  was,  howevei  soon  coveicd  bj 
the  advance  of  the  20th  corps.  A  second  attempt  was  made  on  Newton  s  1  ti 
and  rear.  This  time  General  Thomas  had  sent  him  an  additional  battery  fron 
the  SOth  corps,  which,  in  conjunction  with  the  guns  aheady  m  position  anc 
another  fonr-gun  battery  belonging  to  Newton,  opened  hre  upon  the  enemj 
columns.  He  was  then  easily  repulsed,  after  the  first  attack  Several  subsi, 
queut  assaults  were  made  upon  Newton's  lines,  the  action  lasting  until  daik 
The  brigade  commanders.  Brigadier  General  Kimball  Colonels  Biadley  ai  ! 
Blake  are  highly  complimented  for  gallantry,  also  other  oflicei-^  in  Genei  1 
Newton's  report.  The  position  held  was  vital,  securing  as  it  did  the  Buck  Hca  i 
and  Atlanta  road,  and  constituting  the  left  of  our  right  wing  while  the  army  v,  a . 
divided.  The  loss  of  the  division  was  small  compared  with  that  of  the  20iis 
corps  engaged  in  its  immediate  right.  This  resulted  from  the  peculiar  disposi- 
tions of  the  troops,  and  that  they  had  time  to  cover  their  front  with  alight 
ban'icades.  The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  in  fi-ont  of  this  division, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred,  (1,500,)  while  the  casualties  of  thi.* 
division  itself  were  about  one  hundred  (100.)  General  Newton's  division  held 
possession  of  the  field  and  buried  the  enemy's  dead.  In  the  night  the  enemy 
withdrew  from  the  angle  between  Newton's  left  and  the  north  fork  of  Peaelj 
Tree  creek,  enabling  General  Wood,  in  the  morning,  to  swing  up  a  mile  and  (i 
half  upon  his  extreme  right. 

Jtdi/  21. — Generals  Stanley  and  Wood  again  pressed  up  close  to  the  enemy'a 
new  lines  and  skirmished  sharply  with  him  during  the  entire  day.  Batterie.-- 
were  placed  in  position  and  fired  continuously  at  every  point  where  they  couhS 
produce  any  efleet.  During  the  night  the  enemy  evacuated  hia  works  and  moved 
into  Atlanta. 

tTw^y  23. — At  daylight  General  Stanley  and  Generiil  Wood  moved  on  different 
roads  towards  Atlanta.  Stanley  came  upon  the  skirmishers  about  two  milc^ 
from  the  city,  and  immediately  deployed  his  lines ;  General  Wood  formed  upon 
hia  right,  pushing  well  to  the  front,  and  taking  possession  of  an  important  ridge ; 
General  Newton  moved  upon  the  Buck  Head  road  and  termed  a  junction  witli 
Wood's  division. 

In  this  general  position  my  lines  were  established  and  fortified,  and  the  bat- 
teries of  the  corps,  for  the  most  part,  placed  in  such  a  position  as  to  bring  a  fiie 
upon  the  enemy's  works  or  the  eity  beyond.  During  the  day  a  terrific  battle 
occurred  between  the  enemy  and  the  army  of  tlie  Tennessee,  on  the  extrem;. 
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left;  meanwhile,  iu  accordnnce  with  instrnctiouB  received,  I  hehl  my  command 
in  momentary  readiness  to  move. 

July  23,  34,  25,  26. — My  corps  remained  substantially  in  the  same  position, 
having  completed  a  system  of  works  strong  enough  td  be  held  by  a  thin  single 

Jail/  27. — la  obedience  to  orders  from  Major  General  Sherman,  I  took  leave 
of  the  4th  army  corps,  and  assumed  command  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee. 

In  conclasion  I  wish  to  say  that  it  pains  me  not  to  be  able  to  give  a  aahstantial 
reward  to  officers  who  have  so  faithfully,  so  energetically  and  unselfishly  co- 
operated with  me  daring  our  prolonged  and  arduous  campaign.  I  leave  the  gal- 
lant officers  and  soldiers  in  the  hands  of  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  com- 
manders for  houorable  meutioa,  wishingit  understood  that  I  am  the  earnestfriend 
of  every  one  who  is  true  and  patriotic. 

JJIajor  General  Stanley,  Brigadier  General  Newton,  and  Brigadier  General 
Wood,  commanding  divisions,  have  served  the  country  for  the  last  hundred  days 
with  ability  and  constancy,  and  to  them  I  tender  my  warmest  thanks.  AH  under 
their  command  1  must  leave  without  special  notice,  from  the  tact  that  otherwise 
the  list  would  be  too  extended.  For  gallantry,  efficiency,  niiSinching  activity, 
and  gentlemanly  deportment,  I  commend  the  difierent  members  of  my  staff,  via  ; 

Colonel  F.  T.  Sherman,  chief  of  staff,  captured  while  reconnoitring,  Jnly  7 ; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  J,  S.  FuUerton,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
C.  H.  Howard,  assistant  inspector  general;  Lieutenant  Colonel  H,  Hayes,  chief 
qitartermaater;  Lieutenant  ColonelD.  Remick,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence; 
Surgeon  Theo.  H,  Heard,  medical  director;  Captain  E.  P.  Pearson,  seventeenth 
United  States  infantry,  commissary  of  musters;  Captain  Henry  Kaldenbatigh, 
provost  marshal;  Captain  Joseph  A.  Schoesinger,  staff  quartermaster;  Captain 
H.  M,  Stinson,  aide-de-camp,  seriously  wounded  through  the  lungs.  May  37 ; 
Captain  F,  "VV.  Gilbreth,  aide-de-camp;  CaptainE.H.Kerlin,  volunteer  aide-de- 
camp; Captain  Lyman  Bridges,  chief  of  artilJery, 

It  may  not  be  inappropriate,  now  that  I  am  separated  from  your  army,  to  ex- 
press my  appreciation  of  the  nniform  confidence  reposed  inme  by  the  commanding 
general,  and  to  acknowledge  that  I  owe  any  success  or  reputation  I  may  have 
gained  while  in  command  of  the  4th  corps  in  a  great  measure  to  himself.  Here- 
with please  find  a  list  of  casualties,  also  of  recommendations  for  promotion. 

Major  Francis  Mobrbardt  is  highly  commended  for  his  carefulness  in  mapping 
the  country  passed  over  by  the  troops. 

Report  of  casualties  in  J'ourth  army  corps  fiom  May  3,  1864,  to  and,  including 
July  26,  1864. 
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Aggregate-  stiisjigtl)  ou  leaving  (Jlfivelaiid,  excluding  the  regiments  left  bacl 
aa  guards  at  that  place  and  Ottawali,  twenty  thousand,  (20,000,)  very  iieailj 
Promotions  for  effective  service  aad  gallantry  in  action  have  been  recommended 
irnm  time  to  time  apart  from  this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  yonv  obedient  sei*\-aiit, 

0.  0.  nOWARD, 

Mcjo?-  Gt-ncrai. 
Biigadier  Genoral  Whipplk, 

Chief  of  Stcff,  Departmtnt  ofihc  CumUdand. 

Official : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Br ei:eS  Major  and  Aide-de-Cam^'- 


Jifjiarl  of'  the  operatioTis  of  tkc  ^th  army  corps,  from,  the  21tit  day  of  Jii/p 
if/ore  Atlanta,  until  after  llie  battle  of  Joneshoro'  and  the  reoccupation  of  ov 
position  ahowt  Atlanta. 

ilEADIiLAKTKRS  4TH  AeMV  OoKPS,  Dep'T  OF  THK  OuMDSRLAKD, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  Septemher  16,  1864, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  ijpon  the  moi-ning  of  the  27th  of  July,  Genera 
Eoward,  conaManding  4th  army  corps,  turned  the  command  over  to  me  and  lei 
ihe  same  morning  to  take  command  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  The  corp 
was  at  this  time  occupying  a  line  of  ivorks  confronting  the  fortifications  of  Atlant; 
Bxtending  from  a  quartei-  of  a  mile  northwest  of  the  Buck  Head  i-oad  to  tli 
laeigbborhood  of  what  was  knowa  as  the  Howard  house,  General  Newton  holdji) 
she  right.  Wood  the  centre,  and-  the  first,  my  old  division,  commanded  !v 
t'olonel  G-roBs,  the  left.  During  tlie  27th  the  position  was  strengthened  &v. 
imttrCries  were  put  into  play  upon  Atlanta.  On  the  SStli  we  were  directed  x 
niake  a  strong  demonstration  against  the  enemy,  and,  if  possible,  carry  a  poii 
of  hia  lijie.  This  was  done  hy  a  strong  re-enforced  skirmish  line,  and  the  enemy 
rifle-pits  were  carried  upon  Wood's  and  Grose's  front;  but  the  fire  of  artiller 
■was  so  severe,  and  the  main  work  of  the  enemy  seemed  so  well  filled,  that  ii 
attempt  was  made  to  carry  it.  We  took,  upon  this  occasion,  about  fifty  (5( 
yyisoners,  and  retained  and  fortified  for  our  skiimish  line  that  of  the  enem; 
During  the  29th,  30th,  and  31st,  no  changes  were  made  upon  our  lines.  Boin 
notified  that  the  army  of  tlie  Ohio  would  be  withdrawn,  leaving  the  4th  cor; 
iipon  the  flank  of  the  ai-my,  a  new  flank  was  consti'ucted  upon  the  1st  of  Aiigus 
simning  from  the  point  at  which  the  Buck  Head  road  intei-sected  our  front  lii 
along  me  line  of  Spring  creek.  This  line  we  snbseqweutly  did  not  need  to  us 
'i'ke  army  of  the  Ohio  moved  out  the  night  of  the  Ist  of  August,  and  it  w; 
^eessei  advisable  to  keep  up  a  show  of  force  in  the  line  occupied  by  them ;  tl 
first  division  were  accordingly  so  extended  as  to  occupy  all  the  line  occupied  1 
General  Schofield,  This  was  intended  as  only  a  temporary  arrangement  to  1 
maintained  twenty-four  hours,  but  was  finally  kept  up  until  tho  investment 
Atlanta  was  abandoned.  The  second  was  employed  strengthening  onr  lim 
On  the  3d  a  demonstration  was  made  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  fro 
Schoflcld's  movements.  The  rebel  picket  line  was  again  captured,  and  thir 
(30)  of  their  men  fell  bto  oui-  hands.  On  the  4tb,  5th,  and  6th,  the  demonsti' 
lions  werecontiimed,  with  such  variations  as  our  judgments  could  suggest,  a 
however,  tending  to  confirm  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  held  liis  line  in  too  sEioi 
force  to  lae  caiTied  by  any  sudden  dash.  ITrom  this  date  to  the  eeventecntb  j 
special  movement  was  made.  Our  lines  were  very  thin,  probably  not  more  th 
(BIG  rank  in  many  parts  of  the  work ;  but  the  lack  of  force  n'as  supplied  bj'  t 
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material  (lefea CHS  wo  constructed,  consisting  of  abatis,  ffiiiees.&e.,  so  well  applied 
its  to  make  oar  lino  almost  invulnerable.  On  the  17th  orders  were  received 
directing  the  withdrawing  of  the  corps  from  tlieir  iavesting  line,  and  the  massing 
of  the  troops  behind  the  14th  corps ;  this  oi-deralso  directed  the  providing  of  forage, 
rationa,  and  ammunition  for  an  expedition  of  fifteen  days.  The  movement  was  to 
commence  on  the  night  of  the  18th;  bat  the  same  day  ordera  were  received 
delaying  the  order  until  farther  instrnetioua,  ia  anticipation  of  favorable  results 
from  a  contemplated  raid  upon  the  Macon  railroad  by  General  Kilpatrick's  com- 
mand. Dunng  the  18th,  19th,  20th,  and  Slet,  dcmonstratioas  were  constantly 
kept  lip  against  the  enemy's  position  to  favor  the  movements  of  Kilpatjiek.  By 
the  display  of  troops,  exhibition  of  flags  in  new  places,  and  by  strong  reeou- 
noissanees  pushed  south  of  the  Decatur  road,  the  enemy  were  impressed  with  tlie 
biflief  that  we  had  extended  onr  lines  to  the  left,  and  considerable  change  was 
made  in  his  disposition  of  troops  to  meet  us.  These  demonstrations,  alwaye 
resulting  in  severe  skii'mishes,  were  not  without  some  loss  1o  us;  but  oni'  men 
never  failed  to  drive  the  enemy  into  his  main  works.  On  the  night  of  the  25th, 
the  movement  of  withdrawal  directed  to  take  place  on  the  18th  was  succossfuily 
carried  out;  the  troops  quietly  withdrew  from  the  left  at  nightfall.  The  pick- 
ets, under  chai^  of  Colonel  Bennett,  seventy-fifth  Illinois,  came  away  so  secretly 
that  the  enemy  continued  firing  all  night,  only  discovering  our  absence  at  day- 
break- One  surgeon,  one  captain,  and  two  privates  were  captured  by  the  enemy, 
the  result  of  their  own  inexcusable  straggling.  Tho  rear  gnai-d  of  the  divi- 
i-ion  (Newton's)  reached  Proctor's  creek  at  3  o'clock  ia  the  momiug.  The 
corps  was  formed  in  line  at  this  point.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  followed 
and  engaged  ours  about  8  a.  m.  On  the  26th,  after  wasting  an  hour,  and  finding 
that  we  were  followed  only  by  a  skirmish  line,  the  corps  was  put  in  motion. 
Gteneral  Kimball's  division,  west  of  Proctor's  creek,  covering  the  movement. 
About  the  time,  the  troops  were  stretched  out  on  the  road  the  attack  upon  our 
pickets  became  more  serious,  and  Greaeral  Kimball  had  to  send  two  regiments, 
which  had  first  gotten  in  position  behind  an  old  breastwork,  when  the  rebel 
skirmish  line  charged.  They  received  a  volley  which  dispersed  them,  and  onr 
rear  came  away  without  any  further  molestation.  The  day  was  exceedingly 
sultry,  and  the  most  trying  upon  the  men,  of  any  during  the  campaign.  The 
corps,  however,  made  a  good  march,  crossing  TJtoy  creek,  and  taking  position  in 
line  of  battle,  facing  east,  ia  the  vicinity  of  Utoy  post  office.  On  the  27th  we 
moved  by  a  road  leading  south,  and  took  position  at  Meant  Gilead  church,  form- 
ing line,  facing  nearly  south.  The  enemy's  pickets  were  just  in  front  of  us. 
At  this  place  they  fired  a  few  shots  from  artillery  at  our  pickets.  On  the  28tlt 
the  coi-ps  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Red  Oak,  on  the  West  Point  railroad,  following 
llie  14th  corps,  (the  artillery  and  trains  following  a  pwalle!  road  to  the  west  of 
the  one  used  by  us.)  We  encamped  for  the  night  in  line  of  battle,  facing  east. 
Oil  the  29th  General  Wood,  with  two  brigades  of  his  division,  aud  Taylor's 
brigade  of  Kimball's  division,  co-operated  with  the  14th  corps  ia  the  destruction 
nf  the  West  Point  railroad.  The  road  was  thoroughly  desti'oyed  to  a  point  three 
and  a  half  miles  from  East  Poiat.  On  the  30th  moved  by  Ballard's  to  Mrs. 
Long's,  on  the  Altanta  and  Fayettoville  road.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  were 
found,  and.  proved  very  obstinate.  On  the  Shoal  Creek  road,  which  was  east 
from  Mrs.  Long's,  General  Newton's  division  was  left  in  position  to  guai'd  the 
road  and  ivoods ;  Kimball's  division  were  encamped  in  line  iipon  the  Atlanta 
and  Fayetteviile  road.  This  position  of  the  troops  (it  was  learned  just  atnight- 
Eall)  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  department  commander,  but 
ijwing  to  the  lateness  of  the  Lour,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  move  tho  whole 
force,  and  one  brigade  of  General  Wood's  division  and  the  pickets  of  the  com- 
mand were  pushed  out  to  cover  the  road  leading  by  MoiTy's  mill  to  Decatur, 

General  Newton,  at  Mann's  house,  on  the  Sboal  Creek  road,  reported  the 
Eiiemy  in  eonsiderabe  force,  and  i)Ureiiched  between  himself  and  Horry's  mill. 
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Early  August  31  the  corps  was  moved  in  tlie  direction  of  Roagli-and- Ready, 
by  way  of  Thorn's  mOl.  General  Newton  was  instructed  to  remain  in  position 
until  he  should  be  joined  by  General  Sehofield's  force,  and  then  to  follow. 
Arriving  in  sight  of  the  mills  on  Crooked  creek,  on  the  Decatur  road,  a  long 
line  of  brcaatworks  could  be  seen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek;  these  were 
occupied,  but  in  what  force  we  could  not  at  once  determine.  Kimball's  and 
Wood'adivisionswere  deployed,  and  pushing  forward  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers, 
the  enemy,  who  proved  to  be  dismounted  cavalry,  abandoned  the  works,  and 
took  to  tlieir  heels.  Verbal  instructions  having  been  received  to  push  a  strong 
i-econnoissance  to  the  railroad  southeast  of  Rough-and-Ready,  in  conjunction 
with  General  Schofield,  Newton's  division  was  put  in  position,  covering  the 
direct  road  to  Jonesboro' and  protecting  the  artillery  and  trains;  and  Wood's 
and  Kimball's  divisions  were  pushed  forward  to  the  railroad.  As  the  23d  army 
corps  occupied  the  main  road  leading  to  the  railroad,  we  had  to  explore  roads 
leading  further  south,  and  as  nearly  parallel  as  possible.  Owing  to  the  delays 
occasioned  hy  searching  for  roads,  and  the  brushy  nature  of  the  country,  we  did 
not  arrive  at  the  railroad  until  about  4  p.  m.,  and  just  a  few  momenta  after  Gen- 
eral Cox's  division  of  the  S3d  army  corps.  A  small  break  was  made  in  the 
i-oad,  but  deeming  a  secure  lodgment  the  most  important  thing,  the  troops  were 
formed  in  line  facing  Jonesboro',  forming  with  the  23d  corps  a  V,  with  the 
apex  resting  east  of  the  road.  The  troops  were  strongly  baiTicaded  in  this 
position,  and  a  sti-ong  force,  including  all  tlie  pioneers  of  the  coqjs,  was  ordered 
to  commence  breaking  up  the  road.  At  'd  o'clock  in  the  morning  General  Scho- 
field sent  me  a  copy  of  his  instructions  from  district  headquarters,  and  proposed 
that  Cox's  division  should  go  hack  on  the  road,  in  the  direction  of  Bough-and- 
Eeady,  assisting  Garrard  to  break  up  the  road,  and  that  I  should  move  on  in 
the  direction  of  Jonesboro',  breaking  the  road,  and  that  he  would  follow  with 
his  corps,  and  make  the  work  complete.  In  answer  to  tins,  I  objected  to  his 
plan  of  separating  forces,  not  knowing  the  position  of  the  enemy,  but  informed 
him  that  I  should  undoubtedly  receive  instructions  from  department  headquarters. 
At  10  o'clock  in  the  evening  I  received  instrnctiona  from  department  headqoar- 
tei's,  directing  me  to  move  early  towards  Jonesboro',  destroying  the  road,  and 
apprising  me  that  I  would  pi-obably  overtake  Eaird's  division  similarly  employed, 
and  if  I  found  Baird,  to  report  for  further  instructions.  At  daylight  the  corp.^ 
was  put  in  motion,  Kimball's  and  Newton's  divisions  down  the  railroad ;  Wood'.- 
division  on  the  Eongh-and-Ready  and  Griffin  road  in  charge  of  the  extra  artil- 
lery and  baggage.  In  starting  out  in  the  morning  I  passed  General  Sehofield's 
headquarters.  In  conversation  he  asked  me  if  I  ranked  him;  I  told  him  that  I 
did.  He  then  said  if  a  battle  occurred  he  would  be  under  my  command.  I  said 
to  him  that  there  was  little  likelihood  of  a  battle  until  reaching  Jonesboro',  and 
that  our  common  superiors  would  probably  be  near  at  hand.  No  intimation, 
from  any  quarter,  was  given  me  that  General  Schofield  was  under  my  command, 
nor  did  I  so  consider  him.  I  had  no  right  to  command  hiin  unless  so  instracted 
from  competent  authority.  At  10  o'clock  a.  m.  the  head  of  the  corps  arrived  at 
the  point  sti-uck  by  General  Baird's  division  the  day  before.  }iy  chief  of  staff. 
Colonel  Fullerton,  was  at  once  sent  to  General  Thomas  for  iostructions.  At 
quarter  past  twelve  Colonel  Fullerton  i-etumed,  saying  that  General  Thomas  had 
sent  Wood's  division  to  join  the  corps,  and  that  as  soon  as  Wood  had  joined,  and  I 
was  ready  to  advance,  I  should  inform  ihe  department  headquarters.  Major  Sin- 
clair, assistant  adjutant  general,  having  also  returned  from.  General  Thomas,  with 
instrnctiona  to  keep  down  on  the  left  flank  of  Genei'al  Davis,  l-ith  corps,  the  troops 
were  moved  down  the  railroad,  the  bead  of  the  coiuiiin  abreast  with  the  advance  of 
the  14th  corps.  Colonel  Fuller-ton  bi-onght  a  message  from  General  Q^homaa  about 
4  p.  m.  to  push  on  down  the  railroad  towards  Joneaboro'.  This  was  done.  The 
pickets  of  the  enemy  were  struck  about  4  p.  m.  Kirby's  and  Gross's  brigades  of 
Kimball's  division  were  deployed  and  instnicied  to  push  the  enemy  vigorously. 
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N'ewtoo.'s  division  was  also  deployed  on  the  left  of  Kinib all's,  aad  urged  to  push 
forward  as  rat)idlj  as  possible.  It  was  past  5  o'clock  when  Kirby'a  aad  Gross's 
brigades  got  up  in  tUe  face  of  the  enemy.  This  delay,  which  was  fatal  to  om 
success,  was  in  part  owing  to  the  very  dense  nature  of  the  uadergrowtli 
in  front  of  the  enemy's  position,  and,  further,  to  the  slow  progress  the  skir- 
misliers  made  in  piwhing  back  those  of  the  enemy.  General  Gross  and  Colonel 
Kirby,  both  reported  they  could  not  carry  the  position  in  their  fronts,  owing  to 
the  perfect  entanglement  made  by  ctttting  down  the  thick  undergrowth  in  front 
of  the  rail  barricade  the  rebels  had  hastily  thrown  up.  Newton's  division  had 
a  much  larger  circuit  to  make,  and  when  moved  forward  the  right  brigade  (Wag- 
ner's) found  no  enemy  in  front,  but  received  a  fire  from  the  rear  of  their  right 
flank.  The  flank  of  the  enemy  had  been  found  and  turned,  but  it  was  now  pitch 
dark,  and  nothing  more  could  be  done.  Very  early  in  the  night  the  enemy 
retreated.  The  formation  and  advance  of  the  troops  of  Kimball's  and  Newton's 
divisions  was  done  under  a  severe  cannonade,  and  although  the  men  were  per- 
fectly cool  and  behaved  well,  I  have  no  doubt  but  this  delayed  the  deployment. 
Just  before  dark  General  Davis  sent  me  word  that  he  had  positive  information 
that  we  were  on  their  flank,  which  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  tlie  position  of 
the  enemy.  No  one  regrets  more  than  myself  the  escape  of  Hardee's  corps, 
and  it  is  easy,  afier  the  facts  are  revealed,  to  see  how  be  might  have  been  caught; 
but  the  position  of  the  enemy  was  entirely  unknown  to  me,  and  had  to  he  de- 
veloped, aad  the  time  necessary  to  overcome  the  difficulties  brought  us  to  night, 
and  with  night  the  opportunity  for  the  enemy  to  escape.  I  carried  out  all 
orders  and  instructions  received  without  delay,  and  when  the  enemy  was  found 
I  used  all  the  personal  exertions  in  my  power  to  push  the  troops  rapidly  forward. 
I  believe  the  snbordiaate  commanders  put  their  troops  in  position,  aad  advanced 
then  to  the  best  of  their  ability  and  understanding;  that  we  did  not  succeed, 
was  simply  because  the  daylight  was  not  an  hour  longer.  Wood's  division  was 
kept  in  reserve,  as  the  23d  corps  was  not  closed  up  upon  the  4th,  and  I  had  no 
knowledge  of  what  I  might  expect  from  the  enemy  on  my  left  flank.  The  loss 
principally  in  Kimball's  division  was  about  one  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded. 
We  captured  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  (137)  prisoners,  including  seven 
commissioned  officers.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  September  the  enemy 
was  found  to  have  retreated.  About  9  o'clock  tho  corps  was  started  in  pursuit, 
under  instructions  from  General  Sherman,  to  keep  down  the  east  side  of  the 
railroad,  leaving  the  roads  on  the  right  for  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  We  marched 
upon  the  MeDonongh  road  and  cross  county  roads  thi-ee  miles  south  of  Jones- 
horo',  when,  finding  that  we  eoiild  find  a  r-oad  for  artiOery  alongside  the  rail- 
road, this  route  was  followed.  At  12  m,  the  enemy  was  found  in  position,  busily 
fortifying  across  the  road  and  railroad,  about  one  mile  north  of  Lovejoy's  station. 
AiTangeinents  were  made  at  once  for  advancing  upon  the  position,  Newton's 
division  forming  the  right  of  the  line.  Wood's  the  centre,  and  Kimball's  the  left. 
General  Howard,  commanding  the  army  of  tlie  Tenuessee,  notified  me  that  he 
would  advance  in  concei't  with  the  4th  coi-ps,  and  that  he  would  notify  me  when 
ready  to  advance.  This  he  did  at  half  past  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The 
troops  of  his  corps  were  immediately  put  in  motion.  In  an  examination  of  the 
eueTny's  position  upon  the  railroad,  with  General  Newton,  I  had  agreed  with 
liim  that  an  assault  at  that  point  wonld  not  be  advisable,  as  the  artillery  of  the 
enemy  had  too  full  a  sweep  of  the  ground  we  must  pass  over.  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  if  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy, 
I  should  be  able  to  reach  the  rebel  right  flank.  Generals  Wood  and  Kimb^l 
met  very  bad  ground  in  their  advance.  The  country  about  the  head  of  Indian 
creek,  over  which  they  passed,  is  very  broken,  and  intersected  by  difficult  little 
streams  and  marshes;  owing  to  these  difiictdties  it  was  nearly  6  o'clock  before 
Kimball's  and  Wood's  divisions  arrived  at  the  enemy 'a  position.  Tlieir  skirinish- 
ers  were  soon  driven  m.  nnd  Gener^il  Wood  was  engaged  selecting  a  point  of 
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attack  when  he  was  aeverly  wouuded  and  disabled  from  attending  to  the  msn- 
agement  of  hia  advance.  Colonel  Kneffler's  brigade,  the  left  one  of  Wood's 
division,  charged  and  carried  the  enemy's  work,  but  were  unable  to  maintain 
themBolves,  owing  to  a  sweeping  enfilading  fire  coming  from  both  flanks.  Gen- 
eral Kimball  pushed  his  brigade  well  forward,  but  was  struck  in  flank  by  a 
sweeping  artillery  fire,  and  finding  that  be  would  have  to  cross  the  open  field 
to  gaiu  the  enemy's  work,  which  they  were  laboring  might  and  main  to  complete, 
theassault  was  countermanded.  Indeed  the  enemy  had  concentrated  force  enough 
to  hold  nearly  as  long  a  line  as  ourselves,  and  from  onir  observations,  Kimball's 
left  brigade  was  about  opposite  the  rebel  flank.  As  night  had  fallen,  at  this 
time,  the  troops  were  ordered  to  intrench,  and  remain  in  the  position  gaiaed. 
The  23d  corps  came  in  sight  behind  onr  right  flank  during  the  engagement,  but 
gave  no  support  to  our  movement.  The  loss  ia  Kneffler's  brigade  was  quite 
severe,  including  the  dangerously  wounding  of  Colonel  Mandei'son,  18th  Ohio, 
and  Colonel  Baily,  9th  Kentucky,  and  the  kilHng  of  Captain  Miller,  assistant 
adjutant  general  of  the  brigade.  We  remained  in  onr  position,  confronting  the 
enemy,  until  the  night  of  the  5th,  when  the  troops  were  withdrawn,  falling  back 
to  Jonesboro';  remained  in  bivouack  at  Jonesboro'  the  Gth,  on  the  7th  fell  back 
to  the  vicinity  of  Kough- and -Ready,  and  on  the  8th  marched  to  our  present 
camp,  east  of  Atlanta. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  take  pleasnic  m  lecommcnding  to  the  commander 
of  the  department  the  division  comraandei'j  of  this  *,oips,  Generals  Newton, 
Wood,  and  Kimball.  Quick. and  ready  to  comprehend,  tbcy  were  always  zealous 
and  careful  to  cany  out  my  directions.  I  believe  the/  all  most  honestly  deserve 
promotion.  General  Wood  especially,  whose  experience  is  part  of  the  history  of 
this  army  since  its  first  organization,  and  who  has  taken  part  in  all  tho  battles 
of  this  aimy,  has  peculiar  and  strong  claims  for  promotion. 

To  my  staff  I  take  this  occasion  to  pay  a  compliment  for  their  industry  and 
efSeienoy ;  Colonel  J.  S.  Pullerton,  assistant  adjutant  general  and  chief  of  staff ; 
Major  W.  H.  Sinclair,  assistant  adjutant  genera!;  Surgeon  Heard,  medical  direc- 
tor ;  Major  ITrancis  Mobrhardt,  topographical  engineer,  who  has  prepared  for  the 
engineer  department  a  very  complete  set  of  maps  of  the  marches  and  positions  of 
the  corps;  Captain  W.  H.  Greenwood,  corps  inspector;  Captain  J,  W.  Steel, 
aide-de-camp;  Lieutenant  L.  L.  Taylor,  aidc-do-cHmp,  Captain  Pearson,  C.  M., 
acting  aide-de-camp.  Captain  Poreaker  and  Lieutenants  Berry  and  Burton,  signal 
ofiicers,  rendered  good  services  as  volunteer  aids.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Itemiek, 
chief  commissary,  and  Captain  Schoeninger,  chief  ijuartonnaster,  deserve  great 
credit  for  the  efficiency  with  which  their  departments  were  managed.  Captain 
Kaldenbaugb,  pi-ovost  marahal,  always  had  bis  department  in  the  best  of  order. 
The  artillei-y  brigade  was  under  command  of  Captain  Lyman  Bridges,  Illinois 
tight  artillery.  His  report  and  those  of  battery  commanders  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  chief  of  artillery,  department  of  the  Cumberland.  The  artfllery  was 
well  managed  in  action,  and  the  horses  well  cared  for  on  the  march  and  in  camp. 
Captain  Bridges  deserves  credit  for  the  efGciency  of  the  artillery  arm. 

Appended  will  be  found  a  tabular  statement  of  tlie  casnalties  of  the  corps  from 
the  ^d  day  of  May,  the  commencement  of  the  campaign,  to  8th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, the  date  of  the  return  to  Atlanta. 
Respectfully  submitted ; 

D.  S.  STANLKY, 
Mojor  General  Commanding  ilk  Army  Corps. 

Brigadier  General  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Chiff  of  Sta^',  Army  of  ike  Cumhcrland. 
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Consolidated  report,  sJiowing  total  nmnber  of  casualties  in  ilh  army  corps 
during  the  campaign  beginning  May  3  and  ending  September  S,  1864. 
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D.  8.  STANLEY, 


Hr.ADIiUARTEIiS  14rH  ACMY  OORFS, 

W7nte  Hall,  Georgia. 

General  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  I4th  aiTiiy  corps  fram  the  22d  on  August,  on  which  day  I  assumed  com- 
mand of  it,  to  the  8th  day  of  September,  when  it  went  into  camp  at  this  phwe. 

Ac  the  time  of  assuming  command  the  position  of  the  corps  was  located  on 
Ucny  creek,  and  west  of  Atlanta,  and  nearly  opposite  East  Point.  It  was,  and 
had  been  for  some  days,  detached  from  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  was 
acting  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Major  General  Schoiield,  comraaading 
the  army  of  the  Ohio,  in  our  movemeut  against  the  enemy's  position  at  East 
Point. 

After  the  receipt  of  Special  Field  Ovder  ?Io.  57,  headquavtera  military  division 
of  ilie  Mississipiii,  directin;;^  the  movements  of  the  army  against  tbe  Macon  rail- 
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road,  the  corps  was  lield  in.  leacimess  uatil  tlie  26tb,  wLen,  as  a  preliminary 
movement,  it  withdrew  from  the  field-works  and  went  into  bivouac  on  the  south 
side  of  Vtoy  creek.  This  movement  was,  of  necessity,  made  during  the  night, 
and,  owing  to  the  excessive  rain,  bad  roads,  and  darkness  of  the  night,  was  not 
accomphshed  until  after  daylight  the  next  morniug.  On  the  S7th  the  corps 
remained  ill  campawaiting  the  movemeit  of  £ther  cinmanl"  cittmgi  ad"  &. 
preparatory  to  marching  the  next  moming 

At  4  a.  TO.,  the  28tD,  the  corp^  moved  to  Mount  G  lead  church  wheiP  t 
passed  the  fourth  corps,  and  taking  the  advance  reached  its  designated  camp 
near  Rough-and-Eeady,  late  in  the  afternoon  Dunng  the  day  s  march  Mot 
gan's  division  had  the  advance  and  skiimnhed  quite  lively  with  the  nemj  s 
cavalry  at  and  south  of  Camp  ere'  k 

On  the  39th  the  location  of  my  camp  lemame  I  imchangBd  A  pirt  of 
the  troops  were  kept  vigorously  at  wo  k  dur  g  the  day  deatroji  g  the  riilnad 
track,  making  reconnoissances,  and  cutti  i"  roi  1  to  facilitate  oiir  idv  ince  th 
next  moming. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  Major  G-ei;c- 
I'al  Thomas,  the  corps  moved  at  an  early  hour  to  Shoal  Creek  chm-ch  ia  the 
neighborhood,  where  it  bivouacked  for  a  few  hours,  the  troops  getting  their  din- 
ners during  the  halt.  From  this  position  it  marched  to  Couch's  house,  on  the 
Kough-and-Eeady  and  Jonesboro'  road,  in  the  followiug  order;  Baird's  division 
on  the  left,  ia  eo-operatiag  distance  mth  the  4th  corps,  Morgan's  divisioii,  fol- 
lowed by  Carlin's,  and  the  train  moved  on  a  more  direct  road  to  the  right,  in 
supporting  distance  of  Baii-d.  The  enemy  offered  little  resistance,  and  the  whole 
command  went  into  camp  before  night;  my  left  connected  with  the  4th  corps, 
my  right  one  mile  from  Renfro's  cross-roads,  at  which  point  the  army  of  the 
Teuuesaee  was  operating, 

Outhemorntngof  the  31st  GeneralBaird,  with  his  own  and  one  brigadeof  Gene- 
ral Morgan's  division,  was  ordered  to  make  a  reconnoisBance  in  the  direction  of 
the  Macon  railroad.  The  road  was  reached  and  a  party  kept  at  work  destroying 
the  track  until  the  following  day.  Baird  intrenched  his  command  on  the  Eough- 
and-Eeady  road,  near  Smith's  house,  where  it  remained  until  joined  by  the 
corps  the  next  day.  Carlin's  division  moved  in  the  moming  to  Eenfro's  cross- 
roads for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  ditferent  trains  collecting  at  that  place. 
Late  in  the  oveuing  this  division  was  hurriedly  ordered  to  the  support  of  the 
army  of  the  Tennessee,  then  reported  to  be  engaged  with  the  euemy,  and  Mor- 
gan's division  was  ordered  to  take  its  place  at  Eenfro's,  and  to  picket  well  to 
she  front  on  the  Fayetteville  road ;  this  it  did.  The  emergency  for  which  Car- 
lin's division  had  been  called  to  the  support  of  General  Howard's  troops  ceased 
to  e.vist,  the  enemy  having  been  repnleed ;  and  the  facts  being  reported  to  me,  I 
ordered  Carlin  to  return  to  his  camp  of  the  previous  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  September  I  received  orders  from  deparfmeut 
headquarters  to  move  with  Morgan's  division  and  two  brigades  of  Carlin's,  and 
join  with  Baird,  and  then  to  move  in  support  of  General  Howard's  left.  Leav- 
ing one  brigade  at  Eenfro's  to  guard  the  trains,  as  directed,  Carlin  marched 
premptly  to  the  Eough-and-Eeady  read,  and  halted  his  command  a  short  distance 
in  advance  of  Baird's  field-wort^  on  the  right.  Morgan  with  two  brigades 
marched  promptly  from  Eenfro's.  and  following  Carlin,  reported  to  me  at  Genera! 
Baird's  headquarters,  where,  in  compliance  with  orders,  Mitchell's  brigade  rejoined 
its  division.  Here  I  was  iaformed,  by  the  department  commander,  of  the  move- 
ment of  General  Stanley's  corps  (4th)  down  the  railroad,  and  of  his  desire  that 
the  two  corps  should  move  in  co-operating  distance  towards  Joneshoro'.  I 
immediately  put  the  column  in  motion  in  the  following  order;  Carlin  jn  advance, 
followed  by  Morgan;  Baird  in  reserve.  In  this  order  the  whole  corps  moved 
rapidly  and  reached  Smith's  house,  near  Moker's  creek,  where  it  found  the  pickets 
of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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As  the  next  movement  of  my  ti'nops  wotild  evidently  be  made  over  the  ground 
lying  between  the  left  of  the  position  of  the  army  of  the  Tenueasee  and  the 
railroad,  along  which  Stanley  was  moving,  I  directed  Carlln  to  send  a  brigade 
to  make  a  reconnoisance  of  the  gronnd  in  that  direction.  While  this  was  being 
executed,  I  conferred  with  Major  General  Howard  and  received  from  him  the 
position  of  hie  own  troops,  and  such  information  concerning  the  enemy's  aa  he 
wy,3  able  to  give.  An  inspection  of  the  ground  between  the  head  of  the  column 
and  that  pait  of  the  enemy's  works  which  conld  be  seen,  and  which  was  supposed 
to  be  his  extreme  right,  showed  a  commanding  ridge  immediately  beyond  the 
creek,  from  which  an  attack  could  bo  made  with  advantage.  The  enemy  occu- 
pied this  ridge  in  some  force,  both  of  infantry  and  artillery,  but  how  strong 
could  not  be  determined,  until  Edie's  brigade,  in  executing  its  reconnoissance. 
solved  the  question  by  gallantly  advancing,  and  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  took 
possession  of  tlio  hill,  pressing  the  enemy's*  artillery  very  close.  The  department 
commander  arriving  at  the  bead  of  my  column  at  this  time,  I  reported  to  him, 
ani  he  ordered  me  to  move  fonvard  in  the  direction  of  Jonesboro',  expressing 
at  the  same  time  some  apprehension  that  General  Stanley's  column  might  be  in 
iidvauce  of  mine.  To  advance  beyond  the  ridge,  now  held  by  Edie's  brigade, 
involved  a  general  engagement  or  a  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and  I  detei-mined  to 
push  forward  my  ti'oops  to  that  point  in  column  and  deploy  for  action.  Resum- 
ing tbe  advance,  Carlin  was  ordered  to  move  forward  with  the  remainder  of  his 
division,  and  to  form  on  the  left  of  his  second  brigade  already  in  position. 
Jlorgan  was  ordered  to  move  rapidly  by  tbe  main  road,  and  after  crossing  tlio 
crtek  at  Chamber's  mill,  to  move  to  the  left  and  fake  position  on  Carlin's  right 
on  the  ridge  in  taking  position  to  be  guided  by  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
ground.  Baird  moving  fot-waid,  closed  upon  Oarliu's  left,  in  reserve.  These 
movements  were  promptly  executed,  notbwith standing  the  rough  nature  of  the 
ground,  and  the  fire  of  artillery  from  the  enemy's  works,  to  which  Morgan's 
division  was  frequently  subjected.  By  this  time  Prescott's  battery  had  taken  a 
good  position  on  the  ridge  and  opened  an  exceedingly  well  directed  fire  upon 
ihe  enemy's  works.  In  this  he  was  soon  folloived  by  Gardner,  and  a  general 
artilleiy  fight  ensued,  which,  as  results  fihowed  afterward,  was  exceedingly 
complimentary  to  our  artillerists. 

General  Stanley's  corps  was  reported  as  having  arrived  and  was  taking  posi- 
tion on  my  left,  his  right  resting  on  the  laihoad.  The  iidge  npon  which  my 
troops  were  now  concentrated  was,  in  its  mam  direction,  nearly  east  and  west, 
ar.d  faced  nearly  parallel  with  that  part  of  the  enemy's  line  of  works  whicli 
was  refused  and  formed  his  right,  his  mam  works  running,  m  gtneral  direction- 
northeast  and  southwest,  as  shown  by  the  accompanying  map  Eiom  information 
believed  to  he  reliable,  I  was  satisfied  the  enemy's  woiks  had  not  been  extended 
lo  the  railroad  at  a  late  hour  in  the  forenoon  ;  and  that  a  well  directed  attack 
would  rout  this  part  of  bis  lines,  and  turn  his  position  completely. 

Morgan's  division  and  the  two  brigades  of  Carlia's  were  to  form  the  attacking 
forces,  and  were  deployed  in  two  luies,  as  nearly  contiguous  to  eacli  other  as  the 
I'ough  and  difficult  ground  over  which  the  advance  had  to  be  made  would  per- 
mit; one  bi-igade  of  Baird's  division  was  deployed  in  rear  of  Oarlin's  left  in 
close  support.  Tbe  distance  to  be  passed  in  front  of  Morgan,  where  the  enemy's 
works  coiild  be  seen,  was  about  one  thousand  yards.  Wiere  the  enemy  might  be 
found  in  Oarliii's  front,  owing  to  the  dense  thicket  before  him,  could  not  be  deter- 
mined without  an  advance,  which  I  ordered  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  The  troops 
moved  promptly,  but  owing  to  the  thick  undergrowth  of  brush  in  Oarlin's  front, 
swampy  ground  and  ditches  in  Morgan's,  the  troops  necessarily  moved  slow, 
and  with  great  difficulty  observed  alignments  and  direction.  These  obstacles 
were  aa  speedily  overcome  as  could  be  expected,  and  the  whole  line  advanced 
to  the  slope  of  the  hill  and  the  open  field,  within  from  three  to  four  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  position.     Here  the  ground  cffi>red  some  protection  to  the 
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troops,  and  a  raomentaiy  halt  was  made,  and  the  lines  rectified.  Up  to  this  point 
t.lie  effect  of  the  enemy's  fire  had  been  but  lightly  felt  generally  along  the  iioe, 
except  by  Edie's  brigade,  which  was  some  distance  ia  advance  of  the  general 
line,  and  had  struck  a  projectingflankof  the  enemy's  work,  and  charged  and  car- 
ried it  with  coHsiderable  loss.  The  position  thus  gallantly  gained  was  only  par- 
tially held,  owing  to  the  imposaihility  of  supports  getting  up  in  time. 

Estes'a  brigade  of  Baird's  division  was  ordered  to  report  to  Gfeueral  Oarlin, 
as  a  support  to  this  part  of  the  line,  and  was  promptly  placed  iu  position  so  as 
to  relieve  this  brigade  in  the  following  attack.  The  other  two  bi-igades  of  Baird's 
division  were  held  close  in  resei-ve  in  the  rear  of  the  left  of  the  corps,  with  a 
view  to  pnshing  out  success  on  tbis  flank  after  the  position  had  beoa  carried. 
At  a  quarter  to  5  o'clock,  I  ordered  the  lines  aa  now  formed  (and  represented  by 
the  accompanying  map)  to  advance  and  attack.  The  desultory  firing  which  had 
been  kept  up  by  the  enemy  during  the  temporary  pause  in  the  advance,  did  but 
little  damage,  but  served  to  locate  the  enemy's  lines  more  definitely,  which, 
owiag  to  the  dense  thicket  intervening,  could  not  be  well  defined.  The  attack 
was  vigorously  and  promptly  made  along  the  whole  line.  The  enemy,  self-cnnfi- 
dent  and  exultant  at  oar  audacity  in  attacking  lines  thtie  defended,  made  a  most 
determined  resistance.  The  fight  was  short  and  bloody.  The  entire  line  of 
works  was  carried,  except  the  extreme  left,  farmed  of  Mdore'e  brigade.  Here 
from  natural  obstructions,  heavy  timber  and  uaderbrush,  as  well  as  a  severe  fire 
from  hia  left  coming  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  railroad,  this  brigade  operated 
under  great  disadvantage  and  was  fov  awhile  held  in  check,  notwithstanding 
the  tTOops  fought  with  great  gallantry  and  were  well  handled. 

Elsewhere  at  all  points  the  assaalt  was  decisive  and  complete  along  the  cutirc 
lino.  Eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  officers  and  men  surrendered  themselves  in 
the  works ;  about  one  thousand  more  were  captured  or  suri-endered  themselves  to 
different  commands  during  the  night  and  t!ie  following  day,  which  should  bo 
credited  to  the  assault,  as  a  result  of  it.  Two  field  batteries,  consisting  of  four 
guns  each,  were  captured,  complete.  The  troops  charged  these  batteries  under 
a  murderous  fire  of  canister,  and  took  them  in  the  works.  Seven  battle-flags, 
and  fouiteeu  officers'  swords  were  captured,  and  have  been  forwarded  as  required 
by  existing  orders  of  department  headquarters.  These  trophies  were  won 
behind  the  breastworks  of  the  enemy,  at  the  point  of  the  sword  and  the  bayo- 
net. They  will  ever  be  preserved  and  cherished  as  evidence  of  the  discipline  and 
valor  signalizing  the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  this  bloody  conflict.  A  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  ground  over  which  the  several  commanders  were  required  to 
mancenvre  their  troops,  and  ita  exceedingly  rough  surface,  rendered  their  duties 
sometimes  exceeding  difficult,  and  I  deem  it  both  .1  duty  and  pleasure  to  report 
the  energy  and  skill  displayed  in  the  execution  of  them. 

To  the  division  commanders.  Brigadier  Generals  Baird,  Morgan,  and  Carlin, 
and  their  staffs,  my  thanks  are  due  for  their  active  assistance  and  co-operation 
during  the  engagement.  The  immediate  presence  of  these  old  and  well  known 
commanders  among  the  troops  during  the  movements  of  heaviest  battle,  did 
much  toward  inspiring  that  eooluess  and  determination  so  strikingly  exhibited 
on  tliis  occasion.  As  so  of  en  0  c  s  ghtcame  v  ll  our  ctory  anl  p  eventel 
Its  from  reaping  the  full  fru  ts  of  t  An  ent  e  co  p  of  tl  p  e  env  was  c  n 
pletely  rotated,  and  could  beyond  all  doubt  1  ave  been  cai  t  r  d  1  ad  ^  t 

been  possible.  The  corps  b  vouackel  o  the  field  d  ng  tl  e  n  gl  t  do  tl 
following  morning  formed  lud  took  j  0  on  n  he  column  of  p  -s  t  b  t 
ivaa  immediately  afterwa  ds  0  de  el  by  the  major  general  comni  d  g  tl  e 
department,  to  form  the  lear  g  a  d  of  the  ■^rmy  ts  moveme  s  fuithe  o  ti 
Colonel  Taylor's  brigade  tC  Insdvisonheeio  oltsdvson  &  ■' 
into  camp  at  Joaesboro',  awa  t  ng  orders  it  ema  ned  n  reser  e  du  ug  tli 
tervening  days  of  active  operat  o  is  of  the  troops  near  Lovojoy  s  stat  0  n  1 
the  morning  of  the  7th,  when,  in  compliance  with  orders  announcing  the  evacun , 
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tioii  of  Atlanta  and  directing  tlie  moi  ement?  of  Ihp  troops  iii  tin,  it,tuni  to  tlial 
place,  it  withdrew  from  Joneaboro'  and  marchf  d  to  Rough  and  Ecndy  aad  went 

On  tho  morning  of  the  Sth,  marched  and  iiPnt  into  pcimanent  camp  at  thi* 
place,  thus  ondiag  the  long  and  eventful  campaign 

A  list  of  casualties  showing  the  h'^'i  in  the  corps  from  the  begmning  of  the 
campaign  is  transmitted ;  also  reports  of  the  aeveial  An  ision  brigade,  and  regi- 
mental commanders  are  transmitted  and  attent  dq  ia  called  to  tliem  as  valuable 
records  of  the  operations  of  theii  lespective  command'  1ht,y  ■will  aid  the 
commandiag  general  in  reviewing  that  part  ot  the  opeiatjone  of  the  corps  from 
the  commeti cement  of  the  campaign  to  the  d  ite  of  my  aaiuming  command,  during 
which  time  the  corps  was  commanded  by  Majoi  Greneral  Palmei  now  absent, 
but  who  will,  no  doubt  ia  time,  furaish  this  part  of  the  corps  record. 

The  efficiency  and  morale  of  the  corps  is  excellent.  A  return  of  absentees  and 
a  few  recruits  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  ranks  is  all  that  is  required  to  make  it  as 
efiicient  as  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign. 

The  organization  of  the  staff  had  undergone  a  number  of  changes  since  the 
eommencement  of  the  campaign,  but  consisted,  during  the  time  aho^e  described, 
of  Captain  A.  C.  McCIurg,  assistant  adjutant  genei-al.  chief  of  staff;  Captair. 
T.  W.  Morrison,  assistant  adjatant  general;  Captain  John  F.  Squier,  seventy- 
fourth  Illinois  infantry,  aide-de-camp;  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  Von  Schroder, 
United  States  volunteers,  assistant  iaspector  general ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  E. 
Paul,  United  States  volunteeis,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence ;  Captain  J,  E. 
Kemington,Umted  States  volunteers,  chief  qnartermastei-;  Major  Charles  Hough- 
taling,  first  Illinois  artillery,  chief  of  artillery;  Surgeon  F.  8  oiler,  United  States 
volunteers,  medical  director;  Major  John  B.  Lee,  one  hundred  and  twenty- fifth 
Illinois  infantry,  provost  marshal ;  Captain  Jesse  Feilmer,  fifteenth  United  States 
"infantry,  commissary  of  musters;  Captain  L.  Dniry,  third  Wisconsin  battery, 
assistant  chief  of  artillery ;  Captain  J,  C,  Martin,  thirty-fir.^t  Ohio  infiintry,  staff 
quartermaster;  Captain  A.  L,  Messmoi-e,  one  hundred  and' thirteenth  Ohio  in- 
fantry, staff  commissary  of  subsistence;  Captain  A.  S.  Cole,  chief  signal  officer ; 
Captain  Wm,  H,  Collins,  one  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois,  chief  of  ambulances, 
and  Captain  George  Estep,  artillery  ordnance  officer. 

The  efficiency  of  tlieso  officers  in  their  respective  duties  has  been  highly  sat- 
isfactory, and  it  affords  me  pleasni-e  to  recommend  them  to  the  consideration  of 
the  general  commanding,  and  also  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  them  for 
their  valuable  assistance. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEFF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Bi-et-et  Major  General,  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen'l  Wm.  D.  Whipplb, 

A-  A.  General  and  Chief  of  Staff',  Dqyt  of  the  Ciunherjamf, 


Hkadqlartbrs  FiHST  Divisio.v  14th  Army  Corp.?, 

Near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  7,  1364. 
Captai.';  :  In  accordiince  with  military  usage,  I  ha^  e  the  honoi  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  divisioo,  fiom  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign of  the  armies  under  the  command  of  Major  Geneial  Sherman  down  to  the 
13th  of  June,  at  which  period  I  w^  compelled, by  i  disabihtj  resulting  from 
injuries  received  in  action,  to  turn  over  the  command  to  Biigadier  General  King, 
and  from  July  18,  till  August  7.  On  the  3d  of  Jlay,  pmsuint  to  instructions 
received  from  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  I  moved  fiom  Graysville, 
"  1,  to  Ringgold,  Georgia,  leaving  an  ontpost  of  two  regiments,  the  nine- 
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teentli  lUmoia  mtaatiy  lad  tw  enty- fourth  lUiaoia  infantry,  at  Parker's  gap,  lo- 
hold  that  pass  until  the  advance  of  the  troops  from  the  direction  of  Cleveland 
should  coiei  it  On  the  day  hut  one  following,  these  regiments,  having  heen 
relieved,  wtie  tiJ.n«ieired  to  the  brigade  of  General  Turcliin,  in  the  3d  di- 

The  4th,  5th,  and  6th  of  May,  were  spent  in  bivouack  near  Ringgold,  wait- 
ing the  concentration  of  the  army,  and  completing  our  preparations  for  the  cam- 
paign. 

On  the  7th,  leaving  all  transportation  save  the  ambulances  and  ordnance  trains, 
I  inarched  at  daylight,  in  rear  of  General  Davis's  division,  by  the  main  Ringgold 
and  Dalton  roads,  in  direction  of  Tunnel  Hill,  near  Terrill's  house.  By  direction 
of  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  I  filed  to  the  right  and  formed  my  di- 
vision, ivith  two  brigades  on  the  line  and  one  in  reserve,  on  the  right  of  General 
Davis's  division,  my  right  brigade,  General  Carlin's,  resting  across  the  east  Obick- 
ainanga,  but  in  good  communication  with  my  left  and  reserve  brigade,  by  the 
bridge  at  Dunn's  mill,  which  lay  directly  in  rear  of  the  left  of  Oarlin's  second 
line. 

Later  in  the  day,  General  Davis  having  driven  the  enemy  out  of  Tunnel  Hill 
and  within  their  works  at  Buzzard  Roost  pass,  I  advanced  my  line,  swinging 
to  the  lel't,  to  conform  to  the  movement  of  Davis's  troops,  and  again  formed  line 
of  battle  as  before,  upon  his  right,  my  right  brigade  covering  the  Trickham  road, 
neat'  widow  Rogers's  house.  In  this  position  my  troops  bivouacked  for  the  night* 
strong  pickets  being  thrown  out  to  a  considerable  distance  on  all  the  roads  in 
the  direction  of  Trickham  and  Villanow. 

The  8th  was  occupied  in  manosvering  in  front  of  Buzzard  Roost,  my  final 
position  being  with  my  left  resting  near  the  high  knob,  known  to  us  as  Signal 
Hill,  and  my  line  stretching  southwardly  so  as  to  command  and  practically  close- 
up  ail  roads  leading  out  of  Buzzard  Boost  gap  to  the  west  and  southwest.  To- 
wards evening  I  caused  a  section  to  be  placed  in  position  on  the  ridge  which 
terminates  the  open  field,  to  the  westward  of  the  gap,  and  opened  npon  a  line  of 
the  enemy's  works  beyond  the  pass.  This,  with  the  advance  of  part  of  General 
Davis's  division,  and  part  of  Wood's  brigade,  of  Butterfield'a  division,  to  tbi^ 
ridge  beyond  the  field,  developed  two  batteries  of  determined  strength,  one  upon 
the  point  of  Ohattoogata  mountain,  to  our  right ;  the  other  in  the  rear  of  the  pass, 
to  our  left,  evidently  in  the  enemy's  main  line. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  advanced  Oarlin's  brigade  across  Mill  creek, 
to  relieve  some  of  the  regiments  of  Wood's  brigade,  which  had  been  thrown  in 
there  on  the  evening  pi-evious,  and  was  occupying  the  gi'ound  at  the  base  of  Ohat- 
toogata moimtain. 

About  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.  I  was,  by  direction  of  Majoi  General  Palmei  (1 
having  gone  to  his  headquarters  in  the  rear,  sick,)  to  repoit  it  depaitment  head 
(jiiarters  to  receive  instructions,  and  heard  it  reported  to  Major  General  Thomas 
by  an  oificer  of  General  Wood's  staff,  that  the  troops  of  that  c  mmand  had  felt 
all  along  Ohattoogata;  that  they  found  but  a  small  foice  tlieie  and  that  in  ihf 
judgment  of  this  oftieer  it  would  not  be  difiicult  to  cany  the  ere  t  of  th 
mountain  by  assault.  To  verify  the  report  of  this  ofiicer  I  wis  lUBtructel  to 
advance  Oarlin's  brigade,  so  as,  if  possible,  to  clear  the  mounlain  to  its  top  &up 
porting  him  with  another  brigade.  This  was  accoidingly  done  Ciilin  with  x 
strong  but  well  extended  skirmish  line,  seized  the  long  isolated  ridge  whicli, 
lying  south  of  the  railroad,  almost  closes  the  westerly  mouth  of  the  gap,  and 
swept  the  mountain  of  the  enemy's  skinnishers,  clear  to  the  foot  of  the  abrupc 
palisade  which  crowns  the  slope.  In  tha  hope  that  some  path  might  be  foond 
at  which  we  could  force  our  way,  relying  confidently  on  the  tried  troops  of  Oar- 
lin's brigade  to  advance  wherever  footing  could  be  found,  I  ordered  my  reserve 
brigade  (General  King's)  across  Mill  creek  to  within  close  snpporting  distance, 
A  careful  reconnoissance  by  General  Oarlin  all  along  his  line,  and  to  a  consid- 
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erable  distance  below  his  right,  disclosed  no  practicable  footway  to  the  crest 
of  the  ridge.  An  attempt  to  jump  round  the  nose  of  the  mountain,  so  as  to  as- 
cend from  the  reverse  aide,  which  waa  supposed  to  be  less  abi-upt,  developed  a 
heavy  force  of  infantry  and  artillery,  strongly  intrenched  in  our  front,  upon  the 
line  by  which  we  must  at  Si-st  advance,  and  bo  placed  as  to  enfilade  us  when- 
ever we  should  wheel  to  ascend  the  mountain.  To  have  assaulted  this  position 
would  have  brought  my  command  witliin  the  fire  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  and  that  of  perhaps  a  superior  force  of  infantry,  without  the 
possibility  of  receiving  adequate  support.  To  attempt  to  carry  the  mountain 
without  first  clearing  this  position  would  have  been  hopeless  ;  accordingly,  after 
a  stubborn  and  well  pressed  attack,  by  a  strong  liue  of  skirmisher'a  from  some 
of  Carlift's  and  Soribner's  regiments  had  verified  my  own  previous  observations 
and  the  report  of  Brigadier  General  Carlia,  I  ordered  the  attempt  to  be  giveu 
up.  My  loss  from  the  enemy's  artillery  in  this  affair  was  unusually  heavy,  the 
battery  on  Chattoogata  mountain,  and  one  near  their  left  and  which  I  judged  lo 
be  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Eocky  Face,  hurst  their  shell  among  us  with  remark- 
able accuracy. 

May  IQlk. — We  remained  in  the  position  in  which  the  previous  night  had 
left:  us,  skirmishing  being  kept  up  all  day  along  my  whole  line.  During  the 
day  1  caused  the  bridges  over  Mill  creek  (which,  owing  to  the  dam  thrown 
across  the  stream  within  tlie  gap  by  the  enemy,  was  here  too  deep  to  be  cou- 
veniently  forded)  to  be  repaired  and  others  built,  to  facilitate  the  withdrawal  of 
my  troops,  in  case  such  a  movement  should  be  ordered,  or  their  re-enforcemeni, 
in  case  it  should  he  thought  advisable  to  renew  the  attempt  to  carry  the  moun- 
tain. Late  in  the  evening,  having  obtained  the  consent  of  the  major  genei'al 
commanding  corps  to  the  withdrawal  of  one  brigade,  I  gave  orders  that  Scribner 
should  relieve  Carlin's  brigade,  and  then  strengthen  his  position  by  intreiich- 
ments,  and  that  Carlin,  upon  being  relieved,  should  withdraw  across  the  ereek, 
to  the  position  fi-om  which  he  had  at  first  advanced.  Before  these  orders  could 
be  carried  into  execution,  however,  a  heavy  rain-stoi-m  coming  on,  I  consenled, 
at  the  request  of  General  Carlin  and  Colonel  Scribner,  that  the  movement 
should  be  postponed  until  morning,  directing  Carlin,  however,  to  keep  an  eyii 
upon  the  bi'idges,  and  to  cross  at  once  and  notify  me,  in  case  tliere  should  In; 
indicationa  of  a  rise  in  the  stream  sufficient  to  carry  them  away.  The  night 
passed,  however,  without  the  anticipated  disaster. 

At  3.10  p.  m.  of  the  lltb,  in  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  the  niajur 
general  commanding  corps,  I  sent  ofi^  my  wagoa  train,  with  the  other  trains  of 
the  corps,  towards  Snake  Creek  gap,  to  which  place,  on  the  12th,  I  marched 
with  my  division,  following  that  of  Brigadier  General  Baird,  and  arriving  at  a 
late  hour  in  the  night. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  pursuant  to  instructions  received  during 
the  night  pi-evious,  I  replenished  my  supply  of  ammunition,  issued  rations,  and 
got  my  troops  under  arms,  ready  to  mai-ch,  but,  owing  to  the  crowded  condition 
of  the  only  road  from  our  position  iuto  Sugar  valley,  it  was  nearly  noon  before 
we  got  fairly  into  motion.  I  moved  out  on  the  Resaca  road  about  one  mile, 
and  then,  under  the  direction  and  personal  supervision  of  the  major  general  com- 
manding corps,  formed  to  the  left  of  this  road,  ia  double  line,  Carlin's  brigade 
on  the  right.  King's  on  the  left,  and  Scribner  ia  reserve,  then  out  as  skirmishers, 
and  advanced  in  a  direction  nearly  east  for  about  four  (4)  miles,  over  a  very  bro- 
ken and  heavily  wooded  country ;  the  last  mile  of  this  distance  my  skirmishers 
driving  those  of  the  enemy  before  them.  About  one  mile  beyond  the  military 
road  constructed  by  the  enemy  from  Dalton  to  Calhoun,  we  found  the  enemy 
in  force  and  strongly  posted,  and  the  purpose  of  the  movement  being,  as  I 
understood,  accomplished,  I  halted,  by  order  of  Major  Gteneral  Palmer,  corrected 
my  lines,  and  waited  for  fortlier  instructions.  My  division  remained  in  this 
position,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  until  late  in  the  evening,  relieved  by  th^it 
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of  Majoi'  Genera!  liutterfield.  My  instructiona  were,  as  soon  as  relieved,  to 
form  oil  the  left  of  General  Butterfield's  division,  my  line  being  slightly  refused 
from  bis;  bnt  it  was  found  impossible  at  the  late  hoar  at  which  his  troops  got 
into  position  to  form  the  new  line,  with  any  probability  of  its  approximating 
to  correctness  as  lo  tlie  position,  or  scarcely  as  to  direction. 

At  daybreak  on  the  following  morning,  however,  I  formed  my  lines  as  directed, 
icontiecting  my  left  with  General  Baird'e  division.  The  relative  position  of  my 
brigades  remained  the  same  aa  on  the  13th.  Having  met  major  G-enera! 
Palmer  oa  the  field,  he  informed  me  that  the  14th  corps,  (General  Davis'a  division 
being  in  reserve,)  the  23d  corps,  and  4th  corps,  to  their  left,  would,  as  eoon  as 
he  proper  disposition  could  be  completed,  swing  to  the  right  on  the  left  of 
■General  Butterfield  as  a  point,  through  an  are,  of  130"  or  thereabouts,  or.  at  any 
rate,  until  the  works  and  position  of  the  enemy  should  be  developed,  and  direct- 
ed me  to  hold  my  troops  in  readiness  for  the  movement.  My  division  began 
to  move  at  9  o'clock  precisely;  the  advance  was  necessarily  slow,  owing  to  tiie 
extremely  rugged  character  of  the  ground  passed  over,  the  dense  underbrush, 
and  the  necessity  for  deliberation,  on  my  part,  in  order  that  the  troops  to  the 
extreme  left  might  follow  the  movement.  My  left  having  swung  around  by  a 
march  of  something  like  one  mile,  I  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  and  forti- 
lied  on  the  higher  slope  and  near  the  crest  of  along  elevated  ridge,  their  right 
slightly  refused  from  the  direction  of  my  line.  In  front  of  their  position  waA 
an  open  field  of  some  400  yards  wide,  sloping  gradually  down  to  a  creek  directly 
to  my  front.  The  general  course  of  this  creek  in  front  of  my  lino  was  nearly 
parallel  to  the  enoiiiy's  works ;  the  bottom  was  in  some  places  miry,  with  a 
considerable  depth  of  water,  in  others  qnite  the  reverse.  Its  crooked  channel, 
fi.lled  in  some  places  with  a  dense  underbrush,  in  others  obstructed  by  fallen 
trees  and  drift,  it  afforded  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  advance  of  troops  in  line, 
as  the  result  proved.  As  the  land  rose  immedistely  from  the  ci-eek  in  an  abrapt. 
biufi'  of  nearly  the  same  height  as  the  enemy's  position  beyond,  and  then 
gradaally  sloped  down  agaiu  to  the  westward,  with  my  skirmishers  posted  almig 
the  creek,  I  re-formed  my  lines  in  the  woods  behind  the  slope,  to  the  rear  of  it, 
and  awaited  instructions. 

At  about  11  a.  m.  I  received  notice  from  the  major  general  commanding 
i^orps  that  as  soon  as  the  left  should  get  into  position  an  assault  would  be  made 
nlong  the  whole  line.  I  was  ordered  to  advance  as  soon  as,  by  the  htmg  I 
should  be  warned  of  the  movement  of  the  troops  on  my  immediate  left  Ace  rj 
ingly  about  11.30,  heavy  firing  on  the  lines  of  Baird'a  divisioti  indicatmg  tl  r 
his  troops  were  advancing,  my  two  brigades  in  the  line  moved  foiwaid  Sci  b 
ner's  having  already,  in  anticipation  of  tlie  movement,  been  brought  up  into 
close  supporting  distance.  General  Oarlin,  who  lay  very  near  the  creek  men 
tioned,  threw  forward  his  skirmishei-s,  driving  those  of  the  enemj  \mhm  theii 
works,  and  moved  forward  his  lines  across  the  creek.  No  sooner  liad  his  first 
5ine  emerged  from  the  cover  of  the  woods  than  the  enemy,  infantry  and  ai'tillery, 
opened  upon  it  with  terrible  efi'ect.  Notwithstanding  this,  however,  Carlin 
pushed  forward  both  lines  beyond  the  creek,  and  nearly  half-way  across  the 
open  field.  The  passage  of  the  creek  Iiad,  however,  sadly  disordered  his  lines, 
and  finding  it  impossible  to  reform  them,  while  advancing  so  rapidly  as  the 
emergency  of  occasions  required — hopeless,  moreover,  of  holding  his  position 
even  if  the  assault  should  succeed — Carlin  fell  back  to  the  cover  of  the  creek, 
the  eastern  bank  of  which  offered,  in  some  places,  all  the  protection  of  a  we'il- 
eonstructed  fortification.  There  he  remained,  by  my  direction,  all  day,  keeping 
ap  a  desultory  but  effective  fire  in  reply  to  the  enemy's.  King's  brigade,  wliicii 
lay  considerably  further  from  the  creek  than  Carlin's,  did  not  advance  so  far, 
and  when  it  was  seen  that  Carlin  had  suffered  a  repulse,  halted.  Two  IS-poundcr 
guns  of  the  enemy's  in  my  front  had  opened  upon  our  advance,  and  continued 
their  fire,  subsequently,  at  intervals,  with  damaging  effect.     As  soon  as  a,  prac- 
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ticablo  roa^  could  be  found,  I  brougtt  forward  two  (2)  pieces  of  Captain.  Delger's 
battery  I,  first  Ohio  light  artillery,  and  caused  them  to  be  placed  in  position  on 
the  crest  of  the  bluff,  overlooking  the  creek,  and  neai-  my  centre.  The  admir- 
able practice  of  this  section,  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  Captain  DeJger 
in  person,  soon  cloaed  out  the  enemy's  pieces,  and  was  quite  as  annoying  to 
them  as  theirs  had  been  before  to  as  more  than  once ;  their  infantry  were  driven 
from  their  works  by  Delger's  shell,  aud  were  shot  down  bymy  sharpshooters  before 
they  could  gain  the  cover  of  the  works  ia  their  rear.  Subsequently  I  brought 
the  whole  of  this  battery  into  position  at  the  same  place.  In  this  affiiir  Gen- 
eral Carlin's  brigade  suffered  severely,  losing  considerably  over  two  hundred  in 
killed  and  ■wounded,  this  inclnding  many  valuable  officers.  The  loss  in  General 
King's  brigade  was  comparatively  light.  On  the  evening  of  this  day,  Scribner's 
brigade  was  thrown  into  line  on  the  left  of  King,  to  relieve  Turehin's  brigade. 

On  Sunday  his  line  was  extended  so  as  to  relieve  Van  Derveer's  brigade,  and 
Carlin,  who  had  been  relieved  on  the  evening  previous  by  McCook's  brigade, 
of  Davis's  division,  was  put  in  on  Scribner's  left,  to  relieve  Hovey's  division, 
fcharp  skumishing  was  kept  up  all  day  on  my  line,  from  which  both  my  own 
t  oops  and  the  enemy's  suffered  slightly.  My  artillery,  12  pieces,  played  all 
day  witli  piecision,  and,  I  have  good  reason  to  think,  effect. 

Mondoif,  May  IC  — I  marched  to  Eesaca,  and  bivouacked  in  rear  of  the 

Maij  17 — CresBpd  the  Oostenaida  and  marched  by  Damascus  court-bouse, 
through  Calhoun,  towards  Adairsville  ;  bivouacked  at  11.30  p.  m.  about  se^'en 
miles  south  of  Calhoun,  on  the  left  of  General  Baird's  division. 

May  18. — Marehed  through  Adairsville,  following,  as  on  the  day  previous, 
Baird's  division ;  bivouacked  for  the  night  at  IS,  midnight,  on  the  railroad, 
within  three  miles  of  Kingston. 

May  19. — Marched  in  rear  of  Baird's  into  Kingston.  Here,  at  2.30,  I  was 
ordered  by  Major  Genefal  Palmer  to  move  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  seize  a 
bridge  (Gillam's)  over  the  Etowah,  south  of  Kingston,  toward  which  a  force  of 
the  enemy  were  supposed  to  be  making,  either  to  secure  their  retreat  or  destroy 
it.  Reaching  the  bridge  at  4  p.  m.,  I  found  some  of  Garrard's  cavalry,  which 
had  passed  me,  already  there.  I  formed  Tay  lines  here  so  as  to  cover  all  ap- 
proaches, and  i-emained  until  morning,  seeing  nothing  of  the  enemy. 

May  20, — Marched  by  the  Cassville  road  four  miles,  passing  the  confederate 
saltpetre  works,  which  1  caused  to  be  destroyed  by  my  rear  guard,  and  formed 
on  the  right  of  Baird's  division,  my  left  resting  on  the  railroad,  my  right  com- 
eiderably  refused. 

May  21  and  28. — My  division  lay  in  bivouack.  On  the  22d  my  preparatlons- 
for  the  ensuing  march  were  arranged  by  stripping  my  regiments  of  all  baggage, 
except  that  which  might  be  carried  on  the  persons  of  officers,  or  their  horses,  and 
sending  back  the  surplus.  I  was  able  to  provide  transportation  for  the  20 
days'  rations  and  forage  reqnired  by  the  orders  of  Major  General  Sherman. 

On  the  23d  I  marched,  ci-oBsing  Etewah  river  at  the  Island  ford,  bivouacked 
in  line  and  on  Euharley  creek,  my  left  resting  immediately  in  rear  of  Barnett's 
mill,  and  my  right  on  the  Cedartown  road. 

On  the  2itb,  at  10  a.  m.,  I  moved  by  my  right,  crossing  Euharley  creek  (not 
fordable)  on  the  rickety  bridge  near  widow  Smith's  house,  which,  however,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  repair  before  I  could  piiss  my  artilleiy  over  it.  Within 
two  miles  of  this  my  march  was  delayed  until  Iat«  in  the  afternoon  by  General 
Stanley's  column,  which  I  found  passing  on  to  the  same  road,  from  the  left,  in 
front  of  me.  I  did  not  make  more  than  two  miles  beyond  this,  the  road  being: 
very  difficult  and  blocked  with  the  wagons,  ambulances,  and  artillery  of  the- 
troops  which  had  preceded  me.  At  8  p.  m.,  in  the  midst  of  a  driving  rain-storm 
which  lasted  until  11  p.  m.,  I  went  into  bivouack  on  the  Eaccoon  creek. 

The  26th  was  spent  in  clearing  the  way  for  our  trains  by  assisting  the  wagons 
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of  thp,  20tli  corps  over  the  difficult,  hilla  which  hordcr  Kaccoon  creek.  By  10,^ 
o'clock  that  night,  all  of  my  wagoua  were  acroas  and  in  parka  beyond  my  troops, 
lowaid  Bm-nt  Hickory. 

At  one  o'clock  a,  ro.,  of  the  26tli,  I  marched  again,  reaching  Burnt  Hickory 
before  break  of  day.  Two  milea  south  of  this,  on  the  Dallas  road,  at  7  a.  m., 
under  instrnctionB  from  Major  General  Palmer,  I  halted  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  commuuicate  with  Major  General  Thomaa.  At  llja.  m.  we  renewed  the 
march,  and  early  in  the  afternoon  I  formed  my  troopa  in  rear  of  the  4th  corps, 
about  tbi-ee  milea  east  of  Pumjikinviue  creek,  which  we  had  crossed  by  tbe 
bridge  near  Owen's  miil. 

On  tbe  27tb  two  brigades  of  ray  division  participated  in  the  assault  U|ion  the 
enemy's  right,  being  in  support  to  the  division  of  Brigadier  General  Wood. 
General  "Wood's  division  was  formed  in  column  by  brigade,  each  brigade  beiag 
in  two  linea ;  General  King'a  brigade  was  formed  m  die  aame  manner,  in  rear 
of  Wood,  and  Scribner*s  at  first,  on  tbe  left  of  King ;  before  the  asaaiilt  finally 
commenced,  however,  he  was  advanced  to  the  left  of  Weed's  centre  brigade, 
and  in  this  position  advanced  with  the  column.  For  the  particulars  of  their 
pajticipation  in  thia  aSatr,  as  well  as  in  tho  attack  made  upon  onr  lines  by  the 
enemy  on  the  night  following,  in  which  Seribner's  brigade  behaved  with  dis- 
tinguished gallantry,  I  refer  to  the  reports  of  Brigadier  General  King  and  Colo- 
nel Sci  ibner,  which  I  presume  have  before  this  been  forwarded.  When  tbe  as- 
sault of  the  27th  had  failed,  I  withdrew  ray  division  to  tbe  position  upon  whicli 
the  column  had  originally  formed  for  the  assault,  a  abort  distance  to  the  soutla 
of  Pickett's  mill,  on  what  1  understood  to  be  tbe  little  Pumpkinvine  creek. 
That  night  Oarlin's  brigade,  which  bad  before  been  in  reserve  during  tbe  day, 
was  placed  in  position  on  the  extreme  left.  My  line  was  au  exceedingly  bad 
one,  out  it  aeemed  impracticable  to  correct  it.  Here  tbe  division  remained,  akir- 
mishing  heavily  with  the  enemy  at  periods,  and  suffering  considerable  loea,  until 
the  evacuation  by  tbe  enemy  of  their  position,  on  the  5th  of  June.  From  the 
morning  of  May  29th  to  tbe  morning  of  June  6th  I  waa  unfitted  for  duty  by 
the  injuries  before  alluded  to,  and  during  this  time  the  division  was  in  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  King.  For  the  operations  of  this  period  I  must, 
therefore,  refer  to  his  report. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  June  I  marched,  following  Baird's  division,  to- 
ward Ackworth.  At  dark  I  formed  my  lines,  connecting  with  General  Hook- 
er's corps  on  my  ri^ht,  and  General  Baird's  division  on  the  left,  and  bivouacked 
near  John  PrJtcbard's  bouse.  At  this  place  we  rested  during  the  7th,  8th,  and 
Otli.  On  tbe  morning  of  ibe  10th  we  marched,  passing  by  Durham's  house,  and 
thence  up  to  Owen's  mill,  just  in  front  of  Newton's  house.  One  mile  south  of 
Owen's  I  was  put  into  a  position,  by  a  staff  officer  of  Major  General  Palmer,  on 
the  left  of  Brigadier  General  Baird's  division,  whose  skirmishers  bad  already 
found  the  enemy.  My  skirmishers  were  tbi-own  ont  to  connect  with  those  of 
General  Baird's  liiie,  but  we  remained  in  that  position  alt  night  without  any  in- 
dications of  the  enemy. 

On  the  11th,  under  the  direction  of  the  major  geiieral  commanding  corps,  I 
moved  my  troops  about  one  division  front  to  the  left,  forming  in  two  lines  along 
the  crest  of  a  wooded  ridge,  my  centre  resting  jast  ifi  rear  of  Whitfield's  house. 
With  great  dif6,culty,  owing  to  the  continuous  heavy  rains  of  the  week  .previouf", 
;and  tbeemaciatedconditionof  my  artillery  horses,  I  got  both  batteries  infarorabli; 
poaitiimupon  the  line  Late  in  the  evening  I  waa  obliged  to  change  my  line  about 
one  i)tigade  front  to  the  left  and  front,  to  conform  to  a  change  in  the  position  of 
Brigadier  General  Davis's  division.  I  was  not  able  to  move  ray  batteries  on  to 
■.tbe  new  line. 

We  remained  in  this  position  during  the  12th  and  13th,  without  seeing  any- 
thing of  the  enemy,  although  there  was  continuous  skirmishing  and  occasional 
.artillery  firing  on  my  right  and  left. 
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My  tlianks  are  due  to  my  brigade  commanders,  Brigadier  General  King, 
Brigadier  General  Carlin,  and  Colonel  B.  F.  Scribner,  and  to  my  chief  of  artil- 
lery. Captain  L.  H.  Dmry,  fur  the  cbeerfulnesB  and  good  judgment  with  which 
they  bave  at  all  times  executed  my  ordei-s,  and  farthered  the  objects  of  every 
movement,  as  also  to  the  officers  of  my  atalf,  particularly  Surgeon  S.  Marks, 
medical  dii-ector;  Captain  E.  F.  Deaton,  commissary  of  subsistence ;  Lieuten- 
ant John  Borham,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  for  the  uniform  fidelity  and 
intelligence  with  which  they  have  disehargi^d  thoir  duties. 

June  13. — I  was  compelled  to  leave  my  command  on  account  of  injuries 
received  in  battle,  and  was  absent  until  July  13th  when  I  assumed  command 
of  my  division. 

J-aly  14,  15,  and  16. — Quiet,  with  occasional  artillery  firing. 

Jufif  17. — Crossed  the  Chattahoochee,  and  found  General  Davis  in  line,  about 
500  yards  in  front,  upon  one  of  a  series  of  ridges  which  run  in  every  direction, 
in  deep  woods.  The  third  brigade  (Colonel  Moore  commanding)  was  formed 
on  the  left  of  General  Davis,  his  skirmishers  were  advanced  the  enemy  retiring 
slowly;  the  first  brigade  (Colonel  A.  G.  McCook's)  was  formed  on  the  left  of 
the  third,  and  King's  brigade  was  formed  in  reserve  with  the   utillery 

At  4  o'cl.ick  p.m.  Colonel  Moore  advanced  his  line  sjtitheiat  on  the  Buck 
Head  road,  over  a  very  rough  and  rugged  countiy  to  Nancj  i  creek  when  he 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Jaly  18. — At  7  a.  m.,  I  directed  McOook  to  take  the  advance  bkirmishing 
commenced  at  9  a.  m.  and  continued,  the  enemy  falling  back  slowly,  untd  about 
3  p.  m.,  when  the  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the  Buck  Head  and  Howill'a 
ferry  road.  A  heavy  line  of  skirmiMbers  were  thrown  forward  to  drive  the  en- 
emy beyond  Peach  Tree  creek.  On  retiring  beyond  the  creek  the  bridge  was 
destroyed  by  the  rebels,  and  they  opened  up  a,  vigorous  fire  with  shell  and  case- 
shot  upon  the  reserves. 

July  19. — Bridges  were  constructed  to  cross  the  command,  and  on  JulySOth 
the  creek  was  crossed,  the  troops  thrown  into  line,  and  temporary  breastworks 
constructed.  About  3  p.  m.  a  heavy  fii-e  began  along  the  whole  line  of  the  20th 
corps,  gradually  approaching  us,  and  finally  involving  my  first  brigade, 
(McCook's,)  which  repulsed  every  attack  made  upon  it  with  slight  loss.  My 
efficient  and  gallant  assistant  adjutant  general  (E,  T.  Wells)  was  severely 
wounded. 

Julff  21  — About  3  p.  m.  my  line  was  ordered  forward ;  the  enemy  was  driven 
from  his  rifle  pits,  and  back  over  a  ridge,  in  which  my  entire  line  intrenched 
itself, 

Jult/  22. — At  2  o'clock  a.  m.  my  skirmishers  and  main  line  occupied  the  first 
line  of  the  enemy's  defences  of  Atlanta.  At  8  a.  m.  the  column  was  put  in 
motion  on  the  direct  road  to  Atlanta.  When  near  the  city  a  heavy  skirmish 
line  was  encountered.  Instantly  the  troops  were  put  iri  line  of  battle,  the  artil- 
lery brought  forward,  and  a  heavy  fire  directed  upon  the  enemy,  in  plain  view. 
The  troops  at  once  entrenched  themselves. 

From  the  22d  of  July  to  August  3cl,  the  troops  were  engaged  in  advancing 
their  lines  and  strengthening  their  position. 

August  3. — Was  relieved  by  the  20ih  corps  and  transferred  to  the  right  of 
army  of  Tennessee. 

August  4. — King's  brigade  made  a  reconooissance  to  the  right  and  retui'ned. 

August  5. — Moved  out  the  Sandtown  road,  thence  to  the  left,  and  came  up  in 
rear  of  Davis's  division,  fronting  the  reserve  of  the  line.  Late  in  the  evening 
made  a  reconnoissance  to  the  right  to  find  the  flank  of  the  rebel  lines,  which  was 
iintlertakun  too  late  to  accomplish  much.  On  the  6th  relieved  General  Harcoli's 
iliviaion,  which  was  moved  to  the  right  to  join  its  proper  corps. 
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Augmt  7. — Was  orSeied  to  assume  commaiid  of  t!ie  14th  army  corps,  hy 
virtue  of  senioritv. 

In  tbis  hurried  report  I  am  unable  to  do  the  troops  justice.  When  ihe  cam- 
paigii  en^s  will  forward  a  list  of  those  whose  good  coaduct  deserves  special 
mention. 

R.  W.  JOHNSON, 
Brigadier  General  Volunteers,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  First  Divisioim  14th  Army  Corps, 

Joneshoro',  Ga.,  September  5,  1864. 

Oaftain  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  general  commanding  the  14tL 
corps  the  operations  of  this  division  since  the  17th  of  August,  the  date  on  which 
I  asanmed  command.  The  positions  of  brigades,  and  their  unimportant  move- 
ments, prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  gi-eat  movement  against  the  Macon  railroad, 
need  not  be  described,  as  the  record  of  all  such  information  would  enenmher  the 
headquarters  of  the  division  and  corps  without  affording  necessary  or  interest- 
ing data. 

On  the  26th  of  August  the  second  aad  third  brigades  were  withdrawn  from 
the  position  they  had  held  before  the  enemy  near  Atlanta,  and  marched  to  a 
position  on  the  left  of  the  93d  coi-ps,  the  third  brigade  having  preceded  the  other 
two ;  which  position  was  held  till  the  SSth,  when  the  entire  division  marched  to 
Eedoak,  ou  the  Atlanta,  West  Point,  and  Montgomery  railroad. 

On  the  29th  the  second  and  third  brigades  were  engaged  till  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
in  destroying  the  railroad  towards  East  Point,  while  the  first  brigade  made  a  re- 
connoissance  in  the  same  direction  on  the  right  of  the  raiiroad,  and  covered  the 
working  parties.  There  was  slight  skirmishing  between  the  first  brigade  and 
the  enemy,  resulting  in  no  loss  to  ws. 

On  the  30th  the  division  marched  ten  miles  towards  Joneaboro',  Georgia,  and 
eacamped  near  Mrs.  Evans's,  on  the  FayettevilJe  and  Atlanta  road. 

On  the  3l8t  the  division  marched  to  Eenfro's  and  remained  there  till  near 
sundown,  when  I  received  orders  from  Major  General  Thomas  to  move  at  once 
to  support  General  Howard,  who  was  then  confronting  the  enemy  near  Jones- 
horo', which  movement  was  made  without  delay.  Being  informed,  through 
General  Howard's  staff  ofBcer,  that  he  wished  me  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  that 
is,  near  Renfro's,  I  eountermai'ched  to  that  place,  where  instructions  werereceived 
from  General  Davis,  commanding  the  corps,  to  proceed  to  my  former  camp,  at 
Mj«,  Evans's,  and  remain  there  that  night. 

On  the  first  day  of  September  I  received  orders  to  move  to  the  support  of 
General  Baird  and  take  a  position  on  his  right,  which  was  then  on  the  Atlanta 
and  Jonesboro'  road,  east  of  Mrs.  Evans's.  Before  going  into  position  there  I 
received  orders  to  proceed  abotit  2J  miles  towards  Joneshoro'  and  take  a  posi- 
tion facing  the  town.  Having  marched  till  within  two  miles  of  that  place,  and 
reached  the  pickets  of  the  17th  corps,  I  took  position  parallel  to  the  road  and 
facing  the  Macon  railroad,  one  and  a  half  miles  distant.  (I  have  omitted  to 
state  above  that  the  first  brigade  and  nineteenth  Indiana  battery  were  detached 
at  Mrs.  Evans's  and  sent  to  Eenfro's  to  protect  the  trains  of  the  army,  in  accoi-d- 
ance  with  orders  received.)  From  the  pomt  designated  above  I  sent  the  third 
brigade  on  a  reconiioissance  towards  the  railroad  with  also  one  regiment  of  the 
second  brigade  as  skirmisbera.  The  skirmishers  of  both  brigades  soon  encoun- 
tered the  enemy  at  a  creek  near  the  load  and  diove  them  back  to  a  strong 
position,  where  they  contested  the  ground  obstinately  with  infantry  or  dismountod 
cavalry  and  one  or  two  pieces  of  artillery  The  position  of  the  enemy  was  soon 
taken  by  the  third  brigade  and  the  sixteenth  United  Stales  infantry,  and  one 
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caiaaon  filled  witli  ammunition  captured.  The  secoud  brigade  was  immediately 
moved  up  to  the  right  of  the  third,  and  the  skivmishers  pushed  on  to  the  rail- 
road. While  here.  Captain  Edmonds,  of  my  staff,  pointed  out  a  very  fine  position 
for  a  battery,  and  I  immediately  ordered  Prescott's  battery  to  take  position  there. 
Preaeott  moved  to  it  as  rapidly  as  his  horses  could  go,  nnlimbered,  and  opened 
Ilia  guns,  which  created  great  havoc  among  the  rebels.  It  may  here  be  stated 
that  much  of  the  success  later  in  the  day  was  due  to  the  execution  of  this  bat- 
tery, both  on  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  the  rebels,  as  Prescott  was  almost 
immediately  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  facing  Morgan's  division  of  the 
14th  corps  and  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  While  ocenpying  the  position 
last  described,  I  sent  ort  a  regim.ent  on  the  left  front  to  open  eommuiti cation 
with  the  4th  corps,  which  was  accomplished  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  McMahan, 
commanding  the  twenty-first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry.  I  then  changed  the  front 
of  my  division  again  to  the  right,  the  left  of  the  third  brigade  resting  on  the 
railroad,  and  formed  line  of  battle,  when  I  received  orders  from  General  Davis 
to  move  forward  towards  Joneaboro'  till  I  should  find  the  works  of  the  enemy. 
Moving  through  a  dense  foreat  to  an  open  field,  the  enemy  waa  encountered  in 
a  thicket  beyond.  I  ordered  an  assault,  which  was  made  with  great  energy  and 
gallMitry  by  both  brigades.  The  position  of  the  enemy  was  very  strong,  and 
the  approach  almost  impossible,  in  conaeijuence  of  a  dense  growth  of  small  bushes. 
The  second  brigade  reached  the  works  at  the  first  dash,  and  captured  many 
prisoners.  They  would  have  held  the  works  and  gone  on  but  for  the  unfortu- 
nate loss  of  Captain  Kellogg,  commanding  the  eighteenth  United  States  infantiy, 
who  waa  on  the  extreme  right ;  he  was  badly  wounded  while  croaaing  the  works. 
The  enemy  brought  up  re-enforcements  and  compelled  the  right  to  fall  back 
about  one  hnndred  (100)  yards.  A  portion  of  fliis  brigade  gallantly  clung  to 
the  works  till  the  second  brigade  made  another  charge.  I  received  information 
from  General  Davis  that  he  had  ordered  Colonel  Este'a  brigade  of  Baird'a 
division  to  support  me.  As  it  was  fresh  and  well  forme-d,  I  placed  it  in  poaition. 
for  a  charge,  when  General  Baird  arrived  and  gallantly  led  it  himself.  It  ia  an 
agreeable  duty  I  perform  in  saying  that  the  conduct  of  this  brigade  was  truly 
admirable,  and  that  they  deserved  the  success  they  achieved.  Colonel  Eate 
deserves  promotion  for  his  gallantry  and  good  management.  The  third  brigade 
continued  the  fight  tOI  every  rebel  was  driven  or  dragged  from  the  works.  The 
thirty-eighth  Indiana  volunteer  infantry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Grifiin  commanding, 
deserves  great  credit  in  this  part  of  the  fight,  as  they  had  to  contend  almost 
alone  against  a  very  obstinate  foe,  strongly  intrenched.  The  enemy,  having 
lost  his  works,  brought  infantry  and  artillery  on  the  road  still  further  towards 
Jonesboro',  and  opened  so  heavy  a  fire  that  no  further  advance  could  be  made; 
darkness  closed  the  fight.  The  two  brigades  captured  about  three  hundred  ( 300) 
piiaoners  and  many  small-arms.  The  second  brigade  lost,  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  168 ;  the  third  brigade,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  203 ;  total, 
371.     The  greater  portion  nf  the  wounded  will  recover. 

My  thanks  are  due  General  Baird  for  the  readiness  displayed  to  support  me 
at  all  times,  as  well  as  for  the  support  actually  received.  It  is  not  a  mere  empty 
custom  when  I  acknowledge  the  gj-eat  assiatance  rendered  during  the  hottest  of 
the  fight  by  Captain  Edmonds,  ninety-fourth  Ohio  volunteer  infentry.  Captain 
G.  W.  Smith,  eighteenth  United  States  infantiy,  and  Lieutenant  W.  B,  Eoby, 
thirty-third  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and  Lieutenant  George  H.  1  a  y  U  f 
my  staff.  Dr.  Solon  Marks,  chief  aurgeon  of  the  division,  Liei  t  nt  H  C 
Litchfield,  ordnance  officer,  and  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Maiae,  in  cha  t  ml 
lances,  ai-e  desei-ving  of  mention  for  the  faithful  performance  of  th  d  t 
their  respective  departmenta.     Colonel  M.  F.  Moore,  sixty-ninth  01  lunt 

infantry,  commanding  third  brigade,  deserves  special  mention  for  th    p    n  pt 
with  which  he  obeyed  orders  and  put  his  command  in  motion.     Th     t  ff   ft    rs 
of  the  second  brigade.  Captain  Mills,  Lieutenant  Este,  and  Lieutenant  St.  Onge, 
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Hid  especially  Captmn  "W,  J.  Fetterman,  acting  assistant  adjutant  general,  dis- 
jlayed  great  gallantry  and  spirit  in  aeaiating  Major  J.  R.  Edie,  fifteenth  infantry, 
n  advancing  the  hrigade.  Ihe  regimental  officers  and  enlisted  men  cannot  be 
jver-praised  for  their  conduct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

W.  P.  CARLIN", 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding. 
Captain  A.  C.  McClxikg, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Chief  of  Staff,  l^th  Army  Corps. 


llKADtiuARTERS  SEC■o^D  DIVISION  14TJi  Army  Oorpr, 

Near  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  division  during  the  eampa  gn  of  the  united  armies  under  tlie  command  of 
Major  General  Sherman  aga  st  tl  e  e  emy'a  forces  in  Georgia,  from  the  1st  day 
of  May  to  the  22d  day  of  A  gu  t  at  which  time  I  assumed  command  of  the 
l4th  army  corps. 

Afier  the  return  of  th  a  d  s  on  f  om  the  campaign  in  East  Tennessee  in 
Deeeraher,  1863,  it  we  t  nto  c  mp  a  McAifee  church,  near  Bosaville,  Georgia, 
Comfortable  quarters  we  e  soon  bu  It  by  the  troops,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
winter  was  well  occup  el  d  d  ill  eg  o  itiitting,  and  preparing  the  command  for 
active  operations  in  tl  e  pr  n^,  beveral  expeditions  and  reeonnoisBauces  were 
made  by  the  division  or  ps  t  of  t  luring  the  winter  and  spi'ing,  special  reports 
of  which  have  alreadj  been  made. 

On  the  Istof  May,  at  which  time  ordei-s  were  received  for  the  commencement 
of  active  operations,  the  diviaioa  consisted  of  three  brigades  and  two  field-batte- 
ries, organized  and  commanded  as  follovys,  viz  : 

First  brigade,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  J.  D.  Morgan,  consisting 
of  the  10th  Illinois  veteran  volunteer  infantiy,  Colonel  John  Tillson;  16th 
Illinois  veteran  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  Robert  P.  Smith;  60th  Illinois  vet- 
eran volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  William  B.  Anderson;  10th  Michigan  veteran 
volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  Charles  M.  Lum;  14th  Michigan  veteran  volunteer 
infantry.  Colonel  Henry  R.  Mizner. 

.  Second  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  J.  G.  Mitchell,  conaisliag  of  the 
34th  Illinois  veteran  volunteer  infantry.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Oscar  Van  Tassel; 
78th  Illinois  veteran  volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  Carter  Van  Uleek;  98th  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  John  8.  Pearce;  lOCth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry; 
121st  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  H.  B,  Banning. 

ITiird  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Daniel  McOoofe,  consisting  of  the 
22d  Indiana  veteran  volunteer  iufiintry.  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  M.  Wiles; 
85th  Illinois  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  C.  J.  Dalworth;  125th  Illmois  volun- 
teer infantry.  Colonel  0.  F.  Harmon ;  86th  Illinois  volunteer  infantry,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  A.  L.  Pannestock;  52d  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  C. 
W.  Clancey ;  110th  Illinois  volunteer  infantry,  Lientenant  Colouel  E.  H  Topping. 

Artillery,  commanded  by  Captain  0.  M.  Bamett;  5th  Wisconsin  battery,  com- 
manded by  Captain  George  Q.  Gardner;  Veteran  battery  I,  Sdlllinoia  artillery, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Veteran. 

The  tenth  Michigan  and  fourteenth  Michigan  regiments,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  campaign,  were  on  veteran  furlough,  and  rejoined  the  division  respect- 
ively at  Resaca  and  near  Ackworth ;  the  third  Ohio  regiment  had  been  detailed 
by  department  commander  for  permanent  garrison  duty  at  Chattanooga,  Ten- 
nessee, where  it  served  until  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  enlistment ;  the  tenth 
Illinois  regiment  was  stationed  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  for  the  purpose  of  briug- 
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ing  forward  transportation  wlien  obtained.  Transportation  overtook  tbe  division 
on  the  26th  May.  The  regiment  for  some  time  after  was  kept  with  the  train  a3 
guard,  &c.;  it  reported  to  its  brigade  for  daty  on  the  20th  day  of  July. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  May,  in  compliance  with  orders,  Morgan's  and 
Mitehell's  brigades  and  the  batteiies  marched  to  Ringgold,  G-eorgia,  and  went 
into  camp  on  East  Ohickamauga  creek.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  McOook's 
brigade  marched  from  Lee's  and  G-ordon'a  mill  aad  joined  tlie  division  at  Ring- 
gold. On  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  division  passed  through  the  gap  at  Ring- 
gold, and  went  into  bivouac  near  the  atone  chiu'ch  at  the  forks  of  the  Dslton 
and  Cleveland  roads.  Tbe  enemy's  pickets  were  encountered  by  Morgan's 
skirmiehers  in  email  force.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  advance  of  the  army 
was  assigned  to  my  division,  and  at  daylight  McOook's  brigade,  followed  by  the 
rest  of  my  command,  moved  on  the  direct  road  to  Tunuel  Hill.  The  enemy's 
cavalry  was  soon  encountered,  and  some  sharp  skirmishing  kept  up  until  the  head 
of  column  reached  Smith's  house,  within  cannon  range  of  the  enemy's  position  at 
Tunnel  Hill.  At  this  point  the  enemy  opened  his  artillery,  but  being  familiar 
with  the  ground,  I  soon  made  disposition  of  my  troops,  and  placed  a  few  guns 
ill  position  and  ordered  them  to  return,  the  fire,  which  was  promptly  executed. 
In  accordance  with  the  general  plan  for  the  advance  upon  that  place.  Major 
General  Howard's  corps  moved  from  Cherokee  Springs,  from  the  direction  of 
Cleveland,  and  formed  a  junction  with  my  command  at  this  point.  General 
Howard  sent  a  force  to  operate  on  the  north  end  of  Tunnel  Hill,  while  a  strong 
line  of  skirmishers  from  McOook'a  brigade,  gallantly  commanded  by  Major 
Holmes,  fifly-seeond  Ohio  infantry,  attacked  the  enemy's  position  below  the  town, 
near  where  tbe  road  leading  to  Dalton  crosses  the  hill.  These  movements, 
assisted  by  tbe  action  of  the  batteries,  caused  the  enemy  to  withdraw  from  his 
position  and  retreat  toward  Buzzard  Rooat,  In  compliance  with  orders  I  moved 
my  entire  division  beyond  the  town,  and  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  Dalton 
road,  and  sent  a  regiment  from  Morgan's  brigade  to  take  possession  of  a  high 
round  hill  immediately  in  my  front,  known  to  us  as  Signal  Hill.  This  duty  was 
well  performed  by  the  tenth  Illinois  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Tillsoa. 
McUook's  brigade  had  the  advance  during  the  day,  and  moat  of  the  fighting 
required  to  he  done  in  driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  skirmishers  was 
gallantly  performed  by  his  troops,  superintended  by  himself. 

The  division  remained  in  this  position  nntil  the  forenoon  of  the  9tb,  when  an 
advance  into  the  gap  of  Buzzard  Roost  was  determined  upon.  Mitchell's  biigade 
was  ordered  to  aovauce  along  the  left  of  the  road  and  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets, 
occupying  a  little  group  of  round-shaped  hills  in  front  f  h  n  my  works 
which  obatrueted  the  gap.  This  duty  was  performed  b  1  f  k  m  ahers, 
supported  by  his  whole  brigade.  The  ground  thus  gai  d  waa  h  Id  ad  my 
entire  division  took  position  in  the  gap.  During  the  sue  d  g  1  d  ys  my 
troops  were  kept  more  or  less  under  fire.     The  enemy,  af      p  d  some- 

times heavy  skirmishing,  was  driven  into  his  works  in  th     g  nd  u[  on  tbe 

top  of  Rocky  Face.  The  operations  of  these  three  days  w  n  Ij  eented 
and  the  fighting  done  by  General  Morgan's  brigade.  Much  of  the  fightingcon- 
sisted  in  heavy  skirmiahing,  and,  on  several  occasiims,  when  attempts  were  made 
to  feel  of  the  enemy's  works,  it  became  almost  a  general  engagement  in  severity. 
Captain  Barrett,  my  chief  of  artillery,  with  much  difSculty  succeeded  in  getting 
a  part  of  his  artillery  in  position,  and  operated  very  auecessfully  with  it  agdnst 
the  enemy's  batteries  and  works.  The  privations  and  hardships  my  troops 
were  compelled  to  undei^o  during  these  few  days'  operations  against  the  Pnemy's 
skirmish  line  and  sharpshooters,  and  the  consequent  heavy  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded,  gave  the  highest  proof  of  their  discipline  and  couiage,  and  tbe  zeal 
with  which  they  were  entering  upon  the  long  and  arduous  campaign  On  the 
12th  my  command  was  relieved  from  its  position  in  the  gap  by  troops  fiom  the 
4th  eorpa,  and,  following  the  other  divisions  of  the  corps,  marched  at  sunrise  for- 
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Snake  Creek  gap,  which  place  it  reached  at  dark.  During  the  night  it  pasaed 
through  the  gap,  and  bivouacked  earlj  on  the  13th  near  the  field-worlta  thrown 
up  hy  General  Mcpherson's  command  in  the  vicinity  of  Reaaca.  Incompliance 
with  instruction 8,  after  a  few  hoars'  rest,  the  division  took  a  position  in  line  on 
the  left  of  the  corps,  in  the  general  advance  upon  the  enemy's  position  near 
Besaca.  Daring  the  night  of  the  13th  the  division  occupied  a  position  a  little 
ill  reserve  of  the  left  of  the  corps,  and  connected  pickets  with  Major  General 
Schofield's  right.  On  the  14th,  conforming  to  the  movement  of  troops  on  the 
right,  and  the  general  plan  of  advance,  the  division  moved  forward  from  one 
position  to  another  until  the  enemy's  main  lines  were  reached.  The  troops,  on 
several  parts  of  our  lines,  liad  become  warmly  engaged  with  the  eaemy  during  the 
forenoon,  and  his  main  line  of  battle,  in  froQt  of  our  right,  Tvaa  well  developed. 
In  the  afternoon,  iq  compliance  with  orders,  I  sent  Mitchell's  brigade  to  the 
support  of  a  part  of  our  lines,  composed  of  Brigadier  General  Judah's  command, 
of  tlie  33d  corps,  and  Brigadier  General  Tnrchin's  brigade,  of  the  14th  corps, 
which  was  reported  aa  being  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy.  This  brigade  moved 
promptly  and  gallantly  into  position;  relieving  these  troops,  they  entered  im- 
mediately into  the  fight.  The  conduct  of  this  brigade  was  highly  creditable  to 
both  officers  and  men.  Colonel  Mitchell's  condact  was  conspicuous  on  this 
occasion  for  personal  gallantry.  My  batteries  were  exceedingly  well  posted  on 
a  high  ridge  overlooking  the  enemy's  works,  and  were  well  manned  all  day. 
Their  conduct  was  very  eonspicuoua  on  this  occasion.  The  effect  of  the  pro- 
jectiles was  unusually  severe  upon  the  enemy's  lines,  driving  him  several  times 
from  his  riSe-pits. 

During  the  night,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  moved  the  entire  division,  except 
the  batteries,  to  the  right,  and  relieved  the  division  of  General  Butterfield,  of  the 
20th  corps,  and  tiie  brigade  of  General  Carlin,  of  the  14th  corps,  fi-om  their 
position  in  the  front  line.  The  troops  worked  assiduously  all  night  strengthen- 
ing and  completing  the  works  previously  commenced  by  Genera!  Butterfield'a 
troops.  The  15th  my  skirmish  line  was  sharply  engaged  all  day,  but  no  general 
movement  of  my  troops  was  made.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant 
it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his  position  and  was  crossing 
the  river.  I  received  orders  to  march,  with  as  little  delay  aa  possible,  with  ray 
command  down  the  west  bank  of  the  Ooatenaula  river  to  tlie  mouth  of  the  Arcmu- 
chee  creek,  with  a  view  of  co-operating  with  the  cavalry  forces  in  that  vicinity. 
It  was  supposed  that  a  bridge  existed  across  the  river  at  this  point,  over  which 
the  forces  operating  on  this  flank  of  the  army  could  cross  and  cut  the  railroad 
betweeu  Kingston  and  Rome,  and  rejoin  the  main  column  in  its  purauit  of  the 
retreating  enemy.  The  division  madea  rapid  march  of  fifteen  miles,  and  encamped 
at  dark  a  few  miles  from  the  Arcmuehee.  During  the  night  tlie  cavalry  forces, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Garrard,  passed  through  my  camp 
en  rrmte  for  Lay's  ferry,  near  Resaca.  General  Garrard  reported  his  inability 
to  find  any  bridge  across  the  Oostenaula  above  Home,  and  his  determination  to 
return  and  cross  the  river  with  the  main  column  near  Resaca.  This  condition  of 
affairs  placed  me  in  an  embarrassing  position  as  to  how  to  act  under  the  circum- 
stances. Believing,  however,  that  flie  main  object  of  the  expedition  could  best 
be  obtained  by  pushing  oa  to  Rome  with  my  command,  and  try  to  secure  the 
bridge  and  capture  that  place,  I  immediately  sent  a  commanication  to  Major 
General  Thomas  of  my  determination,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th 
resumed  the  march  in  that  direction.  About  noon,  the  first  of  the  enemy's  pickets 
were  found  at  Farmer's  bridge,  over  the  Arcmuehee.  This  is  eight  miles  from 
Bome.  Here  I  determined  to  pack  the  trains,  and  allow  the  troops  time  to  rest, 
and  get  dinner.  About  2  o'clock  p.  m.  the  column,  except  two  regiments  left 
Jiehind  to  guard  the  trains,  resumed  the  march. 

Mitchell's  brigade  had  the  advance,  and  pushed  rapidly  forward,  driving  in 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  until  within  catmon  range  of  the  enemy's  works  on  De  Soto 
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Hill,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ooatenaula.  Colonel  Mitchell  reported  the  enemy 
in  ati-oug  force  ia  his  front,  and  his  advanced  gnai-d,  thirty -fom-th  Illinois  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Van  Tassell,  sharply  engaged  with  Lis 
skirmishers.  I  immediately  made  disposition  of  my  troops  for  the  purpose  of 
driving  in  the  enemy's  outposts  so  as  to  reconnoitre  his  works.  This  was 
scarcely  commeQced  before  he  opened  with  a  battery  of  aitillery  upon  the  advance 
troops,  and  at  the  same  time  a  brigade  of  infantry  advanced  from  the  works 
to  attack  us.  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Daniel  McGook  to  move  his 
brigade  as  rapidly  as  posaible  to  the  front,  and  take  position  on  a  com- 
manding ridge  to  the  left  of  the  Resaca  and  Borne  road,  still  held  by  our 
skiimiahers.  McCook  moved  promptly  ioto  position,  and  deployed  his  ti-oops 
so  as  to  be  able  to  give  or  receive  an  attack  at  any  time.  By  this  time  the 
enemy  was  observed  advancing,  apparently  with  a  view  of  taking  possessioa  of 
a  ridge  directly  in  front  of  the  one  first  taken  by  McCook'a  brigade,  and 
extending  some  distacee  to  his  right.  This  ridge  offered  a  better  and  more 
pstend''d  line  of  battle,  and  I  ordered  McOook  to  advance  and  take  possession  of 

t  The  mo  ement  was  promptly  executed,  just  in  time  to  meet  the  enemy,  in 
about  e  I  al  for  e  ascending  tJie  opposite  slope  to  the  attack.     Both  parties 

je  el  he  with  gieat  determination,  and  the  enemy  at  this  time  iadicated  a 
d  po  to  to  g  ve  1  general  battle  outside  of  his  works.  From  the  best  ioforma- 
t  on  I  uld  n  t  I  was  weD  satisfied  his  forces  did  not  exceed  mine  in  number. 
I  he  gallant  mannei  in  which  McOook's  brigade  went  into  battle  aad  sustained 

t  ot  V  th  tand  ng  a  march  of  eighteen  miles  since  morning,  determined  me  to 
accept  the  issue  and  Mitchell's  brigade  was  promptly  deployed  on  the  right  of 
the    Old  a  suj  porting  distance  of  McCook.     The  batteries  were  put  in  position 

u  1  opened  fire  for  a  few  ronnds.  Morgan's  brigade  was  mttssed  in  i-eeerve 
dunng  the  attack  on  McCook'a  brigade,  but  a  report  received  at  this  time  that  the 
enemy  was  moving  in  heavy  force  to  my  right,  together  with  the  demonsti'ations 
his  skirmishers  wei-e  making  in  that  direction,  determined  me  to  move  Morgan 
to  that  flank,  with  orders  to  push  out  skirmishers  to  the  Alabama  road.  "The 
emergency,  as  well  as  the  approach  of  night,  rerjuired  great  promptness  in  the 
execution  of  the  movement.  The  emergency  was  fully  met,  and  by  dark  Morgan 
had  driven  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  formed  his  entire  brigade  on  the 
Albama  road,  close  up  to  the  enemy's  works.  McCook  and  Mitchell  reported 
the  enemy  repulsed  on  their  fronts,  and  I  ordered  a  strong  skirmish  line  to  be 
thrown  out,  with  instructions  to  force  those  of  the  enemy  back  into  his  works, 
behind  which  his  main  forces  had  taken  refuge.  This  was  handsomely  done, 
and  onr  main  line  established  upon  the  most  advantageous  ground  that  could 
be  selected.  My  lines,  as  now  established,  completely  invested  the  enemy's 
works  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  my  left  being  so  near  the  Oostenaula 
and  my  light  so  near  the  Coosa  as  to  prevent  my  flank  from  being  turned  from 
either  direction.  My  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  did  not  exceed  one  hundred 
and  fifty  (150)  men.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wiles  and  Major  Shea,  of  the  twesity- 
secoud  Indiana  regiment,  were  both  seriously  wounded. 

Notwithstanding  the  long  march  of  eighteen  miles,  and  the  fatigue  of  the  field 
maiiceuvres  aad  fighting  during  the  day,  the  troops  stacked  their  arms  and  went 
vigorously  to  work  buUding  breastworks,  and  by  morning  the  entire  line  was 
well  fortified.  The  dense  fog  which  prevailed  in  the  morning  prevented  any 
movement  under  the  circumstances  until  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  at  which  time  it  began 
to  rise,  and  I  ordered  the  works  to  be  vigorously  attacked  in  front  of  each 
brigade  with  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers.  This  was  done,  and  the  works  soon 
taken  possession  of,  having  been  abandoned  during  the  night,  except  by  a  skir- 
mish line  which  fled  rapidly  across  the  river,  burning  the  bridge  behind  them. 
His  rear  guard  was  pursued  so  closely  by  our  skirmishers  that  their  attempts 
to  destroy  the  pontoons  across  the  river  were  only  partially  successful.  A  few 
troops  advanced  into  the  works  oa  the  De  Soto  hill  was  sufficient  to  draw  the 
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were  situated  on  two  high  hills,  and  completely  commanded  all  approaches  to  them 
from  the  opposite  side  of  tbe  river  as  well  as  the  works  just  abandoned  by  the 
enemy  and  now  held  by  mb.  In  order  to  test  the  full  strength  of  the  enemy  I 
ordered  Batuett's  and  G-ardner'a  batteries  to  be  put  into  position  on  De  Soto 
bill  and  open  fire.  Thia  was  done,  and  after  an  hour's  practice,  the  saperiority 
of  our  batteries  was  gratifyingly  manifested  by  an  almost  complete  silence  of 
the  enemy's  guns.  "While  these  movements  were  being  made  the  skirmish  line 
had  gradually  closed  to  the  river  hank,  and  was  sharply  engaged  with  thi; 
enemy  on  the  opposite  side.  The  city  was  now  completely  at  our  mercy.  This 
feet,  considered  in  connexion  with  the  best  information  1  could  obtain,  convinced 
me  that  the  enemy  intended  to  evacuate  the  city,  and  was  only  prolonging  his 
resistance  in  order  to  remove,  as  much  as  possible,  hia  public  stor^.  To  complete 
tbe  ea.ptUTe  of  the  city  it  was  necessary  to  throw  troops  across  the  Oostenaula. 
A  point  aome  distance  above  the  enemy's  works  near  McOook's  left,  during 
the  engagement  of  the  previous  evening  was  selected,  and  his  brigade  designated 
to  execute  the  movement. 

The  hazardous  enterprise  of  effecting  the  first  croasing  was  gallantly  accom- 
plished by  the  eighty-fifth  Illinois  regiment,  commanded  by  Oolonei  Delworth, 
on  raftH  bailt  of  rails  and  logs  hastily  collected  on  the  bank.  This  I'egimeut 
was  crossed  in  an  astonishing  short  space  of  time,  and  soon  began  to  drive  in 
the  enemy's  pickets  in  the  direction  of  the  city.  The  enemy,  finding  himself 
nnexpectedly  attacked  from  a  direction  which  soon  must  result  in  his  capture, 
retreated  in  the  most  precipitate  manner  over  the  Etowah  river,  destroying  the 
bridge  behind  him.  Delwortb  advanced  his  skirmishers  down  the  Oostenaula, 
driving  in  those  of  the  enemy  until  his  line  reached  the  city  and  extended  to 
the  Eiowah,  thus  covering  the  railroad  and  all  approaches  to  the  city  between 
the  forks  of  the  two  rivers.  This  enabled  him  to  reach  tbe  crossings  over  the 
Oostenaula  and  secure  what  yet  remained  uiidestroyed  of  tlie  bridges.  The 
main  bridges  were  entirely  destroyed,  but  the  pontoons  ivere  secured  and  re- 
paired, and  a  bridge  made  in  a  few  hours  sufficient  to  cross  the  whole  of  Mc- 
Cook'a  brigade. 

On  taking  possession  of  the  city  considerable  public  stores  were  found,  not- 
withstanding the  efforts  of  tbe  enemy  to  destroy  and  remove  them.  These  stores 
consiated  of  quartermaster,  commissary,  and  medical  supplies,  and  were  iasued 
to  the  troops  of  my  command,  except  one  lai^  traia  of  cars  loaded  mostly  with 
salt,  sent  to  Kingston.  A  large  amount  of  private  property  was  found  in  tbe 
city  abandoned  by  the  owners.  This  conaiated  mostly  of  cotton.  All  such 
stores  were  placed  under  guai-d,  and  in  this  condition  waa  turned  over  to  roy 
successor.  Colonel  Barie,  commanding  brigade  of  17th  corpa,  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. Three  field-pieces,  five  thirty-two  (38)  pounders,  garrison  guns,  and 
two  8-inch  howitzers  were  abandoned  and  fell  into  our  hands.  The  large  iron 
works  and  machine  shops  of  Noble  &  Co ,  upon  which  the  enemy  relied  for  a 
large  part  of  his  ordnance  supplies  and  repairs,  were  captured  in  good  condition. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  these  shops  and  stores,  but  so 
audden  was  the  attack  of  Delworth's  skirmiahera  that  he  precipitately  fled,  and 
they  fell  into  our  possession.  The  city  was  occupied  by  McOook's  brigade  until 
the  advance  was  resumed.  Morgan's  and  Mitchell's  brigade  went  into  camp  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Oostenaula,  occupying  the  works.  The  enemy's  pickets 
continued  to  hold  the  south  bank  of  the  Coosa  for  several  days,  and  kept  up  at 
intervals  a  vicious  skirmish  firing  into  the  city,  killing  aud  wounding  soliEers 
and  citizens  indiscriminately  until  the  22d,  when,  in  compliance  with  instruc- 
tions, Morgan  crossed  a  part  of  hia  brigade  in  pontoon  boata  which  had  been  sent 
me  from  the  main  column  by  order  of  Major  General  Thomaa,  and  took  possession 
of  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river.     The  pontoon  bridge  waa  soon  laid,  and  the 
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wLole  of  Morgan's  brigade  moved  across  and  occupied  the  works,  driving  the 
enemy  from  that  entire  frout.  On  the  23d  Mitcheli's  brigade  and  the  batteries 
moved  across  the  two  rivers  and  bivouacked  preparatory  to  commencing  the 
advance  the  next  morning.  The  24th  the  entire  division  moved  from  Eorae  to 
Euharley  creek,  when  it  struck  General  McPherson's  column  and  went  into 
camp.  The  followiDg  morning  it  resumed  the  march  to  Van  Wert,  where  it 
again  came  in  contact  with  General  McPberson's  troops.  At  this  point  I  ascer- 
tained that  a  road  running  over  the  Alatoona  mountains,  between  the  one 
occupied  by  McPhereon'a  command  and  the  14th  coi-ps,  could  he  found.  I 
determined  to  move  upon  it.  The  roads  proved  passable,  and  by  a  rapid  march 
I  waa  enabled  to  encamp  my  whole  command  at  night  within  three  miles  of 
J^allas,  and  in  close  support  of  main  column.  On  reporting  the  arrival  of  my 
command  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  I  received  orders  from  General  Thomas 
to  make  a  reconnoiesanee  in  the  direction  of  Dallas,  with  a  view  of  finding  out 
the  enemy's  position  on  that  flank,  and  to  open,  if  possible,  communication  with 
General  McPherson's  command.  Taking  the  Bnmt  Hickory  road  and  passing 
over  Bishop's  bridge,  across  Pumpkinvine  creek,  two  miles  from  Dallas,  the 
advance  of  Morgan's  brigade  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  pushed  into  the 
town.  The  whole  division  followed  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  East 
Marietta  road.  Tbs  bead  of  General  McPherson's  column  arrived  at  this  time 
and  went  into  position,  his  lines  running  across  the  Villa  itica  road.  Skir- 
mishers ordered  out  soon  found  Hardee's  corps  intrenched  in  a  strong  posi- 
tion covering  the  Marietta  and  Villa  Rica  road,  his  right  resting  on  the  west 
end  of  Elsberry  mountain. 

During  the  night  the  troops  erected  temporary  breastworks,  and  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  S7th  I  ordered  McCook's  brigade  to  advance  about  a  mile  into  a 
gorge  in  the  mountain,  through  which  a  road  passes  connecting  the  two  roads 
leading  from  Dallas  to  Marietta,  A  regiment,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  after 
some  hard  fighting,  discovered  a  brigade  of  the  enemy's  infantry  strongly  posted 
in  this  defile.  McCook's  wholebrigade  was,  during  the  day,  posted  and  intrenched 
BO  as  to  completely  control  this  pass.  A  regiment  from  Mitchell's  brigade  was 
sent  to  open  communications  with  the  right  of  General  Hooker's  corps,  then 
operating  near  the  northeast  end  of  Elsberry  mountain.  This  communication 
was  preserved,  by  a  line  of  sentinels  from  my  command,  during  the  remainder 
of  onr  opei-ations  on  this  flank.  During  the  day  the  twenty-second  Indiana 
regiment,  after  considerable  fighting,  reached  the  enemy's  lines  on  top  of  the 
mountain,  and  held  its  position  until  night ;  but  while  attempting  to  withdraw, 
the  enemy  sallied  out  in  pursuit  in  considerable  force.  The  one  hundred  and 
twenty-fifth  Illinois  regiment  was  at  this  time  moving  out  to  take  position  as  a 
picket,  and  very  opportunely  arrived  at  the  point  of  conflict.  A  general  melee 
ensued,  in  which  a  number  were  killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides.  The  night 
was  intensely  dark,  and,  where  friend  could  not  be  distinguished  from  foe,  the 
conflict  became  exceedingly  exciting.  It  resulted,  however,  favorably  to  us. 
The  position  was  held  and  a  number  of  prisoners  fell  into  our  hands. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  in  order  to  render  the  position  between  my  left 
and  General  Hooker's  right  more  secure,  I  selected  a  strong  position  about 
midway  between  the  two  points,  the  distance  being  three  mUea,  and  ordered 
Mitchell  to  intrench  his  brigades  there,  and  to  cut  roads  to  bis  rear  connecting 
with  the  main  command  near  New  Hope  church.  This  work  was  well  executed 
by  Colonel  MitcbeJl  and  command,  and  much  facilitated  the  subseijuent  move- 
ments of  our  troops  in  that  direction.  As  now  posted,  my  command  remained 
without  change  of  position  until  early  on  the  morning  of  the  flrst  of  June,  when, 
in  concert  with  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  T  withdrew  and  joined  the  corps, 
then  occupying  a  position  near  the  left  of  the  whole  army,  in  the  vicinity  of 
New  Hope  church,  Relieving  a  part  of  the  anny  of  the  Ohio — Hovey's  com- 
mand— it  took  position  in  the  frout  line,  during  tlie  night,  where  it  remiuned,  en- 
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gaged  in  constant  ekirmisliing  witli  the  enemy,  until  the  4th,  when  it  withdrew 
and  took  a  commanding  position  on  Stoneman's  hill,  filling  with  two  brigades  a 
gap  between  General  Hooker's  command  on  the  right  and  the  14th  aimy  corps 
on  the  left. 

Daring  the  night  of  the  5th  the  enemy  evacuated  his  worka,  and  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  6th,  taking  the  right  of  the  corps  in  pnreuit,  the  division 
went  into  camp  in  the  afternoon,  on  Proctor's  ereck,  covering  the  road  leading 
from  Ackworth  to  Big  Shanty,  two  miles  from  the  former  place,  where  it  remained 
in  comparative  quiet  until  the  17th,  when  it  moved,  in  concert  with  the  other 
divisions  of  the  corps,  to  a  position  in  front  of  Pine  mountain,  and  formed  on 
the  right  of  Baird's  division,  connecting  with  the  -left  of  the  4th  corps  in  the 
afternoon. 

During  the  18th  and  19th  the  division  changed  position  several  times  in  the 
general  advance  of  our  lines  to  the  enemy's  position  near  Kenesaw  mountain, 
and  the  skirmishing  was  frequently  very  sharp,  particularly  between  a  part  of 
Moi'gan's  brigade,  which  was  ordered  to  drive  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and 
to  feel  his  position  on  top  of  the  mountain.  This  duty  was  gallantly  done 
by  the  sixtieth  Illinois  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Anderson,  This  de- 
monstration, and  the  appearance  of  the  troops  at  the  base  of  the  mountain  whUe 
going  into  position,  drew  forth  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  on  the 
summit,  and  showed  conclusively  that  he  was  there  in  force,  and  strongly  posted. 
The  batteries  of  the  division  came  into  action,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the 
day  contested  the  ground  with  good  success.  The  troops  were  intrenched  and 
field-works  thrown  up  for  the  batteries  during  the  night.  The  troops  remained 
in  this  position,  with  bat  little  change,  nntil  the  night  of  the  §5th,  during  which 
time  sharp  skirmishing  frequently  engaged  the  infantry,  and  fierce  artillery  con- 
tests sprang  up  between  the  contending  batteries.  In  these  encounters  our  bat- 
teries invariably  manifested  their  superiority  and  discipline  over  that  of  the  en- 
emy. My  command,  except  the  batteries,  was  relieved  by  a  division  of  the  I6th 
corps  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  moved  during  the  night  to  the  reai'  of 
our  lines,  and  bivouacked  during  the  26th  in  rear  of  General  Stanley's  division 
of  the  4th  corps,  preparatory  to  storming  the  enemy's  works  at  some  point  near 
that  place  on  me  following  morning. 

Being  informed  by  Major  General  Thomas  of  the  distinguished  duty  for 
which  my  division  had  been  designated,  in  company  with  Generals  Stanley, 
Braddon,  and  Baird,  I  made  a  thorough  reconnoissanee  of  the  enemy's  works 
and  selected  the  point  of  attack.  The  point  selected  was  immediately  in  fi-ont 
of  General  Whittaker's  brigade,  of  Stanley's  division  of  the  4th  corps.  The 
enemy's  line  here,  conforming  to  a  projecting  point  in  the  ridge  upon  which  hia 
works  were  built,  presented  a  salient  angle,  and  in  the  absence  of  abatis,  fallen 
timber  and  other  obstructions  ■which  generally  confront  their  works,  this  point 
seemed  the  most  assailable.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  brigade 
commanders  accompanied  me  to  the  ground  and  familiarized  themselves  with  it. 
McCook'a  and  Mitchell's  brigades  had  been  designated  for  this  conspicuous  duty, 
and  at  8  o'clock  were  massed  iu  an  open  field  in  i-ear  of  our  breastworks,  now 
occupied  by  Morgan's  brigade  as  a  reserve,  some  six  hundred  yards  from  the 
point  to  be  carried.  No  place  nearer  the  enemy's  line  could  the  troops  be 
massed  without  receiving  the  enemy's  fire,  both  of  infantry  and  artillery.  The 
ground  to  be  passed  over  was  exceedingly  rocky  and  rough,  and  a  considerable 
part  of  it  covered  with  forest  trees,  interspersed  with  undergrowth.  The  signal 
was  given  a  little  before  nine  o'clock,  andTthe  troops,  following  the  example  of 
their  admired  leaders,  bounded  over  our  own  works,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy's 
fire,  and  rushed  gallantly  for  the  enemy,  meeting  and  disregarding,  with  great 
coolneaa,  the  heavy  fire,  both  of  artillery  and  infantry,  to  which  they  were  sub- 
jected until  the  enemy's  worka  were  reached.  Here,  owing  to  exhaustion  pro- 
duced by  the  too  rapid  execution  of  the  movement,  the  exceedingly  rough 
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ground  aad  the  exeeaaive  heat,  tlie  troops  failetl  to  leap  and  carry  tLe  works 
to  whicli  their  noble  daring  and  impetuoua  valor  had  carried  them.  McCook 
had  fallen  dangerously  ivounded,  aad  Harmon,  next  in  rank,  had  asaumed  com- 
maad,  but  fell  immediately,  Delworth,  the  nest  senior  in  rank,  promptly  took 
command  of  the  brigade,  aad  with  great  persona!  gallantry  held  his  command 
to  the  fierce  contest,  now  being  fougut  so  near  the  works  that  a  number  of  both 
oflicera  and  men  were  killed  and  wounded  at  tlie  trenches.  Mitchell's  brigade, 
moving  in  column  pai-allel  with  McOook'a,  received  and  returned  the  fire  with 
the  same  impetuosity  and  invincible  determination,  but  failed  from  the  same 
ca«ae  to  can-y  the  works.  The  position  of  the  troops  at  this  juncture  was  one 
of  extreme  solicitude,  and  presented  a  problem  of  some  difficulty  of  solution.  To 
retire  and  thus  receive  the  fol!  effect  of  the  enemy's  unrestrained  fire,  now  consid- 
erably diminished  in  severity  by  the  effect  of  onr  own,  was  sure  to  incur  an  addi- 
tional loss.  A  renewal  of  the  assanlt  in  the  present  exhausted  condition  of  the 
troopa  was  exceedingly  hazardous.  Under  the  circumstauces,  after  a  thorough 
examiaation  of  the  gi-onnd  and  the  enemy's  works,  I  reported  to  Major  General 
Thomas,  aud  recommended  that  the  positioQ  be  held  and  the  ti-oops  intrenched 
where  they  were.  This  he  ordered  to  be  done,  and  intrenching  implemeutB 
were  immediately  furnished  the  troops,  and  both  brigades  threw  up  wotlcs  a  few 
yards  from,  and  nearly  pai-allel  to,  those  of  the  enemy.  This  was  done  under 
fire  ao  severe  that  at  times  it  might  almost  be  teruied  a  general  engagement. 
Works  thrown  up  under  such  circumstances  were  of  necessity  of  rude  charac- 
ter, but  sufficed  to  protect  the  men  until  night,  during  which  the  whole  com- 
mand intrenched  itself  in  excellent  works. 

During  the  succeeding  six  days  the  position  was  held,  the  troops  sleeping  on 
their  aima  at  night.  Detmls  were  kept  engaged  in  throwing  up  new  works  wherever 
an  advanced  line  could  be  established,  antil  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July, 
when  it  was  discovered  that  ibe  enemy  had  abandoned  the  position.  The 
assault  failed  in  its  immediate  objects,  but  the  conrage  and  discipline  exhibited 
by  the  troops  in  the  attack,  the  determined  manner  in  which  they  clung  to  the  works 
afterwards,  and  the  noble  physical  endurance  displayed  by  them  during  the  six 
days  and  nights  have  never  been  exceeded  in  modern  soldiery.  Colonel  Dan- 
iel McCook,  long  the  admired  and  gallant  commander  of  his  biigade,  fell  with  a 
severe  wound,  of  which  he  subsequently  died  at  his  home  in  Ohio.  Colonel 
Harmon,  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois,  succeeded  bim  in  com- 
mand, but  fell  immediately  afterwards.  He  was  a  brave  and  skillful  officer. 
The  loss  of  these  two  noble  leaders  was  at  the  time  a  great  misfortune  to  the 
troops;  and  will  ever  be  to  the  army  and  country  a  great  loss.  In  the  list  of 
killed  are  the  names  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  James  McShane,  ninety-eighth  Ohio 
infantry;  Major  John  Yager,  one  hundred  and  twenty-first  Ohio  infantry; 
Captain  M.  B,  Clason,  one  hundred  and  twenty-first  Ohio  infantry ;  Captain 
W.  W.  Fellows,  fifty-second  Ohio  infantry,  acting  brigade  inspector;  Captain 
Charles  H  Cbatfield,  eighty-fifth  Illinois  intantry;  Captain  Patrick,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-first  Ohio  infantry,  and  Captain  Bowersock,  one  hundred  and 
thirteenth  Ohio  infantry,  whom  I  think  it  my  duty  to  mention  in  this  report. 
In  the  list  of  wounded  are  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  E,  Warner,  one  hundred  and 
thirteenth  Ohio  infantry;  Captain  Henry  0,  Mansfield,  fifty  second  Ohio 
infantry;  Captain  Durant,  one  bnadred  aad  thirteenth  Ohio  infantiy;  Adju- 
tant C.  Andrews,  eighty-fifth  Illinois  volunteer  infantry ;  Lieutenant  Samuel 
T.  Eodgers,  eighty-sixth  Illinois  infantry ;  Captain  Van  Antwerp,  eighty- 
sixth  Illinois  infantry ;  Captain  Howden,  seventy- eighth  Illinois  infantry ; 
Lieutenants  Lippeneott,  Bently,  Baxter,  Watson,  and  Dungan,  of  the  one 
hundred  and  thirteenth  Ohio  infantry ;  and  Lieutenants  Thomas  and  Lindsey, 
of  ninety-eight  Ohio  infantry.  These  gallant  officers  fell  in  leading  their  men 
to  the  enemy's  works ;  some  of  them  at  the  ditches. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July  the  division  moved  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
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again  ia  retreat.  Passing  through  Marietta,  and  following  the  20th  corps,  went 
into  bivouack  at  Nickajack  creek,  ia  sight  of  the  enemy's  works  at  that  place. 

July  4. — Opened  with  both  battriee,  and  pushed  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers 
across  the  creek  and  swamp.  lu  the  afternoon  Morgan's  whole  brigade  was 
ci'ossed,  and  skinniabed  heavily  with  the  enemy  and  succeeded,  in  driving  him 
iato  his  main  works.  This  brigade  bivouacked  daring  the  night  close  to  the 
abbatis  of  the  enemy's  works. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  Major  Benaett,  of  the  nineteenth 
Michigan  infaatry,  commanding  the  skirmish  line,  reported  through  General 
Morgan  that  the  enemy  had  retreated,  aad  the  pursuit  was  resumed.  Pass- 
ing through  the  enemys  works,  the  rear  guard  of  die  eneray  was  pressed 
by  the  thirty-fourth  Illinois  regiment  to  within  a  few  huadred  yards  of  hia  works 
on  the  Chattahoochee  river.  His  skirmiahera  made  a  determined  stand,  and  the 
fourteenth  Michigan,  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois,  and  the  ninety- 
eighth  Ohio  regiments  were  deployed,  and  after  a  aevere  skirmish  drove  the  enemy 
from  his  dfle-pits  iato  his  main  works,  from  which  after  occasional  akirmiahiag, 
and  considerable  artillery  fighting,  he  withdrew  on  theSth  of  July.  The  enemy's 
works  thus  vacated,  wero  immediately  occupied  by  a  brigade  and  battery  of  my 
troops,  until  the  general  crossing  of  the  river  and  advance  upon  Atlaata  was 
resumed.  The  short  respite  of  a  few  days  here  givea  to  the  troopa  was  well 
spent  ia  a  general  burnishing  up  of  guna  and  accoutrementa,  and  outfitting 
the  men  with  clothing.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th  Morgan's  and  Mitchell's 
bi-igades  and  the  batteries  moved  to  the  river  at  Pace's  ferry  at  daylight.  After 
some  delay  on  aceouat  of  the  poatooaa  not  being  laid,  the  command  eomtaenead 
to  cross,  aad  Mo^an,  being  in  advance,  found  the  enemy  about  one  mile  from 
the  river,  and  after  a  sharp  skirmish  fight,  in  which  a  part  of  G-eneral  Johnson's 
skirmishers  took  part,  with  hia  cavalry  dismounted,  drove  them  to  aad  across 
Nancy's  creek.    The  troops  here  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18tb  Delworth's  brigade  joined  the  division,  moving 
from  its  previous  camp  before  daylight,  and  took  the  advance  of  the  column. 
Little  resistance  was  offered  by  the  enemy  to  our  advance  daring  the  day,  and 
before  night  I  was  able  to  report  my  troopa  in  camp  oa  Peach  Tree  creek,  a 
short  distance  below  Howell's  mill,  picketing  the  bank  from  my  front  to  its  mouth. 
On  the  19th,  in  compliance  with  verbal  instructions  from  Major  Gt-eneral  Thomas, 
I  ordered  Delworth  to  move  his  brigade  to  the  mouth  of  G-reen  Bone  creek,  in 
search  of  a  crossingsaid  to  exist  there.  A  point  over  which  troops  could  be  passed 
was  found;  it  was  also  found  strongly  picketed  hy  the  enemy,  Delworth  was 
ordered  to  drive  these  away,  and  to  effect  a  lodgement  of  hia  troopa  oa  the  opposite 
hank  if  possible.  This,  after  a  severe  skirmish,  was  accomplished  in  the  afiernoon. 
The  remainder  of  his  brigade  was  ordered  across,  hut  had  hardly  formed  on  the 
opposite  bank  when  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  sallied  out  from  their  works  to  the 
support  of  their  skirmiahera,  then  driven  back.  Delworth  immediately  pushed  his 
lines  forward  in  order  to  meet  hia  foe  on  an  advantageous  ridge  which  lay  in  his 
front.  The  two  forces  here  met  in  about  equal  numbers,  and  at  once  brought 
oa  an  engagement.  The  fighting  was  very  shaip  on  both  sides,  bat  sooa  resulted 
in  a  signal  repulse  of  the  enemy.  The  loss  was  heavy  on  both  sides,  considering 
the  numbers  engaged  and  the  short  time  the  fight  lasted.  This  day's  work  was 
exceedingly  creditable  to  both  Colonel  Delworth  and  command.  Mitchell's 
brigade  was  ordered  to  the  support  of  Delworth.  It  moved  with  great  promptness, 
and  succeeded  in  crossing  in  time  to  assist  in  the  closing  of  this  gallant  hltle  fight, 
and  repulse  of  the  enemy.  Baird's  division  crossed  and  took  position  on  my  left 
during  the  night.  Morgan's  brigade,  with  Baaning's  regiment,  the  one  hundred 
and  twenty-firat  Ohio, of  Mitchell's  brigade,and  the  batteries,  were  held  as  reserved 
forces  on  the  north  bank  of  the  creek.  Heavy  det.iila  were  required  from  these 
to  picket  the  creek  to  its  mouth,  and  some  severe  fighting  was  done  at  different 
points  when  attempta  were  made  by  us  to  croaa  the  stream. 
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On  the  20th  I  changed  the  position  of  my  batteries.  GUrdaer  crossed  the  nreek 
and  was  placed  in  the  main  line  of -Del  worth's  works,  and  after  a  few  rounds  of 
excellent  firing  drove  tlie  enemy  from  hia  rifle-pita  in  front.  The  rest  of  rny 
troops  remained  in  nearly  the  same  position,  and  skirmished  sharply  all  day. 
On  the  morning  of  the  21st  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  baek,  and 
1  ordered  a  reconnoisaance  to  be  made.  General  Baird  did  the  aanie  in  hia  front, 
but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  he  had  only  withdrawn  his  picket  line  closer  to 
his  main  works.     The  enemy  retreated  during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Si2d,  keeping  to  the  right  of  Baird's  division,  I  moved 
my  whole  command  to  the  west  side  of  Marietta  road  and  took  position  on  the 
Tamer's  Ferry  road,  connecting  with  General  Baird 'a  right.  The  position  was  a 
strong  one,  and  being  for  some  time  the  extreme  right  of  the  whole  army,  I 
ordered  it  to  be  well  fortified.  My  batteries  bore  upon  the  city  from  their  works 
with  great  ease. 

My  command  remained  in  this  position  without  change  until  the  28th,  when 
I  received  orders  to  make  a  movement  in  the  direction  of  Turner's  ferry  and 
East  Point,  and  from  thence  towards  Howard's  right.  At  this  time  my  health, 
which  had  not  been  good  for  some  liays,  required  me  to  turn  over  the  active  and 
immediate  command  of  the  troops  to  G-eneral  Morgan.  The  movement  was 
promptly  commenced  by  General  Morgan,  but  before  being  completed  the  enemy 
attacked  General  Howard's  command  oa  the  right,  in  hea/y  force,  and  in  compli- 
ance with  instructions  from  Majnr  General  Sherman,  I  sent  a  staff  oificer  to  order 
Morgan  to  Howard's  support.  Morgan,  who,  when  the  messenger  reached  him, 
was  several  miles  off,  turned  his  column  at  once  in  the  direction  of  the  fighting. 
Every  effort  was  made  by  General  Morgan  to  reach  the  position,  but  he  waa 
unable  to  do  so  until  the  enemy  had  been  repulsed;  The  troops  went  into  bivouac 
long  after  night,  much  fatigned  from  the  long  march  aad  escessive  heat. 

Oa  the  09th  the  division  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee and  intrenched  itself,  where  it  remained,  with  little  change,  until  the  4th, 
when  in  accordance  with  orders  it  moved  across  Utoy  creek,  and  took  position 
on  the  right  and  i-ear  of  Baird's  division.  This  was  accomplished  after  some 
heavy  skirmishing,  in  which  the  enemy's  artillery  took  part. 

On  the  5th  the  division  took  grouud  to  the  right  and  front,  the  left  brigade 
connecting  with  Baii-d's  right  flank,  where  it  remained  much  exposed  to  the 
enemy's  shell  until  the  7th,  when,  in  compliance  with  instructions,  it  moved  for- 
ward, wheeling  on  the  left,  formed  a  new  line  close  to  the  enemy's  works.  In 
the  execution  of  this  movement  there  was  some  fighting  and  a  number  of  prisoners 
were  taken. 

On  the  8th  four  regiments  from  the  first  and  second  brigades  were  sent  to  the 
rigiit  of  the  2'id  coi'ps,  which  waa  making  some  demonstrations  against  the  enemy, 
and  acted  as  a  reserve  to  that  command  during  the  day.  At  night  they  returned 
to  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  in  compliance  with  instritctioua  from  corps  head- 
ijuarters,  I  ordered  General  Morgan  to  make,  with  his  ownand  Del  worth's  brigade, 
a  reconnoissance  in  the  direclion  of  Bed  Oak,  and,  if  possible,  to  reach  the  rail- 
road at  that  point.  Two  brigades  of  Baird's  division,  and  one  from  CarJin's, 
reported  to  me  on  the  (Jampbell town- road,  to  he  used  if  necessary  in  support  of 
tliia  movement.  General  Morgan  pushed  the  reconnoissance  with  vigor,  and 
reached  the  railroad  as  deai:  ed.  After  destroying  a  small  portion  of  the  track, 
and  reporting  to  me  hia  success,  I  ordered  the  troops  to  return  to  their  respective 
camps.  During  the  21st  and  22d  the  location  of  the  troops  remained  without 
change. 

On  the  2Sd  I  turned  over  the  command  of  the  division  to  Brigadier  General 
Morgan,  and  in  compliance  with  Special  Order  241,  War  Department,  dated 
August  9,  1864,  assiiined  command  of  the  14th  army  corps,  relieving  Brigadier 
General  E.  W,  Johnson.     This  ends  my  connexion  with  the  division  as  its  im- 
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mediate  commaniler,  but  before  closing  this  report  and  tatiog  leave  of  the  troops 
with  whom  I  have  so  long  been  aeaociafced  amid  scenes  of  active  operations 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  war,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  it  is  my  greatest  pleasure, 
to  record  a  few  words  expressive  of  my  high  appreciation  of  the  zeal,  endurance, 
and  courage  exhibited  by  them  throughout  this  long  and  bloody  campaign — a 
campaign  which  required  the  highest  skill  in  commanders  to  meet  its  varying 
exigencies,  and  demanded  from  the  ranks  sacrifices  which  none  but  the  soldiers 
of  a  brave  and  intelligent  people,  struggling  for  the  preservation  of  their  govern- 
ment, could  make.  The  list  of  casualties  will  show  bow  nobly  the  troops  met  the 
stern  demands  of  the  battle-field,  bat  the  patriotic  zeal  and  devotion  displayed 
by  them  in  meeting  the  no  less  stern  requireirients  of  the  hivouack,  the  march, 
and  the  trenches,  their  immediate  commanders  and  companions  in  arms  can  only 
know  and  record.  These  will  long  be  remembered  by  aJl,  and  a  grateful  country 
■will  appreciate  and  reward  such  heroism  and  devotion  in  her  cause.  Among 
those  officers  whose  raJik  and  position  brought  them  more  immediately  under 
my  observation  during  the  campaign,  of  whom  I  desire  to  make  special  mention, 
are  Brigadier  General  James  D.  Morgan,  commanding  first  brigade  and  next 
to  me  in  rank  in  the  division.  To  him  I  am  under  many  obligations  for  his 
active  and  efficient  co-operation  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances.  He 
has,  in  my  judgment,  earned  promotion,  and  1  earnestly  recommend  him  to  the 
consideration  of  the  government  for  it.  Colonel  John  G.  Mitchell,  commanding 
the  second  brigade  of  the  division,  has  been  recommended  by  me  for  promotion 
to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  in  special  recommendation  for  faithful  services 
as  brigade  commander,  and  distinguished  conduct  throughout  the  campaign. 
Colonel  C.  J.  Delworth,  of  the  eighty-sixth  Illinois  regiment,  has  commanded 
the  third  brigade  since  the  assault  on  the  enemy's  works  on  the  27th  of  June. 
His  ef&ciency  as  a  commander  and  personal  gallantry  on  that,  aa  well  as  other 
Eind  more  recent  occasions,  have  made  it  my  duty  to  recommend  him  for  promotion. 

The  following  regimental  commanders  are  recommended  for  the  appointment 
of  brevet  brigadier  generals  for  their  abiHties  as  commanders  and  distinguished 
conduct  throughout  the  compaign;  Colonel  H.  B.  Banning,  ooe  hundred  and 
twenty-first  Ohio  regiment,  and  Colonel  W.  B.  Anderson,  sixtieth  Illinois 
regiment.  There  are  a  number  of  other  regimental  commandere,  whose  rank  is 
less  than  that  of  colonel,  who  have  richly  earned  another  grade.  I  hope  their 
regiments  will  soon  be  filled  by  the  necessaiy  recruits,  and  they  commissioned 
accordingly  by  the  governors  of  their  respective  States.  Where  so  many  subor- 
dinate officers  have  distinguished  themselves,  it  is  impossible  to  discriminate. 
The  artilleiy  attached  to  this  division  consisted  of  battery  I,  second  Illinois 
artillery,  and  the  fifth  Wisconsin  battery.  The  efficiency,  discipline,  and  good 
conduct  on  the  march  and  in  battle  of  both  officers  and  men  was  in  the  highest 
degree  commendable. 

Captain  Charles  M.  Bamett,  chief  of  artillery,  proved  himself  a  skilful  and 
energetic  officer  by  his  excellent  management  of  his  batteries  throughout  the 
campaign.  Captain  Gardner  and  Lieutenant  Coe,  battery  commanders,  performed 
their  duties  ably  and  efficiently;  their  batteries  are  among  the  best  in  the  semce. 

To  my  staff,  consisting  of  Captain  T.  W.  Moriison,  assistant  adjutant  general ; 
Major  John  H.  Phillips,  medical  director ;  Thomas  H.  Daily,  captain  and  aide- 
de-camp;  Lieutenant  Thomas  J.  Carney,  aide-de-camp;  Captain  James  L.  Orr, 
commissary  of  subsistence;  Captain  J.  E.  Eemington,  assistant  quartermaster; 
Captain  Leouidas  A,  Cole,commisaaiy  of  musters;  Captain  Charles  M.  Barnett, 
chief  of  artillery;  Captain  Hamilton  W.  Hall,  inspector;  Captain  John  F. 
Squier,  provost  marshal ;  Lieutenant  John  Paul  Kimtze,  topographical  engineer ; 
Lieutenant  George  Serog^,  ordnance  officer,  I  am  again  under  obligations  for 
zealous  assistance  throughout  ihe  campaign.  Their  duties  were  ofien  ex- 
ceedingly arduous,  and  were  always  performed  by  them  with  skill  and  alacrity, 
whether  on  the  field  of  battle  or  elsewhere. 
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Ko  list  of  casualties  accompanies  this  report.     This  will  be  found  iu  Genera 
Morgan's  report,  which  closes  with  the  termination  of  the  campaign. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JEFF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major  General,  Commanding. 
Captain  A.  0.  McOlurg, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  lith  Army  Corps, 


Headquarters  Third  Uiv!siok  14th  Army  Corps, 

Jonesboro',  Ga.,  September  7,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  per- 
foi'med  by  this  divieioa  in  the  campaign  which  begun  with  the  movement  of  the 
army  from  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  in  May  last,  aad  terminated  with  the  cap- 
ture of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  on  the  first  instaat: 

On  the  22d  of  February  this  division  marched  from  Chattanooga,  together 
with  the  other  two  divisioaa  of  the  corps,  to  Tunnel  Hill  and  Buzzard  Roost 
gap,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnoisaance  of  the  enemy's  position  in  front 
of  Dalton,  and  having  ascertained,  by  feehng  him  closely  for  two  days,  that  his 
army  was  still  there  in  force,  strongly  posted  and  fortified,  we  withdrew  upon 
the  night  of  the  26ch  to  Ringgold,  where  this  division  took  post,  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  being  removed  to  other  points.  From  February  until  May  the 
division  continued  to  occupy  that  place  as  the  extreme  advance  post  of  the  army. 
Our  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy  were  always  in  close  proximity,  and  afiairs 
of  minor  importance  between  them  were  of  coaatant  occurrence.  On  two  oc- 
casions reconnoitring  parties  of  large  force  were  sent  as  far  as  Tunnel  Hill, 
both  of  which  were  highly  successful,  and  chiefly  useful  in  inspiring  our  cavalry 
with  greater  confidence  in  their  superiority  over  that  of  the  enemy.  In  each  of 
these  expeditions  Brigadier  General  Kilpatrick,  whose  division  of  cavalry  was 
placed  under  my  charge,  commanded  the  cavalry,  and  Colonel  F.  Vone  I)wire, 
of  the  thirty-fifth  Ohio,  one  infantry  brigade.  Both  of  these  officers  displayed 
oa  these  occasions  the  high  soldierly  qualities  for  which  they  are  known,  energy 
and  boldness,  guided  by  the  coolest  judgment. 

During  the  interval  from  the  Ist  to  the  6th  of  May,  the  divisions  and  corps 
of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  were  concentrated  about  Ringgold — the  army  of 
the  Ohio  taking  a  position  on  our  left,  and  tho  army  of  the  Tennessee,  a  line  of 
march  passing  to  our  right.     My  division  was  at  that  time  constituted  as  follows  ; 

First  brigade — Brigadier  General  J.  B.  Turchin  commanding. 
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Second  hriga<le—Cul.  F.  Van  Dervcer,  tlhirty  fifth  Ohio  infantry,  commanding. 
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Third  brigade — Colonel  G.  P.  Este.,  fourteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  cnrnmanding. 
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18th  KentudiT  TOluateers,  Lient.  Colonel  H.  K.  Milwooil 
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7th  ludiaua  battery,  First  Lieut.  Da.  C.  Morgan 

4 
3 

157 
144 

161 

147 

J  00 

lis 

6 

7 

301 

308 

2i8 

NAREATIVR. 

Moy  7. — Leaving  Colonel  Este'a  brigade  (the  third)  in  garrison  at  Ring- 
gold, th~!  Temafnder  of  the  division  marched,  on  the  morning  of  the  V'u'i,  to 
Tunnel  Hill.  The  other  two  divieions  of  the  corps,  being  in  advance,  had 
already  brushed  away,  with  their  advanced  guards,  Uie  pickets  of  the  enemy  at 
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that  place,  and  Lad  goue  into  positioa  when  we  arrived.  This  division  weat 
into  Jine  on  the  right,  a  little  to  t.Le  south  of  the  village,  where  it  remained 
during  the  night. 

May  8, — On  the  morning  of  the  8th  the  division  moved  south  three  miles 
upon  the  Villaiiow  road,  so  aa  to  form  a  connexion  with  tlie  corps  of  Major  Gfene- 
lal  Hooker,  and,  at  the  aame  time,  to  cover  tlie  vight  flank  of  Brigadier  Genera! 
Johnson,  who  was  swinging  forward  iato  the  south  end  of  Tunnel  Hill  ridge. 
In  the  afternooa  we  crossed  that  ridge  and  moved  up  in  support  of  Brigadier 
Generals  Johasoa  and  Davis,  then  in  front  of  Bazaara's  Roost  gap. 

May  9,  10,  and  XI. — During  these  days  we  remained  in  our  position  in  re- 
serve, no  active  operations  being  carried  on  in  our  front. 

May  IS, — My  division,  in  adrauce  of  the  corps,  marched,  at  daybreak,  towards 
the  right,  to  the  support  of  Major  General  McPhevson,  who  had  passed  his  army 
through  Snake  Creek  gap,  and  had  tak^n  his  position  in  Sugar  vaJley,  threat- 
ening Resaca.  Being  detained  by  the  20th  corps  in  advance  of  me,  I  did  not 
get  into  position  until  after  dark.  The  other  divisions  of  the  14th  corps  were 
behind  me,  and  they  were  followed  by  the  23d  corps. 

May  13. — Moved  forward  at  noon,  along  with  the  remainder  of  the  army,  and 
about  dark  got  into  position  on  the  left  of  Brigadier  General  Johnson's  division, 
upon  a  series  of  steep  and  difficult  hills,  covered  with  a  dense  wood  and  under- 
growth. Major  General  Schofield  was  somewhere  on  my  left  and  rear,  but  not 
connecting.  Brigadier  General  Johnson's  skirmishers  became  engaged  with 
those  of  the  enemy,  but  mine  did  not  come  in  contact  with  them. 

Resaca,  May  14. — Having  received  orders  during  the  night  from  the  major 
general  commanding  the  corps  to  swing  forward  my  entire  line  along  with  that 
of  Brigadier  General  Johnson's,  his  right  having  been  taken  as  the  pivot,  and 
to  push  on  until  the  enemy  was  encountered,  I  put  my  troops  in  moLioa  at 
daybreak.  Colonel  Van  Derveer  was  on  my  right,  formed  in  two  lines,  and 
Brigadier  General  Turehin,  on  the  left,  formed  in  the  same  manner.  My  right 
had  moved  some  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  and  the  direction  of  our  lino  was  about 
due  north  and  south,  facing  east,  when  I  received  another  order  from  the  same 
source  informing  me  that  Major  General  Schofield,  whose  corps  w^  then  in  line 
a  half  mile  to  my  rear,  with  his  right  overlapping  nearly  the  whole  of  my  left 
brigade,  was  about  to  advance  and  charge  the  enemy's  works,  and  directing  me 
to  move  forward  with  him  and  assault  at  the  same  time.  I  had  not  previously 
known  that  the  enemy  had  works  in  our  vicinity,  nor  was  I  then  informed  as  to 
their  position,  tlieir  character,  or  manner  in  which  the  attack  was  to  be  made. 
There  was,  of  course,  no  time  for  a  reconnoissance  by  me,  without  neglecting  to 
advance  along  with  General  Schofield  as  ordered.  I  had  barely  time  to  give 
the  proper  instructions  to  Brigrdier  General  Turehin,  on  my  left,  and  was  com- 
munieating  the  same  to  the  right  brigade,  when  the  troops  of  Brigadier  General 
Judah,  oa  General  Schofield'a  right,  came  np  with  mj  left.  Hie  front  line 
passed  through  my  rear  line  before  mine  began  to  advance,  and,  thus  interlaced* 
both  went  forward  together.  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  that  the  rebel 
line  of  works  ran  along  the  western  slope  of  a  ridge  which  extended  from  near 
Resaca  northward,  on  the  west  side  of  the  railroad.  A  narrow  valley,  intersected 
along  its  length  by  a  boggy  creek,  separated  this  from  another  ridge  which  lay 
jiarallel  with  and  in  front  of  our  line.  This  oui  troops  had  to  pass.  It  was 
covered  for  a  space  of  near  half  a  mile  hy  so  dense  a  growth  of  wood  that  an 
individual  alone  could  make  his  way  through  it  only  with  difficulty.  It  was 
utterly  impossible,  in  this  thicket,  for  a  regimental,  much  less  a  brigade  comman- 
der, to  see  and  control  the  two  extremities  of  his  command,  yet  our  lines  of  bat- 
tle worked  through  it,  and  reached  the  crest  overlooking  the  valley,  in  as  much 
order  as  could  have  been  expected.  Prom  this  position  the  lebel  works  Lould 
be  distinctly  seen,  and  could  our  men  have  been  tllowed  to  halt  here  to  leform 
and  readjust  their  lines  whilst  an  examin  ition  ot  the  position  could  be  made. 
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better  results  m  ght  liave  ensuetl  It  tvo  ikl  appear  M^jii  Gcneial  Scliofipll  s 
]eft,  in  open  gtormd  did  not  encountei  the  same  difficilties  a=i  Ins  nt,!  t  ind 
preasiiig  forwaid  the  impnlBJoa  was  eommun  catc  1  along  hia  line  1 1  the  nght 
and  carried  mj  left  brigade  with  it  It  was  the  ifFaii  of  \  moiHent  and  bef  ir 
I  could  learn  it  three  hundred  yards  distance  upon  tlie  light  of  the  conditioi! 
of  afPaire,  it  was  too  late  to  stop  the  movement  Descending  about  oae  hnn 
dred  feet  the  almost  verticil  slope  of  the  ridge  our  men  emeiged  into  the 
open  valley,  and  into  direct  view  at  short  range  of  rebel  wfrks  and  immel 
ately  received  t  fire  of  artiUerj  and  musketiy  IhL  tried  veteiaDS  of  th  s 
diyiai on,  who  have  never  failed  to  aceompli'^h  anything  that  wis  poaaible  dil 
not  falter,  but  pushed  forwaid  until  they  reached  thp  cieck  Pew  g  t  bey  t  d 
this.  Many  atutk  under  the  m  ry  bauka  of  the  stieam  aal  the  lew  jeolatcl 
groups  that  g It  bejond  not  being  m  sufiicient  foice  to  sustain  them selvea  weie 
soon  driven  bach  It  was  at  once  apparent  that  this  eflort  ha  1  tailed  and  wi 
nt  an  end,  and  mjst  of  the  meii  weie  mthdnwn  to  the  summit  of  the  ndgt  t:> 
be  reformed,  A  tew,  unable  on  the  account  of  the  sharp  fire  of  the  rebsl  worka 
to  leave  the  banks  of  the  creek,  remained  there  until  dark,  doing  valuable  duty 
as  Bharpshootera.  The  movement  of  the  first  brigade  along  with  Major  Genera! 
Schofield's  troops  had  been  so  sadden,  and  the  distance  to  go  being  leas,  the  2d 
brigade  did  not  reach  the  creat  of  the  hill  until  after  the  iailure  of  General  Seho- 
field's  right  and  my  left  had  become  known,  and  I  did  not  have  it  advance  fur- 
ther. 0»er  the  whole  line,  from  the  right  of  the  30th  corps  to  the  left  of  the  23d, 
continued  to  occupy  this  ridge  during  the  afternoon,  and,  having  placed  numer- 
ous batteries  in  position,  ahelled  the  rebel  worka  with  fine  effect.  The  loss 
which  my  command  sustained  in  the  operations  of  this  day  were  as  follows : 
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During  the  day  the  3d  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  1 8th  Kentucky  vol- 
unteer infantry,  which  remained  to  gaiTison  Eiuggold,  came  up  and  waa  placed 
in  reserve  behind  the  other  brigades. 

May  15. — On  the  morning  of  the  15th  my  division  was  withdrawn  from  the 
line  and  sent  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  corps  to  aid  in  filling  a  gap  caused  by 
Major  General  Hookei-  being  taken  out  to  operate  oa  the  left  of  Major  Genera! 
Schofield.  I  there  connected  on  my  fright  with  the  left  of  the  15th  corps,  of  the 
army  of  the  Tennessee.  The  position  was  an  important  oce,  and  my  men 
worked  indnstrioHBly  during  the  d.9,y  and  the  following  night  in  advancing  and 
Btrengthening  our  worka  so  as  to  give  more  perfect  command  of  thoae  of  the 
enemy  in  our  front.  Our  skirmisliers  were  during  this  time  hotly  engaged  with 
those  of  the  rebels. 

May  16. — During  the  night  the  skirmishers  in  front  of  my  3d  brigade  dis- 
covered aigna  of  a  movement  of  the  enemy,  and  pressing  forward  shortly  befoi-e 
daybreak  entered  his  lines  and  found  them  evacuated.  Together  with  a  party 
fi'om  the  1st  division  of  the  corps,  which  advanced  about  the  same  time,  they 
pushed  on  to  Resaca,  and  were  the  first  to  enter  that  place,  and  the  first  to  dis- 
cover the  entire  withdrawal  of  the  rebel  forcea  to  the  south  side  of  the  river — 


>y  Go  Ogle 


REPORT   OF   MAJOR    GENEIiAL   THOJIAS.  293 

Lieutenant  Oolonel  Whorton,  of  tlie  lOtli  regiment  K.ontackj-  voluiiteers,  in 
cliarge  of  skirmishers  from  my  3d  brigade,  being  tlie  firac  officer  who  entered 
Itesaca.  The  division  was  marched  into  the  town  and  remained  there  until  night 
to  await  the  construction  of  a  bridge  on  which  to  cross  the  Oostenanla  in  pursuit. 
At  Eeaaea  the  11th  regiment  Ohio  volunteers  waa  detached  from  the  1st  brigade 
and  left  in  ganison  at  that  place,  tbus  reducing  tlie  command  to  278  men.  It 
was  soon  after  mustered  out  of  service. 

May  17. — My  wagons  having  been  crostsed  over  during  the  night,  tlie  division 
passed  the  river  at  3  o'cloclc  a.  m.,  and,  following  closely  upon  the  heel?  of  the  4th 
corps,  encamped  at  night  two  miles  north  of  Adairsville.  The  advance  guard 
of  Major  General  Howard  had  closed  up  with  the  enemy  and  was  skirmishing 
throughout  the  afternoon  with  his  rear. 

May  18. — The  march  was  continued  as  upon  the  day  previous,  the  enemy 
resisting  strongly  to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  his  trains.  Passing  through  Adairs- 
ville my  division  encamped  for  the  night  foni-  miles  north  of  Kingston, 

Ma'i  19. — Marching  throogh  Kingston  I  was  there  informed  by  Major  Gene- 
ra! Palmer  that  the  enemy  was  exhibiting  himself  in  a  threatening  attitude  in 
our  front,  and  I  was  ordered  to  post  my  division  on  a  rauge  of  hills  south  of  the 
town.  This  order  was  duly  executed;  but  later,  during  the  afternoon,  other 
orders  were  received,  directing  me  to  move  out  to  the  east  of  the  town  and  go  into 
line  on  the  right  of  the  4tli  corps.  When  I  got  to  the  position  designated  that 
corps  was  already  four  miles  out  from  the  town.  My  line  when  formed  con- 
nected with  the  right  of  Brigadier  General  Wood,  resting  on  the  railroad.  Du- 
ring the  aftenioon,  previous  to  ray  arrival,  I  was  informed  that  the  enemy  had 
displayed  quite  a  formidable  line  of  battle,  but  before  my  division  reached  tlie 
ground  it  had  been  retired  from  view. 

May  20. — On  this  morning  the  rebel  force  was  found  to  have  again  fallen 
back,  having  succeeded  in  passing  his  trains  over  the  Etowah  river  at  or  neir 
the  railroad  bridge,  which  was  afterwards  destroyed.  Throughout  this  and  the 
two  following  days  our  troops  remained  in  position,  fitting  themselves  with 
supplies,  so  as  to  be  able  to  c[uit  the  railroad  and  move  upon  the  enemy's  flank. 

On  the  2ad  the  ninth  Ohio  regiment  of  the  second  brigade,  whose  term  of 
service  had  expired,  went  north  for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  out.  At  the 
same  time  the  twenty-fourth  regiment  Illinois  volunteers  from  the  first  brio;ade, 
and  the  tenth  Indiana  volunteers  from  the  third  brigade,  were  delached  and  left 
in  garrison  at  Kingston.  The  twenty-fourth  Illinois  never  after  joined  the  com- 
mand, as  its  term  of  service  soon  expired. 

May  33. — My  division  again  inarched,  and,  crossing  the  Etowah  at  Island 
ford,  encamped  on  Eabarley  creek,  Frem  this  time  until  the  end  of  the  montli 
we  remained  in  rear,  guarding  or  escorting  trains  generally,  not  far  from  Burnt 
Hickory. 

Jane  1, — Leaving  the  first  brigade  in  charge  of  the  trains  at  Burnt  Hickory, 
I  marched  to  the  front  with  the  other  two,  and  joined  the  main  army,  then  going 
into  position  on  the  hne  mnaing  northerly  from  Dallas  toward  Ackworth,  east 
of  Pumpkin  vine  creek. 

June  2, — Having  relieved  a  portion  of  the  fi.rst  division,  14th  corps,  and 
extending  the  line  to  the  left,  I  at  once  advanced  my  front  to  a  more  command- 
ing position  and  intrenched.  We  were  then  in  close  proximity  to  the  strongly 
constructed  woi-ks  of  the  enemy,  my  right  connecting  with  the  first  division, 
14th  corps,  and  Major  General  Schofield  operating  a  little  distance  on  my  left. 
During  the  3d  and  4th  my  men  worked  constantly,  both  night  and  day,  advanc- 
ing our  lines,  by  pushing  our  skirmishers  to  the  front  and  tlien  intrenching  the 
troops  upon  the  ground  which  they  had  gained.  I  thus,  with  trifling  loss,  drove 
the  rebel  skirmishei-s  into  their  main  works  and  put  up  batteries  within  short 
range  of  them. 

Jane  5. — At  daybreak  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  under 
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the  cover  of  night,  ahandouing  a  line  of  elaborfltcly  constructed  field-works  of 
great  strength  ;    we  received  no  orders  to  piireue,  but  remained  all  day  in  our 

Jii-ae  6, — We  again  marched  to  the  front  upon  the  Burnt  Hickory  and  Big 
Shanty  road,  and  at  night  I  got  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  20th  corps,  neai- 
Denham's  house,  continuing  at  this  point  until  the  morning  of  the  10th ;  the  first 
hrigade,  relieved  from  duty  with  the  trains,  came  np  and  joined  the  division. 
It  had  lost  while  away  two  regiments,  the  eleventh  Ohio  and  the  twenty -fourth 
Illinois,  by  expiration  of  service.  The  tenth  Indiana,  of  the  third  brigade,  came 
np  to  u8  about  the  same  time 

June  10, — This  division  marched  at  6  o'clock  a.  w.  in  front  of  the  corps. 
The  army  of  the  Tennessee  on  our  left  moving  along  the  railroad,  we  took 
such  roads  as  we  could  pirallel  to  it ,  and  after  crossing  Proctor's  creek  at  thi- 
oJd  mill,  our  advance  gnaid  of  the  third  brigade  soon  struck  the  rebel  skir- 
mishers. These  were  leadily  driven  back,  and  my  lines  formed  upon  an  eminence, 
in  front  of  Pine  mountain,  m  full  view  of  the  rebels'  works  upon  it,  and  within 
range  of  their  batteries.  Our  artillery  was  at  once  put  in  position  and  kept  up 
an  effective  cannonade  during  tie  afternoon,  while  the  4th  corps  was  coming 
into  position  on  our  right.  The  object  in  view  at  this  point  was  to  obtain  conti'ol 
of  the  Burnt  Hickory  and  Marietta  road.  Pine  mountain  lying  on  this  road, 
commanded  it. 

June  11. — Early  in  the  day  the  rebel  skirmishers  were  driven  back  nearer  to  the 
base  of  the  mountain,  and  my  lines  were  advanced,  but  in  the  afternoon  our  whole 
corps  was  moved  about  a  mile  to  the  left,  so  as  to  make  room  for  the  4th  corps 
to  deploy.  In  my  nest  position  1  was  on  the  right  of  my  corps,  connecting 
with  the  4th  corps,  oui  first  division  on  my  left.  My  line  faced  toward  the 
south  and  was  located  about  a  mile  north  of  the  Marietta  and  Big  Shanty  road, 
fronting  the  northeast  end  of  the  Pine  mountain, 

June  12  and  13. — No  movement  took  place  upon  our  portion  of  the  line. 

J^iie  14, — Our  whole  line  advanced,  and  my  left  reached  the  Big  road,  where 
it  intrenched  ;  directly  in  front,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  the  strongly  built 
lines  of  the  enemy,  stietching  from  the  base  of  Pme  mountain  to  the  east,  were 
discovered  at  a  few  bundled  yaids  distance  Mj  nght,  nearer  to  the  mountain, 
was  more  strongly  resisted,  and,  although  skiimishing  hotly  through  the  day, 
with  heavy  loss,  did  not  until  dark  succcLd  m  dislodging  the  rebels  fi-om  their 
rifle-pits,  or  in  gaining  the  road 

June  15, — The  enemy  having  discovered  that  our  lines  were  rapidly  envelop- 
ing his  advanced  position  of  Pme  mountain,  abandoned  it  io  the  night,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  15th  we  took  nosiession  of  that  portion  of  his  works.  He 
had  only,  however,  fallen  back  a  shoit  distance  to  a  line  of  works  already  con- 
ttructed;  but  it  enabled  the  4th  corpi,  and  the  two  light  divisions  of  our  corps, 
to  swing  forward  a  consideiable  diitince  My  own  division  moved  about  one 
and  a  half  mile  to  the  vicinity  of  Smith's  hou-'e,  where  it  again  came  upon  the 
pickets  in  front  of  the  lebeWorks,  and  was  oideied  to  intrench  and  put  up  bat- 
teries. I  was  coanecting  with  the  tioops  of  Major  General  Howard  on  my 
right,  and  with  our  first  division  on  my  left. 

Jvne  16  ofid  17. — Gradually  driving  the  enemy  ftom  the  woods  and  other 
strong  positions  held  by  his  advanced  parlies,  I  steadily  pushed  forward  my 
lines,  and  at  length  established  aiy  artillery  in  positions  highly  advantageous 
and  commanding.  During  this  time  the  practice  of  our  gunners  had  been  skilful 
and  effective.  We  were  again  close  up  to  the  rebel  fortifications,  and  they  were 
of  great  strength,  constructed  with  extreme  care,  and  everywhere  fully  garnished 
with  artillery.  There  were  field-works  requiring  the  slow  operations  almost  of 
a  siege  to  approach  them. 

June  18. — Having  been  instructed  by  the  coi*ps  commander  that  Majoi 
General  Howard  with  the  4th  corps  intended  to  swing  forward  towards  the  left. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


EEPOKT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMaS.  285 

SO  as  to  sweep  along  ilie  enemy's  line,  I  was  at  the  aamo  time  ordered  to  confoi-in 
to  this  movement  and  advance  with  those  troopa.  My  line  of  march  was  through 
a  very  difficult  wood  and  morass,  aearly  a  mile  in  width,  impassahle  for  artillery ; 
it  was  therefore  sent  acouud  to  the  left,  while  the  troops  worked  their  way 
through  the  woods.  Passing  through  this  we  came  into  open  ground,  imme- 
diately in  front  of  works  of  the  enemy.  The  4ch  corps  at  the  same  tirae  came 
up  on  my  right,  aad  a  sharp  encounter  ensued  betweeu  our  men  and  the  rebek 
behind  their  breastworks,  bat  the  unceasing  and  rapid  fire  of  our  line  kept  tlieiis 
subdued,  and  our  loss  was  less  than  could  be  expected.  I  immediately  ordered 
my  men  to  creep  forward  as  well  as  they  could  and  construct:  a  cover  for  them- 
selves on  the  crest  of  the  open  ground,  facing  directly  into  the  embrasurea  of 
the  rebel  batteries.  Having  no  artillery  with  me,  Captain  Hnlet  Gilgar,  of  the 
fii-st  Ohio  artillery,  belonging  to  the  first  division,  14th  corps,  volunteered  to 
bring  up  his  guns,  and  placing  them  upoa  the  line  where  my  men  were  intrench- 
ing, opened  fire  and  maintained  them  tnere  throughout  the  afternoon,  displaying 
a  splendid  course  not  often  witnessed.  The  coolness  and  bravery  of  ray  men 
exceeds  all  praise,  and  by  dark  they  had  constructed  a  line  of  rifle-pits  in  open 
ground  confrootiug  the  finished  works  of  the  enemy,  and  within  five  hundred 
(500)  yards  of  them.  I  had  obtained  a  magnificent  position,  and  lost  forty  (40) 
men  in  so  doing. 

June  19, — The  earliest  dawn  revealed  to  us  another  at  d  f  II    g 

back  of  the  rebel  army  ;    this  time  to  the  lines  of  Ken      w  t  My 

division  pursuing,  came  up  in  front  of  the  central  knob    f  tb  t* 

Kirk's  house,  and,  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  got  into  po'sitio  I  t  tl  b  f 
the  raoantain. 

June  20. — The  lines  of  the  division  were  rectified,  and  tl    w    k  f     p         I 
strengthened  and  improved.     During  the  day  we  lost  th   ty  (30)  m       L  1!  d 
and  wounded  by  shell  and  shai-p shooters  firing  from  the     d     f  th    m       t< 
From  this  time  until  the  evening  of  the  26th,  our  posit       w  t  m  t  n  lly 

changed.    Under  direct  fire  from  the  rebel  skirmishers,  no  m  ''i      I        h  m 

self  without  being  a  mark  for  their  bullets.     They  kept  m       1      ly 

fined  to  their  trenches,  and  the  only  variety  they  bad  was  tb  ta  t 

of  artillery  duels  between  our  batteries  and  those  on  th    m       t       t  p      1 
might  be  looked  for  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night ;    at  t  m     th       d   pi  y 
assumed  a  degree  of  magnificence,  as  particularly  the  ea  d    f    m         b 

teries  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2lst.  My  average  daily  loa  h  11  d  d  w  d  d 
in  camps  and  behind  the  works,  was  about  twenty  (20)  m 

June  26. — The  division  of  Brigadier  Geueral  Davis  ha      g  b  t     t 

right  of  the  4th  corps,  to  unite  with  a  division  of  that  corp  a  It    f  th 

ciiemy'a  works,  I  was  ordered  there,  likewise,  to  suppo  t  h  ra       d  b      g 
lieved  after  dark  by  Brigadier  General  Osterhaus's  divisio       f  th        my    t  th 
ee,  I  marched  at  once,  and  by  midnight  got  into  b  ea    d  p    t 


June  27. — At  an  early  hour  my  division  was  formed  in  rear  of  the  aBsauUing 
columns  of  Brigadier  General  Davis,  to  support  him  in  case  of  disaster,  and 
after  bis  repulse,  went  forward  into  the  line  on  bis  light,  relieving  Brigadier 
General  Geai-y's  division  of  the  20th  corps,  which  was  next  to  us  ou  that  side. 
On  the  27th,  Colonel  F,  Van  Derveer,  commanding  my  second  brigade,  who  had 
long  been  suffering  from  disease,  was  compelled  to  go  north  for  relief,  and  turned 
over  the  command  of  the  brigade  to  Colonel  Gleason,  of  the  eighty-seventh  In- 
diana volunteers,  who  has  since  retained  it.  In  losing  Colonel  Van  Derveer,  my 
"■    "  ■  "  '  iprived  of  one  of  its  most  gal' 

.lemen.     Always  prompt,  judici 


command,  and  the  service  generally,  was  deprived  of  one  of  its  most  galknt 
Lud  brave,  he  had  distinguished  himself  on  many  fields,  and  his  promotion  had 


Lud  best  officers,  and  most  accomplished  gentlemen,     Alway: 


been  strongly  urged  upon  the  government, 

June  28. — From  this  time  until  the  3d  of  July  the  locality  of  the  division 
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was  not  changed ;  our  worlsa  were  at  this  time  so  close  to  those  of  the  enesij" 
that  no  man  on  either  side  dared  show  his  head  during  the  day,  aiid  the  only 
advance  we  gained  was  in  the  constant  pushing  forward  of  oar  trenches  towards 
theirs,  under  the  cover  of  night. 

To  eshibit  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  division  up  to  this  pe- 
riod, and  its  subsequent  strength,  a  new  table  of  "  effective  force,"  is  here  given 
taken  from  the  report  of  July  4. 


First  brigade— Brigadier  Gmeral  J.  B.  TiircJdn 

commanding 

■  i 

■  1 

1 
1 

H 

eo 

10 
13 
14 

426 
449 
189 
274 
190 

89iii  Ohio,  Colonel  C.  H.  Carletoa 

199 

76 

1,5S8 

Second  brigade — Colonel  W.  GJeasim,  eighty-sevetith  Indiana  volunteers,  i 
mofiding. 


ItXstii  Ohio  voluuteera,  Lieut.  Colonel  G.  T.  Perkins 

75tli  lucliana  yolucteers,  Lient.  Colonel  Wm,  O'Brien 

8Jth  Indiana  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  E.  P.  Hammond.. 
101st  Indiana  voiunteers,  Lienl.  Colonel  Thomas  Doau 


Total  effective  force . . 


Tkird  brigade — Colonel  George  P,  ^ste,  fourteenth  Ohio  vohmteer  infantry, 
commanding. 


1 

■is 

i 

^' 

93 
23 
15 
S5 
19 

254 
351 
376 
516 

101 

1,793 

1,897 

293 

5,163 

,Google 
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Artillery. 


1 
11 

1 

S 

i 

1 

1 

7th  Indiana  battery,  First  Lieut.  O.H.Morgan 

19th  Indiana  battery,  First  Lieut.  W.  P.  Staekhouae .... 

4 
3 

1J3 
i:!4 

137 
1S7 

60 
65 

4 
4 

7 

267 

274 

135 

299 

5,430 

5,729 

125 

Jviy  3, — The  enemy  having  again  abandoned  his  worka  and  failen  back  daiiog 
the  night,  my  command  entered  them  before  daybreak  and  were  prompt  in 
pursuit,  capturing  a  large  niimber  of  prisoners.  We  marched  at  an  early  hour, 
and  passing  through  Marietta  bad  advanced  about  two  miles  along  the  right  side 
of  the  railroad,  when  we  came  upon  a  new  line  of  works,  in  which  the  rebel  army 
had  taken  position.  It  was  here  that  the  last  stand  to  cover  the  passage  of  the 
trains  over  the  Chattahoochee  was  made. 

July  4  was  spent  in  recouQoitring  the  position.  Onr  troops  were  pressed 
close  up  to  the  works,  and  a  constant  skirmish  was  kept  up  along  our  front 
during  the  day,  but  no  general  assault  was  made.  At  this  point  my  second 
brigade  was  detached  and  sent  to  Marietta  to  conetitute  the  garrison  at  that 
place. 

July  6. — The  enemy,  not  waiting  for  an  attack,  had  again  given  up  his  labo- 
riously constructed  works  and  retreated  to  the  river  during  the  night.  So  soon 
as  this  was  discovered  our  troops  pursued,  my  division  taking  a  road  leading 
towards  Vining's  station,  and  lying  a  abort  distance  sonth  of  the  railroad. 
Prisoners  were  taken  and  stragglers  picked  up  almost  from  the  outset,  and  some 
distance  before  reaching  Vining's  the  head  of  my  column  came  upon  a  strong 
rear-guard  of  the  enemy.  The  tenth  Indiana  volunteers,  skii-miahing  in  our 
front,  pressed  this  party  handsomely  and  vigorously,  driving  it  beyond  the  road, 
and  the  conduct  of  Colonel  M.  B.  Taylor,  commanding  that  regiment  on  this  occa^ 
sion,is  worthy  of  praise.  On  reaching  the  heights  overlooking  the  station,  a  rebel 
train  was  discovered  moving  south  beyond  tbe  river,  and  one  of  my  batteries 
hastily  brought  up  shelled  it  with  much  apparent  effect.  My  line  of  march  would, 
at  this  point,  have  led  me  to  cross  the  railroad  and  move  in  the  direction  of  Pace's 
feriy,  bat  encountering  tbe  head  of  Brigadier  General  Wood's  division  of  the 
4tb  corps,  which  came  down  the  road  and  arrived  soon  after  I  did,  his  column, 
to  avoid  confusion,  was  turned  to  the  left  towards  Pace's  feriy,  while  mine, 
turning  to  the  right,  pursued  the  railroad.  I  had  marched  about  one  and  a  half 
mile  along  this  road,  skirmishing  lightly,  but  not  strongly  resisted,  when  I  came 
upon  the  head  of  my  first  division,  14th  army  corps,  column,  which,  taking  a 
shorter  road,  was  coming  in  on  my  right,  and  reached  the  railroad  in  front  of  me. 
These  troops  immediately  abutted  upon  the  strong  works  on  the  road,  a  part  of 
tbe  continuous  line  constituting  the  tete-de-pont  of  the  railroad  crossing.  My 
troops  were  then  formed,  by  direction  of  tbe  major  general  commanding  the 
corps,  so  as  to  connect  with  tbe  left  of  tbe  first  division  and  extending  back  along 
the  line  of  the  railroad. 

July  6,  7,  and  S. — During  these  days,  while  other  portions  of  the  army  were 
working  themselves  into  position,  this  division  remained  stationary,  the  skirmish 
line  alone  keeping  up  a  constant  and  continuous  fire  from  their  pits. 

July  9. — Having  received  orders  to  push  out  my  skirmishers  and  feel  for  the 
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enemy,  for  the  purpose  of  developing  his  position,  I  caused  Colonel  Eate,  whose 
brigade  was  tlie  most  advanced,  to  deploy  a  heavy  line,  and  supporting  it  by  a 
regiment,  directed  him  to  make  the  advance  required.  I  at  the  same  time  waa 
infoi-Died  that  the  akirmiahevs  of  the  first  division  on  my  right  would  advance 
with  ours,  and  I  directed  those  of  the  first  brigade,  although  more  remote  from 
the  enemy's  works,  to  keep  np  their  connexion  with  Colonel  Este's  left.  Having 
selected  the  tenth  Kentucky  to  support  hia  advance,  Colonel  Eate  began  hia 
movement  at  8  o'clock  a,  m.  The  more  advanced  pickets  of  the  enemy  were 
readily  driven  back,  and  our  men  gained  some  hundreds  of  yards  diala,Dce  to 
the  front.  They  came,  however,  npon  a  very  heavy  line  posted  in  strong  pita, 
and  these  supported  by  heavy  reserves.  The  troops  ou  the  right  had  at  the 
same  time  gained  a  portion  of  the  rebel  works,  but  were  almost  immediately 
driven  back,  and  the  enemy  then  pushed  out  in  superior  force  upon  my  meu  and 
compelled  them  to  retire  almost  to  their  original  position.  The  arrival  of  another 
re^meut  again  gave  us  the  command  of  the  position,  and  the  rebels  fell  hack  to 
their  pits ;  but  as  their  presence  in  considerable  force,  both  in  their  worka  and 
in  front  of  their  skirmish  line,  had  been  ascertained,  a  seeoud  advance  was  not 
oi-dered.  In  this  little  fight,  which  was  brief  hut  severe,  we  lost  four  (4)  men 
killed  and  nineteen  (19)  wonnded.  Colonel  Este,  who  commanded  the  line  in 
person,  waa  sorely  bruiaed  by  a  bullet,  and  narrowly  escaped  losing  his  leg. 
He  displayed  the  utmost  bravery,  as  did  the  officers  and  men  generally  who  were 
eagoged.  In  the  afternoon  I  advanced  my  whole  line  and  iuti-enched  it,  and  the 
4th  corps  connected  with  me  ou  the  left. 

July  10. — The  passage  of  the  rirer  some  miles  above  having  been  at  length 
effected  by  the  23d  corps,  the  last  of  the  rebels  were  withdrawn  to  the  south 
bank  during  the  previous  night  aud  the  bridges  were  burned.  Major  General 
Howard  then  moved  his  troops  to  the  support  of  the  23d  corps,  (ind  my  division 
replaced  him  in  his  position  at  Pace's  -ferry.  I  moved  into  this  position  before 
night. 

Jtdy  11. — ^rom  this  date  until  the  17th  my  command  remained  stationary, 
picketing  the  river  bank.  In  the  interval,  the  twenty-third  i-egiment  Missouri 
volunteers,  assigaed  hj  Major  General  Thomas  to  my  first  brigiule,  came  up 
and  joined  the  command.  The  second  brigade  likewise  came  forward  from 
Marietta,  leaving  oaly  the  second  regiment  Minnesota  volunteers  at  that  place, 
and  rejoined  the  division.  In  the  same  interval  also  Brigadier  General  Turchin 
was  compelled  to  go  north  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  and  the  command  of  the  , 
brigade  devolved  upon  Oolonel  M.  B.  Waiker,  thirty-first  Ohio,  who  has  retained 
it  until  Uiis  time. 

July  17, — Pontoon  bridges  having  been  completed  at  Pace's  ferry,  and  the  4th 
corps  from  above  having  cleared  the  opposite  shore,  we  crossed  the  river,  the 
firet  and  second  divisions  preceding  mine. 

Jtdy  18. — The  corps  advanced,  paaaiag  Nances'  creek  at  Kyle's  ferry,  and 
encamped  at  night  with  our  advance  at  Howell's  mills  on  Peachtree  creek, 
the  20th  corps  being  a  little  above  us  on  our  left. 

July  19. — Most  of  the  day  was  spent  in  reconnoitiing  the  ci-eek,  which  waa 
deep,  and  the  bridges  being  destroyed  the  passage  was  difficult.  In  front  of 
Howell's  mill,  the  point  occupied  by  first  division,  14th  corps,  the  eroasing  was 
strongly  disputed,  and  the  chaiacter  of  the  ground  admitted  of  such  eaay  de- 
fences that  to  have  forced  a  passage  must  have  been  hazardous  and  attended 
with  much  loss.  In  the  afternoon,  however,  the  second  division  succeeded  in 
getting  over  lower  down,  and  I,  being  in  reserve,  sent  out  my  first  brigade  to 
cross  with  it.  I  had  at  first  been  directed  by  Major  General  Thomas  to  cross 
my  division  at  that  place,  but  on  going  there  and  finding  it  occupied  by  Brig- 
adier General  Davis,  the  order  was  modified  by  the  corps  commander,  and  a 
single  one  of  my  brigades  aent  out  to  support.  This  brigade  having  crossed,  got 
into  position  after  dark,  after  a  brisk  skirmish  on  the  left  of  the  second  division. 
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TI16  20th  corps,  higter  up  the  stream,  Lad  likewise  got  over  during  the  after- 
noon, and  this  doubtless  induced  the  force  in  front  of  Brigadier  General  Johnson 
to  retire.  As  soon  as  it  had  done  so  I  wfts  ordered,  with  my  second  and  third 
brigades,  to  pass  to  the  front  of  him  and  cross  at  the  mill.  I  began  the  movement 
Boon  afler  dark,  being  obliged  in  the  first  place  to  build  a  temporary  bridge,  and 
by  midnight  had  the  two  brigades  well  intrenched  upon  the  heights  on  the  south 
Bide  of  the  creek. 

July  20. — At  daylight  Brigadier  General  Johnson's  division  crossed  over  and 
went  into  position  on  my  left.  I  also  made  a  connexion  with  tlie  90th  corps  on 
the  other  dank  I  at  the  same  time  moved  forward  my  third  brigade,  and  form- 
ing It  on  the  left  of  the  first,  which  had  crossed  with  the  command  of  Brigadier 
Genera!  Davis,  pushed  the  two  ont  and  obtained  po'*sessioa  of  an  important 
range  of  wooded  hills,  half  a  mile  to  the  fiont  of  my  first  location.  As  these 
tioops  went  into  position,  and,  indeed,  throaghout  the  day,  they  were  subjected 
to  a  vPiy  gilling  fiie  from  rebel  battenes,  which  were  posted  beyond  the  rid^e 
md  out  of  our  reach  To  enable  these  two  brigades  to  make  a  stil!  further  ad- 
^  ince,  I  posted  my  ti      b       n  a  p  B       dier  General  Johnson's 

front,  from  which  tliey  w    Id  h  ^       P      "^^  wooded  ground  over 

^hich  the  troops  mu''   p  Tl     b  hi  nto  position,  but  had  not 

opened  fiie,  when  the  1    m  d      h      d  y         the  20th  corps  and  the 

first  division  of  our  cop        kpl  dhjdd        1  service  in  aiding  to  repel 

that  attack.     No  par      fh        bl  Iglms  reached  my  lines ;  but 

throughout  the  whole     ta  k  and        1  d    k  m  ps  were  subjected  to  an 

artillery  fire  as  consta  d  as         1:1  y  h     I  have  ever  witnessed,  and 

the  loss  in  the  divisio    f    m   b        n  ^    P       ^     kirmish  line,  was  consid- 

erable. Throughout  h  wh  1  I  h  ffi  re  dm  behaved  themselves  with 
a  degree  of  coolness  a  d  b  y  h  ghly  mm  d  bl  ,  and  showing  them  to  be 
veteran  soldiers. 

July  21. — About  this  time  the  batteries  were  relieved  from  duty  with  the  di- 
vision and  ordered  to  report  to  corps  headquarters.  After  a  hot  skirmish  of  some 
hours  my  lines  were  again  moved  forward  nearly  a  mile,  established  and  en- 
trenched at  a  short  distance  from  the  works  of  the  enemy,  in  a  position  so  ad- 
vantageous and  commanding  that  it  must  have  contributed  largely  to  compelling 
him  to  retire. 

July  22. — Daring  the  night  previous  the  rebel  army  fell  hack  finally  from 
our  front  into  the  works  about  Atlanta,  and  my  division  marching  forward  until 
it  came  to  the  Marietta  and  Atlanta  road,  followed  it  until  it  struck  the  railroad 
two  miles  from  the  city.  We  there'  come  up  with  the  first  division,  14th  corps, 
whose  advanced  gnai-d  was  then  skirmishing  close  up  to  the  line  of  works  sur- 
roundii^  that  place.  The  20th  corps  was  immediately  to  the  left,  and  the  army 
of  the  Tennessee  some  miles  to  the  eastward  on  the  Angnsta  railroad.  I  imme- 
diately received  ordei-s  from  Major  General  Thomas  to  move  to  the  south,  along 
the  west  side  of  the  town,  until  I  came  to  the  intersection  of  the  Atlanta  and 
Turner's  ferry  road  with  that  leading  from  White  Hall  to  the  latter  place,  and 
there  to  post  my  command.  This  point  was  reached  without  opposition,  and  my 
troops  were  put  in  position  under  the  supervision  of  the  department  commander, 
who  had  come  to  that  place.  The  second  division,  on  arriving,  formed  on  my 
right,  a  little  retired,  and  all  our  troops  intrenched  themselves  during  the  after- 
noon, so  as  to  be  covered  while  within  camp  from  the  shells  and  sharpshooters 
of  the  enemy.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  great  battle  with  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee,  in  which  the  galiant  McPherson  was  killed,  took  place,  and  we  waited 
anxiously  expecting  orders  to  take  part  in  it. 

July  23  — From  this  date  until  the  3d  of  August  the  general  location  of  the 
division  was  not  changed.  A  constant  and  venomous  skirmish  was  kept  up  be- 
tween the  pickets  on  both  sides,  and  our  lines  were  so  close  that  our  men  in  camp 
were,  at  any  moment  that  they  exposed  themselves,  liable  to  be  picked  off  by 
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the  euemy'a  riflemen  and  batteries,  and  tliose  upon  tiie  rebel  forts  kept  up  an 
unceasing  exchange  of  compliments,  so  that  our  loss  ia  killed  and  wounded  in 
camp  was  not  i  neon  aid  erable.  Numerous  20-pounder  shells  and  shell  of  64 
pounds  weight,  from  the  old  32-pounder,  rifles,  eame  regularly  into  our  camps,  a 
weight  of  metal  entirely  out  of  proportion  to  our  light  field-pieces.  While  in 
this  position  two  i-egiments  of  the  first  brigade  of  the  eighty-second  Indiana 
and  the  twenty-third  Missouri,  drove  the  enemy,  after  sharp  skirmishing,  from 
some  wooded  heights  .on  our  right  and  in  front,  which  they  fortified  and  held 
until  turned  over  to  the  second  division.  These  hills  were  not  properly  in  our 
front,  but,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  were  annoying  to  us,  and  the  regiments 
deserve  honorable  mention  for  this  service. 

On  the  a7th  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  passed  an'ound  to  our  rear  and  took 
position  on  our  right,  and  on  the  25th  was  attacked  by  the  rebel  army  in  force, 
making  one  of  the  chief  battles  of  the  campaign.  A  slight  change  in  the  strength 
of  my  command  took  place  at  this  time.  The  thiity-fifth  Ohio  volunteers  being 
ordei-ed  to  Vining's  station  on  Aagust  3d,  never  afterwards  returned,  being  mus- 
tered ont  at  that  place. 

August  3. — The  14th  army  corps  having  received  orders  to  move  to  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  array,  with  a  view  of  forming  a  column  of  support  upon  the 
right  flank  of  Major  Gfeneral  Schofield's  command,  to  protect,  cover,  and  sustain 
him  in  certain  different  operations  which  he  pi-oposed  to  carry  into  execution, 
marched  on  this  morning.  My  division,  in  rear  of  the  other  two,  came  up  with 
them  already  encamped  about  two  miles  to  the  north  of  Utoy  ci-eek,  and  passing 
through  tbem  and  also  tbi-ough  the  lines  of  Brigadier  General  Cox's  division  of 
the  23d  corps,  the  head  of  my  column  came  up  to  the  creek  near  an  old  mill. 
On  the  way  I  was  informed  that  Brigadier  General  Hascali's  division  of  the  same 
corps  was  about  to  cross  the  stream,  and  I  was  ordered  to  move  my  column  ao 
as  to  cover  his  right  flank.  When  I  arrived  at  his  position  he  had  already  got 
over,  and,  with  but  little  resistance,  was  establishing  hia  line  on  the  first  range  of 
open  hills  to  the  left  of  the  road.  It  was  then  about  5  p.  m.,  when,  meeting 
Major  Genera!  Sherman,  I  was  ordered  by  him  to  put  my  division  in  line  on 
Brigadier  General  Hascall's  right,  bat  to  throw  back  my  own  right  so  as  to  rest 
on  me  creek.  This  order  was  at  once  carried  into  execution,  yet  it  was  quite 
dark  before  all  the  troops  got  into  position.  My  line,  taking  the  highest  ground, 
stretched  along  the  road  for  the  length  of  a  brigade  beyond  Brigadier  General 
Hascall's,  and  then  lent  to  the  rear.  Its  length  was  so  great  that  I  was  reqdred 
to  put  nearly  all  my  ti'oops  in  a  single  line,  while  the  division  just  formed  on 
my  left  was  compactly  formed  and  held  a  brigade  in  reserve.  This  disposition 
I  thought  strange,  since  I  had  been  sent  out  simply  to  support  another  division 
while  it  performed  a  certain  work. 

August  4. — In  the  morning  my  lines  were  rectified  so  as  to  conform  better  to 
the  ground,  the  batteries  put  in  position,  and  the  works  thrown  up  during  the 
night  strengthened.  About  midday,  as  no  movement  of  the  troops  on  my  left 
seemed  to  be  in  preparation,  although  I  was  told  an  advance  was  contemplated, 
I  reported  in  person  at  the  headquarters  of  the  corps,  two  miles  back  of  the 
creek,  and  while  there  I  saw  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  the  corps  just 
moving  out  and  passing  towards  the  front.  I  then  returned  to  my  command,  and 
soon  after  received  a  written  order  from  Major  Geneial  Palmer,  directing  me  to 
advance  my  right,  with  a  view  to  gaining  the  high  ground  on  my  right  front, 
and  informing  me  that  Brigadier  General  Morgan  would  cross  the  creek  on  my 
right  and  support  the  movement.  It  also  stated  that  this  movement  was  intended 
as  preliminary  to  an  advance  upon  the  enemy's  works,  should  that  be  judged  ex- 
pedient or  ordered,  and  for  which  I  would  be  expected  to  furnish  the  assaulting 
column.  It  further  directed  me  to  push  out  my  skirmishers  and  begin  the  move- 
ment as  soon  as  Brigadier  General  Morgan  should  begin  crossing.  A  litfle  later 
I  received  another  written  order,  also  &om  Major  General  Palmer,  stating  that 
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if;  fffig  j'ntenilecl  I  should  push  out  with  Brigadier  General  Hascall  aa  far  as  prac- 
ticable and  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  works,  and  directiog  me  to  attack  in  cnluina 
ilthe  works  eould  be  carried.  The  first  part  of  these  instructions  had  already 
been  carried  out  before  the  order  was  received,  tor  I  had  the  night  previous 
taken  possession  of  all  the  high  ground  in  that  vicinity,  and  it  only  remsined 
for  me  to  await  the  other  contingencies — the  arrival  of  Brigadier  General  Morgan 
or  the  advance  of  Brigadier  General  Hascall.  I  had  laade  full  preparations  and 
was  waiting  accordingly,  when,  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  Major  General  Palmer 
came  up  in  person  ana  asked  me  if  my  brigade  was  ready  for  the  recounoi stance ; 
1  replied  that  no  special  mention  liad  been  made  of  sending  out  a  brigade 
on  that  duty,  and  asked  if  be  wished  me  to  send  one.  He  replied  that  he  did, 
aud  I  at  once  detailed  Colonel  Gleason's  brigade  for  that  purpose.  The  brigade 
was  formed  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  in  two  lines,  with  a  strong  skirmishing 
party  in  front,  and  at  once  moved  out.  The  operation  wtis  vigorously  con- 
ducted, and  two  lioes  of  skirmish  pits  captured.  The  party  kept  on  until  the 
location  aud  character  of  the  rebel  main  line  was  fnlly  developed,  and  a  heavy 
firo  of  artillery  and  musketry  dra,wn  from  it.  This  accomplished,  and  no  move- 
ment whatever  of  the  troops  on  our  left  having  been  made,  aud  no  tidings  re- 
ceived of  Brigadier  General  Morgan,  I,  at  dark,  directed  Colonel  Gleasoa  to 
bring  his  men  back  to  their  works,  leaving  the  skirmishers  in  the  first  pits. 
Colonel  Gleason  and  his  officers  and  men  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  the 
manoer  in  which  this  affair  was  conducted.  They  brought  in  twenty-five  (25) 
prisoners,  and  our  brigade  sustained  a  loss  of  twenty-sis  (26)  in  killed  and 
wounded. 

August  5. — At  half  past  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  received,  directly  from 
Major  General  Schofield,  commandiag  the  23d  army  corps,  an  order  prescribing 
.  movements  for  the  14th  and  23d  army  corps  upon  that  day,  embracing  operations 
proposed  for  this  division,  and  I  at  once  wrote  to  him,  stating  that  I  knew  of  no 
authority  under  which  he  could  presume  to  give  orders  to  my  division,  which 
belonged  to  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  but  informing  him  that  I  would  com- 
municate his  wishes  to  my  commanding  ofScer.  As  the  order  of  Major  General 
Schofield  detailed  operations  for  all  the  troops  acting  on  the  right  of  the  army, 
and  being  always  anxious  to  perform  my  part  in  whatever  may  be  calculated  to 
promote  the  success  of  our  arms,  I  immediately  went  to  my  troops  to  prepare 
them  for  the  execution  of  the  ordei's,  in  case  they  should  receive  the  proper 
sanction  of  my  commander,  or  to  be  in  readiness  to  eo-operate,  on  my  own 
responsibility,  in  any  movement  which  the  troops  near  me  might  undertake. 
The  order  from  Major  General  Schofield,  alluded  to  above,  directed  me  to  move 
at  6  a,  m. ;  to  push  forward  my  whole  line,  conforming  it  to  the  direction  of  that 
of  the  enemy,  and,  driving  in  his  akirmishera,  to  press  on  until  I  had  di'awQ  the 
fire  of  hia  lines.  The  aecond  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Morgan, 
waa  directed  to  support  my  right  in  the  movement,  and,  if  poasible,  to  prolong 
my  line  when  formed.  I  was  also  directed  to  move  without  reference  to.  my 
connexion  with  Brigadier  General  Hascall,  as  Brigadier  Geaei-al  Oox  would 
stand  ready  to  fill  any  interval  between  us.  It  was  4j^  o'clock  a.  m.  when  I 
gave  notice  to  Major  General  Schofield  that  I  did  not  recognize  his  authority, 
and  both  hia  headquarters  and  those  of  our  corps  were  within  a  mile  of  mine, 
yet  it  was  not  until  6^  a.  m.  that  lie  wrote  me  another  note  saying  that  my  corps 
comiuaadei  would  communicate  the  order  to  me  properly,  and  at  about  7  o'clock 
a  in  uoiice  was  given  me  that  the  corps  would  act  during  the  day  under  the 
duection  of  Major  General  Schofield.  About  that  same  time,  I  found  the  head 
ot  Bugadier  General  Cftx's  column  well  closed  up  iu  rear  of  my  left,  but  I  was 
informed  that  Brigadier  General  Hascall  would  make  no  movement  during  the 
day,  as  his  lines  were  already  so  close  tq  those  of  the  enemy  that  a  further  ad- 
vance w^i  not  possible.  When  I  did  finally  receive  authentic  orders  from  my 
comm.indmg  oificer  for  a  movement,  I  had  not  yet  heard  from  Brigadier  General 
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Morgan,  who  was  to  move  on  my  right  flank;  I  did  not  know  how  far  below  he 
had  crossed  the  creek,  nor  how  far  diatant  he  might  be;  bat  convinced  from  my 
experience  of  the  day  before  that  if  anything  was  to  be  accompli  shed,  I  muat 
act  independently  of  connexions,  taking  caie  bf  my  own  flanks,  I  instructed  my 
officers  accordingly.  The  reoonnoisaance  of  tbe  uigbt  previous  had  made  us 
tboroaghly  acquainted  with  tbe  ground  we  were  to  pass  over,  as  well  as  with  the 
position  which  we  wished  to  take  up,  and  it  took  but  a  short  time  to  prepare  for 
the  move.  A  doubly  strong  akirmiah  line  was  thrown  out  from  each  brigade, 
supported  by  heavy  reserves,  and  tbe  troops  were  prepared  to  follow,  A  perfect 
understanding  was  then  aatablished  between  the  officers  along  tbe  line,  and  at  a 
signal  given,  about  8  o'clock,  tbe  skinaiBbers  dashed  forward.  Tbe  more  distant 
rifle-pits,  which  had  been  taken  the  evening  before,  but  not  held  by  us,  bad  been 
occupied  hy  a  largely  increased  force  and  much  strengthened,  with  orders  to  tbe 
rebel  officers  in  charge  to  hold  them  to  the  last  extremity.  This  order,  by  keep- 
ing them  there,  enabled  us  to  take  more  prisoners  than  we  would  otherwise  have 
done.  Our  men  were  met  by  a  very  heavy  fire,  but  pushed  on  80  rapidly  that 
the  struggle  was  of  short  duration,  and  a  few  mimites  put  .is  in  possession  of  all 
the  ground  up  to  within  short  musket  range  of  the  rebel  main  works.  With  the 
capture  of  the  rebel  skirmish  line  the  forward  movement  of  my  troops  was  brought 
to  an  end,  but  their  exposure  to  the  fire  of  the  main  works  did  not  cease.  Tbe 
regiments  being  brought  up  to  take  position  and  intrench  themselves  upon  tbe 
new  line,  were  subjected  throughout  the  day  to  a  galling  masketry  firo  from  tbe 
rebel  main  works,  as  well  as  from  his  batteries,  from  which  our  loss  was  con- 
siderable. In  the  very  handsome  charge  of  the  skirmish  line,  Oapttun  Michael 
Stone,  of  the  thirty-first  Ohio  volunteera,  commanded  the  skirmishers  of  the  first 
brigade;  Major  B.O.Sabine,  eighty-seventh  Indiana.thoseof  the  second  brigade; 
and  Major  WiUiam  Irvine,  thirty-eighth  Ohio,  those  of  the  third  brigade,  and 
deserve  special  mention  for  their  gallantry.  Major  Irvine  was  wounded  in  the 
leg,  which  has  since  been  amputated,  and  a  little  later  ia  tbe  day  tbe  brave 
Lieutenant  Oolonel  Myron  Baker,  commanding  the  seventy -fourth  Indiana,  was 
shot  dead  while  putting  his  regiment  in  the  line.  My  casualties  amounted  in 
all  to  five  (5)  officers  and  seventy-eight  (78)  enlisted  men  killed  and  wounded, 
whiie  we  captured  about  one  hundred  and  forty  (140)  prisoners.  All  on;;aged 
in  this  afiair,  both  officers  and  men,  behaved  as  handsomely  as  men  could  do, 
and  are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise.  When  I  first  got  into  position,  the  sec- 
ond division  had  not  yet  come  up,  and  my  two  right  regiments  were  refused  so 
as  to  cover  that  flank;  but  later,  when  those  troops  did  arrive,  all  were  brought 
up  on  to  tbe  same  line.  While  I  was  makingmy  advance,  and  throughout  the  day 
untii  dark,  no  movement  was  made  by  troops  of  tbe  33d  corps  on  my  left,  al- 
though the  line  of  rebel  rifle-pits  captured  by  my  men  extended  along  Brigadier 
General  Hascali's  front,  and  could  have  been  carried  easily  by  a  charge  simulta^ 
neous  with  mine.  They  were  tlie  same  pits  which  were  taken  two  days  later 
by  the  troops  of  our  first  division,  (14tb  army  corps.) 

August  6. — About  daybreak  in  tbe  morning  the  troops  of  the  93d  ai-my  corps 
were  withdra'wa  from  my  left  to  be  transferred  to  the  extreme  right,  and  wei'O 
replaced  by  the  first  division  of  oar  corps,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
King.  Tbe  operations  of  the  two  corps  for  that  day  again  were  detailed  and 
promulgated  in  a  lengthy  order  from  Major  General  Schofield  issued  the  night 
previous,  but  be  the  part  to  be  performed  by  my  division  was  dependent  upon 
Brigadier  General  Oox  and  Hascall,  who  were  expected  to  turn  the  enemy's 
left  flank  or  to  break  into  bis  line  in  the  vicinity  of  *he  Sandtown  road,  and  as 
these  movements  did  not  appear  to  be  earned  into  execution,  my  men  remained 
in  their  works.  It  was  on  the  same  day  that  Major  Genera!  Palmer  relinquished 
couimand  of  the  14th  corps  and  turned  it  over  to  Brigadier  General  Johnson. 

Attgnst  7. — The  first  division  having  made  arrangements  to  push  out  and  take 
tbe  skirmish  pits  of  tbe  enemy,  corresponding  with  thqse  captured  hy  my  men 
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on  the  5th,  I  ordered  a  strong  demonstration  along  the  whole  line  to  aid  them, 
la  soma  placea  my  works  were  so  close  to  those  of  the  rebels  that  the  men  could 
not  go  out  of  them,  but  in  others  the  skirmiahers  were  pressed  out  strongly,  and 
a  sharp  encounter  of  some  duration  ensoed,  It  ended  in  my  advancing  my  left 
regiment  some  two  hundred  (SOO)  yarda,  and  those  on  the  right,  which  bad  beea 
retired,  came  iip  on  a  line  with  the  others.  Brigadiea'  General  Morgan  moved 
forward  at  the  same  time,  and  our  diviaioua  joined  near  the  junctions  of  tlie 
Sandtown  and  Lick  Skillet  roads.  In  the  operations  of  that  day  I  lost  sisty-sis 
(66)  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  in  flie  first  division  was  of  course  heavy, 
but  it  gained  both  prisoners  and  an  advanced  position.  I  have  been  tbus 
minute  and  circumstantial  in  my  narrative  of  events  since  coming  in  contact  with 
the  23d  corps,  inasmuch  as  complaint  was  made  to  the  major  general  eominand- 
ing  the  department  of  the  Cumberland  that  the  14th  corps  had  failed  to  aceoni" 
plisb  its  portion  of  the  work  marked  out,  when  in  point  of  fact  every  advantage 
of  any  kind  that  was  gained,  from  the  time  that  we  moved  to  the  riglit  up  to  tlie 
8th  of  August,  was  achieved  by  the  14lh  corps! 

Atigust  8. — Prom  this  date  until  the  S6th  the  general  position  and  disposition 
of  my  troops  was  not  changed ;  the  necessary  location  of  our  camps  wns  such 
that  they  were  constantly  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire,  and  there  were  few  points 
that  a  man  could  show  himself  without  the  risk  of  being  shot.  On  certain  por- 
tions of  tbe  line  a  temporary  truce  would  be  arranged  with  the  troops  thas 
chanced  to  be  in  front,  while  at  others  a  vicious  skirmish  would  be  kept  np, 
and  for  days  the  men  would  he  imprisoned  in  their  trenches,  not  daring  to  show 
their  heads  above  the  parapet ;  and  this  varied  by  the  fire  of  artillery  or  more 
active  demonstrations  begun  by  one  or  the  other  party.  In  this  passive  condi- 
tion, with  no  other  operations  on  hand,  our  daily  reports  presented  not  uafre- 
quently  a  list  of  ten,  (10,)  twenty,  (80,)  or  thirty  (30)  casualties,  and  the  long 
continuance  of  the  confinement  and  privation  was  extremely  trying,  yet  the 
men  bore  all  with  a  degree  of  cheerfulness,  patience,  and  heroism  that  can  find 
its  reward  only  in  the  consciousness  of  duty  well  perfoi'med,  and  of  devotion  to 
the  holy  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged.  During  our  long  stay  in  such  close 
proximity  to  the  enemy  deserters  from  their  lines,  chiefly  from  Alabama  regi- 
ments, came  in  constanfly  and  in  large  numbers.  They  finally  became  so 
numerous  that  the  most  strenuous  means  were  resorted  to  by  the  rebel  officers  to 
prevent  Lhem. 

On  the  98d  of  August  Briga'^ier  General  Pavis  having  received  tlie  brevet  of 
major  general  and  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  tbe  14tli  corps,  relieved 
Brigadier  General  Johnson,  who  was  transferred  out  of  the  corps. 

August  26. — A  general  movement  of  the  entire  army  to  the  right,  by  which 
we  were  to  break  off  from  our  railroad  communication  and  throw  ourselves  upon 
the  Atlanta  and  Macon  railroad,  having  been  decided  upon,  the  4th  and  20th 
corps  had  already  been  withdrawn  from  the  city,  and  on  tbe  sight  of  the  26th 
the  14th  corps  and  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  were  also  to  withdraw  and  pass 
to  the  right,  going  in  rear  of  the  23d  corps,  and  of  the  4th  corps,  then  in  positioB 
on  the  right  of  the  former.  Tbe  operation  of  withdrawing  from  such  close  prox- 
imity to  the  enemy  was  one  of  much  delicacy. 

At  8  o'clock  p.  m.  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  and  the  fii'st  diviKion  of  our 
corps  (14th)  drew  out  a,nd  began  the  march,  leaving  my  division  on  the  extreme 
left.  I  should  have  marched  immediately  after  them  but  for  detentions  and 
delays  caused  by  the  trains  of  other  commands  and  the  artilleiy.  I  did  not  feel 
authoriaed  to  quit  my  position  until  nearly  3  o'clock.  Th"  enemy  wafi  doubtless 
apprised  by  the  noise  of  our  trains  and  artillery  that  some  movement  was  taking 
place,  and  opened  upon  us  from  the  batteries,  but  beyond  this  we  were  not  dis- 
turbed, and  withdrew  most  successfully. 

August  27. — ArriYJng  at  the  left  of  the  23d  corps  our  troops  were  formed 
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Upon  it,  facing  to  the  north,  to  cover  the  further  withdrawal  and  arrangement 
of  the  trains,  and  we  remained  in  that  position  uatil  the  following  morning. 

August  28. — We  again  marched;  my  division  following  the  second,  which 
formed  the  head  of  the  column.  The  advanced  guard  of  that  division  had 
some  little  skirmishing,  which  did  not  delay  our  march,  and  in  the  afternoon 
we  went  into  position  near  Red  Oak  station,  on  the  West  Point  railroad.  Wo 
formed  line  south  of  the  road — Brigadier  General  Morgan  on  my  right  and 
Brigadier  Cfeneral  Carlin,  eommaading  the  let  division,  on  my  left,  reaciiing  to 
the  railroad.     The  4th  corps  prolonged  our  line,  and  was  north  of  the  road. 

August  2&. — The  ai'my  remained  stationary,  and  the  troops  were  employed 
in  destroying  the  railroad,  in  making  reconnojsance,  and  in  cutting  roads. 

August  30. — We  marched  on  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  reaching  the 
Bo«gh-and-Ready  and  Fayette  road  at  Conck's  house,  and  took  position  there 
for  the  night.  The  army  of  the  Tennessee  was  a  few  miiee  distant  oa  the 
right.  The  4th  corps  connected  with  the  14th  on  the  left,  and  the  23d  corps 
still  further  to  the  left,  towards'  Rongh-and-Eeady. 

August  31. — Having  heard  trair^  of  the  enemy  during  the  night  moving 
eouth  along  our  front,  our  skirmishers  pushed  out,  and  at  daybreak  discovered 
them,  although  at  a  considerable  distance,  still  moving  in  that  direction.  They 
were  on  a  road  to  the  eaet  of  Flint  river,  and  tintil  it  reached  the  Rough-and- 
Ready  and  Joneshoro'  road  near  Smith's;  and  immediately  afterwards  the  entire 
division,  with  Oolonel  Mitchell's  brigade  of  the  second  division,  ordered  to  report 
to  me,  were  brought  up  and  posted  at  this  point.  As  soon  as  our  troops  had 
secured  themselves  in  this  position,  about  4  o'clock  p.  m„  I  detailed  Oolonel 
Cai-leton's  regiment  of  the  first  brigade,  together  with  large  parties  from  each  of 
the  other  two  brigades,  and  sent  them  forwai-d,  with  orders  to  reach  the  Macoa 
railroad,  if  possible,  and,  if  they  were  able,  to  hold  themselves  upon  it.  The 
party  struck  that  road  at  Morrow's  or  Chapman's  station,  a  |)oint  four  (4)  miles 
from  Jonesboro',  seven  ^7)  miles  from  Rough-and-Eeady,  and  about  two  and  a 
half  (2^)  miles  from  oui-  position.  The  road  was  reached  about  6  o'clock  p.  m., 
and  a  considerable  party  of  rebel  cavalry  encountered  there,  and  as  the  nature 
of  the  country  admitted  readily  of  our  men  being  cut  off  from  the  division.  Col- 
onel Carleton,  after  destroying  three  cars  which  he  had  captured,  fell  back  some 
fourth  of  a  mile  to  higher  ground  on  the  edge  of  the  woods.  As  soon  aa  I  learned 
of  his  success  and  that  the  railroad  was  so  remote  from  the  rest  of  our  troops, 
I  sent  out  Oolonel  Gleason's  brigade  to  occupy  a  ridge  nearly  a  mile  in  our  front, 
and  detached  three  other  regiments  to  strengthen  the  party  on  the  railroad. 
1'he  whole  of  this  detachment  being  then  under  command  of  Oolonel  Hunter, 
eighty- seventh  Indiana  volunteers,  the  senior  officer,  he  again  moved  it  up  to  tiie 
road;  after  putting  up  a  defensive  work,  which  occupied  most  of  the  night,  he  set 
his  men  to  work  to  take  up  the  track. 

It  was  not  until  late  that  I  learned  that  the  4th  and  23d  corps  had  also 
reached  the  railroad  near  Rough-and- Ready  and  were  then  intrenching.  My 
little  party  moved  out  independent  of  every  one  else,  and  although  opposed 
and  constantly  menaced  by  the  rebel  cavalry,  struck  the  road  some  miles  in 
advance  of  any  other.  Colonel  Hunter  and  his  officers  and  men  deserve  much 
credit  for  their  enterprise  and  determination. 

September  1. — About  8  o'clock  a.  m.  I  received  notice  that  the  14th  corps 
would  be  concentrated  at  my  position  on  the  Jonesboro'  road,  to  move  by  it 
to  that  place,  while  the  14th  corps  would  move  simultaneously  along  the  railroad, 
I  being  also  directed  to  withdraw  ray  men  from  it  so  soon  aa  to  be  ready  for 
the  movement.  Brigadier  General  Carlin's  division  coming  in  from  the  rear 
took  the  advance  along  the  road,  and  was  followed  by  that  of  Brigadier  General 
Morgan.  While  waiting  for  these  troops  to  stretch  out  upon  the  road,  my  party 
from  the  railroad  came  in,  hut  it  was  not  until  12  o'clock  m.  that  the  road  was 
clear  for  me  to  march. 
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Oil  arriving  neni-  the  creek,  two  miles  north  of  Jonesboro',  I  tned  Major  Gen- 
eral Thomas,  and  was  informed  that  Brigadier  General  Morgan  had  already 
formed  beyond  th6  creek,  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Tliat  Brigadier  General  Oarlin  had  also  crossed,  and  was  forming  to  the  left  of 
Brigadier  General  Morgan,  and  I  was  expected  to  go  into  line  on  the  left  of 
Carlin.  Moi^an'a  skirmishers  were  then  engaged  with  tliose  of  the  enemy,  but 
Oarlin  had  not  yet  struck  them,  I  at  once  turned  to  the  left,  leaving  the  high 
road  to  march  toward  my  position,  and  as  the  head  of  my  eoliimn  passed  the  cre«k 
I  met  one  of  my  staff  ofBcers  whom  I  had  seat  out  in  advance,  hringing  orders 
from  General  Davie.  He  directed  me  to  post  my  division  in  rear  of  an  interval 
between  Brigadier  Generals  Morgan  and  Carlin,  through  which  he  was  fearful  the 
enemy  would  pass,  and  the  precise  ground  on  which  it  was  desired  that  I  shoold 
form  was  pointed  out.  General  Davis  coming  up  immediately  afterwards,  con- 
firmed the  coriectuess  of  the  disposition-  Before, however,  this  order  eonld  be 
executed  I  received  another  directing,  this  division  to  form  on  Brigadier  General 
Uarlin  and  prolong  his  line  to  the  left.  My  column  was  at  once  turned  in  that 
direction,  and  I  rode  forwnjd  along  the  intrenchmeots  which  Brigadier  General 
Carlin'e  men  had  thrown  up.  to  find  the  pfiint  at  which  my  right  would  rest, 
Finding  this  point  I  also  found  that  division  just  pnt  in  motion,  maj'ching  towards 
the  right  and  front,  and  I  followed  a  short  distance  to  discover  the  direction 
which  1  would  liave  to  take  and  the  best  route  for  getting  into  position.  My 
column  followed  closely  in  i-ear  of  the  first  division,  and  by  the  time  that  it  had 
become  stationary  and  was  formed,  was  close  up  in  rear  of  the  left  flank.  Not 
one  moment  was  lost  by  this  division,  for  at  the  very  moment  that  the  point 
where  it  was  to  rest  became  determiueJ,  it  was  on  the  spot.  Brigadier  Geuei-al 
Carlin's  left  reached  jiist  to  the  railroad,  and  there  joined  the  head  of  Major 
General  Stanley's  column,  the  4th  corps,  which  had  arrived.  1  accordingly 
caused  my  ti-oops  to  bo  massed  in  rear  of  Brigadier  General  Carlin's  left. 
Having  seen  Major  General  Stanley,  and  finding  that  he  was  willing  to  make 
ivay  for  me,  and  understanding  it  to  be  the  intention  of  Major  General  Thomas's 
■order  that  our  line  should  bo  prolonged  beyond  the  railroad,  in  case  it  should 
reach  that  far,  I  rode  forward  to  examine  the  ground,  I  pissed  along  the  east  side 
of  the  road  some  distance  beyond  onr  lines  without  meeting  with  opposition,  atid 
having  discovered  aa  advantageous  positioa,  was  about  to  bring  my  division  up 
to  it.  I  had  given  the  order  and  the  troops  were  about  to  march  when  I  received 
contrary  instrnctious,  recjuiring  me  to  hold  my  division  west  of  the  road  as  a 
reserve  to  sapport  the  other  two.  Soon  after  that,  at  near  4  o'clock.  Brigadier 
General  Carlia's  line  moved  forward,  and,  by  direction  of  General  Davis,  I 
moved  Oolonel  Este's  brigade  in  line  of  battle  behind  General  Carlin's  !eft  brig- 
ade, the  left  flanks  of  both  keeping  along  the  railroad.  My  other  two  brigades 
m  ived  in  column  on  the  road  leading  along  the  right  of  the  railroad.  The 
deployed  lines  of  ray  third  brigade  had  to  work  their  way  through  a  thick 
wood  nearly  a  third  of  a  mile  in  width  before  reaching  the  open  ground,  stretching 
in  front  of  the  wood  in  which  were  the  rebel  works,  atid,  having  pnt  this  bi'igade 
in  motion,  I  moved  forwai-d  with  the  other  two.  On  reaching  a  cabin  beyond 
the  woods  marked  on  the  accompanying  map  I  met  General  Davis,  who 
I  lined  me  that  he  lid  ^cut  Oilond  E-ite  s  brigide  which  came  up  m 
ilvanceofme  to  suppoit  the  light  brigade  of  Brigadier  General  Carlin  which 
1  il  been  severely  handled  in  an  attempt  to  advance  up>n  the  rebel  works 
V  staft  officer  airivmg  at  the  moment  w  ith  a  m>.ssage  from  Biigadiei  Gen 
fia!  Oarlin  created  the  impression  that  there  was  ■some  mi  sun  del  standing  of 
the  lespective  lelations  betw  een  that  ofBcei  and  Colonel  Eite  wbeieupon 
Genenl  Davis  sent  word  to  Colonel  Eife  that  he  was  to  report  to  Geneial 
Oiilin  -ml  t    le  lul)  ct  to  lis  o  de  ^      Feirful  thit  "ome  ill  results  might 
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arise  should  tlie  orders  still  not  be  understood,  and  notwithstanding  that  the 
brigade  was  thus  placed  under  the  control  of  another  division  commander,  I 
volunteered  to  go  myself  and  give  personal  anpei-pision  to  the  execution  of  all 
ordei's.  General  Davis  told  me,  as  he  started,  that  he  wished  Colonel  Este  to  re- 
place the  right  bngade  of  Brigadier  General  Oarlia,  (the  regnlai' brigade,)  and  then 
to  advance  upou  the  enemy  along  with  the  otker  ti-oops  on  the  right  and  left  when 
they  advanced.  As  I  passed  to  the  right  I  had  an  opportunity  for  a  hasty 
glance  at  the  ground  constitating  tbe  field  of  fight,  and  the  rough  map  which  is 
attached  to  tliis  report,  made  from  actual  hearings  and  distances  taken  by  icy- 
self,  gives  the  moat  accurate  representation  of  it  that  I  have  seen.  It  represents 
the  rebel  works  and  the  position  of  my  three  brigades  quite  accurately,  and 
that  of  Brigadier  General  Oarlin's  two  brigades  approximately,  at  the  moment 
when  Oolouel  Este  began  to  move  forward.  Our  troops  were  in  open  ground, 
which  was  bordered  on  the  south  by  a  very  regular  line  of  woodland,  running 
due  east  and  west,  and  extending  from  near  the  raih-oad  to  the  west  a  distince 
of  nearly  six  hundred  and  twenty  (620)  yards  or  steps.  The  line  of  woods  tlieu 
turned  and  run  soutli,  facing  westward  upon  anotlier  i^eld,  in  which  were  the 
troops  of  Brigadier  General  Morgan.  The  rebel  works  lay  within  tbe  woods 
and  were  entirely  concealed  from  view.  They  approached  at  the  uearost  point 
to  within  fifteen  (15)  ya-ds  of  the  open  gi-ound,  but  at  others  were  sixty,  (60,} 
eighty,  (80,)  or  one  hi  d  1  (1001  y  rds  back  in  the  woods.  From  the  aortli* 
west  angle  of  the  wor  1  an  h  ly  a  kind  of  ravine  and  thicket,  apparently 
an  old  fence  line,  wh  h  p  t  d  he  field  ia  which  the  second  division  lay 
from  that  occupied  by  th    fi  1  thiid  divisions.     I  found  Colonel  Wood's 

brigade  of  the  first  di  f        d       two  lines,  the  oue  near  the  cabin  and  tbe 

other  intrenched  along  th  dg  1  ih  woods,  its  left  on  the  railroad.  Appar- 
ently the  regular  brigade  had  endeavoied  to  take  up  a  position  on  the  same  line, 
in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  hut  the  rebel  works  m  fliPii  front  approaching  so  mueli 
nearer  to  the  open  ground  it  was  of  coui^e  impossible,  without  first  taking  the 
works  in  the  woods.  It  was  ia  this  way  doubtlesi,  that  it  lost  so  heavily  before 
my  men  came  up.  I  found  it  to  be  the  right  of  the  other  brigade  of  the  first 
division;  aud  some  two  hundred  (200)  jaids  bick  in  the  open  field,  partially 
covered  by  an  undulation  of  the  ground  in  front  Colonel  Eete's  brigade,  when 
it  came  up,  was  formed,  in  the  position  repiesented  on  the  map,  fifty  (SO)  yards 
in  rear  of  the  regular  brigade,  in  two  lines  of  battle — the  tenth  Kentucky  on 
the  right  and  the  seventy-fourth  IndianB  and  touitecnth  Ohio  in  tbe  second  line, 
the  seventy- fourth  on  the  right.  Colonel  Walkei's  and  Colonel  Gleason's 
brigades  were  in  reserve,  and  then  just  coming  up  to  take  position.  Seeing  that 
to  relieve  Major  Eddie's  brigade  required  Oolonei  Este  to  pass  to  the  front  of 
it,  and  that  to  come  into  line  with  ColoneJ  Moore,  so  as  to  advance  at  the  same 
time  with  tbe  other  troops,  might  involve  a  serious  assault  of  works  hidden  in 
the  woods,  I  directed  the  troops  to  unsling  and  pile  their  knapsacks,  and  fix 
bayonets,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  heavy  work.  Our  uncei'tainty  with  regard  to 
the  works  we  might  encounter  was  increased  from  having  beea  told  that  the 
rebels  had  two  lines,  one  of  which  had  been  taken  hy  our  men,  some  of  whom 
remained  in  them.  All  of  which  turned  out  t-o  be  a  delusion.  The  order  to 
move  forward  was  given  at  4^  o'clock  p.  m.,  whea  ihe  lines  moved  off  hand- 
somely, attended  by  a  single  staff  ofBcf.T,  Captain  Acheson,  assistant  adjutant 
general,  and  two  orderlies.  I  accompanied  Colonel  Este,  so  as  to  be  ready  !o 
give  Jiiiu  any  assistance  he  might  require.  Our  men,  passing  over  the  line  of 
the  regular  brigade,  soon  reached  the  crest  in  front,  and  about  one  hundred 
(100)  yards  from  the  works  bega^  to  receive  a  murderous  fire  of  musketry  and 
cauj^tei  They  were  immediately  put  at  the  charge,  and  without  faltering  the 
whole  line  moved  splendidly  into  the  woods.  On  the  right  the  success  was 
immediate  aud  complete.  The  tenth  Kentucky,  followed  by  tbe  seventy- fourth 
Indiana,  stiuck  upon  the  short  projecting  point  of  rifle-pits  called  the  first  line, 
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and  carried  it,  as  well  as  the  main  line,  extending  thence  to  the  right — a  single 
dash  after  entering  the  woods  gave  them  the  victory.  The  lehel  troopa, 
confident  in  themselves  and  in  their  ability  to  hold  their  works,  were  totally 
unprepared  for  a  charge  of  this  kind,  and  were  taken  completely  by  sni'prise. 
They  delivered  a  single  volley,  and  before  they  could  reload  found  our  men  in 
the  trenches  with  them,  bayonetting  all  who  wonld  not  surrender.  Three 
companies  on  the  right  of  the  seventy-fourth  Indiana,  which  overlapped  the 
tenth  Kentucky,  obliquing  to  the  right,  entered  the  woods  at  the  east  end  of  the 
batteiy  of  four  (4)  guns,  on  the  angle,  and  driving  the  enemy  out,  took  possession 
of  the  guns ;  they  belonged  to  a  battery  of  the  consolidated  eighth  and  nineteenth 
Arkansas  regiments,  and  Lieutenant  Krugev,  of  the  seventy-fourth  regiment 
Indiana  volunleei's,  capturing  the  battery  flag,  brought  it  away  with  him.  After 
holding  the  battery  for  some  minutes,  until  the  troops  of  the  next  hrigade  on  the 
right  came  up  in  the  rear  and  entered  it,  these  companies  closed  to  the  left  on 
their  own  regiments,  leaving  the  guns  with  the  new  comers.  As  the  only 
material  evidence  of  the  capture  brought  away  was  the  flag,  (the  gnna  them- 
Belves  being  left  with  tlie  second  division,)  Colonel  Eate  has  procured  statements 
from  several  of  his  officers  and  men  who  were  present,  and  forwards  them  with  his 
report.  On  the  left  onr  men  were  not  immediately  so  successful.  The  thirty- 
eighth  and  fourteenth  Ohio  regiments,  after  entering  the  woods,  formed  a  liiie 
extending  from  the  short  projecting  works  b)  the  left,  but  the  distance  to  the 
rebel  main  works  being  greater  than  on  the  right,  and  the  approach  to  it  more 
obstructed  by  fallen  trees,  they  could  not  at  once  reach  it.  They  remained  in 
this  position,  subject  to  a  most  terrible  fire  coming  obliquely  down  the  woods 
from  the  rebel  right,  for  some  minutes  after  the  right  wing  had  achieved  its' 
success.  Colonel  Este,  who  was  at  this  point  of  the  line,  finding  that  the  troopa 
on  our  left  did  not  or  could  not  move  forward  wilh  iia,  aa  we  had  been  led  to 
espect  that  they  would,  hegaa  to  fear  that  his  men  could  not  hold  on  where 
they  were,  and  seut  for  re-enforcements.  Seeing  at  the  same  time  a  regiment  of 
Brigadier  General  Morgan's  left  brigade,  the  seventeenth  New  York,  marching 
up  to  go  into  place  in  rear  of  our  right,  where  it  was  no  longer  needed.  Colonel 
Este  appealed  to  the  commanding  officer,  requesting  him  to  pat  in  his  regiment 
,  on  our  iefi,  where  it  could  be  most  useful,  and  guided  him  to  the  place.  The 
fire  of  the  enemy  at  this  point  was  most  destructive,  yet  the  gallant  Colonel 
W.  G.  C.  Groer  carried  his  regiment  into  position  with  an  heroic  bravery, 
challenging  the  highest  admiration,  and  was  himself  almost  the  first  to  fall 
before  it.  The  regiment  seeing  this,  for  a  moment  faltered,  but  was  at  once 
reassured,  and  the  order  to  charge  being  given,  rushed  forward  with  the  four- 
teenth and  thirty-eighth  Ohio,  and  capturing  not  only  the  works,  but  nearly 
all  in  them.  This  ended  the  battle,  as  all  that  followed  was  desultory  firing,  or 
shots  from  distant  artillery.  This  charge  of  my  third  brigade,  one  of  the  most 
magnificent  on  record,  and  the  first  during  this  campaign  in  which  works  on 
either  aide  have  been  assaulted  and  carried,  was  productive  of  the  greatest  results, 
in  opening  the  way  for  the  advance  of  the  troopa  on  our  right  and  left,  and 
deatroyiBg  the  morale  of  the  boldest  and  most  confident  troops  in  the  rebel  army. 
The  losses  sustained  attest  the  severity  of  the  stiniggle.  Out  of  eleven  hundred 
(1,100)  officrrs  and  nr-n  who  went  into  the  action,  seventy-five  (75)  were  killed 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  (255)  wounded,  nearly  one  out  of  every  three 
being  hit,  and  all  in  a  space  of  thirty  minutes  time.  Among  thoae  who  fell  was 
the  gallant  Colonel  Choate,  of  the  thirty-eighth  Ohio,  who  has  since  died  of  his 
wounds,  Major  Wilson,  commanding  the  fourteenth  Ohio,  lost  his  leg,  and 
numerona  others  of  our  best  oflicers  and  men, on  this  glorious  occa.'sioa  sacrificed 
tliemselves  upon  the  altar  of  their  country.  For  the  names  of  those  who  partic- 
ularly distinguished  themselves  I  refer  to  reports  of  brigades  and  regiments. 

Ou  no  occasion  within  my  own  knowledge  has  the  use  of  the  bayonet  been  so 
general  or  so  authenticated.     Three  brothers  named  Hoe,  of  the  tenth  Kentucky, 
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went  over  the  rebel  parapet  together,  aud  two  of  them  pinned  their  adversaries 
to  thegrouad  with  the  bayonet,aud  as  an  officer  of  the  seventy-foTirth.  Indiana  was 
about  to  be  bayonetted  by  a  rebel,  a  soldier  warded  off  the  blow,  and  after  some 
minutes  of  fencing,  transfixed  his  antagonist.  These,  as  the  wounded  rebels 
show,  are  not  isolated  instances.  The  brigade  captured  four  hundred  and 
twenty-six  (426)  prisoners,  iacludlng  fifty-flve  ofScers.  fi-om  the  rank  of  colonel 
do".vn.  They  were  from  the  secood,  fourth,  fifth,  sts!h,  and  ninth  Kentacky; 
the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  Arktuisas ;  the  tweoty- eighth,  thirty -fourth,  aad 
forty-sixth  Alabama ;  the  twenty-fourth  South  Carolina,  and  sixty-third  Virgiiiia 
regiment.  It  also  captm'ed  the  battle-flag  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  Arkansas  regi- 
ment, and  the  battery  flag  heretofore  spoken  of. 

In  closing  the  report  of  this  battle,  and  while  testifying  to  the  heroic  conduct 
of  all  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade,  I  cannot  overlook  the  splendid  gallantry 
of  CoIobbI  Este,  commanding  it.  His  horse  was  shot  from  under  him  and  his 
clothing  torn  with  bullets,  yet  he  retained  the  ntmost  coolness,  and  managed 
his  command  with  a  high  degree  of  judgment  and  skill.  I  hope  he  will  receive 
the  reward  which  hia  services  merit.  I  must  also  make  honorable  mention  of 
the  bravery  of  Captain  Acheson,  the  only  staff  officer  I  had  with  me,  who  was 
wounded  while  riding  with  me  in  the  chai'ge.  My  first  and  second  brigades 
were  not  actively  engaged  ia  this  battle,  but  held  themselves  close  in  reserve. 
After  dark  Colonel  Walker  relieved  Colonel  Este's  brigade  on  tlie  line,  and 
remained  in  that  position  daring  the  night.  Colonel  Gleasoa  remained  in  reserve. 
Both  of  these  brigades  sustained  slight  losses. 

September  2. — The  enemy  having  evacuated  Jonesboro'  during  the  night  and 
fallen  back  on  the  Macon  road,  our  army  pnrsued.  The  14th  corps  was  left 
behind  as  the  rear  guard  of  the  grand  army. 

Sej)teniber  3. — It  was  announced  that  Atlanta  had  been  evacuated  and  onr 
campaign  was  at  an  end.  In  this  long,  remarkable,  and  glorious  campaign,  the 
soldiers  of  this  ai'my  have  endured  fatigues,  sufferings,  and  privatioas  which 
has  been  undeigoue,  and  dnty  performed,  while  establishing  for  them  the  hightae 
will  never  be  known  or  related.  The  quiet  and  heroic  patience  with  which  all 
repntation  as  soldiers,  will  still  tend  to  cause  their  hardships  to  be  forgotten. 
Starting  without  transportation,  aud  with  only  the  supplies  for  an  expedition  of 
three  or  six  weeks,  these  things  have  been  required  to  last  for  four  months,  so 
that  often  our  officers,  lying  iu  the  dirt  and  rairt  for  days  without  shelter,  have 
been  unable  to  perserve  the  ordinary  cleanliness  which  is  essential  to  health,  and 
many  have  broken  down  for  wantof  proper  food,  Dnriag  thegi'eater  part  of  the 
time  our  men  liave  lain  constantly  under  the  enemy's  fire,  at  any  moment  likely 
to  be  picked  off,  while  the  sound,  not  of  distant  artillery  and  musketry,  but  of 
the  closely  whistling  bullet  and  hnrstiog  shell,  has  seldom  been  out  of  their 
ears;  the  rest  which  they  have  experienced  by  the  simple  cessation  of  these  noises 
has  been  great.  Our  losses  in  the  slow  operations  of  the  trench,  on  picket,  iin 
daily  and  nightly  skirmishes,  as  well  as  in  the  battle,  although  distributed  over 
a  great  length  of  time,  yet  equal  in  the  aggregate  the  casualties  of  the  gi-eatest 
battles. 
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Tliejollotoing  report  exhibits  the  total  loss  of  the  division  in  kiUed  and  wounded 
during  the  cartvpaignfrom  the  Ith  of  May  to  the  Itk  of  Se2>temlier. 
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This  loss  of  1,225  officera  and  men  ia  to  be  compared,  not  ivitli  llie  aggicgate 
effective  force  of  8,4:60  men  with  which,  we  entered  upon  the  campaign,  but 
with  a  much  amallei'  average  in  the  field,  as  the  time  of  many  regiments  aooa 
expired,  reducing  oar  .strength,  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  to  an  aggregate  of 
4,840,  officera  and  men. 

The  following  table  of  effective  force,  made  since  the  close  of  the  campaign, 
may  be  profitably  compared  with  that  of  the  7th  of  May: 

EFFECTIVE  FORCE  OP  THE  THIRD  DIVISION  14TH  CORPS,  SEPTBMGEB  12,  1S64. 

First  hrigade — Colonel  M.  C.  Htinler,  82d  Indiana,  commanding. 
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Second  hrigadc — Colonel  N.  Gieason,  eighty-seventh  Indiana,  commanding. 
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Regiments  detached: 
JOtb  Indmaa  volaoteera,  Lt.  Col.  M.  B,  Taylor 
ISth  Kentucky  yoluntaors,  Lt.  Col.  H.  K.  Mihvoo 
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The  division  captured  during  the  few  monthB  nino  hundred  and  eight  (SOS) 
men,  including  Bixty-oae  (61)  officere.  One  hundred  and  forty-seven  of  these 
desired  to  be  sent  to  the  rear  and  classed  as  deserters,  tlie  rest  as  prisooers  of 
war.  It  will  be  seen  by  this  that,  while  the  division  has  not  lost  in  all  twenty 
(20)  prfeoners,  it  has  taken  from  the  rebel  army,  independent  of  those  killed 
and  wounded,  almost  as  many  siea  as  it  has  lost  ia  battle.  Some  flags  have 
been  eaptuved,  but  uot  all  turned  over  to  me;  of  material  trophies,  however, 
we  have  obtained  little,  except  arms  of  no  great  value  to  our  array.  This  long 
record  would  be  ineonipiete  should  I  fail  to  mention  espeoially  the  five  officers 
who,  aa  brigade  commanders,  have  been  my  chief  assistants  in  the  campaign. 

Brigadier  General  J.  B.  Turchin,  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  educated  aad 
scientific  soldiers  in  the  country,  and  a  more  devoted  patriot  than  most  of  those 
born  upon  our  soil,  commanded  the  first  brigade  with  distinguished  ability 
during  the  first  half  of  the  campaign.  He  was  then,  by  a  failure  of  health,  com- 
pelled U>  resign,  thus  inflicting  a  great  loss  upon  the  service. 

Colonel  F.  Van  Derveer,  thirty-fifth  Ohio  volunteer's,  the  brave  and  accom- 
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plislied  commander  of  the  second  brigade  at  Chickamauga  and  at  Mission,  ridge, 
remained  with  the  commaad  until  the  end  of  June.  He  also  has,  by  expiration 
of  service,  been  returned  to  civil  life. 

Colonel  G.  P.  Este,  who  has  commanded  the  third  brigade  during  the  cam- 
paign; Colonel  W.  Gleason,  who  succeeded  Colonel  Yan  Derveer  in  command 
of  ^le  second  brigade,  and  Colonel  M.  B.  Walker,  who  has  succeeded  Brigadier 
General  Turohin,  have  all  exhibited  a  high  degree  of  capacity.  Their  dei'otion 
to  duty,  their  bravery  in  action,  and  tLieir  distinguished  services  throughout 
the  campaign  merit;  reward,  and  I  recommead  them  for  promotion  or  brevets. 

To  the  officers  of  my  own  stafF  my  own  thanks  and  the  thanks  of  the  command 
are  due  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  their  duties  have  been  performed,  and 
the  promptness  with  wbich  we  have  been  kept  supplied. 

Those  who  have  remained  with  me  in  the  field,  sharing  all  the  hardships,  pi ' 
valions,  and  dangeiB  of  the  campaign,  are  deserving  of  special  honorable  me 
tion.  They  are  :  Major  J.  A,  Lowrie,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Major  J.  j 
Connelly,  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  Illinois  volunteers,  assistant  inspector 
general ;  Captain  John  Moulton,  second  Minnesota  volunteers,  provost  marshal 
Captain  E.  K.  Biittrick,  Wisconsin  volnnteers;  Captain  Jobn  W.  jUheson 
assistant  adjutant  general ;  Lieutenant  Ira  C.  Lawver,  ninety- second  Illinois, 
aide-de-camp ;  Lieutenant  George  K.  Anderson,  fifteenth  United  States  infantry, 
acting  commissary  of  musters  and  acting  aide-de-camp;  Surgeon  F.  Lloyd, 
United  States  volunteers,  mc-dlcal  director. 

I  commend  these  officers  to  the  favorable  notice  of  my  commanders  willi 
whom  they  may  hereafter  serve, 
RespectfnJlv  submitted : 

A.  BAIED, 
Brigadier  General,  CommandiTtg  DiBision, 

Offidulr 

Assistant  A^utant  General, 

8.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-camp. 

Hgauquarters  20th  Cobps,  Armv  of  the  Cumberland, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  Septetnber  19,  1S64. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  a  report  of  the  division 
and  brigade  commanders  of  this  corps  of  the  operations  of  their  respective  com- 
mands during  the  recent  campaign. 

The  corps  was  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Hooker  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign  til!  July  27.  A  report  of  its  operations  during 
this  period  will  probably  be  forwarded  you  by  General  Hooker'.  I  have  sent 
him  duplicates  of  the  enclosed  papera. 

Brigadier  General  A,  S.  Williams  wm  in  command  of  the  corps  from  July  27 
to  August  27.  I  enclose  his  report  for  this  period.  The  corps  marelied  from 
its  position  near  Atlanta  during  the  night  of  August  25,  and  took  position  on 
the  Cbattabooehee  river,  covering  the  railroad  bridge  and  the  fords  at  Pace's  and 
Turner's  ferries — the  first  division  near  the  bridge,  the  second  at  Pace's  ferry, 
and  the  third  at  Tui'ner's  ferry.  From  the  27th  of  August  till  September  1  the 
troops  were  engaged  in  constructing  works,  strengthening  their  works,  and  re- 
connoitring parties  out  daily  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  Atlanta, 

On  the  night  of  September  1  heavy  explosions  were  heard  in  direction  of  At- 
lanta, and  a  force  was  at  once  oi-dered  from  each  division  to  make  reconaoissance 
ia  this  direction. 

The  command  fi-om  tbe  tbird  division,  under  Colonel  Coburu,  on  approaching 
the  city  was  met  by  the  mayor,  who  made  a  formal  surrender  of  the  town  to 
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him,  and  iiifoi-med  Colonel  Oobui-n  that  the  enomy  had  evacuated  durii!^  the 
previous  nigbt ;  that  the  only  ti-oops  then  in  the  city  consisted  of  a  foi-ce  of  cav- 
alry under  General  Ferguson.  On  entering  the  city  a  few  ehots  were  exchanged 
between  our  troops  and  this  bctdy  of  cavalry  ;  ahout  oao  hundred  yrisonera  were 
taken.  I  at  once  moved  forward  seven  brigades  of  my  command  and  occupied 
the  works  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy  kft  in  his  works  and  in  the  city  twenty 
(20)  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  small  arms.  He  destroyed  six  lo- 
comotives, and  eighty-one  cars  loaded  with  ammnnition.  email-arms,  and  stores. 
I  am,  sir,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOOUM, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Brig.  Geo.  W.  D.  Whipple,  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  Dtpartment  Cuviherland. 

UEAniiUAaTEHS  FiKST  DIVISION,  20th  Abmv  Corps, 

Atlanta,  Ga ,  September  20,  1864. 

Ge.veral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sxibmit  the  following  reports  of  the  movements 
of  the  20th  array  corps  while  under  my  comroand,  from  July  28  to  Augast  27 
last,  inclusive. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  in  obedience  to  Special  Ordei-s  No.  215,  department  of 
the  Oumherland,  I  assumed  command  of  the  corps,  Major  General  Hooker  having 
been  relieved  at  his  own  request. 

At  this  time  the  first, division  of  the  corps  occupied  the  breastworks,  still  in- 
complete, connecting  on  its  right  with  the  14th  corps,  near  the  Westei-n  and 
Atlanta  railroad,  about  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  Atlanta,  and  extended 
northeasterly,  with  the  second  (Geary's)  division  on  its  left,  connecting  with 
the  works  of  the  4th  corps.     The  third  (Ward's  division)  was  in  reserve. 

On  the  29th  of  July  Ward's  division  was  seat,  pursnant  to  the  orders  of 
the  major  general  commanding  the  department,  to  support  Davia'a  division  of  the 
14th  corps  in  making  a  reconnoissance  to  the  right  of  the  army. 

On  July  30  Brigadier  General  Knipe,  commanding  first  division,  was  ordered 
to  take  and  occupy  a  Mil  not  over  three  hundred  (300)  yards  distant  from  one 
of  the  enemy's  fi.eld- works  on  the  Marietta  road,  and  ahout  the  same  distance  in 
front  of  the  interval  between  first  and  second  brigades  of  first  division.  It  was 
occupied  hy  the  enemy's  pickets  in  strong  pits  and  defences,  and  its  crest  and 
approaches  were  under  close  fire  of  his  works.  The  picket  line  of  this  division, 
supported  hy  two  small  regiments,  made  a  dash  for  the  hill  and  seized  it  with 
a  loss  of  but  four  (4)  men,  capturing  ono  hucdred  and  eleven  (111)  men  and 
eight  ( 8)  commissioned  officers,  and  one  wounded  of  the  enemy's  picket.  Before 
the  crest  coidd  be  intrenched,  the  enemy  opened  upon  onr  men  from  several  bat- 
teries, and  during  the  day  detachments  from  the  first  division  lost,  in  holding  it, 
two  (2)  officers  killed, and  eleven(H)  men  killed  and  fifty-seven  (57)  wounded. 
We,  however,  held  and  strongly  fortified  the  hill,  compelling  the  enemy  to  per- 
manently close  all  the  eiabrasures  on  the  front  face  of  bis  nearest  works.  The 
hill  remained  ia  our  possession  till  the  corps  withdrew  to  the  Ohattahoochee. 
For  the  purpose  of  burning  some  buildings  upon  it,  this  same  hill  had  been  pre- 
viously taken  by  our  picket  line,  supported  by  tha  thirteenth  New  Jersey  vol- 
unteers, under  Colonel  E.  A.  Cannan,  general  officer  of  the  day,  in  which  affair 
we  captured  ahout  twenty  of  the  enemy,  with  a  loss  of  one  killed  and  three  (3) 
wounded.  No  effort  was  made  to  hold  the  hill  at  that  time,  and  the  enemy 
strongly  re-enforced  the  picket  upon  it. 

On  the  3d  of  August  Ward's  division  returned  from  the  recoanoissance 
towards  the  right,  and  on  the  4th  relieved  two  divisions  of  the  14th  corps,  and 
occupied  their  works.  The  third  brigade,  first  division,  14th  coips,  remained, 
and  was  temporarily  placed  imder  the  orders  of  Brigwdier  Gfeneral  Ward,  com- 
manding the  third  division,  20th  corps.     Our  line  at  this  time  extended  two  and 
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a  half  (Sj)  miles,  rrora  the  5tli  to  tlie  10th  of  Atigiiet  tlie  line  of  Wai-d's  di- 
vision ivaa  seyeral  times  moyed  forward,  (fi^aiuing;  towards  the  enemy's  works 
from  a  half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile,)  and  new  works  were  bnilt,  keeping  up 
connesion  on  the  right  of  Corse's  division  of  the  IQth  corps.  The  line  of 
llo^gers,  second  brigade,  was  also  moved  forward,  to  perfect  the  line  between 
the  left  of  Ward's  division  and  first  division,  first  biigade.  Geary  also  estab- 
lished and  comjileted  his  line  in  advance  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  corps  con- 
necting with  the  4th  corps. 

From  11th  to  25th  August  no  changes  of  consequence  were  made  in  the  line. 
The  firing  of  the  light  and  rifled  guns  of  the  corps  was  daily  kept  up  upon  the 
town  and  the  enemy's  works,  and  several  noisy  demonstrations  were  made  liy 
our  heavy  skirmish  line,  in  obedience  to  superior  ordere.  Ho  org'auized  advance 
upon  the  enemy's  position  was  attempted.  Casualties,  though  not  large,  were 
of'  daily  occurrence. 

On  the  25th  of  August  the  wagons,  ambnlauces,  and  a  portion  of  the  artillery 
having  been  removed  the  previous  day,  and  the  remainder  just  after  dark,  the 
several  divisions  were  withdrawn  from  our  main  line  about  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  and 
massed  about  eight  hundred  yards  in  the  rear.  The  fii«t  division,  General 
Kiiipe  commanding,  with  Harrison's  brigade  of  the  third  division,  was  plaei'd 
near  the  Montgomery  ferry  road ;  the  second  (Geaiy's)  division,  near  the  Powell 
Mill  and  Pace's  ferry  road ;  and  two  biigades  of  the  third  (Ward's)  division,  near 
the  Turner's  ferry  road.  These  several  columns  were  ordered  to  move  on  these 
roads  towards  the  Chattahoochee  as  soon  as  the  rear  of  the  4th  corps,  marching 
from  our  left,  bad  passed  their  respective  positions. 

Knipe  ■w&b  ordered  to  take  up  a  line  on  the  south  side  of  Montgomery  ferry, 
at  the  rail  crossing,  and  to  protect  the  bridges  there,  throwing  Harrison's  brigade 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  Geary  was  directed  to  occupy  the  high  gi'ound 
about  the  military  bridge  at  Pace's  ferry  with  two  brigades,  and  send  one  to  the 
jirominent  bluff  about  a  mile  north  of  the  railroad  crossing  at  Montgomery  ferry. 
Ward  ivas  to  hold  the  bills  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  Turner's  ferry.  The 
columns  were  not  able  to  move  before  9  o'clock  at  night.  The  picket  line  was 
not  withdrawn  from  our  works  until  near  diiylight.  Each  column  reached  its 
proper  position,  oa  the  river,  and  the  pickets  rejoiaed  their  commands  without 
molestation  and  without  loss.  Subsequently  attacks  of'  no  very  eerioua  char- 
acter were  mad<'  upon  both  Geary's  and  VVai-d's  defences  and  were  easily  repulsed. 

On  the  27th  of  August  I  was  relieved  by  Major  General  H.  W.  Slociim,  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  to  command  the  corps,  and  on  the  following  morning 
resumed  command  of  my  division.  During  my  brief  command  of  the  corps  I 
received  the  cheerful  and  effective  co-operation  of  the  dirision  commanders  and 
of  the  staff  officers  of  the  corps.  I  ought  especially  to  name  Lieutenant  Colonel 
II,  W.  Perkins,  assistant  adjutant  genera],  whose  industry,  experience,  and 
capacity  in  his  depai-tmcut,  I  found  of  especial  valae.  Lieutenant  Colonel  C. 
W.  Asmuson,  assistant  inspector  genera!,  who,  in  addition  to  his  office  duties, 
rendered  me  most  valuable  assistance  in  establishing  lines  and  constructing  new 
defensive  works;  Captain  S-  E.  Pitman,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Captain  A. 
T.  Masoy,  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  New  York  volunteers,  assistant  aide- 
de-camp,  and  First  Lieuteriant  George  Itobinson,  aide-de-camp,  acted  as  my  per- 
sonal staff  while  I  was  in  command  of  the  corps. 

The  report  of  division  commanders,  which  have  already  been  forwarded,  will 
give  a  list  of  casualties  and  additional  detail  of  the  movements  and  operations 
of  their  respective  commands  during  the  period  covered  hj  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier  Generul  of  Volnnleers. 

Brig.  General  W.  D.  WinrPLE, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Dep't  of  the  Cwmberland. 
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liliADUL'ARTEES  SECOND  DlVlSlOX  SOTH  AeMY  CORPS, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  15,  1864. 

Colonel;  In  pursuance  of  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operationa  of  my  commaud  during  the  campaign  just  terminated  by 
the  capture  of  Atlanta.  The  consolidation  of  the  11th  and  I2th  army  corps 
having  been  ordered,  the  three  brigades  composing  the  second  division  of  the 
corps  wore,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  huudred  and  ninth  regliaent,  Penn- 
sylvania veteran  volunteei-a,  (which  remained  as  a  nucleus  of  a  new  brigade,) 
consoiidated  into  two,  the  first  and  third.  The  first  brigade  consisted  of  the 
twenty-eighth  and  one  hundred  and  forty- seventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and 
the  fifth,  seventli,  twenty-ninth,  and  sixty-  sixth  regiments  of  Ohio  volunteers, 
composing  an  effective  force  of  2,S46  ofScers  and  men,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Charles  Candy.  The  second  brigade  was  composed  of  the  twenty-eeventb, 
seventy- third,  and  one  hundred  avid  ninth  Pennsylvania  voluateers,  of  the  one 
hundred  and  nineteenth,  one  hundred  and  tbirty-fortb.  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty-fonh  New  York  volttnleers,  and  of  the  thirty-third  regiment  New  Jersey 
volunteera,  containing  an  effective  force  of  1,762  officers  and  men,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Adolph  Buschbeck.  "With  the  exception  of  the  one  huudred  nvA 
ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers  all  the  regiments  comprising  riiis  brigade  were 
formerly  connected  with  the  11th  corps.  The  third  brigade  consisted  of  the 
twenty-ninth  and  one  hundred  and  eleventh  regiments  of  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers, and  of  the  sixtieth,  seventy-eighth,  one  hundred  and  second,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seventh  and  one  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Hew  York  volauteers,  eoa- 
taiuing  an  effective  force  of  2,643  officers  and  men,  commanded  by  Colonel 
David  Ireland.  The  artilleiy  attached  to  the  divis'on,  comprised  Independent 
Pennsylvania  battery  E,  commonly  kaowu  as  Knapp's  Pennsylvania  battery, 
and  the  thirteenth  New  York  battery,  both  commanded  by  Captain  William 
Wheelev  as  chief  of  the  division  of  artillery,  which  numbered  256  officers  and 
men  effective  for  the  field  The  total  effective  force  of  the  division,  including 
officers  and  men  of  the  headquartere  of  the  division,  was  7,043;  the  aggregate 
of  officers  and  mjn  of  all  conditioas  present  in  the  di^isiou  being  7,007. 

At  the  date  of  the  reception  of  marching  orders,  as  for  some  time  previously, 
the  first  brigade  garrisoned  the  post  of  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  and  vicinity;  the 
third  brigade  occupied  Stevenson  and  the  railroad  westward  to  Anderson;  the 
second  brigade,  lying  near  the  base  of  Lookout  mouataia,  formed  part  of  the 
guard  for  the  valley. 

On  the  Ist  of  May  orders  were  received  directing  me  to  convene  my  division 
at  Bridgeport,  at  which  place  Ireland's  brigade  joined  me  on  the  evening  of  the 
second. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  I  received  a  despatch  from  Major  Greneral 
Hooker  directing  me  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  move,  and  during  the 
day,  from  the  same  source,  an  order  to  move  on  the  morning  of  the  third  towards 
Chattanooga  valley. 

May  3,  1864.— At  9  o'clock  a.  m.  the  first  and  third  brigades  set  forward, 
and  ailer  marching  uutil  2  p.  m.,  I  halted  them  at  Shellmonnd  in  order  that  my 
wagon  train  might  reach  me  without  overtasking  the  mules,  many  of  which  had 
never  before  been  harnessed.  A  few  days  previonaly,  under  orders  from  Major 
General  Thomas,  I  had  deta<;hed  Colonel  Pardee,  one  hundred  and  forty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  vohinteers,  with  400  of  the  fii-st  brigade,  to  take  charge  of  and 
man  one  of  the  gunboats  recently  built  at  Bridgeport  for  the  purpose  of  patrol- 
ling the  river  (Tennessee)  westward.  The  duties  required  of  this  detachment 
were  performed;  and  having  taken  up  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Larkinsville  it  was 
brought  safely  to  Bridgeport,  where  the  gunboat  was  turned  over  to  Captain 
Edwards,  assistant  quariermaster  and  on  the  evening  of  the  third,  Colonel  Par- 
dee joined  me  at  Shellmonnd.    Another  detachment  of  my  division  joined  me 
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at  the  same  place,  being  a  party  of  mechanics  whom  I  had  detailed  to  coiistract, 
under  my  peraonal  supervision,  a  roadway  for  wagons  on  the  railroad  bridge 
across  the  Tennessee  at  Bridgeport. 

May  4. — The  weather  being  sultry  I  marched  at  eai-ly  dawn,  and  with 
scareelyanincident  worthy  of  note  passed  Whiteside  and  Lookout  valley,  crossed 
Lookout  mountain,  and  encamped  in  the  Chattanooga  Talley;  the  distance 
travelled  being  twenty-two  miles.  Here  I  was  joined  hy  Busohbeck's  brigade, 
which  bad  marched  from  Lookout  valley  during  the  afteraoon. 

May  5. — My  division  for  the  first  time  entirely  uuited.  Mai-ched  via  Rose 
gap,  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Gordon's  springs,  but  the  roads  in  that  direction 
being  thronged  with  troops,  my  orders  were  changed  and  I  marched  to  Post  Oak 
clmreh,  four  miles  from  Ringgold.     Near  this  point  the  division  encamped. 

May  6. — Marched  thence  to  Pea  Viae  church,  which  was  reached  before  noon. 
Here  the  division  encamped  in  order  of  battle. 

May  7. — Leaving  Pea  Vine  church  my  command  crossed  Taylor's  ridge, 
passed  Gordon's  springs,  near  which  I  met  General  Kilpatrick,  in  his  movements 
upoa  Villanow,  with  the  other  brigades.  I  reached  Tliornton'a  farm,  on  the 
Rnme  road,  shortly  before  dusk.  Here  I  encamped,  my  line  moving  parallel  to 
the  road,  which  was  cummauded  on  my  right  by  a  section  of  the  thirteenth  Now 
York  battery.     The  night  passed  without  an  attack. 

MILL  CREEK  GAP. 

May  8. — I  received  orders  as  follows ;  "  March  without  delay  to  seise  the  gap 
in  the  Rocky  Land  ridge  called  Bahh's,  and  to  establish  yoiu-self  strongly  at  Uiat 
place.  Take  your  two  brigades,  and  send  word  as  soon  as  you  are  in  positioa. 
Take  no  wagons  and  but  few  ambulaaees."  Having  no  map  of  the  road  or 
country  I  took  a  citizen  as  guide  and  moved  as  ordered  with  my  two  brigades 
and  two  batteries  of  artillery  at  li  o'clock  a.  m.  The  road  taken  was  narrow 
and  billy,  but  was  by  several  miles  the  most  direct  to  the  point  designated,  the 
distance  by  it  being  five  miles.  On  reaching  Mill  Creek  valley,  at  the  foot  of 
Cliattooga  ridge,  (named  in  the  order  Rocky  Land  ridge,)  my  skirmishers  came 
upon  the  enemy's  cavalry  pickets  near  Babb'a  house;  these  retreated  hastily 
across  Mill  creek,  pursued  by  my  skirmishers,  and  made  their  way  to  the  moun- 
tain crest,  by  the  only  road,  that  leading  to  Dalton.  My  preparations  were  im- 
mediately made  for  attacking  the  enemy,  who  were  in  plain  sight  along  the  crest 
of  the  mouutain.  The  entire  range  hero  is  known  as  the  Chattooga  ridge, 
one  of  that  numerous  class  in  northern  Georgia  to  which  Mission  and  Taylor 
ridges  also  belong;  its  sides,  steep,  covered  with  forest  and  corrugated  with  ridgy 
spurs  and  formation  of  i-ock,  rise  abruptly  from  the  banks  of  Mill  creek,  which 
flows  along  its  base  in  a  northerly  direction.  The  banks  of  the  creek  are  fringed 
with  mai-sliy  thickets,  and  the  creek  itself  is  a  sluggish  muddy  sti-eam  with 
treachei-ouB  bottom. 

John's  mountain  is  a  peak  continuous  with  the  ridge,  but  rising  above  the  re- 
mainder of  it  about  200  feet,  and  situated  south  by  west  four  miles  from  Dalton. 
U'he  main  road  fromLafeyette  to  Dalton  creases  MUl  creek  at  Hall's  mill,  thence 
winds  up  the  steep  ascent  to  an  elevatioii  of  800  feet  from  the  valley,  and  there 
crosses  the  ridge.  This  i-oadway  has  been  cut  out  from  the  mountain  side  and 
through  the  pallisades  which  crest  the  mountain,  from  which  fact  comes  the  name 
of  Dug  gap.  Along  the  top,  facing  westward  for  miles  on  eithei'  side  of  the 
pass,  rise  pallisades  of  rock  impossible  to  scale  and  to  be  passed  only  through  a 
few  narrow  clefts  filled  with  loose  rocks  aod  wide  enough  to  admit  five  or  sis; 
men  abreast.  This  summit  I  closely  scanned  while  forming  for  the  attack  ou 
either  side  of  the  pass  aud  along  the  crest  of  John's  mountain.  In  addition 
to  the  natural  strength  of  the  position  were  breastworks  occupied  by  the  enemy 
but  in  what  force  could  only  bo  tested  by  attack.     McGill's  Pennsylvania  bat- 
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tfiry,  3-Itich  R  xlman  guns,  were  placed  in  position  in  tlie  fledl  near  Babb's  house, 
from  which  they  could  reach  the  ceest  with  their  fire,  and  the  fifth  aad  sixty-eixth 
Ohio  volunteers,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  volunteera  of 
my  first  brigade,  were  left  as  guard  to  the  artillery.  The  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteere  and  thirty-third  New  Jersey  voluuteers  of  my  sec- 
ond brigade  were  both  absent,  the  formeras  guard  to  the  train,  (wagon,}  the  iatter 
having  been  on  picket  duty.  With  the  rest  of  my  command  I  creased  the  ereek 
in  front  of  Babb's  house  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  advanced  the  one  hundred  and 
nineteenth  New  York  volunteers,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  up  the  moaatain, 
followed  by  Buschbeck's  brigade  on  the  right  and  Candy's  on  the  left,  eacli 
disposed  in  two  lines  of  battle  ;  knapsacks  had  been  unslnng  and  piled  before 
commencing  the  ascent.  Half-way  up  the  firing  became  lively.  The  enemy 
had  posted  skirmishers  thickly  across  the  steep  face  of  the  ridge  behind  rocks, 
logs,  and  trees,  and  their  fire  was  galling  and  destructive.  Oar  skirmish  liae 
advancing  rapidly,  though  they  had  to  fairly  climb  up  the  rough  asce»t,  drove 
those  opposed  to  them  back  with  loss,  and  reached  the  foot  of  the  palisades, 
Meantime  my  main  linos  pressed  steadily  forward,  under  a.  severe  musketry  fire 
from  the  top  of  the  palisades,  until  the  advance  regiments  were  halted  to  rest  and 
form  on  the  ground  held  by  our  skirmishers.  The  general  liue  of  advance  had 
inclined  at  an  augie  towards  the  Daiton  road,  and  my  extreme  left  was  now 
across  it.  The  atmosphere  was  hot  and  stifling,  and  the  ascent  was  one  of  the 
greatest  diiEcuIty.  After  a  halt  of  fifteen  minutes  the  palisades  were  charged 
impetnottsly  by  portions  of  both  brigades,  Buschbeck's  on  the  right,  and  Candy's 
on  both  sides  of  the  road.  The  attack  was  a  most  gallant  one,  oificors  and  men 
ruehing  through  the  few  narrow  apertures  or  climbing  the  precipice.  Many  of 
them  gained  the  creat,  but  were  met  by  a  tremendous  fire  from  a  second  liue  of 
works,  which  were  invisible  from  below,  and  were  shot  down  or  were  compelled, 
tojump  back  for  their  lives.  Here  hand-to-hand  encounters  took  place,  and  atones 
as  well  as  bullets  were  used  as  elements  in  the  combat,  the  enemy  rolling  them 
over  the  precipice,  endangering  our  troops  below.  Failing  to  hold  the  crest  after 
two  separate  assaults,  our  front  line  was  withdrawn  about  IfiO  yards,  and 
reformed  in  preparation  for  another  effort.  Knowing  that  the  enemy  would  hasten 
re-enforcMuents  to  the  point  attacked,  I  deemed  it  important  to  lose  no  time. 
One  plan  i-emained  to  be  tried.  My  rifled  batteiy  (McGiD's)  had  crossed  the 
creek  near  Babb's  house,  and  taken  position  on  a  cleared  knoll  at  the  base  of 
the  ridge.  By  my  order  it  now  opened  a  steady  and  well  directed  fire  on  the 
enemy's  position.  Under  cover  of  this  fire  the  tliirty-third  New  Jersey  Tolim- 
teers,  which  had  just  arrived,  was  ordered  to  ascend  the  mountain  and  attempt 
to  gain  the  creat  about  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  point  previously  attacked,  and 
at  a  place  where  the  enemy  didnot  show  a  stroiigforce.  Inthemcan  time  my  main 
body  were  directed  to  keep  the  enemy  in  tlieir  front  busy,  and  to  support  the 
movement  promptly,  again  charging  the  crest  in  their  front  as  soon  as  cheers 
from  the  thirty-third  New  Jersey  vohinteera  ahould  indicate  their  success  on  the 
enemy's  flank.  The  order  was  promptly  executed,  hut  it  was  found  impossible, 
by  the  thirty-third  New  Jersey  volunteers,  to  gain  the  palisades  at  the  point 
aimed  at  on  account  of  their  high  precipitous  formation,  and  they  were  obliged  to 
obliqiie  a  little  to  the  left.  There,  finding  a  few  narrow  apertures,  they  rushed 
through,  where  but  two  or  three  could  climb  abreast,  and  the  first  of  them  reaching 
the  crest,  their  loud  cheers  were  re-echoed  along  the  lines.  At  this  signal  the 
other  regiments  rushed  again  to  the  assatdt,  and  a  portion  of  the  twenty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  volunteere  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty-fourth  New  Tork  volunteere  again  reached  the  summit,  butit  was  impossi- 
ble to  hold  it;  so  few  at  a  time  could  clamher  Hp  through  the  narrow  clefts,  that 
the  enemy  overwhelmed  them  and  forced  them  off  the  cliffs.  During  these 
several  assaults  to  the  right  of  the  pass  the  twenty-ninth  Ohio  veteran  volunteera 
had  fought  heroically  on  the  left  of  it,  and  having  lost  very  heavily,  the  fifth  and 
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sixty-sixth  Obio  volunteers  bad  been  brought  up  to  its  support.  It  was  now  dusk, 
and  official  information  was  brought  me  from  , Colonel  Ireland,  commanding  my 
third  brigade,  that  the  movement  on  Snalte  Creek  gap  was  successful,  and  it 
was  ia  full  poasession  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  The  object  of  my  effort 
having  heea  fully  aceompliahed  by  securing  the  attention  of  the  enemy  while 
General  McPheraon'a  movement  was  made  on  Snake  Oreek  gap,  I  deemed 
further  continuance  of  the  action  unnecBBsaiy,  and  decided  to  withdraw  to  die 
foot  of  the  mouutain.  Two  aeetioaa  of  McGill's  battery  were  brought  acroas  Mil! 
creek  at  Hall's  mill,  and  from  a  position  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge,  on  the  left  of  ' 
the  road,  they  kept  up  a  coatiniious  fire  on  the  ooemy.  The  fifth,  aeventti,  and 
sixty-sixth  Ohio  volanteers,  which  had  not  been  seriously  engaged,  were  so 
deployed  aa  to  cover  the  movement.  Our  dead  and  wounded  were  all  removed 
to  the  field  hospitals,  and  my  eatire  command  was  withdrawn  and  encamped 
around  and  near  Babb's  house,  such  disposition  being  made  of  the  troops  as  to 
hold  the  position  against  attack  fi-om  any  direction.  During  the  night  breast- 
works were  constructed  encircling  oar  encampment  in  an  almost  continuous  line. 
Ireland's  brigade,  having  marched  from  Snake  Creek  gap,  rejoined  me  about  J  0 
o'clock  p.  m.  The  work  assigned  to  tliia  brigade  had  been  successfully  performed. 
In  conjunction  with  GrCneral  liilpatrick's  cavalry  it  had  marched  from  G-ordon's 
Springs  to  Villanow,  and  from  thence  to  Snake  Greek  gap,  which  it  held  nntil 
General  McPherson  amred  there,  thus  covering  the  movement  of  the  ai-my  of 
Iho  Tennessee  from  the  obsewatioas  of  the  eaomy.  For  the  particulars  of  this 
expedition  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  official  report  of  the  operations  of  Colonel 
Ireland's  brigade.  I  ieanied  from  prisonera  and  deserters  that  the  troops  opposed 
to  us  in  tbis  action  comprised  a  brigade  of  Arkansaa  infantry,  two  regiments  of 
Kentacky  cavalry,  and  Cleburu'a  division,  which  was  brought  aa  suppmt  during 
the  pendency  of  the  battle;  also  that  the  enemy  lost  in  killed  69,  which  exceeded 
the  numbei-  killed  ia  my  command,  iadicating  that  their  casualties  at  least 
equalled  mine. 

To  Colonel  Charles  Candy,  commanding  first  brigade,  I  am  indebted  for  his 
promptness  aad  efficiency  ia  haniiiing  his  troops  under  a  persistent  aad  galling 
iire.  Captain  Wheeler,  my  chief  of  artillery,  proved  himself  a  master  hand  in 
this  his  firac  action  nnder  my  command. 

I  mast  mention,  with  special  commendation.  Captains  Davis,  Veala,  and  Lam- 
bert, of  my  staff,  who  exhibited  more  then  ordinary  gallantry,  forming  the  troops 
and  assisfiiig  personally  in  the  heroic  assaulta  made  to  the  very  summit  of  the 
ridge.  Lieutenant  Colonel  ITlyon  and  Major  Fitzpatrick,  of  the  twenty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  volunteers.  Colonel  Fitch  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hayea,  of  the 
twenty-ninth  Ohio  volunteers.  Lieutenant  Oolonel  Jackson,  of  the  one  hundred 
and  thirty-fourth, and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Allen,  of  the  onehundred  and  fifty-fonrth 
New  York  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fourat,  thirty -third  New  Jersey  volun- 
teers, and  Major  Ciesson,  seventy-third  PeuDsylvania  volunteers,  also  deserve 
special  mention.  They  with  their  regiments  sustained  the  burduu  of  the  conflict, 
and  performed  their  duty  in  the  most  trying  positions.  Captain  H.  0.  Bartlett, 
thirty-third  Wew  Jersey  volaateers,  aa  officer  of  great  bravery  and  merit,  was 
killed  at  the  head  of  his  company  after  he  had  reached  the  crest  of  the  paliaades. 
The  loss  in  the  twenty-ninth  Ohio  volunteers  was  particnlarly  severe,  Colonel 
Fitch  and  Lieutenant  Oolonel  Hayes,  two  of  my  best  field  officers,  both  received 
wounds  that  will  probably  disable  them  for  fiu'ther  service  in  the  field.  The 
adjutant  of  that  regiment  was  mortally,  and  several  of  the  line  of&cers  severely 
wounded.  Major  JFitapatrick  of  twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  volai]teei-s,a  most 
gallant  officer,  was  wounded  by  three  ballets  passing  through  both  legs. 
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Casualties  in  the  hattJe  of  Mill  Creel  gap.  May  8,  1S64. 
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May  9,  10,  and  11, — The  division  remainei^  encamped  neai-  tbe  foot  of  the 
moniitain,  guarding  the  approaehea  to  it  and  from  it  for  a  distance  of  five  miles. 
In  compliance  with  ordere  from  Major  General  Hooker,  early  on  the  moning'  of 
the  11th,  I  sGiit  one  regiment  of  my  diTision,  the  thirty-third  New  Jersey  vohm- 
teers,  to  the  trace  on  my  left,  where  it  relieved  two  of  Butterfield's  regiments. 

May  12. — My  whole  command  was  relieved  ^j  the  cavalry  divisir-n,  under 
Oolonei  Edward  McCook,  and  I  marched  to  and  throngh  Snake  Creek  gap, 
encamping  a  short  distance  beyond  its  eastward  openiog. 

May  13. — Marched  to  a  farm  near  Isaac  King's  house,  two  and  a  Latf 
miles  from  Eesaca,  and  at  3.45  p.  m.  fonned  in  columns  of  baftalious  across 
a  narrow  road  leading  into  tbe  main  road  from  Dalton  to  Calhoun,  Bntlur- 
lield's  division  being  io  our  immediate  front,  and  Williams  in  our  troat  and 
left.  At  7  p.  m.  formed  line  of  division  front,  occupying  Williams's  position, 
covering  the  main  road  from  Dalton  to  Itome,  and  throwing  up  a  line  of 
works.  Tho  first  brigade  resting  its  left  upon  the  road,  was  deployed  up  the 
hill  on  the  right,  the  second  and  third  brigades  occupying  the  works  on  the  left. 

BATTLE  OF  EESACA. 

May  14. — At  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I  moved  with  my 
first  and  thifd  brigades,  following  the  first  division,  passed  the  year  of  the  army 
to  the  extreme  left  on  the  Dalton  and  Eesaea  main  road,  at  which  point  the 
enemy  making  a  strong  attack  had  already  gained  some  advantage.  ""  " 
tance  marched  was  about  four  miles  through  fields  and  woods.  Being 
by  the  time  occupied  in  taking  position  by  the  division  preceding  me,  it  was 
after  dark  when  my  division  reached  the  position  assigned  it.  The  two  biig- 
ades  wore  placed  iu  line  on  the  left  of  Williams's  division,  covering  tbe  Dalton 
road  J  Ireland's  brigade,  being  tho  extreme  left  flank  of  the  army,  was  refused  in 
line.  These  dispositions  were  completed  and  a  connected  picket  line  established 
before  midnight.  The  enemy  (Stevenson's  division)  had  been  met  io  their 
successful  onset  by  the  advance  of  oiu-  corps  and  drivea  back  quickly  in  confu- 
sion to  tbeiv  main  lines.  We  passed  the  night  in  quiet,  having  hastily  erected 
breastworks  of  mils  and  logs. 

May  15. — At  3  o'clock  a.  m.  Buschbeck's  brigade,  which  had  been  left  behind 
by  order  from  the  major  general  commanding  tbe  corps,  arrived  and  formed  on 
Ireland's  left  and  in  his  rear.  My  artillery  and  trains  also  came  up  during  the 
night.  At  7  o'clock  a.  m.  I  yeceived  orders  to  send  a  strong  reconnoitring 
party  with  a  staff  officer  to  explore  eastward  towards  the  railroad.  The  sistietli 
New  York  volunteers.  Oolonei  Goddard,  and  seventy-eighth  New  York  volunteers. 
Lieutenant  Oolonei  Cheatfield,  were  detailed  for  the  purpose,  and,  accompanied 
by  Captain  Forbes,  inspector  on  my  stafi",  perlonned  the  duty,  striking  the  rail- 
road neai  Isaac  Adams's  house,  where  they  ascertained  the  enemy's  cavahy  to 
be  posted,  and  also  found  our  outposts  from  McCook's  command,  (cavaury.) 
By  11  a.  m.  they  had  returned,  and  in  accordance  with  ordere,  by  which  our 
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entire  corps  was  directed  to  attack  the  enemy  at  that  hour,  my  division  moved 
to  the  right  ahout  three -fourths  of  a  mile,  and  there  formed  column  for  att-ack. 
Owing  to  the  extremely  rough  and  hiily  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  small 
compass  withiu  which  the  entire  coijis  was  to  operate  in  the  first  charges,  the 
only  formation  by  which  my  command  could  be  handled  to  advantage  was  that 
of  column  by  regiments.  Ireland's  brigade  was  formed  in  advance,  nest  Busch- 
beck's,  last  Candy's.  The  position  occupied  by  the  enemy  was  one  strongly 
intrenched  on  an  irregular  conglomerate  of  hills  with  spurs  running  ia  every 
direction.  The  genertd.  direction  of  their  main  liaes  of  intrenchments  on  these 
hills  inclined  northeastward,  towards  a  bend  in  the  Ooaasauga  river,  forming  a 
refused  right  flank  to  their  army.  On  the  most  of  the  elevations  they  had  bat- 
teries protected  by  earthworks  of  various  descriptions,  and  so  disposed  as  to 
sweep  in  every  direction  the  lines  of  approach.  The  very  irregular  formation 
of  the  ground  gave  the  enemy  annsual  facilities  for  cross-firing  and  enfilading 
the  ground  to  be  passed  over,  and  they,  in  posting  both  their  artillery  and  in- 
fantry, availed  themselves  fully  of  these  advantages.  The  bills,  steep  and  rough, 
were  thickly  wooded,  the  narrow  ravines  between  generally  cleared.  Immedi- 
atoly  in  front  of  the  position  on  which  my  command  formed  the  attack,  a  small 
road  passed  a  nan'ow  ravine  running  from  the  enemy's  main  line  to  Dalton  road. 
Everything  being  in  readiness,  the  advance  was  ordered.  Ireland's  brigade 
crossed  a  ravine  and  a  hill  swept  by  the  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry  £re, 
and  drove  the  enemy  impetuously  from  another  hill,  and  turning  a  littli.'  to  the 
right  charged  with  wild,  ringing  cheers  for  the  captnre  of  a  battery  which,  from 
a  key  position,  was  dealing  death  on  every  side.  At  the  same  moment,  on 
Ii'cland's  left,  a  portion  of  Sutterfield's  division  was  racing  with  him  for  the  same 
deadly  prize.  The  advance  of  both  commands  i-eached  the  battery  nearly  to- 
gether, the  one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteere,  of  Ireland's 
brigade,  under  Colonel  George  A.  Oobham,  leading,  and  forcing  its  way  through 
the  jaws  of  death  till  they  had  their  hands  upon  the  guns  and  theircolora  on 
the  earthworks,  from  which  part  of  the  gunners  had  been  driven  and  tJic  rest 
killed  or  captured.  This  work  was  a  sunken  one  at  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and 
open  towards  its  rear.  Twenty  yards  in  rear  was  a  line  of  breastworks,  from 
which  a  deadly  shower  of  bullets,  poured  around  and  into  the  battery,  rendered 
it  impossible  for  men  to  live  there.  Colonel  Cobham,  with  that  coo!  and  accu- 
rate judgment  which  never  failed  him,  found  his  Ijttle  line  now  augmented  by 
other  portions  of  the  brigade  within  fifteen  (15)  yards  of  the  guns,  where,  by 
the  formation  of  the  gi'ouud,  hia  troops  were  less  exposed  to  the  terrible  fire, 
n'liile  at  the  same  time  his  own  muskets  covered  the  battery  fi-om  the  front. 
During  the  advance  of  Ireland's  brigade  a  body  of  troops  from  another  division, 
Bweepitig  through  the  brigade,  had  severed  it,  and  by  my  orders  all  of  it,  cxcept- 
iiig  three  regiments,  were  posted  in  reserve,  and  Colonel  Cohham  was  directed 
to  take  command  of  the  three  regiments  which  had  now  silenced  and  held  under 
command  of  their  guns  the  battery.  The  regimente  of  Buechbeck's  brigade, 
which  had  advanced  gallantly,  driving  tlie  enemy  from  two  hills  on  the  left  of 
Cobham,  were  not  far  from  him.  With  these  three  regiments  Colonel  Lochman 
was  now  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Cobham,  which  he  did  promptly.  Between 
3  and  4  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  orders  from  Major  Gi^neral  Hooker,  eoramanding 
the  corps,  to  relieve  whatever  of  General  Butterfield's  division  wns  then  holding 
position  in  the  front  line — half  of  my  second  and  third  brigades  were  then  with 
Cobham — from  the  remainder  of  my  command.  The  order  was  at  once  complied 
with,  and  all  of  General  Butterfield's  were  relieved ;  and  by  the  direct  order  of 
Major  General  Hooker,  as  well  as  my  own.  Colonel  Oobham  was  directed  to 
make  every  effort  to  secure  and  bnug  off  the  batteiy  in  his  front.  To  this  end 
I  sent  him  as  re- enforcements  the  fifth  Ohio  volunteers  from  Candy's  brigade, 
and  other  regiments  from  the  second  and  third  brigades,  numbering  in  all  ten  regi- 
ments, and  invested  him  with  full  command  of  all  the  troops  at  that  isolated 
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poiat.  I  had  iionr  seut  himone-lialf  of  my  entire  division.  Our  lines  werenovr 
Btvengtliened  and  establialied  in  readiness  for  fuithei'  movemeata,  General  Wil- 
liams's division  being  formed  entirely  on  my  left,  and  Generd  Buttecfield'a 
division  wlioUy  witbdrawn  aud  posted  in  reserve.  Mnsketry  fii-c  was  kept  up 
during  the  afternoon  and  night,  and  strong  works  wei-e  thrown  up  on  the  hills 
occupied  by  our  main  lines.  In  the  isolated  position  held  by  Oobham  it  was 
impossible  to  erect  eveu  a  slight  barricade  without  receiving  a  terrible  fire  from 
the  enemy,  fifty  (50)  yai-ds  distant.  In  irout  of  my  left  aod  Williams's  right 
was  a  long,  cleared  field,  occupying  two  bills  and  a  narrow  ravine,  and  extending 
to  a  wooded  Iiill,  on  which  was  the  enemy's  maia  line.  In  front  of  my  right 
was  a  iield  occupying  a  long,  wide  ravine,  extending  from  the  right  of  my  line 
to  a  cleared  hiii,  on  which  was  also  the  enemy's  main  line.  Through  this  ravine 
ran  the  road  previonsly  referred  tp.  Across  the  ravine  to  ray  right  were  lines 
of  intrench  men  ts  held  by  the  4tb  corps,  and  facing  eastward  at  right  angles  to 
my  front.  In  front  of  the  centre  of  my  main  line  a  series  of  timbei-ed  spurs  and 
knobs  estended  half  a  mile  towards  the  enemy's  main  lines  to  the  detached 
position  held  by  Cobham.  The  troops  se«t  by  me  to  his  snpport,  were  so  dis- 
posed as  to  hold  his  flank  as  well  as  possible.  The  only  rente  of  communication, 
witli  him  was  by  way  of  these  tiinbered  ridges,  which  were  swept  in  most 
places  by  musketry  and  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy's  main  lines.  About  .5 
o'clock  p.  m.  the  enemy  (Stevenson's  division)  debouched  from  the  woods  in 
front  of  my  left  and  General  Williams's  right,  and  charged  iii  column,  with  the 
effort  to  gain  possession  of  the  ridge  in  our  front.  The  attempt,  if  saccessfnl, 
would  have  exposed  Cobham  to  attack  from  every  side,  and  have  forced  him  to 
abandon  his  position ;  but,  though  the  enemy's  attack  was  a  spirited  one,  it  failed. 
A  tremendous  fire,  concentrated  oa  him  from  the  lines-of  my  division  and  those 
of  General  Williams,  almost  destroyed  his  leading  regimente,  (of  Brown's  rebel 
brigade,)  and  sent  the  attacking  column  haek  in  confusion  to  their  intrenchments 
after  a  half  an  hour  of  sharp  fightJQg,  In  this  af&iir  the  artillery  of  both  sides 
took  aa  active  part,  canister  and  shrapnel  being  principally  used.  During  the 
engagement  Colonel  Ireland  was  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell,  and  the  command 
of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  Colonel  Cobham;  that  officer  being  already 
intrusted  with  the  command  of  six  regiments  and  the  special  work  of  securing 
the  battery  in  his  front,  I  directed  Colonel  William  Kichards,  commanding 
twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  to  assume  command  of  such  regiments 
as  remtttued  in  the  main  line.  Wheeler's  battery  had  taken  position  in  my  line 
behind  log-works  constructed  for  the  purpose.  About  dusk  Colonel  Oobham 
reported  to  me  in  person,  and  received  instructions  to  dig  thi-ough  the  works  ia 
front  of  the  guns  and  bring  them  off  with  drag-ropes  during  the  night.  The 
necessary  tools  were  sent  out,  and  the  work  perfonned  with  alacrity  aud  tact 
by  the  officers  and  men  under  his  immediate  supervision.  In  the  darkness  of 
the  night  t!ie  men  crept  silently  on  hands  and  knees  to  the  little  fort,  and  care- 
fully removed  the  logs,  earthworks,  and  stones  in  front  of  the  four  guns.  At 
midnight  all  was  ready;  the  drag- ropes  were  attached  and  manned,  a  line  of 
brave  meu  lay  with  pieces  aimed  at  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  at  one  effort  the 
guns  were  drawn  out  and  taken  rattling  down  the  hill.  The  enemy,  on  the 
alert,  sprang  over  their  breastworks  aud  furiously  attacked  Cobham's  line.  The 
sharp  musketry  fire  aroused  all  onr  troops.  Those  in  the  intrenchments  to  our 
right,  across  the  ravine,  not  knowing  the  meaning  of  it,  evideiitly  believed  it  to 
be  an  attack  upon  their  main  line,  and  opened  a  ti-emendous  musketiy  fire,  much 
of  which  poured  into  Cobham's  lines  ftom  his  right  and  rear.  Word  w^  sent 
quickly  to  them  and  their  fire  was  stopped.  Cobham  held  his  position,  drove  hack 
the  enemy,  and  sent  the  guns,  four  12-pounder  brass  pieces,  to  my  headquarters. 
This  important  achievement  was  immediately  reported  in  writing  by  me  to  Major 
General  Hooker,  commanding  the  corps,  and  by  my  orders  the  tour  brass  pieces 
were  next  day  turned  over  to  the  ordaanoe  department  of  the  corps. 
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In  conchiding  tie  report  of  the  battle  of  Resaea  T  must  awai-d  the  highest  praise 
to  Colonel  Gooi'ge  A.  Oohham,  oDe  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers, 
whoue  dietingHiahed  bravery,  persistence,  and  coolness  of  judgment  contributed 
so  much  to  our  aaccess.  The  officers  and  men  temporarily  assigned  to  bis  com- 
mand entered  beartily  into  the  performance  of  the  duty  allotted  tbem,  while 
death  threatened  on  every  side.  The  position  taken  and  held,  and  the  duty 
perfoi-med,  including  the  capture  of  a  strongly-inti-enehed  and  well-defended 
battery,  were  such  as  required  no  ordinary  amount  of  skill  and  heroism. 

Colonel  Locbman  and  Lieutenant  Colonels  Ean^all,  Kilpatrick,  Lloyd,  and 
Fourd,  with  the  troops  under  their  command,  rendered  good  service  ia  their  i 
ecution  of  all  orders,  the  execution  of  which  was  intrusted  to  Colonel  Oobhi 
Colonels  Candy  and  Ireland,  and  Captain  Wheeler,  my  chief  of  artillery,  per- 
formed their  important  shares  in  the  work  bravely,  skilfully,  and  efficiently. 
Lientenant  Colonel  E.  F,  Floyd,  one  hundred  and  nineteenth  New  York  volun- 
teers, fell  mortally  wounded  at  the  bead  of  his  regiment  while  charging  the 
enemy's  battery.  In  the  same  charge,  Captain  Charles  Woelty,  one  hundi'cd 
and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volnnteers,  lost  bis  life  whOe  his  hand  was  on  the 

Casualties  in  flie  tattle  of  llesaca,  Georgia. 
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May  16. — Shortly  before  daylight  in  the  morning  it  was  found  that  the  en- 
emy bad  evacuated,  which  was  immediately  communicated  to  G-eneral  Hooker. 
The  sixtieth  New  York  was  sent  to  reconnoitre  in  tie  direction  of  Hesaca. 
With  my  entire  command  in  advance  of  the  coi'ps,  I  followed  closely  to  within 
a  mile  of  Resaea,  where  I  turned  to  the  left:,  and  after  waiting  for  orders  up- 
wards of  an  hour  at  the  crossing  of  the  Newton  road,  and  ascertainiug  that  the 
ferry  at  Newton  could  not  be  crossed,  I  proceeded  eastward  to  Fiter  ferry,  which 
was  reached  about  9  a.  m.  Here  I  crossed  half  of  my  command  in  a  ferry- 
boat which  wa^  brought  from  the  opposite  shore,  the  other  half,  with  the  artil- 
lery, crossing  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below,  the  water  at  the  ford  being  about  three 
feet  deep.  Passing  through  the  cavalry  command  of  G-eneral  Stooemau,  I 
pressed  oa  to  McOlure's  feriy  on  the  Coosawattee,  a  beautiful  stream,  one  hun- 
dred yards  in  width,  on  the  southern  bank  of  which  I  found  the  enemy's  scouts. 
Posting  a  section  of  artillery  on  a  proraineat  knoll  commanding  the  opposite 
bank,  to  protect  the  passage,  I  crossed  my  infantry  on  two  old  ferry-boats,  upon 
which  I  subsequently  constructed  a  bridge,  over  which  the  ai'tillery  and  wagons 
of  my  own  and  other  divisions  of  the  corps  were  crossed  daring  the  night,  aad 
on  the  following  morning  encamped  about  a  mile  south  of  the  ferry. 

May  17. — At  one  p.  m.  marched  out  the  Resaea  and  Adairsville  road,  camp- 
ing near  the  junction  of  the  Adairsville  and  the  Calhouu  road,  about  4  miles 
from  Calhoun. 

May  18. — Broke  camp  at  8^  oelock  a.  m.,  aud  made  a  forward  march  of  aboat 
15  miles  to  the  foot  of  Gravelly  Plateau,  on  the  Oassville  road,  eight  miles  from 
liingaton,  where  I  encamped.     Butteriield  in  my  front,  Williams  in  my  rear. 

May  19. — Being  ordered  to  send  one  regiment  oa  a  reconnoissance  towards 
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Kingston,  and  to  be  ready  to  support  it  with  the  entire  diviaiou,  I  sent  out  the 
fifth  Ohio  voitmteera,  and  soon  after,  under  further  orders,  I  followed  it  with  tlic 
whole  command.  Marching  across  Grravelly  Plateau  in  a  southerly  direction, 
through  imbroken  forests,  over  deep  ravines,  and  muving  ipy  artillery  with  great 
difGculty,  I  connected  with  the  14th  corps  at  10.30  a.  m.  I  moved  until  within 
sight  of  ndioad  at  Kingston,  then  moving  eastward  and  at  3  p.  m.  connected 
with  Butteilield  at  Price's  house,  on  the  CassviUe  and  Kingston  road.  Here  I 
found  Entteifield  m  line  of  battle,  shelling  the  enemy  in  the  woods  by  order. 
By  a  leconnoissanee,  sent  out  towards  the  railroad,  I  connected  with  Newton's 
division  of  the  4th  corps,  and  then  moved  forward  (crossing  Two  Rim  creek) 
south  of  the  m*vm  road,  to  Cassville,  pressing  the  rear-gnard  of  the  enemy  (re- 
treatmg)  and  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners.  Formed  line  with  tlie  4th  corps 
on  my  right,  Butterfieid  and  Williams  on  my  left.  Artillery  and  musketry 
firing  upon  the  evacuating  foe  contiinied  until  long  after  dark,  when  my  com 
mancl  went  into  camp  half  a  mile  west  of  CassviUe  near  Pendegrast's  house. 

M.ay  20,  21,  and  23. — Remained  in  camp.  Inspected  my  command,  prepared 
in  every  way  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the  campaign.  On  the  20th  re- 
ceived orders  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  the  23d,  with  20  days'  rations, 
and  to  send  all  sick  and  wounded  to  the  rear. 

May  23. — The  term  of  service  of  the  twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers 
{Colonel  A.  Busebbeck)  having  expired,  it  returned  homo.  By  the  departure 
of  Colonel  Busebbeck,  Colonel  J.  P.  Lochman,  one  hundred  and  nineteenth 
Sew  York  volunteers,  being  senior  officer  present,  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  second  brigade.  Marched  at  6  a.  m.,  following  Btitterfield,  and  crossed  the 
Etowah  on  pontoon  bridge,  near  Milan's  bridge,  encamping  on  high  ground  one 
and  a  half  mile  south  of  the  river,  Williams  on  my  right,  Butterfieid  on  my 
left. 

May  34. — Under  orders  fvom  General  Hooker  to  push  the  enemy  across 
Eawaon  ei'eek  towards  Alatoona,  I  broke  camp  at  daylight  and  pushed  rapidly 
to  the  creek,  resting  a  line  of  skirmishers  upon  it  to  bold  the  Aiatooiia  road 
lu  this  position,  covering  the  movements  of  Williams  and  Butterfieid  towards 
Burnt  Hickory,  I  remained  until  noon,  when  I  was  relieved  by  the  83d  corps. 
I  then  moved  to  the  right,  through  fields  and  woods,  in  two  parallel  columns, 
with  skirmishers  moving  by  the  flajik,  along  the  creek,  which  I  crossed  about 
noon,  passing  through  a  deep  ravine,  and  up  the  sides  of  spurs  of  the  Ala- 
toona range.  Reaching  the  summit  I  halted  in  column,  and  going  in  pei«on  to 
the  creek  nbout  200  yards  above  the  point  where  my  troops  had  passed,  found 
the  artilleiy  and  entire  transportation  of  the  corps  detained  on  account  of  the 
unserviceable  condition  of  the  road.  Afier  bridging  the  creek,  at  this  point  al- 
most impassable,  and  cutting  a  road  along  the  mountain  side  up  which  tbe  trains 
had  to  pass,  I  remained  until  the  artillery  and  wagons  had  all  crossed,  and  then 
moving  on  through  dense  woods,  giving  the  road  to  the  artilleiy  and  transporta- 
tion, took  the  road  to  Burnt  Hickory,  a  short  distance  beyond  which  1  encamped 
on  the  extreme  right,  Williams  on  my  left. 

NEW  HOPE  CHURCH. 

Way  25, — At  7  a.  m.  I  marched,  with  my  command,  taking  tlie  road  to 
Dallas,  via  bridge  across  Pumpkiuvine  creek,  at  Owens's  mill;  William's  and 
Eutterfield's  divisions,  moving  respectively  by  roads  on  my  rigbt  and  left,  were 
to  cross  tbe  creek  by  other  bridges.  The  point  of  concentration  ordered  was 
to  be  Dallas.  (See  order  of  march  for  May  25,  dated  May  24,  headquarters 
Department  of  the  Cumberland.)  The  m^jor  general  commanding  corps  and 
myself,  with  our  staffs  and  escort,  preceded  the  troops  to  tbe  bridge  at  Owens's 
mill,  which  we  found  burning,  having  just  been  fired.  While  engaged  in  ox- 
I  Samea  and  repairing  the  bridge,  we  were  fired  upon  from  the 
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Iiill  Opposite,  proving  that  the  enemy  were  here  in  oar  front.  A  portion  of  Major 
Groneial  Hoo£ei''a  cavalry  escort,  fording  the  creek,  deployed  and  advanced  on  the 
opposite  side  through  the  woods,  driving  before  them  a  short  distance  what  proved 
to  be  an  outpost  of  25  cavalrymen.  My  infantry  soon  came  up,  and  the  re- 
pairs of  the  bridge  being  finished  by  the  pioneer  corps,  the  entire  division  crossed. 
Tbe  seventh  Ohio  volunteers  preceding,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  advanced  rap- 
idly in  the  direction  of  the  New  Hope  church.  Candy's  brigade  leading.  Near 
Hawkins's  house,  IJ  mile  from  the  bridge,  our  skirmishers  became  heavily  en- 
gaged with  those  of  the  enemy,  and  almost  immediately  a  furious  charge  was 
made  upon  us.  Our  skirmishers  resisted ;  Candy's  brigade  was  deployed  into 
line  on  the  double-quick,  and  after  a  sharp  engagement  the  charge  was  repulsed. 
The  skirmish  line  was  now  re-enforced,  and  was  extended  to  the  length  of  a 
mile,  hy  the  twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers.  The  remaining  four  regi- 
ments of  Candy's  brigade  were  deployed  in  line  of  battle,  and,  supported  by  my 
other  two  brigades,  moved  forward,  attacking  and  driving  steadily  for  a  half  a 
mile  a  heavy  force  of  Hood's  corps  which  opposed  us.  Jfrom  prisoners  cap- 
tured we  learned  that  Hood's  entire  corps  was  in  our  front,  and  Hardee's  not 
far  off,  in  the  direction  of  Dallas,  My  division — isolated  at  least  five  miles  from 
nearest  supporting  troops — had  been  sustaining  a  sharp  conflict  with  the  enemy 
for  four  hours.  Close  in  my  front  was  an  overwhelming  force.  My  com- 
mand was,  by  the  order  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  corps,  (who  was 
with  me,), halted  and  formed  on  a  ridge  in  the  woods  advantageous  for  defence, 
and  a  slight  barricade  of  logs  hastily  thrown  up.  My  skirmish  line  was  de- 
ployed to  a  still  greater  extent  than  before,  and  ordered  to  keep  up  an  aggres- 
sive fire,  the  object  being  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  our  weakness  by  a  show 
of  strength.  During  this  halt  a  charge  made  by  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  in  col- 
umn upon  that  part  of  my  skirmish  line  occupied  by  the  seventh  Ohio  volun- 
teers, was.  handsomely  repulsed.  The  skinnish  line  there  formed  nearly  a  right 
angle  towards  the  enemy,  who  charged  upon  the  centre  line,  not  seeing  that  upon 
their  flank.  When  the  three  regiments  neared  the  angle  they  were  met  by  a 
shai-p  fire  in  front,  and  a  heavy  enfilading  fire  from  the  left  flauk,  and  retreated 
in  hasty  disorder  and  with  considerable  loss.  Orders  had  been  sent  as  soon  as 
the  enemy  was  found  in  force  in  my  front,  by  the  major  general  commanding 
corps,  to  General  Bntterfield  and  General  Williams  to  march  their  divisions  to 
the  point  where  mine  was  engaged.  By  5  p.  m.  both  had  come  up  and  massed, 
Williams's  on  my  right  and  Butterfieid's  on  my  left  and  rear;  Each  division 
was  quickly  formed  for  attack  in  column  by  brigades,  Williams  leading,  But- 
terfleld  next,  my  division  as  a  reserve,  and  the  corps  advanced  upon  the  enemy. 
In  ihe  advance  Butterfieid's  brigade  moved  towards  the  flanks,  leaving  me  in 
support  of  Williams,  who  had  been  heavily  engaged,  driving  the  enemy  some 
distance.  I  received  orders  to  push  forward  and  relieve  his  troops.  This  was 
between  C  and  7  o'clock  p.  m.  The  movement  ordered  for  my  division  was 
made  with  great  rapidity  through  a  dense  wood  swept  by  a  heavy  artillery  and 
musketry  fire.  I'he  dischai-ges  of  canister  and  shell  from  the  enemy  were  heav- 
ier than  in  any  other  battle  of  the  campaign  in  which  my  command  was  engaged. 
The  troops  of  General  Williams's  division  were  relieved  by  this  movement,  and 
Cobham's  brigade  and  portions  of  Candy's  brigade  engaged  the  enemy  fu- 
riously at  short  range,  driving  him  again  until  dark,  when  my  command  was 
halted  close  under  the  enemy's  batteries  and  intrenehments  near  New  Hope 
church.  The  night  was  intensely  dark,  and  a  very  severe  thunder  storm,  with 
cold  pelting  rain,  added  to  the  gloom.  It  was,  therefore,  impossible  to  form  a 
regular  line  with  the  troops,  aad  all  the  disposition  of  them  we  could  make  were 
by  the  fitful  flashes  of  lightning.  Breastworks  were  thrown  up  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible during  the  night,  and  the  dead  and  wounded  were  all  cared  for  before 
morning. 
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May  26. — When  dawn  came  I  found  the  position  hdd  by  my  ti'oopa  to  be  a 
ridge  of  considerable  natural  strength,  confronting  another  ridge  at  a  distance  of 
eighty  yards  on  the  left,  to  three  hundred  yards  on  the  right,  on  which  ■were 
the  enemy's  main  lines.  Around  us,  in  every  direction,  were  thick  woods.  Tlie 
road  to  New  Hope  church  passed  through  my  lines  occupied  by  Oandy'a  brigade, 
the  flank  of  which  on  the  left  of  the  road  was  not  in  connexion  with  any  other 
troops.  At  this  point,  near  the  road,  my  linM  were  closest  to  those  opposing 
us,  and  sharpshooters  from  Candy's  brigade  were  ao  posted  as'  to  command  a 
battery  in  his  frout,  preventing  the  enemy  from  woildng  his  guns,  excepting 
now  and  then  to  deliver  an  occasional  shot.  Another  battery  in  Oobham's  front 
was  similarly  commanded  by  sharpshooters  from  his  brigade.  Strong  skirmish 
lines  were  posted  along  *our  front,  and  drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  into  their 
main  line  of  works,  and  kept  them  there  far  the  most  part  of  the  sncoeeding 
days  that  we  remained  in  this  position.  The  battle  of  the  a7th  was  altogether 
in  the  woods,  affording  no  opportunity  for  the  use  of  artilleiy  on  our  side.  In 
my  front  this  day  I  asctrtained  that  the  enemy  had  seventeen  pieces  of  artilleiy 
well  intrenched  in  their  second  line  of  works  on  the  top  of  the  ridge  occupied 
by  them.  This  line  of  works  was  very  strong,  with  re-entering  angles.  From 
mj'  skirmish  line  it  could  be  closely  reconnoitred,  being  distant  only  about  one 
hundred  yards.  In  addition  to  this  they  occupied  a  line  of  breastworks  at  the 
foot  of  the  ridge.  To  this  work  their  skirmishers  were  all  driven,  and  my  skir- 
mishers, advanced  to  the  farthest  point  possible,  were  ordered  to  hold  them 
there,  and  to  cover,  with  their  own  fire,  if  possible,  every  piece  of  artillery  in 
our  front.  Directions  were  also  given,  when  night  came  on,  for  the  consti'uetiou 
of  log  rifle-pits  of  tlie  V  pattern,  for  the  protection  of  my  ekirmiahers  and  sharp- 
shooters, the  number  of  casualties  among  them  being  quite  large  during  the 
day.  At  noon  troops  of  General  Stanley's  division  (4tn  corps)  eame  up,  and 
connected  on  my  left  by  a  refused  line,  and,  by  order  of  Major  General  Thomas, 
relieved  five  regiments  of  Oaady's  brigade,  which  had  held  the  left  of  the  road 
since  the  evening  of  yeslerday.  My  entire  division  was  now  formed  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  from  left  to  right,  iu  the  following  order:  Candy's  brigade, 
Lochman's,  then  Cobura's  brigade  of  Butterfield's  division,  aud  on  his  right 
Oobham's  brigade  of  my  division.  Two-thirds  of  each  brigade  formed  the  front 
line;  the  remainder  was  plaeed  in  reserve  near  the  foot  of  the  ridge,  under  pro- 
tection of  our  sharpshooters.  Breastworks  were  erecfed  during  the  day,  and 
wherever  possible  the  timber  in  front  was  slashed,  forming  an  abatia.  AH  of 
my  artillery  (twelve  pieces)  was  placed  in  position  along  my  line  during  the 
day  and  night.  The  enemy  made  frequent  sorties,  attempting  to  drive  in  my 
skirmishers,  establish  their  own  line,  aud  prevent  our  throwing  up  works,  but 
in  every  case  they  were  driven  back  with  severe  loss.  Their  artillery  was 
rendered  almost  entirely  ineiHeieut,  by  the  constaot  watchfulness  of  our  sharp- 
shooters, and  our  works  progressed  rapidly.  After  dusk,  Cobham'a  brigade 
being  relieved  by  Ward's,  of  Butterfield's  division,,  took  the  place  in  line  held 
hy  Cobnrn,  thus  bringing  my  entire  command  into  a  connected  line.  My  losses 
during  yesterday  and  to-day  were  376,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing ;  a  fdl  state- 
ment of  them  will  be  found  hereto  appended.  I  have  to  enumerate  among  the 
dead,  fallen  in  the  battle  of  New  Hope  ehuvch.  Colonel  John  H.  Patrick,  fifth 
Ohio  volunteers,  a  brave  officer,  who  had  served  with  his  regiment  since  April, 
186 1,  and  here  fell  mortally  wounded  by  a  canister  shot,  and  Lieutenant  Joseph 
W.  Hitt,  of  Colonel  Candy's  staff,  a  promising  young  oiSeer.  My  three  brigade 
commanders.  Colonels  Candy,  Lochman,  and  Cobham,  all  displayed  persona! 
gallantry,  and  performed  their  whole  duty  in  the  most  efficient  manner.  The 
behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command  was  excellent  throughout. 
For  twenty-foar  houra  they  were  actively  engaged  with  the  enemy,  without 
opportunity  to  cook  a  single  meal  or  make  a  cup  of  coffee.  I  sustained  a  personal 
osa  iu  the  capture  of  Captain  L,  E.  Davis,  of  the  seventh  Ohio  volunteers,  who 
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had  served  aa  aide-de-camp  on  my  staff  for  two  yeara,  and  had  earned  a  wide- 
.  spread  reputation  for  hie  extreme  gallantry  and  personal  daring. 

May  21. — Lively  skirmialiiag  all  day,our  sharpshooters  preventing  theenemy  % 
free  wse  of  their  guna,  (artillery.)  The  enemy  made  occasional  attempts  to  drive 
in  our  sklrmiahera,  but  were  each  time  driven  back  to  their  intrenchmeuts  with 
heavy  loss.  My  avtilleiy  kept  up  a  destructive  ftre,  enfilading  portions  of  the 
enemy's  works.  In  this  constant  watchful  war  between  skirmishers,  kept  up 
night  and  day,  here  as  well  as  elsewhere  in  similar  positions  daring  this  campaign, 
my  troops  thoroughly  proved  their  snperiority  as  sharpshooters,  invariably 
driving  tnem  from  their  posts. 

Dmiijg  the  28th,  29th,  30th,  and  Slst  days  of  May,  our  positions  and  daily 
routine  of  artillery  practice  and  sharpshootiug  were  unchanged.  Small  outworks 
for  the  protection  of  the  skirmishers  were  thrown  up  at  every  available  point, 
thus  diminishing  my  daily  returns  of  casualties. 

From  the  25th  of  May  until  the  1st  of  June  my  entire  division  was  under 
fire  without  an  hour  of  relief.  Owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  lines  and  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  no  one,  whethei  m  front  or  rear,  could  rest  with  any  assur- 
ance of  safety.  No  opportunity  bemg  offeied  fjr  proper  shelter,  rest,  and  diet, 
the  necessary  restilt  of  this  series  of  operations  was  a  large  increase  of  siekaess. 

Casualties  in  the  halde  at  Ntio  Hope  church,  Georgia. 


1 

1 

1 

a 

3 
49 

17 
433 

1 

Total 

" 

439 

18 

509 

June  1, — Being  relieved  by  Harrow's  division  of  the  15th  corps,  I  withdrew 
my  command  from  the  works,  and  forming  on  the  Dallas  road,  marched  to  tlie 
rear  of  the  left  of  Johnson's  division  of  the  14th  corps,  where  division  encamped, 
with  Batterfield  on  the  right  and  Williams  on  the  left. 

June  2.  — Moved  still  further  to  the  left,  io  the  direction  of  Alatoona  church, 
within  about  two  and  a  half  miles  of  which  I  placed  my  command  in  position 
on  a  thickly  wooded  ridge,  in  rear  and  in  support  of  the  23d  corps.  During 
the  day  heavy  storms  of  rain  and  hail  prevailed,  making  the  ground  heavy,  and 
swelling  the  creeks  so  as  to  renderj  them  almost  impassable.  Active  artillery 
and  musketry  fire  was  kept  up  in  the  front,  during  which  many  shots  passed 
through  our  camp,  in  which  also  several  shells  exploded. 

June  3,  4,  and  5. — Remained  in  same  position. 

On  the  3d  the  third  brigade  was  detached,  and  at  4  p.  m.  proceeded  to  the 
faiidge  on  the  Ackworth  road  over  Alatoona  creek,  with  orders  to  hold  the  bridge 
and  the  ford.  It  fonod  the  bridge  in  a  shattered  condition,  but  placed  it  in  good 
order,  remaining  at  this  point  daring  the  4th  and  5th. 

June  6. — Tlie  enemy  having  evacuated  the  works  in  the  immediate  front  of 
the  army,  the  division  marched  to  the  Marietta  road,  encamping  on  Hall's  farm, 
near  the  junction  of  the  roads  leading  to  Big  Shanty  and  to  Lost  mountain. 
Batterfield  and  Williams  on  the  right,  the  4th  corps  on  the  left. 

June  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  atid  19. — Remained  in  same  position,  having  thrown  up 
breastworks  to  cover  the  roads  approaching  the  front.  Advancing  my  skir- 
mishers and  feeling  the  enemy,  who  were  formed,  fortifying  the  ridges  connect. 
ingLost  mountain  and  Pine  hill. 
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On  the  7tl!,  Colonel  P.  H.  Jnnes,  one  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York 
volunteers,  having  reported  for  duty,  and  heing  the  senior  officer,  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  second  brigade. 

On  the  10th  orders  were  received  to  move  on  the  Marietta  road  towards 
Kenesaw  station,  but  the  4th  and  14th  corps  occupying  the  road  with  troop:5 
and  train,  prevented  any  movement  on  the  part  of  my  command. 

On  the  11th  the  term  of  service  of  the  seventh  Ohio  volnnteera.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  McOiellan,  having  expired,  the  regiment  departed  for  the  north.  During 
its  long  connexion  with  my  division  this  regiment,  by  gallant  service  upon  many 
fields,  on  which  it  lost  heavily,  earned  for  itself  a  reputation  of  which  Ohio 
may  well  be  proud. 

June  13, — ^By  direction  of  the  major  genei'al  commanding  corps,  I  moved  at 
noon  with  my  three  brigades  and  two  batteries  of  artilleiy  to  the  right  of  the 
Marietta  road,  passed  through  the  intrenched  lines  of  Williams's  division,  and 
formed  on  a  wooded  spur,  projecting  at  right  angles  fixim  his  lino  of  works.  My 
left  then  connected  with  the  right  of  Stanley's  division  of  the  4th  corps,  near 
Williams's  left.  The  general  front  of  the  4th  and  30th  corps  was  southward, 
my  troops  in  the  new  position  taken  faced  nearly  east,  my  right  rested  near  to 
one  of  the  principal  branches  of  Alatoona  creek,  on  the  north  bank  of  which 
were  my  pickets,  on  tie  other  those  of  the  enemy,  between  whom  skirmishing 
was  mdntained.  From  this  position  to  the  top  of  Pine  hill  was  about  one 
thousand  two  hundred  yai'ds,  in  direct  line  of  fire;  the  enemy,  reaehiug  from 
Kenesaw  mountain  on  the  right  to  Lost  mountain  on  the  left,  held  this  summit 
as  an  advanced  post  in  front  of  their  centre,  their  main  line  round  in  rear  of  it. 
Pine  hill  is  very  steep,  conical  in  form,  and  by  far  the  highest  between  Kenesav.' 
and  Lost  mountain.  On  its  summit  were  batteries  strongly  inti-enched,  and  around 
the  hill,  a  short  distance  below  the  summit,  were  circumvallating  works  held  ic 
force.  A  signal  station  was  also  ia  full  operation  on  this  eminence,  which  com- 
manded a  view  of  the  position  and  movements  of  oar  army.  Now  commenced 
the  work  for  its  redtictiou.  During  the  day  iny  front  was  strongly  intrenched, 
and  my  skirmish  lines  were  advanced  well  out  towards  the  hill.  Under  the 
supervision  of  Captain  Wheeler,  my  chief  of  artillery,  McGili's  battery  of 
3-inch  i-ifled  gnas  was  posted  in  our  works,  and  the  guns  were  trained  upon  the 
summit. 

June  14. — Early  this  morning  my  first  and  second  brigades  were  brought  np 
and  massed  respectively  in  rear  of  Ireland's  right  and  left;  McGfill's  battery 
opened  upon  the  enemy's  position  on  the  summit  of  Pine  bill,  and  kept  up  an 
accurate  and  efiective  firing  by  battery  during  tho  day,  with  occasional  replies 
fi'om  the  enemy.  I  noticed  a  group  of  rebel  officers  collected  nBar  some  tents 
near  the  summit;  calling  Captain  McGill's  attention  to  it,  I  directed  him  to  bring 
his  battery  to  bear  upon  the  spot,  the  sheila  struck  in  the  midst  of  and  around 
them,  causing  evident  consternation  among  them  and  their  immediate  reti'oat. 
Prisoners  afterwards  taken  pointed  out  that  as  the  spot  where  Lieutenant  General 
Polk  was  killed. 

Jtine  15. — It  was  discovered  that  Pine  hill  had  been  evacuated  during  the 
night.  Our  skirmish  lino  southward  was  pushed  forward  across  open  fields  to 
a  stream  in  the  woods,  running  westward  from  the  hill.  While  troops  from 
General  Stanley's  division  on  my  left  occupied  the  summit,  and,  reversing  the 
works,  planted  batteries  there.  Generals  Sherman,  Thomas,  Hooker,  Howard, 
Stanley,  and  others,  myself  among  them,  were  soon  assembled  at  that  point,  from 
which  the  i-elative  positions  held  by  the  two  armies  were  readily  determined. 
A  lively  artillery  engagement  w^  then  progressing  several  miles  to  our  left, 
along  the  railroad,  in  fr-ont  of  Kenesaw;  also  far  to  the  right,  in  the  direction 
of  Ilbst  mountain.  At  noon,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  Major  General  Hooker, 
I  advanced  my  division  (Candy's  brigade  leading)  from  our  line  of  works,  in 
a  southeasterly  direction,  one  mile,  crossing  two  streams,  until  we  reached  a  posi- 
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tion  ill  the  woods  to  the  right  of  and  not  fat-  fi-om  Pine  hill.  Here  my  command 
was  halted  and  formed,  each  brigade  in  two  lines,  Ireland's  oa  the  right,  Candy'a 
on  the  left,  and  Jonea's  in  the  centre.  This  advance  was  covered  by  the  one 
hundred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  volnnteers,  deployed  as  skirmishers. 
The  skirmirih  line  drove  in  that  of  the  enemy,  and  took  possession  of  a  line 
of  works  on  the  flank  of  Pine  hill,  which  the  enemy  had  not  quite  comjjleted. 
The  ground  on  which  my  division  was  now  placed  was  entirely  in  the  woods, 
and  furnished  a  series  of  steep  ridges  with  narrow  raviues  between  their  general 
inclination,  being  east  and  west,  with  frequent  deviations  by  way  of  irregular 
spurs  and  small  biOs.  No  troops  connected  with  me  on  either  right  or  left.  The 
one  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  volunteers  was  immediately  deployed 
in  skirmish  line  to  my  left,  and  formed  connexion  with  the  4th  corps  skirmishers 
at  the  base  of  Pine  hill,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant  from  my  left  flank.  The 
one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers  was  deployed  in  like  manner 
in  front  of  Ireland,  and  to  his  right,  hiit  could  make  no  connexion  with  any 
tioops  in  that  direction.  While  making  these  dispositions  I  received  orders  from 
the  major  general  commanding  corps  to  pneh  forward  at  once  in  assault  upon 
tJie  enemy.  The  orders  were  bronght  to  me  verbally  by  Lieutenant  Coloaei 
Perkins,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Colonel  Fessenden,  aide-de-camp,  who 
added  at  the  same  time  that  the  4th  corps  would  assault  to  my  left,  and  Butter- 
iield's  division  to  my  right,  2  o'clock  p.  m.  being  the  hour  for  the  concerted 
movements.  At  2.15  p.  m.  I  advanced  rapidly  with  my  entire  command,  formed 
as  stated  above.  Major  G-eueral  Hooker  then  being  present.  The  enemy  in  heavy 
force  was  encountered  at  once,  and  the  battle  became  severe,  lasting  until  after 
dark.  All  of  mybrigades  were  handled  very  handsomely  by  their  commandere, 
presei-ving  their  formation  in  two  lines  while  advancing,  and  fighting  desperately 
over  rongb  and  timbered  lidges.  Tbe  enemy  were  driven  from  two  ridges  which 
they  held  with  rifle-pits,  strongly  occupied,  and  my  troops  ehai'ged  impetuously 
up  to  the  very  mouths  of  their  cannon,  which  were  in  a  line  of  poweiful  works, 
on  a  high  ridge  which  forms  a  part  of  the  chain  south  of  Pine  hill,  and  connect- 
ing Kenesaw  with  Lost  mountain.  There  the  fighting  was  desperate.  The  enemy, 
driven  with  heavy  loss  into  powerftil  intrenehments,  on  which  they  bestowed  a 
week's  labor  in  preparation,  and  in  which,  in  my  front,  they  used  eighteen  (18) 
pieces  of  artillery,  fought  from  these  works,  knowing  that  if  they  were  carried 
by  ns  all  to  them  was  lost.  In  front  of  them  the  timber  was  slashed  and  strong 
abatis  and  chevans-de-frise  of  pointed  stakes  bad  been  formed.  Their  artil- 
lery, which  had  played  steadily  into  my  ranks,  was  now  used  with  redoubled 
effort.  My  troops  charging  into  the  abatis,  in  some  places  within  fitly  yards 
of  the  guns,  by  dark  had  silenced  many  of  them.  There  had  been  no  co- 
operating attack,  either  on  my  right  or  my  left,  both  of  which  the  enemy 
had  attempted  to  flank  during  our  assault.  This  attempt  of  theh-a  was  repulsed 
without  checking  my  advance,  the  attack  on  my  right  being  met  by  a  regiment 
from  the  second  line  of  Ireland's  brigade  changing  front  to  the  right ;  that  on 
tie  left  hy  a  regiment  from  the  second  line  of  Candy's  brigade  changing  front 
to  the  left.  The  one  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  volunteers,  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Jackson,  as  skirmishers  also  rendered  most  effective  service, 
holding  the  ground  between  Candy's  brigade  and  the  4th  corps,  and  following 
upon  movements  with  the  right  of  his  line.  Darkness  coming  on  the  battle 
diminished  to  heavy  skirmishing,  the  enemy  also  keeping  up  a  brisk  enfilading 
artillery  fire  upon  us  from  their  works  extending  beyond  my  left.  My  lines 
were  established  in  the  position  gained,  close  to  the  enemy's  main  works ;  so 
near  were  the  opposing  forces  that  it  was  extremely  hazardous  to  attempt  the 
eonstj-uction  of  breastworks.  The  sound  of  an  axe  was  the  signal  for  a  volley 
of  bullets  and  canister  from  the  enemy ;  but  by  cutting  timber  some  distance  in 
the  rear  and  caiTying  it  up,  by  the  help  of  old  lo^,  and  active  use  of  the 
spade,  a  tolerable  line  of  intrenehments  was  thrown  up  in  our  front  during  the 
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night.  I  ascertained  that  the  poeition  held  by  Ireland's  biigade  was  in  the 
opening  of  an  inside  re-entering  angle  of  the  enemy's  wotfcs,  this  exposing  him 
■  to  a  severe  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  from,  both  flanks  as  well  as  in  frpnt. 
His  brigade,  which  in  this  position  was  within  a  very  few  yards  of  the  enemy, 
(so  close,  indeed,  that  the  slightest  word  could  be  beard  by  the  opposing  force,) 
was  toward  morning  quietly  withdrawn  about  one  bandred  and  fifty  yards  to  the 
rear;  this  foiining  a  refused  line  on  my  right  flank,  in  his  fi-ont  a  strong  line  of 
breastworks  was  finished  by  morning.  My  skirmish  line  conoected  during  tlie 
night  with  that  of  Butterfield  to  my  right.  At  5  p.  m.  Williams's  division 
had  come  up  and  marched  in  my  rear.  Colonel  Robinson's  brigade  of  tlfat 
divisioD  reported  to  me  for  orders,  and  by  my  direction  took  position  in  line  on 
a  small  spur  about  one  hnndred  and  fifty  yards  in  rear  of  centi-e  of  my  line.  On 
this  spur  his  troops  erected  a  tempoi-ary  breastwork  of  logs.  About  the  same 
time  Knipe's  brigade  qf  Williams's  division  formed  on  Ireland's  i-efused  right,  and 
Rnger's  brigade  on  Candy's  refiised  left.  Knipe's  brigade  was  withdrawn 
from  that  position  in  the  night,  after  my  skirmishers  bad  connected  with  Butter- 
field's.  The  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  the  battle  of  Pine  Hill  was  fought 
prevented  the  nse  of  artillery  on  my  part.  Daring  the  night  works  with  embra- 
sures were  constructed  on  the  left  of  my  line  for  the  purpose  of  using  them  next 
day. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Brigadier  0-eneral  Williams,  commanding  first  division  of 
this  corps  for  bis  courtesy  in  tendering  me  the  services  of  Colonel  Robinson's 
brigade;  also  to  Colonel  Eobinson  for  his  promptness  in  responding  to  my 
wishes.  His  brigade,  although  not  bi-oiigbt  into  action,  was  placed  in  a  position 
in  resei-ve,  where,  in  ease  of  attack  by  the  enemy,  it  would  have  rendered  efilcieut 
service;  Colonels  Candy,  Jones,  and  Ireland  deserve  the  highest  commendation 
for  the  manner  iit  which  their  respective  brigades  were  manceuvred  ;  Oclonels 
Cobham  and  Pardee,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jickson  m  command  of  a  very 
extended  akirmisb  line,  conducted  their  advani,e  with  "fkdl  and  ^lUantiy  In- 
deed, it  is  difficult  to  select  names  tor  special  mention  in  this  battle  wbeie  every 
officer  and  man  acted  with  heroic  deteimmation 

TSe  members  of  my  staff  lendeied  me  quick  intelligent  and  unwearied 
services.  'I'he  proportion  of  ctsualties  among  officers  in  my  command  was 
unusually  great,  among  them  Captain  Ves^l  assistant  comraissaiy  of  musters, 
who,  acting,  as  aide-de-camp,  was  seveicly  wounded  tbtoughtheiung> in  tbeearly 
part  of  the  action. 

Among  field  Officers  wounded  was  Majoi  Oresson  seventy  thud  Pennsylvania 
volunteers;  Captain  G-umber,  commanding  one  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania 
volunteers ;  Colonel  Rickard's  twenty -ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers ;  Major 
Stegman,  one  hundred  and  second  New  York  volunteers,  all  of  whom  were  in 
command  of  their  i-espective  regiments. 

n  battle  of  Pine  Hill  Georgia. 
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June  IG. — Early  this  forenoon  Butterfield's  division  connected  with  my  right. 
Both  of  my  batteries  were  placed  in  position,  near  my  light  and  left,  and  opened 
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on  the  enemy,  enfilading  portions  of  their  works.  Tlie  enemy's  ai'tillery  fired 
aa  mucb  as  they  could  while  closely  watched  by  our  sharp ahootere.  The 
casualties  during  the  day  on  the  skirmish  line,  especially  in  the  second  brigade, 
were  severe.  The  enemy  made  several  sorties  upon  us  during  the  day,  our  close 
proximity  being  very  harassing  to  them. 

June  17. — Before  1  o'clock  a.  m.  Major  Symmcs,  fifth  Ohio  volunteers,  division 
officer  of  the  day,  aout  me  word  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  and  the  skir- 
mishei-s  under  hia  command  had  entered  the  works.  I  immediately  eommnnicaied 
this  information  to  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  and  without  awaiting 
or'dors  occupied  the  evacuated  works  with  my  entire  division,  and  advanced  a 
line  of  skiimiahers,  under  Major  Symmes,  a  mile  to  thp  front,  through  woods, 
until  they  reached  a  road  mnniag  eastward  towards  Kenesaw.  Here  were  large 
cleared  fieldn,  and  the  cavalry  videttes  of  the  enemy  were  found  posted  in  the 
edge  of  the  wooda  heyond,  and  in  the  field.  My  akivmisheis  were  at  this  time 
connected  with  tboao  of  the  4th  corps  on  their  left,  and  of  Butterfield's  division 
on  the  right. 

MDDUY  CKEEK. 

At  10  a.  m.  my  entire  command  advanced,  Jones's  and  Ireland's  brigades  in 
frent,  formed  in  two  lines  ;  Canyd's  brigade  in  reserve  following.  At  the  same 
time  Butterfield's  division  advanced  on  my  right  and  Williams's  on  my  left. 
On  reaching  the  cleared  fields,  above  referred  to,  the  corps  halted  for  a  few 
moments  while  the  enemy's  cavalry  skirmishers  were  driven  in.  I  then  pushed 
forward  in  accordance  with  orders  through  an  extremely  dense  woods,  guiding 
the  centre  of  the  two  front  brigades  by  a  road  running  from  Hard  Shell  church 
to  the  Marietta  and  Dallas  road ;  general  direction  of  the  advance  southeast. 
The  picket  sent  out  in  the  morning  had  been  withdrawn,  and  my  advance  was 
covered  by  the  eighteenth  New  York  volunteers,  deployed  as  skirmishers.  A 
body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  had  been  bivouacked  in  the  thick  woods,  were 
unexpectedly  routed  by  heavy  volleys  from  my  advance  lines,  and  retreated  in 
the  utmost  haste  and  confusion  across  the  field  near  Darby's  honse  and  ^y  way 
,  of  the  Marietta  road,  over  Muddy  creek,  being  closely  followed  by  my  command. 
At  Darby  place  my  division,  emerging  from  the  woods  into  a  cleared  country  on 
the  Mai-ietta  aad  Dallas  road,  formed  connexion  with  Ooxe's  division  of  the  23d 
corps,  which,  comiug'from  the  direction  of  Lost  mountain,  had  just  reached  that 
point ;  here,  filing  to  the  left,  my  brigade  formed  in  line  on  the  low  gi-ottnd 
between  the  Darby  house  and  Muddy  creek,  Coxe's  division  at  the  same  time 
forming  to  my  right,  with  its  left  resting  on  the  Marietta  and  Dallas  road.  3Iy 
skirmishei-a,  which  were  finely  handled  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chatfield,  con- 
tinued their  advance,  creasing,  under  a  sharp  artillery  and  musketry  fire,  the  opent 
fields  in  our  front,  and  establishing  themselves  close  to  Muddy  creek,  the  oppo- 
site bank  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy's  pickets.  In  front  of  Darby's 
house  is  the  valley  of  Muddy  creek,  which  here  extends  close  to  the  foot  of  the 
hill  opposite,  on  which  the  enemy  were  strongly  intrenched,  with  several  bat- 
teries bearing  upon  our  position,  which  they  used  freely  on  ua.  The  banks  of 
the  creek  were  low  and  very  swampy,  with  fringing  of  thickets,  The  hills  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  were  heavily  timbered,  rising  abruptly  from  the  creek,  and 
ci-owned  with  a  very  strong  line  of  works.  Their  batteries  posted  here  swept, 
short  range,  to  the  Marietta  ivsad,  from  Darby's  house  to  the  bridge,  on  the 
cxeek  ;  also  the  entire  position  taken  by  my  troops,  which,  necessarily  in  the  open 
field,  were  exposed  to  full  view  of  the  enemy.  In  order  to  silejice  their  batteries, 
I  directed  Captain  Wheeler  to  advance  the  thirteenth  New  York  battery  to  a 
bald  hill  held  by  my  skirmisheri,  within  foar  hundred  yarda  of  the  enemy's 
main  line  ;  and  Ireland  with  this  biigade  to  co-operate  and  sustain  the  move- 
ments.    These  directiona  were  in  pursuance  of  iuetmctionB  received  from  the 
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major  ganeral  commanding  corp^,  who  directed  me  to  occupy  the  ground  to  the 
left  of  the  Marietta  road,  the  33d  corps  being  ordered  to  connect  with  me  at 
that  point  on  my  right ;  meanwhile,  McGill'e  hattery,  upon  my  fii-st  i-eaching 
Darhy'B  house,  takiag  position  on  the  bare  hill  near  the  bouse,  sustained  a 
heavy  artillery  engagement  with  the  enemy.  The  movement  ordered  was  ese- 
cnted  by  Captftin  Wheeler  and  Oolone!  Ireland  witb  great  spirit  and  in  splendid 
style,  the  batteiy  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Bundy  charging  on  the  rear, 
through  open  fields  swept  by  musketry  and  ai'tillery,  and  reaching  the  bald  hill 
indicated  oefore  the  enemy  knew  their  purpose.  Here  the  horsea  and  limbers 
were  left  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  the  gans  drawn  np  by  baud,  and  quickly  sunk  in 
the  crest  by  the  aid  of  my  pioneer  corps.  Ireland's  brigade,  advancing  on  the 
double-quick  in  concert  with  the  battery,  instantly ibrmod  in  support,  rear  of  it, 
and  0}x  both  flanks ;  Bundy'a  six  guns,  sunken  four  hundred  yards  from  the  embra- 
sures opposite,  opening  a  rapid  and  accurate  fire  by  battery,  c[uickly  siieuced 
the  enemy's  guns,  and,  enfilading  their  right,  produced  great  havoc  among  their 
works  and  troops ;  the  effect  of  each  shot  that  went  crashing  through  their  works 
was  plainly  visible  from  our  position.  Two  of  the  enemy's  guns  were  dis- 
mounted, two  knocked  end  over  end,  and  the  rest  silenced.  Their  embrasures 
were  literally  destroyed,  and,  aa  I  afterwards  learned  fi-om  a  prisoner,  a  large 
number  of  their  troops  killed  and  wounded,  Jones's  brigade  was  now  advanct^d 
and  foi-med  in  line  on  the  left  of  Ireland's ;  Candy's  formed  in  reserve ;  all  thrci' 
brigades  being  in  open  fields  with  the  advanced  lines  close  to  the  enemy.  During 
the  afternoon  Butterfield  came  up  and  foi-med  on  my  left.  Immediately  after 
Bundy's  batteiy  had  taken  its  advance  position,  McGill's  was  moved  to  a, 
little  elevation  on  the  left  of  my  line,  from  which  he  delivered  an  efl'ective 
cross  fire,  assisting  materially  to  quiet  the  enemy  in  our  fi-ont.  Their  sharp- 
shooters, driven  early  in  the  day  from  the  bank  of  the  creek  to  their  maia  line, 
posted  themselves  in  trees  and  attempted  during  the  afternoon  to  harass  our 
gunners.  Sharpshooters  detailed  from  my  command  prevented  the  intended 
effect,  and  some  of  them  were  shot  in  their  elevated  hiding  places.  At  dark 
my  skirmishers  were  advanced  close  to  the  cieek,  where  they  dug  pits  in  the 
soft  ground  for  their  protection.  During  the  night  the  troops  threw  up  breast- 
works of  rails  and  earth.  After  dark  commenced  a  series  of  very  severe  rain 
storms,  which  lasted,  with  occasional  short  intermissions,  for  several  days  and 
nights.  Our  skirmish-pits  filled  with  water  and  the  occupants  suffered  much 
from  cramps.  All  the  troops  bivouacked  in  fields  of  soft  low  ground  and  with- 
out adequate  shelter,  suffering  much  from  these  rains,  which  were  accompanied 
by  chilly  winds.  Muddy  creek  and  its  small  tributaries  became  swollen  to  the 
size  of  toiTonts,  and  the  low  grounds  adjoining  (parts  of  which  were  unavoid- 
ably occnpied  by  mj  troops  in  line)  were  flooded  with  water, 
'  June  18.— Onr  general  position  unchanged  during  the  day;  sharpshooting 
continued,  with  a  number  of  casualties  on  our  side.  Both  of  my  batteries  con- 
tinued t-o  pour  their  destructive  fire  into  the  enemy's  works.  The  enemy  replied 
feebly  and  seldom. 

June  19. — Suspecting  the  enemy  would  evacuate  his  line,  at  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning  I  pushed  my  skirmishers  forward,  who  crossed  the  swollen  creek  in  my 
front  without  opposition,  entered  the  works  which  they  found  abandoned,  and 
moved  half  a  mile  beyond,  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy's  rear-guard  retiring. 
Having  sent  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  New  York  volunteers  to  support 
the  skirmishers,  I  followed  soon  after  in  person.  Scouts  of  the  enemy  were 
visible  on  the  hills  about  a  mile  beyond  the  creek.  The  works  of  the  enemy  gave 
abundant  indications  of  the  splendid  execution  of  my  artillery;  many  of  the  em- 
brasui-es  were  shattered  ;  the  woods  in  front,  cut  and  torn,  showed  how  truly  the 
artillery  was  aimed  and  what  osecution  had  been  accomplished. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


KKPORT  OP  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS.  331 

NOSE'S  CREEK. 

At  7  o'clock  I  advanced  my  whole  command  on  the  Dallas  autl  Marietta  mad, 
having  previously  rebuilt  the  bridge  over  Muddy  creek,  which  had  been  cai-ried 
away  by  the  swollen  current,  crossed  the  creek,  and  reached  Nose'a  creek,  where 
I  was  detained  a  short  time  to  reptur  the  bridge  crossing  it.  After  eonaiderahle 
difficulty,  the  bridge  being  swept  away  while  crossing  by  the  fiirious  stream, 
which  was  still  swelling  rapidly,  I  succeeded  in  passing  my  entire  division. 
Moving  on  over  the  miserable  road,  I  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
thi-ee-qaarters  of  a  mile  beyond  the  creek,  aad  pressing  them,  found  the  enemy 
intrenched  a  short  distance  beyond.  I  speedily  formed  line,  placed  the  third 
brigade  on  the  right  of  thg  road,  the  first  on  the  left,  connecting  with  Wil- 
liams's, holding  the  second  in  reserve.  Both  batteries  were  placed  in  position 
and  opened  upon  the  enemy;  my  skirmish  line  advancing  drove  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters  behind  their  rail  defences,  within  short  distance  of  their  main  line. 
Towards  evening  Butterfield  came  up  and  foi-med  on  my  right,  a  small  branch 
of  Nose's  ereek  intervening.  Bain  continued  heavily  during  the  day  and  night, 
rendering  the  roads  very  bad  and  the  creeks  almost  impassable ;  skirmishing 
continued  steadily  during  the  day  and  night, 

June  20. — In  the  morning  I  relieved  the  third  brigade  by  the  second,  the 
third  retiring  to  the  reai-  On  my  right.  My.  artiUeiy  continued  to  play  with 
considerable  effect  upon  the  rebd  lines  during  the  day.  At  dark  my  first  and 
third  brigades  were  relieved  by  a  brigade  from  Wood's  division,  4th  corps. 
Leaving  my  second  brigade  in  position  on  the  left  of  Butterfield,  I  moved  Candy 
and  Ireland  and  the  ai-tillery  to  the  right  across  the  creek;  Candy's  brigade  going 
upon  the  right  of  the  third  division,  Ireland  and  the  artillery  bivouacking  in 
the  rear  of  Butterfield's  right. 

Jwne  31. — The  second  brigade,  being  relieved,  joined  me  early  in  the  morning, 
■when  I  moved  out  the  second  and  third  brigades  to  the  right  of  the  first,  form- 
ing a  continuous  line  along  the  road  and  connecting  on  the  right  with  Williams's 
division,  which  had  been  moved  on  the  previous  evening.  This  position  I 
intrenched  strongly,  placing  all  my  artillery  in  the  line.  In  the  morning  I  sent 
out  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  volunteers,  and  the  one 
the  one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Cobham,  on  a  reconuoissance  towards  Marietta  and  Powder  Springs  road, 
similar  reconuoissanee  having  been  sent  ottt  at  the  same  time  by  the  other  divis- 
ions of  corps.  Cobham  developed  a  strong  line  of  rebel  skirmishers  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  front  of  my  breastworks,  where  he  maintained  aa  active 
contest  all  day,  crowding  the  rebel  tine  hack  from  our  line  upwards  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile.  The  reconnoitring  parties  of  the  first  and  third  divisions  were  with- 
drawn during  the  night;  hoping  to  secure  the  object  sought,  I  directed  miae  to 

KNOBB'S  FARftf, 
June  22. — At  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  Cobham 's  party  drove  the  rebels  from 
a  high  hill  one  mile  in  fixint  of  the  main  line  of  the  division.  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing I  moved  the  command  forward  upon  the  hills  gained  by  my  skirmishers.  I 
at  once  set  to  work  fortifying  my  main  position,  which  was  upon  an  important 
and  commanding  ridge,  completely  developing  to  our  view  the  disposition  of  the 
enemy.  Perceiving  the  great  importance  of  the  place,  I  immediately  communi- 
cated its  capture  to  Major  Genei-^  Hooker,  who  came  in  person  ;  he  directed  me 
to  hold  the  place  at  every  hazard.  I  set  about  revei-sing  the  enemy's  works  and 
throwing  up  such  others  as  were  necessary  to  cover  my  whole  command, 
in  single  line,  including  the  artilleiy ;  while  in  this  position  the  enemy  opened 
a  tremendous  cannonade,  which  was  not  permitted  to  interrupt  the  prosecution 
of  the  work.     From  prisoners  captured  by  my  advance  posts  I  learned  that 
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Hood's  and  Hardee's  corps  were  maaaed  at  no  great  distance  in  my  front.  This 
was  also  commiinicated  to  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  who,  without 
delay,  advanced  Butterfield's  division  to  the  ridge  on  my  left,  and  Williams's  to 
a  corresponding  ridge  on  my  right,  but  separated  by  a  deep  ravine  and  low  ground, 
SkirniiBiiing  almost,  to  battle  con  tinned  during  the  morning,  our  lines  gaining 
ground.  My  works  were  scarcely  completed,  when,  to,  close  a  gap  between  me 
and  Williams,  1  oi'dered  the  second  brigade  to  extend  still  further  to  the  right, 
reaching  to  the  ravine  before  mentioned — posting  this  new  line  on  a  pmali  knoll 
held  by  the  tliirteentli  New  York  battery,  the  ground  in  front  consistiug  of  cleai'ed 
fields  with  gradual  slope.  The  brigade  had  scarcely  extended  to  the  point  desig- 
nated when  a  furious  attack  burst  upon  Williams,  driving  in  his  pickets  and 
engaging  his  main  column.  The  pickets  of  the  first-division  being  driven  in,  the 
flank  of  my  line  was  completely  exposed,  which  the  enemy  attacked  furiously, 
taking  advantage  of  the  cover  afforded  by  the  houses  iu  the  vicinity;  the  line 
maintained  its  position,  keeping  up  a  heavy  and  constant  fire,  the  enemy  eoa- 
tei!ting  himself  with  assaulting  my  skirmishers,  not  attacking  my  main  line.  At 
the  moment  of  the  attack  my  artillery  opened  upon  the  charging  column  of  the 
enemy  and  continued  it  with  great  effect  during  the  entire  fight,  completely  enfi- 
lading the  rebel  ranks  and  literally  sweeping  them  down.  After  repeated  attempts 
to  carry  Williams's  works,  the  enemy  retired  repulsed,  their  retreat  harassed  by 
the  fire  from  my  own  and  Williams's  batteries  my  position  on  the  surrounding 
hills  enabling  me  to  form  a  concentrated  file  upon  the  enemy,  sweeping  wlh 
great  effect  the  ravine  in  which  they  sought  lefiige  Although  my  losses  in  this 
engagement,  compaied  with  those  on  former  occasions  were  small  numerically, 
my  artillery  sustaining  the  force  of  the  battle  I  suffeied  severely  in  the  death 
of  my  chief  of  artillery,  Captain  William  Wheeler  of  the  thkteenth  New  Tork 
battery,  who  fell  shot  through  the  heart  by  one  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
whilst  gallantly  fighting  his  battery.  Dainif,  the  "hort  time  of  his  connexion 
with  my  division  he  has  shown  himself  a  gentleman  of  teflned  education  and  a 
gallant  officer.  The  losses  of  the  enemy  undei  the  "eaiful  cinnonade  were  heavy ; 
from  the  appearance  of  the  field,  and  fi-om  statements  of  prisoaers,  I  estimate 
their  losses  between  two  and  three  thousand. 

J«»e  23. — In  the  afternoon  I  advanced  to  the  left  my  skirmish  line,  and  after 
a  spirited  contest  captured  thirty  (30)  of  the  enemy's  pickets. 

June  24,  25,  and  26. — Remained  in  position;  skirmishing  maintained  through- 
out, the  accuracy  of  the  enemy's  fire  causing  some  loss  daily. 

On  the  36th  I  received  orders  to  advance;  on  the  27th  to  co-operate  with  a 
movement  of  the  4th  and  14th  corps  on  my  left. 

KENESAW. 
Jarae  37. — Early  in  the  moniing  I  masBed  my  command  in  rear  of  ccnti'o  of 
my  line,  second  brigade  in  front,  first  next,  and  third  brigade  in  rear.  About  7 
o'clock  the  second  brigade  oi  Williams's  division  moved  to  the  works  on  my 
left  in  readiness  to  occupy  the  line  vacated  by  my  movement.  At  8  o'clock  I 
moved  over  my  works,  advancing  rapidly  under  a  well-directed  fire  from  three 
of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  under  an  efiective  fire  from  a  heavy  picket  line, 
across  the  cleared  ground  ia  front,  through  a  belt  of  woods  beyond,  halting  at 
its  outer  edge;  so  rapidly  and  well  executed  was  the  movement  tliat  many  of  the 
enemy  were  captured  in  their  pits,  and  their  line  fell  back  speedily,  not  without 
loss.  McGill'e  battery,  in  position  upon  the  bill  from  which  my  infantry  had 
moved,  maintained  a  steady  fire  upon  the  main  rebel  line  beyond  the  woods. 
The  second  brigade  having  halted  on  gaining  the  woods,  and  the  14th  corps  now 
being  bea\-ily  engaged  on  a  high  hill  on  my  left,  I  formed  line,  placing  first 
brigade  on  the  left,  third  brigade  on  the  right.  The  second  brigade,  holding  the 
centre,  was  well  advanced,  the  first  brigade  retired  almost  at  rightanglea,  this 
formation  being  necessitated  by  the  14th  corps  having  been  repulsed  in  the  attack 
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on  my  left ;  and  tie  first  division  not  yet  having  advanced  npon  my  i-iglit  at  the 
time  of  the  advance  of  the  14th  corps,  my  skivmiah  line,  consisting  of  the  fifth 
Ohio  volunteers,  under  Major  Symmes,  went  forward  on  the  doubJe-ijuick  across 
the  open  gi-onnd  between  the  left  of  my  mainline  and  the  right  of  the  14th  corps, 
driving  the  enemy's  ekirmiahera  before  them  and  capttiring  a  small  house  upoa 
the  immediate  rigUt  of  the  hill  on  which  the  enemy  were  strongly  fortified.  The 
position  thus  seized  being  one  from  which  the  enemy's  left  could  be  enfiladed  with 
aitillery,  I  determined  to  hcild  it,  and  therefore  send  forward  re-enforcements  with 
intrenching  tools  to  throw  up  works ;  I  also  sent  forward  the  thirteenth  New  York 
battery  to  open  upon  the  enemy's  works,  Tiie  battery  had  just  reached  its  new 
position,  and  was  prepai-ing  to  open  fire,  when  the  lines  of  the  14th  corps  withdrew 
and  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  onr  artillery.  To  hold  the  position  without  sup- 
port was  impossible,  and  I  accordingly  wiUidrew  the  artillery  to  a  knoll  in  rear 
of  the  ieft  of  my  liue,  from  which  I  opened  a  steady  fire  upon  the  enemy  in 
my  immediate  front.  The  akirmiahera  held  the  poaitioa  they  had  gained  despite 
every  effort  to  dislodge  them.  The  skirmish  line  oeiiig  so  far  advanced,  it  became 
dangerous  to  fire  fi-om  the  battery  on  the  hill  I  had  left  in  the  morning,  I  there- 
fore moved  McGill's  batieiy  forwai-d  to  the  knoll  immediately  in  rear  of  my  own 
line ;  from  this  point  the  battery  renewed  its  fire,  continning  it  throughout  the 
day.  My  main  line,  now  well  intrenched,  extended  through  the  belt  of  woods  to 
the  open  fields  on  the  left,  and  on  the  right  to  a  swampy  marsh,  impaaaable  for 
troops.  About  3  o'clock  a  brigade  of  Williams's  diviaion  came  up  on  my  right 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  marsh;  skirmishing  continued  hiiakly  through  the 
day  and  heavy  artillery  firing  by  the  enemy. 

Jvnc  28  and  39. — Remained  in  same  position,  skirmishing  lively  with  the 
enemy,  with  artillery  firing  during  the  day. 

JuTie  30.— After  dark  was  relieved  by  Baird's  division  of  the  14th  corps,  and 
moved  to  the  right  about  2.^  miles,  where  I  relieved  Hascall's  division  of  the 
a3d  corps,  in  works  just  beyond  the  Powder  Spring  road,  my  whole  division  in 
liae  before  daylight. 
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July  1  and  2. — There  being  no  troops  on  ray  right  other  than  a  picket  from 
Cox's  division  of  the  23d  corps,  which  estended  half  a  mile  beyond  the  flank  of 
my  division,  f  strengthened  and  changed  the  direction  of  the  line  of  works  so  as 
to  protect  well  my  right  flank,  placing  one  regiment  on  a  post  of  observation, 
well  intrenched,  half  a  mile  ia  advance  of  the  main  line  of  works. 


Jtdi;  3.— The  enemy  having  evacuated  his  line  in  our  front  during  the  night, 
I  moved  in  pureuit  at  daylight,  pushing  across  a  thickly  wooded  country  towai-ds 
Neil  Dow  station,  the  third  division  advancing  on  my  left  along  the  Powder 
Spring  road.  Passing  through  the  enemy's  abandoned  works,  very  lively  skir- 
mishing ensued  with  their  rear-guard,  consisting  of  cavalry  and  infantry.     Prea- 
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sing  in  rapidly  I  reached  Maloney's  chuvch,  aear  wliieh  the  enemy  made  a  stand, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  railroad.  The  enemy  was  behind  the  railroad  embank- 
ment and  hastily  constructed  breastworks,  from  which  he  opened  with  musketry 
and  artilloiy  upon  my  advance.  My  troops  now  beiag  oa  band,  I  immedi- 
ately placed  a  section  of  McG-ill's  battery  in  position,  and  opened  upon  them, 
while  my  skirmishers,  charging  forward,  drove  them  from  the  railroad  and  the 
works.  On  the  ground  from  which  the  rebels  were  driven  were  fonnd  the  bodies 
of  a  colonel  and  seven  privates,  besides  seven  dead  horses.  At  this  point  I 
made  connexion  with  the  14th  corps  upon  my  left.  Changing  direction  and 
moving  to  tlie  south  about  two  miles,  I  found  the  enemy  stroDgly  posted  on  a 
commanding  ridge.  Here  I  formed  line  upon  the  extreme  right  of  the  corps. 
During  the  day  took  one  hundred  and  seventy  prisoners.  The  night  passed 
with  the  usual  picket  firing 

.  July  4. — Skirmishing  in  my  front.  The  enemy  busily  engaged  in  sti'Cngth- 
ening  their  works,  and  slashing  timber.  During  the  day  BuEterfield  and  Wil- 
liams moved  to  my  right  and  I  extended  my  line  to  the  left  across  the  gap  thus 
made,  to  connect  with  Davis's  division  of  the  14th  corps, 

July  5, — The  enemy  evacuated  during  the  previous  night,  and  at  daylight, 
with  my  command,  I  started  in  pui'suit ;  passing  through  his  works,  elaborate 
and  strong,  marched  south  by  east  over  a  succession  of  rough  and  densely  wooded 
ridges  without  regular  roads,  crossing  Nickajack  creek  near  Euff  &  Daniels's 
mill.  I  then  moved  towaids  Turnei^'s  ferry,  the  14tb  corps  still  upon  my  lefl, 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee  on  my  right,  Williams  and  Bntterfield  following  me. 
During  the  morning  my  skiimishers  became  slightly  engaged  with  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  who  routed  betbre  my  advance.  At  3  p.  m,  found  the  enemy  occupy- 
ing a  strong  line  of  works  on  hiils  skirting  the  north  side  of  the  Chattahoochee. 
Posting  a  strong  picket  here  along  the  Nickajack,  closely  fronting  the  enemy's 
works,  I  massed  the  division  in  the  woods  near  the  Old  Factory  road,  and  on 
Dobbs's  farm,  my  right  conBected.  by  picket  with  the  army  of  the  Tennessee. 
No  connexion  upon  my  left  with  the  14th  corps,  which  was  across  Nickajack 
creek.  Prom  my  camp  we  could  pliunly  discern  the  steeples  and  chimneys  of 
Atlanta.  The  sight  of  the  city  gave  great  encouragement  to  my  men,  who, 
seeing  the  prize  which  was  to  crown  the  campaign,  looked  cheerfully  forward  to 
its  speedy  possession. 

July  6. — Believed  at  3  p.  m.  by  the  first  division  15th  corps,  and  moved 
northward,  following  the  first  division  to  the  ridge  road  leading  to  Viniag's  sta- 
tion ;  then  going  eaat,  encamped  in  opoa  woods  east  of  Nickajack  creek. 

July  7. — Early  in  the  morning  moved  two  miles  sonthwaid,  and  formed  line 
on  the  right  of  the  third  division,  cotmectiiig  on  the  right  at  Nickajack  creek 
with  fii-st  division  15th  corps  ;  advanced  my  picket  line  so  that  I  might  closely 
observe  the  enemy  in  their  fortifications  neai-  the  river  No  skirmiahing  during 
the  day.     Wai-d  and  WUliams's  divisions  upon  my  left. 

July  8. — Eemained  in  position  of  the  previous  day.  During  the  night  the 
enemy  evacuated  and  withdrew  across  the  river. 

July  9.— At  daylight  advanced  my  pickets  to  the  river  bank,  ahout  one  mile 
distant,  taking  a  number  of  prisoners  and  deserters.  The  enemy's  pickets  in 
plain  view  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Country  on  both  banks  roagh 
and  wooded.  The  evacuated  works  of  the  enemy  were  very  elaborate  and 
strong,  comprising  breastworks,  rifle-pits,  bastions,  stockades,  abatis,  chevaux- 
de-frise,  and  palisades. 

J-uly  10. — Remained  in  camp,  making  eveiy  disposition  for  a  few  days'  rest, 
and  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  troops. 

July  13  to  16. — Remained  encamped.  On  the  12th  the  15th  corps  moved  np 
the  river.     I  relieved  their  picket  line  on  our  immediate  right. 

July  17. — At  5  o'clock  in  the  evening  moved  to  the  right,  following  the  third 
division.     Reaching  Pace's  ferry,  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  on  pontoun  bridge 
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jnat  before  dark,  and  taking  the  road  branching  to  the  left  from  tlie  Buck  Head, 
road,  marched  two  miles  and  encamped  near  a  white  house,  west  of  Nances' 
creek. 

Juli/  18. — After  a  cai-eful  reconuoissance  of  the  country  hj  the  seeoad  brig- 
ade, aa  fill-  eaat  aa  Nances'  creek,  above  the  croaaing  of  the  Buck  Head  road 
about  noon,  under  orders  from  the  major  general  commaadiiig  corps,  I  advanced, 
following  the  third  division,  constructing  two  bridges  over  Nances^  ereek  at  Wil- 
liams's saw-mill.  Advancing  skirmisbers  up  Buuk  Head  road,  they  became 
slightly  engaged  with  the  eoemy's  cavalry.  I  followed  immediately  with  the 
division,  and  oa  reaching  the  junction  of  the  Howell's  Mill  i-oad  (one  mile  cast 
of  Buck  Head)  eacamped,  throwing  up  works  in  ray  front  covering  the  road, 

PEACH  TREE  CEEEK. 

July  19. — At  daylight  (in  accordance  with  orders  from  Major  General  Hooker 
directing  me  to  advance  via  Howell's  mil!)  I  moved  with  my  division  two 
miles  to  the  hill  overlooking  Howell's  mill,  where  I  fonud  Pavis'e  division,  14th 
corps,  whose  skirmishers  were  hotly  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy  across  the 
creek  at  this  point.  Having  communicated  theae  facts  to  the  major  general 
comma.nding  the  corps,  by  his  direction  I  moved  to  the  left  post,  {Oaaey'a  houBe,) 
and  massed  my  division  in  the  woods  on  hill  skirting  Peach  Tree  creek.  My 
position  here  was  about  three- qua itera  of  a  mile  from  Howell'a  mill;  my 
skirmiahera  connected  with  thoae  of  the  4th  corpa  on  my  left.  They  were 
ordered  to  conceal  themselves  in  the  woods  and  bushes  close  to  the  ci-eek,  and 
not  to  disclose  their  locations  by  firing.  To  my  right  the  country  was  cleared; 
no  connexion  was  formed  ia  that  direction  with  the  14th  corps,  beeanse  to  do 
so  woiild  discloseaportioaof  my  movements  to  the  enemy.  Silence  was  enjoined 
npon  the  troopa,  and  preparations  were  q^uickly  and  quietly  made  to  force  a 
croaaing,  and  seize  a  prominent  hill  opposite,  which  was  held  by  the  enemy  with 
rifle-pits.  Peach  Tree  creek  at  this  point  was  twenty  feet  wide,  and  deep,  with 
marshy  banks  and  muddy  bottom.  The  hills  on  both  sidea  were  steep  and 
irregular,  and  heavily  timbered,  while  along  both  banks  was  a  narrow  steep  of 
cleared  land,  widening  beyond  my  right,  and  extending  out  into  an  open  country 
to  my  left,  in  front'  of  the  right  of  the  4th  corps.  No  bridge  or  roads  crossed  the 
stream  in  my  front.  Under  personal  sapervision  of  Major  General  Hooker,  and 
also  of  myself,  both  batteries  of  the  division  were  q^uietly  posted  on  prominent 
points  in  the  woods  opposite  the  hill  mentioned  above,  which  projected  nearer 
the  creek  than  any  other  of  those  held  by  the  enemy.  Small  epaulmenta  of  loga 
were  conatracted  for  the  protection  of  the  gunners,  while  the  pioneer  corpa  prepared  ■ 
stringers,  loga,  and  rails  for  bridge  construction.  At  3  p.  m.  my  twelve  pieces 
of  artillery  opened  on  the  hills  opposite,  and  my  skirmishers,  which  had  been 
re-enforced  to  a  very  heavy  line,  poured  in  a  furious  musketry  fire.  Under  cover 
of  this  a  foot  bridge  was  constructed  by  the  pioneer  corps,  and  Ireland's  brigade 
filed  across  on  the  double -cinick,  formed  on  the  other  side,  and  charged  and  car- 
ried the  hill  All  was  done  very  quickly  The  enemy  completely  surprised, 
fled  leaving  twenty  thieepiiaone  a  and  their  mtienchingtoolam our  bauds.  My 
other  two  bn^rades  followed  immediately  foimed  on  Iieland  s  light,  and  erected 
stiong  bieastwoiks  as  a  tSte  du  poet  for  our  place  of  eiossing.  My  skirmish 
lines  weie  advanced  in  the  dusk  unt  1  they  encounteied  the  newly  established 
picket  hne  of  the  enemj  about  a  quaitei  of  a  m  le  to  mj  front.  During  the 
Bigbt  two  other  bigades  weio  thuwn  uuss  the  iieek  m  my  inar,  and  roada  to 
them  weie  cnt  for  the  artillery  and  wagons.  Ihe  enemy  duimg  the  afternoon 
opened  a  battery  about  three- quartera  of  a  mile  obliquely  in  front  of  my  left  flank, 
and  fired  a  number  of  shots  at  the  troopa  crossing  the  bridge,  but  without  effect. 

Jult/  80. — Early  in  the  morning  Williams's  division  crossed  and  formed  on  the 
hills  to  mj  right.    About  the  same  time  Wai'd  croaaed  and  formed  line  in  the 
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valley  to  my  left.  At  10  a.  m.,  in  compliance  witli  orders,  toy  skirmiBhers  moved 
ibrward,  snpportetl  by  Candy's  brigade,  Jones's  brigade  following  Candy's  ; 
croseing  two  timbered  ridges  in  front  of  my  breastworks,  the  enemy's  skirmishera 
were  driven,  after  a  sharp  engagement,  from  the  third  ridge  in  the  woods,  and 
from  a  cornfield  on  the  right  of  it.  The  position  gained  was  a  most  important 
one,  and  was  immediately,'  at  13  m.,  occupied  by  Candy's  brigade  in  line ;  a,  few 
rails  were  piled  up  by  the  troops  as  a  protection  along  tlieir  front.  While  Canby's 
brigade  took  position  on  the  ricige,  a  closely  contested  skirmish  was  going  on 
between  the  enemy  and  the  ekii-mishere  of  Ward's  division — the  latter  attempting 
to  gain  possesion  of  a  large  cleared  hill  directly  to  my  left.  A  section  of  Bundy's 
battery  was  brought,  went  into  positi{in  on  my  lefi  in  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
and  opened  an  enfilading  fire  upon  the  enemy  opposed  to  Ward ;  Ward's 
skirmishers  advancing  at  the  same  time,  the  enemy  Bed.  I  now  placed  Jones's 
brigade  in  two  lines  in  support  of  Candy's,  brought  up  all  of  my  artillery  and 
posted  it  on  Candy's  line,  and  had  Ireland's  brigade  massed  on  the  ridge  behind 
Jones.  Major  General  Hooker  informed  me  that  General  Williams  had  been 
directed  to  advance  on  my  right  and  connect;  the  left  of  Genei'al  Williams  was 
then  about  600  yards  directly  in  rear  of  my  right,  which  was  much  exposed, 
inclining  (necessarily  from  the  shape  of  the  ridge)  slightly  towaids  tbe  front. 
The  position  here,  to  be  understood  with  refei-ence  to  the  heavy  battle  of  July 
20,  needs  accurate  description.  The  ridge  occupied  by  Candy  and  Jones  was 
heavily  timbered,  as  was  the  country  in  their  rear,  and  to  their  left  the  sur- 
rounding eountjy  presented  broken  ridges,  with  deep  ravines  and  thickets,  while 
here  and  there  were  isolated  hills  and  spurs.  In  front  and  to  the  right  of  my 
first  brigade  the  country  was  densely  timbered  for  two  miles.  Directly  in  front 
of  Candy  and  to  his  left  it  was  cleared.  ITie  cleai'ed  space  in  his  front  was  ahont 
600  yards  wide ;  that  to  his  left  opened  out  into  the  valley  of  Peachtree  creek. 
About  80  yai-ds  to  his  left  ran  a  swampy  stream,  a  tributary  of  that  creek ;  beyond 
this  stream  rose  the  broad  hill  held  oy  Ward's  skirmishers,  while  bis  division 
lay  in  line  on  the  lower  slope  of  that  hill  in  Peachtree  valley.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  my  main  line  occupied  a  position  equally  advanced  with  the  skirmishers 
of  the  other  dirision.  My  skijmisbere  had  advanced  across  a  swampy  rivulet 
about  300  yards  in  front  of  my  main  line,  their  left  in  the  open  field,  and  their  right 
on  a  high,  narrow,  timbered  hill  in  front  of  my  right.  Deeming  that  bill  an  im- 
portant outpost,  I  directed  Ooloael  Jones  to  send  a  regiment  to  occupy  it.  The 
thirty-third  New  Jersey  volunteers  was  immediately  sent,  and  I  wont  to  the  hill 
to  reconnoitre,  directing  another  regiment  from  Colonel  Jones's  brigade  to  follow 
the  thirty-third  New  Jersey  volunteers.  On  reaching  the  bill  I  found  my 
skirmishers  on  the  crest  of  it,  and  the  thirty-third  New  Jersey  just  arriving. 
On  my  way  I  met  three  prisoners  sent  in  from  the  skirmish  line;  they  were  quite 
communicative,  saying  that  there  were  no  large  bodies  of  their  troops  within  two 
miles.  The  thirty-third  New  Jersey  formed  in  line  on  the  hill,  and  I  directed 
a  portion  of  the  skirmish  line  to  advance  a  short  distance  along  the  slope  of  the 
ridge  to  develope  the  intentions  of  the  enemy,  who  were  keeping  perfectly  quiet ; 
not  a  man  was  to  be  seen  or  heard  of  in  any  direction.  These  skirmishers  had 
advanced  but  a  few  rods  when  the  enemy  opened  in  a  continuous  fire  upon  us  from 
our  right  and  front,  and  were  found  to  be  advancing  in  very  heavy  force  on  all  sides, . 
being  already  within  seventy-five  yards  of  us;  ^eir  heaviest  attack  being  on  my 
right.  The  thirty-third  New  Jersey  volunteers,  together  with  my  skirmish  line, 
were  quickly  forced  back  to  my  main  line,  with  considerable  loss.  Scarcely  had 
they  rejoined  the  main  body  when  the  enemy,  in  immense  force,  rapidly  and 
fiercely  burst  upon  the  right  flank  of  Candy's  and  Jones's  brigades,  and  passed 
their  flanks  to  their  rear,  at  the  same  time  charging  on  Candy's  right,  front,  and 
rear.  It  was  necessary  to  change  front  with  a  portion  of  my  command  to  meet 
the  impending  danger.  The  one  hundred  and  forty-sevenfh  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers, holding  that  part  of  the  front  linein  which  my  aitillery  was  posted,  remained 
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tofightthe  enemy  in  tliatdiiection.  TlieBixtietliNewTorkvolanteei-s  of  Ireland's 
brigade,  and  the  one  hundred  and  nineteenth  New  York  voltinteera,  and  seventy- 
third  and  one  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  vohmteers  of  Jones's  hrigade, 
assisted  in  supporting  the  artillery ;  these  five  regiments,  with  the  aid  of  the 
biitteiiee,  fighting  on  all  sides  and  holding  the  hill,  whOe,  with  the  rest  of  my 
command,  I  quickly  changed  front  and  formed  in  the  midst  of  the  battle,  con- 
necting with  Geaeral  Wiiliams'a  division.  This  was  done  by  changing  the  front 
to  the  right,  wilJi  all  of  Candy's  brigade,  except  the  one  hundred  and  forty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  deploying  Ireland's  and  Jones's  brigades  in  one 
line,  connecting  Ireland's  left  with  Candy's  and  Jones's  right  with  Wenei-al  Wii- 
liama's  left.  The  following  dijigram  will  sliow  the  position.  All  these  changes 
were  completed  within  an  hour,  during  which  the  battle  raged  on  every  side 
with  terrific  fury.  The  five  regiments,  with  the  batteries  as  already  mentioned, 
held  throughout  the  hill  occupied  by  them  at  noon.  All  my  artillery  was  in 
position  there,  and  was  served  rapidly  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
battle  with  great  heroism,  coolness,  and  skill.  That  hili  was  die  key  position 
of  the  entire  battle ;  once  gained  by  the  enemy,  the  day  was  lost.  The  enemy, 
perceiving  its  importance,  surged  in  immense  masses  against  it,  while  the  dispositions 
of  my  command  were  being  made  as  before  stated,  but  they  stood  as  firm  as 
a  rock,  and  mowed  down  column  after  column  of  that  vast  struggling  mass  that 
charged  them  from  three  sid(;s.  I  have  never  seen  more  heroic  fighting;  for 
three  hours  the  fuiy  of  the  battle  along  our  entire  line  could  not  be  surpassed.. 
Then  the  tempest  of  sounds  and  missile  began  to  decrease  gradually,  and  by 
dark  nothing  but  the  heavy  skirmishing  remained, 

Gfeneral  Hood  had  massed  the  greater  part  of  his  entire  army  in  this  furious 
assault  upon  a  single  corps,  and  that  one  the  smallest  one  in  our  army,  and  was 
whipped  back  to  the  ground  he  had  left  in  the  morning.  It  is  with  a  feeling 
of  unusual  admiration  for  the  troops  nnder  my  command  that  I  record  the  history 
of  their  part  in  the  battle  of  Peachtree  creek,  attacked  hy  overwhehniug  numbers 
from  front,  right  flank,  and  rear.  Five  regiments,  wiih  the  artillery,  held  thii 
key  position,  while  fighting  teriihly  all  the  time.  The  rest  of  my  command 
changed  its  front,  formed  a  connected  line,  aad  threw  themselves  into  the  com- 
bat with  such  determination  and  valor  that  they  overcame  five  times  their  num- 
ber. Ttiis  result  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  by  changing  my  front  in  th& 
manner  desciibed,  our  troops  delivered  an  effective  and  persistent  cross-fire  upon 
the  enemy  at  the  moment  when  they  were  flusiied  with  the  anticipation  of  victory, 
and,  supposing  themselves  entrapped,  they  retreated  broken  and  dismayed. 
This  battle  was  a  very  remarkable  one,  as  a  test  of  the  discipline  and  valor  of 
our  troops,  and  as  the  first  defeat  of  tlie  newly  appointed  commander  of 
the  rebel  axiny ;  it  was  glorious  in  its  result.  The  trees  everywhere  bore  marks- 
ol'  the  extreme  severity  of  the  contest,  and  lecalled  to  my  mind  the  scene  of  con- 
flict when  the  same  division  fought  at  Gettysburg,  Not  a  tree  or  hush  within, 
the  entire  raTige  hut  bore  the  score  of  battle.  The  appearance  of  the  enemy  as 
tboy  charged  upon  our  front  across  the  clear  field  was  magnificent;  rarely  has 
such  a  sight  been  presented  in  battle.  Pouring  out  from  the  woods,  they  ad- 
vanced in  immense  grey  and  brown  masses  (not  lines)  with  flags  and  banners,, 
many  of  them  n^w  and  beautiful,  while  their  generals  and  staff  oiReers  were  in 
plain  view,  with  drawn  sabrey  flashing  in  the  light,  galloping  here  and  there  as 
they  urged  their  troops  on  to  the  charge.  The  rebel  trimps  also  seemed  to  rush  for- 
ward witli  more  than  customary  nerve  and  heartiness  in  the  attack.  This  grand 
charge  was  Hood's  inaugural,  and  his  army  came  npon  us  that  day  lull  of  high 
hope,  confident  that  the  small  force  in  their  front  could  not  withstand  them;  but 
their  ardor  and  confidence  were  soon  shaken.  My  ai-lillery,  served  with  the 
utmost  rapidity,  even  while  receiving  volleys  from  the  rear,  poured  out  steady 
discharges  of  canister  and  shell,  and  we  could  see  the  great  gaps  in  that  com- 
pact mass  of  human  heiugs  as  each  shot  tore  through  the  ranks.  Those  masses 
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(•f  tlie  enemy  that  cliarged  upon  my  right  and  roar  readied,  at  one  lime,  within 
fiye  yards  of  Bundy'a  battery,  but,  by  the  cool  bravery  of  my  officera  and  men, 
were  driven  back.  I  cannot  refrain  from  especially  mentioning  Major  Reynolda, 
chief  of  artillery  of  the  coi-ps,  who,  with  Capbun  Alesiaire,  my  own  chief,  was 
present  on  my  line,  and  rendered  diatinguished  seivicea  throughout  the  severest 
portion  of  tlie  battle.  Colonel  Andrew  Pardee,  of  the  one  hundred  aod  forty- 
Keventh  PeHsylvania  volunteers,  deaerves  Bpeeial  mention  for  the  determination, 
discipline,  and  personal  gallantry  displayed  in  holding  hia  position,  in  support 
of  the  artillery,  under  a  terrible  fire  from  his  flank  and  rear.  My  loss,  in  valuar 
ble  officers,  was  particularly  aevei-e.  Oaplain  Thomaa  A.  Eliott,  assistant  adju- 
tant general  on  Toy  BtafF,  was  killed  instantly  in  the  thickest  of  the  battle.  His 
death  was  a  severe  loss  to  me  personally,  as  well  as  to  my  division.  He  had 
served  with  me,  as  assistant  adjutant  general,  for  nearly  three  years,  and  was 
distinguished  foi-  his  ability  and  gallantry.  Colonel  George  A.  Cobham,  one  hun- 
dred and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  vtilunteers,  a  model  gentleman  and  commander, 
fell  mortally  wounded.  For  one  year  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  ad  corps, 
by  the  conaolidation  of  the  11th  and  12th,  he  commanded  the  second  brigade 
of  my  diviaioii,  and  lead  it  with  great  credit  throngh  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
■Wauhatchie,  Lookout  mountain.  Mission  ridge,  and  Einggold.  He  participated, 
with  hia  regiment,  in  all  the  battles  and  movements  of  our  present  campaign, 
and,  during  the  absence  of  Colonel  Ireland,  commanded-  my  third  brigade  in  the 
battle  of  Resaea  and  New  Hope  church.  His  loss  is  deeply  felt  and  deplored 
throughout  the  division.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Uandall,  one  hundred  and  foity- 
ninth  New  York  volunteers,  a  brave  and  excellent  officer,  was  killed  while  fight- 
ing gallantly  in  command  of  his  regiment. 

Casualties  in  the  battle  of  Feaeh/ree  creek,  Georgia. 
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Fouv  hundred  and  nine  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  buried  by  fatigue  parties  from 
my  division,  in  my  front,  and  I  had  information,  deemed  reliable,  that  about  two 
hundred  (200)  were  carried  back  and  buried  by  them  from  the  same  portion  of  the 
field.  From  these  statements,  and  from  the  terrible  puuishment  infiicted  upon 
the  enemy  crowded  together  in  dense  masses,  I  can  aafely  estimate  their  loss  in 
my  front,  at  the  least,  at  2,500  men. 

July  21. — Early  this  morning  ray  skirmishers  were  advanced  about  400  yards 
and  found  the  enemy's  pickets  beyond.  The  day  passed  quietly,  my  details 
being  occnpied  in  burying  my  own  and  the  enemy's  dead. 

jidy  22. — At  5  a.  m.  I  advanced  my  skirmishers  and  found  that  the  enemy 
had  withdrawn.  A  general  advance  being  ordered  (of  the  corps)  at  6  a.  m.,  I 
moved  with  my  division  thmugh  the  woods,  across  a  very  rough  broken  country, 
in  the  direction  of  Atlanta.  My  second  and  third  brigades  moved  in  parallel 
columns,  Ist  brigade  following.  After  marchiag  about  a  mile  we  crossed  the  for- 
tifications evacuated  by  the  enemy  the  night  before.  The  works  were  very 
strong  and  were  the  outer  line  of  the  defence  of  Atlanta.  Turning  here  to  the 
right,  in  a  few  minutes  I  reached  the  bi-oad  road  running  from  Howell's  mill  to 
Atlanta.     On  this  road  the  fourteenth  corps  and  General  Williams's  division 
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were  advancing  with  my  tliird  and  first  brigades.  I  follijwed  until  near  its 
ijinction  with  the  Marietta  road,  when  my  skivtniiihera  connecting  with  those  of 
General  Williams's  division,  engaged  with  those  of  ihe  enemy,  driving  tliem  to 
the  main  fortifications  of  Atlanta.  My  second  brigade,  which  had  moved  nearly  , 
a  mile  through  the  woods  further  to  the  left,  joined  me  at  this  point.  The 
enemy  opened  upon  u»  with  artillery  from  a  fort  in  our  front,  on  Marii.'tta  street, 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  By  diiection  of  the  major  general  commanding  corps  I 
took  position  on  a  cleared  ridge  half  a  mile  east  of  Howell's  mil!  road,  and  de- 
ployed my  entire  division  except  two  regiments  in  front,  line  facing  south  and 
confronting  the  forts  on  Marietta  street,  about  1,000  yards  distant.  Ward's 
division  connected  with  ray  left,  and  Williams's  with  my  right.  Here,  within 
two  hours,  my  troops  erected  strong  breastworks,  and  my  artillery  took  position 
on  commanding  points  in  the  lino.  My  akirmiahevs  advanced  close  to  the 
enemy's  fortifications  and  then  constructed  outpost  defences.  From  my  loca- 
tion here  to  the  centre  of  Atlanta  was  two  miles.  Sharp  skirmishing  and  artil- 
lery duelling  continued  during  the  day  and  late  into  the  night,  shells  from  our 
guns  being  thrown  far  into  the  city.  At  1  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  strong  dash 
on  our  pickets,  but  were  quickly  driven  back.  My  intrenchraents  were  com- 
pleted during  the  afternoon,  and  abatis  constructed  along  my  front, 

July  23, — Artillery  duelling  and  skirmishiug  continued.  At  nooa  the  enemy 
made  another  unsuccesful attempt  to  drive  in  our  pickets.  Continued  tostrengthea 
my  intrenehments  and  abatis. 

July  24. — My  command  was  employed  constructing  an  advance  pai-allel 
about  six  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  first  line.  At  9  p.  m.,  in  pursuance  of 
orders  from  the  major  general  commanding  the  department,  a  strong  demon- 
stration was  made  by  Williams's  division,  arousing  the  enemy  along  our  entire 
front  and  eliciting  from  him  a  sharp  fire.  My  troops,  keeping  well  under  cover, 
suffered  veiy  few  casualties. 

July  26. — My  new  line  of  works,  elaborately  and  strongly  constiueted,  was 
finished  and  occupied  by  my  troops  at  night.  This  parallel  shortened  the  line 
of  the  corps  so  much  that  Ward's  division  was  entirely  relieved  by  a  portion  of 
mine,  and  the  fortifications  of  the  corps  were  occupied  by  the  first  and  second 
divisions,  the  third  withdrawing  behind  our  centre  in  reserve. 

July  '21. — At  6  a,  m.,  in  pursuance  of  orders  transmitted  from  Major  General 
Sherman,  I  sent  out  from  my  division  two  hundred  men,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pensylvania  volunteera, 
to  make  a  demonstration  against  the  enemy.  This  force  drove  in  the  pickets, 
and  established  our  outposts  where  those  of  the  enemy  had  been.  The  army 
.  of  the  Tennessee  passed  my  rear  ali  day,  moving  from  the  left  to  the  right  of 
the  army.  The  order  relieving,  at  his  own  request,  Mrtjor  General  Hooker, 
from  command  of  the  corps,  was  received  to-day,  and  caused  expressions  of 
profound  regret  throughout  the  command.  Brigadier  General  Williams  was,  by 
the  same  order,  assigned  to  temporai-y  command  of  the  corps. 

July  2S. — The  foienoon  passed  in  comparative  quiet,  the  enemy  throwing 
occasionally  64-pounder  shells  of  the  Jimes  piojectile  pattern  m  oui  diiection 
from  heavy  guns  recently  mounted  in  a  toit  neai  the  raiiroal  and  cloae  to  Mre 
Pender's  house.  About  1  p.  m.  the  sounds  of  battle  came  fiom  the  duection 
of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  several  mile^  distant  to  oai  right  and  lasted 
until  3  p.  m.  at  which  time  the  enemy  opened  heavily  m  my  own  lines  with 
artillery,  continuing  their  lire  until  daik  but  causing  veiy  tew  casualties 
among  our  troops. 

Jtily  29. — In  pureuance  of  oi-ders  mj  pickets  felt  of  the  enemy  frequently 
during  the  night,  and  again  strongly  at  daylight  but  discovered  no  signs  of 
their  giving  way.  Considerable  artillery  iiring  fiom  both  btde^  to  day  along 
my  front,  By  order  of  the  brigadier  genpia!  commanding  eoipa  I  sent  out  the 
sixtieth  New  If  oik  volunteers,  under  C  1  m  1  (rod  Hi  1  in  thp  to  encon  to  make 
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a  strong  demoaatration  on  the  enemy's  lines.  The  daty  was  performed  in  fine 
style,  driving  in  their  pickets  with  the  loss,  on  oar  aide,  of  btit  one  man  slightly 
■wounded. 

Julp  .^0  and  31. — Notliing  of  interest  to  record. 

August  1  and  2. — Picket  firing  throughout  the  day,  which  liecame  very 
heavy  at  night ;  artillery  firing  on  both  sidea,  sharp  firing^  at  intervals  tlirougli- 
out. 

Avgnst  3. — At  5  p.  m.  tbe  pickets  made  a  demonstration  in  their  front, 
exciting  a  lively  ai'tillei-y  fire  from  the  I'cbel  works,  our  artillery  replying  occa- 
sionally. 

August  4.— Received  orders  to  have  tbe  whole  command  vigilant  at  its  post. 
At  1  p.  m.  tbe  sound  of  heavy  fighting  was  heard  on  the  extreme  right,  which 
ceased  shortly  after  3  p.  m.,  all  remaining  qniet,  until  about  8.30  p.  m.,  when 
heavy  artillery  and  musketry  firing  was  again  beard  from  the  same  directiou- 
The  firing  lasted  only  about  twenty  minutes,  after  which  fitful  firing  occarred 
along  tbe  lines. 

August  5,  6,  7,  and  8. — Usual  picket  and  artillery  firing.  Five  deserters 
came  into  my  lines. 

August  9. — A  detail  from  the  command  was  engaged  lu  consitructiiig  six 
embrasures  for  siege  artillery  in  the  works  of  thi,  one  hundred  and  foitj  umtl! 
New  York  volunteers  on  my  left.  By  order  of  tteneial  '-•hLiinan  all  the 
artillery  opened  upon  the  city,  firing  about  fifty  rounds  per  guu  The  enemv 
responded  feebly  ia  my  front,  firing  from  Ijut  one  fort  The  enemy  c  uld  bf, 
seen  conatnicting  bomb-proofs  in  their  works.     Three  de'ieiteis  came  in 

August  10. — The  embrasures  were  finished  aod  thre  44  mch  guns  weie 
placed  in  position;  opened  fire  upon  Atlanta  at  1  p  m  which  was  maintained 
throughout  the  night.     Two  deserters  came  in. 

August  11  and  13. — Ordinary  firing  from  picket's  and  |irtillery 

August  13. — By  order  of  Major  General  Sherman  ill  the  aitdleiy  bearing 
upon  the  city  was  directed  to  open  and  continue  a  regulir  tire  upon  it  dunn^ 
tbe  afternoon  and  night.  About  11  p.  m.  a  iai^e  fire  bioke  out  in  the  city 
bells  and  cries  of  fire  were  plainly  audible.  The  fare  became  larger  \a&.  continued 
until  daylight, 

August  14. — Artillery  still  playing  at  intervals  upon  the  city.  Deserters 
coming  into  my  lines  agree  in  representing  great  diesatisfaction  existing  in  Hood's 
army.  Shortly  after  dark  another  large  fire  broke  out  in  the  city,  lasting  about 
three  hours. 

August  15  and  16. — Picket  and  artilleiy  firing  as  usual.  Verbal  orders' 
received  to  withdraw  my  command  from  the  works  iu  the  night  of  the  IStli, 
and  move  qnietly  and  quickly  to  Pace's  ferry  on  the  Chattahoochee,  then  to 
hold  the  bridge,  and  guard  the  approach  to  the  railroad. 

August  17. — Received  written  orders  suspending  the  proposed  movement 
until  further  notice. 

Augutt  18, — At  4  a,  m.  tbe  enemy  opened  heavily  with  artillery  along  his 
entire  line,  inflicting  but  little  damage.  Batteries  on  our  line  promptly  aud 
actively  replied.     The  csmnonade  lasted  heavily  until  7  o'clock  a.  m. 

August  19. — At  4  a.  m.  the  artillery  opened  along  our  entire  line  foriously  upon 
the  enemy,  firing  twelve  rOands  per  gun. 

Afgust  20.  21.  yS,  and  23. — Ordinary  firing  of  pickets,  and  artillery. 

August  24. — The  movement  previously  ordered,  and  which  had  been  sus- 
pended on  the  17th  instant,  was  again  ordered,  and  all  the  trains  of  the  command 
crossed  the  Chattahoochee. 

August  25.— At  7  a.  m.  received  orders  from  corps  headquarters  directing  me 
to  withdraw  dtiring  the  night  to  Pace's  feny,  the  hour  of  withdrawal  to  be 
designated  at  a  later  period  of  the  day.  At  daylight  sent  one  regiment  a«d  the 
pioneer  corps  from  each  brigade  to  Pace's  ferry  to  construct  defensive  works  on 
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the  eaat  side  of  the  river.  At  8  o'clock  I  proceedei  in  person  to  the  feny, 
superintended  laying  out  the  tfite-dn-pont,  and  surveying  gi'ouiida  in  vicinity 
with  especial  reference  to  forming  a  fine  of  works.  At  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, in  consultation  with  Gleneral  Willianis,  decided  upon  the  details  for  the 
movement  during  the  night.  The  troops  to  withdi-aw  at  9  o'clock  to  the  second 
ridge  in  rear  of  the  works,  and  there  await  the  movement  of  the  4th  corps  past  my 
rear,  the  command  to  move  toils  position  on  the  river  as  soon  as  the  4th  corps  had 
passed;  Bundy'sbattery  to  accompanymydivision,  the  pickets  to  remain  until  the 
movement  was  completed,  and  then  to  follow  the  main  body  to  the  river.  At  9 
p.  m.  my  troops  withdrew  from  the  works  and  massed  at  the  point  indicated.  The 
4th  corps  was  to  have  moved  at  9  p.  m.,but  from  some  cause  unknown  to  raefaile^  to 
do  so.  By  night  only  two  brigades  of  the  4th  corps  had  passed  my  position.  I 
decided  not  to  await  the  passage  of  the  remainder  of  the  corps,  as  to  do  so  would 
delay  me  until  after  daylight;  and  the  road  being  clear  I  moved  ray  di^daion  out 
(without  intermpting  in'  the  slightest  degree  the  march  of  the  4th  corps)  to  the 
main  road,  over  a  new  one  through  the  woods,  which  I  had  cut  during  the  day, 
and  moved  rapidly  on,  and  reached  Pace's  ferry  about  4  a,  m.  on  the  morning 
of  the  26th.  The  command  was  immediately  posted;  third  brigade  on  the  left, 
extending  across  the  Buekhead  road,  covering  the  bridge  at  the  ferry ;  the  second 
brigade  in  the  centre,  joining  the  third ;  the  first  on  the  right,  joining  the  second 
and  connecting  with  Williams's  division  on  the  north  side  of  Feacbtree  creek; 
Enndy's  battery,  placed  in  the  works  before  Atlanta,  joined  my  command  at  6 
o'clock  a  m.  The  withdrawal  from  my  works  before  Atlanta,  and  the  march 
of  nine  miles  to  the  ferry,  were  ali  accomplished  without  the  loss  of  a  man  or  of 
any  material. 
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About  noon  the  enemy's  cavalry  appeared  in  my  fiont,  and  slight  skirmishing 
commenced  between  them  and  my  pickets.  At  3  o'clock  a  body  of  cavalry 
dismounted  charged  the  picket  line,  but  were  driven  hack  with  a  loss  of  eight 
killed  left  on  the  field,  some  twenty-five  wounded,  and  three  prisoners,  with  no 
casualties  in  my  command.  Skirmishing  continued  throughout  the  afternoon. 
The  artillery  firing  a  few  shells  into  the  cavalry  caused  them  to  disperee  rapidly. 
The  enemy  was  busily  engaged  in  feeling  -ray  lines  at  8  p.  m.  Colonel  Minty, 
commanding  a  biigade  in  General  Garrard's  cavalry  division,  reported  to  me 
that  the  seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry  was  left  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
with  orders  to  patrol  np  the  river  as  far  as  Soap  creek.  During  the  afternoon 
Major  General  Slocum,  assigned  to  command  the  corps,  rode  along  my  lines  and 
was  received  with  hearty  enthusiasm  by  the  men  of  his  old  command. 

Auguit  27. — During  the  day  was  very  busily  engaged  perfecting  laj  lines, 
constructing  breastworks,  rifle-pits,  and  abatis.  ,  The  line  to  be  held  by  my 
division,  being  about  2J  miles  in  length,  required  a  vast  amount  of  labor  to  place 
in  proper  condition.  Two  pieces  of  Knapp's  battery  were  placed  in  position  in 
a  work  thrown  up  on  the  right  of  the  line  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  rail- 
road bridge  and  other  bridges  at  Montgomery  ferry.  Major  General  Slocum 
t«-day  formally  took  command  of  the  corps. 


>y  Go  Ogle 


3  12  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

August  33,  29,  and  30,  passed  with  slight  skirmisliiiig  on  the  extreme  picket 
Ime,  the  troops  busily  engaged  working  on  the  defences. 

Avgnst  31. — At  6  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  corps  headquarters,  I 
sent  out  a  teeonnoitring  party  of  two  hundred  men  ander  Colonel  rjynn,  twenty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers.  Colonel  Flynn,  moving  on  the  Backhead  road, 
found  the  enemy's  eavaliy  pickets  on  the  west  side  of  Nancea'  creek.  Moving 
to  his  left,  he  flunked  and  drove  them,  and  then  crossed  the  creek,  moving  on 
the  road  to  the  right  about  a  mile,  when  he  agaia  found  the  enemy  posted  in 
rail  works  on  the  further  edge  of  the  cleared  hill.  He  exchanged  a  few  volleys 
with  them,  but  believing  their  numbers  to  be  too  great  to  be  driven,  and  his 
object  being  to  find,  hot  to  fight,  the  enemy,  he  retired,  recrosaed  the  creek,  and 
moving  dowa  the  road  turned  northward  on  a  smaller  road,  over  which  the  corps 
,htid  mai'ched  on  the  18th  of  July.  On  agdn  reaching  the  creek,  he  found  the 
enemy's  cavalry  pickets  on  the  west  side;  these  he  quickly  drove,  and  again 
crossing  the  creek,  and  moving  about  »  mile  and  a  half,  met  the  enemy  in- 
trenched in  a  field  near  the  junction  of  the  road  on  which  he  was  marching; 
this  being  the  right  of  the  same  line  he  had  encoantered  below.  Having  fulfilled 
his  orders  by  ascertaining  the  position  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Flynn  returned 
without  loss. 

September  1. — Day  passed  without  change. 

September  3, — In  obedience  to  orders  from  corps  headquarters,  I  sent  out  a 
reconnoitring  party.  The  reconnoisaance  was  commanded  Dy  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Thomas  M.  Walker,  one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and 
■was  composed  of  the  one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  sixtieth 
Kew  York  volunteers,  and  details  from  the  one  hundred  and  second  Hew  York 
volunteers  and  twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  twenty  men  from  the 
seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry.  Captain  Lambert,  acting  assistant  inspector  gen- 
eral, and  Lieateaaat  Schelling,  of  my  staff,  accompanied  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Walker.  The  reeonnoissance  moved  out  at  6  a,  m.  on  the  Buckhead  road. , 
Skirmishers  were  thrown  to  the  front  immediately  after  passing  the  pickets,  but 
the  column  advanced  rapidly  until  after  crossing  Nances'  creek,  and  to  the  point 
at  which  the  road  branched  to  Backhead.  At  this  point  the  road  gave  indica- 
tions of  the  recent  passage  of  a  column  of  cavalry.  The  main  body  was  here 
halted,  and  the  sixtieth  New  York  volunteers  sent  down  the  Buckhead  road  to 
the  junction  of  the  Howell's  Mill  road.  Having  received  intelligence  of  the 
arrival  of  the  sixtieth  New  York  volunteers  at  the  point  indicated,  the  column 
moved  on,  and  the  sixtieth  New  York  voiunteera  was  ordered  to  move  towards 
Howard's  mill  and  there  join  the  main  body.  On  reaching  the  creek  at  the  mil! 
it  was  learned  that  Ferguson's  rebel  cavalry  brigade,  which  bad  been  encamped 
there,  had  moved  a  few  hours  previously  towards  Atlanta.  The  bridge  over 
Peachtree  creek  at  this  place  had  been  destroyed.  Little  delay,  however,  was 
experienced ;  the  infantry  crossing  on  a  large  log,  the  cavalry  fording,  the  column 
moved  on  towards  the  city.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  accompanied  by  the 
cavalry,  preceded  his  infantry  and  entered  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  where  he 
met  Colonel  Coburn,  commanding  the  reeonnoissance  of  the  third  division,  who 
bad  also  preceded  his  troops,  discovering  that,  with  the  exception  of  Ferguson's 
cavalry  brigade,  there  were  no  troops  in  the  city.  It  was  agreed  that  tbeii" 
commands  should  enter  the  city  at  the  same  time,  which  was  done,  the  enemy's 
cavalry  i-etiring  before  them.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker's  command  was  the 
first  to  reach  the  city  ball,  upon  which  the  colors  of  the  sixtieth  New  York  and 
one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers  were  immediately  hoisted. 
To  these  regiments,  representing  my  division,  belong  the  immortal  honors  of 
placing  upon  the  rebel  stronghold  the  first  Union  flags,  and  to  give  the  first 
practical  announcement  that  the  long  campaign  had  ended  in  glorious  victory; 
that  the  gate  city  of  the  south  was  ours.  Receiving  the  intelligence  of  tJie 
evacuation  of  the  city,  I  immediately  ordered  forward  the  second  and  third  brig- 
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ades  and  Bundy'si  battery,  preceding  tliem  in  person,  tliiia  leaving  the  entire  line 
of  works  at  the  ferry  to  be  held  by  the  first  brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Ario  Pardee.  The  troops  arrived  during  the  evening,  and  were  maased  on 
McDonoiigh  and  Whitehall  atreeta. 

Septcinbi'.r  3. — Early  in  the  morning  my  two  brigades  were  placed  ia  position 
ill  the  fortification  a ;  the  third  brigade  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  line 
from  the  Eaat  Point  railroad  to  the  McDonough  i-oad  and  south  of  the  city. 

September  4. — The  fli-st  brigade,  being  ordered  from  the  Cattahoochee,  arrived 
in  the  city  at  3  o'clock,  and  was  placed  in  the  works  ou  the  right  of  the  third 
brigade,  west  of  the  city.  The  second  brigade  was  relieved  towards  the  evening 
by  the  third  brigade,  third  division,  and  moved  to  the  right  of  the  iU!cDonoiigh 
ruad,  the  lines  of  the  third  brigade  having  been  shortened.  The  one  hundred 
and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers  was  to-day  detached  for  provost  guard 
duty,  and  reported  to  Colonel  Cogswell,  commanding.  Post  orders  were  received 
from  Major  General  Sherman  announcing  the  accomplishment  by  the  army  of 
ita  undertaking  in  tlie  complete  reduction  and  occupation  of  Atlanta,  and  indica- 
tory that  the  spring  campaign  w£^  closed. 

The  casual/tea  in  the  battles  and  intervening  marc/ies  described  m  the  preceding 
report  amount  to  an  aggregate  as  JbUows : 
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The  loss  of  field  officers  during  the  campaign  has  been  unusually  heavy.  All 
of  the  regiments  save  three,  and  all  the  brigades,  changed  commanders  at  least 
once  during  tlie  campmgn.  These  frequent  changes  have  caused  great  difficulty 
in  procuring  the  proper  reports,  and,  in  consequence,  prevented  me  from  submit- 
ting my  report  at  an  earlier  period.  In  addition  to  these  losaea,  I  have,  since 
the  close  of  the  campaign,  been  deprived  of  the  servicea  of  a  gallant  officer  and 
efficient  brigade  commander  by  the  death,  from  disease,  on  the  lOth  instant,  of 
Colonel  David  Ireland,  one  hundred  and  thirty- a  eve  nth  New  York  volunteers, 
and  captain  in  the  fifteenth  United  States  infantry.  Colone  llreland  had  com- 
manded the  tnird  brigade  of  my  division  for  upwarda  of  ten  montlis,  and  greatly 
distinguished  himself  by  his  gallantry  in  ail  the  engagements  in  which  his  com- 
mand haa  participated.  In  hia  death  I  loae  a  valued  personal  friend;  the  coun- 
try one  of  ita  noblest  defendera.  My  ataff  suffered  severely.  Captain  Eliott,  my 
assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Captain  Wlieeler,  chief  of  artillery,  having  been 
killed;  Captain  Veal,  assistant  commissary  of  musters,  severely,  and  Captain 
Wilbur,  aide-de-camp,  slightly,  wounded,  and  Captain  Davis,  aide-de-camp,  cap- 

I  cannot  close  thia  i-epoi-t  without  special  reference  to  the  officers  composing 
my  personal  and  departmental  staff.  To  Captain  William  P.  Forbes,  for  a  time 
assistant  inspector  general,  and  assistant  adjutant  general  after  the  death  of  the 
lamented  Eliott ;  Captain  R.  H.  Wilbur,  aide-de-camp,  and  commissary  of  miisters 
after  the  brave  Captain  Veal  was  wounded;  Captain  William  H.  Lambert,  aide- 
de-camp,  and  assistant  inspector  general  after  the  promotion  of  Captain  Forbes ; 
and  to  Captain  J,  J.  Cantine  and  Lieutenants  Sherwood  and  Amor,  I  tender  my 
warmest  and  special  thanks  for  the  hearty  accord  and  energetic  support  they  at 
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all  times  gave  to  every  movement  tliat  seemed  to  be  for  the  interest  and  success 
of  our  cause.  To  Captain  Ire  B  Seymonr,  provost  marshal,  Captaia  Schilling, 
topographical  engineer,  and  Lieutenant  Chapman,  chief  of  ambulances,  I  return 
my  tlianks  for  their  faithfulness  and  readiness  to  perform  their  respective  duties, 
no  matter  what  was  to  be  done  or  what  risk  to  be  encountered.  Captain  Parkin, 
assistant  quartermaster,  Captain  Gillette,  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  Captain 
"Wilson,  ordnance  officer,  are  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation  for  the 
successful  miinner  in  which  their  several  departments  were  conducted.  To  my 
surgeon  in  chief,  H.  E.  Goodman,  myself  and  my  entire  command  are  under  the 
deepest  ohligalions  for  the  manner  in  which,  under  his  own  personal  supervision, 
the  sick  and  wounded  of  my  division  have  been  attended. 

Thus  triumphantly  ended  this  campaign,  unequalled  in  the  present  war  for 
glorious  victory  over  almost  insurmountable  difficulties,  and  uaBurpassed  in 
modern  history.  Thus  has  ended  a  campaign  which  sLall  stand  forever  a 
monument  of  the  valor,  the  endurance,  the  patriotism  of  the  American  soldier; 
four  months  of  hard,  constant  labor,  under  the  hot  sun  of  a  southern  summer; 
four  months  scarce  a  day  of  which  has  been  passed  out  of  tlie  sound  of  the  crash  . 
of  musketry  and  roar  of  artillery;  two  hundred  miles  travelled  through  a 
countiy  in  every  mile  of  which  nature  and  ai-t  seemed  leagued  for  defence — 
mountains,  rivers,  lines  of  works — a  campaign  in  which  every  march  was  a 
fight,  in  which  battles  followed  in  such  q^uick  succession  and  so  intimately 
connected  by  a  constant  series  of  skirmishes  that  the  whole  campaign  seems 
but  one  grand  battle,  which,  crowned  with  grander  victory,  attests  the  skill  and 
patriotism  of  the  hero  who  matured  its  plana  and  directed  tbeir  execution. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.TOHN.  "W.  GEAET, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanduig  DiBislon. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  W.  Perkiivs, 

Assistant  A^wtant  GuneTal  20/A  Army  Corps. 


HBADyUAiiTRiis  FriiST  Divisi«\  20th  Oorfs, 

Alanta,  Qa.,  September  18,  1S64. 

Colonel;  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  movement^ 
and  operations  of  this  division  during  the  recent  campaign,  which  closed  with 
the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Atlanta. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  when  orders  were  received  to  move  to  the  front,  the 
division  was  occupying  piists  along  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad, 
from  Wartrace  to  Anderson,  with  large  detachmeuts  at  Fayetteville  and  Shelhy- 
ville.  One  brigade,  (third,)  recently  attached  to  the  division  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  new  corps,  was  encamped  in  the  valley  opposite  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 
On  the  1st  of  May  the  whole  division  was  concentrated  near  that  place,  and  on 
the  3d  of  May  reached  Chattanooga  valiey,  at  the  eastern  base  of  Lookout 
mountain,  and  reported  to  Major  General  Hooker,  commanding  corps.  The 
orgijiiaation  of  division  at  this  time  wm  as  follows : 

First  brigade,  by  Brigadier  General  Knipe  commanding,  composed  of  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty-third  New  York  volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  McUougall; 
filth  Connecticut  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  W.  W.  Packer;  forty-sixth  Penn- 
sylvania veteran  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  James  L.  Selfridge;  one  hundred 
and  forty-first  New  York  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  William  R.  Logic. 

Second  brigade,  (General  Thomas  H.  Ruger  commanding,  composed  of  twenty- 
seventh  Indiana  volunteei'  infantry,  Colonel  Silas  Oolgrove;  thirteenth  New 
.Tersey  volunteer  infantiy.  Colonel  Ezra  A.  Carman;  one  hundred  and  liftieth 
New  York  volunteer  infantiy.  Colonel  John  H.  Ketcham;  third  Wisconsin 
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r  infantry,  Colonel  William  Hawley;  one  liandred  and  seventh 
Wew  York  volunteer  infantry,  Miriom  M.  Crane,  and  second  Masaachuaetts 
veteran  volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  William  Cogawell. 

Third  hrigade.  Colonel  James  8.  Eobinson,  eighty-aecond  Ohio  veteran  volun- 
teers, commanding,  composed  of  sixty-first  Ohio  veteran  volunteer  infantry, 
Ooloael  Stephen  J.  McGrearly;  eighty-secoad  Ohio  veteran  volunteer  infantry. 
Colonel  David  Thompson;  one  huodred  and  forty-third  New  York  volunteer 
infantry.  Colonel  Horace  Broughton ;  foity-fifth  New  York  veteran  volunteer 
infantry.  Colonel  Adolplms  Dobke;  one  hundred  and  first  Illinois  volunteer 
infantry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  B.  Le  Sage,  aud  eighty-second  Illinois  volun- 
teer infantry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  S.  Salamon.  Thei-e  was  then  attached 
to  this  division  two  batteries  of  artillery,  viz  :  battery  M,  first  New  York 
artilleiy.  Captain  J,  D.  Woodbury,  six  13-ponnder  guns,  and  battery  I,  first 
New  York  artillery.  Lieutenant  (now  Captain)  Wiaegar,  six  three-inch  rifled 
guns.  Captain  Woodbury  acting  as  chief  of  artillery.  The  returns  at  this  time 
showed  an  effective  force  of  6,771  officers  and  men  in  the  division,  exclusive  of 
sixty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  which  did  not  rejoin  from  veteran  furlough  until 
May  S,  at  Trickura  post  office.  Pursuant  to  orders,  the  division  marched  fi«m 
Chattanooga  valley  on  the  4th  of  May,  bivouacked  at  Gordon's  mills  that  night, 
and  encamped  near  the  middle  Ohickamauga  on  afternoon  of  5th,  at  Pleasant 
Grove  chui'ch,  three  miles  southwesterly  of  Binggold. 

On  the  7th  May  the  division  crossed  Taylor's  ridge  through  Nickajack  pass, 
and  encamped  at  Trickum  post  office.  Leaving  Trickum,  1  o'clock  of  10th  of 
May,  the  division  reached  Snake  Creek  gap  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
same  day.  Pursuant  to  orders  I  reported  to  Major  General  McPherson,  com- 
manding the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and,  following  his  in  a  tractions,  took  position 
with  two  brigades  (Knipe's  and  Robinson's)  in  the  westerly  entrance  of  .the 
gap,  and  moved  Ruger'a  brigade  through  the  gap  in  reserve  behind  the  lines 
occupied  by  the  army  of  the  Tennessee. 

On  May  13,  the  division  having  been  reunited  the  previous  night,  was  moved 
forward  to  Camp  creek  and  took  position,  csvering  the  approach  from  the 
direction  of  Dalton, 

Oil  the  morning  of  14th  May,  pursuant  to  orders,  I  massed  tte  division  in 
support  of  the  third  division,  which  was  in  line  of  battle  in  face  of  the  enemy's 
forces  before  Ileaaca.  About  4J  p.  m.  I  received  orders  to  march  my  division 
as  rapidly  as  possible  to  support  the  left  of  Stanley's  division,  4th  corps,  which 
was  heavily  engaged  some  miles  distant.  I  moved  at  once  by  the  left  Sank, 
xinder  guidance  of  a  staff  officer  of  4th  corps,  and  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half, 
without  halt,  reached  the  position  designated  by  the  major  general  commanding 
the  corps  (who  had  preceded  the  column)  for  deployment  of  the  division.  This 
position  was  a  wooded  ridge  facing,  and  bordering  a  narrow  cultivated  valley  of 
considerable  length  along  the  Dalton  road,  near  the  head  of  which  were  the 
defiles  and  steep  hills  held  by  the  enemy  for  the  defence  of  Resaca.  Robin- 
son's third  hrigade  deployed  quickly  ahmg  the  lefi;  of  this  ridge,  and  the  other 
brigades  were  ordered  to  proceed  aloug  the  line  of  tlie  ridge,  south  of  a  deep  gorge 
which  bisects  it.  In  front  of  Robinson's  brigade  Symouson's  battery  (fifth 
Indiana)  of  Stanley's  division  was  in  position  looking  towards  Resaca  and 
supported  by  a  detachment  of  that  division.  Scarcely  was  Robinson's  brigade 
in  line  before  numerous  fugitives  from  our  own  troops  came  pouring  in  confusion 
over  the  opening  in  front,  followed  by  the  exultant  enemy,  making  confidently  for 
the  battery.  After  a  fiaitless  effort  with  my  staff  officer  to  rally  and  organize 
the  fugitives,  I  sent  orders  to  them  to  dear  the  front,  and  rode  back  to  bring 
forward  Robinson's  brigade.  At  the  brigade  I  found  Lieutenant  Colonel  Perkins, 
assistant  adjutant  general,  with  orders  to  move  at  once  to  the  opening  and  support 
the  battery.  Robinson  marched  with  great  promptness  down  the  steep  wooded 
ridge,  crossing  a  difficult  creek  at  the  foot,  aad  changing  front  forward  on  his 
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right  regiment  in  good  order,  lie  opened  a  volley  upoa  the  aatoaialied  enemy. 
They  fled  in  greater  b.iate  tliaa  they  had  advfmced,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  not  a 
rebel  gun  was  heard  in  the  valley.  Orders  were  seat  Euger  to  advance  his 
hrigade  so  as  to  take  the  enemy  in  flank,  hut  before  it  could  be  done  they  had  fled. 
The  division  bivouacked  for  the  night  oa  the  plain  fronting  Kesaca.  The 
brave  and  efficient  conduct  of  Bobiason's  brigade  iu  this  affair  served  to  creato 
a  strong  confidence  and  good  will  between  troops  recently  brought  together 
from  different  corps  in  a  new  organization — a  feeling  closely  cemented  by  the 
subsequent  events  and  occurrences  of  the  campaign. 

May  15. — The  division  was  ordered  to  support  Butterfield  and  Geary's 
divisions,  and  marched  at  IS  o'clock.  While  on  the  mar(;h  information  was 
sent  to  me  by  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  that  the  enemy  was  threaten- 
ing our  left  from  the  direction  of  the  railroad,  and  I  was  ordered  to  cover  and 
pi-otect  that  flank.  Facing  by  the  left,  brought  the  division  in  line  of  battle, 
and  in  this  formation  1  advanced  it  towards  the  menaeed  point,  the  brigades 
being  in  line  according  to  numerical  order.  The  ground  occupied  by  Knipe's 
first  brigade  on  the  right  was  very  broken,  trending  off,  however,  towards  the 
north  in  a  ridge  of  slight  elevation,  running  almost  parallel  with  the  raih'oad, 
partly  through  woods  and  partly  through  clearings. 

At  a  point  where  a  road  towards  Green  station  from  the  Dalton  road  crossed 
the  lidge,  there  rises  a  considerable  knoll  or  knob,  upon  which  stands  a  dwelling- 
liouse  known  as  Scales's  house.  Euger's  second  brigade,  extendingfrom  Knipe's 
left,  reached  and  occupied  this  knoll,  upon  which  slight  breastworks  were  hastily 
thrown  up.  Two  regiments  of  Eohinson's  hrigade  were  deployed  on  the  left  of 
the  knoll  where  the  ground  sinks  down  into  a  timbered  plain.  Three  other  of 
his  regiments  were  held  in  reserve  on  the  extreme  left,  and  one  regiment 
placed  iu  support  of  Winegar's  batteiy,  which  was  with  much  difficulty  put 
into  position  on  a  high  hill  somewhat  in  our  rear,  but  commanding  much  of  our 
front.  Woodbury's  light  twelves  were  placed  in  the  line  near  our  left,  oa  ridges 
which  commanded  the  approaches  to  what  I  regarded  as  the  key  to  our  position. 
The  enemy  massed  his  forces  in  the  woods  near  the  ra  I  vay  wh  ch  was  d  st.  nt 
from  three  to  six  hundred  yards  from  the  different  port  ons  of  my !  ne  alvan  g 
under  cover  as  far  as  practicable,  he  attacked  the  wl  ole  1  e  w  th  great  v  g 
and  apparent  confidence.  The  attack  was  received  w  tl  pe-feet  st  al  ness  ai  1 
repulsed  with  ease.  The  assaults  were  repeated  seve  al  t  mes  and  e  ch  t  e 
with  signal  failure;  my  line  in  no  part  was  shaken  or  d  sturbed  and  we  I  terallj 
had  no  skulkers.  The  main  efforts  of  the  enemy  we  e  d  rected  ag\  ust  the  k  oil 
heretofore  mentioned,  and  were  continued  in  that  1  rect  on  1 11  neai  da  k  lie 
position  was  held  at  the  close  by  two  of  Rob  nson  s  reg  ents  wl  ch  h  t 
relieved  Euger's.  The  artillery  of  the  division  had  perfo  me  1  an  m^  o  tant  j  t 
in  punishing  and  repulsing  the  enemy.  1  made  no  efforts  to  puisne,  as  mj 
orders  were  to  cover  and  protect  the  lei't,  and  I  was  ignorant  of  tlie  condition  of 
affairs  with  the  assaulting  columns  on  the  right;  besides,  the  enemy's  intrench- 
menta,  to  which  at  each  repnlse  he  fell  back,  were  but  a  few  hundred  yards  in 
my  front.  It  was  evident  too  that  the  assaulting  force  (at  least  two  divisions 
of  Hood's  corps)  greatly  outnumbered  ours.  The  colors  and  colonel,  with 
other  officers,  of  the  thirty-eighth  Alabama  were  captured  by  the  twenty-seventh 
Indiana  volunteers.  Colonel  Colgrove,  of  Euger's  brigade,  and  the  division  took 
about  185  prisoners.  In  front  of  one  brigade  five  officers  and  eighty  (SO)  men 
were  buried  of  the  enemy. 

Our  early  march  the  following  day  made  it  necessary  to  leave  much  tlie 
greater  number  to  be  buried  by  details  from  other  commands.  The  casualties 
of  my  division,  48  killed,  366  wounded,  and  3  missing.     Aggregate  417. 

The  division  leaving  the  battle-field  on  the  morning  of  the  16tli  of  May,  with 
the  rest  of  the  corps  following  the  retiring  enemy,  crossed  the  Conaaauga  above 
Resaca,  and  bivouacked  at  Bryant's  or  McClure's  ford,  oa  the  Coosawattee. 
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Crossed  tlie  Coosawattee  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  May,  aad  bivouacked 
that  night  three  miles  east  of  Calhoun,  Georgia,  On  the  ISth  May,  reached  a 
point  near  Spring  mills,  southeast  of  Adairsville,  and  bivouacked  at  9J  p.  m, 
on  the  so-called  Gravelly  plateau. 

On  tlie  19th  May,-  marched  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  to  the  support  of  Bntterfield'a 
division,  reported  as  having  the  enemy  sti'ong  in  his  front.  The  division  was 
put  in  line  on  his  left,  and  advancing  in  this  order  over  a  very  rough  coimtry  and 
through  the  thickest  underbrush  reached  the  vicinity  of  Cassville,  after  some 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  abont  S  o'clock  p  m. 

Mai/  20. — The  enemy  having  withdrawn  from  his  intrenched  lines  behind 
Cassville,  Knipe's  brigade  was  ordered  to  hold  the  town,  and  the  others  were 
put  in  camp  on  the  north  side,  and  remained  in  this  camp  Slst  and  22d  of  May. 

Mai/  23. — The  division  marched  at  daylight,  crossing  the  Etowah  on  pontoon 
bridge  near  Milan's,  and  encamped  on  Euharley  creek,  connectiug  with  4th 
corps  on  the  right  of  Geary's  division  on  the  left. 

On  24th  we  marched  by  by-paths  and  mountain  roads,  reached  Burnt  Hickory 
at  5J  p.  m.,  and  bivouacked  in  a  heavy  storm,  Geary's  division  on  my  right 
and  Butterfi eld's  on  my  left. 

Mai/  25. — Orders  were  received  to  advance  by  the  road  to  the  right,  and  take 
position  in  advance  of  Dallas.  Geary's  division  was  to  move  on  a  central  route, 
and  Butterfield's  on  the  left.  Having  passed  Pumpkinvine  creek  on  a  bridge 
which  the  enemy  had  partly  burned,  and  which  we  repaired,  the  head  of  my 
column  had  reached  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Dallaa  when  I  received  an  order 
from  the  commander  of  the  corps  to  countermaTch  and  move  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible to  the  aapport  of  Geary's  division.  I  marched  left  in  front,  recressed  the 
creek,  and  finding  my  way  along  the  left  bank  crossed  agaiu  on  Geary's  route, 
and,  after  a  rapid  march  of  over  five  miles,  came  up  with  Buttei-field's  and 
Geary's  divisions,  massed  on  the  road  towards  New  Hope  church,  and  passed 
to  the  front.  Receiving  orders  from  the  corps  cominander  to  pat  my  division  in 
order  of  attack,  I  deployed  the  division  in  three  lines  of  brigade  front.  Two 
regiments,  sixty-first  Ohio  and  thirteenth  New  Jersey,  were  sent  forward  as 
skirmishers.  The  division,  without  snfGcient  halt  to  recover  breath,  moved 
promptly  in  advance  for  a  mile  and  a  half,  driving  the  enemy  before  us,  and 
forcing  back  his  strong  skirmish  line  and  heavy  reserves  at  double- quick.  It 
was  quite  dark  when  the  column  reached  the  foot  of  theslopes  upon  which  the 
enemy  were  strongly  intrenched,  and  across  which  he  threw  shot  and  shell  and 
canister  in  murderous  volleys.  During  the  advance  the  second,  Ruger's,  brigade 
passed  Hues  with  and  relieved  the  third,  Robinson's,  which  was  leading,  and 
Knipe's,  first,  brigade  in  turn  relieved  a  portion  of  Roger's  brigade  and  covered 
its  right  flank.  Robinson  later  relieved  Euger's  brigade,  which  had  nearly  ex- 
hausted its  ammunition.  The  division  forced  ifs  way  close  up  to  the  enemy's 
works,  but  darkness,  rendered  doubly  dark  by  dense  clouds  of  pouring  rain,  put 
a  atop  to  further  efforts.  Butteriield's  and  Geary's  divisions  relieved  most  of 
ray  division  during  the  night,  and  in  the  morning  it  was  placed  in  reserve  within 
a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  works.  The  major  general  commanding 
the  corps  followed  the  advance  of  my  brigade  of  my  division  in  this  attack,  and 
I  feel  confident  he  will  hear  testimony  to  the  ateadineaa  and  good  order,  per- 
severance and  spirit  with  which  it  went  forward  until  darkness  put  an  end  to 
the  conflict.  The  loss  of  the  division  in  this  attack  was  one  hundred  aad  two 
killed,  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  wounded,  four  missing,  total  seven  hundred 
and  forty-five.  Among  the  severely  wounded  on  this  occasion  (since  died)  was 
Colonel  Archibald  L.  McDougall,  one  hundred  and  twenty- third  New  York  vol- 
unteers, a  most  faithful,  patriotic,  and  valuable  oificer.  Six  other  field  officers 
of  the  division  were  reported  wounded. 

The  division  occupied  its  position  in  reserve  from  May  26  to  31,  always 
within  range  of  the  artillery  and  musketry  fire  of  the  enemy,  losing  several  val- 
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uable  men  by  caaaalties,  a  list  of  whom  appears  in  the  report  of  brigade  c 
man  d  era. 


Jicne  1. — Tiis  division,  relieved  by  a  portion  of  the  army  of  the  Teniiessee, 
moveil  to  the  left,  and  on  the  2d  occupied  several  strong  knobs,  its  left,  Knipe's 
brigade,  covering  Brownlow'a  Hill  near  Pickett's  Mill  eieefc,  the  right  of  the 
division  connecting  with  Carlin'a  brigade  of  the  14th  corps.  I  held  this  position 
on  the  3d  and  4th,  keening  up  a  constant  skirmish  with  the  enemy. 

On  the  5th  of  June  Davis's  division  of  the  14th  corps  relifived  my  division, 
and  I  moved  from  four  to  five  miles  to  the  left,  taking  up  a  position  across  Al- 
atoona  creek,  my  left  covered  by  McOook's  division  of  cavalry  near  Harris's 
farm,  on  Hillsboro'  road. 

On  the  6th  of  June  I  advanced  the  division,  and  occupied  a  ridsje  near  Kemp's 
mills,  on  Sandtown  road,  right  resting  on  Alatoona  creek,  Butterfield's  and 
Geary's  divisions  on  my  left.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  constantly  in  our  front 
and  contestintr  the  ground, 

Jane  11. — Moved  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  left  and  connected  with 
Stanley's  division  of  the  4th  corps,  looking  toward  Pine  mountain. 

On  the  13th  and  14th  Geai-y's  division  relieved  a  portion  of  the  14th  corps, 
and  connected  with  my  left. 

Jiene  15. — The  enemy  having  evacuated  Pine  mountain  my  divisioQ  was 
ordered  to  pursue  to  the  right  of  Geary's  division.  At  4  o'clock  p,  m.  I  crossed 
a  deep  ravine  on  ray  left,  and  ascending  a  high  hill  massed  my  whole  division 
in  rear  of  Geary's  right  reserved  brigade.  Soon  after,  hearing  heavy  firing,  I  de- 
ployedKuipe's  and  finger's  brigades,  and  took  the  double-quick  in  that  direction. 
I  found  Geary  engaging  the  enemy  in  his  works.  Knipe's  brigade  was  sent  to 
form  on  Geary's  right,  and  Ruger's  brigade  was  moved  to  the  left  flank.  Rob- 
inson's brigade  was  held  behind  Geary's  left  centre.  Subsequently  it  formed 
line  in  rear  of  Geary,  and  after  dark  made  rifle-pits  for  his  line  to  withdraw  to. 

Oa  the  16th  Knipe's  brigade  was  withdrawn  from  the  right  to  the  left  of 
Suger's.  It  tlirew  up  breastworks  connecting  with  the  4th  corps.  Robinson's 
brigade  was  placed  in  reserve.  The  enemy  on  both  days  kept  up  a  vigorous  fire 
of  shot  and  shell. 

On  the  17th  followed  closely  again  the  enemy,  who  abandone^d  his  works  and 
feli  back.  I  halted  the  divKion,  with  left  resting  on  Burnt  Hickory  and  Sla- 
rietta  road,  near  Kink's  honse,  connectmg  with  the  4th  crips  Butterfield  8  di 
vision  on  my  right,  the  line  facing  Mud  cieek 

On  the  19th  the  division  was  again  pjt  in  puisnit  of  the  retreating  eoeni^ 
Crossing  Mud  creek.  Nose's  creek,  I  found  the  enemy  in  then  woiks  from  tn 
to  three  miles  beyond.     The  enemy's  skirmishers  o]"posed  us  all  da^      T 
losses  of  the  division  from  the  15th  to  the  19th  of  June  incluin  e  in  killed  ail 
wounded,  were  between  ninety  and  one  bundled  jflicers  and  men 

On  the  20th  of  June,  the  division  being  relie\  e  1  by  the  4tli  corps  was  move  I 
to  the  right  of  Butterfield's  division,  and  in  the  aftemo  n  wai  moved  to  the 
right  and  front  as  far  as  Atkinson's  plantation  and  made  connexion  with 
Hascall's  division,  23d  corps.  The  other  divisions  afierwardfc  took  position  on 
my  leii:. 

On  the  21st,  after  reconnoitring  to  my  front,  sent  out  two  regiments  under  Col- 
onel Hawley,  third  Wisconsin  volunteers,  and  took  posession,  wi,th  small  loss, 
of  an  important  hill  in  direction  of  Gulp's  farm.  The  enemy  made  fruitless 
efforts  to  regain  it. 

Jvjie  22 — I  advanced  the  division,  preceeded  by  a  strong  skirmish  line,  es- 
pecially on  the  right,  and  on  to  the  left  of  the  Powder  Spring  and  Marietta 
road.  The  division  was  massed  by  brigades  in  the  woods,  the  right  near  the 
Powder  Spring  road  at  OnSp's  house ;  Ruger's  bi-igade  on  the  right,  Knipe's  in 
the  centre,  and  Robinson's  on  the  left.  In  front  of  Knipe's  was  an  open  elevated 
plateau,  with  a  deep  gully  along  its  front,  beyond  whi»ji  the  ground  rose  gently 
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to  the  wooda  occupied  by  the  rebel's  pickets  reserves  in  stcong  rifle-pits,  five  or 
aix  Imniireij  yards  distant.  Kobinson  occupied  a  hill  about  two  hundred  yards 
to  the  rear  and  left  of  Knipe,  placing  his  brigade  io  echelon  to  Knipe.  He  had 
before  him  an  open  space  of  at  least  a  thousand  yards,  and  extending  to  the  low 
ground  in  front  of  Greavy  on  my  left,  from  whom  I  was  separated  by  a  swampy 
ravine,  ituger  had  thick  woods  in.  his  front,  except  the  ground  for  two  regi- 
ments on  Kiiipe's  right.  Soon  after  arriving  on  this  {ground  I  strengthened  my 
ekivmishera  by  an  additional  regiment,  and  drove  back  the  enemy's  pickets  to 
the  woods  in  our  front,  where  his  rasevvea  were  strongly  fortified,  not  far  from 
his  main  works.  I  placed  Winegar'a  battery  (3-inch  rifles)  in  front  of  Eobinson's 
brigade,  Woodbury's  light  (12-poundera)  in  front  of  Kiiipe's  brigade,  positions 
that  commanded  all  the  open  ground  in  front.  About  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  hearing 
there  were  credible  rumors  of  an  attack,  I  reported  ia  person  to  the  major  gen- 
eral commanding  the  corps,  at  Gulp's  honee,  and  received  orders  to  deploy  my 
division  in  one  line  and  throw  up  breastworks  without  delay.  The  iiiformation 
seemed  reliable  that  the  whole  of  Hood's  corps  was  advancing  to  attack  us.  I 
had  barely  reached  the  left  of  my  line,  (conveying  the  orders  in  person  to  each 
of  my  brigade  commanders,)  as  I  returned  from  corps  headquartera,  before  the 
peculiar  yell  of  the  rebel  mass  was  heard  as  they  emerged  from  the  woods,  and 
daahed  forward  towards  our  line.  The  heaviest  columns  were  directly  in  front 
of  Woodbury's  battery,  and  in  three  lines.  He  swept  them  fearfully  with  can- 
ister from  those  effective  guns,  and  rolled  them  into  a  confused  mass.  A  few 
volleys  from  Koipe's  brigada  and  the  two  left  regiments  {the  thirteenth  New 
Jersey  and  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York)  of  Buger's  brigade  speedily 
compelled  those  who  were  not  driven  back  into  the  woods  to  take  shelter  in  the 
deep  ravine  and  a  dense  clump  of  woods  and  underbrush  oa  Knipe's  front  and 
left.  While  this  was  transpiring  a  very  heavy  column  came  rapidly  from  the 
woods  into  the  open  ground  on  our  extreme  left,  and  were  brought  to  a  stand- 
still by  the  firat  ahell  from  Winegar's  battery  exploding  in  its  front  division  ; 
A  few  additional  rounds,  taking  effect  in  the  midst  of  the  column,  threw  the 
whole  mass  into  confusion,  and  it  broke  in  the  utmost  disorder  for  the  woods. 
Ko  further  attempt  was  made  to  attack  this  part  of  my  line.  In  the  mean  time 
the  forces  of  the  enemy  which  had  taken  shelter  in  the  ravines,  and  others 
which  had  got  up  under  cover,  attempted  to  take  advantage  of  the  woods  on 
Knipe's  left  front  to  tnrn  that  flank.  The  sixty-first  Ohio,  of  ttobinson's  brigade, 
was  sent  to  reinforce  that  part  of  the  line,  and  Winegar  was  ordered  to  open 
with  canister  and  case  along  the  ravine  and  through  the  woods.  The  punish- 
ment to  the  enemy  mast  have  been  very  severe ;  he  at  once  discontinued  his 
movementa  and  ridapsed  into  silence.  It  was  now  quite  dark,  and  under  cover 
of  the  darkness  the  enemy  withdrew  his  troops,  carrying  away,  during  the  night, 
many  of  his  dead  and  moat  of  liis  wounded.  He  left,  however,  in  our  front, 
abundant  proofs  of  his  severe  loss,  which  was  acknowledged  by  the  rebel 
journals  of  Atlanta  to  have  exceeded  one  thousand  men.  During  the  night  the 
third  division  was  placed  in  reserve  to  mine. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  thirty  men,  in- 
cluding some  nineteen  reported  missing  in  action,  who  were  captured  by  the 
sudden  rush  on  my  picket  line.  Major  D.  C.  Beckett,  sixty-firijt  Ohio  volun- 
teers, a  very  superior  officer,  was  among  the  killed.  The  division  remained  ia 
thia  same  poaition  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works  until  the  2d  of  July.  During 
the  assault  by  the  4th  and  14th  corps,  on  the  27th  of  June,  it  was  held  in  readi- 
ness to  advance.  Winegar's  battery  was  placed  in  poaition  on  the  left  of  the 
corps,  and  was  engaged  all  day  with  some  loss. 

July  3, — The  division,  moviag  on  to  the  left  of  the  corpa,  crossed  the  aban- 
doned works  of  the  enemy,  and  following  on  several  difficuJt  by-paths  reached 
the  main  road  about  a  mile  and  a  half  weat  of  Marietta.  From  this  point  it 
followed  the  third  division  on  the  Tamer's  Ferry  road,  and  coming  up  with  the 
enemy's  intrenched  line,  encansped  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  on  left  of  second  di- 
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vision.  The  14th  corps,  coming  up  later,  took  position  on  tbeleftof  20tL  corps. 
The  enemy's  wovks  were  in  plain  sight. 

July  4. — In  the  afternoon  I  moved  my  division  abont  two  miles  to  the  right 
and  took  position  between  the  second  and  third  diviaiima,  the  latter  connecting 
with  the  23d  corps. 

Jidy  5. — The  enemy  having  again  fallen  hack,  the  division,  in  pnrsnit,  crossed 
the  creeks  and  fields  in  front,  striking  the  Turner's  Ferry  road  just  in  rear  of 
the  enemy's  works.  After  a  most  fetiguing  march  partly  along  this  encum- 
bered road,  and  partly  over  hy-patlis  through  a  very  rough  and  broken  country, 
the  dMsion  went  into  position  nii  a  high  i-itigc,  overlooking  a  position  of  the  en- 
emy's new  intrenched  line  in  front  of  the  Chattahoouhee  river.  From  this  lidge 
was  caught  the  first  sight  of  the  distant  Atlanta, 

July  6. — Tlie  corps  was  moved  across  Nickajack  creek.  My  division  formed 
on  light  of  14th  corpp,  and  threw  up  breastworks.  The  other  divisions  extended 
to  and  connected  with  23d  corps.  The  division  remained  in  this  position  neai 
Nickajack  creek  until  1 7th  July.  Ou  lie  afternoon  of  that  day  it  crossed  the 
Chattahoochee  at  Pace's  ferry  on  a  ponl-oon  bridge,  and,  turning  to  the  left  a 
mile  or  so  from  the  bridge,  encamped  on  Powell's  Ferry  road.  On  the  morning 
of  the  ISth  I  sent  oiit  two  regiments  under  Colonel  E.  A.  Carman,  thirteenth 
New  Jersey  volunteers,  to  find  the  right  of  4th  corps.  Colonel  Carman  had 
quite  a  spirited  conlest  with  the  skiimi^^lmre,  in  which  he  inflicted  upon  them 
considerable  loss;  part  of  the  skirmish  Hiii  being  surprised,  he  lost,  as  prisoners, 
ten  men  and  one  wounded.  The  enemy  werp  driven  off.  In  the  afternoon  the 
division,  with  the  corps,  moved  across  Nancy's  creek,  and  took  position  along 
the  Bucklaud  and  Marietta  road,  connecting  with  4th  corps  on  the  left. 

Jidy  19. — In  the  afternoon  I  moved  my  division  to  the  front,  and  eacamped 
on  the  north  side  of  Peach  Tree  creek,  above  Powell's  mills. 

JvXy  20. — Battle  of  Peach  Tree  creek.  The  division  crossed  the  creek  early 
in  the  morning,  and  passing  thi-ough  Geary's  division,  following  a  farm  road, 
along  a  woodi'd  ridge,  which  intersects  Howell's  mills  or  Pace's  Ferry  road  at 
the  house  of  H.  Emery.  At  this  point  the  enemy  had  established  a  ku-ge  post, 
strongly  intrenched.  'Phe  bead  of  my  colsmus  having  reached  a  gi'oup  of  deserted 
honaes,  about  six  hundred  yards  from  tlie  enemy,  I  was  ordered  by  the  m.ijor 
general  commanding  the'  corps  to  halt,  Knipe'e  brigade  was  massed  on  the 
right,  and  Robinson's  ou  the  left  of  the  road;  Rwger's  brigade,  on  the  rear,  was 
moved  to  the  right  to  connect  with  14th  corps.  Later  in  the  day  Geaiy's  divi- 
sion was  brought  up  on  my  left,  one  brigade  occupied  an  eminence,  separated 
from  my  position  hy  a  deep  hollow  or  ravine,  which,  passing  between  our  posi- 
tions, turned  to  the  left,  behind  Geary's  advanced  brigade,  and  terminated  in  the 
open  gronnd  where  was  posted  Ward's  division.  One  of  Geary's  divisions  lay 
at  the  foot  of  the  hilt  occupied  by  his  advance,  and  near  the  lower  end  of  this 
ravine;  a  similar  ravine,  but  of  less  depth,  lay  between  my  position  and  the  14th 
corps,  which,  having  somewhat  refused  its  left,  was  constructing  rifie-pits  at  an 
angle  to  the  ridge  I  occupied,  and  considerably  to  the  right  and  rear.  My  whole 
front  was  eovei'ed  by  dense  woods  and  thickets.  About  3j  o'clock  p  m.  I  was 
in  the  act  of  advancing  a  section  of  artillery  and  a  strong  reserve  to  the  skir- 
mish line,  for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  the  enemy  fmm  his  breastworks  at  Emery's 
house,  when  heavy  volleys  of  musketry,  commencing  on  the  right  of  the  4th 
corps,  and  rolling  in  an  increased  volume  towards  my  position,  warned  me  that 
the  enemy  were  attacking  in  force.  I  itnmediately  ordered  Knipe  to  deploy  his 
brigade  at  doable-quick  across  the  ridge,  in  advance  of  the  group  of  houses, 
and  Robinson  to  extend  from  Knipe's  left,  along  a  farm  road  on  the  north  edge 
of  the  ravine,  to  connect  with  Geai-y  and  cover  the  ravine.  Ruger'a  brigade 
was  held  in  reserve  to  await  the  developement  of  the  attack.  One  section  of 
Winegar's  battery  was  placed  in  the  line  of  first  brigade  to  sweep  the  ridge; 
one  section  of  Woodbuiy's  battery  was  placed  between  Knipe's  and  Kobinson'a 
brigades  to  command  the  ravine  on  owr  left  front,  and  one  sectioiLpf  same  battery 
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vran  placed  so  as  to  obierve  the  broad  ravine  on  the  right.  Three  other  sections 
were  in  reserve.  Hardly  had  these  dispositions  heen  made  hefore  the  enemy 
advanced  upon  us  in  gieat  force,  diiving  in  oar  skirmishers  with  his  line  of 
hattle,  aod,  under  cover  of  the  thickets  and  nndergrowth,  coming  close  upon  our 
lines  before  being  seen.  Hia  mam  attack  was  along  the  ridge  in  the  directioa 
of  Emery's  house,  but  strong  columns  were  sent  down  the  ravines  upon  the  right 
aiid  left,  that  on  the  right,  passing  my  flank  unseen,  fell  upon  the  left  regimenst 
of  14th  corps.  Finding,  from  the  enemy's  fire,  that  he  was  moving  down  the 
right  ravine,  I  orderedaregiment(twenty-aevenh  Indiana  volunteera)fromRuger'3 
brigade  to  re-enforce  Knipe's  right.  This  regiment,  with  one  wing  of  the  forty- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  volunteeia,  on  Knipe'a  right,  speedily  checked  and  drove 
back  the  enemy  on  this  flank,  and  held  the  ground  until  the  close  of  this  action. 
In  the  left  ravine  the  enemy  advanced  iu  strongei-  force,  and  pushing  his  way 
down  to  the  lower  end,  momentarily  forced  hack  a  brigade  of  the  second  divi- 
sion. He  suffered  severely,  however,  for  his  temerity.  The  fire  of  Robinson's 
brigade  swept  across  the  lower  and  through  the  upper  portion  of  tiie  raviae, 
while  the  brigade  of  second  division,  rallying  across  t()  the  lower  end,  poured 
volleys  through  half  its  length.  A  section  of  Woodbury's  light  twelves,  throwing 
canister,  helped  much  to  effectually  expel  the  enemy  from  this  part  of  the  field. 
In  the  mean  time  Knipe's  brigade,  in  the  centre,  had  heioically  withstood  and 
thrown  back  repeated  assaults.  Findin;^  that  the  enemy's  attacks  in  that  direc- 
tion were  persistently  continued,  after  hia  attemps  in  the  ravines  had  been  much 
weakened,  I  directed  Ruger  to  send  one  witig,  of  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  New 
York,  and  Kobinson's  two  regiments  (one  hundred  and  first,  and  eighty-second 
Illinois}  tore-enforce  Knipe's  line.  No  other  changes  wei-emade.  After  sunset 
the  enemy  withdrew  to  his  intrenched  line,  leaving  a  strong  post  in  his  rifle-pits 
at  Emery's  house,  and  a  heavy  picket  tine,  which  was,  however,  withdrawn  in 
tlie  night;  with  most  of  his  wounded.  I  cannot  too  strongiy  praise  tbe  conduct 
of  my  division  on  this  occasion  not  a  regiment  was  broken  or  shaken,  but,  with- 
out cover,  and  in  a  fair  field,  a  little  over  two-thirds  of  my  force  received  and 
rolled  back  tbe  repeated  assaults  of  a  numerically  superior  and  confident  force 
of  the  enemy.  Prisoners  were  taken  from  two  different  corps.  The  casualties 
of  the  division  were,  killed,  119;  wounded,  458;  missing,  3.  Among  the  killed 
was  Colonel  W.  R.  Logie,  one  hundred  and  forty-firat  New  York  volunteers; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  H.  H.  Brown,  sixty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  and  Major 
Lathorp  Baldwin,  one  hundred  and  seventh  New  Tork,  have  died  since  of  severe 
wounds,  all  excellent  and  gallant  officers.  Among  the  severely  wounded  were 
Silas  Colgrove,  colonel  twenty-seventh  Indiana  volunteers.  Colonel  L  J.  Mc- 
Oroarty,  sixty-firet  Ohio  volunteers,  A.  J.  McNett,  one  hundred  and  forty-first 
New  York,  and  Major  0.  W.  Clanherty,  one  hundred  and  forty-first  New  York 
volunteera,  most  of  whom,  I  fear,  will  be  disabled  from  active  duty  in  the  field. 
Captain  Bennett,  assistant  topographical  engineer  on  my  staff,  was  severely 
wounded  iu  the  head  during  the  action. 

Jitlj/  31. — The  division  was  engaged  in  bringing  in  our  own  and  the  enemy's 
dead.  1  regret  that  no  sufficient  memoranda  was  k-pt  by  the  buiying  parties 
to  report  tbe  latter  with  accuracy.  During  the  day  I  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  a  most  brave  and  valuable  oiScer,  Captain  Edward  H.  Newcomb,  aide-de- 
camp, who  was  mortally  wounded,  on  the  picket  line,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

Jul^  S2. — Tlie  division  moved  towards  Atlanta,  along  the  Pace's  Perry  road, 
preceded  by  a  strong  skirmish  line.  A  position  was  taken,  within  about  two  miles 
of  the  town,  connecting  on  the  right  with  the  14th  corps,  and  on  the  left  with 
Geary's  division. 

On  the  24tb.  25th,  26tb,  and  27th,  the  lines  were  straightened  and  strengthened. 

July  28. — Major  General  Hooker  having  been  relieved,  at  his  own  rec(ueBt, 
from  the  command  of  the  corps,  I  assumed  temporary  command,  pursuant  to  the 
orders  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  department  of  the  Cumberlgnd,  and 


352  EEPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

remained  in  cfimmand  until  tlie  28th  day  of  August,  wlien  I  was  relieved  liy' 
Major  General  Slocum,  appointed  by  the  President  to  the  command  of  the  corps. 
Brigadier  General  J  F.  Knipe  commanded  the  division  in  this  interval,  and 
wUl  report  npon  its  operations.  I  shall  forward  a  separate  report  of  the  move- 
menta  of  the  corps  for  the  month  I  was  in  command. 

August  28. — I  resumed  command  of  the  division,  then  lying  in  intrenched 
lines  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chattahoochee,  near  the  railroad  crossing.  Strong 
working  parties  were  employed  each  day  in  strengthening  the  lines,  and  recon- 
noiti-ing  parties  were  sent  forward,  toward  Atlanta,  every  morning,  without 
discovering  the  enemy  in  force  outside  the  works  around  the  city. 

On  the  night  of  1st  September  repeated  explosions,  followed  by  what  seemed 
reports  of  light  artillery  and  heavy  guns  on  the  southeasterly  side  of  Atlanta, 
aroused  our  whole  camp,  and  attracted  the  earnest  interest  of  all  for  at  least  two 
hours. 

Sepiemher  2. — By  order  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  corps,  before 
daylight,  I  ordered  a  reconnoitring  party  of  three  regiments,  under  Colonel 
Crane,  one  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  volunteers,  to  mareh  as  soon  as 
practicable  toward  Atlanta,  aod  report  tipon  the  condition  of  affairs.  I  subse- 
quently ascertained  that  a  portion  of  Ward's  division  had  entered  the  city, 
linipe's  brigade,  with  one  regiment  of  Boughton's  (late  Robinson's)  brigade, 
was  sent  forward,  and  later  in  the  day  the  rest  of  the  division,  by  order  of  the 
corps  commander,  was  moved  into  Atlanta  and  placed  in  the  rebel  works  oa  the 
northeast  portion  of  the  city, 

On  the  3d  four  regiments  of  Bonghton's  brigade,  left  to  gnard  the  works  at 
Montgomery's  ferry,  were  moved  iut.o  town  and  placed  so  ^  to  cover  the  Buck- 
head  or  Peach  Tree  Creek  road.  The  pickets  of  the  diviaion  are  now  posted 
from  the  Turner's  Ferry  road  to  near  the  railway  to  Augusta,  and  guards  occupy 
the  outer  line  of  works  over  the  same  distance.  During  the  protracted  and 
eventful  campaign  of  four  months,  the  casualties  of  the  division  have  beeu  as 
follows:  killed,  three  hundred  and  forty-eight,  (348;)  wounded,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  (1.877;)  missing,  fifty-one,  (51 ;)  aggregate, 
two  thousand  two  hnnclred  and  seventy-six,  (2,276.)  From  these  causes,  (sick- 
ness, expiration  of  term  of  service,  and  disehax-ges  for  disability,)  the  effective 
force,  according  to  last  report,  is  reduced  to  4,.^3S,  officers  and  men.  This  does 
not  include  the  two'batteries  which  were  detached  from  my  command  on  arriving 
at  the  front  of  Atlanta.  One  large  regiment,  the  thirty-first  Wisconsin  volun- 
teers. Colonel  West,  exchanged  with  forty-fifth  New  York  volunteers,  sent  to 
Nashville,  which  reported  on  2lst  July,  has  considerably  increased  the  strength 
of  the  third  brigade,  to  which  it  is  attached.  Before  closing  this  long,  but  incom- 
plete report,  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  valor,  constancy,  cheerfulness 
and  general  good  conduct,  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  through  all 
the  hardships,  exposures,  and  vicissitudes  of  one  of  the  most  memorable  cam- 
paigns in  the  history  of  war.  For  weeks  continuously  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  for  days  and  nights  in  succession  drenched  by  excessive  rains,  and  ex- 
posed on  hard  marches  to  a  mid-day  southern  sun,  working  on  breastworks  and 
in  trenches  by  nighf,  they  have  borne  all  with  a  patience  and  cheerfulness  that 
creates  profound  admiration.  In  the  longest  marches  there  have  been  but  few 
stragglers,  and  in  several  battles  no  skulkers ;  surely  such  soldiers  deserve  well 
of  the  republic.  My  personal  thanks  are  due  to  the  commanders  of  brigades 
for  the  capable  and  zealous  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their  duties. 

On  24th  July,  Colonel  James  S.  Robinson,  commanding  third  brigade,  was 
obliged  to  relinquish  his  command  and  ask  for  leave,  on  account  of  sickness  and 
the  effect  of  a  severe  wound  received  at  Oettysburg.  This  excellent  oflicer  has 
not  been  able  to  return  to  the  brigade.  He  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Horace 
Boughton,  one  hundred  and  forty-third  New  York  volunteers.  The  aealous, 
faithful,  and  capable  services  of  my  staff  oiScers  deserve  special  notice  and  com- 
mendation.  These  have  been  with  me  since  the  commencement  of  the  campaign. 
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Captain  Samuel  E.  Pittman,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Captain  Edward  H. 
Kewcomb,  sixty-first  Ohio  voluateers,  aseietant  aide-de-camp,  killed  on  21st 
July;  Lieutenant  George  fiohinaon,  aide-de-camp;  llajor  James  Eracis,  second 
Uassaolmsetta  volunteer  infantry,  assistant  inspector  general;  Captain  Samuel 
A.  Bennett,  one  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  volunteers,  assistant  topographi- 
cal engineer;  Captain  W.  P,  "Whitney,  division  provost  marshal;  Captain  E. 
W.  Pattiaon,  second  Masaachnaetts  volunteers,  A.  0.  M.,  left  the  service  82d  May, 
by  expiration  of  term,  and  was  succeeded  by  Captain  E.  A.  Hicks,  one  hundred 
aad  fil'tioth  New  York  volunteers;  ail  these  officers,  not  only  in  tlieir  respective 
bureaus  but  as  acting  aides  on  the  marches  and  battle-fields,  have  rendered  val- 
uable service.  Sm-geoo  C.  N.  Campbell,  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York 
volunteers,  acting  surgeou-in-chief.  Captain  H.  M.  Whittlesey,  assistant  quarter- 
master. Captain  J.  0.  fiainsay,  commissary  subsistence,  and  William  J.  Augus- 
tine, division  ordnance  officer,  have  all  been  zealous  and  efficient  in  theb  respec- 
tive depaitments. 

I  append  hereto  a  tabular  statement  of  the  casualties  in  each  brigade  and  of 
the  artillery  during  the  campaign,  and  a  list  of  field  officers  of  the  division  killed 
and  ivoimded. 

I  have  the  honor  also  to  forward,  herewith,  reporta  of  the  brigade  and  sub- 
ordinate commanders,  with  complete  lists  and  dates  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
doring'the  campaign.     To  these  reporta  I  respectfully  refer  for  details,  and  for 
whatever  of  especial  praise  ia  due  to  the  officers  of  their  respective  commands. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  yom-  obedient  sei-vant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier  C. 

Lieut.  Colonel  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  20(7*  Corps. 


Report  of  casualties  i 

Jirst  division  s/qf  dwing  the  campaign  of  1S64. 

N.im(^. 

Rank, 

Regiment. 

Date. 

Locality. 

Ktfinarks, 

SiimuelA.  Bonnett.. 
Edw'a  H.  Kciwoomb. 

Captain . . 
....do.... 

IWlhN.T.volB. 
61st  Ohio  vols... 

1864. 
July    20 
July    ai 

Peach  Tree  creek 
....do 

Wounded. 
Killed, 

Recapitulation  of  casiialties  in 

the  first  division 
campaign. 

of  tlie  2iitk 

corps 

durin 

g  the 

c„.on».a„„„.™„. 

™-rEnM.». 

Command. 

S 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

is 

i 

1 

1 

10 
4 
6 

1 

25 

...... 

...... 

2 
44 
37 

lys 
% 

ID] 
5 

G04 

544 
15 

17 
7 

754 
735 
659 
20 

Mbriga'b 

634 

ai 

327 

1,785 

49 

3,161 

3,276 

.Google 


KEFORT  OF  MAJOE  GENERAL  THOMAS. 


HEADIiT.AKTERS  ThIRD  DiVIFION  20TI1  GoRPS, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  7,  1S64. 

OoLONEL;  111  olietlieiice  to  you  i;  order  1  make  the  follow  id  g  report  of  tho 
operations  of  the  tliird  division  20th  aiiny  eorps,  from  the  2(1  day  of  Slay,  18(54, 
to  the  2d  day  of  Septemher,  1864,  inclnsive. 

From  tho  2d  day  of  May  to  the  29th  day  of  June,  Major  Geaci'al  EiifterlieM 
commanded  the  diviaioa  ;  on  the  latter  dato  he  left  for  New  York,  taking  with 
him  all  the  reports  which  had  heen  made  up  to  that  date.  I  can  make  but  an 
indefinite  report  of  tlie  operations  of  the  second  and  third  brigades  prior  to  my 
aBSuming  command  of  the  division,  therefore  I  append  copies  of  the  reports  of 
Colonels  Cobnm  aad  "Wood,  also  a  copy  of  my  own  report  as  commander  of  the 
fii-st  brigade ;  in  these  you  will  find  full  and  miuate  details  of  all  operations. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  the  division  left  [,ookout  Talley,  Tennessee,  aad  marched 
to  Snake  Creek  gap.  Laving  stopped  for  aeyera!  days  near  BaEaard'a  Koost  gap, 
Georgia,  when  the  third  hrigade  was  sent  out  on  a  reconnois sauce  towards  tho 
Boost  and  had  some  little  skirraishiug.  In  Snake  Creek  gap  we  reuiained  two 
days,  a  major  portion  of  the  time  working  on  the  roads.  From  here  the  divisinn 
moved  towards  Resaca,  whei-e  the  enemy  was  then  in  force.  "Kear  Ueaaca,  on 
the  13th  day  of  May,  at  about  12  o'clock,  the  division  formed  line  of  b;ittle  on 
the  left  of  the  15th  corps  ;  we  then  moved  forward  one  and  a  half  miles  to  the 
rear  of  a  division  of  the  15th  army  corps,  whose  troops  were  skirmishiog  with 
the  enemy.  We  then  moved  to  the  left  and  relieved  a  part  of  Ceaeral  Johnson's 
command;  the  first  brigade  relieved  General  King's  brigade;  the  division  remained 
here  until  the  morning  of  the  25tli  mstant,  when  we  moved  to  tha  left  about  two 
miles  and  were  halted;  at  this  place  an  order  was  given  me  to  attack  tlic  enemy 
wiili  my  first  brigade  formed  in  battalion  column,  at  intervals  of  forty  paces 
between  regiments.  The  charging  column  was  to  be  supported  on  the  right  by 
the  second,  and  on  the  left  by  the  thu-d  brigade ;  Tve  foi-med  as  directed,  about 
one  mile  from  the  enemy's  works,  about  12  o'clock,  the  third  brigade  going  for- 
waid  and  attacking  before  any  order  was  given  me  to  make  the  attack;  the  sec- 
ond brigade,  except  nineteenth  Michigan,  also  moved  forward ;  both  brigades 
drove  hack ;  I  was  then  ordered  t«  charge;  mj  command  moved  forward  in  fine 
order  through  the  thick  woods ;  after  moving  forward  about  two  hundred  yards,  the 
column  debouched  into  an  open  field;  I  imrocdiately  gave  the  order  "double- 
quick,"  it  was  ol eyed  promptly,  the  men  m,oving  steadily;  rapidly  canied  a 
lunette  beyond  the  field  in  a  dense  wood  on  a  commanding  position  and  four 
pieces  of  artillery,  (light  twelves,)  which  we  carried  next  day  into  Heaaca  and 
turned  into  the  depot  ordnance  ofGecr.  When  we  came  on  to  the  open  field  tlio 
first  and  second  regiments  took  the  double-quick  sooner  than  did  the  third,  fourth, 
and  fif'h  regiments ;  this  made  a  gap  in  the  column ;  I  was  then  ivitli  the  second 
regiment.  I  turned  back  and  ordered  those  behind  to  close  up,  on  the  double- 
qnick.  At  that  time  a  battery  on  the  right,  and  that  one  in  front  were  pouring 
fliell  and  canister  into  the  column ;  the  musketry  from  the  rebel  lines  was  olao 
very  heavy,  and  doing  great  execution,  yet  the  column  moved  forward  in  pretty 
good  order;  the  last  regiments  were  impeded  in  the  march  by  a  large  aumber  of 
men  belonging  to  other  brigades  lying  upon  the  gi-ound,  over  which  they  had  to 
pass  i  however,  they  got  through  these  and  the  bushes  as  fast  as  possible,  reached 
the  hill  in  front  of  the  lunette,  and  extending  aJimg  the  enemy's  breastworks 
to  the  left  of  said  lunette.  Two  of  my  i-egimental  flags  were  placed  on  the  works 
and  there  remained  until  9  o'clock  fliat  night,  when  we  were  relieved.  Owing 
to  some  mistake  in  the  transmission  of  orders,  a  portion  of  my  command  fell  back ; 
when  I  reached  a  point  of  high  gi-onnd  between  tho  captured  lunette  and  the 
enemy's  breastworks,  I  found  about  four  hundred  of  my  men.  Colonel  Gilbert, 
of  the  nineteenth  Michigan,  came  up  at  this  time  with  his  regiment.  I  ordered 
him  to  ftrm  with' my  men;  he  executed  the  order  promptly.     All  this  lime  the 
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6116107  ^"■^  firing  upon  «a ;  we  returned  the  Sre  as  soon  as  tbe  men  were  foniied.  , 
I  ordered,  tliem  to  moi^e  forward  towards  tlie  breastworks,  and  continue  tbe  fire. 
About  this  time  a  captain  of  the  oue  hundred  and  twenty-ninth  Illinois  volun- 
teers came  to  me  from  towards  the  works,  saying,  "  For  God's  sake,  general,  don't 
fire,  those  are  our  men'in  those  works." ,  I  veplied  that  it  was  impossible,  as  our  men 
would  not  fire  upon  us  as  those  ia  the  works  were  doing.  I  started  the  captain  to 
makeamintiteesaiainationandi-eport,  when  tliewboleline  of  works  opened  aheavy 
fire,  which  threw  the  men  into  some  coufasion,  and  many,  in  spite  of  all  I  could 
do,  fell  back  and  retreated.  Those  who  remained  I  ordered  to  take  trees,  lie 
down  and  crawl  up  to  the  works,  saying  that  we  conld  carry  them,  and  that  I 
couid  lead;  a  gallant  determined  band  followed  about  thirty  paces;  some  fifteen 
or  twenty  were  killed  by  or  near  me,  yet  we  moved  on  nntil  we  got  within  abotit 
fifteen  paces  of  the  works,  whea  I  was  shot;  I  then  ordered  them  to  hold  their 
places  under  cover  as  much  as  possible,  stating  that  re- enforcements  would  soon 
come  up ;  that  I  would  remain,  sending  for  a  surgeon  to  come  to  the  foot  of  the 
liill  behind  ns ;  this  I  did.  We  remained  at  this  place,  under  cover  of  some  bushes 
and  trees,  for  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the  men  insisting  on  carryiog  me 
off  and  I  refusing  to  let  them,  in  hopes  that  sufGcient  force  would  soon  come  up 
to  assist  us  ia  carrying  the  works  or  to.i-elieve  us ;  none  came.  Thinking  that  by 
this  time  my  messenger  should  have  returned  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  with  a  sur- 
geon, I  consented  to  go  there,  have  my  wonnds  dressed  and  retura.  I  was  shot 
through  the  left  arm,  the  same  ball  wounding  me  in  the  side,  and  I  then  thought 
it  had  remained  in  my  body;  the  slight  movement  caused  by  my  starting  seemed 
to  arouse  the  enemy,  (they  liad  been  quiet  for  some  time,)  and  he  opened  upon 
ine  first  from  his  whole  line,  driving  my  men  and  forcing  thera  to  retreat  on 
double  quick  time.  I  could  only  follow  tlieie  retreating  steps.  On  reaching  the 
bottom,  I  found  some  hundred  men  of  my  command,  I  ordered  them  forward 
to  aid  their  comrades,  who  were  already  in  and  neai'  the  works.  They  quickly 
and  promptly  started,  hut  as  they  reached  the  road,  covered  by  the  enemy's 
battery  on  oiu'  right,  they  were  throivn  into  eonfasion  by  the  shells,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  rally  and  reform  them  at  that  point;  this  was  between  4  and  5 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  With  the  aid  of  two  of  my  soldiers  I  retui-ned  to  our 
"works  on  the  hill,  fouod  a  sumeon,  had  my  wounds  dressed,  and  returned  to  the 
road  at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  Here  I  found  that  portion  of  my  brigade  which  had 
fallen  back,  formed  and  ready  to  re-assault  the  enemy.  I  sent  my  aid.  Lieu- 
tenant Harrymau,  to  General  Bntterfield,  for  permission  to  assault  the  works 
again;  this  he  refused  to  give.  On  the  charge  all  my  officers  and  men,  (except 
two  field  officers,  now  out  of  service,)  are  entitled  to  praise.  But  for  a  fire  in 
the  rear,  (by  mistake,)  I  am  satisfied  we  would  not  only  have  succeeded  ia  eai-ry- 
iiig  the  battery,  hut  should  also  have  carried  the  breastworks.  We  lost  ia  this 
fight  many  bravo  men,  bat  tlie  enemy  lost  more ;  we  buried  fifty-four  of  our  mea 
and  about  ninety  rebels,  they  having  left  their  works  during  the  night,  leaving 
their  dead  on  the  ground.  My  brigade  was  ordered  to  bury  the  dead  and  to 
gather  the  trophies.  Ws  turned  in  the  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  about  two 
thousand  stand  of  email  arms.  The  part  taken  in  the  battle  by  the  second  and 
third  brigades  can  be  better  shown  in  the  brigade  commander's  report.  I  knew 
but  little ;  I  saw  the  third  brigade  advance,  attack  and  return  before  I  was  ordered 
to  advance;  I  saw  none  of  the  secoud  brigade,  except  the  nineteenth  Michigan, 
iiud  that  I  placed  with  my  command.  This  regiment  fought  bravely,  losing  soma 
fifteen  or  twenty  killed  and  a  great  many  wounded.  Colonel  Gilbert  was  mor- 
tally wownded  and  died  in  a  few  days ;  he  behaved  most  gallantly,  fighting  like 
a  hero.  The  loss  of  the  division  in  this  battle  was  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three ; 
thirty-seven  ofB,eers  and  nine  hundred  and  twenty-sis  enlisted  men.  The  division 
moved  on  the  16th  instant  to  Field's  ferry,  crossing  the  river  at  that  point.  On 
the  17th  we  moved  on  towards  Oalhoun;  on  the  18th  towards  Two  Run  creek, 
near  (Jassville.     We  skirmished  over  a  gravelly  plateau,  the  enemy  disputing 
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the  ground  stubbornly.  On  the  19tTi  instant  we  occupied  Oassville.  Here 
the  Eirmy  rested  three  days.  We  then  moved,  croased  the  Etowah,  and 
passed  through  Burst  Hickory.  On  t!ie  SSth  of  May,  we  struck  the  enemy 
at  New  Hope  church,  near  DalJas ;  here  Johnston  had  intended  to  make  a 
stand.  Our  division  met  and  fought  him  at  this  place,  the  second  and  third 
biigadea  only  being  engaged ;  they  hehaced  well,  driving  the  enemy  into  bis 
works.  The  second  brigade  lost  8  officers  and  lOS  meia;  the  third,  9  officers  and 
112  men;  the  fii'st,  4  officers  ajid  27  men.  The  fii«t  brigade,  being  formed  in  the 
reai'  of  the  second  and  third,  was  not  engaged,  bnt  lost  men  hy  sheik  bnrst- 
ing  in  the  lines.  That  night  we  advanced  and  threw  up  works,  occupied  thera 
a  day  or  two,  whea  the  right  of  the  first  brigade  was  thrown  forward  on  ncv/ 
works  built.  We  then  remained  statioaaiy  nntil  the  first  day  of  Juae,  when 
Tve  were  relieved  by  the  15th  ai-my  cii'ps,  and  msi-ched  to  the  left  of  the  33d 
army  corps,  wliich  was  in  front  of  AckwortL.  We  were  constantly  working  or 
skirmishing  all  tlie  time.  The  men  of  the  division  behaved  with  great  coolness 
and  bravery,  fighting  or  working,  whenever  and  wherever  ordered  to  do  one  or 
the  other;  they  showed  themselves  Iroe  soldiers.  The  morning  we  reached  the 
left  of  the  23d  corps  it  was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  One  division  was  formed 
to  anpport  the  corps.  The  second  brigade  was  in  the  front  line,  throwing  up 
works  ;  the  first  brigade  in  the  second  line,  the  third  brigade  in  reserve. 

On  the  3d  day  of  June  this  division  moved  towards  Ackwoith,  in  support  of 
Eovey's  division  of  the  23d  corps,  We  camped  for  the  night  near  Morris  Hill 
church,  on  the  left  of  our  entire  army.  The  next  day  we  moved  into  the  works 
built  by  General  Hovcy'e  comraaud,  tliey  having  advanced.  We  remained  in 
these  works  until  the  enemy  retreated.  We  then  moved  on  Actworth  and  Sand- 
town  road,  and  took  position  at  Mount  Olivet  church,  near  Kemp's  sawmills  ; 
here  we  remained  until  the  ISth  of  June,  the  ml  '  b  ilt  breastworks.  The 
23d  corps  moved  to  out  right,  towai'da  Lost  m  t  th  4th  and  14th  corps 
on  our  left,  towards  Pine  Knob,  where  the  reb  1      mp  plainly  seen. 

On  the  15th  the  division  moved  to  Gil  Gal  k  wn  th  Golgotha  church, 
and  halted  near  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  on  th  1  tt  f  h  S  ndtown  road,  and 
formed  lines  of  battle.  As  soon  as  the  formati  w  mpl  t  1  General  Butter- 
field  (then  commanding  division)  ordered  ma  t  d  f  my  regiments  to 
drive  the  enemy's  skirmishers  out  of  a  wood  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  our 
Irontj  between  us  and  this  wood  there  was  a  large  cleared  field,  I  sent  the  one 
hundred  and  second  Illinois,  Colonel  F.  0.  Smith,  who  deployed  his  regiment 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  we  had  formed  line  of  battle;  returning  one-half, 
to  be  used  as  a  reserve,  ho  moved  off;  when  the  regiment  was  about  half-way 
across  the  field  General  Butterfield  directed  me  to  send  another  regiment  to  sup- 
port the  one  hundred  and  second-  I  sent  the  one  hundred  and  fifth  Illiuois, 
Colonel  Daatin,  I  was  then  ordered  to  move  my  brigade  and  take  possession 
of  two  hills  on  my  right  and  left  front.  I  moved  with  the  three  regiments,  rest- 
ing the  right  on  one  of  the  hills,  and  ordering  the  one  hundred  and  fifth  Illinois 
to  fall  back  into  line,  resting  on  tlie  hill  to  iJie  left,  thus  taking  the  two  hills  as 
directed.  I  was  then  ordered  to  immediately  move  my  line  forwai-d  iiito  the 
woods ;  the  men  moved  forward  promptly,  like  veterans  ;  the  enemy's  pickets 
and  sharpshooters  firing  upon  us;  the  men  and  officers  were  cool,  moving  as 
regularly  as  though  on  drill.  When  I  reached  a  road  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  in  the  wood,  I  halted  the  line.  During  this  time  the  enemy  had  opened 
a  heavy  fire  on  my  left,  and  also  upon  Geneiul  Geaiy's  division,  which  waa  to 
the  left  of  my  line.  General  Butterfield  had,  without  my  knowledge,  ordered  the 
one  hundred  and  fifth  Illinois  out  of  the  line  of  battle  and  retired  it  to  a  cover. 
While  remaining  in  the  road  I  was  ordered  to  tlirow  my  skirmishers  forwaid  to 
ascertain  the  number  and  position  of  the  enemy.  They  returned,  reporting  hira 
in  fiill  force,  behind  strong  breastworks,  500  or  600  yarcla  in  advance  of  us.  'I'his 
information  was  transmitted  to  General  Butterfield.    He  ordered  me  to  attack 
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t  Pnem^  vigiion'.Iy  lul  dive  li7ra  fiom  hia  ivorks,  saying  that  tliero  waa 
thiDg  but  a  Ime  oi  akumielieis  bi,Iiiud  tlie  works;  that  the  main  tudy  had 
letieated  The  Utt  oidei  waa  ^ivcn  neir  disk  lu  ohedieuce,  I  ordered  my 
hi  g^de  ioFwaid  they  moved  rapidly  and  ii  perfect  order.  The  rebel  skir- 
mi  her?  opened  upon  us  aud  my  latn  biiskly  returned  the  fire,  advaaeiug  aa 
tlpj  fired  We  sjon  reathed  then  first  line  I  ordered  the  seTenty-iiiuth 
Ohio  volunteei"  Lieutenant  OoloacI  Doaae  to  fix  bayonets  and  charge  the  Hue, 

id  they  pioinpfly  obeyed  diivmg  tl  e  enemy  out  of  tfio  line  in  their  immediate 
front-  The  seventieth  Indiaaa,  Colonel  Harrison,  on  the  right  of  the  eeventy- 
uiutii  Ohio,  did  the  same  thing.  The  enemy  fell  back,  firing.  It  was  ae  heavy 
muuketiy  as  I  ever  heard,  but  the  two  reginoeiits  moved  on;  the  rebel?  did  not 
stop  until  they  got  into  their  second  main  line  of  works,  when  they  opened  with 
artillery,  (eight  pieces,}  in  our  immediate  front,  and  a  battery  on  either  Bank. 
I  then  halted  the  line,  ordered  the  aeventy-niath  Ohio  to  lie  down  uader  cover  of 
a  hill  and  to  cease  flring.  The  seventieth  Indiana  having  nothing  to  shield  them, 
I  oideied  their  fire  to  be  kept  up  and  the  giound  they  occupied  to  bo  hdd  I 
lent  out  a  reconnoitnag  party  fiom  the  seventy  nmth  Ohio  to  find  fut  i£ 
JO*"  ble  wliAt  we  hid  to  dD  to  lake  the  woik"  but  they  weie  foiced  bxck 
ly  the  temfic  faie  My  other  legimeat  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  ninth 
Illmoi4  Colonel  Case  I  ad  uot  j  et  come  up  having  been  impeded  by  a  ravioe 
and  a  thicLu  of  ui  detbiuah    but  tt  ti  lally  reached  the  line  of  battle     The 

flu,  11  and  men  behaved  well  It  wa=i  now  daik  and  I  seat  back  to  Or  neral 
Butteihold  to  know  whiit  I  must  do  whether  to  storm  the  woika  m  the  duk 
01  to  thiow  up  notks  where  I  was  and  lemoin  untd  daylight  I  was  ordeied 
f>  go  no  fuither,  but  to  hoH  and  fortify  the  position  then  held  by  my  line 
11 18  I  commenced  and  wa?  twice  attacked  by  the  enemy  nhen  working  but 
e  ich  time  they  weie  quickly  lepulsed  The  seventieth  Indiana  was  now  out  of 
ammunition  and  G-eneial  Butteifitld  leheved  mv  entue  Ine  bj  poitions  of  the 

ecnud  and  thud  biigadea  The  offieera  and  ri^en  acquitted  themselves  noblj 
m  this  charge;  I  was  forced  to  follow  tliem  on  foot,  consequently  could  note  the 
actions  of  all.  No  men  ever  behaved  more  gallantly.  The  loss  this  day  was  in, 
the  first  brigade  103  men.  in  the  second  and  third  11  each.  My  brigade,  when 
relieved,  moved  to  the  left  and  hnilt  works  connecting  on  left  with  General  Wil- 
liams's division ;  the  second  biigade  connecced  on  the  right  with  the  23d  corps. 
A  large  portion  of  the  third  brigade  was  held  in  reserve.  The  euemy  evacuated 
his  works  on  the  night  of  the  lUth,  moving  towards  Kenesaw. 

On  the  17th  our  division  followed  on  Marietta  road,  crossed  Koses's  creek,  and 
formed  a  line  of  battle  on  the  right,  one-half  mile  distant  from  the  road.  Mov- 
ing forward  we  found  the  enemy  in  force,  strongly  fortified.  We  built  works, 
aud  made  some  movements  that  will  be  found  in  reports  of  Colonels  Oobmu 
and  Wood. 

Oa  the  2Sd  instant  we  moved  forward  to  attack  a  hill  in  our  front ;  the  division 
ivas  foiTued  as  follows ;  Third  brigade  in  front,  the  first  supporting  iii  rear,  the 
second  on  the  left;  this  attck  was  gallantly  made,  and  the  hill  taken  in  fine  style 
by  the  third  brigade;  it  was  held  by  the  third  and  a  portion  of  the  first  on  the 
right  of  third,  the  second  brigade  on  left.  General  Hood's  corps  that  day  made 
an  attack  on  Genei'ai  Williams's  division.  The  artillery  of  one  division  did  good 
service,  but  the  scene  of  action  was  too  fai-  off  for  our  musketry  to  be  brought 
into  play.  Two  slight  attacks  were  made  on  tlte  second  brigade,  but  they  ivere 
easily  and  quickly  repulsed.  That  night  we  were  relieved  by  Major  Geneial 
Stanley's  division,  4th  army  corps,  and  moved  to  the  right,  camping  in  i-eai'  of 

Genei-ala  Geaiy  and  Williams, 

On  the  morning  of  the  25tb  we  moved  on  the  Mai-Ietta  road  and  took  up  posi- 
tion between  General  Williams's  right  and  the  left  of  the  23d  corps.    This  position , 

was  held  until  the  8d  day  of  July ;  constant  firing  of  artillery  aud  muskctiy  was 
kept  up  all  the  time. 
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On  tlie  S9tli  daj  of  June,  Major  Goaeral  But terfieH  availing  himself  of  a  leave 
of  absence,  I,  as  senior  officer  present,  assumed  command  of  the  division. 

On  the  3d  day  of  July,  about  3  o'clock  a  m.,  my  akiimishere  reported  that 
the  enemy  had  evacuated  his  works;  the  intelligence  was  at  once  ti'ansmitted  to 
corps  headquarters,  and  I  was  ordered  to  move  my  command  to  Marietta,  on  the 
main  Powder  Spring  road.  After  leaving  my  woiks,  and  moving  abottt  a  mile,  I 
threw  forward  the  one  hundred  and  second  Illinois  volunteera  as  skirmishers ; 
in  another  half  mile  they  met  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  but  drove  tliem  easily ; 
in  fact,  as  fest  as  the  column  moved,  within  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  of  Marietta, 
A  column  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  discovered  moving  frera  the  town,  on  or 
near  the  Atlanta  railroad.  Captain  Smith's  battery  I,  first  Michigan,  was  quickly 
brought  np,  placed  in  position,  and  opened  opou  the  column ;  it  was  quickly 
dispersed.  They  bi-ought  up  two  batteries,  however,  and  opened  fire,  doing  but 
-little  damage  before  they  were  silenced.  In  the  mean  time.  Generals  Tbomss  aiid 
Hooker  having  come  up,  I  was  ordered  to  moye-  to  a  certain  positiim,  to  be  shown 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  C'  W.  Asmussea,  acting  inspector  general  20th  army 
corps.  I  marched  with  a  strong  line  of  skirmisher's,  well  in  advance  of  my 
column,  for  a  mile  or  two ;  no  enemy  was  seen;  stragglers  and  deserters  were 
picked  up  in  considerable  number.  About  S  o'clock  the  rebel  cavali-y  began 
feebly  to  resist  our  further  progress,  but  they  yielded  the  ground  easily  to  tlie 
skirmishera,  and  the  division  moved  on.  We  then  came  to  the  infantiy  pickets, 
drove  them  in,  and  took  up  poeitioQ  neai'  the  enemy.  He  shelled  us  viciously, 
but  Bis  firing  was,  very  poor.  The  14th  army  corps  was  expected  to  come  up 
along  the  railroad  on  mj  left;  for  some  reason  they  failed  to  do  so,  but  came  up 
ill  the  rear,  relieved  my  division,  and  I  moved  off  to  the  right  of  Generals  "Wil- 
liams's and  Geary's  division. 

On  the  4th  instant  abont  2  p,  m.  I  moved  off  towards  Nickajack  creek,  taking 
a  position  indicated  by  Major  General  Hooker,  near  the  16th  and  23d  corps. 

On  the  5th  instant,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  his  works,  we  moved  on  the 
Turner's  I'erry  and  iiarietta  road,  my  division  following  General  WiUiam-s'a 
ordnance  triuu.  This  march  was  extremely  fatiguing  to  my  troops ;  those 
ahead  of  us  moved  haltingly.  At  night  wo  camped  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
in  rear  of  the  other  two  divisions  of  the  corps. 

On  the  6th  I  took  up  position  confronting  the  enemy's  fortifications  on  the 
OhattahoocLee  river.  General  Geary  was  on  my  right.  General  Williams 
on  my  left.  There  was  some  skinaishing  here,  but  it  did  not  amount  to  much. 
So  Booa  as  the  enemy  crossed  the  river  my  pickets  were  advanced  to  the  northern 
bank.  There  was  no  firing  now  from  either  side,  the  men  having,  for  a  time, 
formed  an  armistice. 

On  the  17th  day  of  July  I  marched  to  Pace's  ferry,  crossed  the  river,  and 
moved  to  the  left  of  the  Atlanta  raUroad,  camping  my  command  within  about  a 
mile  of  Nancy's  creek. 

On  the  18th  General  Hooker  ordered  me  to  make  a  reconnois sauce  ■with  one 
of  my  brigades  towaids  Buclchead.  Colonel  Wood's  third  brigade  went  out, 
Nancy's  creek  was  bridged,  and  the  troops  moved  forward  rapidly,  meeting 
with  no  resistaBce  from  the  enemy.  About  1  o'clock  p.  m.  General  Hooker 
informed  me  that  the  4th  army  corps  was  already  at  Buckhead,  and  ordered  me 
to  move  my  entire  division  and  take  up  position  on  right  of  4th  army  corps. 
This  I  did,  and  threw  up  a  line  of  works  for  defence. 

On  the  19th  my  pioneers  and  working  parties  were  busily  engaged  in  building 
bridges  across  Peach  Tree  creek. 

On  the  SOth  instant  I  was  ordered  to  march  my  division  up  in  Support  of 
Generals  Williams  and  Geaiy;  before  the  position  was  gained  the  order  was 
changed.  I  was  to  fill  up  the  gap  between  General  Geary's  left  and  the  right 
of  the  4th  army  corps.  After  looking  over  the  ground,  I  determined  to  cross 
he  c  reek  on  a  bridge  in  the  rear  of  G^ueral  Newton's  division.    There  was  a  high 
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liill  that  completely  Lid  my  movements  from  the  enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  it 
pvotectcd  the  maia  body  of  the  troops,  while  the  Bkirmisliora  were  driving  the 
rebel  pickets  from  the  ridge  and  valley  which  I  was  to  occupy.  The  twenty- 
Kecond  Wisconsin  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-aisth  New  York  drove  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  aad  covered  the  commanding  ground  which  I  intended  to  occupy 
by  foiming  line  of  battle.  The  troops  now  moved  into  the  cornfield,  and  formed 
at  the  foot  of  the  iii!l  iii  the  following  order:  first  bngade  oc  the  right,  second 
brigade  in  the  cenU-e,  third  brigade  oa  tie  left.  General  Hooker,  through 
Captain  Hall,  aide-de-camp,  ordered  that  the  division  remain  where  it  was  uutil 
further  orders.  About  3  o'clock  p.  ra.  Colonel  Cobiirn  reported  to  me  that  the 
enemy  was  advancing  upon  us  in  strong  force.  I  immediately  despatched  staff 
officers  to  order  the  brigade  commanders  to  move  their  commands  rapidly  to  the 
high  ground  in  our  front.  The  division  moved  at  once  in  splendid  order.  The 
skirmish  line,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bloodgood,  of  the  twenty- 
second  Wisconsin,  behaved  most  gallantly,  refusing  to  fall  back  until  sorely 
pressed  by  the  rebel  lino  of  battle,  and  then  only  they  retreated  slowly  reluc- 
tantly yielding  the  ground,  disputing  every  foot  they  gave  up  ;  they  had  f  lien 
back  to  the  ridge,  covering  the  division,  followed  closely -by  the  rebel  hne  where 
my  line  of  battle  reached.  Colonel  Bleodgood  drew  his  men  to  the  lear  of  the 
main  line,  and  the  battle  began  in  earnest.  The  first  line  of  the  rebels  was 
^battered  iQ  a  few  m_inutes.  My  advance  was  hardiy  checked  a  miaute  The 
i^nemy  had  evidently  believed  themselves  in  a  gap  between  Geaei  il  Geiry  and 
t!ie  4th  army  corps.  Meeting  my  lino  of  battle  seemed  to  completely  addle  then 
brams.  Their  first  line  broke,  mixing  up  the  second  line.  They  were  now  in 
the  wildest  confnsiou,  firing  in  all  directions,  some  endeavoring  to  get  away, 
some  undecided  what  to  do,  others  nishing  into  our  lines.  I  stili  advanced,  my 
men  keeping  up  a  steady  fire,  crossed  a  deep  ravine  to  gain  the  next  hill  to  make 
good  my  connexions  with  General  Newton  on  my  left  and  General  Geary  on 
my  right,  and  also  to  gain  a  position  which  commanded  the  open  country  for 
600  yards  in  advance.  Once  they  had  made  a  feeble  effort  to  rally,  bat  they 
were  too  badly  broken.  They  succeeded  ia  making  a  slight  attack,  hut  it  was 
not  a  concerted  movement;  it  commenced  oa  the  left,  raaniug  at  intei-vals  towards 
the  right ;  it  only  resnlted  ia  giving  us  more  prisoners,  two  more  hattle-fiags, 
and  swelling  the  already  frightful  number  of  rebel  dead  and  wounded;  they 
tiien  fled  to  the  woods,  leaving  dead,  woaaded,  and  arms  in  our  possession. 
1  took  up  the  chosen  position  aad  commenced  to  fortify  it.  The  enemy  was 
rallying  his  men  in  the  woods,  keeping  ap  a  constant  fire  on  our  lines,  and  made 
several  attempts  to  chai-ge ;  we  i-etarned  the  fii-e  vigorously,  repalaed  the  charges 
before  they  got  far  oat  of  the  woods  ;  this  was  kept  tip  briskly  until  6  p.  m., 
whea  the  fire  began  to  abate,  bat  a  brisk  skirmishing  fire  was  kept  ap  aatil 
dark.  The  ambalance  corps  worked  faithfally  all  aight  carryiag  off  the 
woaaded  of  both  armies.  ■  Seen  aS;er  daybreak  on  the  21st  all  were  cared  for. 
My  division  in  this  battle  had  no  artillery,  it  having  been  impossibie  to  move  it 
across  the  coantry.  Captain  Gary  had  his  batteries  oa  the  Backhead  road, 
where  he  was  put  ia  position  by  General  Thomas ;  there  he  did  good  service  in 
protecting  Geaeral  Newton's  left  flank.  In  the  beginning  of  the  battle  Major 
General  Thomas  sent  to  me  for  a  brigade  to  assist  Geaeral  Newtoa;  as  my 
M^iiole  line  was  hotly  engaged,  and  only  a  portion  of  one  regiment  (one  hundred 
and  thirty-sixth  New  York)  in  reserve,  I  begged  to  be  excased  from  parting  with 
any  portion  of  my  command.  General  Thomas,  as  soon  as  he  learaed  how  I 
was  sitiiated,  revoked  the  order,  hut  requested  me  to  send  two  regiments. 
This  could  Bot  be  done,  as  it  woald  have  made  a  gap  ia  my  hne  that  would 
probably  have  proved  fatal  to  my  division,  if  aot  to  the  entire  corps.  General 
Thomas  withdrew  the  request  whea  the  facts  were  communicated  to  him. 
Dariag  the  eagagemeat  my  troops  never  wavered,  although  troops  to  the  right 
and  to  the  left  of  them  gave  way.     At  nightfall,  however,  the  rest  of  the  corps- 
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and  Neivton's  division  of  tbe  4tli  corps  had  re-established  themselFes  in  their 
old  positionB.     The  fight  in  my  front  lasted  three  honrs  or  more. 

To  my  brigade  eommanders.  Colonel  Harrison,  seventieth  Indiana,  (first,) 
Colonel  Oobum,  thirty-third  Indiana,  (second,)  aad  Colonel  Wood,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-sixth  New  York,  (third,)  I  am  indebted  for  their  prompt  obedience  to 
ordere,  for  their  gallant  and  unwavering  support  in  discharge  of  duties  as  com- 
manding offiecra.  Each  handled  his  eommand  well,  and  in  a  manner  alike 
creditable  to  hitoself  and  to  the  service.  To  all  the  members  of  my  staff  I  am 
indebted  for  their  efBcient  manner  of  conveying  orders  to  the  various  parts  of 
this  bloody  field;  especially  I  am  indebted  to  Major  Lackner,  Captains  Speed 
and  Tibbetts,  aad  Lieutenants  Harryman  and  Thompson,  for  their  services  on 
this  f5ay.  In  this  engagement  my  division  captured  seven  battle-flags,  twenty- 
five  officers'  swords,  and  a  large  number  of  emall-ai'ms,  one  hnndred  and  fourteen 
prisoaers.  and  one.  hundred  and  thirty-two  wounded  rebels  sent  to  hospital. 
These  prisoners  represented  seventeen  different  regiments  from  Loriug's  and 
"Walker's  divisions ;  one  man  was  from  Cheatham's.  The  estimated  loss  of  the 
enemy  in  my  front  was  five  hnndred  killed,  two  thousand  five  hundred  wounded, 
and  two  hundred  and  forty-sis  prisoners.  My  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  and 
missing  five  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

July  SI  was  spent  in  bxirying  the  dead  and  caring  for  the  wounded.  The 
enemy's  pickets  were  in  the  opposite  woods,  but  fired  little  and  withliiit  effect. 

Go  the  32d  I  was  ordered  to  move  my  command  on  left  of  Buckhead  and 
Atlanta  road  towai-da  the  city.  This  I  did,  making  connexion  with  the  left  of 
General  Wood's  (third  division  4th  army  corps)  skirmish  tine.  I  moved  on  until 
halted  by  an  order  from  General  Hooker  to  take  up  position  and  fortify.  This 
was  done,  ray  i-ight  connecting  with  General  Geaiy,  my  left  with  4th  army  corps. 

On  the  23d  I  advanced  my  line,  thereby  shortening  it.  Division  remained 
stationary  until  the  27th  of  July,  when  General  Geaiy  relieved  my  division  and 
it  was  placed  in  reserve. 

On  the  2Sth  General  Williams  assumed  command  of  the  corps,  General 
Hooker  having  been  relieved  at  his  own  req^uest.  At  about  5  o'clock  p.  m. 
General  Williams,  through  his  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Colonel  ilobinson, 
ordered  me  to  move  to  the  right  to  support  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  which 
was  heavily  engaged.  After  marching  about  a  mile  and  a  half  the  order  was 
countermanded,  and  I  moved  back  to  the  old  camp  in  rear  of  the  corps. 

On  the  moraing  of  the  S9th  I  marched  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  army  to 
support  General  Davis's  division  iu  a  reconnoissanee,  I  moved  in  hia  rear ; 
when  he  halted  for  the  wight  I  went  iuto  camp,  throwing  up  works. 

On  the  30th  I  was  ordered  by  Major  General  Thomas  to  take  up  a  refused 

fosition  on  the  right  of  General  Morgan's  (commanding  Davis's)  division.     This 
did,  and  threw  up  a  strong  line  of  rifle-pits. 

August  2. — I  was  ordered  to  move  back  to'  the  centre  of  the  line,  and  hold 
my  command  in  readiness  to  relieve  the  14th  army  corps,  except  brigade  oa 
right,  at  daylight  nest  morning.  My  troops  were  ready  at  the  appointed  time, 
but  it  was  fully  10  o'clock  before  tlie  14th  ai-my  coi-ps  was  ready  to  leave  the 
woiks.  When  they  moved  out  my  command  moved  in.  The  pickets  were 
relieved,  and  I  immediately  commenced  to  straighten  the  lines.  I  pushed  the 
lines  forward  from  three  hundred  yards  to  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  building  three 
sets  of  pits  and  forts,  using  a  great  deal  of  labor  to  strengtlien  the  position 
to  counterbalance  my  thin  line  of  men.  The  pickets  made  a  truce,  and  did 
not  fire  on  one  another.  This  was  fortunate,  as  we  had  been  losing  a  number  of 
onr  men  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters.  Artillery  firing  was  kept  up 
at  intervals,  bat  this  practice  of  the  enemy  was  veiy  poor,  doing  little  or  no 
damage  to  our  works,  killing  and  wounding  but  few  of  our  men. 

Oa  the  25th  day  of  August  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  my  command  at 
8  o'clock  p.  m.  and  march  to  Turner's  feny  with  two  brigades,  the  first  brigade 
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gomg  to  tie  railroad  bridge.  I  witbdrew  at  tlie  appointed  time ;  tbe  roads  being 
full  of  wagons  and  troops,  we  did  not  reach  the  feny  until  daybreak  on  the 
2flth  instant.  I  bad  working  parties  fortifj'ing  tbe  position  to  be  occupied,  and 
one  day  was  sufficient  to  finish  the  works,  at  least  so  far  as  was  necesaaiy.  Tbe 
enemy  did  not  make  hia  appearance  until  the  S7th  iastant,  when  two  brigadee 
of  French's  division,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  came  up  to  feel  our  lines.  They 
drove  in  the  pickets  and  opened  with  their  artillery.  They  did  not  show  tbcm- 
aelves  iu  force,  keeping  a  reapectfiil  diatanca  from  our  main  line.  Captain  Smith 
opened  on  them  with  two  guiiB,  and  soon  drove  away  their  artillery.  The  next 
morning  Captain  Tibbetts,  aide-de-eamp,  witli  twenty-five  mounted  men,  made 
a  reeonnoissaoce,  but  found  no  enemy.  He  went  to  the  right  as  far  as  Kelson's 
ferry,  than  made  a  detour,  and  came  into  General  Williams's  lines  at  the  raih'oad. 
bridge. 

On  the  SOth'  Major  Higgins,  seventy-third  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  in  com- 
mand of  400  infantry,  found  the  enemy  strongly  intrenched  on  Proctor's  creek. 
Demonstrations  being  made  on  both  his  right  aud  left  flanks,  he  prudently  with- 
drew. 

On  September  2d  a  reconaoissance  was  made  which  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  Atlanta.     A  report  of  this  has  already  been  forwarded. 

On  the  third  instant  that  portion  of  the  second  and  third  brigades  which  was 
left  at  Turner's  ferry  moved  into  the  city.  The  first  brigade  is  still  at  the  rail- 
road bridge  on  the  Chattahoochee.  For  the  information  of  the  major  general 
commanding,  numerical  and  nominal  lists  of  casualties  are  appended.  Herewith 
are  brigade  and  regimental  reports. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  WARD, 
Bfigadier  General,  Commanding  Division. 

Lieut.  Colonel  H.  W.  Peeriivs, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  20tA  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Etowah, 

OJiattanooga,  Tmn.,  September  11,  1864, 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  matructiona  of  tlie  4th  instant,  from  the  major  genei'al  com- 
manding department  Cumberland,  received  the  11th  instant,  I  have  tbe  honor 
to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  themajor  general  commanding  militaiy 
division  of  the  Mississippi,  I  assumed  command  of  the  district  of  the  Etowah  on 
tLe  15th  of  June  last.  A  roster  of  the  troops  of  my  command  at  that  time,  and 
stations  where  posted,  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted.  The  main  dnty  of  my 
command  was  to  keep  open  railroad  commanication  with  the  army  in  the  front. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  I  directed  Colonel  Watkins,  commanding  third  brigade 
first  cavalry  division,  then  stationed  at  Waubatcbee,  to  proceed  with  his  mounted 
force  to  Lafayette,  Greorgia,  and  patrol  the  couutiy  in  that  vicinity,  then  much 
infeste<l  hj  guerillas  who  were  annoying  owr  communications  to  the  front. 

On  the  S4th,  at  daylight.  Colonel  Watkins  was  attacked,  at  Lafayette,  by  rebel 
cavalry,  some  two  thousand  (2,000)  strong,  under  General  Pillow,  EUid  after  hav- 
ing been  refused  a  surrender  of  the  place  and  forces,  he  attempted  to  smTonnd  and 
capture  them.  Our  forces,  numbering  about  four  hundi'ed,  (400,)  immediately 
took  i-efuge  in  the  court-house  and  adjacent  buildings,  from  which  they  kept  up  a 
well  directed  fire,  aud  were  enabled  to  i-epel  every  assault  of  the  enemy.  After 
five  hours'  severe  fighting,  in  which  the  enemy  lost  heavily  without  having  gained 
any  material  advantage.  Colonel  Croxton,  commanding  fonrth  Kentucky  mount- 
ed  infantiy,  who  I  had  ordered  the  day  previous  to  proceed  to  the  front  by  way 
of  Ship's  gap,  arrived,  and  immediately  attacking  tbe  enemy,  caused  him  to  make 
a  basty  reaeat  iu  the  direction  of  Alpine,  leaving  his  dead  and  many  of  his  wounded 
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^n  ourlianda.  Our  forces  pTii*sued  a  aliort  distance.  The  enemy's  loss  in  killeS. 
■wounded,  and  pi'iaonera,  ia  estimated  at  300,  abont  SO  of  whom  were  p riaoners, 
among  them  several  officers.  Our  lose  does  not  exceed  sixty,  (60.)  The  con- 
duct of  aO  is  reported  as  being  highly  commendable.  So  soon  as  I  could  learn 
the  i-esalta  of  the  affaire  at  Lafayette,  I  ordered  pursuit,  but  owing  to  the  condi- 
tion of  Colonel  Watkins's  horses,  and  Oolouel  Croxton  having  started  for  the 
front  before  the  order  could  reach  him,  it  could  not  be  executed  with  any  hope 
of  overtaking  the  enemy.  Had  an  immediate  pursuit  been  made,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  it  wotdd  have  been  attended  with  good  result.  I  respectfully 
transmit  herewith  the  official  reports  of  Colonels  Watkina  and  Croxton. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  my  force  was  increased  by  Brigadier  General  Smith's 
command,  the  third  division  15th  army  corps,  headquarters  at  Kingston,  Georgia, 
and  occupying  the  I'ailroad  from  Tilton  to  Oarcerevilie,  and  soon  after  to  Altoona, 
the  forces  at  that  station  and  Etowah  being  ordered  out  of  my  district.  "With 
the  exception  of  the  capturing  and  partly  burning  of  a  train  near  Tilton  on  the 
6th  of  Jnly,  and  a  temporary  break  of  track  at  that  place,  no  raid  or  military 
demonstration  of  importance  was  made  within  the  district  hy  the  enemy  until 
about  the  14th  of  August,  when,  early  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  in  considerable  numbers,  attacked  a  herd  of  cattle  near  Calhoun,  Georgia, 
dispersing  a  portion  of  the  guard  and  driving  off  a  large  number  of  cattle,  some 
portion  of  which  were  recaptured  by  Colonel  Faulkner,  who  pursued  the  attack- 
ing party  on  the  first  receipt  of  the  news.  At  3  p.  m.  that  day,  I  received  im- 
formation  that  rebel  General  Wheeler,  with  a  stjong  force,  was  moving  towards 
Dalton.  I  immediately  oi'dered  such  troops  as  I  thought  I  could  safely  spare 
from  the  garrison  at  Chattanooga  to  he  held  in  readiness  to  move,  on  the  receipt 
of  orders ;  at  the  same  time  I  ordei-ed  sufficient  railroad  transportation  to  be  put 
in  readiness  to  accommodate  two  thousand  (2,000)  men.  At  6  p.  m.  I  received 
the  further  intelligence  that  a  demand  had  been  made  by  Wheeler  for  the  sur- 
render of  Ualton,  which  had  been  refused.  I  at  once  ordered  the  loading  of  the 
troops,  bnt,  owing  to  several  trains  running  in  wild  from  Dalton,  I  did  not  reach 
the  bridge  north  of  that  place  until  after  midnight,  when,  being  told  by  a  cavalry 
officer,  direct  from  neai'  Dalton,  that  our  forces  had  been  overpowered  and  cap- 
tured, I  awaited  daylight  before  proceeding  further. .  At  daylight  I  advanced 
my  command;  soon  became  engaged  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  About  this 
time  1  heai'd  firing  in  Dalton,  and  learning  that  the  garrison  was  still  holding 
out,  I  moved  forward  rapidly  and  soon  cleared  the  town  of  the  enemy,  but  being 
without  cavalry,  I  could  not  pursue.  I  remained  at  Dalton  until  the  following 
day,  when  leamingthat  the  enemy  had  no  further  design  on  the  place,  and  fearing 
that  he  would  attempt  to  destroy  the  bridges  over  the  Cbickamauga,  I  started 
for  Chattanooga,  where  I  arrived  on  the  17tli  instant.  Tlie  enemy's  loss  at 
Dalton  could  not  have  been  less  than  two  hundred,  (200.)  He  left  thirty-three 
(33)  dead  and  fifty-seven  (57)'badly  wounded  on  the  field.  My  loss  was  one 
officer  and  eight  men  killed ;  one  officer  and  twenty-nine  (29)  men  wounded ;  one 
officer  and  twenty-three  (23)  men  missing ;  total,  63.  Ttte  troops  engaged  were, 
second  Missouri,  twenty-ninth,  fifty-first, and  sixty-eighth  Indiana,  one  liundred 
and  eighth  Ohio,  seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania,  and  fourteenth  United  States 
colored  troops — in  all  1,800,  effective.  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  conduct  of 
my  entire  command.  Colonel  Laibold,  second  Missouri  volunteers,  commanding 
Dalton,  is  entitled  to  especial  credit  for  his  stubborn  and  spirited  defence  of  the 
place  previous  to  being  re-enforeed.  For  moi-e  detailed  accounts,  I  beg  to  refet 
to  the  accompanying  sub-reports.  The  same  day,  August  14,  the  enemy 
caused  the  surrender  of  a  small  ^garrison,  (detachment  seventeenth  Iowa,)  at  a 
block-house  between  Dalton  and  Tilton,  and  destroyed  some  railroad  traclt  be- 
tween those  stations.  I  have  ordered,  through  General  Smith,  to  whose 
command  the  seventeenth  Iowa  belongs,  an  investigation  and  report  of  the  facts 
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attending  the  stirrender,  hut  have  not  yet  received  the  leport;  I  am  inclined 
to  the  helief  that  the  aurrfindcr  was  made  without  a  pretext  for  ita  neceaaity. 

At  1  o'clock  the  IGtii  the  enemy,  some  five  hundred  (500)  strong,  attacked  a 
small  gajTison  at  Graysville,  hut  soon  withdrew  beyoud  the  reach  of  musketry, 
and,  after  tearing  up  some  half  mile  of  trsck,  retired  by  way  of  Parker's  gap. 
The  enemy  had  now  left  our  line  of  communication  to  the  front,  and  were  moving 
towards  Enoxville.  They  had  not  captured  aa  engine  or  car;  the  en  tu'e  damage 
to  the  road,  cut  the  evening  ofthe  14th,  was  repaired  on  Thursday,  the  8th,  and 
to  thia  date  has  hardly  heen  interrupted  for  a  moment.  I  am  ciearly  of  the  opinion 
that  "VVheeler'a  command  was  not  less  than  six  thousand  (6,000)  strong,  moving  in 
detachments  of  from  ono  to  tLree  thousand  men  within  supporting  distance  of 
each  other.  The  force  that  attacked  Dalton  I  think  numbered  thiee  thousand, 
(,3,000.) 

On  the  17th  a  detachment,  several  handred  strong,  was  diverted  from 
the  line  of  march  taken  hy  the  enemy  and  menaced  Cleveland,  but  diiJ  no 
damage  other  than  destroy  several  hundred  yards  of  railroad  track.  I  enclose 
the  official  report  of  Colonel  H.  G-.  G-ibson,  commanding  at  that  place,  and  with 
liitn  keenly  regrot  the  casualties  in  his  com.raand,  iaaamuch  as  I  am  informed 
tliat  they  were  wholly  the  result  of  a  premature  explosion  of  one  of  our  own  shell, 
but  whether  from  inexperience  in  handling  or  from  defective  cons  traction  of  the 
shel!  I  am  unable  to  state.  I  think  Colonel  Gibson  has  forgotten  to  mention 
this  fact  in  his  report. 

Oa  the  22d,  learning  from  scouts  that  Wheeler  was  -between  the  Hiawassee 
and  Little  Tennesse  rivers,  and  that  those  streams  were  not  fordablo  at  that  time, 
I  determined  to  try  and  force  him  to  an  engagement  or  to  flee  to  the  moantaiiis 
toward  North  Carolina.  I  therefore  ordered  the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry, 
then  at  Dalton,  together  with  a  detacliment  of  the  sixteenth  Kentucky,  then 
at  Cleveland,  to  patrol  the  Hiawassee  as  far  as  the  base  of  the  mouataio,  and 
guard  all  practicable  fords,  at  the  same  time  communicating  a  wish  to  Geaei-al 
Aramon  that  he  should  guard  the  Little  Teunessee  to  the  same  purpose. 

The  next  day,  August  S3,  I  proceeded  to  Calhoun,  Tennessee,  taking  such 
troops  as  I  could  spare  from  the  garrison  at  Chattanooga  and  Cleveland,  with 
a  detachment  of  General  Smith's  command,  some  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  sti-ong, 
giving  me  a  total  of  at  least  thirty-six  hundred  (3,600)  men.  I  moved  in  the 
direction  taken  by  Wheeler  as  far  as  Madisonviile,  when,  learning  that  he  had 
crossed  the  Little  Tennessee,  and  that  his  advance  w^  beyond  the  Holaton,  I 
returned  to  Chattanooga,  where  I  an-ived  the  evening  of  the  38th.  The  enemy 
had  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  railroad  track  between  Calhoun  and  London  ; 
he  had  attacked  and  captare^  a  portion  of  a  gang  of  workmen  employed  by  the 
quai'termaster's  department  in  getting  out  logs  for  the  government  near  Sale 
CK*k,  together  with  some  fifty  (50)  teams  in  use  there,  and  had  rohbed  the 
country  geuerally — friends  and  foes  seemed  to  suffer  alike — hut  not  an  engine  or 
car  had  yet  been  destroyed.  After  my  arrival  here,  learning  that  Wheeler  was 
moving  towards  Middle  Tennessee,  by  way  of  Sparta  and  Pikeville,  on  the 
Slat  of  Aiigust,  I  sent  the  ninth  Pennsylvaiua  cavalry,  some  six  liundi-ed  (600) 
strong,  to  the  Sequatchie  valley,  with  iastructiouB  to  pursue  the  enemy,  and 
prevent  small  detachments  from  being  diverted  from  the  main  body  for  tlie 
purpose  of  destroying  the  railroad ;  at  the  same  time,  at  the  request  or  General 
Rousseau  for  assistance,  I  sentfour(4)re^ments,  threehundred(300)  strong  each, 
to  occupy  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  from  Bridgeport  to  TuUahoma. 
The  regiment  sent  to  Cowan  bai'ely  had  time  to  unload  from  the  cars  before  it 
was  engaged  with  the  advance  of  five  hundred  (500)  rebel  cavalry,  who,  fiading 
a  force  at  Cowan  and  the  Tunnel,  moved  north,  and  destroyed  some  railroad 

track  near  Decherd.     On  the instant,  having  received  reports  that  the  enemy 

were  demon sti'ating  upon  our  lines  of  communication  with  Nashville,  ^"ith  some 
prospect  of  success,  I  moved  by  rail  to  Murfreeahoro',  taking  with  me,  including 
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tliefour  regiments  placed  on tlie  Nasbville  and  Chattanooga raHroaSthR  day  pre- 
vious by  me,  thiity-five  (3,50(1)  buodred  toeu,  and  one  section  of  artillery,  making 
a  total  now  from  my  commaBd  in  the  district  of  Tennessee  nearly  four  tbousand 
two  hundred  (4,300)  ateong.  Of  my  operations  in  that  district  I  will  forwai'd 
a  report  as  soon  as  one  can  he  made. 

I  am  deeply  indebted  to  the  oiEcers  of  my  command  for  their  prompt  and 
energetic  discharge  of  all  duties  reqnii-ed  of  them,  and  to  tlie  men  for  their 
readiness  to  respond  to  all  orders,  and  their  uncomplaining  enduiance  of  tbe  most 
excessive  i'atigue, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  STEEDMAK', 

Major  General. 
Assistant  Adhttamt  General, 

Department  of  the  CwmberJand,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


PAKT    IV. 

ARJIIES  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND  AND  DETACHED  TROOPS  OF  THE  AIJMIES 
OF  THE  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  SERVING  IN  TEN- 
NESSEE, NORTH  ALA.BAMA,  AND  GEORGIA,  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE 
TENNESSEE,  PROM  SEPTEMBER  7,  1864,  TO  FEBBUAEY  1,  XSGG. 


CAMPAIGN  IN  TESN'ESSEE. 
HaACaUAKTEHiS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CujWBIjlRLANU, 

ISastport,  Mississippi,  January  20,  186-5, 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  from 
the  date  of  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  as  follows; 

From  the  7th  to  the  30th  of  September,  the  14th,  4th,  and  SOth  corps,  com- 
posing the  army  of  the  Oumberlaud,  i-emiiined  quietly  in  camp  around  the  city 
of  Atlanta.  The  enemy  was  reported  posted  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jouesboro'. 
Dasing  greater  portion  of  the  above-mentioned  period  an  armistice  existed 
between  the  two  armies,  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  prisoners  captured  on 
both  sides  during  the  pi'eceding  campaign. 

About  ihe  20th  of  September  the  enemy'9  cavalry,  under  Forrest,  crossed 
the  Tennessee  river,  near  Waterloo,  and  appeared  in  front  of  Athens,  Alabama. 

On  the  23d,  after  having  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  railroad  between  the 
latter  place  and  Decatnr,  Alabama,  considerable  sltinnishing  took  place,  and 
the  garrison.  Colonel  Campbell,  one  hnndred  and  tenth  United  States  colored 
tioop^  commandmg  withdrew  into  the  fort.  By  nightfall  the  town  was  completly 
in\eBted  and  the  iju  irtermaster's  and  commissary  buildings  destroyed  by  the 

On  the  mormcg  of  the  24th  the  enemy  opened  on  the  fort  with  a  IS-pounder 
bitteiy  filing  ftom  two  directions,  north  and  west,  which  was  answered  by 
the  aitilleiy  of  the  gai-rison.  Later  two  flags  of  trace  were  received  demand- 
mg  a  auiiendei  wh:ch  was  declined  by  Colonel  Campbell,  when  he  was. 
requested  to  giant  Major  General  Forrest  a  personal  interview,  and  complied 
with  the  request  At  this  interview  Colonel  Campbell  allowfed  himself  to 
become  convinced  by  the  rebel  commander  that  it  was  weeless  to  contend  against 
the  laigely  'superior  foice  of  the  enemy  confronting  him,  and  was  induced  to 
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Burrender  lie  command.  The  garrison  at  the  time  consisted  of  450  men  belong- 
ing to  the  one  hundred  and  aisth,  one  hundred  and  tenth,  and  one  hundred  and 
eleventh  United  States  colored  troops,  and  about  160  men  of  the  third  Teo- 
neasee  cavalry.  Thirty  minutes  after  the  evacuation  of  the  fort,  re- enforcements, 
consisting  of  the  eighteenth  Michigan  and  one  hundred  and  second  Ohio  regi- 
ments arrived,  and  after  a  severe  fight  ■were  also  forced  to  yield.  Forrest  then 
moved  towards  Pulaski,  destroying  the  railroad  as  he  advanced,  captured  the 
garrison  at  Sulphur  Branch  trestle,  and  aldimished  heavily  all  day  of  the  27tli 
with  the  garrison  of  Pulaski,  but  withdrew  towards  nightfall.  Major  General 
Eousseau  was  present  at  Pulaski  during  the  engagement,  ha'^'iog  collected  such 
troops  as  ho  could  spai-e  from  otlier  points  of  his  command  to  aasist  in  staying 
the  progress  of  the  enemy  in  the  deatrnction  of  our  railroad  communications. 

On  the  29th  Forrest  withdrew  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  railroad, 
after  liaving  thoroughly  destroyed  it  from  Athens  to  withia  five  miles  of  Pnlaski; 
and  on  the  same  day  the  NashviUe  and  Chattanooga  railroad  was  cut  near 
Tullahoma  and  Deckerd.  by  small  parties  from  his  command  sent  out  for  the 
purpose,  but  the  road  was  again  in  running  order  on  the  30tb,  As  Forrest 
changed  the  scene  of  his  operations  from  the  Deeatiiv  railroad  over  to  the  one 
leading  to  Chattanooga,  General  Eousseau  moved  rapidly  by  rail  around  through 
Nashville  to  Tullahoma,  and  prepared  for  his  reception.  On.  the  same  day 
(29th  Septemberj  five  tJiousand  men  from  the  district  of  the  Etowah,  Major 
General  J.  B.  Steedman  commanding,  crossed  to  the  north  of  the  Tennessca 
river  to  check  Forrest's  movements,  and  to  protect  and  keep  open  the  communi- 
cation by  rail  with  Chattanooga,  Newton's  division,  4th  corps,  was  ordered 
from  Atlanta,  September  36,  and  replaced  Steedman's  command  at  Chatta- 
nooga on  the  28th.  Morgan's  division  of  the  14th  corps,  started  from  Atlanta 
for  the  same  piirpoie,  on  the  29th  September,  and  to  re-enforce  the  troops  opera- 
ting against  Forrest.  In  compliance  with  verbal  instructions  from  Major  Gen- 
(H-ai  Sherman,  I  left  Atlanta  witia  Morgan's  division,  to  take  immediate  charge 
of  affairs  in  Tennessee,  and  reached  Nashville  October  3,  On  the  withdrawal 
of  Forrest's  troops  from  Athens,  a  garrison  was  sent  to  reoccnpy  the  post,  by 
Brigadier  Genera!  R.  G.  Granger,  commanding  district  of  northern  Alabama, 
who  also  sent  a  scouting  pai-ty  from  Hnntsville  towards  Fayetteville  to  locate 
the  enemy.  This  party  ascertained  that  Forrest  passed  through  FayettevUle 
oa  the  night  of  the  29tlh,  azid  moved  toward  Deckerd.  After  passing  Fayette- 
ville, howevei-,  he  divided  his  forces,  part  going  south,  through  New  Market, 
towards  HuntsviUe,  and  the  remainder,  under  Forrest  in  person,  moved  through 
Lynchburg  towards  Columbia.  The  first  column,  four  thousand  (4,000)  strong, 
under  Bulord,  appeared  in  front  of  Huntsvilie  dtuing  the  evening  of  the  30th, 
and  immediately  sent  in  a  summons  to  the  garrison  to  surrender,  which  the  latter 
refused  to  do.  The  enemy  remained  thropghont  the  night  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town,  add  repeated  the  demand  for  its  surrender  oa  the  morning  of  October  1st, 
and  meeting  with  an  answer  similar  to  the  one  received  on  the  night  previous, 
he  moved  off  in  the  direction  of  Athens,  which  place  was  attacked  by  him  at 
about  3  p.  m.  without  effect,  the  garrison  holding  its  own  nobly.  The  second 
column,  under  Forrest  in  person,  and  estimated  at  three  thousand  (3,000)  men, 
made  its  appearance  Dear  Columbia  on  the  morning  of  the  1st,  but  did  not  attack 
that  place.  During  these  operations  of  I'orrest  in  middle  Tennessee,  small  par- 
ties of  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  in  the  neighborhood  of  McMinnville 
and  Liberty,  but  made  no  serious  demonstrations.  Morgan's  division  of  the  14th 
army  corps,  which  started  from  Atlanta  on  the  29th  of  September,  reached  Ste- 
venson daring  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  October,  and  pushed  on  towards  Hunts- 
ville  immediately,  reaching  that  place  during  the  night,  and  set  out  for  Athens 
at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  repairing  tlie  railroad  as  tbey  ad-- 
vanced.  The  enemy,  under  Buford,  resumed  the  attack  on  Athens  on  the  2d, 
but  was  again  handsomely  repulsed  by  the  garrison,  consisting  of  the  seveuty- 
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third  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Slade  commanding'.  Failing  in  tliis  second 
attempt,  Buford  moved  ofE  towards  Elk  river,  pursued  by  a  small  force  of  our 
caTalry,  belonging  to  General  Oranger's  command.  Tlie  other  column,  under 
Forrest,  started  from  near  Columbia,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  and  moved  off  in 
the  direction  of  Mount  Pleasant,  paroling  all  hia  prisoners  before  bis  departure. 
During  his  stay  in  the  neighborhood  he  destroyed  about  five  miles  of  railroad 
between  Carter's  creek  and  Spring  mill,  including  three  bridges.  The  enemy's 
intentions  to  make  good  hia  eseapo  to  the  fiouth  side  of  the  Tennessee  river  being 
now  evident,  directions  were  given  to  General  Morgan,  at  Athens,  to  move  with 
his  division  towards  Bainbridge  and  endeavor  to  secure  the  ci-ossing  at  tliat 
place  in  advance  of  Forrest,  while  General  BoBsseau,  already  on  the  way  to 
Columbia  from  Nashville,  with  a  force  of  four  thousand  (4,000)  mounted  men, 
hastily  collected  together,  was  to  push  after  the  enemy  through  Mount  Pleasant, 
and  press  him  in  the  rear.  Oroxton's  brigade  of  cavalry  started  from  Farming- 
ton,  and  moving  through  Lcwisburg,  pursued  a  southwesteriy  course  towards 
Lawrenceburg.  The  above  wad  the  position  of  the  troops  oa  the  nioriiiug  of 
October  3. 

Oa  the  same  day  information  reached  me  that  Major  General  IVashbnro, 
with  three  thouBaad  (3,000)  cavalry  and  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  infantry,  was 
moving  up  the  Tennessee  river  to  participate  in  the  operations  against  Forrest 
Directions  were  sent  bird  oo  the  4th  to  leave  his  infautiy  at  Johnsonville,  move 
with  his  cavalry  by  water  to  Clifton,  and  thenee  across  the  coantiy  towards 
Pulaski, joining  General  Ronaseau's  column  at  that  point.  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Forrest,  United  States  navy,  commanding  the  naval  force  on  the  upper 
Tennessee,  was  requested  to  send  some  guaboats  down  the  river  to  Florence, 
Alabama,  andendeavor  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  in  that  vicinity,  if  the 
high  stage  of  the  water  then  prevailiBg  in  the  Tennessee  would  admit  of  his 
crossing  the  upper  ahoala  with  hia  gunboats.  Morgan's  division  reached  Rog- 
eraville  during  the  evening  of  the  4th,  having  been  delayed  in  crossing  the  Elk 
river,  and  on  the  same  night  Forrest  passed  through  Lawrenceburg.  A  repoi-t 
was  received  that  Bnford's  commaiid  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Tennessee  river 
at  Brown's  ferry  oa  the  3d  instant. 

Oa  the  6th  General  Washburn  reached  Waynesboro',  still  moving  eastward, 
and  on  the  same  day  came  up  witli  the  enemy's  rear  guard  at  Shoal  Creek 
bridge  and  skirmished  with  it  slightly,  but  still  not  in  time  to  prevent  the  maiu 
body  of  the  enemy  from  safely  elTeoting  a  crossing  of  the  Tennessee  at  Bain- 
bridge. Thus  both  columns  of  the  enemy  succeeded  in  escaping,  although 
closely  pursued  by  our  forces. 

On  the  8th  directions  were  sent  to  General  Rousseau  to  destroy  all  feiTy-boats 
and  other  means  of  crossing  the  river,  and  then  move  his  command  below 
Florence  to  await  further  orders;  at  the  same  time  General  Morgan  was  directed 
to  return  to  Athens.  Pending  these  operations  in  Tennessee,  the  whole  aspect 
of  afifurs  about  Atlanta  had  undergone  a  change.  Hood  had  crossed  the  Chat- 
tahoochee river,  and  had  sent  one  corps  of  bis  army  to  destroy  tlie  lailroad 
between  Atlanta  and  Marietta,  which  he  had  effectually  accomplished  for  a 
distance  of  over  twenty  (20)  miles,  interrupting  all  communications  between 
the  forces  in  Tennessee  and  the  main  army  with  General  Sherman  in  Georgia. 
He  then  moved  around  and  south  of  Rome  to  the  west  aide  of  Coosa  river,  and 
taking  a  northeasterly  course,  marched  towards  Summerville  and  Lafayette, 
threatening  Chattanooga  and  Bridgeport.  The  following  dispoailions  were 
made  on  the  11th:  Croxton's  brigade  of  cavalry  was  to  move  to  some  point 
sufficiently  near  his  supplies  at  Athens,  and  not  too  far  removed  from  the  Ten- 
nessee river  to  protect  the  crossings  from  Decatur  down  as  far  as  Eastport ; 
Morgan's  division,  of  the  I4th  coi-ps,  to  move  without  delay  from  Athens  to 
Chattanooga  by  rail,  and  Steedman's  command  following  Morgan's  from  Decatur 
to  Bridgeport.     Genual  Rousseau's  troops  were  recalled  frem  below  Florence 
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and  ordered   on  at  Athens  without  delay.     The  district  of  Northern 

Alabama,  c  mp  1     pnata  of  Decatur,  Huntsville,  Stevenson,  and  inter- 

mediate poin  wa.  1  f  h  its  ordinary  gamsona,  and  our  whole  attention 
turned  towa  d    H     d  s  m       ments  in  northern  Georgia. 

On  the  12th  the  enemy  s  cavalry  attacked  Resaca,  bnt  tLe  place  was  res- 
olutely held  by  Watkina'a  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  the  railroad  bridge  saved 
from  deetruction.  The  same  day  Brigadier  General  Wagner  reported  from 
Chattanooga  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  250  strong,  had  occupied  Lafayette, 
Georgia,  ivhereupon  iostructiona  were  sect  bim  to  call  in  the  detachments  at 
Tunnel  Hill,  Ringgold,  and  intermediate  points  aloQg  the  railroad  between 
these  and  Chattanooga,  and  quietly  make  preparations  to  defend  his  post. 

On  the  13th  one  corps  of  Hood's  array  appeared  in  front  of  Daltoa,  aud  a 
summons  to  sm-render,  signed  by  Hood  iu  person,  was  sent  la  to  Colonel  John- 
son, foity-fourth  United  States  colored  infantry,  commandingthegarriaoa.  Col- 
onel Johnson  being  convinced  of  the  uselessness  of  contending  against  so  over- 
whelming a  force  of  tlie  enemy  and  knowing  there  was  no  succor  at  hand,  complied 
with  the  demand. 

On  the  14th  Morgan's  division  reached  Chattanooga,  and  General  Steedman's 
command  anived  at  Bridgeport,  where  he  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Chat- 
tanooga. After  remaining  at  Dalton  one  day,  during  which  he  destroyed  about 
five  miles  of  i-ailroad,  the  enemy  moved  off  to  the  westwai'd,  through  Nickajack 
Gap,  to  rejoin  the  remainder  of  Hood's  anny  near  SummerviUe,  to  which  point 
he  had  been  followed  by  General  Sherman  with  tlie  4tb,  14th,  15th',  and  ITth 
corps,  the  SOth  corps  having  been  left  behind  at  Atlanta  to  hold  the  place. 
In  compliance  with  instructions  from  Major  General  Shei-man,  Morgan's  divis- 
ion of  the  14th  corps,  and  Wagner's  of  the  4l;h,  were  sent  from  Chattanooga  to 
rejoin  their  respective  commands  at  SummerviUe.  A  force  of  fifteen  hundred 
(1,600)  men  was  aet  to  work  under  the  du-ectioa  of  Colonel  W.  W.  Wright, 
chief  engineer  United  States  military  railroads,  to  repair  the  railroad  south  of 
Chattanooga,  there  being  twenty-four  (24)  miles  of  rails  and  ties  totally  de- 
stroyed, besides  several  important  bridges  carried  away  by  the  high  water, 
yet  with  characteristic  energy  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Wright  and  Captain  J.  0. 
Van  Dnger,  superintendent  of  military  telegraph,  the  repah'S  were  rapidly  car- 
ried forward.  Telegraphic  communication  with  Atlanta  was  restored  on  the 
Slst,  and  trains  commenced  running  regularly  on  the  2Sth,  On  the  latter  date 
the  enemy  was  at  Gadsden,  Alabama,  while  General  Sherman's  foi-ees  were  at 
Gaylfsville,  both  armies  remaiiiing  inactive  and  watchful  of  the  other's  move- 
ments. While  at  the  latter  place  Special  Field  Orders  No.  105,  military  division 
of  the  Mississippi,  was  issued  by  General  Sberman,  and  the  substance  of  it  sent  to 
me  hy  telegraph,  as  follows  :  "In  the  event  of  militaj-y  movements,  or  the  acci- 
dents of  war  separating  the  general  in  command  from  his  military  division. 
Major  General  Georgj  H.  Thomas,  commiinding  the  department  of  the  Cum- 
berland, wil[  exercise  command  over  all  the  troops  and  garrisons  not  absolutely 
in  the  presence  of  the  general-in- chief."  A  written  communication  received  a 
few  days  previous,  in  which  I  was  instructed  to  remain  in  Tennessee  and  de- 
fend the  line  of  the  Tennessee  river,  gave  a  detailed  account  of  his  plan  for  a 
campaign  into  the  heart  of  Geoi^a.  The  14th  and  20th  corps  of  my  command 
were  to  go  with  General  Sherman,  the  4th  corps  remaining  with  me  in  Tennes- 
see. My  instructions  were  to  pursue  .  the  enemy  if  he  followed  General  Sher- 
man's coinmn,  but  in  any  event  to  hold  Tennessee. 

On  the  26th  the  enemy's  infantry  made  its  appearance  in  strong  force  in  front 
of  Doeatur,  Alabama,  and  during  the  afternoon  attacked  the  garrison,  hut  not 
vigorously,  and  without  effect.  Re-enforcements  amounting  to  two  (2)  full  regi- 
ments wei-e  sent  from  Chattanooga  to  General  Granger  at  that  point,  and  he  was 
directed  to  hold  his  post  at  aU  hazards. 

On  the  a7th  the  enemy  commenced  inti-enchiug  his  position  around  Decatur. 
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wotting  steadily  througliout  the  day  and  akii-mishing  continually,  but  no  artillery 
■was  used.  At  night  tlieir  camp  fii-p,a  elioivedaheavy  force.  Under  cover  of  the 
daikness,  and  with  a  strong  force,  the  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets  and  established 
a  line  of  rifle-pits  withiB  five  hundred  (500)  yards  of  the  town. 

On  the  38th  a  sortie  was  made  by  a  part  of  the  garrison,  -which  advanced, 
cnder  cover  of  the  guas  of  the  fort,  down  the  river  bank  and  aronnd  to  the  rear  ■ 
of  the  enemy's  pits,  clearing  them  of  their  occupants,  and  capturing  one  hundred 
and  twenty  (120)  prisonca'S  helocgicg  to  Cheatham's  division,  besidas  killing 
and  wounding  a  number.  The  same  day,  tlie  fourteenth  United  Sts.tea  colored 
troops,  Colonel  Morgan  commanding,  carried  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  up 
the  river.  After  driving  off  the  supports  the  guns  were  spiked,  and  the  eom- 
maad  returned  to  Decatur,  Oiu'  loss  was  three  ofBcors  killed  and  several  officers 
and  men  wounded.  General  Granger  estimated  the  force  opposing  him  at  one 
(1)  corps,  and  his  scouts  informed  him  there  was  also  a  corps  at  Warrenton, 
Alabama,  witi  Eussell's  brigade  of  cavalry  at  Gunteraville,  on  the  river.  Eoddy's 
division  of  cavalry  wns  picketing  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  from  Decatur 
to  Tiiscumbia,  and  Forrest,  with  the  main  force,  was  reported  at  Oorintb,  Mis- 
sissippi, with  outposts  at  Eastport  and  along  the  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee, 

On  the  29th  General  Granger  reported  the  enemyin  his  front  to  be  withdrawing 
from  Decatur  towards  Courtland.  The  same  day,  General  Oroston,  commanding 
the  brigade  of  cavalry  picketing  the  north  bank  of  the  Tennessee  river,  reported 
the  enemy  crossing  at  the  mouth  of  Cypress  creek,  two  (3)  miles  below  Floreaca, 
stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  move  with  al!  the  force  he  could  spare 
to  drive  the  enemy  back.  Directions  were  sent  to  General  Hatch,  commanding 
division  of  cavalry  at  Clifton,  on  the  cast  hank  of  the  Tennessee,  to  move  to  tlw 
support  of  Croxton  at  Florence,  impressing  upon  both  commanders  the  necessity 
of  keeping  the  enemy  from  crossing  to  the  north  side  of  the  river  until  the  4th 
corps,  akeady  oa  its  way  from  General  Sherman,  in  Georgia,  could  arrive  and 
get  into  position  to  meet  him.  Hood's  plans  had  now  become  evident,  and  from 
information  .gained  llrougli  prisoners,  deserters,  and  other  sources,  his  intention 
was  to  cross  into  Middle  Tennessee,  To  enable  him  to  supply  his  army,  he  had 
been  repairing  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  rsulroad  for  some  time  previous,  and  trains 
were  now  running  as  far  north  as  Coriuth,  and  thence  e^t  to  Cherokee  station, 
bringing  his  supplies  by  that  route  from.Selma  and  Montgomery,  The  advance 
division  (Wood's)  of  the  4tli  corps  reached  Athens  on  the  31st,  the  other  two  (2) 
divisions  of  the  corps  following  along  rapidly.  The  23d  corps.  Major  General 
J.  M  Schoiield  commanding,  having  been  ordered  by  Major  General  Sherman 
to  take  post  at  Eesaca  and  report  to  me  for  orders,  was  immediately  ordered  hy 
me  to  Pulaski  as  soon  as  I  learned  Hood  had  appeared  in  force  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Tennessee,  and  was  also  on  its  way  to  Tennessee,  moving  in  rear  of 
the  4th  corps.  The  enemy  efiected  a  lodgement  for  his  infantiy  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Tennessee,  about  three  (3)  miles  above  Florence,  on  the  31st,  not- 
withstaading  Croxton's  endeavors  to  drive  him  hack,  and  his  cavaliy,  in  large 
force,  pressed  Croxton  across  Shoal  creek  to  its  east  bank.  Grdei-s  were  imme- 
diately sent  to  General  Stanley  to  concentrate  the  4th  corps  at  Pulaski,  and 
await  further  instractions.  In  the  mean  time  FoiTSst  was  moving  eastwai-d  from 
Corinth,  Mifisissippi,  and  from  Paris,  Tennessee,  making  his  appearance  on  the 
28th  at  Foit  Heiman,  an  earthwork  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  about 
seventy-five  (7!i)  miles  from  Paducah,  where  be  captured  ganboat  No,  55  and 
two  transports  on  the  31st,  having  previously  hnrnt  the  steamer  Empress,  His 
force  was  composed  of  seventeen  (17)  i-egimenta  of  cavalry,  with  nine  (9)  pieces 
of  artillery. 

On  the  Sd  of  November  he  succeeded  in  planting  batteries  above  and  below 
JoLnsonville,  one  of  our  bases  of  supplies  on  the  Tennessee  river,  and  the  westeru 
terminus  of  the  Northwestern  railroad,  completely  blockading  die  river,  and 
isolating  at  that  place  three  (3)  gunboats,  eight  (8)  transports,  and  about  a  dozen 
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bai^a.  The  garrison  was  composed  of  about  one  tliffiisand  (1,000)  men  of  tbe 
forty-lLird  Wiscouain,  twelfth  United  States  colored  troops,  and  a  detacliment 
of  the  eleventh  Tennessee  cavalry,  all  under  command  of  Colonel  C.  E.  Thompson, 
twelfth  United  States  colored  troops.  The  naval  forces,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  E.  M.  King,  attacked  the  enemy's  batteries  below  Johnsonville,  but 
were  repulsed  after  a  severe  contest,  but  not  before  they  recaptured  from  the 
enemy  oue  of  the  transports  above  mentioned,  havingon  board  two  (2)  20-pounder 
Parrott  guns,  and  a  considerable  quaatity  of  quartermaster's  stores,  and  forcing 
the  enemy  to  destroy  the  gunboat  No.  55,  captured  on  the  31st  October. 

On  the  'Ith  the  enemy  opened  on  the  gunboats,  transports,  and  on  the  town, 
from  batteries  posted  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  to  which  the  artillery  of 
the  garrison  and  the  gunboats  gave  a  brisk  response.  The  latter  becoming  dis- 
abled, and  as  great  fears  were  entertained  of  their  being  seized  by  the  enemy,  it. 
was  resolved  to  fire  tbem,  as  also  the  transports,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  his' 
bands.  In  carrying  this  into  operation  the  flames  spread  to  the  buildings  of  the 
commissary  and  qaartena aster's  departments,  and  also  to  a  large  amount  of 
stores  on  the  levee,  soon  converting  the  whole  into  a  mass  of  rains.  The  loss 
to  the  government,  as  far  as  estimated,  is  set  down  at  one  and  a  half  millioa 
of  dollars,  of  which  aboat  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  belonged  to  the  sub- 
sistence department,  and  the  remainder  to  the  quartermaster's  department.  I 
beliave  there  was  no  cause  to  apprehend  that  the  enemy  could  effect  a  crossing 
at  Jobnsonvilie,  and  the  destruction  of  property  was  consequently  unnecessary. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  enemy  again  opened  fire  oa  the  garrison,  and 
after  a  furious  cannonade  of 'more  than  an  hoar's  duration,  withdrew  from  his 
position  across  the  river  and  disappeared.  He  crossed  the  Tennessee,  above 
Johusoaville,  by  means  of  two  large  flat-boats  constructed  by  bis  men,  and  two 
small  boats  belonging  to  one  of  the  gunboats,  and  tbea  moved  off  in  the  direction 
of  Clifton.  Major  Genera!  Schofieid,  with  the  advance  of  the  23d  corps,  anived 
at  Nashville  ou  the  5tb,  and  was  immediately  started  towards  Jobnsonvilie  by 
rail,  reaching  that  place  the  same  night,  and  foand  the  enemy  had  already  re- 
treated. Directions  were  then  sent  General  Schofieid  to  leave  a  sufficiently  strong 
force  for  the  defence  of  that  post,  and  with  the  balance  of  his  command  proceed 
to  cany  oat  the  instractiona  already  given  him,  viz :  to  join  the  4th  corps  at 
Pulaski,  and  assume  command  of  all  the  troops  in  the  vicinity,  watch  the  move- 
ments of  Hood,  and  retard  bis  advance  into  Tennessee  as  much  as  possible, 
without  riskiug  a  general  engagement  until  Major  General  A.  J.  Smith's  com- 
mand could  arrive  from  Missouri,  and  Major  General  J.  H.  Wilson  could  have 
time  to  remount  the  cavalry  regiments  dismounted  to  furnish  horses  for  Kflpat- 
rick's  division,  which  was  to  accompany  General  Sherman  in  his  march  through 
Georgia.  At  tbia  time  I  found  myself  confronted  by  thearmy  which,  under 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  had  so  skilfully  resisted  the  advance  of  the  whole  active 
army  of  t!ie  military  division  of  the  Mississippi  from  Dalton  to  the  Chattahoochee, 
re-enforced  by  a  well- equipped  and  enthusiastic  cavalry  command  of  over  twelye 
thousand,  (12,000,)  led  oy  one  of  the  boldest  and  most  successful  commanders 
in  the  rebel  army.  My  infoi-matioH  from  all  soui'ces  confirmed  the  reported 
strength  of  IIooJ's  army  to  be  from  forty  to  forty-five  thonsand  infantry  and 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  cavalry.  My  effective  force  at  this  time  con- 
sisted of  the  4th  corps,  about  twelve  thousand,  (12,000,)  uuder  Major  General 
D.  S.  Stanley;  the  23d  corps,  abouttenthoiisand,(10,000,)under  Major  General 
iT.  M.  Schofieid  J  Hatch's  division  of  cavalry,  about  four  thousand,  (4,000,;) 
Oroxton's  brigade,  twenty-five  hundred,  (3,500,)  and  Capron's  brigade,  of  about 
twelve  hundred,  (1,200.)  The  balance  of  my  force  was  distributed  aloiig  the 
railroad,  and  posted  at  Murfreesboro',  Stevenson,  Bridgeport,  Hnntsville,  D^catar, 
and  Chattanooga,  to  keep  open  oar  communications  and  bold' the  posts  above 
named,  if  attacked,  until  they  could  be  i-e-enforccd;  as  ap  to  this  time  it  was 
impossible  to  determine  which  course  Hood  would  take — advance  on  Hashvilla 
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or  turn  towards  HuntsvilTe.  Under  the  eirenmstaDces  it  ivaa  manifestly  best  to 
act  on  the  defensive  niitil  sufficiently  re-enforced  to  justify  taking  the  offensive. 
My  plans  and  wishes  were  fully  explained  to  General  Scbofield,  and,  aa  aubse- 
qneat  events  will  show,  properly  appreciated  and  executed  by  him. 

From  the  Ist  to  the  10th  of  Kovembei  the  enemy's  position  at  Florence  had 
remained  materially  unchanged.  He  had  laid  a  pontoon  bridge  by  mooring  it 
to  the  piers  of  the  old  railroad  bridge  at  that  place,  and  had  crossed  over  one 
corps  of  infantry  (S.  U.  Lee's)  and  two  (2)  divisions  of  cavalry  ;  the  other  two 
corps  (Stewart's  and  Cheatham's)  were  still  oa  the  south  side  of  the  river.  Hia 
cavaliy  had  pushed  out  to  Shoal  creek,  skirmishing  continuaJly  with  Hatch's 
and  Oroxtou's  commands  along  the  line  of  that  stream,  bnt  showing  no  disposi- 
tion to  advance  beyond. 

General  Sherman's  uncertain  position  at  Kingston,  Georgia,  where  be  slill 
remained  in  camp,  had  mu  -h  to  do  with  detaining  the  enemy  ;  doubtless  causing 
considerable  speculation  aa  to  his  future  movements. 

On  the  ISth  of  November  communication  with  General  Sherman  was  severed, 
the  last  despatch  from  him  leaving  Cartersville,  Georgia,  at  2.35  p.  m.  on  that 
date.  He  had  started  on  his  great  expedition  from  Atlanta  to  lie  seaboard, 
leaving  me  to  guard  Tennessee  or  to  pursue  the  enemy  if  he  followed  the  com- 
manding general's  column.  It  was,  therefore,  with  considerable  anxiety  that 
we  watched  the  forces  at  Florence  to  discover  what  course  they  would  pursue 
with  regard  to  General  Sherman's  movements,  determining  thereby  whether  the 
troops  under  my  command,  numbering  leas  than  half  those  under  Hood,  were  to 
'act  on  the  defensive  in  Tennessee,  or  take  the  offensive  in  Alabama.  Tlie 
enemy's  position  at  Florence  remained  unchanged  up  to  the  17th  November, 
when  he  moved  Cheatham's  corps  to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  with  Stewart's 
corps  preparing  to  follow.  The  same  day  part  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  said  to 
be  Lee's  corps,  moved  up  the  Lawreucebarg  road  to  Boiagh's  mill  on  Shoal  creek, 
skirmishing  at  that  point  with  Hatch's  cavalry,  and  then  fell  back  a  abort  dis- 
tance to  some  bluffa,  where  it  went  into  camp.  The  possibility  of  Hood'a  forces 
following  General  Sherman  were  now  at  an  end,  and  I  quickly  took  measures 
to  act  on  the  defensive.  Two  (8)  divisions  of  infantry,  under  Major  General 
A.  J.  Smith,  were  reported  on  tneir  way  to  join  me  from  Missouri,  which,  with 
several  one-year  regiments  then  arriving  in  the  department,  and  detachments 
collected  from  points  of  minor  importance,  would  swell  my  command,  when  con- 
centrated, to  an  army  nearly  aa  large  as  that  of  the  enemy.  Had  the  enemy 
delayed  the  advance  a  week  or  ten  days  longer  I  would  have  been  ready  to 
meet  him  at  some  point  soutli  of  Duck  river,  but  Hood  commenced  his  advance 
on  the  19th,  moving  on  parallel  roads  from  Florence  towards  Waynesboro',  and 
shelled  Hatch's  cavalry  out  of  Lawrenceburg  oa  the  23d.  My  only  resource 
then  was  to  retii-e  slowly  towards  my  re- enforcements,  delaying  the  enemy's 
progress  as  much  as  possible  to  gain  time  for  re-enforcementa  to  arrive  and  con- 
centrate. General  Schoiield  commenced  removing  the  public  property  from 
Pulaski  preparatory  to  falling  back  towards  Columbia.  Two  divisions  of  Stan- 
ley's corps  had  already  reached  Lynnville,  a  point  fifteen  (16)  miles  north  of 
Eulaski,  to  cover  the  paaaage  of  the  wagons  and  protect  the  railroad.  Capron'a 
brigade  of  cavalry  was  at  Mount  Pleasant  covering  the  approach  to  Columbia 
fi-om  that  direction,  and,  in  addition  to  the  regular  garrison,  there  was  at  Columbia 
a  .brigade  of  Euger's  division,  23d  army  corps.  I  directed  the  two  remaining 
brigades  of  Kuger's  division,  then  at  Johusonville,  to  move,  one  by  railroad 
around  through  Nashville  to  Columbia,  the  o*ber  by  road,  via  Waverly,  to  Cen- 
treville,  and  occupy  tlie  crossings  of  Duct  river  neair  Columbia,  Wiliiamsport, 
Gordon's  ferry,  and  Centreville.  Since  the  departure  of  General  Shei-maa  about 
aeven  thousand  (7,000)  men  belonging  to  his  column  had  collected  at  Chattanooga, 
comprising  convaleacents  returning  to  their  commands  and  men  returning  from 
flirlw^gh.    These  men  had  been  organized  into  brigades  to  be  made  available  at 
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8ueh  points  aa  they  might  be  needed.  My  commaad  had  also  been  re-enfoi-ced 
by  twenty  (20)  new  one-year  regimenta,  most  of  whieb,  however,  were  absorbed 
in  replacing  old  regiments  whose  term  of  service  had  expired. 

Ott  the  23d,  in  accordance  with  directions  previonaly  given  him,  General 
Granger  commenced  withdrawing  the  garrisons  from  Athens,  Decatur,  and  Hunts- 
ville,  Alabama,  and  moved  off  towwrds  Stevenson,  sending  five  (.'i)  new  regiments 
<if  that  force  to  .Murfroesboro',  and  retaining  at  Stevenson  the  original  troops  of 
his  command.  This  movement  was  rapidly  made  hy  i-ailroad,  without  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  That  same  night  General  Schofield  evacuated 
Pulaski  and  moved  towards  Columbia,  reporting  himself  in  position  at  that  place 
on  the  24th.  The  commanding  officer  at  Johnsonville  was  directed  to  evacuate 
that  post,  after  removing  all  public  property,  and  retire  to  Fort  Donelaon,  on  the 
Cumberland,  and  thence  to  Clarksviile. 

During  the  24th  and  25tb  the  enemy  skirmished  with  General  Sebofield's 
troops  at  Columbia,  but  showed  notliing  but  dismounted  cavalry  until  the  morn- 
'  ing  of  the  26tb,  when  bia  infantry  came  up  and  pressed  our  line  strongly  during 
that  day  and  the  27tb,  but  without  assaulting.  As  the  enemy's  movements 
showed  an  undoubted  intention  to  cross  above  and  below  the  town,  General 
Schofield  withdrew  to  the  north  bank  of  Duck  river  daring  the  night  of  the  27th 
and  took  up  a  new  position,  where  the  command  remained  daring  the  28th  Un- 
disturbed. Two  divisions  of  the  23d  corps  were  placed  in  line  in  front  of  the 
town,  holding  all  the  crossings  in  its  vicinity,  while  Stanley's  corps,  posted  in 
reserve  oa  the  Franklin  pike,  was  held  in  readiness  to  repel  any  vigorous  at- 
tempt the  enemy  should  make  to  force  a  crossing.  The  cavalry,  under  command 
of  Brevet  Major  General  Wilaon,  held  the  crossings  above  tboae  guarded  by 
infantry. 

About  2  p.  m.,  on  the  39tb,  the  enemy  eocceeded  in  ptesaing  back  General  Wil- 
son's cavaby,  and  effected  a  crossing  on  the  Lewisburg  pike.  At  a  latar  hour  part 
bis  infantry  crossed  at  Hewey'e  mills,  six  miles  above  Columbia.  Communicar- 
tion  with  Ae  cavalry  having  been  interrupted,  and  the  line  of  retreat  towards 
Franklin  being  threatened,  General  Schofield  made  preparations  to  withdraw  to 
Franklin.  Genera!  Stanley,  witbonediviaionof  infantry,  was  sent  to  Spring  Hili, 
.  about  fifteen  miles  north  of  Columbia,  to  cover  the  traina  and  bold  the  road  open 
for  the  paaaage  of  the  main  force,  and  dispositions  were  made  preparatory  to  a 
withdrawal,  and  to  meet  any  attack  coming  from  the  direction  of  Hewey's  mills. 
General  Stanley  leacbed  Sprmg  Hill  just  in  time  to  drive  off  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry and  save  the  trams  but  later  he  was  attacked  by  the  enemy's  infaiitry  and 
cavalry  combmed  who  engaged  him  heavily  and  nearly  succeeded  in  dislodging 
him  from  the  position  The  engagement  laated  until  dark,  although  not  attacked 
from  the  direction  ot  Hewey  s  mills.  General  Schofield  was  busily  occupied  ail 
day,  at  Columbia,  resiating  the  enemy's  attempts  to  cross  Duck  river,  which  he 
successfully  accomplished,  repulsing  the  enemy  many  timea  with  heavy  loss. 
Giving  directions  for  the  witbdi-awal  of  the  troops  aa  soon  aa  covered  by  the 
darkness,  at  a  late  hour  in  the  afternoon  General  Schofield,  with  Rnger's 
division,  started  to  the  relief  of  General  Stanley  at  Spring  Hill,  and  when  near 
that  place  he  came  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry,  but  tliey  were  easily  driven  off. 
At  Spring  HiU  the  enemy  was  found  bivouacking  within  800  yai'ds  of  the  road. 
Posting  a  brigade  to  hold  the  road  at  thia  point,  General  Schofield,  with  Ruger's 
division,  pushed  on  to  Thompson's  station,  three  miles  beyond,  where  he  found 
the  enemy's  camp  fires  still  burning,  a  cavalry  force  having  occupied  the  place 
at  dark,  but  had  disappeared  on  the  arrival  of  our  troops.  General  Roger  then 
quietly  took  possession  of  the  cross-roads.  The  withdrawal  of  the  main  force 
from  in  front  of  Columbia  was  safely  effected  after  dark  on  the  29th.  Spring  Hill 
waa  paeaed  without  molestation  about  midnight,  and,  making  a  night  march  of 
twenty-five  miles,  the  whole  command  got  into  position  at  Franklin  at  an  early 
hour  on  the  morning  of  the  30th.     The  cavalry  moved  on  the  Lewisburg  pike  on 
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the  light  or  east  of  tlie  infantrj.  At  Franklin  General  Schofield  formed  line  of 
battle,  on  the  southem  edge  of  the  toiro,  to  awwt  the  coming  of  the  enemy,  and  in 
the  mean  time  hastened  the  croaaing  of  the  trains  to  the  north  side  of  the  Hiu- 
peth  river,  Ob  the  evacuation  of  Columbia,  orders  were  sent  to  Major  General  M  il- 
roj,  at  Tullahoma,  to  ahaudou  that  post  and  retire  to  Mnrtreesboro',  joining 
fiiTces  with  General  Eonssean  at  the  latter  place.  General  Milroywas  instructed, 
however,  to  maintain  the  garrison  in  the  hlock-houae  at  Elk  Siver  bridge,  Nash- 
ville was  placed  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  the  fortifications  manned  by  the  garri- 
son, re-enforced  by  a  vohmteer  force  which  had  been  previously  organized  into 
adivisionunder  Brevet  Brigadier  GeneralJ.L.Donaldsonfromthe  employes  of  the 
quartermaster's  and  commissary  departments.  This  latter  force,  aided  by  rail- 
road emjiloyiis,  the  whole  Tinder  the  direction  of  Brigadier  General  Tower, 
worked  assiduously  to  construct  additional  defences.  Major  General  Steedman, 
with  a  command  numbering  5,000,  composed  of  detachments  belong^g  to  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  coliiinii,  left  behind  at  Chattannnga,  (of  which  mention  lias  here- 
tofore been  made,)  and  also  a  brigade  of  colored  troops,  started  from  Chattanooga 
by  rail,  on  the  29th  of  November,  aad  reached  Cowan's  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th,  where  orders  were  sent  him  to  prooE  ed  direct  to  Nashville,  At  an  eariy  hour 
on  the  morning  of  the  30tb,  the  advance  of  Major  Greneral  A.  J.  Smith's  command 
reached  Nashville  by  transports  from  St,  Louis.  My  infantry  fore*  was  now  nearly 
equal  to  that  of  the  enemy,  although  he  still  outnumbered  me  very  greatly  in  effec- 
tive cavalry,  bat  as  soon  as  a  few  thousand  of  the  latter  arm  could  be  moauted  I 
should  be  in  a  condition  to  take  the  field  offensively  and  dispute  the  possession  of 
Tennessee  with  Hood's  army.  The  enemy  followed  closely  after  General  Scho- 
field's  rcar-gnai'd  in  the  retreat  to  Franklin,  and,  upon  coming  np  with  the  main 
force,  formed  rapidly,  and  advanced  to  assault  our  works,  repeating  attack  after 
■attack  during  the  entire  afternoon,  and  as  late  as  10  p,  m.,  his  efforts  to  break  our 
lines  wewi  continued.  General  Schofield's  position  was  excellently  chosen,  with 
both  flanks  resting  upon  the  river,  and  his  men  firmly  held  their  ground  against  an 
overwhelming  enemy,  who  waa  repulsed  in  every  assault  along  the  whole  line. 
Our  loss,  as  given  by  General  Schofield  in  his  report  transmitted  herewith,  and  to 
■which  I  respectfully  refer,  is  1S9  killed,  1,033  woanded,  and  1 ,  104  missing,  making 
an  aggregate  of  2,326.  We  captured  and  sent  to  Nashville  702  prisoners,  including 
one  general  oiEcei-,  and  33  stands  of  colors.  Major  General  D,  8.  Stanley,  command- 
ing 4th  coi'ps,  was  severely  wounded  at  iVanklin  while  engaged  in  rallying  aportion 
of  the  command  which  had  been  temporarily  overpowered  by  an  overwhelming  at- 
tack of  the  enemy.  At  the  time  of  thebattle  the  enemy 's  loss  was  known  to  be  severe 
and  was  estimated  at  6,000 ;  the  exact  figiu'ea  wei-e  only  obtained,  however,  on  the 
reoccupationofFranklin'by  OUT  forces,  after  the  battles  of  December  15  and  16,  at 
Brentwood  Hill,  near  KashviOe,  and  are  given  as  follows:  Buried  upon  the  field, 
1,750;  disabled  and  placed  in  hospital  at  Franklin,  3,800;  which,  with  the  70S 
prisoners  already  reported,  make  an  aggregate  loss  to  Hood's  army  of  6,852, 
among  whom  were  six  general  officers  killed,  sis  wounded,  and  one  captured. 
The  important  result  of  this  signal  victory  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated,  for 
it  not  only  seriously  checked  ihe  enemy's  advance  and  gave  General  Schofield 
time  to  move  his  troops  and  all  his  property  to  Kashville,  but  it  also  caused 
deep  depression  among  the  men  of  Hood's  army,  making  them  doubly  cautious 
in  their  subsequent  movements.  Kot  willing  to  risk  a  renewal  of  the  battle  on 
the  morrow,  and  ha'viug  accomplished  the  object  of  the  day's  operations,  viz.,  to 
cover  the  withdrawal  of  his  trains.  General  Schofield,  by  my  advice  and  direc- 
tion, fell  back  during  the  night  to  Nashville,  in  front  of  which  city  line  of  battle 
was  formed  by  noon  of  the  1st  of  December,  on  the  heights  immediately  sur- 
rounding Nashville,  with  Major  General  A,  J,  Smith's  command  occupying  the 
right,  his  right  resting  on  the  Cumberland  river  below  the  city,  the  4th  corps, 
Brigadier  General  Wood  temporarily  in  command,  in  the  ceatre,  and  General 
Schofield's  troups,  23d  army  corps,  on  ihe  left,  his  left  extending  to  Kolens- 
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ville  pike.  The  cavalry,  under  General  Wilson,  waa  directed  to  take  post  on  tbe 
left  of  General  Scliofidd,  which  wonld  make  secure  the  interval  between  his 
left  and  the  viver,  above  the  city.  General  Steedman'e  troopa  reached  Nash- 
ville about  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  December,  taking  up  a  position 
abont  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  left  ceotre  of  the  main  line,  and  on  the  left  of  the 
Nolensville  pike.  This  position  being  regarded  aa  too  much  exposed,  was 
changed  on  the  3d,  when  the  cavalry  having  been  directed  to  tak«  post  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  at  JUdgefield,  General  Steedmaa  occupied  the  space  on 
the  left  of  the  line,  vacated  by  its  withdrawal.  During  the  afternoon  nf  the  -SH 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  in  small  parties,  engaged  onr  Bkirmishtn«,  but  it  was  only 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  that  his  infantry  made  its  appearance,  when,  crowd- 
ing in  our  ekirmiahera,  he  commenced  to  establish  his  mam  line,  which,  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th,  we  found  he  had  succeeded  in  doing,  with  his  salient  on  the 
summit  of  Montgomery  hill,  within  six  hundred  (600)  yards  of  onr  centre,  his 
main  lino  occupyiug  the  high  ground  on  the  southeast  side  of  Brown's  creek, 
and  extending  from  the  Solensville  pike,  his  extreme  right,  across  the  Franklin 
and  Granny  White  pikes  in  a  westerly  direction  to  the  hilla  south  and  southwest 
of  llichland  creek,  and  down  that  creek  to  the  Hillaboro'  pike,  with  cavalry 
extending  from  both  iiis  flanks  to  the  river.  Artillery  waa  opened  on  him  from 
several  points  on  tho  line  without  eliciting  any  response.  The  block-house  at 
the  railroad  crossing  at  Overall's  creek,  five  miles  north  of  Mnrfreesboro',  was 
attacked  by  Bates's  division  of  Cheatham's  corps  on  the  4th,  but  held  out  until 
assistance  reached  it  from  tiie  garrison  at  Murfreeaboro'.  The  enemy  used 
iirtillery  to  reduce  the  block-house,  but,  although  aeventy-fonr  shots  were  fired  at 
it,  ao  material  injury  was  done.  General  Milroy  coming  up  with  three  (3)  Vegi- 
ineotB  of  infantry,  four  (4)  companies  of  the  thirteeath  Indiana  cavalry,  and  a 
section  of  artillery,  attacked  the  eniamy  and  drove  him  off.  During  the  5tb,  6th, 
and  7th,  Bates's  divisioa,  re-enforced  by  a  division  from  Lee's  corps,  and  2,500  of 
Forrest's  cavalry,  demonstrated  heavily  against  Fortress  Roaeoraaa,  at  Mnrfrees- 
boro', garrisoned  by  abont  8,000  men,  under  command  of  General  E«nssea.u. 
The  enemy  showing  an  unwillingness  to  make  a  direct  assault,  Geneial  Milroy, 
with  seven  regiments  of  infantry,  was  sent  out  on  the  8th  to  engage  him,  He 
waa  found  a  short  distance  from  the  place  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  posted  behind 
rail  breastworks,  was  attacked  and  routed,  our  troops  capturing  §07  prisoners 
and  two  (2)  guns,  with  a  loss  of  30  killed  and  175  wounded.  On  the  same  day 
Buford's  cavalry  entered  the  town  of  Mnrfreesboro',  after  having  shelled  it  vigor- 
ously, but  he  was  speedily  driven  out  by  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  a  section  of 
artillery.  On  retiring  from  before  Mnrfreesboro',  the  enemy's  cavalry  moved 
northward  to  Lebanon,  and  along  the  bank  of  the  Cumberland  in  that  vicinity, 
threatening  to  cross  to  the  north  side  of  the  river  and  interrupt  onr  railroad  oom- 
munication  with  Louisville,  (at  that  time  our  only  source  of  supplies,)  the  enemy 
having  blockaded  the  river  below  Nashville  by  batteries  aloag  the  shore.  The 
Navy  Department  was  recjueated  to  patrol  the  Cumberland  above  and  below 
Nashville,  with  the  gunboats  then  in  theriver,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing, 
which  request  was  cordially  and  effectually  complied  with  by  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Leroy  Fitch,  commanding  eleventh  division  Mississippi  squadron;  at  the 
^ame  tune  General  WUson  sent  a  cavalry  forc^  to  Gallatin  to  guard  the  country 
in  that  vicinity.  The  position  of  Hood's  army  around  Nashville  remained  un- 
changed, and  with  the  exception  of  occasional  picket  firing  nothing  of  importance 
occurred  fiom  the  3d  to  the  16th  December,  luthe  mean  white  I  was  preparing 
to  take  the  offensive  without  delay,  the  cavalry  was  being  remounted  under  the 
directionof  General  Wilson  asrapidly  as  possible,  andnewtransportationfurnisbed 
where  it  was  required.  During  these  operatioas  in  Middle  Tennessee,  the  enemy, 
under  Breckinridge,  Dake,  and  Vaughn,  was  operating  in  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  State  against  Generals  Ammon  and  GOIem. 

On  tho  13tb  November  at  midnight,  Breckinridge,  with  a  force  estimated  at 
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3,000,  attacked  General  Grillem  near  Morristowii,  routing  him  and  capturing  liis 
artillery,  besides  taking  several  hundred  prisoners;  the  remainder  of  the  com- 
mand, about  oue  thousand  (1,000)  in  number,  escaped  to  Strawberry  Plains,  and 
thence  to  Knoxville.  General  Gillem's  force  consisted  of  fifteen  hundred 
(1,500)  men,  composing  three  regiments  of  Tennessee  cavalry,  and  sis:  guns, 
belonging  formerly  to  the  fonrtli  diviaiou  of  cavalry,  army  of  the  Cumberland,  but 
had  been  detached  from  my  command  at  the  instance  of  Governor  Andrew  John- 
son, and  were  then  operating  independently  under  Brigadier  General  Gillem.  To 
a  want  of  co-operation  between  the  officers  directly  under  my  control  and  General 
Gillem,  may  be  attributed,  in  a  great  measure,  the  cause  of  die  latter's  misfortune, 
following  up  his  success,  Breckiaridge  continued  moving  southward  tlirough 
Strawberry  Plains  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Knoxville,  but  on  the  18th  with- 
drew aa  rapidly  as  he  bad  advanced.  General  Ammon's  troops,  re-enforced  by 
l,iiOO  men  from  Chattanooga,  reoccupied  Sti-awberry  Plains  on  that  day.  About 
that  period  Major  General  Stdneman,  left  at  Louisville  by  General  Schofield  to 
take  charge  of  the  department  of  the  Ohio  during  his  absence  with  the  army  in  the 
field,  started  for  Knoxville  to  take  general  direction  of  affairs  in  that  section,  having 
previously  ordered  Brevet  Major  General  Burbridge  to  march  with  all  his  available 
force  in  Kentucky,  by  way  of  Cumberland  gap,  to  Giilem's  relief.  On  bis  way 
through  Nashville  General  Stonentaii  received  instructions  from  me  to  concentrate 
as  large  a  force  as  he  could  get  in  East  Tennessee  against  Breckinridge,  and 
either  destroy  his  force  or  iriye  it  hito  Virginia,  and,  if  possible,  destroy  the  salt- 
works at  Saltville,  and  the  railroad  from  the  Tennessee  line  as  fai-  into  Virginia 
as  he  could  go  without  endangering  his  command, 

November  23. — General  Stoneman  telegraphed  from  Knoxville  that  the  main 
force  of  the  enemy  was  at  New  Market,  eight  miles  north  of  Strawberry  Plains, 
and  General  Burbridge  was  moving  on  Cumberland  Gap  from  the  interior  of 
Kentucky,  his  advance  expecting  to  reach  Barbouvsville  that  night.  On  the  6th 
of  December,  having  received  infoi-matinn  from  East  Tennessee  that  Breckin- 
ridge was  falling  back  towards  Virginia,  Genei'al  Stoneman  was  again  directed 
to  pni-sue  him,  and  destroy  the  railroad  as  far  across  the  State  line  as  possible, 
say  twenty-five  miles.  Leaving  him  to  carry  out  these  instructions  I  witl  return 
to  the  position  at  Nashville.  Both  armies  were  ice-bound  for  a  week  previous 
to  the  14th  December,  when  the  wealber  moderated.  Being  prepared  to  move 
I  called  a  meeting  of  tlie  corps  commanders  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and 
having  discussed  the  plan  of  attack  until  thoroughly  understood,  the  following 
Special  Field  Order  No.  342  were  issued.      ^ 

"Par,  IV.  As  soouasthestateof  the  weather  will  admit  of  o'ffensive  operations 
the  troops  will  move  against  the  enemy's  position  in  the  following  order  :  Major 
General  A.  J.  Smith,  commanding  detachment  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee, 
after  forminghis  troops  on  and  near  the  Hardin  pike  in  frontof  bis  present  position, 
will  make  a  vigorous  assault  on  the  enemy's  left.  Major  General  Wilson,  com- 
manding the  cavalry  corps,  militaiy  division  of  the  Mississippi,  with  three  divi- 
sions, will  move  on  and  support  General  Smith's  right,  assisting  as  far  as  possible 
ia  carrying  the  left  of  the  enemy's  position,  and  be  in  readiness  to  throw  his  force 
upon  the  enemy  the  moment  a  favorable  opportunity  occurs.  Major  General 
Wilson  will  also  send  one  division  on  the  Charlotte  pike  to  clear  that  road  of 
the  enemy,  and  observe  in  the  direction  of  Bell's  landing  to  protect  oar  right  rear 
until  the  enemy's  position  is  fairly  turned,  when  it  will  rejoin  the  main  force. 
Brigadier  General  T.  J.  Wood,  commanding  4th  army  corps,  after  leaving  a 
strong  skirmish  line  in  his  works  from  Lawrens  hill  to  his  extreme  right,  will 
form  the  remainder  of  the  4th  corps  on  the  Hillsboro'  pike  to  support  General 
Smith's  left  and  operate  on  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemy's  advanced  position  on 
the  Montgomery  hill.  Major  Greneral  Schofield,  commanding  twenty-third  aiToy 
corps,  will  replace  Brigadier  General  Kimball's  division  of  the  4th  corps  with 
his  troops,  and  occupy  the  trenches  from   Ifort  Negley  to  Lawrens  hill  with  a 


■Google 


EEPORT  or    MAJOK  GENERAL  THOMAS.  375 

strong  skirmish  line.  He  will  move  with  the  remaiader  of  his  force  in  front  of 
the  works  and  co-operate  with  General  Wood,  protecting  the  lattei-'s  left  flank 
against  an  attack  by  the  enemy.  Major  G-eneral  Steedman,  commanding  district 
of  Etowah,  will  occupy  the  interior  line  in  rear  of  his  present  position,  stretching 
from  the  reservoir  on  the  Cumberland  river  to  Fort  Negley  with  a  strong  skirmish 
line,  and  mass  the  remainder  of  his  force  in  its  present  position  to  act  according 
to  the  exigencies  which  may  arise  during  these  operations.  Brigadier  G-eneral 
Miller,  with  the  troops  forming  the  garriann  of  Nashville,  will  occupy  the  interior 
line  from  the  battery  oo  hUl  310  to  the  extreme  right,  including  the  enclosed 
work  on  the  Hyde's  Ferry  road.  The  quartermaster's  troops,  under  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Donaldson,  will,  if  necessary,  be  posted  on  the  interior  line 
from  Fort  Morton  to  the  batteiy  on  hill  210.  The  troops  occupying  the  interior 
line  will  he  under  the  direction  of  Major  General  Steedman,  who  is  charged  with 
the  immediate  defence  of  Mashville  during  the  operations  around  the  city. 
Should  the  weather  permit,  the  ti-oops  will  be  formed  to  commence  operations  at 
6  a.  m.  on  the  15th,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable." 

On  the  morning  of  the  ISth  December,  the  weather  being  favorable,  the 
army  was  formed,  and  ready  at  an  early  hour  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  battle 
promulgated  in  the  special  field  ordere  of  the  14th.  The  formation  of  the  troops 
was  partially  concealed  from  the  enemy  by  the  broken  nature  of  the  ground, 
as  also  by  a  dense  fog  which  only  lifted  towards  noon.  The  enemy  was 
apparently  totally  unaware  of  any  intention  on  our  part  to  attack  his  position, 
and  more  especially  did  be  seem  not  to  expect  any  movement  against  his 
left  flank,  'x'o  divert  his  attention  still  further  from  our  real  iatentions, 
Major  General  Steedman  had,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  received  orders  to 
make  a  heavy  demonstration  with  his  command  against  the  enemy's  right, 
east  of  the  Noiensville  pike,  which  he  accomplished  with  great  success  and 
some  loss,  succeeding,  however,  in  attracting  the  enemy's  attention  to  that  part 
of  his  line  and  indncina:  bim  to  draw  re- enforcements  from  towards  his  centre 
and  left.  As  soon  as  General  Steedmau  had  completed  his  movement,  the  com- 
mands of  Generals  Smith  and  Wilson  moved  out  along  the  Hardin  pike,  and. 
commenced  the  grand  movement  of  the  day  by  wheeling  to  the  left  and  advanc- 
ing against  the. enemy's  position  across  the  Hardin  and  HOlsboro'  pikes.  A  di- 
vision of  cavalry  (Johnson's)  was  sent  at  the  same  time  to  look  after  a  battery 
of  tlie  enemy  on  the  Cumberland  river,  at  Bell's  lauding,  eight  miles  below 
Nashville.  General  Johnson  did  not  get  into  position  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when,  in  conjunction  with  the  gunboats  under  Lieutenant  Commander  Leroy 
Fitch,  the  enemy's  battery  was  engaged  until  after  nightfall,  and  the  place  was 
found  evacuated  on  the  morning  of  the  16th.  The  remainder  of  General  Wil- 
son's command,  Hatch's  division  leading  and  Knipe's  in  rMerve,  moving  on  tie 
right  of  General  A.  J.  Smith's  troops,  tirst  struck  the  enemy  along  Richland 
creek,  near  Hardin's  house,  and  drove  him  hack  rapidly,  capturing  a  number  of 
prisoners,  wagons,  &c.,  and  continuing  to  advance,  while  slightly  swinging  to 
the  left,  came  upon  a  redoubt  containing  fonr  guns,  which  was  splendidly  carried 
by  assault  at  1  p.  m.  by  a  portion  of  Hatch's  division  dismounted,  and  the  cap- 
tured guns  turned  upon  the  enemy.  A  second  redoubt,  stronger  than  the  first, 
was  next  assailed  and  carried  by  the  same  troops  that  captured  the  first  position, 
taking  four  more  guns  and  about  three  hundred  (300)  prisoners.  The  infantry, 
McArtbur's  division  of  General  Smith's  command,  on  the  left  of  the  cavalry, 
participated  in  both  of  the  assaults,  and,  indeed,  the  dismounted  cavalry  seemed 
to  vie  with  tb6  infantry  who  should  first  gain  the  works.  As  they  reached  the 
position  nearly  simultaneously,  both  lay  claim  to  the  artillery  and  prisoners 
captured.  Finding  General  Smith  had  not  taken  as  much  distance  to  the  right 
as  I  expected  he  would  have  done,  I  directed  General  Schofield  to  move  his 
command  (the  23d  corps)  from  the  position  in  reserve,  to  which  it  had  been  as- 
signed, over  to  the  right  of  General  Smith,  enabling  the  cavalry  thereby  to  operate 
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more  freely  in  the  enemy's  rear.  ThiBwaai'apidly  accomplished  by  General  Scho- 
field,  and  his  troops  participated  in  the  closing  operations  of  the  day.  The  4th  corps. 
Brigadier  General  T.  J.  Wood  commanding,  on  the  left  of  General  Smith's  com- 
mand, as  soon  as  the  latter  had  etruck  the  enemy's  flank,  assaulted  the  Mont- 
gomery hill.  Hood's  most  advanced  position,  at  1  p.  m.,  which  was  moat  gallantly 
execnted  by  the  thu-d  bi-igade  second  division,  Colonel  P.  Sidney  Poat,  fifty- 
ninth  Illinoia,  commanding,  capturing  a  considerahle  number  of  prisoners.  Con- 
necting with  the  left  of  Smith's  troops,  (Brigadier  General  Garrard's  division,) 
the  4th  corps  continaed  to  advanee  and  carried  by  assault  the  enemy's  entire  line 
in  its  front,  and  captured  several  pieces  of  artillery,  about  five  hnndred  prisonei^, 
some  stands  of  colors  and  other  materials.  The  enemy  was  driven  out  of  his 
original  line  of  worhs  and  forced  back  to  a  new  position  along  the  base  of  Has- 
peth  Hills,  still  holding  his  line  of  retreat  to  Franklin  by  the  main  pike  throxngh 
Brentwood  and  by  the  Granny  Wliite  pike.  Our  tine  at  nightfall  was  readjusted, 
running  parallel  to  and  east  of  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  Schofield's  command  un  the, 
right.  Smith's  in  the  centre,  and  Wood's  on  the  left,  with  the  cavalry  on  the 
right  of  Schofield,  Steedman  holding  the  position  he  had  gained  eai-ly  in  the 
morning.  The  total  result  of  the  day's  operations  was  the  capture  of  sixteen 
pieces  of  artillery  and  twelve  hrmdred  prisoners,  besides  several  hundred  stands 
of  small-arms  and  about  forty  (40)  wagons.  The  enemy  had  been  forced  back 
at  all  points  with  heavy  loss.  Our  casualties  were  nnusually  light.  The  behavior 
of  the  troops  was  uusarpassed  for  stcadiuess  and  alacrity  in  every  movement, 

.and  the  original  plan  of  battle,  with  but  few  alterations,  strictly  adhered  to. 
The  whole  command  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle  during  the  night,  on  the  ground 
occupied  at  dark,  while  preparations  were  made  to  renew  the  battle  at  an  early 
honr  on  the  morrow. 

At  6  a.  ni.  on  the  16th  Wood's  corpa  pressed  hack  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
across  the  Franklin  pike  to  the  eastwaid  of  it,  and  then  swinging  slightly  to  the 
right,  advanced  due  soulh  from  Nashville,  driving  the  enemy  before  him  until 
he  came  upon  his  new  main  line  of  works,  constructed  during  the  night,  on  what 
is  called  Overton's  Hill,  abowt  five  miles  south  of  the  city  and  east  of  the  Frank- 
lin pike.  Greneral  Steedman  moved  out  from  Nashville  by  the  Nolensville  pike, 
and  foi-med  his  command  on  the  left  of  General  Wood,  effectually  securing  the 
latter's  left  flank,  and  made  preparations  to  co-operate  in  the  operations  of  the 

'day.  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command  moved  on  the  right  of  the  4th  corps, 
(Wood's,)  and  establishing  connexion  with  General  Wood's  right,  completed  the 
new  line  of  battle.  General  Schofield's  troops  remained  in  the  position  taken  up  by 
them  at  dark  on  the  day  previous,  facing  eastward  and  towards  tlie  enemy 's  left  flank, 
the  line  of  the  corps  running  perpendicular  to  General  Smith's  troops.  General 
Wilson's  cavalry,  which  had  rested  for  the  night  at  the  six-mile  post,  on  the 
HillshoTO'  pike,  was  dismounted  and  formed  on  the  right  of  Schofield's  command, 
aad  by  noon  of  the  16th  had  succeeded  in  gaining  the  enemy's  rear  and  stretched 
across  the  Granny  White  pike,  one  of  his  two  outlets,  towards  Franklin.     As 

■  soon  !^  the  above  dispositions  were  completed,  and  having  visited  the  different 
commands,  I  gave  directions  that  the  movement  against  die  enemy's  left  flank 
should  be  continued.  Our  entire  line  approached  to  widiiu  sis  hundred  yai-ds  of 
the  enemy's  nt  all  points.  His  centre  was  weak  as  compared  to  either  his  i-ighl 
at  Overton's  Hili,  or  his  left  on  the  hills  bordering  the  Granny  White  pike;  still 
I  had  h  ipts  f  gaining  his  rear  and  cutting  off  hia  retreat  from  Franklin.  About 
3pm  Post  s  brigade  of  Wood's  corps,  supported  by  Streight's  brigade  of  the 
lame  command,  waa  ordered  by  Genera!  Wood  to  assault  Overton  Hill.  This 
intention  waa  communicated  to  Geueral  Steedman,  who  ordered  the  brigade  of 
colore  i  troops,  commanded  by  Colonel  C.  R.  Thompson,  twelfth  United  States 
cfloied  troops,  to  co-operate  in  the  movement.     The  ground  on  which  the  two 

.assaulting  columns  formed  being  open  and  exposed  to  the  enemy's  view,  he 

-eadily  p(  iceiving  our  intention,  drew  re -enforcements  from  his  left  and  centre  to 
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the  tlireatenecl  point.  This  moTement  of  tronpa  on  ite  part  of  the  enemy  was 
coinmuiijcated  along  the  line  from  left  to  right.  The  assault  was  made  and  re- 
ceiv(d  by  the  enemy  with  tremendous  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  and  musketry. 
Our  men  moved  steadily  onward  up  the  hill  antil  near  the  crest,  when  tlie  reserve 
of  the  enemy  rose  and  poured  into  the  assaulting  column  a  moat  destructive  fire, 
causing  the  men  first  to  waver  and  then  to  fall  hacfe,  leaving  their  dead  and 
wonnded,  blaclc  and  white  indiscriminately  mingled,  lying  amidst  the  abatis, 
the  gallant  Colonel  Post  among  the  wounded.  General  Wood  readily  reformed 
Lis  command  in  the  position  it  had  previously  occupied,  preparatory  to  a  renewal 
of  the  assault.  Immediately  following  the  effort  of  the  4tli  corps,  Generals 
Smith's  and  Schofieid's  enmmaads  moved  ag^nst  the  enemy's  worka  in  their  re- 
spective fronts,  carrying  all  before  them,  irreparably  breaking  his  lines  in  a  dozen 
places  and  capturing  all  his  artillery  ant)  thoxisands  of  prisoners,  among  the  latter 
four  (4)  general  officers.  Our  loss  was  remarkably  small,  scarcely  nsentionable. 
All  oi  the  enemy  that  did  escape  were  pursued  over  the  tops  of  Brentwood , and 
Harpeth  Hills.  Geimral  Wilson's  cavalry  diamouated,  attacked  tlie  enemy  simulta^ 
ne-otialy  with  Scbofield  and  Smith,  striking  him  in  reserve,  and  gaining  firm  posses- 
sion of  Granny  White  pike,  cut  off  hisretreat  by  that  route.  Wood's  and  Steedman's 
troops  hearing  the  shouts  of  victory  coming  from  the  right,  rushed  impetuously 
forward,  renewing  the  assault  on  Oveiton's  Hill,  and  although  meeting  a  very  heavy 
fire,  the  onset  was  irresistible,  artillery  and  many  prisonei-s  falling  into  our  hands. 
The  enemy,  hopelessly  broken,  fied  in  conlusion  through  the  Brentwood  Pass, 
the  4lh  corps  in  close  pursuit,  which  was  continued  for  several  miles,  when 
darkness  closed  the  scene,  and  the  troops  rested  from  their  labors.  As  the  4th 
corps  pursued  tlie  enemy  on  the  Franklin  pike.  General  Wilson,  hastily  mounted 
Knipe's  and  Hatch's  divisions  of  his  command,  and  directed  them  to  pursue 
along  tlie  Granny  White  pike,  and  endeavor  to  reach  Franklin  in  advance  of 
the  enemy.  After  proceeding  about  a  mile  they  came  upon  the  enemy's  cavaliy 
under  Chalmers,  posted  across  the  road  and  hehind  barricades.  The  position 
was  charged  by  the  twelfth  Teimessee  cavaliy.  Colonel  Spaulding  commanding, 
and  the  enemy's  lines  broken,  scattering  him  in  all  directions,  and  capiuring 
quite  a  number  of  prisoners,  among  them  Brigadier  General  E.  W.  Sucker, 
During  the  two  days'  operations  there  were  4,463  prisoners  captured,  including 
287  officers  of  all  grades  from  that  of  major  general,  fifty-three  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  thousands  of  small-arms.  The  enemy  abandoned  on  the  field  all  of  his 
dead  and  wounded. 

Leaving  directions  for  the  collection  of  the  captured  property  and  for  the  care 
of  the  wounded  left  on  the  battle-field,  the.pursuit  was  continued  at  daylight  on 
the  17th.  The  4th  eoi-ps  pushed  on  towa'-ds  Franklin  by  the  direct  pike,  while 
the  cavalry  moved  by  the  Granny  White  pike  to  its  intersection  with  the 
Franklin  pike,  and  then  t*ok  the  advance.  Johnson's  division  of  cavalry  waa  _ 
sent  by  General  Wilson  direct  to  Harpeth  river,  on  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  with 
directions  to  cross  and  move  rapidly  towards  Franklin,  llie  main  cavalry 
column,  with  Knifie'a  division  in  advance,  came  up  with  the  enemy's  rear-guard 
strongly  posted  at  Hollow  Tree  gap,  four  (4)  miles  north  of  Franklin.  The 
position  was  charged  in  front  and  in  flank  simultaneously,  and  handsomely 
carried,  capturing  four  hundred  and  thirteen  (413)  prisoners  and  three  (3)  colors. 
The  enemy  then  fell  hack  rapidly  to  Franklin,  and  endeavored  to  defend  the 
crossing  of  Harpeth  river  at  tiiat  place,  but  Johnson's  division  coming  up  from 
below,  ou  the  south  side  of  the  stream,  forced  him  to  retire  from  the  river  bank, 
and  our  cavalry  took  possession  of  the  town,  capturing  the  enemy's  hospitals, 
containing  over  two  thousand  wounded,  of  whom  about  200  were  our  own  men. 
The  pursuit  was  immediately  continued  by  Wilson  towards  Columbia,  the 
enemy's  rear-guard  slowly  retiring  before  him  to  a  distance  of  about  five  (5) 
miles  south  of  Franklin,  where  the  enemy  made  a  stand  in  some  open  fields  just 
north  of  West  Harpeth  river,  and  seemed  to  await  our  coming.    Deploying  Kuipe's 
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division  as  skirmisLerB,  witli  Hatch's  in  close  support,  General  Wilson  ordered 
his  body  guard,  the  fourth  Uuited  States  cavalry.  Lieutenant  Hedges  command- 
ing, to  charge  the  eneroy.  Forming  on  the  pike  in  column  of  fours,  the  gallant 
little  command  charged  ■with  cabres  drawn,  breaking  the  enemy's  centre,  while 
Knjpe'fi  and  Hatch's  men  pressed  back  his  flanks,  scattering  his  whole  command 
and  causing  them  to  abandon  their  artillery.  Darkness  coming  on  during  the 
engagement  enabled  a  gi-eat  msny  to  escape,  and  put  an  end  to  the  day's 
operations.  The  4th  corps,  under  Gfeneral  Wood,  folSowed  immediately  in  rear 
of  the  cavalry  aa  far  aa  Harpeth  river,  where  it  found  the  bridgea  destroyed  and 
too  much  water  on  the  fords  for  infantry  to  cross.  A  trestle  bridge  was  hastily 
constructed  from  such  materials  as  lay  at  hand,  but  could  not  be  made  available 
before  nightfall.  General  S'teedman'a  command  moved  in  rear  of  General  Wood, 
andcampedneaihimou  the  banks  of  the  Harpeth.  General  Smith  and  Schofield 
marched  with  their  corps  along  the  Granny  White  pike,  and  camped  for  the  night 
at  the  intersection  with  the  Franklin  pike.  The  trains  moved  'with  their  respective 
commands,  can-ying  tea  days'  supplies  and  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition. 

On  the  IStli  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  was  continued  by  General  Wilson,  who 
pushed  on  as  far  as  Rutherford's  creek,  three  mi!^  from  Columbia.  Wood's  corps 
crossed  to  the  south  side  of  Harpeth  river  and  closed  up  with  the  cavalry.  The 
enemy  did  not  offer  to  make  a  stand  during  the  day.  On  arriviag  at  Euther- 
ford's  ci-eek  the  stream  waa  found  to  be  impassable  on  account  of  high  water, 
and  running  a  perfect  torrent.  A  pontoon  bridge,  hastily  constructed  at  Nash\-ille 
during  the  presence  of  the  army  at  that  place,  was  on  its  way  to  the  front,  but  the 
bad  condition  of  the  roads,  together  with  the  incompleteness  of  the  train  itself, 
had  retarded  its  arrival.  I  would  here  remark  that  the  splendid  pontoon  train, 
properly  belonging  to  my  command,  with  its  trained  corps  of  pontoniers,  was 
absent  with  General  Shei'man, 

During  the  19th  several  unsuccessful  efforts  were  made  by  the  advance  troops 
to  cross  Eutherford's  creek,  although  General  Hatch  succeeded  in  lodging  a  few 
skirmishers  on  the  south  bank.  The  heavy  rains  of  the  preceding  few  days  had 
inundated  the  whole  country,  and  rendered  the  roads  almost  impassable.  Smith's 
and  Scliofield's  commands  crossed  to  the  south  side  of  Hai'peth  river,  General 
Smith'  advancing  to  Spring  Hill,  while  General  Schofield  encamped  at  Franklin, 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  General  Hatch  constructed  a  floating  bridge  from 
the  debris  of  the  old  railroad  bridge  over  Kutherford'a  creek,  and  crossing  hia 
entire  division,  pushed  out  for  Columbia,  but  found,  on  reaching  Duck  river, 
the  enemy  had  succeeded  the  night  befors  in  getting  everything  across,  and 
had  already  removed  his  pontoon  bridge.  Dock  river  was  very  much  swollen, 
and  impassable  without  a  bridge.  During  the  day  General  Wood  improvised  a 
foot  bridge  over  Eutherford's  ci-eek,  at  the  old  railroad  bridge,  and  by  nightfall 
had  succeeded  in  crossing  his  infantry  entire,  and  one  or  two  of  his  batteries, 
and  moved  forward  to  Duck  river.  The  pontoon  train  coming  up  to  Rutherford's 
creek  about  noon  of  the  Slst,  a  bridge  was  laid  during  the  afternoon,  and  General 
Smitli'a  troops  were  enabled  to  cross.  The  weather  had  changed  from  dismal 
raiu  to  bitter  cold,  very  materiaUv  retarding  the  work  in  laying  the  bridge,  as 
tlie  regiment  of  colored  troops  to  whom  that  duty  waa  intrusted  seemed  to  become 
unmanned  by  the  cold,  and  totally  unequal  to  the  occasion.  On  the  completion 
of  the  bridge  at  Eutherford's  creek,  snflcient  material  for  a  bridge  over  Duck 
river  was  hastily  pushed  forward  to  that  point,  and  the  bridge  constructed  in 
time  to  enable  Wood  to  cross  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  22d,  and  get  into 
position  on  the  PuUski  road,  about  two  (2)  miles  south  of  Columbia.  The 
water  in  the  river  fell  rapidly  during  the  construction  of  the  bridge,  necessitating 
frequent  alterations  and  causing  mnch  delay.  The  enemy  in  his  hasty  retreat 
had  thrown  into  the  stream  several  fine  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  rapidly 
becoming  uncovered,  and  were  subsequently  removed.  Notwithstanding  the 
many  delays  to  which  the  command  had  been  subject,  I  determined  to  continue 
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the  ]  o  t  of  Hood's  shattered  forces,  and  for  this  purpose  decided  to  use 
Cen    nl  Wilson's  cavalry  and  Gfeneral  Wood's  corps  of  infantrv,  directing  the 

f  n  J  move  on  the  pike,  while  the  cavalry  marched  on  ita  either  flanlt 
ae  he  iields,  the  remainder  of  the  command,  Smith's  and  Schofield's  corps, 

to  move  along  more  leisurely,  and  to  be  used  as  the  occasion  demanded.  Forrest 
and  hia  cavalry,  and  such  other  detachments  as  had  been  sent  off  from  his  maia 
army  while  besieging  Nashville,  had  rejoined  Hood  at  Columbia.  He  had 
formed  a  powerful  rear-guard,  made  up  of  detachments  from  all  of  his  organized 
force,  numbering  about  four  thousand  (4,000)  infantry,  under  General  Walthall, 
and  all  his  available  caval?'y  under  Fori-est.  With  the  exception  of  his  rear- 
guard, his  army  had  become  a  disheartened  and  disorganized  rabble  of  half-armed 
and  barefooted  men,  who  sought  every  opportunity  to  fall  out  by  the  wayside 
and  desert  tbeir  cause  to  put  an  end  to  their  sufferings.  The  rear-guaid,  however, 
was  undaunted  and  firm,  and  did  its  work  bravely  to  the  last. 

During  the  S3d  General  Wilson  was  occupied  crossing  Isis  command  over 
Duck  river,  but  took  the  advance  on  the  24ih,  supported  by  General  Wood, 
and  came  up  with  the  enemy  just  south  of  Lynnville,  and  also  at  Buford's 
station,  at  both  of  which  places  the  enemy  made  a  short  st^d,  but  was  speedily 
dislodged  with  some  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Our  advance  was 
BO  rapid  as  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  bridges  ovei-  Richland  creek. 

Christmas  morning  1  the  25th)  the  enemy,  with  our  cavalry  at  his  heels,  evac- 
uated Pulaski,  and  was  pursued  towards  Lamb's  feny,  over  aa  almost  imprac- 
ticable road,  and  through  a  country  devoid  of  sustenance  for  man  and  beast. 
During  the  afternoon  Harrison's  brigade  found  the  enemy  strongly  intrenched 
at  the  head  of  a  heavily  wooded  and  deep  ravine,  through  which  ran  the  road, 
and  into  which  Colonel  Harrison  drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  He  then  waited 
for  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  to  close  up  before  attacking,  but  before  this 
could  be  accomplished,  the  enemy,  with  aometliing  of  his  former  boldness,  sal- 
lied from  his  breastworks  and  drove  back  Harrison's  skirmishers,  capturing  and 
carrying  off  one  gnn  belonging  to  battery  I,  fourth  United  States  artillery,  which 
was  not  recovered  by  us,  notwithstanding  the  ground  lost  was  almost  immedi- 
ately regained.  By  nightfall  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his  position  with  a 
loss  of  about  fifty  (50)  prisoners.  The  cavalry  had  moved  so  rapidly  as  to  out- 
distance the  trains,  and  both  men  and  animals  were  suffering  greatly  in  conse- 
quence, although  they  continued  uncomplainingly  to  pursue  the  enemy.  Gen- 
eral Wood's  corps  kept  well  closed  up  on  the  cavalry,  camping  on  the  night  of 
December  25th,  six  miles  out  of  Pulaski,  on  the  Lamb's  Ferry  road,  and  pursu- 
ing the  same  route  as  the  cavalry,  reached  Lexington,  Alabama,  thirty  (30) 
miles  from  Pulaski,  on  the  2Sth,  ou  which  date,  having  definitely  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  had  made  good  his  escape  across  the  Tennessee,  at  Bainbridge, 
I  directed  further  pursuit  to  cease.  At  Pulaski  the  enemy's  hospital,  containing 
about  two  hundred  patients,  fell  into  our  hands,  and  four  (4)  guns  wore  found  in 
Richland  creek.  About  a  mile  south  of  the  town  he  destroyed  twenty  (20) 
waogns  loaded  with  ammunition,  belonging  to  Cheatham's  corps,  taking  the  animals 
belonging  to  the  trains  to  help  to  pull  his  pontoons.  The  road  from  Pulaski  to 
Bainbridge,  and  indeed  back  to  Nashville,  was  strewn  with  abandoned  wagons, 
limbers,  small-anns,  blankets,  &c..  showing  most  conclusively  the  disorder  of 
the  enemy's  retreat.  During  the  foregoing  operations  with  the  advance  Smith's 
and  Schofield's  troops  were  in  motion  towards  the  front.  General  Smith's  com- 
mand reaching  Pulaski  on  the  27th,  while  General  Schoficld  was  directed  to 
remain  at  Columbia  for  the  time  being. 

On  our  arrival  at  Franklin  ou  the  IStb  I  gave  directions  to  General  Steedmaa 
to  move  with  his  command  across  the  country  from  tliat  point  to  Murfreeshora', 
on  the  Chattanooga  railroad,  from  whence  he  was  to  proceed  by  rail  to  Decatur, 
Alabama,  via  Stevenson,  being  joined  at  Stevenson  by  Brigadier  General  R.  8. 
Granger,  aud  the  troops  composing  the  garrisons  of  Hunteville,  Athens,  and 


0.  Google 


380  EEPORT    OP   MAJOR    GENERAL   THOMAS. 

Decatur.  Taking  general  direct  ion  of  the  whole  force.  Ilia  inatrnctiona  were  to  re- 
occupy  the  points  in  northern  Alahama  evaenated  at  the  period  of  Hood's  advancet 
then  cross  the  Tennessee  with  the  balance  of  his  force,  and  threaten  the  eiii^my's 
raili'oad  communications  west  of  Florence.  General  Steedman  re-occupied  Deca- 
tur on  the  27th,  and  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  second  portion  of  his  instructiona, 
finding,  however,  that  the  enemy  had  already  made  good  his  escape  to  the  south 
side  of  the  Tennessee,  and  any  movement  on  his  railroad  wouhi  he  useless.  On 
announcing  the  result  of  the  baltlea  to  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  commanding 
Mississippi  squadron,  I  requested  him  to  send  as  much  of  his  force  aa.he  could 
spare  around  to  Florence,  on  the  Tennessee  liTer,  and  endeavor  to  prevent  Hood's 
army  from  crossing  at  that  point,  which  request  was  most  cordially  and  promptly 
complied  with.  He  arrived  at  Chickasaw,  Mississippi,  on  the  34th,  destroyed 
there  a  i-ehel  battery,  and  captured  two  {2}  guns,  with  caissons,  at  Fioi-ence 
landing.  He  also  annonneed  the  arrival  at  the  latter  place  of  several  transports 
with  provisions.  Immediately  ripon  leaa-ning  of  tlie  presence  at  Chickasaw, 
Mississippi,  of  the  gunboats  and  transports  with  provisions,  I  directed  General 
Smith  to  niai-ch  overland  from  Palaski  tc  Clifton,  via  Lawrenceburg  and  Waynes- 
bow',  and  take'  post»at  Eastport,  Mississippi.  General  Smith  started  for  bis 
destination  on  December  S9. 

On  tbe  30th  December  I  announced  to  the  army  the  successful  completion  of 
the  campaign,  and  gave  directions  for  the  disposition  of  the  command,  as  follows ; 
Smith's  corps  to  take  post  at  Eastport,  Mississippi;  "Wood's  coi-ps  to  be  concen- 
tiated  at  Huatsvilie  and  Athens,  Alabama;  Schoiield's  corps  to  proceed  to  Dal- 
ton,  Georgia,  and  Wilson's  cavalry,  after  sending  one  division  to  Eastport, 
Mississippi,  to  concentrate  the  balance  at  or  aear  Hnntsville.  On  i-eauhing  the 
several  positiocs  assigned  them,  the  different  commands  were  to  go  into  winter 
quarters,  and  recuperate  for  the  spring  eampaiga.  The  above  not  meeting  the 
views  of  the  general-ia- chief,  and  being  notified  by  Major  General  Halleek, 
chief  of  staff.  United  States  army,  that  it  was  not  intended  for  the  army  in  Ten 
nessee  to  go  into  winter  quarters,  ordei'S  were  issued  on  the  31st  December  foi 
Generals  Sehofieldj  Smith,  and  Wilson  to  concentrate  their  commands  at  East- 
port,  Mississippi,  and  that  of  General  Wood  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  prepara- 
tory to  a  renewal  of  the  campaign  against  the  enemy  in  Mississippi  and  Ah 
bama.  During  the  active  operations  of  the  mtuu  army  in  Middle  Tennessee, 
General  Stoueman's  forces  in  the  northeastern  poi  tioii  of  the  State  were  also 
very  actively  engaged  in  operating  against  Breckinridge,  Duke,  and  Vaughn. 
Having  quickly  concentrated  the  commands  of  Generals  Burbridge  and  Gillem 
at  Bean's  station,  on  the  12th  of.  December  General  Stoncman  started  for  Bris- 
tol, Lis  advance,  under  General  Gillem,  striking  the  enemy,  under  Duke,  at  Kings- 
port,  on  the  HOrth  fork  of  the  Holston  river,  killing,  capturing,  or  dispersing  the 
whole  command.  General  Stoaeman  then  sent  General  Burbridge  to  Bristol, 
where  he  came  upon  the  enemy  under  Vaughn,  and  skirmished  with  him  until 
the  remainder  of  the  troops  (GUIem's  column)  came  up,  when  Barbridge  was 
pushed  on  to  Abingdon,  with  inatiuctions  to  send  a  force  to  cut  the  railroad  at 
some  poiat  between  Saltville  and  Wytheville,  iu  order  to  prevent  re-enforcemeat3 
eomiug  from  Lynchburg  to  the  salt  works.  Gillem  also  reached  Abingdon  on 
the  15th,  the  enemy  under  Vaughn  following  ou  a  road  parallel  to  the  one  used 
by  our  forces.  Having  decided  merely  to  make  a  demonstration  against  the  salt 
works,  and  to  push  on  with  the  main  force  after  Vaughn,  General  Gillem  struck 
the  enemy  at  Marion  early  on  the  16th,  and  after  completely  routing  him,  pur- 
sued him  to  Wytheville,  Virginia,  capturing  allhia  artillery  and  trains,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  prisoners.  Wytheville,  with  its  stores  and  supplies,  was 
destroyed,  and  also  the  extensive  lead  works  near  the  town,  and  the  railroad  bridge 
aver  Reedy  creek-  General  Stonemaa  then  turned  his  attention  towards  Saltville, 
and  its  important  salt  works.  The  garrison  of  that  place,  re-enforced  hy  Gittner's, 
Cosby'e  aad  Witcher's  commands,  and  the  remnant  of  Duke's,  all  under  the  com 
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manct  of  Breckinridge  in  person,  followed  our  troops  as  tliey  moveiJ  on  "Wytlie- 
ville,  and  in  returning  General  Stoneman  met  them  at  Marion,  where  he  made  pvep- 
arationa  to  give  Breckinridge  battle,  and  disposed  his  command  so  as  to  effect- 
ually assault  the  enemy  ia  the  morning;  but  Breckinridge  retreated  during  the 
night,  and  was  pursued  a  short  distance  into  North  Carolina,  onr  troops  capturing 
some  of  Lis  wagons  and  caisaons.  &enerd  Stoneman  then  moved  on  Saltville 
with  hia  entire  command,  capturing,  at  that  place,  eight  (8)  pieces  of  artiEery, 
and  a  lyrge  amount  of  ammunition  of  ali  kinds,  two  (3)  locomotives,  and  quite 
a  number  of  hoi-ses  and  mules.  The  extensive  salt  works  were  destroyed 
by  bieakiug  the  kettles,  filling  the  wells  with  rubbish,  and  burning  the  build- 
ings. This  work  accomplished.  General  Stoneman  returned  to  Knoxville,  accom- 
panied hy  General  Gillem's  command.  General  Burbridge  proceediag  to  Ken- 
tucky, by  way  of  Cumberland  gap.  The  country  marched  over  was  laid 
waste  to  prevent  its  being  used  again  by  the  enemy;  all  mills,  factories, 
bridges,  &c.,  being  destroyed.  1'he  command  had  everything  to  contend  with, 
as  far  as  the  weather  and  roads  were  concerned,  yet  the  troops  bore  up  cheerfully 
throughout,  and  made,  each  twenty -four  hours,  an  average  march  of  42j  miles. 
The  pftrsuit  of  Hood's  retreating  army  was  discontinued  by  my  main  forces 
on  the  29th  December,  On  reaching  the  Tennessee  river,  however,  a  force  of 
cavab-y  numbei'iog  six  hundred  men,  made  np  from  detachments  of  the  fifteenth 
Pennsylvania,  second  Michigan,  tenth,  twelvth,  and  thirteenth  Indiana  regiments, 
under  command  of  Colonel  W.  J,  Palmer,  fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  operating 
with  Steedman's  column,  started  from  Decatur,  Alabama,  in  the  direction  of 
Hood's  line  of  retreat  in  Mississippi.  The  enemy's  cavalry,  under  Koddy,  was 
met  at  Leighton,  with  whom  Colonel  Palmer  skirmbhed,  and  pressed  back  in 
small  squads  towards  the  mountains.  Here  it  was  ascertained  that  Hood's 
trains  passed  through  Leighton  on  the  28th  of  December,  and  moved  off  towards 
Columbus,  Mississippi.  Avoiding  the  enemy's  cavalry.  Colonel  Palmer  left 
Leighton  on  the  31st  of  December,  moved  rapidly  ma  Lagrange  and  Rassell- 
ville  and  by  the  Cotton  Gin  road,  and  overtook  the  enemy's  pontoon  train,  con- 
sisting of  two  hundred  (200)  wagons  and  seventy-eight  (78)  pontoon  boats, 
when  ten  miles  out  from  Eussellville,  This  he  destroyed.  Having  learned  of  a 
large  supply  train  on  its  way  to  Tuseumbia,  Colonel  Palmei  started  oo  the  1st 
of  January  towards  Aberdeen,  Mississippi,  with  a  view  of  cutting  it  off,  and 
sticeeeded  in  surprising  it  about  10  p.  m.  on  the  same  evening,  just  over  the  line 
in  Mississippi.  The  train  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  ten  wagons  and  five 
hundred  mules,  the  former  of  which  were  buraed,  and  the  latter  sabred  and  shot. 
Eeturning  via  Tall  Gate,  Alabama,  and  on  the  old  military  and  Hackburg  roads, 
the  enemy,  tinder  Roddy,  Biffles,  and  Hussell,  was  met  near  Eussellville  and 
along  Bear  creek,  while  another  force,  wnder  Armstrong,  was  reported  to  be  in 
pursuit  of  our  forces.  Evading  the  force  in  his  front  by  moving  ofi'  to  the  right 
under  cover  of  the  darkness.  Colonel  Palmer  pushed  for  Moulton,  and  coming  upon 
Eassell  wlieu  within  twelve  miles  of  Moiilton,  and  near  Thorn  Hili,  attacked  him 
tinespectedly,  utterly  routing  him  and  capturing  some  prisoners,  besides  burning 
fi.ve  wagons.  The  command  then  proceeded  to  Decatur  without  molestation, 
and  reached  that  place  on  the  6th  of  January,  after  a  march  of  over  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles.  One  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  were  captured,  and  nearly 
one  thousaud  stand  of  arms  destroyed.  Colonel  Palmer's  loss  was  one  killed  and 
two  wounded. 

General  Hood,  while  investing  Nashville,  had  sent  into  Kentucky  a  force  of 
cavalry,  numbering  about  eight  hundred  men,  and  two  guns,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  Lyon,  with  instructions  to  operate  against  oar  rail- 
road communication  with  Louisville.  McCook's  division  of  cavalry  was  de- 
tached on  the  14th  of  December,  and  sent  to  Bowling  Green  and  Franklin  to  protect 
tlie  road.  After  capturing  Hopkinsville  Ly(in  was  met  by  La  Grange's  brigade  near 
GreGiihnry,  and  after  a  sharp  fight,  was  thrown  into  coniujioii,  losing  one  gun, some 
prisoners  aad  wagons.     The  enemy  succeeded,  however,  by  making  a  wide  de- 


,  Google 


382  EEPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

tour  cMi  Elisabeth  town  and  Glasgow,  in  reacting  the  Cumberland  river  and 
crossing  at  Barkeville,  from  whence  General  Lyon  proceeded,  via  McMinnville 
and  Winchester,  Tennessee,  to  Larkinsville,  Alabama,  on  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  railroad,  and  attacked  the  little  garrison  at  Scottsboro'  on  the  10th 
of  Januaiy.  Lyon  was  here  repulsed,  and  his  command  scattered,  our  troops 
pursuing  him  towards  the  Tennessee  river,  which,  however,  he,  with  about  two 
hundred  (200)  of  his  men  and  his  remaining  piece  ot  artillery,  succeeded  in 
crossing.  The  rest  of  his  command  scattered  in  squads  among  the  mountains. 
Colonel  W.  J.  Pa!mer,  commanding  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  with  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  crossed  the  river  at  Paint  Rock,  and  pursued  Lyoa  to 
near  Red  Hill,  on  the  road  from  Warrenton  to  Tuscaloosa,  at  which  piace  hfe 
surprised  his  camp  during  the  night  of  the  14th  of  Januaiy,  capluring  Lyon 
himself,  his  one  piece  of  artillery,  and  abont  one  hundred  of  his  men,  with  their 
horses.  Lyon,  being  in  bed  at  the  time  of  his  captnre,  asked  his  guard  to  permit 
him  to  dress  himself,  which  was  acceeded  to,  when,  watching  his  opportunity, 
he  seized  a  pistol,  shot  the  sentinel  dead  upon  the  spot,  and  escaped  iu  the 
darkness.     This  was  the  only  casualty  during  the  expedition. 

To  Colonel  Palmer  and  his  command  is  accorded  the  credit  of  giving  Hood's 
army  the  last  blow  of  the  campaign,  at  a  distance  of  over  two  hundred  miles 
from  where  we  first  struck  the  enemy  on  the  15th  of  December,  near  Nashville. 

To  all  of  my  sub -commanders,  Major  Generals  Scbofield,  Stanley,  Rousseau, 
Steedmau,  Smith,  and  Wilson,  and  Brigadier  General  Wood,  their  officers  and 
men,  I  give  expression  of  my  thanks  and  gratitude  for  their  generous  self-sacri- 
fice, and  manly  endurance  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  and  in  all  in- 
stances. Too  much  prajse  cannot  be  accorded  to  an  army  which,  hasfily  made 
up  from  the  fragments  of  three  separate  commands,  can  successfully  contend 
against  a  force  nnmerically  greater  than  itself  and  of  more  thoroughly  solid  or- 
ganization, inflicting  on  it  a  most  crushing  defeat,  ahnost  an  annihilation.  Re- 
ceiving instructions  unexpectedly  from  General  Sherman,  in  September,  to  re- 
pair to  Tennessee  and  assume  general  control  of  the  defences  of  our  line  of 
communication  iu  the  rear  of  the  army  of  the  Mississippi,  and  not  anticipating 
a  separation'fi'om  my  immediate  command,  the  greater  number  of  my  staff  officers 
were  left  behind  at  Atlanta,  and  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  join  me.  After 
General  Sherman  determined  on  making  his  march  through  Georgia  before  the 
communications  were  cut,  i  had  with  me  Brigadier  General  W.  D.  Whipple,  my 
chief  of  staff;  Sui^eon  George  E.  Cooper,  medical  director;  Captains  Henry 
Stone,  Henry  M.  Cist,  and  Robert  H.  Ramsay,  assistant  adjutant  generals  j 
Captain  H.  C.  Beman,  acting  chief  commissary  of  subsistence ;  Captains  Johu 
P.  Willard  and  S.  0.  Kellogg,  aides-de-camp ;  and  Lieutenant  M.  J.  Kelly,  chief 
of  couriers;  aD  of  whom  rendered  important  service  during  the  battles  of  the 
15th  and  16th,  and  during  the  pursuit.  I  cordially  commend  their  services  to 
favorable  consideration.  There  were  captured  from  the  enemy  during  the  various 
actions  of  which  the  foregoing  report  treats,  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  prisoners  of  war,  including  seven  (7)  general  officers,  and  nearly  a 
thousand  other  offieei-s  of  all  grades,  seventy-two  pieces  of  servneeable  artillery 

and battle  flags,  Dming  the  same  period  over  two  thousand  (2,000)  desertere 

from  the  enemy  were  received,  to  whom  the  oath  was  administered.  Our  own 
loss  will  not  exceed  ten  thousand  (10,000)  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  consolidated  return  of  casualties, 
the  report  of  Colonel  J.  G.  Parkhurst,  provost  marshal  general,  and  that  of 
Captain  A.  Mordecai,  chief  of  ordnance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  rcpeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  E.  M.  Sawyer, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Genl;  Mil.  D:v.  of  the  Mississippi. 
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Report  of  frisoners  of  war  cafturcd  by  the  army  of  the  Cvmierland,  fror. 
Seplember  7,  1S64,  to  January  20,  1865. 


■ 

1 

i 
fi 

1 

j 

a 

I 

i 

ll 
1° 

1 

i 

3 
13 

7 
173 
18 

4 
40 
25 
487 
15 

17 
151 
8J 
1,512 
120 

145 
1,135 

550 
6,336 

842 

5 
1 
3 

1 
1 

18 
3 

S 
14 

3 
10 
J 

1 

7 

I 

7 

16 

14 

32 

212 

601 

],8S7 

9,008 

89 

Report  of  rebel  descr 


s  received  at  Nas7ivi/le,  Tennessee,  from  September  7, 
1864,  to  January  20,  1865. 


i 
■J 

1 
1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Septen  bar  7  to  30   lSt>4 

1 
"{ 

15 

6 

8 
3 

61 

70 

68 
381 
660 

Decenber   lb64 
Janua  y  1  to  2C    18b5 

2 

" 

Total 

23 

106 

1,175 

" 

1 

1,314 

Report  of  rebel  dase 


■s  received  otetside  of  Nashviile  from  September  7,  1864, 
to  January  20,  1365. 


1 

o 

3 

1 

f 

Mi! 

80 
14 

558 

2 

18 

20 

873 

893 

2,207 

ijGooglc 


384  EEPORT  OF  MAJOE  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

Report  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  captured  hy  the  army  of  tlte  Cumher' 
land  during  ike  months  of  Octoher,  i<!ooember,  and  December,  1864,  and 
January,  1865. 

Field  guns. — Guna  captured  in  Columbia  and  Pnlaaki,  Tennessee,  8 ;  light 
12-poiinder  guns,  tiebel  model,)  42;  light  12-pouudet  guns,  (U.  8.  model,)  7; 
light  12-pounder  howitzers  (U.  S.  model,)  7  ;  3-inch  rifled  guns,  {rebel  model,) 
3 ;  lO-ponnder  Pan-ott,  calibre  29,  {U.  S.  model,)  2 ;  3-inch  wrough^iron  rifle, 
(U.  8.  model,)  1 ;  6-ponnder  smooth-bore  guns,  (U,  S.  model,)  2  ;  total  number 
of  guns,  73, 

Gun-carriages,  caissons,  limhers.  S^. — Field -carriages  and  limbers,  (complete,) 
59 ;  field-eari-iages  and  limbers,  (without  wheels,)  2 ;  field- carriages,  {no  limbers,) 
2  ;  field  caissons  and  limbers,  20. 

Small-arms. — Infantry  small-arms,  (no  bayonets,)  3,079. 

Infantry  accoutrements. — Bayonets,  262;  cavtridge-boxes,  1,208;  cartridge- 
box  plates,  238 ;  cartridge-box  belts,  234 ;  cartridge-box  belt-plates,  141 ;  waist 
belts,  178  ;  waist  be!t-plates,  181 ;  bayonet  scabbards,  166  j  cap  pouches,  364; 
gnu  slings,  231. 


HEAiii;irAiiTRns  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Columbia,  Tertn.,  Dec&mher  31,  1864. 
G-EMBRAL  :  Itt  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  majoi;  general  commanding,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  opei'ationa  of  the  troops  under  my  command  from  the 
time  of  the  separation  of  the  23d  army  corps  from  the  main  army,  under  (leneral 
Sherman,  to  the  present  time.  On  the  30th  day  of  October,  1864,  at  Rome,  Geor- 
gia, I  received  the  orders  of  Major  General  Sherman,  (enclosed  herewith  and 
marked  A,)  direeiing  me  to  march  with  the  23d  corps  to  Hesaca,  Georgia,  and  re- 
port by  telegraph  to  Major  General  Thomas,  then  at  Nashville,  for  further  orde^-s. 
I  marched  on  the  following  day,  and  arrived  at  Eesaca  on  the  1  at  of  November, 
reporting  hy  telegraph  to  Major  General  Thomas,  from  Calhoun,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  Slat  of  October.  At  Calhoun,  on  the  1st  of  November,  I  received  orders 
frnm  Major,  General  Thomas,  (enclosed  herewith  and  marEed  B,)  directing  me 
to  move  via  Tdlahoma  to  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  which  was  sutseiiuently  changed, 
and  I  was  ordered  to  move  'by  way  of  N(«hville,  and  to  send  my  wagon  trains 
forward  to  Chattanooga.  Accordingly  the'  troops  commenced  to  move  as  soon 
aa  the  first  railroad  train  arrived,  which  was  the  3d  of  November,  but,  owing  to 
delays  in  .the  railroads,  the  last  of  the  troops  did  not  reach  Nashville  until  the 
9th  of  November.  I  arrived  at  Nashville  in  person  on  the  5th  of  Kovember, 
and  received  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general  to  go  to  Johnsonville  instead 
of  Pulaski,  to  repel  an  attapk  then  being  made  oa  that  place  by  a  rebel  force 
under  Forrest.  My  advance  (Colonel  Gallup's  brigade  of  the  second  division) 
i-e^ched  Johnson ville  on  the  nigbtoFthe  5th  of  November,  and  found  the  enemy 
had  already  retreated.  Upon  reporting  this  fact  to  the  commandiog  general,  I 
was  ordeied  to  leave  at  Johnsonville  siich  portion  of  my  command  as  was  ne- 
cessary for  a  strong  defence  of  that  place,  and  to  repair  with  the  remainder  of  my 
troops  to  Pulaski,  and  aasume  command  of  all  the  troops  in  that  vicinity.  I  left 
two  brigades  {General  Cooper's  and  Colonel  Gallup's)  at  Johnaonville,  with  in- 
etrnctions  to  strongly  fortify  the  place  according  to  plans  furnished  by  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  depaiiment  of  the  Cumberland ;  placed  Colonel  Strickland's 
brigade,  second  diviaion,  at  Columbia,  and  the  tliird  division,  (General  Cox'a,) 
about  three  mOes  north  of  Pulaski,  the  latter/place  being  then  occupied  by  the 
4th  army  eor^.  Major  General  Stanley  commanding.  My  instructions  from 
the  major  general  commanding  were  embraced  in  the  accompanying  telegram 
(marked  C)  to  Major  General  Stanley  a  copy  of  which  was  fumisiaed  with 
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tile  or^er  to  assume^  command  at  Pulaaki,  and  subsequent  despatches  explain- 
ing that  the  object  waa  to  hold  the  Bneray  in  check,  should  he  advance  long  enough 
to  enable  Geiiei-al  A.  J.  Smith's  corps,  then  expected  from  Missouri,  to  reach 
Nashville.  Other  troops  in  the  department  of  the  Cumberland  to  he  concen- 
trated, and  Gkiueral  Wilson's  cavalry  to  he  remounted  and  fitted  for  the  field. 
The  re-enforcements  thus  espected  were  about  eq^nal  to  the  force  we  then  had 
in  the  field,  and  would  make  our  entire  force,  when  concentrated,  equal  or 
somewhat  superior  to  that  of  the  enemj.  To  effect  this  concentration  was  there- 
fore of  vital  importance,  a  consideration  to  which  all  others  were  secondary. 
This  reqaired  that  the  enemy's  advance  should  be  delayed  as  much  ae  pos- 
sible, and  at  the  same  time  a  decisive  battle  avoided,  unless  it  could  be  fonght 
on  favorable  terms.  I  reached  Pulaski  on  the  night  of  the  13th,  and  aasamed. 
command  on  the  i4th  of  November. 

The  following  is  myrepovt  of  the  operations  from  November  14  to  December  1, 
18S4,  when  the  troops  under  my  command  reached  Nashville,  which  is  made 
part  of  this  report.  I  assumed  command  at  Pulaski,  on  the  14tb  of  November, 
1864.  The  forces  at  and  near  that  place  were  the  4th  army  corps.  Major 
General  Stanley  commanding,  and  General  Oox'a  third  division,  23d  army  corps  ; 
Geiieral  Hatch's  division,  and  General  Croxton'a  brigade  of  cavalry  were  in 
front  of  Pulaski,  along  Shoal  creek,  and  Coloael  Capron's  brigade  was  near 
Pulaski.  My  efiective  force  was  eighteen  thousand  infantry  and  four  brigades 
of  cavalry.  The  enemy,  under  General  Hood,  was  lying  about  Florence,  pre- 
paring for  an  aggr^sive  movement;  his  force,  consisting  of  the  old  army  of 
northern  Greorgia,  w'hich  had  opposed  General  Sherman  during  the  latter  part 
of  his  operations,  increased  by  such  fragments  as  could  be  collected  in  Alabama 
and  Mississippi,  together  with  all  of  Forrest's  cavaliy.  The  enemy's  force  was 
variously  estimated  at  from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  infantry,  and  from  ten  to 
twenty  thousand  eavaliy ;  the  largest  estimate  for  the  infantry  and  the  smallest 
for  the  cavalry  are  most  probably  nearly  accurate. 

November  19. — Hood  commenced  his  advance,  aia  Lawrenceburg  and  Waynes- 
boro', towards  Columbia.  His  advance  reached  Lawrenceburg,  and  drove  our 
cavalry  from  that  place  on  the  22d.  I  sent  all  the  public  property  from  Pulaski 
to  (Columbia,  and  fell  back  to  Lynnville,  and  then  to  Columbia.  My  advance, 
Genei'al  Cox's  division,  reached  that  place  in  the  morning  of  the  34th,  just  in 
time  to  beat  back  a  lai-ge  rebel  force  which  was  driving  in  Colonel  Cap'rou's 
cavalry  from  Mount  Pleasant.  At  Columbia  I  wa^  re-enforced  by  one  brigade 
and  two  regiments  of  General  Kuger's  division,  23d  corps,  the  other  half  of 
that  division  having  been  sent,  by  order,  of  the  major  general  commanding,  to 
guard  Centi-eviUe  and  other  crossings  of  Dack  river,  below  Columbia.  The 
troops  were  put  in  position,  covering  the  pontoon  bridge  on  the  pike,  at  Columbia 
and  theraili'oad  bridge,  two  miles  below.  The  position  was  much  too  extended 
for  the  troops  I  then  bad,  but  re-euforee meats  were  expected  daily,  and  it  was 
essential  to  have  that  position,  from  which  to  take  the  offensive,  when  our  force 
should  become  sufficiently  large.  Therefore,  I  determined  to  hold  it  as  long  as 
possible.  I  also  intrenched  au  interior  line  covering  the  railroad  bridge,  and  short 
enough  to  he  held  by  the  4th  corps. 

On  the  night  of  the  25th,  finding  that  the  enemy  had  his  entire  army  in  my 
front,  and  that  he  might,  without  diffienlty,  effect  a  crossing  of  Duck  river 
above  Columbia,  I  sent  General  Cox,  with  two  brigades  of  hia  division  to  the 
north  bank,  to  check  any  such  movement,  and  General  Euger'a  troops  to  the 
raiU-oad  bridge  tti  consti-uct  and  occupy  a  small  bridge-head  at  that  point,  and 
ivithdrew  two  divisions  of  General  Stanley's  corps  to  the  interior  line.  General 
Wood's  division  and  a  brigade  of  General  Cox's  were  left  on  the  exterior  line, 
and  our  picket  line  was  maintained  in  its  original  position.  At  daylight  in  the 
morning  the  pontoon  bridge  was  floated  down  the  river,  and  laid  near  the  rail- 
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road  biiclge.     In  this  way  I  hoped  still  to  hold  the  aouth  bank  of  the  river  until 
re-enforcements  ehotild  amve. 

We  succeeded  iu  holding  the  outer  line  during  the  26th  and  STth  against  a 
heavy  pressure,  but  the  enemy  did  not  assault,  and  it  became  evident  that  lie 
intended  to  turn  the  position  by  cvoseing  the  river  above.  To  hold  the  Boutb 
bank  longer  would  have  hazarded  the  loss  of  the  army.  I  therefore  withdrew 
the  whole  force  to  the  north  bank  during  the  night  of  the  27th.  Left  General 
Enger  to  hold  the  crossing  at  the  railroad  bridge,  General  Cox  in  front  of 
Columbia,  and  placed  General  Stanley  in  reserve,  on  the  Franklin  pike,  ready 
to  meet  the  enemy  should  he  attempt  to  force  a  crossing  at  any  point  near 
Columljia.  The  crossings  below  Columbia  were  guarded  by  General  finger's 
infantry,  and  General  Wilson  had  all  his  cavalry,  save  one  brigade,  to  guard 
the  river  above.  The  troops  rested  in  this  position  during  the  28tb,  and  I  had 
Btrong  hopes  of  being  able  to  hold  the  line  of  Duck  river  until  re-enforcements 
■  should  arrive.  But  I  learned  from  General  Wilson,  about  2  a.  m.  on  the  29th, 
that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  forced  a  crossing  near  the  Lansinburg  pike,  and 
about  daylight  in  the  moraing  that  his  infantry  was  also  crossing  at  Hewy's 
mill,  five  miles  above  Columbia,  from  which  a  road  leads  into  the  Pranklin  pike 
at  Spring  Hill.  The  enemy  might  endeavor  to  reach  the  latter  place  in  advance 
of  me,  and  thus  cut  off  my  retreat,  or  strike  me  in  flank,  near  Duck  river,  or 
both.  He  had  already  forced  a  column  of  cavalry  between  General  Wilson  aud 
me,  and  cut  off  all  communication  between  xia.  I  therefore  sent  General  Stanley, 
with  a  division  of  infantry,  to  Spring  Hill,  to  hold  that  point  and  cover  the  trains; 
General  Cox  was  left  in  his  position  to  hold  the  crossing  at  Columbia ;  Generals 
Wood  and  Kimbsill  were  put  iu  line  facing  Hewy's  mills,  with  a  brigade  thrown 
forward  to  reconnoitre,  and  General  Ruger  was  ordered  to  move  on  to  the  pike 
in  rear  of  Rutherford's  creek,  leaving  one  raiment  to  hold  the  ford  near  the 
raili-oad  bridge,  the  bridges  having  been  destroyed.  Geuei'al  Stanley  reached 
Spring  Hill  with  General  Wagner's  division  just  iu  time  to  drive  off  a  body  of 
rebel  cavalry  and  save  our  trains,  which  were  assembling  at  that  place.  Late 
in  the  afternoon  a  division  of  rebel  infantry  arrived  and  attacked.  A  severe 
engagement  ensued,  lasting  until  dark.  General  Stanley  held  his  position,  except 
that  his  right  was  pressed  back  so  as  to  nearly  uncover  the  Columbia  road, 
aud  the  enemy's  cavalry  got  possession  of  the  pike,  both  north  and  south  of 
Spring  Hill.  The  enemy  worked  steadily  and  persistently  all  day  to  force  a 
crossing  and  lay  a  pontoon'bridge  at  Columbia.  This  was  essential  to  him, 
since  his  artillery  could  not  be  crossed  at  Hewy's  mill;  but  General  Cox  finnly 
held  his  ground,  although  it  was  in  the  concave  bend  of  the  river,  and  command- 
ed from  the  opposite  bank.  The  enemy  was  repeatedly  repulsed  with  heavy 
loss.  About  3  p.  m.  I  became  satisfied  the  enemy  would  cot  attack  my  positioa  ' 
oa  Duck  river,  but  was  pushing  two  corps  direct  for  Spring  Hill.  I  then  gave 
the  necessary  orders  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  alter  dark,  aud  took  Gen- 
eral Rnger's  troops  and  pushed  for  Spriog  Hill,  to  reopen  communication  with 
General  Stanley,  and  was  followed,  at  a  short  distance  by  the  head  of  the 
main  column.  I  struck  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  dark,  about  three  miles  from 
Spring  Hill,  but  we  brushed  them  away  without  difficulty,  and  reached  Spring 
Hill  about  seven  o'clock.  General  Whittaker's  brigade,  which  followed  Gen- 
eral Ruger,  was  put  in  position  parallel  to  the  pike,  aud  confronting  the  enemy's 
left  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  road,  to  cover  the  column  as  it  passed, 
and  I  pushed  on  with  General  Roger's  division  to  clear  the  road  at  Thompson's 
station,  which  had  been  occupied  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  at 
dark  that  evening.  On  our  arrival  at  Thompson's  the  enemy  had  disappeared, 
his  camp  fires  still  burning,  and  General  Bugei  took  possession  of  the  cross- 
roads without  opposition.  1  then  returned  to  Spring  Hill,  and  met  there  the 
head  of  General  Cox's  column  about  midnight,  he  having  withdrawn  it  from 
front  of  Columbia  after  dark.     General  Cox  now  took  the  advance,  and  pushed 
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rapidly  for  Franklin,  the  traina  following  under  immediate  gnard  of  Gfeneral 
Riiger,  the  men  marching  by  the  side  of  the  wagons,  and  Gfenei-al  Stanley 
marching  in  rear  of  the  trains.  General  Wagner's  division  held  ou  at  Spring 
Hill  until  near  daylight  and  then  quietly  withdrew,  and  followed  the  column  aa 
rear-guard.  A  small  body  of  rebel  cavalry  made  a  dash  apon  the  traiu  a  short 
distauce  north  of  ThompBon's  and  succeeded  in  destroying  a  few  wagons  and 
atampediag  a  few  cattle.  With  this  exception,  the  whole  column  and  trains  arrived 
at  Franklin  without  loss.  I  arrived  at  Franklin  with  the  head  of  the  column  a 
little  before  daylight  on  the  30th,  and  found  no  wagon  bridge  for  crossing  the 
river,  and  the  fords  in  very  bad  condition.  I  caused  the  railroad  bridge  to  be 
prepared  for  crossing  wagons,  and  had  a  foot  bridge  built  for  infantry,  which, 
fortunately,  also  proved  available  for  wagons,  and  used  the  ford  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. I  hoped,  in  spite  of  the  difficnlties,  to  get  all  my  material,  including  the 
public  property  and  a  large  wagon  train  at  Franklin,  across  the  river,  and  move 
the  array  over  before  the  enemy  could  get  (ip  force  enough  to  attack  me;  but  I 
put  the  troops  in  position,  as  they  arrived,  on  the  south  side,  the  23d.  corps 
on  the  left  and  centre,  covering  the  Columbia  and  Lewisbarg  pike,  and  Genera! 
Kimball's  division,  of  the  4th  corps,  on  the  right,  both  flanks  resting  on  the  river. 
Two  brigades  of  General  Wagner's  division  were  left  in  front  to  retard  the 
enemy's  advance,  and  General  wood's  division,  with  some  artillery,  was  moved 
to  the  north  bank  of  the  over  to  cover  the  flanks  should  the  enemy  attempt  to 
cross  above  or  below.  The  enemy  followed  close  after  our  rear-guard,  brought 
up  and  deployed  two  fitll  corps  with  astonishing  celerity,  and  moved  rapidly 
forward  to  the  attack.  Oar  outposts,  imprudently  brave,  held  their  ground  too 
long,  and  hence  were  compelled  to  come  in  at  a  run.  In  pressing  over  the  par- 
apet they  carried  with  them  the  troops  of  the  line  for  a  abort  space,  and  thus 
permitted  a  few  hundred  of  the  enemy  to  get  in ;  but  the  reserves  near  by  instantly 
sprang  forward,  regaining  the  parapet  and  capturing  those  of  the  enemy  who 
had  passed  it.  The  enemy  assaulted  persistently  and  continuously  with  his 
whole  force  fi'om  about  3.30  p.  m.  until  after  dark,  and  made  numerous  inter- 
mittent attacks  at  a  few  points  until  about  10  o'clock  p.  m  He  was  splendidly 
repulsed  along  the  whole  line  of  attack.  The  enemy  attacked  on  a  point  of 
about  two  miles,  extending  from  our  left  to  our  right  centre.  General  Kimball's 
left  brigade.  Our  two  right  brigades  were  only  slightly  engaged.  I  believe 
the  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  cannot  have  been  less  than  five  thou- 
sand, and  may  have  been  much  greater.  We  captured  seven  hitndred  and  two 
prisoners  and  thirty-three  stand  of  colors.  Our  loss  as  officially  reported  is  as 
follows : 


First  division,  4tli  army  corps  . . . 
SeeOQii  division,  4th  army  corps , 
Artillery 

Second  division,  Si3d  nmiy  corps, 
Thii-d  disiaion,  2M  army  corps.. 
Seventy- second  regiment  Illinois  volunteers. 
Fortj-fouith  regiment  Missouri  --' — ' — 

Total 


I  am  not  able  at  this  time  to  give  fully  the  names  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
officers.  Among  the  latter  is  Major  General  Stanley,  commanding  the  4th  corps, 
ivlio  was  severely  wounded  in  the  neck  while  gallantly  urging  forward  his  troops 
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to  regaia  tbe  portion  of  our  line  wliich  had  beea  lost  Geaeial  Stanley  is 
deserving  of  special  commendarion,  and  haa  my  hearty  thanka  for  his  cordial 
support  and  wise  counsel  throughout  the  short  hnt  eventful  campaiga  Bnoadier 
Gleneral  J.  D.  Cos,  commanding  temporarOy  the  23d  coips,  deceives  i  veiy 
large  share  of  credit  for  the  brilliant  victory  at  Franklin  The  troop'  weie 
placed  in  position  and  intrenched  under  bis  immediate  direction,  and  the  greater 
portion  of  the  line  engaged  was  under  his  command  daring  the  battle,  I  recom- 
mend General  Cox  to  the  special  consideration  of  the  government.  Bi-igadier 
General  Enger,  commanding  second  division,  23d  corps,  held  the  weakest  por- 
tion of  onr  line,  and  that  upon  which  the  enemy's  assault  was. most  persistent. 
He  is  entitled  to  very  gi-eat  credit.  Brigadier  General  Keily,  eommanding  tem- 
porarily the  third  division,  S3d  corps,  maintained  his  Iraes  with  perfect  firmness, 
and  captm-ed  twenty  battle-flags  along  his  parapet.  I  aca  also  under  great 
obligations  to  the  division  commanders  of  the  4th  army  corps,  Brigadier  Generals 
Wood,  Wagner,  and  Kimball,  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they  discharged 
eveiy  duty,  and  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  high  commendation,  though 
in  advance  of  the  official  report  of  their  immediate  commander.  Colonel  Emerson 
Opdyke,  commanding  first  brigade,  second  division,  4th  ai'my  corps,  the  r^erve 
which  recaptured  the  lost  position  of  our  line,  is  spoken  of  by  Genei-als  Stanley 
aad  Cox  as  having  displayed,  on  that  occasion,  the  highest  qualities  of  a  com- 
maader.  I  cordially  indorse  their  recommendation.  For  other  special  instances 
of  gtdlantry  and  good  conduct  I  must  refer  to  subordinate  reports. 

On  my  arrival  at  Franklin  I  gained  the  first  information  from  General  Wilson 
since  the  enemy  commenced  his  advance  fi-om  Dnck  river.  I  learned  that  be 
had  been  driven  back,  and  had  crossed  the  Harpeth  above  Franklin  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  leaving  my  left  and.reai  entirely  open  to  tbe  enemy's  cavalry.  By 
my  direction  he  sent  Geueral  Hatch's  division  forward  again  on  the  Lewisburg 
pike  to  hold  Forrest  in  check  until  my  trains  and  troops  could  reach  Fi-auklln. 
This  was  successfully  done,  and  General  Hatch  then  retired  before  a  superior 
force  and  recrosaed  the  river,  connecting  with  my  infantry  pickets  on  the  north 
bank  early  in  the  afternoon.  A  short  time  before  the  iofautiy  attack  commenced 
the  enemy's  cavalry  forced  a  crossing  a"bout  three  miles  above  Franklin  and 
drove  back  our  cavalry,  for  a  time  seriously  threatening  onr  trains,  which  were 
accumulating  on  the  north  bank  and  moving  towards  Nashville.  I  sent  General 
Wilson  orders,  which  he  had,  however,  anticipated,  to  drive  the  enemy  back  at 
all  hazards,  and  moved  a  brigade  of  General  Wood's  division  to  support  him,  if 
necessary,  at  tha  moment  of  tbo  first  decisive  repulse  of  the  enemy's  infantry, 
1  received  the  most  gratifying  intelligence  that  General  Wilson  had  driven  the 
rebel  cavalry  back  across  the  river.  This  rendered  my  immediate  left  and  rear 
secure  for  the  time  being.  Previous  to  the  battle  of  the  30th  1  had  ordered  all 
ti'ains,  except  ammunition  and  hospitsd  wagons,  to  Nasbville,  preparatory  to 
falling  back  from  Franklin  when  it  should  become  necessary,  which  I  expected 
on  the  following  day.  The  enemy  having  nearly  double  my  force  of  infantry, 
and  quite  double  my  cavalry,  could  easily  turn  any  position  I  might  take  and 
seriously  endanger  my  rear.  Only  one  division  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  having 
been  engaged  with  General  Wilson  duiiag  the  30th,  the  remaining  three  divisions 
were  free  to  strike  my  line  of  communications,  which  they  could  easily  do  about 
Bentwood  by  daylight  the  next  morning.  My  experience  on  the  29th  had 
shown  how  entirely  inferior  in  force  my  cavalry  was  to  that  of  the  enemy,  and 
tbat  even  my  immediate  flank  and  reai-  were  insecure,  wliile  my  communication 
with  Nashville  was  entirely  without  protection.  1  could  not  even  rely  upon 
getting  up  the  ammunition  necessary  for  another  battle.  To  i-emain  longer  at 
Pranklin  was  to  seriously  haaai-d  the  loss  of  my  army  by  giving  the  enemy 
another  chance  to  cut  me  off  from  re-enforcements,  which  he  had  made  three 
despei-ate,  though  futile,  attempts  to  accomplish.  I  had  detained  the  enemy 
long  enough  to  enable  you  to  concentrate  your  scattered  troops  at  Nashville,  and 
liad  succeeded  iu  inflicting  upon  him  very  heavy  losses,  which  was  tlie  primary 
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object.  I  bad  found  it  impossible  to  detain  bim  long  eno«gb  to  get  re-enforce- 
ments at  I'ranklin.  Only  aBmall  portion  of  tbe  infaiitvy  and  noneof  tlie  cavalry 
could  reach  me  in  time  to  be  of  any  use  in  the  battle  which  must  have  been 
fought  on  the  1st  of  December,  for  these  reasoBS :  After  couaulting  with  the 
corps  and  division  commanders,  and  obtaining  your  approval,  1  determined  to 
retire  the  night  of  the  30th  towards  Nashville.  The  artillery  was  withdiawa 
to  the  north  bank  during  the  early  part  of  the  night,  and  at  13  o'clock  the  army 
withdrew  from  its  trenches  and  crossed  the  river  without  !osS  During  the  next 
day,  December  1,  tlie  whole  army  was  placed  in  position  in  front  of  Nashville. 
Information  obtained  since  the  above  was  written,  and  principally  since  the 
reoccupat'on  of  Franklin  by  our  troops,  makes  the  enemy's  loss  1,7,'iO  buried 
upon  the  field,  3,800  disabled  and  placed  in  hospitals,  and  703  prisoners — mak- 
ing 6,252  of  the  enemy  placed  hms  de  combat,  besides  the  slightly  wounded. 
The  enemy's  loss  in  general  officers  was  very  great,beiug  six  killed,  six  wounded, 
and  one  captured. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  more  than  half  of  our  loss  occurred  in  Genei'al  Wag- 
ner's division  of  the  4th  corps,  which  did  not  form  part  of  the  main  line  of  de- 
fence. This  loss  arose  in  two  brigades  of  that  division  from  their  remaining  in 
front  of  the  line  after  their  proper  duty  as  outposts  had  been  accomplished,  and 
after  they  should  have  taken  their  positions  in  reserve,  and  in  the  other  brigade 
(Oolimel  Opdyke's)  in  its  hatid-to-hand  encounter  with  the  enemy  over  the  por- 
tion of  the  parapet  which  had  been  temporarily  lost  by  the  precipitate  retreat 
of  the  other  two  brigades.  When  it  became  apparent  that  we  should  have  to 
fall  back  from  Oolumbia,  orders  to  rejoin  the  army  were  sent  to  General  <looper, 
commanding  the  troops  guarding  the  crossings  of  Duck  river  below  Columbia, 
at  Oentreville,  both  by  myself  and  the  major  general  commanding,  which  were 
obeyed  as  soon  a^  received,  and  General  Cooper  marched  for  I'ranklin.  Owing 
to  delays  in  receiving  his  orders,  and  the  time  necessary  to  concentrate  his 
troops.  General  Cooper  could  not  reach  Franklin  before  its  occupation  by  the 
enemy,  and  turned  his  column  direct  for  Nashville.  Arrived  at  the  Brentwood 
hill,  by  the  Charlotte  pike,  on  the  night  of  December  ad,  and  again  found  the 
enemy  between  liira  and  the  army,  fie  then  marched  to  Olarksviile,  where  he 
arrived  in  safety  on  the  5th,  and  rejoined  my  command  on  the  8th  of  December. 
General  Cooper  deserves  great  credit  for  the  skill  and  judgment  displayed  in 
conducting  his  retreat. 

BATTLE  OF  TEE  15TH  AND  16TH  OF  DECEMBER,  IN  ERONT  OF  NASHVILLE. 

My  command  consisted  of  tbe  second  and  third  divisiouB  of  tbe  23d  anny 
corps,  commanded  respectively  by  Major  General  D.  N.  Conch  and  Brigadier 
General  J.  D.  Cox.  The  effective  strength  of  each  division  was  5,500  men. 
Previous  to  the  battle  the  corps  occupied  tlie  line  of  defence  from  Blockhouse 
casino  to  the  Nolenaville  pike,  including  Fort  Negley.  According  to  the  plan 
of  battle  as  modified  on  the  eveniug  of  the  14th,  my  troops  were  to  be  relieved 
by  Major  General  Steedman's  at  dawn  of  day  in  the  morning,  pass  in  rear  of 
General  Wood's  corps,  and  take  position  in  reserve,  the  right  to  support  tbe 
attack  on  the  toemy's  left.  The  movement  commenced  at  daylight  as  oi'dered. 
General  Couch's  division  debouched  from  our  works  on  the  Harding  pike,  and 
formed  in  rear  of  General  Smith's  left,  and  General  Cox's,  save  one  brigade,  by 
tbe  Hillsboi'o'  pike,  in  rear  of  General  Wood's  right ;  General  Cox's  third  brig- 
ade was  left  temporarily  in  his  old  works  to  support,  if  necessary.  General 
Steedraau,  who  was  making  a  demonstration  upon  the  enemy's  right.  As  Gen- 
eral Smith  advanced  against  the  enemy's  position,  General  Couch  moved  forward, 
keeping  within  suppoiting  distance,  whOe  the  proper  position  of  Genera!  Cox  as 
reserve  to  the  centre  remained  essentially  unchanged.  Abeut  1  o'clock  p.  m.  the 
major  genera!  commanding,  remarking  that  General  Smith  had  borne  more  to  the 
left  than  had  beeu  expected,  and  had  not  reached  the  enemy's  flank,  ordered  me  to. 
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move  my  corps  to  the  rightof  G-eneral  Smith,  attack  the  enemy's  flauk,antl  gaio.if 
pi-actieahU',  before  dark  posaeasion  of  a  group  of  fortified  hills  near  the  Hillaboro' 
pike,  which  formed  the  left  of  the  enemy'a  position.  I  at  ouce  put  my  troops  in  mo- 
tion, moying'  rapidly  by  the  flank  in  rear  of  General  Smith's  line,  rode  forward  and 
found  General  Smith  near  the  right  of  his  line,  and  infoi-med  him  of  tbe  move- 
ment I  waa  making.  General  Smith  then  put  in  his  reserve,  extending  his  line 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  right,  and  assisted  GeneraJ  Hatch's  cavalry  {dismounted) 
in  assaulting  and  Chrrying  a  high  hill,  covered  by  a  redoubt  which  proved  to  be  a 
detached  work,  commanding  the  Hiilsboro'  pike,  and  constituting  the  extreme 
flank  nf  the  enemy's  infantrj'  position,  but  not  connected  with  bis  main  line  of 
defence.  General  Couch,  whose  head  of  column  had  by  this  time  anived  opposite 
the  right  of  General  Smith's  line,  at  ones  moved  forward,  deploying  as  he  ad- 
vanced, passed  immediately  by  the  right  of  the  hill  jast  canied,  and  aci-oss  tlie 
Hilkbovo'  pike,  crossed  an  open  valley,  about  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  swept 
by  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  can-ied  the  left  of  a  series  of  hilla  parallel  to  and 
overlooking  the  Granny  White  pike,  one  of  the  enemy's  only  two  lines  of  retreat. 
This  aesault  was  made  by  General  Cooper's  brigade,  led  by  its  brave  commander, 
and  was  most  gallantly  executed.  The  enemy  now  moved  a  considerable  force 
towards  our  right  with  the  evident  design  of  turning  oui  flank,  and  recovering 
thfi  position  just  lost.  General  Couch  sent  Colonel  Mehringer's  brigade,  the  Only 
one  be  had  disengaged,  to  meet  this  movement.  Colonel  Mehringer  met  the 
enemy;  much  superior  to  him  in  numbers,  in  the  valley  which  General  Couch 
had  jnst  passed,  and  held  him  in  check  until  General  Cox,  who  had  just  come  up, 
sent  two  brigades.  Colonel  Doolictle's  and  Colonel  Casement's,  to  his  support, 
when  the  enemy  was  repulsed  and  driven  back.  The  engagement  here  wa-i  sharp, 
attended  with  considerable  loss  on  both  sides,  and  lasted  until  dark.  Immediately 
south  of  the  hill  carried  by  Gtcnera!  Couch  was  a  still  higher  one.  held  by  the 
enemy,  without  the  possession  of  whicn  his  position  north  of  Brentwood  waa 
untenable.  1  had  ordered  this  hili  to  be  can-ied,  immediately  after  the  succesa  of 
Genearl  Cooper's  assault,  but  the-couuter  attack  by  the  enemy  occupied  our  whole 
available  force  until  dark,  and  compelled  us  to  rest  with  the  success  ah-eady 
gained.     After  dark  fbe  troops  intrenched  their  position  and  bivouacked  for  the 

BATTLE  OF  THE  I6TH. 

In  the  night  of  the  15tb  I  waited  upon  the  major  general  commanding  at  his 
head  quaitCiS,  and  receivedhia  orders  for  thepurauit  of  the  enemy  on  the  following 
day.  Our  operations  during  the  15th  had  swung  the  right  and  right  centre 
forward  eo  that  the  general  direction  of  the  line  waa  nearly  perpendicular  to  that 
before  the  attack,  only  the  right  waa  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  and  was  there- 
fore much  exposed.  Apprehensive  that  the  enemy,  instead  of  n'etreating  during 
the  night,  would  mass  and  attack  our  right  in  the  tnorning,  I  i-equested  that  a 
division  of  infantry  be  sent  to  re-enfoi-ce  tbe  right,  which  waa  ordered  accordingly 
from  Major  General  Smith's  commaad,  la  response  to  this  order  G«nei-al  Smith 
sent  five  regimenia  and  a  battery,  (about  1,600  men,)  whicli  were  put  iu  reserve 
near  the  right.  In  the  morning  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  still  held  his  position 
in  our  front,  of  which  the  hO!  in  front  of  General  Couch  waa  the  key,  and  had 
thrown  up  considerable  breastworks  dui-ing  the  night.  He  had  also  increased  the 
force  on  his  left  during  the  night,  and  continued  to  mass  troops  during  the  early 
part  of  the  day.  During  the  morning,  therefore,  our  operations  were  limited  to 
preparations  for  defence  and  co-operation  with  the  eavaJiy  which  was  operating 
to  strike  the  Granny  White  pike  in  rear  of  the  enemy.  About  noon  the  troops 
on  my  left  (Generals  Smith'  and  Wood)  having  advanced  and  come  in  contact 
with  -the  enemy  in  Ijjs  new  position,  the  enemy  again  withdrew  from  his  left  a 
considerable  force  to  strengthen  his  right  and  centre,  when  I  ordered  Generi 
Cox  to  advance,  in  conjunction  with  the  cavalry,  and  endeavor  to  carry  a  high 
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wooded  liil!  beyond  tlie  flank  of  tbe  enemy's  intrenched  line  and  overlooking 
the  Granny  White  pike.  The  hill  was  occupied  by  fhe  enemy  in  considerable 
force,  but  wan  not  intrenched.  My  order  was  not  executed  with  the  promptness 
or  energy  which  I  had  expected,  yet  probably  with  as  miich  aa  I  had  reason  to 
expect,  considering  the  attenuated  character  of  G-eneral  Cox's  line,  and  the  great 
distance  and  rough  ground  over  which  the  attacking  force  had  to  move.  The 
hill  was,  however,  carried  by  General  Wilson's  caTaliy,  {dismounted,)  whose 
gallantry  and  energy  on  that  and  other  occasions  which  came  under  my  observa- 
tions cannot  be  too  gi-eatly  praised.  Almost  simtiltaneouply  with  this  attack  on 
the  extreme  right  the  salient  hill,  in  fi-oot  of  General  Couch,  was  attacked  and 
carried  by  Geaeial  Smith's  troops,  supported  by  a  brigade  of  Genei-al  Couch's 
division,  and  the  fortified  hill  in  front  of  Genei-al  Cox,  which  constituted  the 
extreme-  flank  of  tbe  enemy's  intrenched  line,  was  attacked  aad  carried  by 
Colonel  Doolittle's  brigade  of  General  Cos's  division,  the  latter  capturing  eight 
pieces  of  ai-tillery,  and  two  to  three  hundred  prisoners.  These  several  successes, 
gained  almost  simultaneously,  resulted  in  a  complete  rout  of  the  enemy."  The 
cavalry  had  cut  off  his  line  of  retreat  by  the  Granny  White  pike,  and  such  of 
his  as  were  not  captured  on  the  line  could  only  escape  by  climbing  the  Brent- 
wood hills.  It  is  believed  all  of  the  artillery  along  the  left  and  centre  of  the 
enemy's  line  fell  into  our  hands.  Our  troops  eontioned  the  pursuit  across  the 
valley  and  into  the  Brentwood  hills,  when  darkness  compelled  them  to  desist, 
and  they  bivouacked  for  the  night.  During  the  operations  of  the  15Ch  and  16th 
our  troops  behaved  with  their  acenstomed  gallanliy,  and  even  more  than  their 
ordinaiy  enthusiasm,  attacking  almost  inaccessible  heights  crowned  by  bi-east- 
works,  and  covered  by  numerous  artillery,  with  a  coufideuce  which  presented  a 
most  stiiking  contrast  to  the  feeble  and  spiritless  resistance  offered  by  the  already 
demoralized  eaemy.  Tilte  losses  of  the  23d  corps,  during  the  15th  and  16th, 
amounted  to  only  nine  killed,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  wounded,  and  noue  mis- 
sing. The  divisionand  brigade  commanders  displayed  their  usual  high  qualities  of 
gallantry  and  skill.  Brigadier  General  J.  A.  Cooper,  commanding  firat  brigade 
second  division,is  specially  worthy  of  mention  for  gallantry  in  leading  the  assault 
on  the  15th.  The  ofB.cers  of  my  staff  were  then,  as  always,  active  and  eificient, 
dischai'ging  every  duty  with  honor  and  credit.  The  commanding  general's 
orders  for  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  placed  my  corps  in  rear  of  the  entire  aiihy, 
and  the  main  portion  of  its  trains.  I  was  thei'efore  able  to  do  no  more  than  follow 
slowly  in  rear  from  the  17th  until  the  S6th,  whea  I  was  ordered  to  halt  at 
Columbia,  my  troops  not  being  needed  in  advance. 

On  the  30th  I  received  the  order  of  the  commanding  general  announcing  that 
the  rebel  army  had  been  driven  entirely  across  the  Tennessee  river,  and  ordering 
the  pursuit  to  cease.  I  enclose  herewith  report  of  Brigadier  General  J.  D.  Cos, 
commanding  (temporarily)  23d  army  corps,  of  the  operations  during  the  retreat 
from  Pulaski,  including  the  battle  of  Franklin,  and  the  reports  of  his  subordinate 
commanders;  also,  the  reports  of  Generals  Couch  and  Cox,  of  the  operations  of 
their  divisions  during  the  battles  of  December  15th  and  16th,  including  lists  of 
killed  and  wounded.  No  report  has  yet  been  received  from  Major  General 
Stanley,  {he  being  absent,  wounded,)  of  the  operations  of  the  4th  corps  while 
the  troops  in  the  field  were  under  my  command.  The  numbers  of  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  furnished  by  the  divisioa  commanders,  are  embraced  iu  my  report 
of  the  battle  of  Franklin. 

lalsoappend,  hereto,  copies  of  orders  and  correspondence  relative  to  operations 
of  the  troops  under  my  command,  which  are  made  part  of  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedieal;  servant, 
J.  M.  SCHOFII'^LD, 

Major  General. 

Brigadier  General  Wm.  D  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 
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Eeport  of  the  services  of  the  itk  army  coifs  from  the  lime  of  separating  from 
General  Sherman's  army  at  Gaylesville,  Alabama,  to  and,  including  the 
battle  of  Franhlin,  Tennessee. 

Headql'aetegs  Fourth  Abmy  Cokps, 

Hmdsvilh,  Ala.,  February  2f>,  1S65, 

About  tlie  lat  of  Octolier  it  was  first  known  that  tlia  rebel  army,  under  Hood, 
had  crossed  the  Chattahoochee,  aud  ivaa  moving  north  upon  the  i-ailroad  to 
Chattanooga. 

On  the  3d  the  4th  corps  moved  in  pursuit  of  tlie  rebel  army,  being  the  leading 
corps  of  our  army.  The  route  in  following  Ilood  took  na  first  to  Marietta,  thence 
via  Pme  Top  and  Lost  mountain  to  Alatoona  and  Kingston,  from  Kingston  to 
Eome,  when,  finding  that  Hood  had  struck  the  railroad  north  of  Resaca,  the 
corps  marched  to  Kesaca,  and  the  14th  corps  crossed  Kocky  Face  mountaiu  just 
north 'of  Snake  Creek  gap,  compelling  the  enemy  to  relinquish  his  hold  on  that 
pass.  Our  course  following  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  led  us  through  Ship's  gap 
and  down  the  Chatooga  valley  to  Gtaylesville,  Alabama.  The  marching  was 
severe,  but  in  the  entire  campaign,  though  the  enemy  could  be  seen  on  two  oc- 
casions from  the  mountains,  I  do  not  know  that  a  gun  in  the  corps  was  fired  at 
the  enemy.  We  were  lying  quietly  in  the  valley  of  the  Chattanooga  s;atliering 
our  Bubsist^ce  and  forage  fiom  the  counti-y,  when,  upon  the  26tli  of  October,  a, 
reconuoissance  of  the  aimy  of  the  Tennessee,  down  the  Coosa,  confirmed  the 
reports  we  had  received  that  Hood's  entire  army  had  moved  off  towai-ds  the 
Tennessee  river.  On  the  same  day  I  received  Speci  d  Field  Orders  Kn.  104, 
directing  me  to  move  the  entire  corps,  sick  included,  via  Alpine  and  "Winston's 
gaps,  to  Chattanooga  or  Bridgeport,  as  circumstances  might  require.  It  was 
thought  I  would  receive  instructions  on  the  way  from  Genera]  Thomas.  The 
second  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  G.  I).  Wagner,  which  had 
been  detached  and  at  Chattanooga,  joined  at  Alpine. 

Ou  the  2Sth  the  corps  reached  Lafayette.  General  Grose's  brigade,  of  the 
second  division,  only  taking  the  route  via  Winston's,  on  account  of  the  very 
difficult  mountain  road. 

In  the  morning  of  tlie  29th  I  received  a  despatch,  -via  Valley  Head,  from 
Major  General  Thomas,  in  Nashville,  directing  me  to  march  to  Stevenson, 
Orders  were  sent  to  Geneial  Grose  to  cross  Sand  mountain  to  Bridgeport,  and 
the  mam  body  of  the  corps,  the  same  evening,  reached  the  vicinity  of  Chatta- 
nooga. A  despatch  from  General  Thomas  was  received  in  the  evening,  directs 
ing  the  corps  to  move  along  the  railroad,  to  be  picked  up  by  cars  aa  they  coidd 
be,  and  to  move  to  Huntsville  or  Athena  as  early  as  possible.  Upon  consulta- 
tion with  Mr.  Tindall,  the  railroad  superintendent  at  Chattanooga,  it  was  found 
that,  owing  to  the  superior  facilities  for  loading  troops  at  Chattanooga,  the  corps 
could  be  sooner  embarked  at  that  point.  General  Wood's  division  (the  third) 
were  ail  started  before  noon;  no  artiUery  or  transportation  was  taken;  officers' 
s  only  were  ti-ansported.  A  despatch  was  received  from  Major  Genera! 
as,  directing  me  to  mar<;h  to  Pulaski  upon  anival  at  Athens,  unless  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  liad  not  yet  crossed  the  Tennessee  river.  I  followed 
the  third  division  myself,  and  arrived  at  Athens  about  9  o'clock  the  morning  of 
31st.  Here  we  first  knew,  definitely,  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  at  Florence, 
by  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  General  Croxton,  forwarded  me  hy  General  Gran- 
ger. A  despatch  was  also  received  from  General  Thomas,  at  13  m.,  directing 
that  the  leading  diviBiou  march  at  once  to  Pulaski  and  prepare  to  defend  that 
place ;  the  rest  of  the  corps  to  close  up  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  artillery  to 
come  by  raikoad,  the  supply  train  to  aiarch  by  Deckerd  and  ]''ayetteville.  About 
2  o'clock  p.  m.  I  left  Athens  with  the  third  division  for  Pulaski.  Just  as  I  was 
leaving  I  received  a  despatch  from  Biigadier  General  K.  S.  Granger,  saying  the 
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enemy  was  ia  large  force  at  Browa'a  ferry,  and  he  anticipated  they  would  try  to 
force  a  eroasiug.  As  I  was  leaving  Athens,  and  could  not  give  assistance,  I 
advised  liim  that  if  the  enemy  did  cross  an  infantry  force  at  Brown's  ferry,  Athens 
Bhonld  be  evacuated,  as  the  Garrison  would  he  liable  to  capture.  Athens  was 
evacuated  upon  false  rumors.  At  4  o'clock  p.  m.  the  same  afternoon,  hy  General 
R.  S,  Granger's  order,  a  very  considerable  amount  of  public  property  was  de- 
stroyed, although  uo  enemy  had  shown  themselves  between  Elk  river  and  the 
Tennessee.  The  ti-oops  were  put  in  motion  at  4  o'clock  on  the  moi-ning  of  the 
iBt  of  November;  they  forded  Elk  river  and  breakfasted  at  Elkton,  and 
reached  Pulaski  at  4  o'clock  in  the  evening,  1  found  General  Hatch,  with  his 
division  of  eavali-y,  at  Pulaski,  and  by  General  Thomas's  order  directed  him  to 
await  further  orders,  instead  of  pushing  on  to  overtake  General  Sherman,  as  first 
ordered. 

On  the  2(1 1  learned  that  Hood's  army  Was  in  force  in  Florence,  and  intrench- 
ing; I  also  learned  definiteiy  that  a  pontoon  bridge  was  laid  at  Florence.  The 
same  day  Wood's  division  commenced  intrenching  our  position  at  Puitaki.  By 
the  4th  all  the  infantry  of  the  corps,  excepting  Kirby's  brigade  of  the  first 
division,  with  the  trains,  had  joined  at  Pulaski.  On  the  same  day  Genei-ai 
Hatch's  command  was  sent  to  connect  with  General  Oroxton's  right,  at  Bough's 
factory,  to  watch  the  enemy  and  to  keep  him  at  Florpnce  as  long  as  possible, 
l^he  defences  of  Pulaski  were  put  under  the  directiou  of  Brigadier  Geueral 
Thomas  J.  Wood,  and  were  rapidly  pushed  foi'ward  to  completion,  forming  a 
formidable  line  of  intrenebments  around  the  village  of  Pnlaski.  General  Hatch,' 
in  command  of  the  cavalry  observing  Hood's  army  at  Florence,  disposed  his 
force  so  judiciously  that  not  a  movement  of  any  consequence  could  be  made  by 
the  enemy,  in  any  direction,  that  we  were  not  immediately  apprised  of  it,  and  it 
is  very  much  to  the  credit  of  this  excellent  cavalry  officer  that,  for  nearly  one 
month,  he  maintained  a  line  of  pickets  and  outposts  fifty  miles  iu  extent,  and 
very  nearly  surrounding  the  rebel  force  of  infantry,  and  the  latter  part  of  the 
time  cavalry,  and  gave  timely  notice  of  their  first  advance  northward,  and  this 
without  any  serious  loss  in  his  command. 

On  the  14th  Major  General  Schofield  arrived  and  assumed  command  by  direc- 
tion of  Major  General  Thomas, 

On  the  21st  it  became  positively  known,  from  a  despatch  intercepted  by 
General  Hatch's  pickets,  and  from  other  sources,  that  the  enemy  were  moving 
north,  and  in  the  direction  of  Columbia.  The  roads,  however,  of  the  pickets 
were  very  bad,  it  having  rained  very  heavily  for  some  days,  and  then  iirozen ; 
bat  not  hard  enough  to  bear  wagons.  It  was  believed  the  enemy  could  make 
bat  little  speed,  and  the  evacuation  of  Pulaski  was  made  the  afternoon  of  the 
23d,  The  corps  marched  to  Lynnville  that  night,  to  which  place  the  second 
division,  General  Wagner's,  had  moved  the  day  before.  During  the  night  it 
was  learned  that  the  enemy  had  made  good  use  of  his  time,  notwithstanding  the 
bad  roads,  and  Colonel  Capron's  brigade  had  been  driven  out'  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
it  was  believed,  by  an  infantry  force.  This  information  was  received  about  1 
o'clock  at  night,  and  the  troops  were  immediately  waked  up  and  pat  in  motion 
for  Columbia,  twenty-one  miles  distant.  General  Cox's  division,  of  the  23d 
coi-ps,  was  ten  miles  nearer  Colarobia,  and  marched  at  the  same  Lour  as  ourselves. 
He  aiiived  in  time  to  save  Capron's  brigade  of  cavalry  from  annihilation,  and 
perhaps  the  tflwn  of  Columbia  from  captui-e.  Turning  west  at  a  point,  three  (3) 
mileB  south  of  Oolunibia,on  the  Pulaski  pike.  General  Cox,  by  a  cross-road,  reached 
the  Mount  Pleasant  pike,  and  immediately  attackiug  the  advancing  rebels,  drove 
them  hack.  As  fast  as  the  divisions  of  the  4th  corps  arrived  they  were  placed  in 
line  of  battle,  and  immediately  intrenched  themselves.  The  first  division.  Brig- 
adier General  Whittaker,  did  not  get  qaite  into  position  until  nearly  night.  The 
enemy's  cavalry  made  some  demonstrations  on  our  left  flank  during  the  march, 
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bat  were  easily  driven  off  by  a  regiment  of  iniantiy,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Knefler. 

Daring  the  24th  and  25th  a  very  strong  and  complete  set  of  earthworks  were 
constructed,  lint  the  line  being  very  long,  and  leaving  no  disposable  troops  after 
properly  occupying  it,  two  divisions  of  the  corps  were  withdrawn  from  it,  on  the 
night  of  the  25th,  to  occupy  a  short  and  interior  line,  leaving  General  Wood's 
diviaioB  to  hold  the  front  line  formerly  held  by  the  entire  corps;  Cox's  diviaion 
of  the  23d  corps  at  the  same  time  crossed  to  the  noi-th  side  of  Dnck  river,  and 
General  Kuger  commenced  the  construction  of  a  bridge-head.  The  enemy  un- 
doubtedly deployed  their  whole  force  upon  our  front,  £ind  they  made  several  at- 
tacks upon  our  pickets,  but  it  became  evident,  very  soon,  that  Hood  was  mov- 
ing to  the  east,  and  most  likely  with  a  view  of  crossing  Duck  river  above  us. 
The  intention  of  the  enemy  became  so  apparent  that  it  was  determined  to  cross 
the  entire  of  our  force  to  the  north  bank  of  Duck  river.  The  night  of  the  26th 
orders  were  given  accordingly,  but  the  night  was  so  dark,  and  the  raia  poured 
down  so,  that  no  progress  could  be  made  crossing  the  artillery,  and  at  midnight 
the  movement  was  given  up  and  the  artillery  replaced  in  position. 

Daring  the  night  of  the  27rh  the  withdrawal  to  the  north  side  of  the  river 
■was  made  very  successfully,  the  pickets  leaving  the  outside  line  and  foUowiog 
back  to  the  first  line  of  works  at  7  o'clock,  and  remaining  one  hour,  when  they 
fell  back  to  the  interior  line,  abandoned  by  the  troops  holding  that  line,  until 
jiear  daylight.  The  fort  and  magazine  were  fired,  but  the  destruction  was  not 
very  complete, 

The  meming  of  the  28th  we  occupied  the  high  ground  immediately  north  of 
Dnck  river,  from,  below  the  railroad  bridge  to  about  a  mile  above  Columbia  ; 
the  railroad  and  pontoon  bridges  had  been  destroyed,  and  the  enemy  could  be 
seen  in  fiill  view  across  the  river.  The  troops  were  employed  oa  the  28th  in 
strengthening  their  position  on  the  north  bank  of  Dnck  river.  One  brigade 
(Whittaker's)  was  sent  back  to  Rutheiford'a  creek  to  protect  all  trains  of  the 
army  parked  near  the  crossing,  on  the  Franklin  pike.  About  3  p.  m,  it  was 
learned  that  Forrest's  cavalry  had  driven  Colonel  Capron's  brigade  of  cavalry 
to  the  north  bank  of  Duck  i-iver  eleven  miles  above,  and  that  the  rebel  cavalry 
had  effected  a  crossing  to  the  same  side.  Later  in  the  evening,  the  pickets  of 
Wood's  division  reported  the  enemy  crossing  cavalry  at  Hughes's  mills,  five  miles 
above  Columbia.  A  reoonnoisaanoei  sent  after  dark,  failed  to  find  the  enemy, 
but  early  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  General  Wilson  sent  word  that  the  enemy 
had  laid  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Hughes's, mills. 

At  8  o'clock  a,  m.  on  the  29  th  I  started  to  Spring  Hill  with  the  first  and 
second  divisions,  all  the  artillery  that  could  be  spai-ed,  and  all  trains  and  ambu- 
lances to  follow.  The  same  time  Colonel  Post's  brigade,  of  Wood's  division, 
was  sent  up  the  river,  and  soon  sent  back  word  that  the  enemy  was  crossing 
infantry  and  wagons,  and  moving  off  rapidly  to  the  north  and  parallel  to  the' 
turnpike.  It  being  apprehended  that  the  eaemy  might  make  a  flank  attack 
upon  the  position  of  oar  troops  between  Duck  river  and  Rutherford  creek,  the 
first  division.  General  Kimball  commanding,  was  halted  and  took  up  position  to 
cover  the  crossing  of  the  creek.  At  half  past  11  o'clock  the  head  of  the  second 
division  was  within  two  miles  of  Spring  Hill.  A  cavalry  soldier,  who  seemed  to 
be  badly  scared,  was  met  here,  who  stated  that  a  scout  had  come  in  from  the  di- 
rection of  Raleigh  Hill  and  reported  that  Buford's  division  of  rebel  cavalry  was 
half-way  between  Raleigh  Hill  and  Spring  Hill,  and  on  the  march  for  the  latter 
place.  The  second  division  was  pushed  oa,  and  attracted  by  the  firing  east  of 
the  village,  double-quicked  into  the  place,  and  deploying  the  leading  brigade  as 
they  advanced,  drove  off  a  force  of  tne  enemy's  cavalry,  which  was  driving  our 
small  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry  and  would  have  soon  occupied  the  town. 
General  Wagner  was  ordered  tfl  deploy  his  division  at  once;  Opdyke's  and 
Lane's  brigades  to  cover  as  much  space  about  the  village  as  woidd  sei-ve  to  park 
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tlie  trains;  General  Bradley's  brigade  was  sent  to  oceapy  a  wooded  knoll  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  ettst  of  the  pike,  and  which  commanded  the  approaches 
from  that  direction.  "Up  to  this  time  it  was  thought  we  had  only  cavalry  to 
contend  with,  but  a  general  officer  and  his  staff  was  seen  reeoniioitnng  our  posi- 
tion, St  whom  we  sent  some  complimentary  ehells,  and  very  soon  afterwards 
Genera]  Bradley  was  assailed  by  a  force,  which  the  men  said  fought  too  well  to  be 
any  dismoiinted  cavalry.  I  received  General  Schofleld's  liespaieh  about  the  same 
time,  telling  me  that  the  rebels  had  been  crossing  the  river,  and  leaving  no  doubt 
bat  that  we  now  confronted  a  superior  force  of  rebel  infantry.  About  the  same 
time  an  attack  was  made  upon  a  small  wagon  train,  composed  of  some  pressed 
wagons,  which  had  passed  on,  by  rebel  cavalry  at  Reynold's  station,  three  miles 
towards  Franklin,  and  simultaneously  the  rebel  cavalry  appeared  west  of  us, 
and  threatened  the  railroad  station  of  Spring  Hill.  Thus  we  were  threatened 
and  attacked  from  every  direction,  and  it  was  impossible  to  send  any  re-enforee- 
ments  to  Bradley's  brigade,  which  had  become  quite  severely  engaged,  lest,  in 
60  doing,  we  should  expose  the  train  and  artillery  park  to  destruction.  The 
enemy  made  two  assaults  on  Bradley's  position,  and  were  severely  handled  and 
repulsed,  hut  finding  bis  flank  the  third  time,  they  overlapped  him  on  hia  right, 
and  the  general  at  the  time  receiving  a  severe  wound  while  encouraging  his  men, 
hia  biigade  was  driven  back  to  the  outskirts  of  the  village,  where  we  rallied  them 
and  again  formed  them  in  line.  The  enemy  attempted  to  follow  lip  his  advan- 
tage. Out  coming  across  the  cornfield  towards  the  village  they  fell  under  the  fire 
of  at  least  eight  (S)  pieces  of  artillery,  at  good  range  for  spherical  ease  shot,  and 
received  a  fire  in  the  flank  from  a  section  of  a  battery  ivhich  had  been  placed  on 
tbe  pike  south  of  the  village.  A  part  of  the  rebel  force  making  the  charge  fled 
to  their  rear,  and  a  portion  ran  down  into  a  ravine  between  their  own  and  our 
lines  and  concealed  themselves  in  the  bed  of  the  small  stream,  neither  able  to 
crawl  forward  nor  go  back  until  nightfall.  This  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when 
night  fell.  General  Bradley's  brigade  had  lost  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men 
in  Killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  We  now  know  that  the  enemy  lost,  according 
to  the  statement  of  one  of  their  surgeons  who  wad  on  the  field,  five  hundred  men. 
Our  greatest  loss  was  in  the  disabling  of  so  intrepid  an  officer  as  General  Bradley. 
As  night  closed  we  could  see  the  enemy  rapidly  extending  his  lines,  and  by  8 
o'clock  it  was  evident  that  at  least  a  corps  of  Hood's  army  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  facing  the  turnpike,  and  at  a  near  distance  of  but  little  more  than 
hxlf  a  mile  from  it.  General  Sehofield  arrived  from  Oolnmbia  at  7  o'clock  in 
the  evening  with  Ruger's  division;  he  found  the  enemy  on  the  pike,  and  had 
quite  a  skii'mish  in  driving  them  off.  My  pickets  had  reported  seeing  rebel 
columns  passing  east  of  our  position  as  if  to  get  possession  of  the  hilla  at  Thomp- 
son's station,  and  the  anxious  question  arose  whether  we  could  force  our  way 
throngh  to  Franklin.  It  was  determined  to  attempt  this,  and  General  Sehofield 
pushed  on  with  Ruger'a  division  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  afiairs.  He  found 
that  the  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  hold  the  road.  It  was  now  IX  o'clock  at  night, 
and  Cox's  division  had  just  arrived  from  in  front  of  Columbia.  The  division 
pushed  on  at  once  for  Fi'anklin.  From  a  rebel  officer,  captain  and  adjutant 
general  of  Clehum's  division,  we  learned  that  it  was  his  division  of  the  i-ebel 
army  we  had  been  fighting.  Wood's  division  of  the  4th  corps  arrived  just  after 
Cox,  The  enemy's  skirmishers  fired  into  the  column  frequently,  and  stampeded 
a  new  regiment  which  had  just  joined  the  day  before,  hut  instructions  were  sent 
to  push  on  and  not  get  into  a  fight  if  the  enemy  kept  off  the  road,  and  in  half 
an  hour  sifter  General  Wood's  division  arrived.  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  meeting 
tbe  head  of  General  Kimball's  column,  which  got  through  with  some  skirmish- 
ing. So  close  was  the  enemy  on  our  flank,  that  when  a  column  was  not  passing 
it  was  difficult  for  a  staff  officer  or  an  orderly  to  get  through  on  the  road. 
General  Cox's  division  was  out  of  the  way,  and  the  train  commenced  to  pull 
out  at  1  o'clock  the  morning  of  the  30th.     The  number  of  wagons,  including 
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artillery  aniJ  ambulances,  was  about  eight  hundred.  At  the  very  starting 
point  they  had  to  pass  singly  over  a  bridge,  and  it  was  exceedingly  dotibt- 
fiil  whether  the  train  conld  be  pnt  on  the  road  by  daylight.  TJiiless  this 
oould  be  done,  and  the  corps  put  in  motion,  we  were  sure  of  being  attacked, 
and  of  being  compelled  to  fight  imder  every  disadvantage.  I  was  strongly 
advised  to  burn  the  train,  and  move  in  with  the  troops  and  sach  wagons  as 
eoald  be  saved,  hut  i  determined  to  make  an  effort  to  save  the  train.  My 
staff  officers  were  busily  engaged  in  hurrying  np  the  teamsters,  and  every- 
thifig  promised  well,  when  we  were  again  thrown  into  despair  by  the  report  that 
the  traiii  was  attacked  north  of  Thompson's  station,  and  that  the  whole  train 
had  stopped.  It  was  now  3  o'clock  in  the  morning.  General  Kimball  was 
directed  to  pneh  on  with  the  first  division  and  cleai'  the  road  ;  General  Wood's 
division,  which  had  deployed  in  the  night  north  of  Spring  Hil],  and,  facing  the 
east,  had  covered  the  road,  was  directed  to  move  on,  keeping  off  the  road  and 
on  the  right  flank  of  the  train;  and  General  Wagner's  division,  alihough 
wearied  by  the  fighting  of  the  day  before,  was  detailed  to  bring  up  the  rear. 
Before  Kimball's  division  could  reach  the  point  at  which  the  train  was  attacked. 
Major  Steele,  of  my  staff,  had  gotten  np  a  squad  of  our  stragglers  and  driven  off 
the  rebels  making  the  attack ;  they  had  succeeded  in  bnrning  about  ten  wagons. 
The  train  moved  on  again,  and  about  5  o'clock  1  had  the  satisfaction  of  see- 
ing the  last  wagon  pass  the  small  bridge.  The  entire  corps  was  on  the  road  before 
daylight.  The  rebel  cavalry  was  in  possession  of  all  the  hills  to  our  right  and 
made  numerous  demonstrations  on  ourfiaiik,  bat  were  easily  driven  offby  General 
Wood's  skirmishers,  and  when,  finally,  a  section  of  Canby's  batteiy  nnlimbered 
and  threw  a  few  shells  into  them,  the  rebel  cavalrymen  disappeared  and  troubled  us 
no  more.  Colonel  Opdyke's  brigade  formed  the  rear-gtiara  aad  rendered  excel- 
lent service,  skii-mii-hing  all  the  way  with  the  rebel  force  following  ns,  and 
forcing  our  stragglers  and  lame  men  {of  whom  there  were  many)  to  make 
a  final  effort  to  reach  Franklin.  Goneral  Kimball's  division  reached  Frank- 
lin soon  after  9  o'clock,  and  took  up  position  on  the  left  of  the  23d  corps, 
the  right  flank  of  the  division  resting  on  the  Harpeth,  below  Franklin,  The 
line  selected  by  General  Schofield  was  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
enclosed  Franklin,  resting  the  flanks  upon  the  river,  above  and  below  the  town. 
The  trains  were  all  crossed  over  to  the  north  side  of  the  Harpeth.  Wood's 
division  was  also  crossed  and  posted  to  watch  the  fords  below  the  place.  Col- 
onel Opdyke  reached  the  heights,  two  miles  south  of  Franklin,  at  12  m.  He 
Vfos  directed  to  halt  on  the  hills  to  observe  the  enemy;  Crouton's  brigade  of 
cavaliy  was  steadily  pushed  back  by  the  enemy's  infantry  coliiiun  on  the  Lewis- 
bnrg  pike,  and  at  1  o'clock  General  Wagner  reported  heavy  colitams  of  infantiy 
approaching  on  the  Ooluntbia  and  Lewisburg  pikes.  General  Wagner  was 
instructed  to  fall  back  befoi-e  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  observing  them.  About 
the  same  time  word  was  received  that  the  rebels  wei-e  tiying  to  force  a  crossing 
at  Hughes's  foi-d,  two  miles  above  l^'ranklin.  From  1  o'clock  until  4  in  the 
evening  the  enemy's  entire  force  was  in  sight,  and  forming  for  attack ;  yet, 
in  view  of  the  strong  position  we  held,  and  reasoning  from  the  former  course  of 
the  rebels  during  this  campaign,  nothing  appeared  so  improbable  as  that  tbey  would 
assault.  I  felt  so  confident  in  this  belief  that  I  did  not  leave  General  Suhofield's 
headquarters  until  the  firing  commenced.  About  4  o'clock  the  enemy  advanced 
with  his  whole  force,  at  least  two  corps,  making  a  bold  and  persistent  assault, 
which  upon  part  of  the  line  lasted  forty  minutes.  When  Wagner's  division  fell 
back  from  the  heights  south  of  Fraiiklin,  Opdyke's  brigade  was  placed  in  reserve 
In  rear  of  oiu-  main  line  on  the  Columbia  pike ;  Lane's,  and  Conrad's  brigades  were 
deployed,  the  former  on  the  right,  the  other  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  and  about  three 
hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the  main  line.  Here  the  men,  as  our  men  always  do, 
threw  up  a  barricade  of  rails.  By  whose  mistake  I  cannot  tell — it  certainly  was 
never  a  part  of  my  instructions ;  but  these  brigades  had  order's  from  General 
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Wagner  ant  to  retiie  to'  tlie  main  line  until  forced  to  do  bo  by  the  fighting  of  the 
enemy.  The  conseqtience  was  that  the  brigades  stood  their  ground  until  the 
charging  rebels  were  almost  crossing  bayonets  with  them,  but  the  line  then  broke, 
Conrad's  brigade  first,  then  Lane's,  and  mea  and  officers  made  the  qaickest  time 
they  could  to  oar  main  line.  The  old  soldiera  all  escaped,  but  the  e:)nscnpta 
being  afraid  to  move  under  fire,  many  of  them  were  captured.  Coarad'a  bri- 
gade entered  the  main  line  near  the  Columbia  pike;  Colonel  Lane's  several 
hundred  yards  to  the  right  of  the  pike.  A  large  porportion  of  Lane's  mea  eame 
back  with  loaded  muskets,  and  turning  at  the  breastworks  they  fired  a  volley 
into  the  pressing  rebels,  now  not  ten  steps  from  them.  The  part  of  the  23d 
corps  stationed  in  the  works  for  a  distance  of  about  throe  hundred  or  fiiur  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  right  of  the  Columbia  pike,  which  space  took  in  the  first 
Kentucky  and  sixth  Ohio  batteries,  broke  and  ran  to  the  rear  with  the  fngitives 
from  Conrad's  brigade.  To  add  to  the  disorder  the  caissons  of  the  two  batteries 
galloped  rapidly  to  the  rear,  and  the  enemy  appeared  on.  the  bretistworks  and 
in  poBsessiou  of  the  two  batteries,  which  they  commenced  to  turn  upon  us.  It 
was  at  that  moment  I  amved  at  the  scene  of  disorder,  coming  from  the  town 
on  the  Columbia  pike.  The  moment  was  critical  heyoud  any  I  have  known  in 
any  battle.  Could  the  enemy  hold  that  part  of  the  line,  he  was  nearer  our  two 
bridges  than  the  extremities  of  our  line.  Colonel  Opdyke's  brigade  was  lying 
down-about,  one  hundred  yai-ds  in  the  rear  of  the  woi-ks.  I  rode  quickly  to  the 
left  regiment  and  called  to  them  to  charge,  at  the  same  time  I  saw  Colonel 
Opdyke  near  the  centre  of  bis  Ibe  ui^ng  his  men  forward,  I  gave  the  colonel 
no  oi-der,  as  I  saw  him  engaged  in  doing  tlie  veiy  thmg  to  save  us,  namely, 
to  get  possession  of  our  line  agaiu.  The  retieatmg  men  oi  Colonel  Conrad's 
brigade,  and,  I  believe  the  men  of  the  83d  cor{S  ''eeiig  the  lino, of  Opdyke's 
brigade  start  for  tlie  works,  commenced  to  lilly  1  heard  the  old  soldiers 
call  out  "  Come  on,  men,  we  can  go  wherever  the  geneial  can ;  "  and  making 
a  rush,  our  men  immediately  retook  all  the  liie  exi*ptmga  "small  portion  just 
in  front  of  the  brick  honae  on  the  pike.  A  force  of  the  rebels  held  out  at  this 
point,  and  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  supported  by  i  lejel  line  fitiy  yards 
to  the  rear,  pynred  in  a  severe  fii'e  upon  our  men  bo  deadly  was  the  fire 
that  it  was  only  by  the  most  strenuous  exertions  of  tl  e  officers  that  oni-  men  could 
be  kept  up  to  the  line;  our  exertions,  however,  succeeded,  and  ia  twenty 
minutes  our  front  was  comparatively  free  of  rebels,  who  fell  back  to  the  posi- 
tion formerly  held  by  the  two  brigades  of  the  second  division  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fight,  from  whence  they  kept  up  a  fire  untU  midnight,  when 
we  withdrew.  Just  after  the  retaking  of  the  line  by  onr  troops,  as  I  was  pass- 
ing towards  the  left  to  General  Cox's  position,  my  horse  was  killed,  and  no 
sooner  had  I  regained  my  feet  than  I  received  a  musket  bail  through  the 
back  of  the  neck.  My  wound  did  not  preveat  my  keeping  the  field,  a,nd 
Gteneral  Cos  kindly  furnished  me  a  remount.  The  rapidity  of  the  firing  made 
it  very  difficult  to  keep  up  the  ammunition.  The  train  being  some  two  miles 
distant,  on  the  road  to  Nashville,  when  the  battle  commenced,  our  greatest 
danger  at  one  period  of  the  battle  was  that  we  would  exhaust  our  ammunition. 
One  hundi'ed  wagon  loads  of  ammunition,  artillery  and  mnsket  cartridges,  were 
expended  in  this  short  battle,  belonging  to  the  advance  train  of  the  4th  corps. 
This  train,  however,  supplied  in  gi'eat  pai-t  the  wants  of  the  23d  corps. 
After  the  first  great  attack  and  repulse,  the  enemy  made  several  feeble  demon- 
strations, and,  until  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  formed  and  advanced  upon  the 
Columbia  pike  three  or  four  times.  I  think  these  movements  were  made  to 
keep  u3  from  moving,  or  to  ascertain  the  very  moment  we  left.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  engagements  word  came  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  forced 
a  crossing  at  Hughes's  fords,  and  calling  upon  me  for  support  for  our  cavalry. 
General  Wood  was  directed  to  send  a  brigade,  and  General  Beatly's  brigade 
bad  started,  when  informaliou  came  that  the  re-enforcements  would  not  be  needed. 
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Greneral  Kimball'a  division,  holding  the  extreme  right  of  Ihe  line,  liad  eompaia- 
tively  an  easy  thing  in  this  fight,  being  well  poated  behind  bi-eastworka;  their 
volleys  Booa  cleared  their  front  of  rebels.  One  brigade,  Colonel  Kirby's.  only 
had  the  opportunity  to  fire  one  volley — aad  this  was  a  very  effeciive  one — at  a' 
rebel  brigade,  which  endeavored  to  move  ohliq^uely  across  our  front  to  gain  the 
right  bank  of  the  river.  It  having  been  determined  to  withdraw  the  troops  to 
Nasbviile,  they  were  directed  to  leave  the  line  at  midnight,  the  flanks  with- 
drawing firtit  and  simnltaneonsly,  the  pickets  to  be  withdrawn  when  all  the 
troops  had  crossed,  Some  vitlaiu  came  very  near  frustrating  this  plan  by  firing 
a  house  in  Tranklin;  tlie  flames  soon  spread,  aad  the  prospect  was  that  a  large 
fire  would  occur,  which  lighting  up  objects  woiJd  make  it  impossible  to  move 
the  troops  without  being  seet).  My  staff  officers  and  General  Wood  found  an 
old  fire-engine,  and  getting  it  at  work  the  flames  were  soon  subdued,  and  the 
darkness  was  found  to  be  increased  by  the  smoke.  At  midnight  the  withdrawal 
was  made  successfully,  although  the  enemy  discovered  it,  and  followed  our 
pickets  up  closely.  General  Wood's  division  remained  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Harpeth  nctil  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  rear-guard,  destroying  the  hridgea 
before  he  left.  The  enemy  indulged  in  a  furious  shelling  as  soon  as  they  found 
we  had  left.  In  tlie  fight  of  the  day  before  their  artillery  had  not  come  up,  and 
bat  two  batteries  were  used  upon  ua.  These  two  batteries  threw  shells  into  the 
town  during  the  entire  fight.  The  march  was  continued  to  Nashville  without 
interruption.  The  troops  made  a  short  halt  at  Brentwood  to  get  breakfjat,  and 
to  allow  the  train  to  move  on.  Our  men  were  more  exhausted,  physically,  than 
I  have  seen  them  on  any  other  occasion. 

From  November  the  23d,  when  we  left  Pulaski,  until  arriving  at  Nashville, 
we  have  been  constantly  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy.  We  knew 
him  to  he  vastly  superior  to  us  in  numbers,  closely  watching  to  attack  us  at  dis- 
advantage. With  us  both  mind  and  body  were  kept  at  full  stretch,'  and  it  was 
only  by  night  inarching  and  the  constant  use  of  iutrenchments  that  we  could 
hope  to  save  ourselves.  Many  of  our  men  were  overtaxed  and  broke  down; 
unable  to  travel  any  longer,  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  On  two 
occasions  the  enemy  was  very  near  obtaining  the  advantages  hg  sought  of  as. 
The  first  was  when  Cox  drove  back  his  advance  just  about  entering  Columbia; 
the  second  and  greatest  escape  for  us  was  at  Spring  Hill,  where,  with  a  whole 
corps  in  line  of  battle,  the  left  of  the  enemy  was  witiiin  sis  hundred  yards  of 
the  road.  They  allowed  all  our  army,  excepting  Wagner's  division,  which 
fought  them  during  the  day,  to  pass  tiiem  witb  impunity  in  the  night.  Upon 
arriving  at  Nashville  I  turned  the  command  of  the  4th  corps  over  to  Brigadier 
General  TJiomas  J.  Wood,  and  took  advantage  of  a  leave  of  absence  on  account 
of  my  wounds. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  must  mention  the  distinguished  and  faithful  service 
rendered  hy  some  of  the  officers  of  my  conunand.  To  Brigadier  General  Thomas 
J.  Wood  I  am  under  more  than  ordinary  obligations  for  advice,  and  for  his  suc- 
cess in  selecting  every  position  which  was  occupied  from  Pulaski  to  Franklin. 
To  Genei'al  Kimball,  who  commanded  the  first  division  up  to  Columbia,  to  Gen- 
eral Kimball  who  succeeded  him,  and  to  General  Wagner,  commanding  the 
second  division,  I  am  under  many  obligations  for  their  zeal  in  carrying  out  my 
plans  and  orders.  To  the  members  of  my  staff  much  is  due  for  the  cheerfttl  and 
thorough  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  constant  aud  severe  duties  during 
the  campaign.  Colonel  J,  8.  Fnllerton,  aasistaat  adjutant  general  and  chief  of 
staff.  Colonel  W.  H,  Greenwood,  inspector  of  the  corps.  Major  W.  H.  St.  Clair, 
assistant  adjutant  general,  Major  J.  W.  Steele,  aide-de-camp,  Captain  8.  J,  Fire- 
stone, acting  dde-de-camp.  Captain  L.  L.  Taylor,  aide-de.camp :  all  were  most  zeal- 
ous in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Colonel  Greenwood's  duties  were  particu- 
larly important,  and  thoroughly  attended  to.  To  Captain  Lyman  Bridges,  chief 
of  artillery.  Colonel  Hayes,  chief  quartermaster.  Surgeon  J.  T.  Heard,  medical  di- 
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rector,  Captain  Hodgden,  chief  commisaary,  and  to  Captaia  Tonsley,  chief  of 
ambulance  corps,  and  Lieutenant  Laubach,  quartermaster  at  corps  headquartei-s,  I 
am  much  indebted  for  the  efficieot  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  respec- 
tive duties. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  will  mention  the  names  of  Colonel  Opdyke,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  Conrad,  fifteenth 
Miflsouri  veteraa  volunteers.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Arthur  MeArthur,  twenty- fourth 
Wisconsin  rolunteers,  Captain  Morgaji,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Captain 
Tinney,  of  General  Wagner's  staff,  as  some  of  the  officera  whom  I  knew,  and 
whom  I  saw  behave  most  gallantly  at  the  battle  of  Fraaklitt.     Colonel  Opdyke's 

fallaut  services  on  that  occasion  I  have  before  noticed  in  a  commucication  to 
epartment  headquarters.  Although  Brigadier  General  J.  J).  Vox  was  not  in 
my  command,  he  was  my  close  neighbor  in  tlie  battle  of  Fraaklin,  and  1  take 
this  opportunity  to  express  to  him  my  thanks  for  his  gallant  help  at  that  time. 
A  list  of  casualties  has  already  been  furnisheiJ,  A  recommendalJon  for  promo- 
tions will  be  forwarded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,- Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  STANLEY, 

Major  General. 
Brigadier  General  W  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Cujubcrland. 


Hkadquartkrs  4tu  Army  Coups, 

Huntsville,  Alabama,  January  10,  1865. 

GeNBBAL:  In  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  the  headquarters  depart- 
ment of  the  Cumberland,  to  report  the  operations  of  the  corps  from  the  lime  it 
was  detached  fi-om  the  main  army  of  the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  ia 
the  latter  part  of  October,  to  its  arrital  at  Nashville  on  the  1st  December  ultimo, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: 

During  the  eVfening  of  the  26th  of  October  ultimo,  in  the  vicinity  of  Gaylesyille, 
Alabama,  an  order  was  received  froui  Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding 
the  grand  military  division  of  the.  Mississippi,  directing  that  the  4th  corps  should 
proceed  to  Chattanooga,  and  stating  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  corps 
would  there  receive  instructions  from  Major  General  Thomas,  commanding  depait- 
ment  of  the  Cumberland,  regulating  its  future  movements.  By  rapid  marches, 
though  a  portion  of  the  road  was  exceedingly  heavy  from  the  recent  rains,  the 
corps  reached  Bossville,  four  miles  from  Chattanooga,  during  the  afternoon  of 
the  29th.     Here  it  encamped  for  the  night. 

During  the  night  of  the  §9th  an  order  was  i-eceived  by  telegraph  directing 
the  corps  to  proceed  by  railway  to  Athens,  Alabama. 

Early  on  the  moi-ning  of  the  30th  the  corps  moved  into  Chattanooga  to  take  the 
cars  So  soon  as  the  trains  could  be  got  ready  the  third  division  was  embarked, 
and  before  noon  all  the  sections  transporting  the  division  moved  out  of  Chatta- 
nooga and  proceeded  to  Athens,  where  it  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  31sl„ 

The  first  division  embarked  the  morning  of  the  1st  November,  and  the  second 
division  as  soon  as  the  transportation  could  be  obtained  for  it.  The  instractions 
from  the  commanding  general  were  to  concentrate  the  corps  at  Athens,  with  an 
intimation  that  it  would  have  to  march  thence  to  Pulaski,  but  not  to  proceed  to 
the  latter  place  without  a  special  order  to  that  effect,  unless  it  should  he  learned 
satisfactorily  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  river,  and  was  moving  on. that 
place.  The  aitiileiy  and  transportation  of  the  corps  were  ordered  to  follow  by 
the  way  of  Stevenson,  Winchester,  &c.,  and  a  brigade  of  the  first  division  was 
left  as  an  escort  to  convoy  them. 
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At  mifl'day  on  the  Slat  of  October,  at  Atheaa,  insti'uctions  wei'e  received  frnm 
the  commanding  general  to  move  to  Pnlaaki  imm.ediately.  The  third  division 
being  the  only  poition  of  the  corps  which  had  arrived  at  Athens,  marclied  that 
afternoon  ten  miles,  and  the  following  day,  November  1,  after  a  march  of  twenty- 
four  miles,  involving  the  passiige  of  Elk  river,  reached  Pulaski. 

On  the  following  morning  preparations  were  commenced  for  putting  the  town 
in  defensible  condition.  General  Hatch's  cavalry,  which  had  anived  there  the 
preceding  day,  was  despatched  to  the  Tennessee  river,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Florence,  to  co-operate  with  General  Croxton's  command,  already  in  that  region, 
in  gaining  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  to  retard  his  march 
should  he  cross  the  Tennessee  river  and  attempt  to  move  northward.  By  Sat- 
urday, the  5£h  of  November,  the  three  divisions  of  tlie  corps,  less  the  brigade 
escorting  the  artillery  and  trains,  were  concentrated  at  Pulaski.  On  the  follow- 
ing morning  an  elaborate  system  of  field-works  was,  laid  out,  a  certain  portion 
assigned  to  each  division,  and  ground  was  immediately  broken  in  their  construc- 
tion. The  labor  was  vigorously  continued,  notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  until  the  works  were  completed,  and,  when  completed  the  woi'ks 
were  impregnable.  The  4tb  corps  could  have  easily  held  them  against  the  entire 
rebel  army  commanded  by  General  Hood. 

The  trains  and  artillery  of  the  corps  reached  Pulaski  on  Saturday,  the  12tli. 

On  the  following  day  the  several  batteries  were  assigned  their  position  in  th^; 
vaiioxis  works.  The  iaformation  received  from  the  cavalry  corroborated  thi5 
information,  which  had  been  previously  obtained,  that  the  enemy  was  in  force 
on  the  Tennessee  river,  and  was  preparing  to  advance.  The  vital  q^uestions 
were,  what  route  would  he  take  and  where  would  the  blow  fall? 

On  the  13th  November,  Major  General  Schofield  arrived  at  Pnlaski,  and  on 
the  14l,h  assumed  command  of  all  the  forces.  He  brought  with  him  a  portion 
of  the  aSd  corps. 

The  informatian  received  from  the  I4th  to  22d  stated  that  the  enemy  had  not 
odIv  ci-ossed  the  river  in  heavy  force,  but  was  moving  northwai'd. 

On  the  22ditwaesatiataetorily  settled  that  he  was  moving  northward,  through 
Lawrenceburg,  towards  Pulaski. 

The  afternoon  of  the  2Sd  and  during  the  forenoon  of  the  23d  it  was  ascertained 
satisfactorily  that  the  bulk  of  the  enemy's  force  was  moving  northward  from 
Lawrencehurg.  Hence  the  i-emainiag  two  divisions  of  the  corps,  the  first  and 
third,  with  the  artillery  and  trains,  moved  to  Linnville  during  the  aftomOiia  of  that 
day.  Information  received  during  the  night,  at  Linnvilie,  indicated  that  the 
enemy  was  advancing  rapidly  on  Columbia,  and  would  probably  reach  that  place 
on  the  24th.     This  would  have  placed  him  between  as  and  Nashville. 

The  head  of  the  corps  moved  at  1  a.  m,  of  the  aith,  and  by  3  a.  m.  the  whole 
corps  was  in  motion.  By  a  rapid  inarch  the  two  leading  divisions  of  the  corps, 
the  second  and  thnd,  were  concentrated  at  Columbia,  and  in  position  by  12  m., 
having  marched  a  distance  of  twenty  miles.  They  had  Seen  preceded  by 
Cox'a  division  of  the  23d  corps,  which  bad  barely  arrived  in  time  by  taming 
westward,  some  two  or  three  miles  south  of  Oolnmhia,  and  taking  position  on 
the  Mount  Pleasant  road,  to  prevent  the  head  of  the  enemy's  colnmn  from  occu- 
pying Columbia  in  advance  of  our  forces,  When  the  corps  evacuated  Pulaski 
on  the  23d,  the  third  brigade  of  the  first  division,  Colonel  Waters,  eighty-fourth 
Illinois  volunteers,  commanding,  was  left  to  cover  the  rear.  This  service  was 
well  performed. 

The  afternoon  of  the  24th  November  was  spent  by  the  second  and  third 
divisions  io  throwing  up  strong  in  trench  meats.  The  first  division,  which  had 
marched  in  rear  of  the  train,  arrived  during  the  evening  and  went  into  position 
on  the  left  of  the  corps.     The  23d  corps  was  in  position  on  the  right. 

lYiday,  the  25th,  the  work  of  intrenching  was  continued,  and  by  nightfall 
a  strong  line  of  works  was  completed.     An  apprehension  was  raised  at  this  time 


0.  Google 


REPORT    OF    MAJOR   GENERAL    TIIOJIAS.  401 

that  tlie  23J  corps,  occupying  the  right  of  our  iiitrenclied  position,  would  not 
be  able  to  maintain  its  poeition  against  a  decided  Hssault;  it  was  hence  deemed 
expedient  to  construct  aa  interior  line  of  woi'ka  north  and  west  of  the  town. 
This  line  would  have  the  advantage  of  being  much  shorter,  and  of  occupying 
miteh  stronger  gronud  than  the  exterior  hne,  and  of  having  its  flanks  resting 
more  securdy  on  Duck  river.  For  the  construction  of  the  interior  line,  the  first 
and  second  divisions  of  the  4th  coips,  aad  all  of  the  23d  corps,  le«a  one  hrigade, 
were  withdrawn  frcm  the  exterior  line.  The  third  division  was  left  to  bold  ia 
the  exterior  line  the  entire  former  front  of  the  corps,  the  remainder  of  the  ex- 
terior line  having  been  held  by  a  brigade  of  the  23d  corps.  During  the  night 
of  the  25th  of  November  the  first  and  second  divisions  were  actively  employed 
constructing  the  interior  line,  and  the  dawn  of  the  26th  had  it  well  advanced 
towards  completion. 

Just  before  daylight  on  the  aCth  the  enemy  made  a  decided  aasanlt  on  the 
pickets  oa  and  adjacent  to  the  Puhiski  road.  He  succeeded  in  driving  back  the 
pickets  a  considerable  distance,  but  re-enforcements  being  promptly  brought  np 
the  enemy  was  in  turn  driven  back  and  the  picket  line  substantially  restored  to 
its  former  position.  It  terminated  in  an  affair  of  pickets,  and  would  scarcely 
have  deserved  aa  ofSi.ia!  mention,  (as  so  many  such  afikirs  occur  in  aa  active 
campaign)  were  it  not  tiiat  we  have  to  lament,  in  connexion  with  it,  the  mortally 
wounding  and  subsequent  death  of  Oaptaiu  Greene,  forty-ninth  Ohio  volunteei's, 
picket  officer  of  the  first  brigade,  tliird  division.  When  our  pickets  along  a 
part  of  the  front  of  his  brigade  weva  driven  back,  he  rushed  out,  with  all  the 
gallantry  and  enthusiasm  of  his  soldierly  character,  to  the  front,  and  his  orders 
and  the  infiaeuce  of  his  example  succeeded  in  driving  back  tiie  enemy.  While 
he  wafi  so  engaged  he  received  a  wound  in  the  abdomen,  from  which  he  died  in 
twenty-four  hours  afterwards.  His  gallant  spirit  winged  its  way  to  join  the 
hosDs  of  otliei-s  that  had  preceded  it,  victims  to  their  patriotic  devotion  to  their 
country,  No  further  effort  was  made  by  the  enemy,  so  long  as  our  force  occupied 
the  southern  bank  of  Duck  river,  to  mofest  us.  During  the  26th  an  intimation 
was  communicated  that  the  forces  would  evacaate  Columbia  and  pass  to  tlio 
northern  bank  of  the  river  that  night,  the  movement  to  be  commenced  just  after 
nightfall.  Preparations  were  made  accordingly,  but  just  after  dark  instructions 
were  distributed  that  the  troops  wonld  remain  in  position,  and  that  the  evacua- 
tion would  not  take  place  until  the  following  night,  the  27th. 

Sunday,  27th,  was  a  dark,  dreary,  and  cheerless  day.  An  occasional  picket 
skirmish  broke  the  dull  monotony  of  the  day.  The  trausportatiun  of  the  corps 
and  its  reserve  artillery  were  passed  to  the  north  bank  of  the  river  during  the 
day.  At  S  p.  m.  the  artillery  was  withdrawn  from  the  exterior  line  and  sent 
across  the  river.  At  7  p.  m,  the  infantry  of  the  corps  commenced  to  withdraw 
from  the  lines  and  prepare  to  cross  the  river.  The  third  division  led,  followed 
by  the  first,  then  tlie  second.  The  pickets  were  ordered  to  remain  in  position 
for  half  an  hour  after  the  most  advanced  division.  The  third  commenced  to 
withdraw,  then  to  retire  qwietly  to  the  exterior  line  of  works,  where  th«y  were 
to  remain  for  an  hour,  then  to  withdraw  to  the  interior  line,  where  they  were  to 
remain  till  midnight,  or  later,  should  the  passage  of  the  troops  over  the  river 
not  warrant  their  crossing  at  that  hour.  The  whole  operatioa  was  accomplished 
as  directed.  The  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  interrupt  the  movement.  After 
crossing  the  river  the  troops  bivouacked  till  daylight.  The  passage  of  the  river 
had  been  made  about  two  miles  below  the  town.  After  the  passage  was  com- 
pleted, all  tlie  bridges  were  destroyed.  Shortly  after  daylight  of  the  28th  the 
corps  moved  up  the  river  and  took  position  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  river 
should  the  enemy  attempt  to  cross  it  near  the  town.  Intrenchments  were  at 
once  thrown  up,  and  pickets  and  outposts  were  jndicionsly  disposed  to  give  an 
eai-Iy  intimation  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Near  nightfall  of  the  28  th  some 
evidences  were  received  tbat  the  enemy  was  crossing  the  river,  some  four  miles 
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aliove  owe  left.  By  daylight,  on  the  inoniiiig  of  the  2£)tli,  these  evidences  were 
so  far  strengthened  as  to  require  immediate  and  vigorous  action  to  prevent  our 
being  flanked  and  turned.  A  brigade,  the  second  of  the  third  division,  Oolone! 
Post,  fifty-ninth  lOinois,  commanoing,  was  ordered  to  make  a  recotinoiesanoe 
eastward  and  up  the  river  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  with  instme- 
tione  to  import  frequently  during  the  day  the  result  of  his  observations ;  and  fnr- 
tber,  if  the  enemy,  after  croseing,  should  turn  westward  at  once,  with  a  Tiew  to 
attacking  our  !eit  flank  in  the  position  we  then  occupied,  to  hold  him  in  check 
as  long  as  possible,  by  retreating  slowly,  and  contesting  the  ground  stubbornly. 
Orders  were  also  issned  for  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  the  4th  corps,  with 
all  the  baggage  and  other  trains  of  the  entire  force  present  and  all  the  reserve 
artillery  to  cominence  moving  to  the  rear  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  29£h.  At  the  ap- 
pointed hour  the  movement  was  begun,  bat  to  check  any  immediate  movement 
of  the  enemy  to  the  left,  after  crossing  the  river,  the  first  division  was  stopped 
on  the  hills  on  the  south  bank  of  Kutherford's  creek.  'I'his  stream  is  an  affluent 
of  Duck  river,  and  is  crossed  by  the  turnpike  road  to  Frankliii,  abont  four  miles 
north  of  Columbia.  Frequent  reports  were  received  from  Colonel  Post  during 
the  day,  which  were  duly  reported  to  Majiu'  Greneral  Schofield,  commanding  the 
forces  present,  showing  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  river  in  force,  and  was 
moving  northward  and  parallel  with  the  Columbia  and  Franklin  pikes  with  trains, 
&c.  The  second  division  of  the  4th  corps  moved  up  the  Franklin  pike  aa  a 
convoy  to  the  trains  and  reserve  artillery  of  the  forces,  and  amved  at  Spring 
Hill,  a  small  village  about  twelve  miles  north  of  Columbia,  At  12.30  p  m.,  as 
the  head  of  the  division  approached  the  village,  it  was  perceived  that  a  regiment 
of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  previously  stationed  in  that  vicinity,  and  which 
had  deployed  fast  of  the  road,  were  being  forced  back  on  the  town.  The  first 
brigade  second  division.  Colonel  Opdyke,  was  immediately  deployed  into  order 
of  battle  east  of  the  road,  to  check  the  enemy,  which,  as  hia  force  was  cavalry, 
was  easily  done.  So  soon  as  this  was  done  the  division  was  disposed  so  as  to 
cover  the  passage  of  the  trains,  and  the  resei-ve  artilleiy  by  the  village.  Opdyke's 
brigade  was  pushed  northward  with  its  left  resting  on  the  turnpike  road;  Colo- 
nel Lane's  brigade  was  formed  in  the  centre,  and  Brigadier  General  Bradley's 
brigade  was  foi-med  on  the  right,  with  its  right  slightly  refused,  but  not  suffi- 
cient to  rest  on  the  road.  Skirmishing  was  kept  up  during  the  afternoon,  without, 
however,  serious  result,  till  4.30  p.  to.  Then  the  enemy  appeared  in  fi'ont,  and 
on  the  flank  of  Bradley's  brigade  with  a  strong  infantry  force,  (it  was  Olebnrn's 
division,  Cheatham's  corps,)  and  made  a  vigorous  attack.  Aa  Bradley's  brigade 
was  heavily  outflanked  while  pressed  in  ii-ont,  it  was  forced  from  its  position, 
and  its  right  doubled  back  on  the  road  and  into  the'  village.  A  few  prisoners 
were  captured  from  us,  including  the  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the  brigade, 
but  the  heaviest  loss  was  in  the  serious  wounding  of  the  gallant  brigade  com- 
mander, Brigadier  Cenerai  L,  P.  Bradley.  While  nobly  attempting  to  stay  his 
brigade,  under  the  tremendous  assault  which  was  then  being  made  on  it,  be  re- 
ceived a  serious  wound,  (foitunately  for  the  country  and  the  military  service,  it 
was  only  a  flesh  WQjind,)  which  compelled  him  to  relinquish  command  of  his 
brigade  and  leave  the  field.  He  was  succeeded  in  command  by  that  gallant 
soldier  and  useful  ofiicer.  Colonel  Joseph  Conrad,  fifteenth  Wisconsin  volunteers. 
Fortunately  the  enemy  did  not  press  ibe  success  he  had  gained.  The  casualties 
of  the  second  division  amounted  to  some  three  htindred  and  fifty  killed  and 
wounded.  The  im.mense  trains  and  reserve  artillery  were  parked  in  the  village 
of  Spring  Hill  and  protected  by  the  second  division,  crescent-shaped,  with  its 
convexity  eastward,  and  its  flanks  resting  on  the  road.  The  division  maintained 
its  defensive  position.  The_euemy,  encamped  a  short  distance  only  from  the 
division,  did  not  renew  the  attack.  At  7  p.  m.  the  movement  of  withdrawing 
from  the  north  bank  of  Duck  river  was  commenced.  Uox's  division  of  the  23d 
corps  led  off.    It  was  followed  by  the  third  division  of  the  4th  corps,  and  lastly 
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came  up  the  first  dtviaion  of  the  4th  corps,  and  covered  the  retieat  to  Spring 
Hill.  The  movement  to  Spring  HiU  was  protracted  and  mach  drawn  out  by 
the  delay  in  Itutherfoi-d's  creek.  By  some  unfortunate  oversight  no  sufficient 
bridge  had  been  constructed,  and  the  troops  arnving  at  it  in  the  night  wore  much 
delayed  in  croaaing  it.  After  the  firet  division,  followed  the  pickets.  The  head 
of  the  third  division  airivtd  at  Spring  Hill  about  midnight,  passed  rapidly  and 
silently  through  the  village  and  took  post  about  a  mile  north  of  it,  forming  parallel  to 
the  road  aadeast  of  it.  Theobject  of  this  disposition  was  tocover  the  movement  of 
the  trains  out  of  Spring  Hill  and  toward  Franklin.  Oox's  division,  of  the  23d 
corps,  had  already  moved  on  towstrds  Franklin  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  trains 
were  drawn  out  of  pai'k  and  pushed  towards  Eraakfin.  While  this  work  was  in 
progress  the  first  division  came  up,  passed  rapidly  through  Spring  Hill,  and  moved 
on  as  a  convoy  to  the  trains.  It  was  necessary  to  move  tlie  troops  rapidly  and 
silently  through  Spring  Hill  to  avoid  a  night  attack  from  an  entire  corps  of  four 
divisions,  (Cheatham's,)  which  lay  encamped  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the 
road.  The  efllect  of  a  night  attack  on  a  column  m  route  would  have  been,  beyond 
doubt,  most  disastrous.  The  emban'assment  of  the  situation  was  greatly  increased 
by  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  wagons,  artillery  carriages,  &c.,  which  had 
to  be  protected  and  quietly  withdrawn.  By  5  a.  m.  of  the  SOtli  the  whole  of  the 
trains  had  been  put  on  the  road,  and  the  rear  had  passed  a  mUe  north  of  Spring 
HiU.  The  third  division  then  moved  out,  marching  east  of  the  road  a  short 
distance,  and  parallel  to  it,  as  a  cover  to  the  train.  The  second  division  fol- 
lowed the  third.  A  few  miles  north  of  Spring  Hill,  just  before  the  dawn,  the  rebel 
cavalry  made  a  dash  at  the  train,  but  was  promptly  repulsed  by  a  part  of  the 
division.  The  march  was  continued  without  further  interruption  till  about  7  a. 
m.,  when  the  rebel  cavalry  made  a  second  dash  at  the  train,  but  was  again 
quickly  repulsed  by  two  regiments  of  the  third  division,  deployed  as  skirmish- 
erg,  aided  by  a  section  of  artiUery.  Without  further  interruption  the  command 
continued  its  mai-ch  to  the  vicinity  of  Franklin.  Much  credit  is  due  to  Oolonel 
Opdyke,  whose  brigade  brought  np  the  rear,  for  the  energetic  meaeurea  he 
adopted  and  carried  out  to  get  forward  the  greatly  fatigued  and  womout  men 
of  the  entire  command.  But  for  these  judicious  measures  many  weary  avid  sore- 
footed  soldiers  would  inevitably  have  fallun  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Ref- 
erence is  made  to  Ooloael  Opdyke's  report  for  more  minute  details.  On  arriv- 
ing at  Franklin  the  S3d  eoi-ps  bad  takeo  position  in  the  suburbs  of  the  village, 
with  its  left  resting  on  the  river,  above  the  town,  and  its  right  extending 
across  and  west  of  the  turnpike  i-oad.  The  first  division  of  the  4th  corps 
(Kimball's)  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  23d  corps,  with  its  right  flank 
resting  on  the  river,  below  the  town.  Intrenchmeats  were  at  once  thrown, 
up  by  the  33d  corps  and  Kimbail's  division  of  the  4th  corps.  The  tliird 
division  of  the  4th  corps  arrived  next,  and  was  ordered  to  cross  the  river  and 
take  post  on  the  north  side;  this  was  done.  Wagner's,  the  second  division, 
which  was  marching  in  rear,  was  ordered  to  halt  on  a  range  of  bills  nearly  two 
miles  south  of  the  town,  and  depioy  his  command  to  hold  the  eaemy  in  check 
should  he  attempt  to  press  us.  In  the  mean  time  the  transportation  was  being 
passed  rapidly  across  the  river.  At  12  m.  Greueral  Wagner  reported  the  appear- 
ance of  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  in  his  front,  and  later  he  reported  that  the  enemy 
was  evidently  making  preparations  to  attack  him  in  force.  The  position  Gene- 
ral Wagner  then  hyld  was  entirely  too  extensive  to  be  covered  by  one  division, 
and,  as  the  country  was  open  on  both  flanks,  and  favorable  for  the  movement 
of  troops,  the  position  could  be  readily  flanked.  Hence  General  Wagner  very 
judiciously  determined  to  retire  his  command  nearer  to  the  town.  He  posted 
his  two  brigades  (Conrad's  and  Lane's)  across  the  pike,  with  their  flanks  slightly 
refused,  about  a  third  of  a  mile  south  of  the  intrenched  position  of  the  23d  corps ; 
the  other  brigade  (Opdyke's)  was  sent  inside  of  our  main  works — a  most 
tortnaate   disposition   of   hie   brigade,   as   the    setiuel  of    this   narrative   will 
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show.  Conrad's  aud  Lane's  brigades  Laatily  threw  np  wide  barricades 
to  protect  tliemsulvea  from  the  eomiog  stoim.  Their  ordera  were  to  maintain 
their  position  as  long  aa  it  could  he  done  without  becoming'  severely  engaged, 
and  tlien  retire  on  the  main  line.  At  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  vigorous  attack 
on  the  front  of  these  two  advanced  hi-igades,  threatening,  at  the  same  time,  their 
flaoks  with  strong  columns.  Unwilling  to  ahandon  their  position  so  long  as 
there  was  any  probability  of  maintaining  it,  uufortanately  the  gallant  command- 
ers lemained  in  front  too  long',  and,  as  a  consequence,  when  they  did  retire 
thi>y  wei'e  followed  eo  closely  by  the  enemy  as  to  enter  the  works  through  the 
break  which  had  beeu  caused  by  h  bu  or  them  of  the  retiring  brigade. 
The  enemy  had  come  on  with  a  e  hie  dasl  had  entered  onv  in  trench  menta, 
and  victory  seemed  almost  witbi  h  a>p  Onr  line  had  been  broken  in  the 
centre,  two  four-gun  batteries  h  d  fall  n  to  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  aod  it 
seemed  that  it  was  only  neceasaiy  f  h  m  p  ess  the  advantage  he  had  gained 
to  complete  !iia  success.     But  at    h  al  m  ment  the  gaUant,  prompt,  and 

ready  Opdyko  was  at  baud,  eal!  n  to  h  m  n  n  a  stentorian  tone  "Forward  to 
the  lines,"  aud  adding  example  mmand    he,  with  his  bold  brigade,  with 

lowered  bayonets,  rushed  forwnid  b  e  h  ex  Itant  enemy  back  over  our  in- 
trench men  ts,  recovered  the  lost  un  nd  ap  u  ed  near  four  hundred  prisoners, 
[But  this  reverse  did  not  seem  to  discourage  the  eni^my;  it  seemed  ralhoe  to  add 
to  his  detenniuation  and  increase  the  vigor  of  his  assaults.  On,  on  he  came, 
mntii  he  had  made  four  distinct  assaults,  each  time  to  be  hurled  back  with  heavy 
.loss.  So  vigorous  and  Herce  were  these  assaults  that  the  enemy  reached  the  ex- 
terior slope  of  the  rude  iiil:renchmentB,  and  hand-to-hand  encounters  occurred 
'between  the  enraged  combatants  across  the  works,  and  between  the  assaults 
the  work  of  death  was  not  stopped.  The  undulations  of  the  grounds  are  such  as 
Tto  afford  good  protection  to  an  attacking  force.  Under  this  cover  the  enemy 
.pressed  sharpshooters  as  near  our  lines  as  possible,  and  kept  up  a  most  galling 
;fire.  While  these  vigorous  attacks  were  being  made  on  our  centre  and  left,  the 
right  head,  by  Kimball's  divison,  also  fiercely  attacked  thi-ee  times,  all  of  which  as- 
iSauIts  were  handsomely  repulsed  with  comparatively  slight  loss  to  us,  but  with 
ten'ifio  slaughter  of  the  enemy.  At  no  time  did  the  enemy  gain  any  advantage 
'On  tliis  part  of  our  lines.  As  night  approached  the  enemy  desisted  from  hra 
;fierce  assaults,  and  his  offensive  efforts  degenerated  into  a  sharp  skirmish  fire. 
Thus  terminated  one  of  the  fiercest,  best  contested,  most  vigorously  sustained 
passages-at-arms  which  have  occurred  in  this  war.  I  am  sure  it  will  he  no  ex- 
aggeration to  estimate  the  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  captured, 
at  6,000.     His  loss,  as  attested  by  the  despatches  of  his  commanding  general,  was 

particularly  heavy  in  general  officers — not  less  than ■ killed, 

wounded,  and  captured.     After  the  conflict  was  over  the  ground  was  thickly 

■  Btrewn  with  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded.  Our  captares  amounted  to 
■21  battle-flags  and  stands  of  colors,  11  swordaand  sabres,  and  618  prisou- 

■  ers,  including  46  officers.  Our  casualties  amounted  to  5  officers  killed,  37 
wounded,  and  14  missing.  Enlisted  men  killed,  68;  wounded,  570;  miss- 
ing, 6B0;  total  casualties,  1,368.  for  more  minute  detaila  of  this  inter- 
esting contest  I  must  refer  to  the  reports  of  division  and  brigade  command- 
ers, herewith  forwarded.  They  will  well  repay  perusal.  The  highest  com- 
mendation is  duo  to  Brigadier  Generals  Kimball  and  Wagner,  commanding 
first  and  second  divisions  of  the  4th  coi-ps,  for  the  skilful  manner  in  which  they 
handled  their  commands,  and  for  personal  gallantry  displayed  in  trying  positions. 
The  division  commanders  unite  in  high  terms  of  praise  of  the  good  conduct  of 
their  brigade  commanders,  and  the  latter  of  the  soldierly  conduct  of  their  regi- 
mental commanders.  Among  so  many  who  not  only  did  their  duty  well  btit 
nobly  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate  individual  officers  or  men  for  special  mention ; 
but  I  am  sure  it  will  not  be  deemed  invidious  if  I  signalize  Colonel  Emerson 
Opdyke,  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Ohio  volunteers,  commanding  the  first 
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bngade,  secoud  diviaion,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gf.  W,  Smith,  eigliEy-eiglitli  Illi- 
nois, commanding  bis  regiment  in  Opdyke'e  brigade,  whose  good  foitune  it  was,  on 
this  blood-stained  day,  the  30th  Novembei-,  1864,  to  render  the  moat  important 
and  distinguished  service.  The  artillery  waa  splendidly  served,  and  made  ter- 
rible havoc  in  the  enemy's  I'anks  both  as  he  advanced  and  refired.  The  officers 
and  men  of  the  batteries  are  entitled  to  the  highest  praise  for  their  good  con- 
duct. When  the  enemy  had  temporarily  broken  centre,  Majoi'  General  Scho- 
field,  commanding  the  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Franklin,  under  the  apprehension 
that  our  forces  engaged  on  the  sowth  side  of  the  river  might  be  compelled  to 
pass  to  the  north  side,  ordered  the  following  disposition,  which  was  made,  of  the 
thii'd  division,  then  in  I'eserve,  of  the  4th  corps,  with  a  view  to  cover  the  with- 
drawal of  our  troops,  should  it  become  necessary.  Beatty's  brigade  was  deployed 
on  tlienorthbankof  the  river  above  the  town,  Streight' a  brigade  along  the  bank  of 
the  river  immediately  opposite  the  town,  and  Poet's  brigade  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
below  the  town.  Fortunately  the  exigency  for  which  thia  disposition  was  made 
did  not  occur  in  the  progress  of  the  contest,  but  these  brigades  retwued  their 
positions  to  cover  the  withdrawal  at  night,  which  had  been  ordered  before  the 
occurieoce  of  the  attack.  To  prepare  for  the  withdrawal  and  retirement 
towards  ^Nashville,  the  trains  were  started  before  nightfall  of  the  30th.  At  mid- 
night the  troops  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  began  to  withdraw  fronx  the  lines 
and  pass  to  the  north  side  of  the  stream.  Thia  work  was  rapidly  and  success- 
fullsy  accomplished.  The  enemy  probably  suspected  what  was  going  on,  but 
did  not  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  movemeuts.  The  third  division  of  the 
4th  corps  had  been  designated  to  move  in  rear  and  cover  the  retrograde  move- 
ments. By  3  a.  m.  of  the  1st  December  all  the  troops  had  been  withdrawn  from 
the  south  side  of  the  river  and  the  bridges  were  fired.  So  soon  as  the  conflagra- 
tion waa  so  far  advanced  as  to  insare  its  being  complete  the  third  division  com- 
menced to  withdraw,  and  by  4  a.  m.  the  whole  of  it  was  on  the  road.  As  the 
fiames  rose  from  the  bridges  and  communicated  fully  to  the  enemy  our  move- 
ment-s,  he  opened  a  heavy  cannonade,  which  fortunately  did  no  injury,  and  was 
soon  suspended.  Otherwise  the  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  molest  u3.  The  rear 
of  the  command  reached  Brentwood,  nine  miles  north  of  Franklin,  at  9ja.  m. 
There  the  command  was  halted  an  hour  to  allow  the  men  to  cook  hrealtfast. 
Between  10  and  11  o'clock  the  march  waa  resumed,  and  the  rear  of  the  troops 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Nashville  at  1  p.  m.  The  corps  waa  reported  to  Major 
General  Thomas,  commanding  the  forces,  and  by  him  the  position  designated 
which  it  occupied  from  that  date  to  the  15th  of  December,  when  offensive  opera- 
tions were  commenced.  In  conclusion  it  is  proper  that  I  should  remark  that 
during  the  operations  briefly  sketched  in  this  report  the  coi'ps  was  commanded 
by  Major  General  Stanley.  He  was  wounded  in  the  battle  at  JVaaklin,  and 
was  compelled  by  the  casualty  to  relinquish  command  of  the  corps  before  he 
could  submit  a  report  of  its  operations ;  hence  the  duty  has  devolved  on  me. 
I  am,  general,  very  i-especlfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

THOMAS  J.  WOOD, 
Brigadier  Geaeral  U.  S.  V.,  Coinmunding. 
Brigadier  General  TV.  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquahteks  Detachment  Army  of  the-TeiVnessee, 

Eastport,  Mississippi,  January  10,  186S. 
GenGb.^l:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command    from 
the  date  of  their  arrival  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Major 
General  William  T.  Sherman,  commanding  military  division  of  the  Mississippi, 
November  30,  1864,  to  the  present  date 
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Deljarking  the  first  and  tliitd  diviaiona  on  the  30th,  and  the  second  division 
■  on  tbe  lat'  of  Decemhei;,  on  the  lat,  by  youv  dii-ection,  the  command  was 
placed  in  line  of  batlle  for  defence  of  the  city  of  Nashville,  aa  follows :  The 
right  resting  on  the  Cumberland  river,  about  three  miles  from  the  city  in  a  direct 
line,  aitd  the  left  renting  on  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  in  a 
direct  line  from  the  city,  forming  a  line  of  three  miles  from  right  to  left, 
Breaatworte,  strong  enough  to  protect  the  men  from  either  artillery  or  musketry, 
were  immediately  constructed  by  the  troops  along  the  whole  line.  The  command 
not  being  sufficiently  strong  to  foi-m  a  continuoua  froat  line  and  still  have  any 
troops  for  a  reserve,  with  your  consent,  one  brigade  waa  withdrawn  from  the 
worka  on  the  left  and  placed  in  rear  of  the  ieit  centre,  immediately  on  the  right 
of  Harding  pike,  to  be  used  as  circnmatances  might  requii'e,  their  works  on  the 
left  being  occupied  by  a  division  of  the  4th  corps,  which  had  then  arrived. 
The  enemy  made  hia  appearance  on  the  evening  of  the  2d,  and  took  position 
beyond  artillery  range  in  my  froat,  which  respectful  distance  was  retained 
throughout  the  siege,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  picket  post  or  reconnoi- 
tring party.  Until  the  14th  of  December  the  troops  were  employed  in  strength- 
ening tlie  works,  and  some  slight  skirmishing.  A  apirited  dash  made  by  sixty  of 
onr  cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Blackburn,  of  a  Tennessee 
regiment,  in  which  some  few  prisoners  were  captured  from  the  enemy,  and 
desultory  artillery  firing  at  long  range  at  smail  parries  of  the  enemy,  were  ail 
that  occurred  in  my  front.  In  the  mean  time  transportation  was  obtained, 
ammunition  and  commissary  stores  loaded,  and  everything  placed  in  readiness  to 
move  at  an  hour's  notice. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  orders  were  received  to  move  outside  the  works 
early  the  next  morning,  and  form  on  or  near  the  Harding  pike,  the  left  connecting 
with  the  right  of  the  4th  corps,  the  cavalry  passing  behind  and  forming  on  my 
right,  the  whole  to  wheel  to  the  left,  with  the  4th  corps  as  a  pivot,  and  make  a 
vigorous  assault  upon  the  enemy's  left.  This  movement  was  commenced  by 
my  command  at  6  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  Ifith.  The  second  division.  Brigadier 
General  K,  Garrard  commanding,  moved  out  on  the  Harding  pike,  and  then 
moving  by  the  left  flanks  until  he  connected  with  the  4th  corps  forming  my  left. 
The  iirst  division,  Brigadier  Greneral  J,  MeArthur  commanding,  moving  out 
next  by  the  Harding  and  Charlotte  pike,  formed  on  the  right  of  the  second 
division.  The  third  diviaion,  Colonel  I.  B,  Moore,  thirty-third  Wisconsin 
infantry  volnnteers,  commanding,  moved  out  by  the  Harding  pike,  formed  in 
rear  of  the  centre  to  act  as  a  reaerve  to  either  flank.  The  first  and  second 
brigades  of  General  McArthni's,  which  moved  out  by  the  Charlotte  pike,  owing 
to  the  roada  diverging  widely,  and  the  stubboni  i-esistauce  of  the  enemy's 
skirmiabera,  be  having  to  silence  one  battery,  did  not  connect  with  the  main 
line  until  nearly  half  past  eight.  The  cavalry  then  passed  to  our  right,  and  the 
movement  began  about  10  a.  m.,  our  orders  being  to  touch  to  the  left  and  guide 
right.  Throwing  out  a  strong  skirmish  line  they  became  almost  immediately 
engaged  with  the  enemy's  akirmishera,  driving  them  back  easily,  and  the  line 
advancirg  and  wheeling  gradually,  assumed  a  position  almost  parallel  with  the 
Harding  pike.  Pressing  forward  we  came  to  the  first  works  of  the  enemy, 
about  half  a  mile  south  of  the  Hardiug  pike,  and  one  and  a  half  mile  from  the 
main  line  of  works  around  Nashville,  a  small  earthwork  on  the  top  of  a  hOl,  in 
which  were  four  IS-poander  brass  guns,  the  fort  covered  by  another  on  a  hill 
about  four  hundred  yards  west,  in  which  were  two  12-pounder  brass  guns.  Four 
batteries  opened  on  tlie  first  fort,  soon  silencing  their  guns,  and  General  MeArthur 
directed  to  take  two  brigades  and  carry  the  works  by  assault.  Placing  the  first 
brigade,  Colonel  N.  L.  McMillen,  in  advance,  supported  by  the  second.  Colonel 
L.  F.  Hubbard  commanding,  the  work  was  carried  at  a  run.  The  cavalry  on 
our  right  at  the  same  time  charging  directly  under  the  guns  of  the  rear  fort  on 
the  hill,  entered  the  rear  fort  simultaneously  with  our  ekirmishera;  the  guns  in 
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tlie  fovt  were  all  captured,  and  about  loO  prisoners.  The  cavalry  claimed  the 
guna  as  their  capture,  and  more  for  tbeir  gallant  charge  than  because  they  were 
entitled  to  the  pieces,  they  were  conceded  to  them.  The  first  and  second 
brigades  of  McArtbur's  division,  obliquing  to  the  right  without  stopping,  carried 
the  second  fort,  eaptwring  the  two  guns  and  about  two  hundred  prieonera;  the 
first  brigade  moving  directly  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  second  brigade  flanking 
it  on  the  left.  During  the  assault  upon  the  two  forta  the  33d  corps  passed  in 
my  rear  by  the  flank  to  my  right,  and  by  the  time  the  forts  were  taken  had 
formed  on  my  right.  Advancing  Colonel  Ward's  brigade  of  the  third  division 
to  fill  the  gap  caused  by  the  oblique  movement  of  Colonels  McMillen's  and 
Hubbard's  brigades  in  the  charge  of  the  second  fort  upon  the  hill,  the  line 
again  advanced,  skii-mishing  heavily  along  its  whole  extent.  A  small  earthwork 
eoataintug  two  guns,  on  a  hill  in  front  of  Colonel  Hill's  brigade,  of  MeArthur'a 
division,  was  carried  by  that  brigade  in  gallant  style,  capturing  the  guns  and 
many  prisoners,  the  skirmishers  from  the  second  division  entering  at  the  same 
time  ftoai  the  east.  On  entering  this  work.  Colonel  S.  G,  Hill,  thicty-fifth 
Iowa  infantry,  commanding  tliird  brigade,  first  division,  was  unfortunately 
sti-uck  in  the  forehead  by  a  musket  ball,  and  died  almost  immediately;  in 
consequence  the  guns  and  prisoaei-s  were  not  properly  taken  care  of  and  turned 
over,  but  were  taken  possession  of  by  other  troops,  and  tlie  brigade  did  not  get 
the  credit  which  it  fully  deserves.  At  the  same  time  Colonel  E.  H.  Wolfe's 
third  brigade,  of  the  second  division,  crossed  the  Hiilshoro'  pike  and  cai-ried  the 
earthworks  on  the  hili  immediately  to  the  left  of  that  pike,  capturing  two  guns 
in  the  fort  and  one  move  a  short  distance  from  it,  which  the  enemy  were 
endeavoring  to  take  away.  At  the  time  tKeae  last  two  assaults  were  made, 
which  were  almost  perpendicular  to  the  Hiilshoro'  pike,  the  4th  corps  charged, 
parallel  with  the  pike,  IJieir  works  in  their  front,  thereby  crowding  out  the  first 
and  second  brigades  of  the  seeond  division,  the  enemy's  works  at  tliat  point 
making  nearly  a  right  angle,  with  the  salient  angle  in  front  of  the  right  or  the 
4th  corps  and  the  left  of  my  command.  I  therefore  passed  the  first  and  second 
brigades,  second  division,  by  the  right  flank  to  the  right  and  rear  of  third 
bi'igade,  same  division,  and  directed  them  to  form  on  the  right  of  that  brigade. 
The  4th  corps  also  took  possession  of  the  guns  passed  over  hy  Colonel  Wolfe. 
la  the  mean  time  the  first  division  and  the  brigade  of  the  third,  advancing  on 
the  right,  drove  the  enemy  across  the  Hiilshoro'  pike,  dislodging  them  from  the 
stone  wall  on  either  side,  capturing  two  pieces  of  artillery,  a  large  number  of 
prisoners,  and  about  one  thousand  (1,000)  muskets.  Night  coming  on,  the  troops 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle.  During  the  night  a  request  coming  from  GeaeriJ 
Schofield,  commanding  23d  corps,  for  re-enforcemeuts,  I  sent  him  the  third 
division.  Colonel  I.  B.  Moore  commanding,  jnst  before  daylight.  On  the  morning 
of  the  16th,  advancing  my  line  in  the  same  order  as  on  the  previous  day,  the  first 
on  the  right  and  the  second  division  on  the  left,  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy 
had  taken  position  at  the  base  of  a  eliain  of  hills,  called  the  Brentwood  hills, 
wiih  a  front  nearly  perpendicular  to  onr  lines,  and  had  strongly  intrenched 
themselves  by  throwing  up  breastworks  and  massing  artillery  in  every  avail- 
able position.  Changing  my  front  by  a  half  wheel,  by  brigades,  the  command 
moved  slowly  in  echelon  from  the  right,  so  as  not  to  break  counexious  with 
the  4th  corps,  and  took  a  position  directly  in  front  of  the  enemy,  at  a  distance 
ofahontBixhundredyard3,myrightrestirigattheba9eof  ahill,  onthetopof  which 
waa  the  enemy's  left,  and  my  line  being  the  whole  front,  of  the  two  divisions, 
extending  about  one  mile.  "The  enemy  opening  a  heavy  artillery  fire  upon  my 
brigades  as  they  went  into  position,  all  the  batteri^  of  the  first  and  second 
divisions,  six  in  number,  were  brought  into  action  at  a  distance  of  about  eight 
hundred  yards,  and  after  a  fierce  cannonadinji;  of  about  two  hours,  succeeded  iii 
quieting  the  enemy's  guns  in  our  front.  The  23d  corps  was  on  my  right  in 
the  iutrenchments,  llirosvu  up  by  them  the  night  before,  and  nearly  at  right 
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angles  with  my  present  line.  Expecting  that  corpe  to  take  the  initiative,  as 
they  were  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  I  held  the  command  in  its  present  position, 
keeping  np  a  slow  artillery  fire,  at  their  lice,  without  eliciting  any  reply. 
About  1  o'clock  I  received  a  request  from  General  Schofield,  and  a  few 
minnteB  later  an  order  from  you  to  send  another  division  to  his  assistance,  he 
having  retained  the  one  sent  at  daylight  that  morning,  not  having  any  reserve, 
and  my  whole  line  being  immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  liable  to  be 
attacked  and  broken  at  any  point  wherever  a  brigade  should  be  withdrawn.  I 
therefore  sent  a  staff  ofScer  to  him  to  atate  the  condition  of  my  command,  and 
Ascertain  if  he  could  rot  get  along  without  the  division.  The  ofBcer  reported 
to  me  that  General  Schofield's  line  was  not  engaged,  and  upon  the  condition 
being  reported  to  him  that  he  said  he  did  not  need  the  additional  force,  con- 
sequently it  was.  not  sent.  About  3  o'clock  p.  m.  General  McArthur  sent  word 
that  he  could  cany  tbe  hill  on  his  i-ight  by  aseauh  Major  General  Thomas 
being  present,  the  matter  was  referred  to  hiro,  and  I  was  requested  to  delay  the 
movement  until  he  could  bear  from  General  Bchofield,  to  whom  he  had  aent. 
General  McArthw  not  receiving  any  reply,  and  fearing  if  the  attack  ahoi'ld 
he  longer  delayed  the  enemy  would  use  the  right  to  strengthen  his  works, 
directed  the  firet  brigade.  Colonel  N.  L.  McMilleu,  ninety-fifth  Ohio  infantry, 
commanding,  to  storm  the  hill  on  which  was  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line,  and 
the  second  and  third  brigades  of  the  division  to  attack  in  front,  when  the  first 
should  be  haJf  way  up  ihe  hill ;  accordingly  Colonel  McMillen  formed  hia  brig- 
ade in  two  lines,  with  the  one  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  infantry,  ninety- 
third  Indiana  infantry,  and  tenth  Minnesota  infantry  in  the  first,  and  the 
seventy  second  Ohio  and  ninety-fifth  Ohio  in  the  second  line,  and  gave  his  laen 
oideis  not  to  cheer  or  fire  a  shot  until  the  worka  should  be  gained.  Throwing 
cut  a  ttitng  party  of  akirmishera,  under  a  rapid  fire  from  them  and  his  artillery, 
he  commenced  the  assent.  He  had  no  sooner  fairly  commenced  his  movement 
than  the  second  brigade.  Colonel  L.  F.  Hubbard  commanding,  eager  in  emula- 
tion al'o  took  up  the  attack,  immediately  followed  the  third  brigade,  and  lastly 
the  aecond  division.  The  enemy  opened  with  a  fiercs  storm  of  shell,  canister, 
and  muiketiy,  sadly  decimating  the  lanka  of  many  regiments,  but  nothing 
save  annihilation  could  atop  the  onward  progreaa  of  that  line.  Sweeping  forward , 
the  light  of  the  line  up  the  hill,  and  the  left  through  mud  and  over  walls,  they 
grimed  the  enemy's  worka,  calKng  forth  the  remark,  from  one  of  their  genera 
officeri  that  "  powder  and  lead  were  inadequate  to  resist  such  a  charge."  The 
enpmy  wis  whipped,  broken,  and  demoralized.  Prisoners  were  taken  by  the 
reg  ment  and  artillery  by  batteries.  The  pursuit  waa  continued  until  dark, 
when  the  troopa  bivouacked  in  line.  In  this  one  charge  the  two  divisions 
captuied  twenty-seven  pieces  of  artillery,  complete ;  over  four  thousand  pris- 
oneni  among  whom  were  Major  Genei'al  Edward  S.  Johnson  and  Brigadier 
Geneiilt)  Jickaon  and  Smith;  twelve  stands  of  coloi-s ;  General  Johnson's 
headquaiter  wagons,  and  many  ammunition  and  baggage  wagons.  I  am  not 
able  to  gi7e  you  the  exact  number,  as  we  left  the  nest  morning,  in  pursuit,  with- 
out collecting  them,  leaving  them  to  he  taken  care  of  by  the  reserve  troops  in 
Hashville.  The  second  division  claim  that  they  captnred  four  more  guns  on 
the  left,  which  were  afterwards  taken  posaession  of  by  the  4th  corps,  but  as 
they  were  on  the  4th  corps'  line,  and  they  were  undoubtedly  asaiated  by  that 
corps  in  their  capture,  I  am  not  disposed  to  question  their  right  to  them.  I 
only  hope  there  may  always  he  the  same  ardent  desire  to  capture  from  a  dis- 
loyal enemy  his  means  and  munitions  of  war.  It  is  certainly  a  laudable  rivalry. 
The  thre*  guns,  however,  taken  by  Colonel  Wolfe  on  the  ISth  properly  belong 
to,  and  should  be  credited  to  him.  The  aom  total  of  the  capture  on  both  days 
is,  thirty-six  (36)  pieces  of  artillery;  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  (5,123)  prisoners,  among  whom  were  Major  General  Edward  S.  Johiij'on 
and    Brigadier   Generals  Jackson  and   Smith ;    aboat   six   thousand   (6,000) 


>y  Go  Ogle 


EEPORT    OF   MAJOR    GEN-EEA.L   THOMAS.  4C9 

stand  of  small-arms ;  sixteeo  (16)  battle-flags,  and  about  thii-ty  (30)  wagoua  of 
variotts  kinds.  Instances  of  iudividnal  merit  were  numerous.  Colonel  McMil- 
len  deserres  to  be  specially  mentioned  for  his  conduct  of  the  charge  of  tlie  sec- 
ond day.  Colonel  L.  F.  Hubbard,  5tb  Minnesota,  commanding  second  brigade, 
first  division,  bad  three  horaea  abot  under  him  on  the  16th  ;  going  into  action 
with  a  total  of  fotirteea  hnndred  and  twenty-one  (1,431)  MOskets  in  bis  brigade, 
Le  captured  over  8,000  prisoners,  9  piecee  of  artllJeiy,  and  7  atanda  of  colors, 
and  the  casualties  in  bis  brigade  number  315.  For  details  and  particulars,  I 
refer  you  to  the  reports  of  division  and  brigade  commanders,  herewith  enclosed. 
Enclose'',  also,  is  a  complete  list  of  casualties.  The  prisoners  and  artillery  were 
all  sent  tack  to  Nashville  to  be  turned  over  to  the  proper  officers  there.  The 
standf  of  colors  are  in  possession  of  the  ofSeers  and  men  who  captured  them, 
whieb  I  will  send  to  yon  with  a  list  of  the  names. 

On  the  17th,  in  compliance  with  orders,  my  command,  the  third  division  hav- 
ing joined  that  morning,  moved  out  on  the  Granny  White  pike,  abuut  four  miles, 
and  thence  south  to  the  Franklin  pike,  with  orders  to  fall  in  rear  of  the  4th 
corps.  From  thence  we  marched  via  Franklin,  Columbia,  Pulaski,  Lawrence- 
burg,  and  Waynesboro'  to  Oliiion,  and  from  thence  on  transports  to  this  place, 
without  anything  of  importance  occurring.  My  division  commanders  deserve 
much  credit  for  the  able  and  soldierly  manner  with  which  they  managed  their 
commands,  and  their  ready  and  hearty  co-operatioa  in  every  respect.  The 
third  division.  Colonel  J.  B.  Moore,  commanding,  only  needed  as  favorable  an 
opportunity  to  have  done  equally  aa  well  as  any  of  the  ti-oops  that  day  upon  the 
field ;  they  were  all  tried  soldiers  who  have  fought  many  a  battle  with  credit  and 
honor  to  themselves.  I  have  exceedingly  to  i-egret  the  loss  of  one  gallant  brig- 
ade eomnlander,  Colonel  B.  G.  Hill,  thirty-fifth  Iowa  infantry,  who  was  killed 
in  the  charge  on  the  15th.  Long  with  the  command,  be  has  endeared  himself 
to  every  member  of  the  brave  and  courteous ;  the  service  baa  loat  a  gallant  offi- 
cer, and  society  a  gentleman,  by  hia  untimely  death. 

The  officera  of  my  staff,  each  and  all,  deserve  especial  credit  for  their  peraonal 
services,  both  on  the  field  and  in  their  respective  departments.  They  rendered 
invaluable  aid  on  the,  field  by  their  activity  and  discrimination,  and  their  acute 
perception  of  the  weak  points,  and  the  proper  time  and  moment  for  executing 
the  different  movements  with  whieb  they  were  charged. 

In  the  supply  department  everything  move  with  a  prompt  energy  and  relia- 
bUity  that  gave  an  addilional  impulse  forward  to  each  officer  and  man, 
i  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SMITH,  Major  General, 

Brigadier  General  Wm.  D.  WHrppLE, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 


Headquarters  Cavalhy  Corps  Military  Division  Missbstppi,  ,-. 
Gravelly  Springs,  Ala.,  February  1,  1865. 

Grkbral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  of 
the  cavalry  corps  military  division  of  the  Miasissippi,  from  the  date  of  its 
organization,  October  24, 1864,  to  the  present  time.  Having  been  relieved  from 
iJie  command  of  the  third  division  cavalry  corps,  army  of  the  Potomac,  on  the 
lat  day  of  October,  1864,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  command  of  the  cavalry 
forces  in  the  armies  operating  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Sherman,  I 
proceeded  to  join  him  in  the  field  without  delay.  I  arrived  at  Gaylesville, 
Alabama,  (where  the  army  was  i-eating  after  its  pursuit  of  Genera!  Hood,)  on 
the  23d  October. 

On  the  24th  of  October  I  was  aasigued,  by  order  of  General  Sherman,  to  duty 
as  chief  of  cavalry,  and  commanding  officer  of  all  the  cavalry  in  the  military 
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division  of  tlie  MiBsisaippi.  By  the  same  order  tlie  mounted  forces  of  the  armies 
of  the  Ohio,  the  Cumberland,  and  the  Tennessee  were  detached  from  those 
armies,  constituted  one  command,  and  designsted  the  cavalry  corps  of  the  mili- 
tary division  of  Mississippi.  Upon  investigatioa,  I  fouad  that  the  cavalry  aerv- 
iQg  with  the  army  of  the  Ohio  couslsted  of  one  organized  division,  (Stoneraan'e,) 
nearly  all  dismounted ;  one  brigade,  under  Colonel  Capron,  sent  to  LouisvilU;, 
Kentucky,  for  remount;  the  other  under  Colonel  Israel  Garrard,  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Besides  this  division  there  were  five  or  six  regimeats  of  good  cavalry, 
and  a  division  of  one-year  mounted  infantry,  in  Kentuclty  and  East  Tennessee. 
This  force  being  for  local  defence,  however,  was  not  detached,  and  therefore 
foiTued  no  part  of  tlie  cavalry  corps,  I  found  the  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland  organized  into  four  divisions,  three  of  which  were  composed  of  foar 
regiments  from  the  northwestern  States,  well  organized  and  efficiently  commanded 
respectively  hj  Brigadier  Generals  McCook,  Garrard,  and  Kilpatrick,  and  having 
done  very  hard  service  during  the  Atlanta  campaign.  The  fourth  division  con- 
sisted eutirely  of  Tennessee  regiments,  serving  in  Tennessee.  The  cavalry  of 
tlie  army  of  the  Tennessee  had  been  organized  into  two  divisions,  by  order  of 
Jiajor  General  Howard,  commanded  respectively  by  Brigadier  General  Hatch, 
United  States  volunteers,  and  Colonel  Winslow,  fourth  Ohio  cavalry ;  both  were 
at  that  time  serving  in  West  Tennessea  The  divisions  contained  from  six  to 
ten  regiments,  organized  into  three  brigades  each.  In  the  new  organizations 
the  four  divisions  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  were  the  first,  second,  third 
and  seventh  ;  the  two  divisions  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  were  designate<l, 
respectively,  fifth  and  fourth,  and  the  division  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio  the  sixth 
division.  The  Tennessee  ti'oops  were  divided  among  the  other  divisions,  so  as  to 
intermix  them  with  troops  from  other  States.  From  the  lack  of  general  and 
stafF  officers  to  simplify  organization,  and  to  counteract  a  tendency  to  use  the 
third  brigades  as  reserves,  each  division  was  organized  into  two  brigades,  except 
the  sisth,  which,  for  special  reasons,  was  allowed  thi'ee.  The  chiefs  of  cavalry 
of  the  difierent  departments  were  relieved  from  duty  and  directed  to  report  to 
their  commanding  generals  for  assignments.  In  pursuance  of  General  Sherman's 
instructions,  measures  were  at  once  taken  to  collect,  reorganize,  remount,  and 
bring  into  the  field  the  largest  possible  force  of  cavalry;  in  order  that  he  might 
have  Bucli  a  preponderance  in  that  arm  as  would  enable  him  to  throw  the  enemy 
on  the  defensive,  while,  with  his  infantry,  he  could  march  to  tbe  sea-coast  unmo- 
lested. It  was  thought  that  if  Hood  followed  him,  instead  of  crossing  the  Ten- 
nessee river  into  Tennessee,  in  a  short  time  my  entire  cavalry  force  could  bo 
put  upon  a  footing  to  harass  and  annoy  him  beyond  endurance.  With  this  in 
view,  GSenerai  Hatch  was  ordered  to  march  with  the  fifth  division  from  Clifton, 
Tennessee,  by  the  most  direct  route  to  Rome,  Georgia ;  Brigadier  General 
Grierson  was  designated  as  the  commander  of  the  fouitli  division,  and  directed 
to  assemble  as  much  of  it  as  possible,  put  it  in  a  thorough  condition,  and  be 
ready  to  march,  when  orders  shonld  be  sent  him,  through  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
and' Georgia,  and  join  the  army  of  General  Sherman.  It  soon,  however,  became 
apparent  that  Hood  would  march  north,  instead  of  following  General  Sherman, 
and  that  operations  would  be  precipitated  upon  us  before  the  cavalry  forces 
could  be  organized.  A  reconnoisaance  by  General  Garrard,  with  the  second 
division,  towards  Gadsden,  on  the  Coosa  liver,  on  the  25th  of  October,  and  on 
the  37th  and  28Lh  to  the  south  of  the  Ooosa  towards  Jacksonville,  revealed  the 
fact  that  the  rebel  army  under  Hood  had  left  Gadsden  on  the  3ad  of  October, 
marching  ia  the  direction  of  Warrenton,  on  the  Tennessee  river.  As  soon  as 
General  Sherman  became  thoroughly  convinced  of  this,  he  issued  his  orders  for 
the  concentration  of  his  army  at  Atlanta,  and  hurried  his  preparatioua  for  the 
campaign.  Finding  that  he  could  wait  no  longer,  all  the  serviceable  horses  of 
McCook's  and  Garrard's  divisions,  and  Colonel  Garrard's  brigade,  were  turned 
over  to  the  third  division,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  put  it  upon  a  thoroughly 
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efficient  footing ;  while  the  diemoantett  men  of  the  first  and  second  divisions 
were  ordered  by  rail  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  for  remount  and  re-equipment. 
Having  made  these  dispositions,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Sherman  to  Nash- 
ville, for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  cavalry  organization  and  aseisting  in  the 
operations  of  General  Thomas  against  the  rebels  under  Grenera!  Hood.  I  ai-rived 
at  Nashville  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  and  reported  to  Major  General  Thomas, 
commanding  department  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  military  division  of  the 
Mississippi.  General  Croxton's  brigade  of  the  first  division,  having  been  recently 
remounted  at  Louisville,  Colonel  Capron's  (now  Hanlson's)  brigade  of  the  sixth 
division,  and  the  fifth  division,  while  on  the  march  to  join  General  Sherman, 
were  halted  by  General  Thomas,  and  directed  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the 
infantry  forces  assembling  at  Pulaski  under  General  Stanley  to  resist  the  march 
of  Hood. 

On  the  24th  of  October  Croxton's  brigade,  about  one  thoiisand  strong,  was 
stationed  on  the  Huntsville  and  Florence  road,  at  Centre  Star,  with  outposts 
and  pickets,  watching  the  Tennessee  river  from  the  mouth  of  Elk  river  to 
Florence,  and  a  detachment  of  the  tenth  and  twelfth  Tennessee,  of  General 
Hatch's  division,  were  stationed  at  Cypress  creek,  at  Martin's  mills,  three  miles 
west  of  Florence,  watching  Pride's,  Gaines's,  and  Cheatam's  ferries  on  the 
Tennessee  river. 

On  the  29th  of  October  General  Croxton  sent  a  despatch  to  General  Thomas, 
informing  him  of  General  Hood's  proximity  to  the  river,  and  of  his  intention 
to  cross  it  at  Bainbridge  that  night. 

About  3  p.  m.  on  the  30th,  two  brigades  of  Lee's  coi-ps  landed  on  the  north 
side,  about  three  miles  below  Bainbridge.  General  Croxton  concentrated  his 
command  and  attempted  to  repel  them,  but  was  driren  back.  He  retired  to  the 
east  bank  of  Shoal  ci-eek  and  took  position  near  Shoal  Creek  bridge,  where  ho 
remained  recoimoitring  until  November  5,  when  he  was  forcecS  to  retire  by 
the  advance  of  Johnson's  division,  of  Lee's  corps.  He  reported  to  General 
Hatch,  at  Lexington,  on  November  6. 

On  the  4th  of  November  General  Hatch,  in  compliance  with  the  instructions 
of  General  Stanley,  moved  from  Pulaski  towai'ds  Florence,  with  orders  to  as- 
sume command  of  all  the  cavalry  in  that  neighborhood,  and  watch  closely  the 
enemy's  movements.  In  executing  these  orders,  General  Hatch  the  next  day 
opened  communication  with  General  Croxton,  and,  in  conjunction  with  him, 
di'ove  the  enemy's  cavalry  pickets  across  Shoal  creek,  and  established  pickets 
of  observation  along  the  line  of  that  creek  and  the  Tennessee,  from  the  mouth 
of  Elk  river.  While  engaged  in  observing  the  moveinents  of  the  enemy  fre- 
quent skirmishes  were  had  with  his  cavalry. 

On  the  9th  of  November  a  general  attack  was  made  by  the  small  force  under 
General  Hatch.  The  rebel  cavalry  was  driven  back  upon  the  infantry  at  Flor- 
ence ;  a  part  of  the  unfinished  works  at  that  place  captured  by  Colonel  Coon's 
brigade  of  the  fifth  division,  and  the  information  in  regai-d  to  Hood's  position, 
previously  obtained,  verified.  By  great  activity,  watchfnlness,  and  good  judg- 
ment on  the  part  of  General  Hatch,  every  movement  of  the  enemy  and  indica- 
tion of  his  intentions  were  promptly  reported  to  Generals  Stanley,  Sehofield, 
and  Thomas. 

On  the  13th  and  I4th  of  Npvember General  Hatch,  having  become  convinced 
that  Hood  wonld  march  north  at  an  early  day,  used  his  command  in  cutting 
trees  into  the  roads  crossing  Shoal  creek,  for  the  purpose  of  retarding  the  rebels 
in  their  movements. 

On  the  morning  of  November  19th  the  enemy  was  reported  marching  north 
on  the  west  side  of  the  creek.  Colonel  Coon  made  a  forced  recoiinoissance  in 
that  direction ;  captured  the  headquarters  train  of  Buford's  and  Chalmer's  div-i 
sion ;  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  mrce,  and,  after  a  severe  engagement,  discover- 
ing the  march  of  the  rebel  infantry,  was  compelled  to  rejoin  the  main  force  on 
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tlie  east  eide  of  the  creek.  General  Hatch  coneentrsted  his  forces  without  de- 
lay at  Lexington,  and  on  the  21st  retired  to  Lawrenceburg,  where  he  waa  at 
tacked  early  the  nest  morning  by  the  eaemy'a  cavalry.  A  severe  fight  ensued, 
ia  which  the  enemy,  with  twelve  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  large  force  of  cavalry, 
fightiug  dismownted,  made  every  effort  to  drive  the  forces  of  General  Hatch 
from  their  position,  but  the  latter  held  on  with  great  tenacity  until  night,  and 
tbea  withdrew  one  mile  towards  Pulaski. 

On  the  23d  General  Hatch  withdrew  by  that  road,  turning  towards  Camp- 
hellsville.  When  within  nine  milea  of  Pulaski,  Oroxto  n's  brigade  had  the  rear, 
and  was  attacked  by  the  rebel  cavalry  at  the  junction  of  the  roads  leading  to  the 
two  places  just  mentioned.  It,  however,  resisted  every  attack  until  after  dark, 
holding  its  position,  and  retiriog  at  leisure,  by  night,  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Campbell  sville. 

On  the  S4th  the  army  resumed  ita  march,  and  at  the  latter  place  was  again 
attacked  by  the  entire  rebel  cavalry,  aupported  by  infantry.  At  first  the  enemy 
was  severely  repulsed  by  the  first  brigade.  Colonel  Wells,  twelfth  Missouri  cav- 
alry, commanding,  but  in  return  the  enemy  drove  bach  Colonel  Wells,  and  com- 
pelled General  Hatch  to  retire  by  the  road  to  Lynnville.  This  road  leading 
through  a  very  hilly  country,  a  small  rear-guard  was  sufEcient  to  hold  the  en- 
emy in  check.  The  ninth  Illinois  cavalry,  Captain  Harper  commanding,  was 
directed  to  occupy  a  strong  gorge  near  the  tnrnpike,  and  to  delay  the  rebels  as 
long  as  possible.  He  performed  the  duty  assigned  him  with  great  gallaatry, 
giving  the  main  body  of  the  command  an  opportunity  to  take  position  at  Lynn- 
ville. Sharp  fighting  was  continued  at  that  place  uutU  after  dark,  when,  in  ac- 
cordance with  my  orders.  General  Hatch  withdrew  to  Columbia.  Colonel  Caj*- 
ron's  brigade  of  the  sixth  division  had  been  sent  by  General  Schofield  towards 
Waycesboro'  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction,  while 
Hatch's  and  Oroxton's  were  on  Shoal  creek.  Upon  the  advance  of  the  rebel 
cavalry  Colonel  Capron  retired,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  directing  his  march 
towards  Mount  Pleasant  and  Columbia. 

On  llie  morning  of  November  25th  the  entire  force,  including  the  infantry, 
was  concentrated  at  Columbia.  Having  made  all  possible  arrangements  at 
Nashville  for  expediting  the  re-organization  of  the  cavalry,  in  pursuance  to 
General  Thomas's  instructions,  I  started  to  the  front  to  take  command  of 
the  force  in  the  field,  and  on  the  23d  of  November  met  General  Schofidd 
between  Lynville  and  Pulaski.  The  fifth  division  contained  at  this  time 
but  2,500  men,  Croxtoa's  brigade  about  1,000,  and  Capron's  SOO — in  ail 
about  4,300  men,  to  contend  with  three  divisions,  estimated  at  not  less  than 
ton  thousand  men,  and  commanded  by  Lieutenant  General  Forrest,  hitherto 
the  most  successful  of  rebel  cavalry  leaders.  After  the  concentration  of  the 
forces  at  Columbia,  and  while  General  Schofield  was  making  arrangements 
to  withdraw  from  that  place  to  the  north  side  of  Duck  ri*'er,  the  cavalry  crossed 
and  was  disposed  of  bo  as  to  watch  every  movement  either  to  the  right  or  left. 
Hatch's  division  and  Croxton's  brigade  were  stationed  about  six  miles  east  of 
Columbia,  on  the  road  to  Shelbyville.  Capron's  brigade,  to  which  had  been 
added  the  fifth  Iowa  cavalry.  Major  J.  M.  loung  commanding,  took  position 
at  Rally  Hill,  on  the  Lewisburg  turnpike.  It  was  further  strengthened,  after 
taking  position,  by  the  arrival  of  the  seventh  Ohio  cavalry  from  Louisville. 
This  brigade  and  Croxton's  were  temporarily  formed  into  a  division,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier  General  E.  W.  Johnson.  Three  regiments  of  the  first 
brigade  of  Hatch's  division.  Colonel  E.  E,  Steward,  eleventh  Indiana  cavalry, 
commanding,  were  ordered  to  take  post  to  the  west  of  Columbia  for  the  purpose 
of  watching  the  fords  and  crossings  between  that  place  and  WiJliamsporf- 
G^neral  Hatch  sent  the  sixth  Illinois  ca.vahy<via  Chapel  Hill,  to  Shelbyville,  wi  h 
directions  to  feel  well  out  from  that  place  towards  Lewisburg  and  Coniiorsvil 
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if  possible,  returning  by  the  softtli  side  of  the  river  to  the  crossing  of  the  Lew- 
ii-buvg  pike. 

At  aoon  of  November  27th  the  pickets  from  Croston'a  and  Capron  s  brigades 
gave  notice  of  the  appeai-ance  of  the  rebel  cavah-y  at  the  varioua  fords  between 
Columbia  and  Lewisbai^  pike,  particularly  at  Huey's  mill,  eight  miles  above 
Colaaibia,  in  such  force  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  their  intentions.  The  pickets 
in  the  viciuity  of  Huey's  mill  were  soon  drivea  in,  and  the  rebels  immediately 
began  crossing.  At  3.10  p.  m.  I  sent  a  despatch  to  Major  Greneral  Schofield, 
notifying  him  of  the  enemy's  movements,  informing  him  that  I  should  endeavor 
to  concenti'ate  my  force  at  Hunt's  Greek  road,  on  the  Lewisburg  pike,  and  re- 
questing him  to  send  Stewart's  brigade  to  me  by  way  of  Spring  Hill.  Colonel 
1 .  .T.  Harrison,  eighth  Indiana  cavalry,  had  already  been  sent  by  General  Jolmson 
to  the  brigade  at  the  Lewisburg  erossiug,  with  orders  to  hold  the  enemy  as  long 
as  possible  at  the  river.  By  7  p.m.  the  entire  force  was  concentrated  at  Hunt's 
ci'oss-roads.  Oolotiel  Harrison,  however,  bad  not  reached  his  brigade,  but  hjiving 
,  been  posted  by  Colonel  Capron  it  held  on  as  long  as  possible.  Colonel  Oapron 
himself,  with  a  small  portion  of  the  command,  fell  back  rapidly  in  disorder  to- 
wards Franklin.  The  detachments  at  the  variou.-;  fords  held  on  bravely  until 
night,  when  they  were  collected  by  Major  J.  Morris  Young,  fifth  Iowa  cavalry, 
and  withdrew  by  the  pike. 

The  enemy  having  crossed  lower  down,  marched  by  the  Murfreesboro'  road 
and  arrived  at  Rally  Hill  before  the  detaclimeots  under  Major  Young.  The 
latter,  finding  his  retreat  cut  off,  fnnned  liis  own  regiment  with  sabres  drawn, 
dismounted  others  to  cover  the  flanks,  boldly  charged,  broke  through  the  rebels, 
and  brought  off  his  command  with  trifling  loss.  By  this  time  it  had  become 
evident  that  the  entire  rebel  cavalry  force  (three  divisions)  had  crossed,  and 
were  directing  their  march  towards  the  Lewisburg  pike,  an  excellent  macadam- 
ized road',  leading  to  Franklin,  and  therefore,  at  8  p.  m  ,  I  sent  a  despatch  by 
courier  to  &eneral  Schofield,  informing  him  of  the  fact,  and  that  no  part  of 
Forrest's  force,  ap  to  dark,  had  moved  towards  the  Franklin  pike.  During  the 
night  several  prisoners  were  brought  in,  from  whom  I  received  valuable  inform- 
ation. At  1  a.  m.  I  sent  a  despatch  to  General  Schofield,  informing  him  that 
the  force  which  had  crossed  at  Huey's  mill  was  Forrest's  corps  of  civaliy, 
consisting  of  Chalmer's,  Jackson's,  and  Bnford's  divisions,  and  Bifflo's  regiment ; 
that  the  rebel  infantry  were  to  have  begun  crossing  two  hours  before  hy  three 
pontoon  bridges  under  coastruction  at  the  same  place.  Believing  this  informa- 
tion to  be  perfectly  correct,  I  therefore  suggested  that  oar  infantry  should  reach 
Spring  Hill  by  10  a.  m.  of  that  day.  I  regarded  my  fovc«  too  small,  with 
Hammond's  and  Stewart's  brigades  absent,  to  cover  the  Lewisburg'  pike  and,  at 
the  same  time,  the  dirt  roads  leading  to  Spring  Hili;  and  believing  that  General 
Schofield  with  the  infantry  would  have  plenty  of  time,  marching  by  the  Franklin 
or  any  intermediate  point,  before  the  enemy,  marching  by  bad  dirt  roads,  made 
worse  by  the  heavy  rains  which  had  recently  fallen,  I  determined  to  keep  my 
entire  force  on  the  Ijewisburg  pike  and  hold  the  enemy  as  long  aa  I  could, 
hoping  by  good  management  to  get  no  further  back  that  day  than  to  the  Itidge 
meeting-house.  I  had  previously  sent  orders  for  Colonel  Stewart  to  join  me  on 
the  Lewisbnrg  pike,  miirchiug  by  the  way  of  Spring  Hill,  and  all  night  if  neces- 
sary. Similar  ordera  were  sent,  at  the  same  time,  to  Brevet  Brigadier  General 
J.  H,  HaiQinond,  then  momentarily  expected  with  two  regiments  of  the  seventh 
division,  freshly  remounted.  On  the  presumption  that  no  general  engagement 
would  be  risked  nntil  our  foreea  were  strengtliened,  and  that  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ment had  become  sufficiently  developed,  I  directed  General  Hatch  to  retire 
slowly  by  the  pike,  following  Capron's  brigade,  and  General  Croxton  to  cover 
the  rear,  fighting  the  erlemy,  and  to  fall  back  only  when  compelled  to  do  so  by 
movements  upon  his  flanks.  Soon  after  daylight  the  enemy  attacked  Croston's 
pickets,  but  finding  them  strongly  posted  moved  off  the  road  and  struck  well 
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around  his  flanks,  causing  him  to  withdraw.  Heavy  skirmishing  eDsued,  the 
enemy  preasing  forward  with  the  greatest  celerity,  endeavoring  to  push  around 
and  strike  our  column  ia  fiank,  as  was  anticipated.  At  Mount  Carmel  meeting- 
house, five  miles  from  Hunt's  eroaaroads,  a  strong  barricade,  erected  by  Oapron's 
brigade,  was  occupied  by  Ooon's  brigade  of  Hatch's  division.  Croxton's  brigade 
passing  through  it,  the  enemy  made  two  determined  charges  upon  it,  hut  were 
repuJeed  with  severe  loas.  i^i-oia  this  point  the  enemy  ceaaed  to  preas  upon  the 
rear  of  the  column.  No  news  Laving  come  from  Hammond  or  Stewart,  it  was 
hoped  they  had  arrived  at  Spring  Hill  in  time  enough  to  form  a  junction  with 
the  infantry,  and  to  resist  any  movement  of  the  rebels  in  that  dii-ection.  I 
continued  the  march  slowly,  and  by  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  I  arrived  at 
Douglas  church,  four  miles  from  Franklin.  Near  this  place  I  found  Geaera.1 
Hammond,  and  was  joined  by  a  detachment  of  Stewart's  brigade,  from  whom 
I  learned  that  the  latter  and  some  of  our  infantry  had  been  skirmishing  with 
the  rebel  cavalry  during  the  day  near  Spring  HiU.  I  remained  with  Ham- 
mond's brigade  to  hold  tlie  road  near  Doughis  eiiurch  and  cover  Franklin,  while 
Hatch's  division  and  Johnson's  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Harpeth  iit 
Huey's  ford,  and  went  into  camp  on  the  road  from  Fraaklin  to  Triune  at 
Mathew's  farm,  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Franklin.  After  it  was  dark  a  ro- 
counoissance  ont  the  Lewisburg  pike  to  the  meetiug-house  revealing  no  enemy 
on  iLat  road,  I  withdrew  General  Hammond's  brigade  to  the  north  side  of  the 
Harpeth,  and  directed  him  to  mareh  via  Petersburg  to  the  Nolenaville  pike  at 
at  Triune'a,  and  from  the  latter  place  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  reoels  in 
that  direction. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  by  my  direction,  Brigadier  General  Johnson 
salt  Oroxtou's  brigade  to  the  south  side  of  the  river  with  orders  to  take  position 
at  Douglas  church,  cover  Franklin  as  long  as  possible,  and,  if  compelled  to  fall 
back,  to  recross  the  Harpeth  at  a  ford  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  town. 

Genei'al  Hammond  having  reported  by  daylight  no  enemy  in  the  direction  of 
Triune,  was  ordered  to  i-etii-e  by  Petei'rtiurg  to  Wilson's  mill,  on  the  Wilson  or 
Brentwood  pike.  At  10  a.  m.  the  enemy's  advance  attacked  General  Orostou's 
position,  but  was  handsomely  repulsed.  At  2  p.  m,  he  was  again  attacked  by  in- 
fantry, but  after  repulsing  the  enemy  the  rebel  cavalry  moved  to  his  left  as  if  to 
eroas  at  Huey's  ferry.  This  movement  caused  him  to  retire  to  the  north  side  of 
the  river  by  McGavock's  ford.  He  had  scarcely  reached  the  north  bank  when  the 
pickets  higher  up  the  river  reported  the  enemy's  cavalry  crossing  at  various  places. 

The  command  was  immediately  got  under  arms,  and  dispositions  made  to 
attack  and  drive  them  back.  General  Croxton's  brigade  on  the  right,  Genera.1 
Hatch's  division  in  the  centre,  moved  promptly  out  and  engaged  the  enemy, 
charging  him  with  a  strong  line  of  dismounted  skirmishers,  while  Oapron's 
brigade,  under  Colonel  Harrison,  looked  out  well  to  the  left  and  rear.  The  fifth 
Iowa  cavalry  waa  sent  to  Hillsboro'  pike.  The  action  had  hardly  begun  when 
Geueral  Croiton  was  informed  that  the  rebel  infantry  were  crossing  the  river 
between  his  right  and  the  town  of  Fmtikliii.  Leaving  two  regiments,  the  first 
Tennessee  and  second  Jlichigan,  to  assist  in  the  attack  against  the  rebel  cavalry, 
he  proceeded  at  once  with  the  balance  of  his  brigade  to  drive  back  the  force 
reported  to  be  crossing  below.  He  soon  discovered,  however,  that  the  report 
was  false,  and  moved  promptly  against  the  rebel  cavalry.  Hatch  had  already 
attacked  with  vigor,  and  began  driving  them  rapidly  back.  The  men  seemed 
inspired  with  the  greatest  courage  and  detei-mination,  and  in  a  very  short  time 
had  repulsed  the  enemy  at  evei-y  point.  By  night  the  whole  force  was  driven 
beyond  the  Harpeth.  The  accompanying  sketch  will  show  the  importance  of 
this  success  on  the  part  of  the  cavalry  over  Foi-rest's  forces.  While  the  bard 
pressed  infantry  were  nobly  repelling  Hood's  furious  assaults  against  the  defences 
of  Franklin,  General  Schofield  having  withdrawn  the  infantry  to  the  north 
bank  of  the  river  during  the  night,  and  determined  to  continue  this  march  towards 
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Kaslivil!e,  directed  me  to  remitia  witli  the  cavahy  corps  in  the  position  it  then 
held  uatil  daylight  on  the  moiniag  of  December  1,  and  then  to  retire  covering 
the  rear  and  flanka  of  the  infantry.  This  order  was  complied  with,  the  enemy 
having  been  so  severely  handled  the  day  previona  as  to  be  unable  to  follow  nntil 
he  found  the  road  clear.  Hammond's  brigade,  followed  by  Hatch,  mover)  by  a 
country  road  to  the  Wilson  pike,  near  Edmonson's  hoaso;  Croxton  marched 
parallel  to  the  Franklin  pike.  At  Wilson's  miU  Hamm'ind  was  found  encamped, 
and  lefD  ta  bring  up  the  rear ;  Stewart's  brigade,  of  the  fifth  division,  baring 
baited  to  feed.  Hammond  was  delayed  longer  then  was  intended,  and  in  ivith- 
drawiiig  was  attacked  by  the  rebel  cavalry,  but  succeeded,  with  slight  loss,  in 
repeiling  the  enemy  from  the  neighborhood  of  Brentwood.  After  the  infantry 
had  halted,  the  whole  command  marched,  by  various  country  roads,  to  Thomp- 
son's chapel,  on  the  Wolensville  pike,  where  it  took  up  a  strong  defensive  posi- 
tion for  the  night.  Before  daylight  next  morning  it  marched  to  Nashville,  and 
later  in  the  evening  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Cumberland  river,  and 
encamped  in  Edgefield.  During  the  ensuing  ten  days  eveiy  effort  was  made  to 
put  the  corps  into  an  efficient  conditioa,  clothes  were  drawn  for  the  men,  the 
horses  were  shod,  extra  shoes  were  fitted,  and  every  horse  that  could  either  be 
drawn  from  the  corrals  of  broken-down  stock,5or  reached  in  Tennessee  and 
southern  Kentttcky,  was  taken.  By  these  means  the  cavalry  corps,  exclusive  of 
La  Grange  and  Watkins'e  brigades  of  the  first  diviajon,  was  increased  to  nearly 
9,000  mounted  men.  Besides  this,  two  brigades,  of  fifteen  hundred  men  each, 
were  organized  out  of  the  dismounted  men  previously  assigned  at  the  cavalry 
depot  near  Nashville.  While  in  camp  the  river  was  cai-efully  watched  by  the 
seventh  Ohio  cavalry  from  Nashville  to  the  vicinity  of  Olarksville. 

On  the  2d  of  December  Brevet  Brigadier  Greneral  Hammond  was  ordei-ed, 
with  his  brigade,  to  Gallatin,  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  Cumberland  river, 
as  far  up, as  Carthage.  Having  heard  from  Lis  scouts  that  a  rebel  force  had 
taken  post  at  Lebanon,  by  the  aesi:<tance  of  gunboats  sent  for  that  purpose  on 

the  night  of  the ,  he  crossed  the  river  with  a  strong  force,  well  mounted, 

and  made  a  reconnoia sauce  to  and  beyond  that  place,  but  found  no  enemy. 

On  the  11th  of  December,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  Major  General 
Thomas,  I  ordered  Brigadier  General  B,  M.  McCook  to  take  his  battery  and 
Watkins's  brigade  towai-ds  Bowling  Green  until  he  met  La  Grange's  brigade,  and 
■with  the  united  force  go  in  pursuit  of  General  Lyon,  who  crossed  the  Cumberland 
river  below  Olarksville  on  the  9th  December,  and  was  sapposed  to  be  marching, 
via  Hopkinsville,  to  destroy  Green  River  bridge,  on  the  Louisville  and  Naahvilie 
railroad.  General  McOook  came  up  with  the  rebels  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
at  Hopkinsville,  and  after  a  sharp  fight  captured  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
di-ove  them  from  the  place.  They  retreated  rapidly  towards  Green  river,  pursued 
by  La  Grange's  brigade.  He  was  compelled  to  disband  his  conscripts,  and 
leave  many  of  his  men.  With  the  balance  be  pushed  on  through  Madisonvilie, 
Ashbysbnrg,  and  Elizabethtown,  crossing  Tradewater,  Green  river,  and  the 
Louisville  and  Nashville  railroad  in  his  route.  La  Grange  was  greatly  delayed 
by  the  muddy  roads,  swollen  streams,  and  the  destruction  of  the  bridges  and 
boats.  The  pursuit  was  relinqnished  at  Hodgesville,  Lyon's  command  having 
become  reduced  400  or  500  men,  more  bent  on  escaping  from  Kentucky  than 
to  inflict  injuries  upon  the  forces  sent  against  him.  For  a  detailed  account  of 
the  operations  of  General  McOook's  command  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  his 
report,  submitted  herewith. 

On  the  9th  of  November  I  received  orders  from  Major  General  Thomas  to 
move  my  command  to  the  north  side  of  the  Cumberland,  to  take  position  between 
the  Hillsboi-o'  and  Hardin  pikes,  and  to  be  in  readiness  to  join  in  the  attack 
against  General  Hood  the  next  day.  But  a  heavy  rain  setting  in.  General  Thomas 
delayed  his  operations ;  snow,  sleet,  and  intense  cold  followed,  covering  the  ground 
so  thickly  with  ice  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  move  cavalry  not  specially  shod 
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far  svicli  an  occaaioa.  In  fact,  jieitbor  iTifantiy  nor  cavaliy  could  have  niai-chi^d 
over  a  coantry  so  uiitlulating  and  broken  as  that  separating  our  linea  from  those 
of  tbe  eaemy. 

On  tlie  evening  of  the  llth  the  weather  changed,  and  the  ice  began  to  melt. 
The  cavalry  corps  (all  detachmenta  having  been  drawn  in)  in  the  morning  began 
crossing,  and  by  night  was  ia  the  position  assigned  it,  ready  to  move  agsiast  the 
enemy  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  ground  would  allow  it.  By  the  night  of 
the  14th  everything  seemed  favorable,  officers  and  men  confident  of  the  result 
that  would  follow  a  well  directed  attack.  In  the  order  of  hattle  made  hy  General 
Thomas,  the  cavalry  was  directed  to  attack  iipon  the  right  of  the  infantry,  con- 
form to  its  movements,  drive  the  enemy's  force  from  the  Charlotte  and  Hardin 
pikes,  and  the  banks  of  the  Cumberland  at  Beli's  landing,  turn  and  envelop  the 
enemy's  left  flank,  and,  if  possible,  atiike  them  in  the  rear.  In  making  arrange- 
ments to  comply  with  tbese  instructions,  I  conferred  with  General  A.  J.  Smith, 
commanding  the  detacbments  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  His  troops  Laving 
been  engaged  ia  holding  that  part  of  the  defences  from  the  Hillsboro'  pike, 
westward  to  the  river,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  assemble  in  such  a  way  as 
not  to  encnmber  the  ground  upon  which  the  cavalry  was  to  opeiate  To  accom- 
plii'h  tbis  the  geuerai  assured  me  he  would  march  the  division  on  my  right  to 
the  left,  by  roads  to  the  rear  of  my  command  inside  of  the  intrenchments  The 
commanding  officers  of  brigades  and  divisions,  having  personally  eiaminod  the 
ground  upon  which  they  were  to  operate,  were  assembled  at  my  headq^uarters, 
and  received  their  iustmctions  verbally.  To  prevent  any  misunderstanding  they 
were  ftimished  with  written  orders,  to  thefollowingeffect,  onthenigbtof  the  14th 
November.  The  fifth  division.  Brigadier  General  Edward  Hatch  commanding, 
was  directed  to  debouch  from  the  fortifications  at  or  neai  the  Hardin  pike,  and 
move  with  its  right  flank  on  or  near  ihe  pike,  its  loft  flauk  connected  with  the 
infantiy  of  Major  General  Smith  to  clearitaowu  front,  and  as  soon  as  Smith  should 
carry  the  rebel  advanced  position  to  swing  to  the  left,  envelop  and  taie  in  reverse 
the  enemy's  left  flank.  Croxton's  brigade,  of  tbe  first  division,  was  ordered  to  de- 
bonchnear  the  Hardin  pike  by  a  direct  road  between  that  and  the  Charlotte  pike,  lo 
move  with  its  left  flank  connecting  with  Hatch's  division  and  its  right,  following  the 
line  of  the  ridge  between  the  Charlotte  andHardin  pike.  After  clearing  the  Hardin 
pike  of  the  enemy,  and  ci-ossing  Richland  creek.  General  Oroxton  was  directed 
to  conform  to  the  movements  on  his  left.  The  sixth  division,  (one  brigade 
monnted,  tbe  other  having  no  horses,)  Brigadiei-  General  E,  W,  Johnson  com- 
manding, was  ordered  to  move  hy  the  Charlotte  pike,  clear  that  road  of  the  en- 
emy, keeping  connexion  with  Croxton's  by  skirmishers  or  patrols,  and  to  push 
as  far  as  Davidson's  house,  eight  miles  from  the  city,  so  as  to  cover  the  move- 
ment of  the  balance  of  the  corps  fi'om  the  enemy's  cavalry.  General  Johnson 
was  specially  charged  with  looking  out  for  the  guns  at  Bell's  lauding,  and  the 
force  with  them.  Brigadier  General  James  F.  Knipe,  commanding  the  seventh 
division,  (one  brigade  mounted,  the  other  dismounted,)  was  directed  to  debouch 
ou  the  Hardin  pike  after  the  movement  had  begun,  and  hold  himself  in  read- 
iness to  move  in  any  direction.  Brigade  and  divisioa  commanders  were  in- 
foi-med  that  tbe  operations  of  the  cavalry  corps  were  designed  to  clear  the  ene- 
my from  its  immediate  front,  cover  the  right  of  the  infantry,  envelop  the  enemy's 
left  flank,  atiack  him  in  the  rear,  and,  if  possible,  to  force  its  way  to  the  Frank- 
lin pike,  at  or  near  Brentwood.  The  country  being  ploughed  fields  or  heavily 
timbered  bills,  very  abrupt  and  difficult,  they  were  directed  to  leave  all  wheels, 
except  those  of  the  artillery,  behind.  The  whole  command  was  under  arms, 
ready  to  move  by  6  a.  m.,  December  15,  but  owing  to  a  dense  fog  the  attack  was 
delayed.  By  8.30  a.  m,  it  bad  cleared  away,  but  McArthur's  division  not  having 
been  directed  to  march,  as  Genei-al  Smith  had  pi-oraised,  moved  across  the  front 
of  my  comriland,  thereby  delaying  the  general  advance  until  about  10  a,  m. 
Had  the  enemy  been  specially  alei-t  this  delay  might  have  been  veiy  detrimental 
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to  tLe  exeuul.ioa  of  the  plau  of  attack.  As  soon,  however,  us  tSio  iiifaiitiy  on 
Hatch's  left  began  moving  he  advanced  but  Lis  left,  touching  the  Hardin  pike, 
and  his  right  extending  towai'ds  the  Charlotte  pike.  The  position  which  the 
infaatiy  occapied  being  fnrtber  to  the  right  than  was  originally  intended  com- 
pelled a  corresponding  change  on  the  part  of  the  cavaby.  Simultaneously  with 
the  advance  of  the  infantry  the  cavalry  forces  moved  as  directed.  Hatch's  di- 
vision was  still  further  delayed,  after  beginning  to  advance,  by  MeArtbuv's  in- 
fantry, but  finally,  having  a  clear  road,  advanced  rapidly  with  a  strong  line  of 
skirmishers.  The  enemy  (Ecton's  brigade  of  infantry)  were  found  posted 
beyond  Richland  creek,  on  commanding  ground  well  intrenched,  but  by  a  gal- 
lant charge  by  Stewai't's  brigade  were  driven  rapidly  beyond  Hardin's  lionae 
with  the  loss  of  some  prisoners  and  intrenching  tools.  When  near  the  latter 
place  the  twelfth  Tennessee  cavalry.  Colonel  Bpaulding  commanding,  charged 
the  enemy,  captiiring  forty-three  priaonei-s,  the  beadqtiartera  train  of  General 
Chambers,  fourteen  wagons,  containing  baggage,  papers,  and  records.  Having 
cleared  his  front,  Genei-al  Hatch  marched  rapidly  by  the  left  flank  with  bis  fii'st 
brigade  to  join  the  second  brigade,  whicli,  wheeling  irith  the  infantiy,  found 
itself  on  the  flank  of  a  foni--gan  batteiy  posted  in  a  redoubt  covering  the  enemy's 
li;ft.  Having  posted  his  battery  I,  first  Illinois  light  artillery,  so  as  to  enfilade 
the  enemy.  General  Hatch  pushed  forward  Colonel  Coon's  brigade,  (dismounted,) 
charged  the  rebel  infantry  supports,  broke  them,  and  captured  the  redoubt  with 
its  guns.  Lieutenant  Badd,  of  the  second  Iowa  cavalry,  was  the  first  man  in 
the  redoubt,  closely  followed  by  Lieutenant  Colvier,  acting  assistant  adjutant  gen- 
eral of  the  division.-  In  ibis  attack  a  portion  of  the  iufantry  skirmish  line  gave  as- 
sistance. The  captured  guns  were  turned  upon  the  enemy,  occupying  a  higher 
hill  strongly  intrenched,  stiil  further  on.  Hastily  forming,  the  second  brigade 
pushed  boldly  forward,  the  first  brigade  following  the  movement  still  further  to 
the  right. '  The  enemy's  rear  position  was  very  strong;  the  left  of  their  line  oc- 
cupied a  hill  still  higher  than  tho  one  already  carried,  and  with  steep  sides.  On 
the  top  of  it  they  bad  constructed  an  irregular  enclosed  work  of  rails  and  eartb, 
in  which  a  four-gun  field  battery  was  placed.  To  men  legs  brave  and  determined 
lilian  the  dismounted  horsemen  of  Hatch's  division,  it  would  have  seemed  like 
madness  to  attack  such  a  position.  I  have  seen  columns  of  infantry  hesitate  to 
attack  positions  not  half  so  strong,  but  Coon's  brigade,  ai'med  with  the  Spencer 
carbine,  and  in  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  at  the  command  of  General  Hatch  ad- 
vanced at  the  charge.  In  spite  of  t!ie  steep  acclivity  and  withering  fire  of  ar- 
tillery and  nuiskctry  from  the  rebel  parapet,  tho  redoubt  was  carried  with  the 
battery  of  four  gnns,  and  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners.  While  the 
second  brigade  was  collecting  and  forming  its  scattered  ranks  General  Hatch, 
with  the  first  brigade,  crossed  the  Ilillsboro'  pike,  and  again  attacked  the  ene- 
my on  another  range  of  hills,  drove  them  from  it,  and  took  possession  of  a  battery 
of  four  guns  in  the  valley  beyond.  It  was  almost  dark ;  the  cavalrymen,  having 
been  fighting  all  day  on  foot,  owing  to  the  ronghness  of  the  country,  were  exceed- 
ingly fatigued.  General  Hatch  was  directed  to  bringup  his  horses,  collect  his  men, 
,and  bivonackonthe  Hillsboro'  pike.  The  asd  corps.  Major  General  Schofield  com- 
manding, had  moved  to  the  right  of  Smith's  corps,  and  carried  the  bills  m  its 
i'ront  just  beforo  dark.  General  Hatch  was  directed  to  connect  with  Schofield 's 
right,  and  cover  it  from  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  Hatch  had  broken  through  the 
onemy  on  Hardin  pike  ICaipe  was  directed  to  move  out  and  pass  to  Hatch's 
right,  conform  to  his  movemonts,  and  push  in  upon  the  enemy's  rear.  The  first 
brigade,  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Hammond  commanding,  advanced  to  the 
Hillsboro'  pike,  striking  it  near  the  sis-miio  post,  and  three  miles  further  on 
turned  up  a  branch  of  Richland  creek. and  reached  the  Granny  White  pike  jnst 
at  dark.  The  dismounted  brigade  took  position  on  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  covering 
Hatch  and  Hammond  from  an  advance  of  the  robei  cavalry  on  that  road.  Orox- 
•en's  brigade  and  Johnson's  division  having  been  delayed,  like  Hatch,  by  McAr- 
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tliur'B  iiifaiitiy,  moved  proniptlj  ionia  d  at  the  woid  lud  fuunl  the  enemj 
posted  hejond  Richland  creek  The  rebel  cavaliy  with  four  guns  well  posted 
seemed  detevmined  to  hold  then  giound  but  Btionglj"  attacked  Ly  Himson 
brigade  of  Johueon'a  divisioii  in  fiont  while  Oioston  s  pressed  on  their  iigh 
they  were  forced  to  give  way  Cioston  after  following  several  miles  tmiitl 
to  the  left,  crossed  the  Haidmg  piLe  and  marched  through  the  countrj 
ekirmisliicg  with  Chambers,  moving  m  the  "ime  diiection  and  fiaally,  aftei 
dark,  bivoustcked  near  the  six  mile  po't  on  the  Hiileboro  pike  Johnson  con 
tinned  Lis  advance  along  the  Charlotte  pike  and  came  up  with  the  rebils 
strongly  posted,  beyond  a  email  cieek  emptying  into  the  Cumberland  ri\ei  neii 
Bell's  landing.  After  some  bI  arp  skirmiBhing  General  Johnson  made  diipoti 
tions  to  attack  the  rebels'  right  in  conjunction  with  Cif  xton  hoping  thereby  to 
drive  them  from  the  road  and  separate  them  fioin  the  main  lebel  arm;  Fht 
giinboata  dropped  down  and  opened  upon  then  flaakfc  while  Lientemnt  fcmith 
with  battery  I, fourth  United  States  irtillcry  opened  upon  them  infiont  Gtneral 
Ci'o:ston  having  by  my  orders  turned  towards  the  left,  General  Johnson  did  not 
think  himself  strong  enough  to  risk  an  attack  upon  the  rebel  position ;  nigiil 
coming  on  he  bivouacked  in  their  front,  intending  to  attack  before  daylight  the 
next  morning.  This  plan  was  frustrated  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  rebels  after 
night.  The  first  day's  opei'ationH  having  resulted  in  driving  back  the  enemy's 
entire  left  wing  four  miles,  witli  our  cavalry  on  the  left  fla.nk  and  rear  of  the 
enemy,  orders  were  issued  for  the  continuance  of  operations  the  next  day. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  Hammond's  pickets,  on  the  Granny  White 
pike,  were  attacked  and  driven  in,  but  ordering  him  to  strengthen  them  with  his 
entire  brigade,  if  necessary,  he  in  turn  drove  the  enemy  back.  At  the  same 
time  I  directed  General  Hatch  to  move  upon  the  enemy's  rear,  passing  toward? 
Hammond's  left.  Tlie  country,  very  hilly  and  densely  covered  with  timber, 
was  entirely  impracticable  for  monnted  men.  The  whole  force  was,  there- 
fore, dismounted  and  pushed  fonvard.  Croxton  moved  to  the  front,  ready  to 
support  either  Hammoud  or  Hatch,  and  orders  were  sent  to  Johnson  to 
march  across  the  country  to  the  HiUsboro'  pike.  By  noon  tlie  skirmishers  of 
Hatch  and  Hammond  had  formed  a  continuous  line,  stretching  from  the  right 
of  Schofield's  corps  across  the  Granny  White  pike.  This  line  was  parallel  to 
that  of  tlie  enemy,  and  facing  in  the  direction  of  Nashville.  The  men  of  the 
fifth  and  seventh  divisions,  urged  forward  by  their  gallant  ofScera,  steadily 
pressed  the  enemy  back  at  eveiy  point,  skirmishing  heavily.  Having  informed 
Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield  of  the  position  occupied  by  my  command,  and 
what  it  was  doing,  the  infantry  was  ordered  forward  on  the  right,  and  as  they 
charged  the  front  of  the  rebels'  works.  Coon's  brigade  of  Hatch's  division 
attacked  tliem  in  the  rear.  Pressed  in  front,  flank,  and  rear,  about  4  p.  m.  the 
enemy  broke  and  fled  in  confusion  from  tlie  field  ;  Croxton's  was  hurried  from 
the  HiDsboro'  pike,  towaids  Brentwood,  but  could  not  reach  the  flying  army 
before  dai-k.  Hatch  and  lOiipe  were  ordered  to  monnt  their  commands  and 
pursue  with  all  possible  rapidity.  As  on  the  day  before,  from  the  difficult  char- 
acter of  the  ground,  and  the  distance  travelled  dismounted,  considerable  time 
was  unavoidably  lost  before  the  horses  could  be  led  to  the  men.  Hatch  was 
directed  to  pnsh  down  the  Granny  White  pike,  and  if  possible  reach  the  i'rank- 
lia  pike  tliat  night.  He  had  not,  however,  gone  more  than  a  mile  when  his 
advance  encountered  the  enemy's  cavalry,  (Chalmers's  division,)  strongly  posted 
across  the  road  b^'ond  a  barricade  of  rails.  A  portion  of  the  command  were 
liastily  dismounted  and  deployed  on  both  sides  of  the  road.  While  the  skir- 
mishers wei-e  advancing,  the  twelfth  Tennessee  cavalry,  led  by  Colonel  Spauld- 
ing,  charged  the  enemy,  broke  his  lines,  scattered  them  in  all  directions,  and 
captured  Brigadier  General  Encker,  then  in  command  of  the  division.  Kight 
having  closed  in,  the  enemy  was  enabled  to  make  his  escape.  The  pursuit  was 
necessarily  discontinued;  men  and  horses  being  worn  out  and  hungry.     The 


0.  Google 


REPORT    OP    MAJOK    CJE.NEKAL    THOMAS.  41'J 

corps  bivouacked  for  tlie  night  j  Knipe,  Crostoii,  and  Hatch's  on  tiie  Granny 
White  pike,  aud  Johnson,  on  the  HiUaboro'  pike,  near  the  Harpeth  river.  Be- 
fore daylight  they  were  in  motion  agaia  ;  Knipe's,  in  the  advance,  marched 
through  the  country  to  the  Fraoklin  pike;  Oroxton  crossed  and  marched  over 
on  the  other  side,  through  the  fields,  to  its  left;  Hatch  marched  down  almost 
simultaneonaly  with  Harneon's  advance.  Hatch  and  Croxton  crossed  soon 
after  at  the  fords  above  the  town.  At  Franklin  the  enemy's  hospitals,  with 
about  two  tbo'jsand  wounded,  fell  into  our  hands ;  two  hundred  of  our  own 
wounded,  left  there  on  the  retreat  to  Nashville,  were  alao  recovered,  together 
with  1,700  rations.  The  pursuit  was  immediately  continued,  Knipe  and  Hatch 
moving  in  parallel  columns  along  the  Garter's  Creek  pike  and  Columbia  pike  ; 
Johnson  down  the  Carter's  Creek  pike,  and  Croxton  on  the  Lewisburg  pike. 
The  flanking  columns  were  directed  to  pash  rapidly  forward,  and  endeavor  to 
press  round  the  flanks  of  the  enemy's  rear-guard,  composed  almost  entirely  of 
infantry,  while  a  strong  force  of  skirmishers  across  the  pike  should  press  it  con- 
tinually, and  compel  it  to  forn>  line  as  frequently  as  possible.  By  these  means 
I  hoped  lo  break  up  their  last  orgaoiBed  force,  aiid  disperse  their  disoreanized 
and  flying  mass  they  were  covering.  My  orders  were  obeyed  with  great  alacrity, 
but  the  enemy  finding  his  flank  so  much  endangered,  retired  as  rapidly,  but 
skirmishing  heavily  with  Hatch  and  Knipe.  Late  in  the  evening,  apparently 
exhausted  with  rapid  marching,  the  rebels  took  a  strong  position  in  open  fields, 
about  a  mile  north  of  the  West  Harpeth.  It  was  then  almost  dark  from  fog 
and  approaching  night.  The  men  of  General  Hatch's  advance,  by  their  rapid 
movements,  had  become  so  intermingled  with  the  sullen  and  disheartened  enemy, 
lie  began  to  doubt  that  the  forces  in  his  front  were  really  those  of  the  rebel 
rear  guard.  The  momentary  hesitation  caused  by  this  uncertainty  gave  the 
rebels  an  opportunity  to  put  their  batteries  in  position  and  reform  their  line. 
I  immediately  gave  orders  for  Hatch  and  Knipe  to  collect  their  men  and  charge 
both  flanks  of  the  enemy,  and  directed  my  escort,  the  fourth  United  States 
cavalry,  ahout  two  hundred  strong,  Lieutenant  Joseph  Hedges  commanding,  to 
charge  their  centre  on  the  pike.  These  orders  had  scarcely  been  given,  before 
the  enemy  opened  a  rapid  fire  from  their  battery,  not  over  three  hundred  yarda 
from  ua.  Hatch's  battery  promptly  replied ;  Lieutenant  Hedges,  thinking  that 
I  simply  wished  him  to  ascertain  the  real  character  of  tl»e  force  in  our  front, 
hastily  moved  his  regiment  about,  and  to  the  aide  of  the  i-oad,  out  of  the  range 
of  the  rebel  guns,  bat,  at  my  order,  as  promptly  resumed  his  original  formation 
in  column  of  foura,  in  the  road,  and  dashing  fonvai-d  at  the  gallop,  with  sabres 
drawn,  broke  throngh  the  enemy's  battery.  Hatch's  division  and  Hammond's 
brigade,  dismounted,  dashed  forward  at  the  same  time.  The  enemy,  broken  in  the 
centre  and  pressed  back  on  both  flanks,  fled  rapidly  from  the  field,  withdrawing 
his  guns  at  a  gallop.  Lientenaiit  Hedges,  outstripping  his  men,  was  captured  three 
different  times,  but  throwing  away  his  hat  and  raising  the  cry, "  the  Yankees  are 
coming ;  run  for  your  lives,"  succeeded  in  getting  away.  The  rout  was  com- 
plete, and  although  it  was  then  very  dark,  everybody  pressed  rapidly  forward; 
the  fourth  cavalry  and  General  Hatch,  with  a  handfol  of  men,  in  advance  on 
the  pike,  and  the  fifth  division  on  the  right  and  left.  General  Hammond,  with  the 
tenth  Indiana  ca  valry,Lieatcnant  Colonel  Greshamcommandingjfordiug  the  West 
Harpeth,  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  right,  again  struck  the  rebels  on  the  flank. 
Pressed  in  all  directions,  the  artillerymen  left  their  guns  and  saved  themselves 
as  best  they  could  ;  the  infantry  scattered  in  all  directions.  Darkness  alone 
enabled  the  entire  command  to  escape.  The  rebel  force  was  found  to  be  Steven- 
son's division  of  Lee's  corps,  under  command  of  General  Forrest,  who  had  just 
returned  from  Muvfreesboro'.  Early  the  next  monjing  the  cavalry  corps, 
although  out  of  rations,  again  renewed  the  pursuit ;  Croxton  and  Johnson  en- 
deavoring to  strike  the  enemy  at  Spring  Hill ;  Hatch  and  Knipe  moving  as  the 
day  before.     The  enemy  having  cnciimpcd  at  Spring  Hill,  marched  rapidly 
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towards  Columbia,  bi;t  cowld  not  be  again  broutflit  to  a  stand.  Tlie  densely 
wooded  country,  muddy  roads,  and  ploughed  fields,  reuclered  almost  impassable 
by  tlie  constant  rain,  made  it  very  dimcnlt  for  the  troops,  travelling  on  the 
light  and  left  of  the  pike,  to  get  forward  fast  enough  to  overtake  the  enemy 
marching  on  the  pike.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the  comiaand  halted  seven  miles 
north  of  Columbia,  for  rations,  having  had  nothing  to  eat  since  the  day 
before,  and  nothing  in  the  country  for  them  to  take.  Supplies  arrived  during 
the  night,  and  early  in  the  morning  the  pursuit  was  resumed,  notwithstanding 
a  heavy  storm  of  rairi  and  snow  then  prevailing  General  Hatch  arrived  at 
Rutherford  ci-eek  at  an  early  hour,  followed  closely  by  the  4t!i  corps.  Owing 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  hy  order  of  Geceral  Thomas,  the  balance  of 
the  cavalry  corps  remained  in  bivouack.  Rutherford  creek,  swollen  by  the 
rains,  and  having  steep  and  abrupt  banks,  could  not  ho  forded.  The  pontoon 
train  was  behind,  and  did  not  amve  until  the  next  day. 

The  enemy  occupied  a  strong  position,  commanding  the  site  of  the  old  bridge. 
General  Hatch  succeeded  in  crossing  a  few  skirmishers  on  the  ruins  of  the  upper 
railroad  bridge,  about  a  mile  from  the  pike,  bot  after  some  skirmishing  with- 
drew them  to  the  north  hank  after  dark. 

The  morning  of  the  26th,  General  Hatch  constructed  a  floating  bridge  out  of 
the  dehris  of  the  lower  railroad  bridge,  and  crossed  his  entire  command  ;  hut 
the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  getting  everthing  across  Duck  river  the  night 
before.  This  stresm  being  also  much  swollen,  could  not  be  crossed  until 
the  pontoon  bridge  was  laid.  Brigadier  Generals  Johnson  and  Knipe  were 
Bent  to  Nashville  to  remonnt  their  dismounted  brigades  on  the  20tb. 

Onthe24tbofDecember,thowholecorpshavingerossedDnck river, resumed  the 
pni-3uit,but  General  Hood  had  improved  his  opportunity,  and  re-formed  his  resr- 
guarJ  by  selecting  all  of  the  well  armed  infantry  of  his  command.  They  were 
organized  into  eight  brigades  of  about  five  hundred  mea  each.  The  available 
cavalry  that  could  he  conti-olled  were  also  used,  all  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant General  Forrest.  The  teams  and  body  of  the  army  were  hurried  towards 
the  Tennessee  river,  marching  to  Pulaski,  and  thence  by  the  dirt  roads  to  Bain- 
bridge.  The  rear-guard  had  thus  a  clear  road,  and  when  pressed  could  fall  back 
rapidly.  The  country  on  the  right  and  left  of  ttie  pike,  very  broken  and  densely 
timbered,  was  almost  impassable ;  the  pike  itself  passing  through  the  gorges  of 
the  hills,  was  advantageous  to  the  enemy.  Witli  a  few  men  he  conld  compel 
the  pursuing  force  to  develop  a  li-ont  almost  anywhere.  In  the  vicinity  of 
Lynnville,  the  country  being  open,  the  rebels  were  driven  rapidly  back,  and  at 
Buford's  station,  near  Richland  creelc,  while  Hatch  was  pressing  them  on  the 
pike,  Croxton  struck  them  in  flank,  and  drove  them  in  confusion  beyond  Eich- 
land  creek.  In  this  affau-  one  flag  and  a  number  of  prisoners  were  captured, 
and  the  rebel  General  Buford  wounded  through  the  leg.  The  rebels  retreated 
that  night  to  the  vieinity  of  Pulaski,  but  the  next  day  were  driven  through  that 
place,  closely  pressed  by  Hanison's  hi-iga3e.  The  brigade  across  llichland 
ci-cek  was  saved  by  the  celerity  and  good  management  witii  whicli  Colonel  Hax- 
n'son  handled  his  command,  so  that  without  delaying  he  continued  the  pursnit, 
and  by  2  p.  m,  came  up  with  the  enemy  strongly  intrenched  at  the  head  of  a 
heavily  wooded  and  deep  ravine  through  which  ran  the  road.  The  country  was 
so  difficult  and  broken  that  the  men  of  Harrison's  brigade  were  necessarily  in 
weak  order,  but  nothing  daunted,  they  pressed  the  enemy's  skirmishers  back 
to  their  fortified  position.  Here  they  wei-o  compelled  to  halt,  and  while  the  ti'oops 
of  Hatch's,  Croxton's,  and  Hammond's  commands  were  marching  through  the 
woods  to  their  support,  a  few  hundred  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  for  the  first  time 
Bince  the  battles  about  Nashville,  sallied  forth  from  their  breastworks  and  drove 
back  Harrison's  attenuated  skirmish  line,  and  captured  one  gun  of  Smith's  battery 
I,  fourtli  United  States  artillery.  They  were  promptly  driven  back,  but  had 
succeeded  in  getting  the  captured  gun  off,     Hammond,  Croxton,  and  Hatch 
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moving  on  tli3  flanks  of  their  position,  tliey  abandoned  it  hastily  just  before 
night,  leaviog  about  fifty  prisoners  in  otir  hands. 

Oa  the  26th  the  pursuit  was  continued  to  the  Sugar  creeek,  the  enemy  fulling 
back,  aad  making  but  slight  resistance.  At  the  latter  place  they  took  up  a  strong 
poaition,  and  hold  it  until  Gfeneral  Hammond  had  developed  hia  forces,  and  got 
ready  to  attack.  Hastily  withdrawing,  they  continued  their  march  throughout 
the  night.  It  has  now  become  evident  that  no  effort  on  the  part  of  my  com- 
mand could  again  bring  Forrest  to  such  another  eugagement.  Having  neither 
rations  nor  forage,  and  learning  that  the  main  body  of  the  rebel  troops  bad  ah'eady 
reached  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee,  I  dit-ected  the  corps  to  halt,  and  the 
next  morning  I  sent  Colonel  Spaulding,  of  the  twelfth  Tennosseo  cavalry,  with 
five  hundred  picked  men,  after  the  enemy,  with  directions  to  continue  the  pursaiE 
until  lie  had  reached  the  Tennessee  river.  He  reached  the  river  at  Bainbridge 
early  on  the  morning  of  tho  28th,  the  last  of  the  enemy  having  crossed  and  taken 
up  the  bridge  during  the  night.  The  road  from  Pulaski  to  Bainbridge  was  as 
bad  as  it  could  possibly  be,  the  country  through  which  it  runs  almost  entirely 
denuded  of  forage  and  army  supplies.  Both  men  and  horses  suffered  greatly. 
Hood  having  effected  his  escape,  the  corps  was  ordered  to  Eastport  for  the  pur- 
pose of  refitting  and  resting.  Before  this  order  was  received,  however,  Hatch, 
Hammond,  and  Harrison  had  marched  to  Athens,  on  the  road  to  Huntsville,  in 
pursuance  of  previous  instructions  from  General  Thomas,  The  report  of  the 
provost  marshal  shows  that  during  these  operations  the  corps  captured  from  tho 
enemy  thirty-two  guns,  eleven  caissons,  twelve  colore,  three  thoueand  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  prisoners,  including  one  general  ofGcer,  and  compelled  them 
to  abandon  or  destroy  over  one  hundred  wagons,  eight  ambulances^,  and  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  mules.  Detachments  of  the  sixth  and 
seventh  divisions  accompanied  the  movement  of  Major  General  Steedman  south 
of  the  Tennessee,  and  bumed  the  i-ebel  pontoon  and  a  large  supply  train — iu 
all  eighty  pontoons,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  wagons.  Our  losses  were 
one  gun,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  officers  and  men  killed,  five  hundred  and 
twenty-one  wounded,  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  missing. 

For  the  details  of  these  operations,  and  acts  of  special  gallantry,  1  respect- 
fully refer  to  the  reports  of  Generals  McCook,  Hatch,  Hammond,  Johnson,  and 
Oroston,  which  I  submit  herewith,  Keporte  of  other  commanders  will  be  sent 
forward  as  soon  as  obtained. 

The. operations  of  the  third  division,  extending  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah, 
are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  (Icnera!  Kilpatrick  and  his  subordinate  officers, 
submitted  herewith. 

General  Kilpatrick  and  his  gallant  command  are  spei,ia'ly  worthy  of  praise 
for  the  admirable  manner  iu  ^hieh  thej  co  operated  with  the  movements  of  the 
infaatiy  in  their  loug  and  income  inaich,  as  well  as  for  the  confidence  aad 
bravery  with  which  they  attieked  and  defeated,  at  various  times,  the  superior 
numbei-s  of  the  rebel  cavalry  under  General  Wlipelei 

The  officers  of  my  staff  have  peifoimcd  theu  duties  most  cSiciently  throughout 
the  entire  campaign,  but  I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  A,  J, 
Alexander,  assistant  adjutant  general  17th  corps,  chief  of  staff.  Major  E.  B. 
Beaumont,  assistant  adjutant  general,  Captain  E.  B,  Carling,  chief  qnartermastet, 
and  Captain  J,  0.  Reed,  chief  commissary.  These  officers  have  fully  earned 
tho  pi-omotion  for  which  they  have  been  already  recommended  to  the  War  De- 
partment. 

It  is  with  gi-eat  pleasure  I  mention  the  sen-ices  of  Mojor  TV.  P.  Chambliss 
and  Captain  John  Green,  United  States  army,  inspectors  of  cavalry.  In  fur- 
nishing re-mounts,  arms,  and  preparing  troops  for  the  field,  they  have  done  more 
than  ail  other  persons  towards  promoting  the  efficiency  of  the  cavalry  service 
in  this  military  division. 

Bofoyr-  closing  this  report  it  may  not  be  improper  to  say  that  through  the 
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entire  campaign  the  bravery  and.  staadinesa  of  the  cavalry  troops,  new  and  old- 
were  most  conspicuous.  Notliing  could  have  been  more  admirable  than  their 
conduct  on  the  Harpeth,  in  the  two  days'  battle  at  Nashville,  in  the  affwr  on 
the  West  Harpeth,  or  in  the  pursuit  which  followed.  I  know  of  no  battles  in  the 
war  where  the  influence  of  the  cavalry  wasuiore  patient,  or  of  any  pursuit  sus- 
tained so  long  and  well.  The  results  of  the  eampaigii,  added  to  those  following 
the  same  policy  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  clearly  demonstrate  the  wisdom 
of  massing  the  cavalry  of  an  army,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  obtain  fiom  the 
War  Department  a  recognition  of  the  corps  already  organized. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  H.  WILSON, 
Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  Valnnteers,  Cammaiidiug. 
Brigadier  General  W.  D.  WHipPLE, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  C/iief  of  Staff, 

Headquarters  Department  nf  the  Cvmhcrlund. 


HE.iDQUARTBRS  DISTRICT  OF  EtOWAH, 

Clutttanooga,  Tetm.,  January  37,  1365. 

GaxGRAL :  1  hLivc  the  liouor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  during  the  recent  campaiga,  which  resulted  in  the  defeat  of 
the  enemy  before  Nashville  and  his  retreat  to  Alabama, 

In  obedience  to  orders  of  Major  General  Thomas,  my  command,  consisting  of 
the  eighteenth  i-egimeat  Ohio  volantcora,  sixty-eighth  regiment  Indiana  volun- 
teers, sixth  Indiana  dismounted  cavalry,  fourteonll!,  sixteenth,  and  forty-fourth 
"United  States  colored  troops,  detachment  of  the  14th,  aOth,  and  J7th  army  corps, 
orgaaiaed  into  a  provisional  division  and  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Charles 
Craft,  and  the  eighteenth  and  twentieth  Indiana  batteries,  amounting  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  about  fifty-two  hundred  men,  moved  from  Chattanooga,  by  railroad,  on 
Uie  29th  day  of  November,  and  proceeded  to  Cowan,  Tennessee,  where  I  took  my 
coramand  from  the  cars  the  next  morning  at  8  o'clock  and  placed  it  in  position. 

At  6  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  same  day,  I  received  an  order  by  telegraph,  from 
the  major  general  commanding,  to  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible  wiUi  my  com- 
mand and  report  to  him  at  Hashville,  arriving  at  that  place  at  5  o'clock  p.  m. 
oo  the  first  day  of  December.  By  an  accident  to  one  of  the  trains,  the  command 
of  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  forty-fourth  United  States  colored  infantry,  was  de- 
tained until  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  December,  when  the  train  conveying  the 
troops  was  attacked  by  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  five  miles  south  of  Nashville. 
I.herewith  snbmit  Colonel  Johnson's  report  of  the  encounters  with  the  enemy. 

On  the  2d  day  of  December  I  moved  my  command,  by  order  of  the  major 
general  commanding,  into  position,  and  ocenpied  and  fortified  the  ridge  between 
the  Murfreesboi-o'  and  Nolensville  pike,  and  crossing  the  Nashville  and  Chatta- 
nooga railroad  on  Sain's  farm. 

December  3. — By  oi-der  of  Major  General  Thomas,  I  withdrew  my  command 
from  the  position  occupied  the  day  previous  and  placed  it  on  a  line  indicated, 
nearer  the  city  of  Nashville,  on  the  north  side  of  Brown's  creek  extending  from 
the  Nolensville  pike  across  the  Murfreesho  o  p  ke  the  left  est  ng  near  the 
liouse  of  Major  Lewis,  a  short  distance  f  om  the  Lebanon  p  be  Ih  s  position 
was  strongly  fortified  by  my  troops  a  d  hell  nt  1  they  we  e  v  tl  I  awn  to 
participate  in  the  action  of  the  15th  of  Decembe 

December  5  and  7. — By  order  of  Majo  Gene  al  Phon  as  Id  e  t  d  a  small 
brigade  of  colored  troops,  under  comman  I  of  Colon  1  T  J  Mo  gan  of  the  four- 
teenth United  States  colored  troops,  and  the  .. 
and  sixth  Indiana  dismounted    cavahy,  under 
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recoLiaoitre  tlio  poaition  of  the  enemy  in  my  front.  Tiiia  force  on  botli  days 
dpovo  t!i6  enemy  from  the  left  of  the  works,  constracted  by  my  command  on 
Bain's  farm,  which  he  had  taken  posacsaion  of  after  my  troops  abandoned  them. 
These  reeonnoiaeanees  were  conducted  hy  the  ofSoera  in  command  with  pvndenee, 
energy,  and  ability,  and  were  suecesafd  in  developing  the  enemy's  position. 
A  detailed  aocouut  of  the  results  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  diionel  Movgan 
herewith  forwarded. 

December  11. — In  compliance  witli  the  order  of  Major  Gronerat  Thonitf?,  I  di- 
rected Brigadier  General  Craft  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position.  This  re- 
connoissance,  made  by  a  brigade  under  the  command  of  Oolone!  J,  G.  Mitchell, 
owing  to  the  whole  surface  of  country  being  covered  with  ice,  rendering  it  im- 
possible for  men  oi-  animals  to  move  over  uneven  groiiiiii,  :ind  on  account  of  the 
steep  slopes  to  ba  ascended  in  approaching  the  eneiny's  position,  was  a  difficult 
duty,  but  it  was  accomplished  and  the  poaition  of  the  enemy  developed. 

Decemf>er  13. — In  obedience  1o  the  order  of  Ma.jor  G-eneral  Thomas,  a  brigade 
of  General  Craft's  troops,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  A.  A.  Mulloy,  recon- 
noitred iu  front  of  my  position  and  felt  the  enemy's  right.  The  groand  being 
atill  covered  with  smooth  ice  rendered  the  movement  tediona  and  hazardons, 
but  under  all  the  disadvantages  was  skilfully  executed,  the  enemy  forced  into 
his  works,  and  the  objects  of  the  reconnoissance  accomplished.  The  movement 
was  Juade  under  the  immediate  direction  of  General  Craft. 

Deceinher  15. — The  weather  having  moderated  and  the  ground  thawed  suffi- 
ciently to  enable  men  and  animals  to  stand  up,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of 
Major  General  Thomas,  the  provisional  division  of  troops,  uader  the  command  of 
Brigadier  General  Craft,  moved  at  4  o'clock  a.  m.  and  relieved  the  troops  of  the 
4th  and  23d  army  corps,  occupying  the  exterior  line  of  works,  «ad  protecting 
the  front  of  this  line  from  the  Acklin  Place  to  Fort  Negley,  and  commanding 
the  approaches  to  the  city  by  the  Granny  White,  Frankliu,  and  Nolensville  pikes. 
Brigadier  General  J.  F.  Miller  reported  his  command  to  me  at  4  o'clock  a.  m., 
and  occupied  the  works  from  Fort  Negley  to  the  Lebanon  pike,  commanding 
the  approaches  to  the  city  by  the  Murfreesboro',  Chicken,  and  Lebanon  pikes. 
Brigadier  Geceral  J.  L.  I>oi!aldson  reported  his  command  at  6  o'clock  and  oc- 
cupied the  works  from  the  right  of  General  Craft's  command  to  the  Cumberland 
river,  commanding  the  approaches  to  the  city  by  the  Harding  and  Hillsboro' 
turnpikes.  Having  thus  disposed  the  troops  as  directed  for  the  protraction  of  the 
city,  fully  commanding  all  its  approaches,  and  rendering  the  ptiblic  property  aad 
supplies  secure  against  sudden  attack  from  either  Sank,  I  moved  at  half  p^t  5 
o'clock  a.  m..  in  obedience  to  the  ordei-s  of  Major  General  Thomas,  with  the 
twelfth,  thirteenth,  and  one  handreth  regiments  of  colored  ti-oops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Thompson,  of  the  twelfth  colored;  the  fourteenth,  seventeenth, 
forty-fourth,  and  a  detachment  of  the  eighteenth  regiment  colored  troops,  nnder 
command  of  Colonel  T.  J.  Morgan,  of  the  fourteenth  colored;  the  sixty-eighth 
Indiana  volantcers,  eighteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  and  the  second  battalion  of  the 
14th  army  corps,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  H.  Grosvenor,  and 
the  twentieth  Indiana  and  eighteenth  Ohio  batteries,  to  attack  the  enemy's 
right,  employ  his  forces  at  that  point,  and  as  far  as  possible  by  my  movement  Ui 
mislead  him  as  to  the  real  point  of  attack.  The  fog  was  very  dense  aud  delayed , 
somewhat,  movement  on  the  entire  line.  A  few  minutes  before  8,  when  the  fog 
had  partially  cleared  away  and  all  my  dispositions  had  been  made  for  attack, 
Brigadier-  General  William  D.  Whipple,  chief  of  staff  of  the  department  of  the 
Cumberland,  instructed  me,  by  order  of  Major  General  Thomas,  as  to  the  line  of 
attack;  at  8  o'clock,  the  time  designated,  the  attack  was  made  by  the  treops  of 
Colonel  Morgan  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Grosvenor,  Colonel  Morgan  command- 
ing, advancing  from  the  Murfreesboro'  pike  towards  Biddler's  Hill,  rapidly 
driving  in  the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  and  assaulting  his  line  of  works  between 
the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  and  the  Murfreesboro'  pike.     In  this 
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asaauU  the  troops  bebaved  i/eli,  cai-iying  a  position  of  the  enemy's  works,  but 
as  they  ■were  exposed  to  destructive  fire,  the  enemy  rapidly  rc-enforcing  that 
point  of  his  line,  and  as  my  object  was  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  the  purposes 
of  the  major  general  commandiDg,  I  withdrew  this  force  and  immediately  re- 
formed it  for  an  attack  on  a  force  occupying  an  earthwork  east  of  and  within 
short  ninaket  range  of  the  Kaiaa  house.  This  attack  was  made  at  11  o'clock 
a.  m.  and  resulted  in  my  troops  getting  possession  of  the  Rains  house  and  other 
adjacent  brick  out -buildings,  which  were  loopholed  and  held  until  next  morning. 
While  these  attacks  were  being  made  by  the  ti'oops  uodor  Colonel  Morgan, 
Colonel  Thompson's  command  moved  across  Brown's  creek,  between  the  Nolens- 
villo  and  Murfreesboro'  turnpikes,  and  attacked  and  caiTied  the  left  of  the  front 
lise  of  works  of  tho  enemy  resting  on  the  Nolensrilie  pike.  This  portion  of  the 
enemy's  hne  was  held  by  Colonel  Thompson's  command  until  the  morning  of  the 
16tb.  During  the  operations  of  my  command  against  the  enemy's  right,  G-eneral 
Crafl,  holding  the  exterior  line  protecting  tho  city  and  watching  vigilantly  all 
the  movements,  saw  an  opportunity  to  use  his  artillery  on  a  ilying  column  of 
the  enemy's  troops,  and  promptly  ordered  the  twenty-fonrth  Indiana  battery, 
Captain  Sturm,  to  open,  which  he  did  with  effect,  scattering  and  demoraliaing 
this  fovce.  Darkness  closed  the  operations  of  the  day;  all  the  orders  I  received 
from  Major  Gfeneral  Thomas  had  been  executed,  his  plana  successful,  and 
victory  crowned  our  efforts.  Throughout  the  day,  and  uatii  the  action  closed 
at  dark,  my  command  behaved  nobly,  making  the  several  aasaalta  ordered  with 
cool,  steady  bravery,  retiring  only  when  ordered  to  do  so.  A  portion  of  the 
commaad  suffered  severely;  but  no  troops  behaving  as  gallant  as  they  did,  in 
assaulting  fortified  positions,  could  have  suffered  less  or  borne  their  losses  more 
heroically. 

December  16. — At  G  o'clock  a.  m,,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  ifajor  Genera! 
Thomas,  my  command  moved  on  the  enemy's  works  and  found  that  he  bad 
evaeuated  the  right  of  his  line  in  my  front  during  the  night.  Pushing  out  my 
troops  on  the  Noleusville  pike,  rapidly  driving  his  cavalry,  I  took  up  a  position 
between  the  Nolensville  pike  and  the  left  of  tho  4th  corps,  commanded  by 
Biigadicr  Gfeneral  T.  J.  Wood,  my  right  resting  on  the  railroad,  my  left  refused 
near  the  Nolensville  pike  and  covering  the  entire  left  of  our  line,  engaging  and 
putting  to  flight  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  General  Craft,  as  I  advanced 
witli  the  troops  under  my  command,  uncoveriug  the  approaches  to  the  city  by 
the  way  of  the  Murfreesboro'  and  Nolensville  pike,  promptly  pushed  forward  a 
brigade  of  his  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  John  G.  Mitchell,  and 
occupied  Eiddier'a  Hill,  protecting  our  rear  against  any  attempt  of  the  enemy 
to  use  bis  cavalry  to  annoy  us  or  interfere  with  our  ammonitiou  or  ambidaiice 
trains.  At  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  Major  General  Thomas, 
my  command  formed  a  junction  with  the  command  of  General  Wood,  and  my 
troops  united  witii  General  Wood's  in  assaulting  the  enemy,  who  was  strongly 
posted  and  fortified  on  Overton  Hill,  In  this  assault,  although  unsuccessfiil, 
the  troops  engaged — two  hrigtidea  of  General  Wood's,  and  Colonel  Thompson's 
brigade  of  colored  troops,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Grosvenor's  brigade,  fiom  my 
command — exhibitKid  courage  and  steadiness,  that  challenged  the  admiration  of 
all  who  witnessed  the  charge.  The  concentrated  fire  of  musketry  ^nd  canister 
from  the  enemy's  works  forced  back  tho  men  with  severe  loss.  They  were 
immediately  reformed  to  renew  the  assault  which  woiild  have  been  promptly 
made,  but  a  division  of  General  Wood's  troops,  as  I  was  informed,  on  the  right 
of  the  Franklin  pike,  taking  advantage  of  the  withdrawal  by  the  nnniay  of  a 
portion  of  his  troops  in  their  front  to  re-enforce  Overton  Hill,  made  a  charge, 
which  caused  the  entire  line  of  the  enemy  to  give  way  and  letieat  rapidly  and  in 
disorder.  My  troops,  in  conjunction  with  General  Wood's,  immediately  pnrsncd 
rapidly,  tEiking  a  number  of  prisonewi.  The  pursnit  was  contmued  until  after 
dark,  when  onr  exhausted  troops  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  Brentwood. 
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December  17. — My  command,  in  obedience  to  orders,  contitiucd  tlie  puraiiilt 
covering  and  protecting  the  left  of  our  line,  moving  from  Brentwood,  on  tne  Wil- 
son pike,  to  a  point  four  miles  south  of  Brentwood,  and  crossing  from  that  point 
by  a  Bouthweat  road  to  Franklin,  where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night,  not  being 
able  to  ei'OSB  the  Harpetli  river,  which  waa  much  swoUcti  by  the  heavy  raina 
of  the  nigbt  and  day  previous,  and  the  bridges  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

December  IS. — My  command  moved  across  tlie  river  and  proceeded  about 
three  miles  beyond  Franklin,  on  the  road  to  Spring  Hill,  when,  ia  obedience  to 
ordera,  I  returned  with  my  troops  to  Franklia  and  marched  to  Murfreeoboro'  to 
proceed  by  rail  to  Decatur,  moving  General  Craft's  troops  from  Nashrille  by 
the  Mui'freeBboro'  pike.  The  whole  command  was  concentrated  at  Murfreesboio' 
on  the  evening  of  the  SOtli.  At  Miirfreesboro'  I  received  despatches  from  Colo- 
nel A.  J.  Mackay,  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department,  informing  me  that 
the  transportation  necessary  to  move  my  command  by  rail  to  Decatur  was  on 
the  way  from  Chattanooga,  and  transports  conveying  supplies  would  meet  mo 
at  such  point  as  1  might  designate.  These  orders  and  dispositions  of  Colonel 
Mackay  were  all  perfect,  but  the  severe  cold  weather  and  the  criminal  negli- 
gence, incompetency,  and  ijidifferenee  of  a  portion  of  the  I'ailroad  employes  oc- 
casioned serioas  delay. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  December  my  commnod  moved  from  Murf'rees- 
bovo',  reaching  the  mouth  of  Limestone  river  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  where 
I  found  Brigadier  General  E.  8,  Granger  with  his  command,  with  four  g!in- 
boats,  one  armed  transport,  {the  Stone  Itiver,)  and  five  traiiaportB,  with  rations 
and  forage,  forwarded  from  Chattanooga  for  my  command. 

December  27. — Having  constructed  the  trestles  and  secured  the  plank  nccss- 
sary  to  bridge  a  lagoon  on  the  south  aide  of  the  Tennessee  river,  the  night  pro- 
vions,  I  moved  a  portion  of  my  command,  with  the  transports  convoyed  by  the 
gunboats,  down  the  river  to  a  point  three  miles  above  Decatur,  where  a  landing 
was  efFected,  the  lagoon  rapidly  bridged,  the  troops  crossed  and  pushed  out  in 
the  direction  of  Decatur.  The  enemy  attempted  to  check  the  crossing  of  the 
ti-oopa  with  artillery,  whii:h  he  posted  within  half  a  mile  of  where  we  were 
crossing  the  lagoon;  but  my  advance  having  crossed  before  this  artillery  opened, 
waa  rapidly  pushed  out  and  drove  it  off.  At  3  o'clock  p.  m.  the  whole  of  my 
infantry  had  crossed,  and  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.  was  in  possession  of  Decatuv. 

Decemher  28. — My  artillery  and  cavalry  were  crossed,  the  command  rationed, 
and  moved  out  three  miles  on  the  road  to  Oourtland.  The  cavalry,  the  fifteenth 
Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Palmer,  and  detacliments  of  tlic  second  Teoiiessee,  tenth, 
twelfth,  and  thirteenth  Indiana,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Proaser, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  650  men,  Colonel-  William  L.  Palmer,  of 
the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  commanding,  moved  from  Decatnr  at  8  o'clock  p. 
m.  and  pushed  rapidly  forward,  encountering  the  enemy  six  miles  from  the  river 
ia  the  Oourtland  road,  and  at  once  attacked  and  routed  him,  capturing  his  artil- 
lery, a  section  of  6-pounder  brass  guns.' 

Decemher  39. — My  command  moved  at  daylight,  the  cavalry  in  advance, and 
went  into  camp  at  5  o'clock  within  four  miles  of  Oourtland.  The  infantry  met 
no  opposition ;  the  cavalry  skirmished  most  of  the  day  in  advance  of  the  in- 
fantry, driving  the  enemy  rapidly  towards  Oourtland.  At  Pond  spring,  three 
miles  northeast  of  Ooui-tland,  he  made  a  stand,  but  waa  •immediately  chained 
and  routed  by  my  cavalry.  The  report  of  Colonel  Palmer,  commanding  the 
oavahy,  herewith  forwarded,  gives  a  full  account  of  this  affair. 

December  30. — My  infantry  moved  to  Oourtland  and  went  iuto  camp  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Tennessee,  on  Big  Nancy  creek;  the  cavalry  pushed  on  as  far 
as  Leighton,  thirteen  miles  west  of  Oourtland.  At  5  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  a  de- 
spatch from  Colonel  Palmer,  written  at  Leighton,  asking  my  permission  to  pursue, 
capture,  and  destroy  Hood's  pontoon  train.  I  immediately  gave  him  permission 
to  exercise  his  own  judgment  in  the  matter.     He  decided  to  pursae,  and  in  the 
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most  splendid  maimer  not  only  aecamplishi;d  all  lie  proposed,  the  destruction  of 
the  pontoon  tfain,  bat  poraaed,  captured,  and  destroyed  a,  eapply  train  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  wagona.  Oolooel  Palmer's  eominaud,in  this  enterprising  and  dar- 
ing expedition,  captnred  and  destroyed  upwards  of  threehundredwi^ona,  nearly 
one  thousand  stand  of  arms,  a  large  number  of  mules  and  oxen,  and  captuved  and 
turned  over  two  pieces  of  artilie  j  two  h  ad  ed  p  'sone  s  'ocl  d'ag  thirteen 
commissioned  officers  and  one  h  1  ed  and  se  en  y  s  rv  ceable  n  nies  To 
support  the  movement  of  Colonel  1  aim  Iili  dtob  gad  ?  ot  nf  y 
under  command  of  Colonel  Thompao  o  lov  c  eek  save  lea  we'it  ot 
Coiirtland,  and  one  brigade,  unde  commind  of  C  lonel  b  to  L  „htn 
General  Craft's  division,  with  t!  e  a  t  Uery     e  na  u  1  at  Co     tla  d 

January  3. — Having  learned  that  Colon  1  Palme    had  bee      uec  ssf  1    a  d 
i-eceiving  an  order  from  Major  f  eue  al  Tl  omis  to  i  tu      ny  comm  ad   o  C 
lanoogn,  I  moved  with  my  infant  y  anl  a     Uery  fo    Uecat  r   reach  og  th  t 
place  on  the  evening  of  the  5£ii  of  Jan  a  y 

JaTMtari/  4. — At  1  o'clock  a.  m  I  moved       1    tl     a  tdlery  and  'i  ek  ot  tl  e 
command,  oa  board  the  transports  fo    01  atlanooga  leaving  Br  gal  e    General 
Craft  to  return  with  tbe  infantry  by   ail      Geneial  Craft  wa    delayed  sev    al 
days  on  hia  return  by  an  order  of  Maj  r  Ge  e  a3  Thoinis  d  ecting  b  m  to  pn 
Bue  the  rebel  General  Lyon.     Tl      [  rt  o    of  tl  e  campa  gn  ow  ng  to  the  heavy 
rains  swelling  all  the  streams  out  of  ti  e  r  I    nks  and    end     ng  the   oad^  al  n  at 
wholly  impassable,  was  very  aidu         b  t  was     k  It  lly  anl    at  sfactor  ly  co 
ducted  hy  General  Craft,  result  n,,        the  capture  of  a  pa  t  of  Lyon    me  i  and 
driving  all  that  escaped  out  ot  the    o     t  y  u  te  ly  d  mo  al  z  d      Ti  e    ep    t 
of  General  Crafi,  herewith  forwa  ded  ^    e    a  detaded  h  atory  of  h  s  opera 
in  pursuit  of  Genera!  Lyon. 

January  13. — General  Craft     tu      d  to  Chattinooga  y  th  1  s  con  nand 

The  following  table  will  sho  v  tl  o  casualt  es  of  n  y  comma  d  dur  ng  the 
entire  campaign : 
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The  lai-ger  portion  of  these  losses,  amoanting  ia  the  aggregate  to  fdly  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  raea  under  my  command  who  were  taken  into  action,  it  will 
be  observed,  fell  upon  the  colored  troops.  The  severe  lose  of  this  pait  of  my 
troops  was  in  their  brilliant  charge  on  the  enemy's  works  on  Overton  Hill,  on 
Friday  aftemooD.  I  was  unable  to  discover  that  color  made  any  difFerecce  ia 
the  fighting  of  my  troops ;  all,  white  and  black,  nobly  did  their  duty  as  soldiera, 
and  evinced  clieerfulaess  and  vesolation  such  as  I  have  never  seen  excelled  ia 
any  campaign  of  the  iFar  ia  which  I  have  borne  a  pait.  In  closing  this  brief 
report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  diuing  tJie  campaign,  I  feel  that  just- 
ice eompek  me  to  mention  several  officers  who  distbguisbed  themselves  by  their 
energy,  courage,  and  imremitting  efforts  to  secure  Eiieceas. 

Brigadier  General  Charles  Craft  perfonned  herciilean  labor  in  organizuig, 
ai'ming,  and  ec[uipping  tlie  detachments  of  recruits,  drafted  m^n,  and  fnrlougbed 
aoldiers  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  to  the  number  of  fourteen  thousand,  ten 
.thousand  of  whom  took  part  in  the  campaign,  in  batt-les  before  Nashville,  and  in 
guarding  the  railroad  defences  south  of  the  Tennessee  river.  Six  thousand  of 
these  men  were  commanded  by  the  general  in  person,  in  the  field,  from  tlie  com- 
mencement until  the  close  of  the  campaign.  The  general  deserves  the  thanks 
of  the  country  for  the  able  and  efficientmanncrinwhichhehasperfoimedhisduty. 
Brigadier  General  John  T,  Miller,  commanding  post  of  Nashville,  displayed 
energy,  efficiency,  and  promptnesa  in  placing  his  troops  ia  position  to  hold  a 

Sortioa  of  the  exterior  line  protecting  the  city  of  Nashville.  I  am  much  in- 
ebted  to  Brigadier  General  Donaldson,  chief  c[uarlermaater  of  the  department, 
for  his  ef&cient  and  energetic  efforts  to  fit  out  my  command  on  its  arrival  at 
Nashville,  aad  for  the  assistance  he  rendered,  with  the  armed  mea  of  hie 
department,  in  protecting  the  city  of  Nashville  pending  the  engagement.  My 
thanks  are  due  to  A.  J.  Mackay,  chief  quartei-master  of  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, for  his  promptness  in  famishing  fransportatioa  to  convey  my  com- 
mand from  jJIurft'eosboro'  to  Decatur,  aad  forwai-ding  supplies  for  my  troops, 
by  transports,  to  the  mouth  of  Limestone  river.  Colonel  Felix  Prince  Salm, 
sixty-eighth  New  York  veteran  volunteers,  commanded  a  provisional  brigade 
of  my  troops,  and  exhibited  high  qualities  as  a  soldier.  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend him  for  promotion.  Colonel  T.  J.  Moi^an,  fourteenth  United  States  col- 
ored troops,  behaved  gallantly.  I  respectfully  recommend  him  for  promotion. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  0.  H.  Grosvenor,  eighteejith  Ohio  volunteers,  behaved  nobly 
in  leading  a  charge  on  the  rebel  works  oa  the  Rain's  farm. 

The  following  officers  of  my  staif  accompanied  me  on  the  campaign  and 
discharged  all  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  them  in  a  most  satisfactory  man- 

Oolonel  C.  S.  Cotter,  first  Ohio  light  artillery,  chief  of  artillery ;  Major  S. 
B.  Moe,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Captain  A.  Mills,  eighteenth  United  States 
infantry,  inspector;  Captain  M.  Davis,  fourteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  aidC'de- 
camp ;  Captain  W,  M.  oteedman,  fourteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  aide-de-camp ; 
Lieutenant  I.  G.  M.  Adams,  sixth  Keutucky  cavalry,  assistant  commissaiy sub- 
sistence. Colonel  a.  C.  B.  Banning,  one  Iiuudred  aud  twenty-first  Ohio  vol- 
unteera,  servedme  ably  as  provost  marshal ;  Captain  A.  R.  Keller,  assistant  cjuar- 
termaster,  reported  to  me  and  rendered  me  efficient  service  as  quartermaster  for 
my  command.  I  am  deeply  indebted  to  Major  8.  B.  Moe,  my  assistant  adju- 
tant general,  for  his  efficient  and  gallant  services  on  the  field,  as  well  as  for  the  val- 
uable aid  which  his  large  experience  as  arailroad  inaa  enabled  him  to  render  mc  in 
pushing  through  the  trains  conveying  my  troops  from  Chattanooga  to  Nashville, 
and  from  Murfreesboro'  to  Decatur.  Captain  Osborn,  twentieth  Indiana  bat- 
tei-y,  and  Captain  Ayleshire,  eighteenth  Ohio  battery,  deserve  praise  for  the 
effective  and  gallant  manner  ia  which  they  handled  their  respective  batteries. 
I  am  pleased  to  mention  Mr.  Stevens,  ■superintendent  of  the  Nashville  and  Chat- 
tanooga railroad,  Sfr.  Tallmadge,  maafr  of  trau'^portation  at  Chattanooga,  and 


■Google 


428  KKPORT  OF  MAJOK  GENERAL  THOJIA.S. 

Mr.  Biyiiiit,  assistant  superintendent  ol'  tlie  Naslivilie  and  ObatCanooga  road, 
as  most  honorable  exceptions  among  the  railroad  men  who  have  been  censured 
by  me  for  neglect  of  duty.  These  gentlemen  did  everything  in  their  power  to 
aid  me  in  getting  over  the  road  wifli  my  command.  I  respectfully  commend 
them  for  their  efforts,  I  respectfully  recommend  Oolonel  William  L.  Palmer, 
fifteenth  I'eansylvania  cavalry,  for  promotion  for  dietinguished,  gallant,  aikd 
aucceaaful  services  in  ptirsning,  capturing,  and  destroying  the  pontoon  and  sup- 
ply train  of  the  enemy.  I  fnliy  concur  in  all  G-eneral  Craft  ha?  said  in  his  re- 
port in  commendation  of  the  officere  of  his  command.  Mr.  James  R.  Flavel,  of 
Chattanooga,  accompanied  me  throughont  the  campaign,  and  rendered  me  effi- 
cient and  valuable  ser^'ices  na  volunteer  aid. 
Kcspecffivny  Buhmitterl. 

JABIE8  B.  STEEDMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 


HSADQlJAR'l'EKS  DEPARTMENT  OF  TUE  OiilO, 

LouismBe,  Ky.,  January  6,  1SG5. 

G-Bi\GiiAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  for  toqi  information,  and  the  informa- 
tion of  those  concerned,  the  following  official  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
United  States  forces  under  my  comraand  during  the  months  of  Snvember  and 
December,  1864,  iu  East  Tennessee  and  sonthwestcm  Virginia : 

During  the  month  of  Kovember  General  Breckinridge,  of  the  rebel  army, 
collected  together  all  the  forces  at  his  disposal,  and  drove  the  brigade  of  Ten- 
nessee troops,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  A.  0.  Gillem,  fromSall'e 
gap.  East  Tennessee,  to  Knoxville,  It  was  thonght  that  Breckinridge,  after  this 
snocesa,  might  think  it  expedient  to  continue  to  act  on  tlie  aggressive  and  extend 
his  operations  either  to  Middle  Tennessee  or  into  the  western  portion  of  Ken- 
tucky. Acting  upon  this  contingency,  and  with  the  sanction  of  General  Thomas, 
I  directed  Brevet  Major  General  Burhridge,  commanding  the  district  of  Kentucky, 
to  concentrate  every  available  man  !ie  could  mount  at  some  convenient  point  in 
the  rente  from  Ijcxington,  Kentucky,  to  Cumberland  gap,  and  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  mount  as  many  men  as  possible,  I  orda-cd  him  to  impress  horses  wherever 
he  could  find  them.  Subsequently,  I  ordered  him  to  push  his  forces  by  forced 
marches  to  Cumberland  gap,  where  ho  would  receive  further  inatnictions ;  and 
went  myself,  by  rail,  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  to  take  the  direction  of  affairs  in 
that  region.  Upon  my  anival  in  Knoxville  I  found  the  condition  of  affairs  far 
from  what  could  have  been  wished  or  I  had  expected.  I  immediately  took 
measures  to  concentrate  the  forces  in  East  Tennessee  and  put  them  in  conditioit 
to  take  the  field.  The  deficiencies  in  the  quartei-masters'  and  subsistence  sup- 
plies were,  by  a  free  use  of  the  raih'oad  and  river  transportation,  soon  supplied; 
personal  animosities  were  somewhat  abated;  criminations  and  recriminations  by 
commanders,  and  which  had  extended  to  the  commands  themselves,  were,  in  a 
great  measure,  silenced,  and  confidence  was  restored  to  a  badly  stampeded  com- 
munity. The  force  nnder  General  Burbridge  anived  at  Onmberlaud  gap  on  the 
24th  of  November,  and,  according  to  his  official  report,  araonatcdto  about  4,200 
aggregate,  and  four  guns. 

On  the  29th  of  November  I  directed  General  Burbridge  to  move  over  to  Bean's 
station,  and  to  rest  and  to  put  his  command  in  conditioa  to  move  in  any  direction 
at  a  moment's  warning.  General  Gillem  was  endeavoring  to  reorganize  and 
refit  his  command,  and  to  that  end  I  ordered  to  be  turned  over  to  him  everything 
on  hand  in  Knoxville,  and  which  was  not  othenviae  assigned,  that  he  required, 
which  enabled  him  to  put  in  the  field  about  1,500  effective  men.  The  dismounted 
fores  under  Brigadier  General  J.  Ammen,  and  the  supply  and  ordnance  trains, 
were  put  in  readiness  to  move  at  any  moment. 
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On  the  26th  of  November  I  submitted  to  yonraeif  and  Gen(mil  TI:om;iR  a 
plan  of  operations  fis  follows ; 

"General:  *  *  *  s:  *  i:  a: 

"  The  enemy,  variously  estimated  at  from  3,000  to  (5,000,  were  yesterday 
between  T^evr  Miirket  and  Bull's  gap,  engaged  in  effectually  <Ie8troying  thii 
railroad,  and  I  am  in  hopes  he  will  remain  there  nntii  we  are  ready  to  move. 
If  he  does,  I  propose  hy  a  rapid  and  forced  roareb  to  coneenti'ate  a!i  the  cav- 
alry at  Estiliville,  and  at  iho  aame  time  to  move  the  supplies  and  foot  uj)  U< 
Bean's  station  or  Eogeraville.  It  is  possible,  by  this  move,  that  we  will  ba 
able  to  reach  Bristol  befoi-e  the  enemy  can,  and  thus  cut  him  off  from  Saltville 
and  force  him  acMiss  the  mount^ns  into  North  Cai-olina,  and  maybe  to  destroy 
the  salt-works.  Should  he  get  the  start  of  iis  we  can  drive  him  up  tho  valley, 
and  North  Oaroiina  thus  is  opened  up  to  us,  and  for  that  matter  South  Carolina 
too.  Four  daya'  march  would  take  the  cavalry  to  Salisbury,  from  which  point 
we  could  act  north  or  south,  according  to  eireamstauces.  The  foot,  with  a  small 
portion  of  the  cavalry,  could  cover  our  movements  or  fail  back  to  Knoxvillo, 
acccording  to  the  jiccessities  of  tho  case.  Breckinridge  would  have  eilhor 
to  follow  us,  remain  to  gnard  the  salt-works,  or  make  a  counter-move  into 
Kentucky.  If  he  does  the  first,  it  will  be  tho  means  of  effectually  relieving 
Kentucky  from  an  invasion ;  or  if  he  does  either  of  the  two  latter,  wo  shall  be 
free  to  operate  unmolested, 

"I  Buomit  this  for  your  consideration,  and  if  you  approve  of  the  idea  please 
inform  me  by  telegraph.  I  hope  you  will  not  disapprove  it,  as  I  tiiink  I  can 
see  very  important  results  from  ite  execution.  I  owe  the  southern  confederacy 
a  debt  I  am  anxioos  to  liquidate,  and  this  appears  a  propitious  occasion. 

"  I  am,  vt'ry  lespcctfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

-GEOEGE^  STONEMAW, 

"  Major  General  Commanding. 
"Major  General  ScHOFiKi.o, 

"  Ctmitnandipg  Forces  in  the  Field." 

To  which  I  received,  per  telegraph,  the  following  reply  : 

"Nashville,  December  tJ,  1864—8  p.  m. 
"To  Major  Generiil  S'j'ONUMAr^,  Knoxville; 

"  1  approve  of  the  first  part  of  the  plan  proposed  in  your  letter,  November  26, 
1864,  viz,,  to  push  the  enemy  as  far-  back  as  possible  into  Virginia  and  destro)- 
the  salt-works  and  railroad.  I  cannot  decide  as  to  further  operations  until  affaii  f 
havo  taken  a  more  definite  shape,  therefore  do  not  undertake  the  other  entoi- 
priso  without  further  orders.  Inform  ree  by  lolegi'aph  when  you  start, and  ketji 
me  advised  of  your  pi'ogress. 

-J.  M.  HCHOFIELD, 

"Major  Genera/." 

On  tho  7th  of  Ueeeraher  I  sent  tlie  foiuth  Tennesseo  and  the  third  Nortli 
Carolina  infantry,  uta  Sevlerville,  to  Paint  Hock  with  instructions  to  hold  tht- 
passeg  over  the  mountains  into  North  Carolina  uutil  East  TennoBsee  was  evacu- 
ated by  the  enemy;  after  which,  Colonel  Patterson,  with  his  foiu-th  Tennessee, 
was  to  move  down  the  Fi-ench  Broad  river  and  protect  the  government  trains 
in  collecting  forage,  and  the  third  North  Oaroiina,  Colonel  Kirk,  was  to  seonr 
[he  mountaiii  region  between  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina  and  clear  it  of 
rebels. 

On  the  ninth  of  December  the  two  regiments  of  Ohio  lieavy  artillery,  which 
h.td  been  for  some  days  at  Strawberry  plains,  and  tho  supply  trains,  were  ordered 
In  Biair'a  crcss-roads,  followed  the  !if)xt  day  hy  GiJletr.'i.'.  command  and  myself. 
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Oil  the  lltli  we  were  all  at  Bean's  Btatioii,  where  Gfeneral  Burhiidge  joined 
me  and  received  his  iustractions.  Up  to  this  time  no  one  kneiv  where  we  were 
going  or  what  were  my  instructions,  not  even  ray  staff  officers;  nor  until  tlie 
day  following  did  the  enemy  find  out  that  we  had  moved  from  Knoxville.  During 
the  night  of  the  lltb  the  men  were  supplied  from  the  trains  with  all  the  amma- 
nition  or  rations  they  could  carry  on  themselves  and  horses.  Leaving  Bean's 
station  on  the  morning  of  the  ISth  we  reached  the  north  fork  of  the  Holston 
river,  opposite  Kingsport,  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  Here  Gen- 
eral Giltem,  who  was  in  the  advance,  fouiid  Duke's  command.  This  was  John 
Morgan's  old  command,  and  was  at  that  time  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Riehard  Moi^an,  a  brother  of  John,  Duke  being  absent  on  leave.  After  a 
short  contest  Gillem  succeeded  in  crossing  the  river,  and  afterwards  in  killing, 
capturing,  or  dispersing  the  whole  force,  capturing  Morgan  himself  and  his  whole 
wagon  train." 

During  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the  13th  I  pushed  Burbridge's  command 
on  to  Bristol  with  instructions  to  endeavor  to  intercept  Vaugn,  who  had  for  a 
long  time  been  at  Greenville  with  a  force  variously  estimated,  but  which  I  thought 
to  be  about  1,200  strong.  During  the  night  I  followed  with  Gillem's  command, 
and  reached  Bi-istol  early  in  the  day  of  the  14tb.  On  the  way  I  received  two 
messages  through  staff  officers  from  General  Burbridge,  asking  for  re-enforce- 
ments. The  roads  being  very  heavy,  I  directed  the  caissons  to  be  destroyed, 
which  enabled  us  to  add  more  horses  to  each  gun  and  move  much  more  rapidly. 
Arrived  at  Bristol,  I  found  that  only  picket  firing  had  taken  place;  a  dense  fog 
prevailed,  and  fearing  that  Vaugn  would  get  past  us  during  the  night  and  into 
Saltville  and  make  a  junction  with  Breckinridge,  I  pushed  Burbridge  on  to 
Abingdon  with  directions  for  him  to  send  a  regiment  fi-om  that  point  with  in- 
structions to  strike  the  railroad  at  some  point  between  Saltville  and  Wytheville,. 
the  object  being  to  prevent  re- enforcements  from  reaching  the  salt-works  from 
the  direction  of  Lynchburg.  After  having  waited  at  Bristol  until  Gillem's  com- 
mand bad  completed  the  destruction  there  which  had  been  eommejieed  by 
Burhiidge,  started  back  the  prisoners,  &e.,  I  left  with  Gillem  and  reached 
Abingdon  about  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  15th.  Here,  leannng  that  Vaugn 
was  moving  up  on  a  road  parallel  with  and  running  eight  or  ten  miles  from  the 
one  we  were  on,  I  pushed  Gillem  on  to  Glade  springs,  B  b  'dge  foUo  v'ng  a 
few  hotu-B  afterwards ;  the  whole  command  spending  the  fo  e  pa  t  of  tl  n  ght  at 
that  point. 

At  2  a.  m.  of  the  16th  we  were  again  in  motion.  I  was  nforn  d  thn.  t!  e 
12th  Kentucky  cavalry,  the  regiment  sent  ahead  from  Ab  uglon  hal  pa  ed  tl  e 
day  previous  and  was  pushing  on,  after  having  threatened  the  salt  vo  ks  a  1 
cut  off  and.  destroyed  two  railroad  ti'ains,  which  had  brought  B  eck  adge  ■«  t! 
a  battery  of  artillery  and  re-enforcements  down  from  Wy  thevdle.  Plie  question 
with  me  now  was,  whether  to  move  on  the  salt-works  and  attempt  to  capture  and 
destroy  them  first,  or  to  pass  them  by  with  the  main  force,  threatening  them  with 
a  brigade,  and  to  endeavor  to  capture  or  disperse  Vaugn,  destroy  the  railroad  as 
far  as  possible,  destroy  Wytheville  and  the  lead-works  on  New  river,  and  re- 
turning take  the  salt-works  at  our  leisure,  I  dLcidcd  on  the  latter.  Gillem  was 
directed  to  push  on,  and  tiy  and  overtake  Vauga;  and  if  he  should,  to  pursue 
him  to  Wytheville  or  beyond.  By  his  reijuest  I  rc-enforeed  him  witTi  two 
regiments  from  Burbridge,  the  eleventh  Kentucky  and  the  eleventh  Michigan, 
threatened  the  salt-works  with  Wade's  brigade,  and  moved  on  to  Marlon  with 
the  rest  of  the  command.  Gillem  attacked  Vangu  at  Mai-ion  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  16th;  andattacked,  routed,  and  pursuudhim  to  Wytheville,  which  point 
he  reached  about  dark.  Vaugn  escaped  with  about  200  of  his  men,  leaving  in 
the  hands  of  Gillem's  troops  all  his  artillery  and  trains,  and  198  prisoners  of 
war.  Wade's  brigade  having  come  up,  and  our  horses  having  been  well  fed,  I, 
with  Burbridge's  command,  moved  at  11  p.  m.  and  reached  Mount  Airey  before 
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day  of  the  17th.  Here  I  detached  CoIokpI  Buekley  with  his  brigade,  with  in- 
structions to  move  a.  I  dlj  h  !  w  Id  riy  him  to  the  lead  mines, 
about  twenty-five  thtymt  dttt  La  complete  destraction  of 
everything  that  wa  d  tru  t  bl  It  t  by  nother  route  to  Seven  Miio 
foi'd,  seven  miles  this     d      f  M             ad  tl          w    t  orders. 

Dtirius  the  night  f  th  16th  Gr  11  m  m[l  t  d  the  destruction  of  Wythe- 
ville  and  the  store  d  ppl  f  11  k  d  tl  cin  contained,  and  having 
sent  a  portion  of  hi  mm  d  t  R  ly  k  th  teen  miles  beyond  Wythc- 
ville,  fmd  destroyed  th  mp  t  t  I  1  1  ds;  over  that  stream,  rejoined 
me   at   Mount  Aii  y        ly    n  th     f  t    the   17th.     The  only  thing 

now  left  for   us   t     d  th     d    tr     t  f   the    far-famed    salt-worka. 

The  commands  of  Gillem,  Cooly,  and  Witcher  had  been  for  some  time 
in  Tazewell  county,  waiting  to  open  up  a  comnjnnication  with  the  cavalry  of 
Forrest,  through  Middle  Tennessee.  These  commands  had  been  recalled  by 
Breckinridge,  and  united  with  the  remnants  of  Duke's,  and  with  such  home- 
gaards  as  were  available,  constitnted  the  garrison  of  Saltville.  Had  he  re- 
mained with  this  force  within  the  very  strong  fortifications  which  surrounded 
the  salt-works,  it  would  have  been  very  difficult  if  not  impossible  for  ua  to  have 
taken  the  place;  but,  as  I  had  hoped,  he  followed  us,  and  on  our  return  we  met 
hun  in  a  strong  position  near  Marion.  Bnrbridge  with  two  brigades  was  in  the 
advance,  and  receiving  repeated  applications  from  him  for  re- enforcements,  I 
pushed  forward  past  the  column  to  the  front  and  assumed  the  immediate  control 
of  his  command,  which  I  retained  until  the  end  of  the  engagement  which  ensued. 
Night  coming  on,  and  the  troops  of  Bnrbridge  being  very  much  disarranged,  I 
determined  to  postpone  any  fnrther  offensive  operations  until  the  following 
morning,  and  spent  the  fore  part  of  the  night  in  getting  things  straightened  out. 
In  the  moi-ning,  npon  attempting  to  advance,  we  were  met  with  a  spirited  resist- 
ance, and  in  sufficient  force  to  assure  me  that  Breckinridge  had  his  whole 
command  with  him,  Buckley's  biigade,  provided  it  had  carried  out  my  instruc- 
tions, should  be  at  the  Seven  Mile  ford  in  the  afternoon,  and  Gillem  I  sent 
around  the  left  of  the  enemy,  thus  cutting  him  off  from  the  salt-works  and  com- 
pelling him  to  fight  it  out  where  he  was,  or  seek  safety  in  flight.  Brisk 
skirmishing  was  kept  up  during  the  day,  with  considerable  loss  on  both 
sides,  and  as  soon  aa  night  set  in  Breckinridge,  as  I  afterwards  learned, 
finding  himself  nearly  surrounded  and  cut  off  from  Saltville,  withdrew  by  the 
road  leading  over  the  mountains  into  Noitli  Carolina  and  escaped.  I  sent  the 
twelfth  Ohio  regiment  nest  morning  in  pursuit  of  him.  They  captured  his 
caissons  and  some  wagons,  hut  finding  the  road  blockaded  with  trees  and  other 
obstructions,  I  concluded  it  would  be  but  a  waste  of  time  to  gursuo  him,  and 
that  night  concentrated  my  whole  force  near  Glade  springs,  preparatoiy  to  an 
attack  on  the  salt-works  next  day.  At  daylight  in  the  morning  General  Bur- 
bridge  was  directed  to  take  the  most  direct  road,  entering  the  town  on  the  north ; 
General  Gillem  was  directed  to  foUow  a  more  circuitous  route,  which  entered 
the  town  on  the  south  ;  and  both  wei-e  instracted  to  make  a  vigorous  and  persist- 
ant attack,  with  the  view  of  securing  the  place  that  day  or  before  re-euforce- 
ments  could  airive  from  Lynchburg.  I  myself  accompanied  the  cjlumn  of 
Gillem,  the  head  of  which  approached  to  within  fifteen  hundred  yards  of  Fort 
Breckinridge.  About  3  p.  m.  I  directed  GiUem  to  put  a  gun  (one  of  the  two 
which  he  bad  selected  out  of  the  eight  he  had  previously  captured  at  "Wythevillo 
and  from  Vaugn)  in  position  and  open  on  the  enemy,  with  the  view  of  notifying 
Burbridge  where  he  was  and  what  was  being  done,  and  sent  a  staff  officer  to 
Burbridge  with  directions  for  him  to  attack  at  once  and  with  the  utmost  vigor. 
I  received  in  reply  the  assurance  that  he  would  attack  ia  half  an  hour.  Night, 
however,  overtook  us,  and  nothing  of  material  advantage  had  as  yet  been  accom- 
plished. I  now  directed  Colonel  Stacy  with  his  regiment,  the  thirteenth  Ten- 
nessee cavalry,  to  make  a  detour  to  the  left,  dash  into  the  town, 
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iiuniing,  shouting,  &c.,  and  make  as  miieJi  eniiftigion  iis  possible.  My  inBtriictioiit? 
.  ■were  earned  out  by  Colonel  Stacy  in  the  most  satisfectovy  msinner;  a  portion 
of  his  regiment  he  set  to  work  burning'  the  town,  and  with  the  rest  he  dashed 
up  the  steep  hill  on  which  Fort  Breckinridge  is  situated,  over  the  rifle-pita,  autl 
into  the  gorge  of  the  work,  capturing  two  gnus,  two  commisaioned  officers,  sud 
Bcveral  privatea,  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  and  with  but  two  horses  killed. 
This  ivaa  a  signal  foi'  a  general  stampede  of  the  enemy,  and  by  11  o'clock 
in  the  night  all  the  works  were  evacuated  and  in  the  possession  of  Ooloiicl 
Stacy,  aud  the  town  of  Saltville  was  in  flames.  At  dawn  of  the  day  following 
1  received  n  meeaage  from  General  Burbridge,  through  one  of  his  staff  oflicei's. 
that  at  4  o'clock  a.  m.  his  advance  guard  had  reached  the  town  of  Saltville,  and 
reported  that  the  enemy  had  first  burned  and  then  evacuated  the  place  thi- 
night  before.  The  whole  of  the  day  and  niglit  of  the  21st  was  devoted  to  thi' 
destruction  and  demohtion  of  the  buildings,  kettles,  masonry,  machinery, 
pumps,  wells,  stores,  material  and  supplies  •£  all  kinds,  and  a  more  desolali?- 
looking  sight  can  hardly  be  conceived  than  was  presented  to  our  eyes  on  tin; 
morning  of  the  S2d  of  December  by  the  aalt-works  in  niins.  Our  work  being 
completed,  we  had  yet  before  ua  a  long  and  arduous  march  across  rivers,  swollen 
hy  the  recent  and  almost  continuous  rains,  along  roads  which  had  become  near])" 
impassable,  and  over  mountains  slippery  with  ice  and  covered  with  snow.  I 
sent  General  Burbridge  with  his  command  back  to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and 
gave  him  the  choice  of  routes  by  which  he  would  return.  He  chose  the  onc- 
via  the  Big  Sandy.  General  Gillem  with  hia  command  was  ordered  back  in 
Knoxvilie,  returning  vm  tlie  Poor  Valley  and  the  west  aide  of  the  Holstou 
liver. 

The  following  is  a  resiiiad  of  the  principal  objects  accomplished  by  the  expcdi- 
tioa :  Duke's  command  was  badly  whipped  by  Gillem  at  Kiogsport,  and  hi.-= 
wagon  ti'ain  captured;  also  eighty-four  prisoners,  including  Colonel  Morgan, 
then  temporarily  in  command,  and  sent  to  KnozviUe.  Bristol  was  captured  by 
Burbridge,  aad  all  the  railroad  depot,  five  railroad  trains  filled  with  supplies, 
about  a  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  a  large  amount  of  fixed  aninumition,  ivagons. 
ambnlances,  ite,,  were  destroyed,  and  seventeen  commissioned  officers  and  two 
hundred  and  sixty  privates  captured  and  sent  to  Knoxvilie,  Abingdon,  witli 
one  gun  and  u  limited  amount  of  supplies,  was  captured  by  Burbridge.  Major 
Harrison,  commanding  twelfth  Kentucky,  captured  two  railroad  trains  near 
Glade  springs,  destroyed  all  the  railroad  bridges  from  that  point  np  to  Msrioit. 
the  large  iron-works  near  Maiion,  and  captured  several  hundred  fine  horses. 
The  lead-works  in  Wythe  county  were  captured  and  completely  deatioyed  by 
Colonel  Buckley's  brigade.  Gillem's  brigade,  re-enforced  ty  the  eleventh  Ken- 
tucky and  the  eleventh  Michigan  cavalry,  of  Burbridge'a  osmmand,  captureil 
Marion,  di-ove  Vacglin  from  that  point  beyond  Wytheville,  destroyed  all  the  rail- 
road bridges  from  Marion  to  Reedy  creek ;  captured  and  destroyed  Wytheville, 
with  all  its  depots  and  stores,  embracing  twenty-five  thousand  rounds  of  fixed  am- 
munition, a  large  amount  of  ammunition  for  small-anne,  pack-saddles,  harness,  and 
other  (Quartermaster's  stores,  a  large  amoant  of  subsistence  and  medical  supplies, 
sevei-al  hundred  wagons  and  ambulances,  serviceable  and  unserviceable,  fifteen 
caissons,  and  ten  pieces  of  field  artillery,  two  locomotives,  and  several  cars ; 
quite  a  large  number  of  liorsea  and  mulea  wei'e  alao  captured;  commis- 
aioned officers  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  enlisted  men  were  captured  and 
paroled;  Breclcinridge  was  driven  into  Norl;h  Carolina  by  the  operations  of  the 
whole  command.  Wade's,  and  Brown's  brigades,  however,  having  done  all  tlic 
lighting  on  that  ocvasion.  In  the  capture  of  Saltville  aud  the  works  sur- 
raanding  it,  though  the  whole  force  under  my  command  was  present,  to  Oolone! 
Stacy  and  the  thirteenth  Tennessee  cavalry  is  due  the  credit  of  having  acted 
the  most  conspicuoue  part.  Had  Burbridgo's  foi-ce  on  the  right  acted  with  equal 
vigor  we  aboisld,  without  doubt,  have  captured  the  whole  garrison.     In  addition 
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to  the  destruction  of  tlie  sail  woi'ka  we  captured  here  eight  pieces  of  artilleiy 
and  a  large  amount  of  artillery  and  small-arms,  ammunition,  two  locomotives, 
and  quite  a  namher  of  horses  and  mules.  I  see  it  officially  reported  in  the  rebel 
papers  that  niaety-two  thousand  bushels  of  salt  were  at  the  works  when  we 
airived  there ;  also,  that  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  good  kettles  remain,  and 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  were  broken.  The  wells,  instead  of  not  being 
seriously  damaged,  aa  stated  in  the  official  report,  were  by  the  use  of  bomb-shells, 
railroad  iron,  spikes,  nails,  &e.,  put  in  sticL  a  condition  as  to  render  it  impossible 
to  use  them  until  they  were  cleared  out ;  and  all,  including  the  engineers  at  the 
works,  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  he  much  cheaper  and  more  expedient  to 
bore  new  wells  than  to  clear  out  the  old  ones.  The  engines  and  pumps  were 
also  destroyed  and  the  etractures  all  burned  to  the  gi-ound.  Though  it  ca,n 
hardly  be  said  that  we  captured  any  wagons,  yet  a  large  number  came  out  of 
the  country  with  us,  as  likewise  did  no  inconsiderable  number-  of  refugees. 
1  must  not  forget  to  mention  that  four  newspaper  pi-easea  were  destroyed,  and 
also  that  General  Bnrbridge  succeeded  in  gaining  possession  of  the  telegraph 
office  and  operator  at  Bristol,  a  circnmstaoce  which  pi-oved  of  great  advantage 
to  us,  as  we  were  enabled  to  aacertaia  the  locality  and  strength  of  the  enemy's 
forces,  the  orders  that  had  beea  issued,  and  to  be  made  acquainted  with  his 
impressions  in  regard  to  us  and  our  movements.  On  my  return  my  instructions 
to  the  rear-gnard  were  to  reduce  the  country  to  such  a  condition  as  to  render  it 
difficult  for  the  enemy  to  follow  us  in  any  force.  Sustenance  for  man  and  beast 
was  obtained  from  the  country  through  which  we  passed  and  was  ample  con- 
sidering the  season  of  the  year,  the  contiuued  laini  and  snow  and  the  condition 
of  the  roads  consequent  thereon.  Our  marching  dnring  the  oppratio  is  was 
■very  creditable,  having  averaged  forty-two  and  a  half  miles  eveiy  twenty  four 
hours.  Of  the  conduct  of  the  command  I  cannot  apeak  in  ienns  too  h  ^h  of 
praise,  and  with  but  few  exceptions  each  and  all  ment  the  approbation  of  the  gov 
emment,  and  have  my  sincerest  thanks.  Notwith  tandmg  the  terms  of  service 
of  some  had  expired,  they  were  among  the  most  willing  in  the  perfoimance  of 
their  arduous  duties ;  and  though  others  had  as  yet  never  been  mustered  into 
service,  their  conduct  was  all  that  could  have  been  expected  of  veteians  Neither 
danger,  long  marches,  sleepless  nights,  hunger  nor  haidship  biought  forth  a 
complaint,  and  the  utmost  harmony  and  good  feeling  prevailed  thtonghout 
Each  felt  that  from  the  field  in  which  he  was  employed  a  rich  and  abundant 
harvest  could  be  reaped,  and  worked  with  all  bis  might  ind  m^  n 

In  addition  to  the  officers  whose  namea  have  been  mentioned  m  the  foiegoing 
report,  I  wish  to  call  yonr  special  attention  to  Major  M.  W,  Keigh,  aide-de- 
camp. Captain  Robert  Morron,  assistant  adjutant  general.  Lieutenant  K.  Wil- 
liams, ordnance  officer,  and  Captain  J.  B.  Roberts,  tenth  Michigan  cavaliy,. 
commanding  scouts  and  couriers,  as  being  young  ofScera  of  unusual  merit,  and. 
to  each  of  ivhora  I  am  under  many  obligations.  There  are  othera  who  deserve, 
and  doubtless  will  receive,  special  notice  from  their  immediate  commanders. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  STONEMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumbebland, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  June  1,  1565. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  from^ 
the  date  of  the  last  report  made  by  me,  January  SO,  as  follows  -■ 
General    A.  J,    Smith's   corps  at   that  period  was   with  me  at   Eastport 
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Mississippi ;  four  divisions  of  General  Wilson's  cavalry  were  encamped  on  the 
opposite  or  north  bank  of  the  Tennessee  river,  at  Waterloo  and  Gravelly 
epiings,  Alabama,  and  the  4th  corps.  Major  General  Stanley  commanding',  was 
stationed  at  Huntsville,  Alabama.  This,  with  the  ordinary  garrisons  of  the 
couiitiy,  composed  my  command.  The  general-in -chief  of  the  army  having  given 
up  the  intention  of  my  continuing  the  campaign  against  the  enemy  in  Misais- 
sippi  and  Alabama,  I  received  an  order  by  telegraph  from  Major  General 
Haileck,  chief  of  staff,  to  send  General  A.  J.  Smith's  commacd  and  five  thou- 


sand (5,000)  of  General  Wilson's  cavalry,  by  river,  to  report  to  Major  Genera! 
Canby,  at  New  Orleans,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  part  in  an  expedition  at  that 
time  preparing  to  operate  against  Mobile.  Smith's  corps  started  from  Eastport 
on  the  6th  of  February,  and  -Enipe's  division  of  cavalry  left  Nashville  on  the 
I2th.  About  the  period  of  the  departure  of  Smith's  corps,  information,  was 
received  from  various  sources  to  the  effect  that  part  of  the  scattered  remnants 
of  Hood's  army,  viz.,  Cheatham's  and  Lee's  corps,  were  on  their  way  from  Mis- 
sissippi to  South  Carolina,  moving  ria  Selma  and  Montgomery,  Alabama,  to 
re-enforce  that  portion  of  the  enemy's  army  operating  against  General  Shermaa. 
There  remained  in  central  Mississippi,  under  General  Taylor,  but  one  corps 
of  the  enemy's  infantry  and  about  seven  thousand  of  Forrest's  cavalry;  the 
headquarters  of  the  command  being  at  Meridian,  Mississippi. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  a  communication  was  received  from  Lieutenant 
'General  Grant,  directing  an  expedition  commanded  by  General  Stoneman  to  be 
■  sent  from  East  Tennessee  to  penetrate  North  Carolina,  and  well  down  towaids 
'Columbia,  South  Carolina,  to  destroy  the  enemy's  railroads  and  rnilitary 
iresowees  in  that  section,  and  yieit  a  portion  of  the  State  beyond  the  control  or 
reach  of  Geceral  Sherman's  cohima.  As  the  movement  was  to  be  merely  for 
■the  purpose  of  deBtrnction,  directions  were  given  General  Stoneman  to  evade  any 
iheavy  engagements  with  the  enemy's  forces. 

Again,  on  the  13th  of  Feburary,  General  Grant  telegraphed  me  to  prepare  a 
cavalry  expedition  of  about  ten  thousand  strong  to  penetrate  nortliern  Alabama, 
acting  as  a  co-operative  force  to  the  movement  on  Mobile  by  General  Canby. 
Before  leaving  Eastport,  Mississippi,  I  had  directed  General  Wilson  to  get  his 
command  m  readiness  for  just  slich  a  campaign  of  which  the  above  was  simply 
an  outline,  my  instructions  being  for  him  to  move  oa  Selma,  Montgomery,  and 
Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  and  to  capture  those  places  if  possible,  after  accomplishing 
■which  he  was  to  operate  against  any  of  the  enemy's  furces  iu  the  direction  of 
Mississippi,  Mobile,  or  Macon,  as  circumstances  might  demand.  The  bad  state 
of  the  roads,  combined  with  the  condition  of  the  horses  of  his  command  after 
completing  the  severe  campaign  in  pursuit  of  Hood,  prevented  any  movement 
for  the  time  being,  and  it  was  only  on  the  SSd  of  March  that  General  Wilson, 
with  Upton's,  Long's,  and  McCook's  divisions,  could  leave  Chickasaw,  Alabama. 
Hatch's  division  remained  at  Eastport,  Mississippi,  and  R.  W,  Johnson's  at 
Pulaski,  Tennessee,  it  not  being  possible  to  mount  tliem  fully  to  hold  the 
country  and  prevent  guerilla  depredations.  When  Genera!  Sherman  was  organ- 
iaing  his  aamy  for  its  march  to  the  Atlantic  sea-board  in  November,  he  issued 
an  order  directing  me  to  assume  control  of  all  the  forces  of  the  military  division  of 
ibe  Mississippi  not  present  with  him  and  the  main  army  in  Georgia.  Based, 
on  that  order  all  the  operations  of  the  troops  within  the  limits  of  the  above-* 
mentioned  mUitaiy  division  have,  during  the  interval,  been  made  under  iny 
immediate  direction,  and  1  have  been  held  responsible  for  their  faithful  execution. 

On  the  30th  of  March  General  Wilson's  cavalry  reached  Elyton,  after  an 
extremely  difficnlt,  toilsome,  and  exhausting  march  on  account  of  bad  roads, 
swollen  streams,  and  the  rough  nature  of  the  country,  which  had  also  been 
almost  entirely  stripped  of  all  subsistence  for  man  or  beast.  At  Elyton,  Crox- 
ton's  brigade  of  McCook's  division  was  detached  and  sent  to  capture  and  dc- 
troy  Tuscaloosa,  and  then  marched  to  rejoin  the  main  body  neai-  Belma.     With 
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the  remainder  of  liia  commaad  GoQcral  Wilson  pushed  rapidly  forward  to  Mniite- 
vallo,  where  he  destroyed  five  (5)  extensive  iron-works,  and  other  valuable 
property.  On  the  outskirts  of  the  town  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  found  in  force, 
attacked,  routed,  and  pursued  through  Plantersville,  leaving  in  our  possession 
three  (3)  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  priaonera. 

At  3  p.  ra,  on  the  2d  of  April  General  Wilson  reached  the  immediate  vicinity 
ofSelma,  and  rapidly  formed  Upton's  and  Long's  divisions  to  attack  the  de- 
fences of  the  town ;  Long  attacking  on  the  Summerfield  road,  and  Upton  across 
swamp  deemed  impassable  by  the  enemy.  Dismounting  two  reginients  from 
each  of  the  brigades  of  Colonels  Miller  and  Minty,  General  Long  and  tboae  two 
officers,  gallantly  leading  their  men  in  person,  charged  across  an  open  field  five 
hundred  yards  wide,  over  a  stockade,  which  they  tore  up  as  they  passed,  through 
the  ditch  and  over  the  enemy's  parapets,  swueping  everything  before  them. 
Our  loss  was  forty-sis  killed  and  two  hundred  wounded.  Colonel  Dobbs,  fourth 
Ohio,  among  the  former,  and  General  Tvong,  Colonels  Miller  and  McCormick, 
among  the  latter.  General  Upton  met  with  less  resistance  tlian  Long,  entered 
the  enemy's  works  and  the  town,  and  captured  many  prisoners.  In  the  darkness 
and  confosion  following  the  assault,  Generals  Fon-est,  Buford,  Adaois,  Arm- 
strong and  others  made  their  escape ;  Lieutenant  General  Dicfc  Taylor  had  left 
earlier  in  the  afternoon.  As  the  fruits  of  victory,  howevei',  there  remained 
twenty-six  guns  and  twenty-seven  hundred  prisoners,  besides  large  amonats  of 
ordnance  and  other  property  of  great  value ;  twenty-five  thousand  bales  of 
cotton  had  already  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

General  Wilson  remained  at  Selma  from  the  2d  to  the  10th  of  April,  resting 
his  command  and  completing  the  destraction  of  the  immense  workshops,  arsen- 
als, and  foundries,  and  waiting  for  Oroxton  to  rejoin  from  hia  expedition  to  Tus- 
caloosa, it  having  been  ascertained,  through  the  enemy,  that  he  had  captured 
Tuscaloosa  and  was  moving  to  Selma  via  Eutaw. 

On  the  10th  General  Wilson  crossed  the  Alabama  river  and  moved  towards 
Montgomeiy,  receiving  the  surrender  of  that  town,  without  a  contest,  on  the 
12th.  The  enemy  buraed  eighty-five  thousand  bales  of  cotton  before  evacuat- 
ing. At  Montgomery  five  steamboats,  several  locomotives,  one  armory,  and 
several  foundries  were  destroyed. 

On  the  14th  operations  were  resumed  by  Upton's  division  moving  through 
Mount  Meigs  and  Tuskagee  towards  Columbus,  Geoi'gia,  and  Colonel  Lagrange 
with  three  regiments  of  his  brigade,  of  McCook's  division,  marching  along  the 
railroad  to  West  Point  via  Opelika. 

On  the  16th  General  Upton  with  about  four  hundred  dismounted  men 
assaulted  and  carried  the  breastworks  of  Columbus,  saving  by  the  impel-uosity 
of  his  attack  the  bridges,  over  tlie  Chattahoochee,  and  capturing  fifty-two  field 
guns  in  position,  besides  one  thousand  two  hundred  prisoners.  The  rebel 
ram  Jackson,  nearly  ready  for  sea  and  carrying  an  armament  of  six  seveu-inch 
guns,  fell  into  our  hands  and  were  destroyed,  aa  well  aa  the  navy  yard,  foundries, 
the  arsenal  and  armory,  sword  and  pistol  factory,  accoutrement  shops,  paper- 
mills,  four  cotton  factories,  fifteen  locomotives,  two  hundred  ears  and  an  immense 
amount  of  cotton;  all  of  which  were  burned.  The  same  day,  the  16th  of  April, 
Lagrange  captured  Fort  Taylor  at  West  Point,  above  Columbus,  on  the  Chatta- 
hoochee, after  assaulting  it  on  three  sides,  the  defence  being  stubborn.  Three 
hundred  prisoners,  three  guns,  and  several  battle-flaga  were  taken,  besides  a 
large  quantity  of  supplies. 

On  the  ISth  the  march  towards  Macon  was  resumed,  Minty'a  (late  Long's) 
division  leading.  By  a  forced  march  the  bridges  across  Flint  river,  fifty-four 
miles  from  Columbus,  were  secured,  compelling  the  abandonment,  by  the  enemy, 
of  five  field-guns  and  a  large  amount  of  machinery;  forty  prisoners  were  cap- 
tured and  two  cotton  factories  destroyed. 

At  6  p.  m.  on  the  20th  of  April  the  authorities  of  Macon,  under  protest,  sur- 
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rendered  tte  city  to  the  seventeentli  Indiana,  Colonel  Minty's  advance  regiment, 
claiming,  under  the  provisions  of  an  aiinistice  then  reported  esiating  betwepii 
the  foreeE  of  Generals  Sherman  and  Johnston,  that  the  capture  TVas  coUtraiy  to 
the  aaagee  of  war.  G-eneral  Wilson,  not  heiiig  on  hand  when  this  surrender  was 
made,  when  the  case  was  reported  to  him,  with  admirahle  good  judgment 
declined  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  claim  asserted,  as  the  city  had  been 
taken  poBsessioii  of  hy  one  of  hia  subordinates  before  he  (General  Wilson)  could 
be  advised  of  the  existence  of  an  armistice,  and  he  therefore  held  as  prisonera 
of  war  Major  Generals  Howell  Cobb  and  G.  W.  Smith,  and  Brigadier  Generals 
MaekaJl,  Eobertson,  and  Mercer. 

On  the  aist  General  Wilson  was  notified  by  General  Sherman  frem  Raleigh, 
l^orth  Carolina,  over  the  enemy's  telegraph  wires  and  through  the  headquarters 
of  General  Joseph  Johnston,  that  the  reported  armistice  was  a  reality,  and  that 
he  was  to  cease  further  operations. 

To  return  to  General  Stoneman's  expedition  from  East  Tennessee :  Owing  to 
the  difSculty  of  procuring  animals  for  his  command  and  the  bad  condition  of  the 
roads.  General  Stoneman  was  only  able  to  start  from  Knoxville  about  the  20th 
of  March,  simultaneously  with  G-eneral  Wilson's  departure  from  Chickasaw, 
Alabama.  In  the  mean  time  Ge:ieral  Sherman  had  captured  Columbia,  South 
Carolina,  and  was  moving  noithward  into  North  Carolina.  About  this  period 
reports  reached  me  of  the  possibility  of  the  evacaation  of  Lee's  army  at  Richmond 
and  PeterBhuig',  Virginia,  and  in  that  event  of  his  forcing  a  passage  through 
East  Tennessee  via  Lynchburg  and  KnoxvilJe.  To  guard  against  that  contin- 
gency Stoneman  was  sent  towai-dn  Lynchburg  to  destroy  the  railroad  and  mili- 
tary resources  of  that  section  and  of  western  North  Carolina.  The  4th  army 
corps  was  ordered  to  move  from  Huntsville,  Alabama,  as  far  up  into  East  Ten- 
nessee as  it  could  supply  itself,  repairing  the  railroad  as  it  advanced,  forming, 
in  conjunction  with  Tillson's  division  of  infantry,  a  strong  support  for  GeneiftI 
Stoneman's  cavalry  column  in  case  it  should  find  more  of  the  enemy  than  it 
could  conveniently  handle  and  be  obliged  to  fall  back.  With  three  bi-igades. 
Brown's,  Miller's,  and  Palmer'e,  commanded  by  General  Gillem,  General  Stone- 
man moved  via  Morristown,  Bull  gap,  and  thence  eastward  up  the  Waltuga  river, 
and  across  li-ou  mountain  to  Boone,  North  Carolina,  which  he  entered  on  the  1st 
of  April  after  killing  or  capturing  about  seventy-five  horse  guards.  From  Boono 
he  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  and  went  to  Wilksboro',  on  the  Tadkin,  where  sup- 
plies wore  obtained  in  abundance,  after  which  he  changed  his  course  towai-ds  south- 
western Virginia.  A  detachment  was  sent  to  Wytheville  and  another  to  Salem 
to  desiroy  the  enemy's  depots  at  those  places  and  the  railroad,  whilst  the  main 
body  marched  on  Christiansbnrg  and  captnred  the  place.  The  railroad  to  the 
eastward  and  westward  of  the  town  was  destroyed  for  a  considerable  distance ; 
the  party  sent  to  Wytheville  captured  that  place,  after  some  fighting,  and  burned 
the  railroad  bridges  over  New  river  and  several  creeks,  as  well  as  the  depot  of 
supplies,  and  the  detachment  sent  to  Salem  did  the  same,  and  proceeded  to  within 
four  miles  of  Lynchburg,  destroying  as  they  advanced.  A  railroad  was  never 
more  thoroughly  dismantled  than  was  the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  railroad 
from  Wytheville  to  near  Lynchburg,  Concentrating  his  command.  General 
Stoneman  returned  to  North  Carolina  via  Jacksonville  and  Taylorsville,  and 
went  to  Germantown,  where  Palmer's  brigade  was  sent  to  Salem,  North  Cai'olina, 
to  destroy  the  large  cotton  factories  located  there  and  burn  the  bridges  on  the 
railroad  between  Greensboro'  and  Danville,  and  between  Greensboro'  and  the 
Tadkin  river,  which  was  most  thoroughly  accomplished,  after  some  fighting,  by 
which  we  captnred  about  four  hundred  prisoners.  At  Salem  7,000  bales  of  cotton 
ivere  burned  by  our  forces.  From  Germantown  the  main  body  moved  south  to 
Salisbury,  where  they  fonnd  about  3,000  of  the  enemy  defending  the  place  and 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  behind  Grant's  creek,  to  await  Stoneman's  attack. 
Without  hesitation  a  general  charge  was  made  by  oui  men,  resulting  in  the  cap- 
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tni-e  of  all  tte  enemy's  artillery,  (fourteen  pieces,)  aad  1,364  prisoners ;  the  le" 
mainder  scattered  and  were  pursued.  During  tlie  two  days  following,  tie  troopa 
were  engaged  destroyiug  the  immense  depots  of  supplies  of  all  kinds  in  Salis- 
bury, and  burning  all  the  bridges,  for  several  miles,  on  all  the  railroads  leading 
out  of  the  town. 

On  the  afternoon  of  April  13  the  command  moved  westward  to  StatesvilJe 
and  tenoiv,  at  which  latter  point  General  Stoneman  left  the  ti'oops  to  be  disposed 
of  by  Gfenei-al  Grillem,  and  proceeded  with  the  prisoners  and  captured  artillery 
to  East  Tenaeasee,  i-eporting  his  arrival,  on  the  19th,  at  Greenville,  and  detailing 
the  disposition  of  his  troops,  which  was  as  follows ;  Palmer's  brigade,  with 
headquarters  at  Lineolnton,  North  Carolina,  to  scout  down  the  Catawba  river 
towards  Charlotte ;  Erown's  brigade,  with  headquarters  at  Moigantown,  to  con- 
nect with  Palmer  down  the  Catawba;  and  Miller's  brigade,  with  General  Gillem, 
was  to  take  post  at  Ashville,  with  directions  to  open  up  communications  through 
to  Greenville,  East  Tennessee.  The  object  in  leaving  the  cavalry  on  the  othei" 
side  of  the  mountains  was  to  obstruct,  intercept,  or  disperse  any  troops  of  the 
enemy  g^ing  south,  and  to  capture  trains.  General  Gillem  followed  the  direc- 
tions given  him,  and  marched  on  Ashville  with  Miller's  brigade,  but  was  opposed 
at  Swananoa  gap  by  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy.  Leaving  sufficient  of 
his  force  to  amuse  them,  with  the  balance  lie  moved  by  way  of  Howard's  gtip, 
gained  the  enemy's  rear,  and  surprised  and  captured  his  artillery,  after  which 
he  made  his  appearance  in  front  of  Ashville,  where  he  was  met  by  a  flag  of  truce 
on  the  23d,  with  the  intelligence  of  the  truce  existing  between  Generals  Sher- 
man and  Johnston,  and  bearing  an  order  from  General  Sherman  to  General 
Stoneman  for  the  latter  to  go  to  the  nulroad  station  at  Dunham's  or  Hillsboro', 
nearly  two  hundred  miles  distant,  whereas  the  distance  to  Greenville,  East 
Tennessee,  was  but  sixty.  Coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  order  was  issued 
by  General  Sherman  Ender  the  impression  that  the  cavalry  division  was  still  at 
Salisbury  or  Statesviile,  General  Gillem  determined  to  move  to  Greenville.  The 
rebel  General  Marrin,  with  whom  he  communicated  under  flag  of  truce,  demanded 
the  rendition  of  the  artillery  captured,  which,  of  cowse,  could  not  be  granted, 
and  in  return  Genera!  Giilem  requested  the  rebel  commander  to  furnish  Lis 
troops  with  three  days'  rations,  as  by  the  terns  of  the  armistice  they  were  requii'cd 
to  withdraw.  Had  it  not  been  for  this,  AshvUle  and  its  garrison  wouhf  have 
fallen  into  our  hands.  Up  to  that  period  I  had  not  been  oflicially  notified  of 
the  existence  of  any  armisrice  between  the  forces  of  Generals  Sherman  and 
Johnston,  and  the  information  only  reached  me  through  my  sub-commanders, 
Generals  Wilson  and  Stoneman,  from  Macon,  Georgia,  and  Greenville,  East  Ten- 
nessee, almost  simidtaneously.  The  question  naturally  arose  in  my  mind  whether 
the  troops  acting  under  my  direction,  by  virtue  of  General  Sherman's  Special 
Field  Order  No.  105,  series  of  1864,  directing  me  to  assume  control  of  all  the 
forces  of  the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  "  not  absolutely  in  the  presence 
of  the  general-in- chief,"  were  to  be  bound  by  an  armistice  or  agreement  made 
at  a  distance  of  several  hundred  miles  from  where  those  troops  were  operating  and 
of  which  they  were  advised  through  an  enemy,  then  in  such  straitened  eii'cum- 
etances  that  any  ruse,  honorable  at  least  in  war,  was  likely  to  be  practiced  by  him 
to  relieve  himself  from  his  difficult  position.  Then  again,  General  Sherman  was 
operating  with  a  movable  column  beyond  the  limits  of  his  territorial  command,  viz., 
the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  and  far  away  from  all  direct  commaaica- 
tion  with  it,  whereas  "  the  troops  not  absolutely  in  the  presence  of  the  general- 
in-chief "  were  operating  under  special  instructions  and  not  even  in  co-opera- 
tion with  General  Sherman  against  Johnston,  hut,  on  the  contrary.  General 
Stoneman  was  dismantling  the  country  to  obstruct  Lee's  retreat,  and  General 
Wilson  was  raovingindependently  in  Georgia  or  co-operating  with  General  Oanby. 
Before  I  could  come  to  any  conclusion  how  I  should  proceed  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  without  disrespect  to  my  superior  officer.  General  Sherman,  Secre- 
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tary  Stanton  telegraphed  to  me  from  Washington  on  the  27th  of  April,  and 
through  me  to  my  aub-commandera,  to  disregard  all  orders  except  those  coming 
from  Geneval  Grant  or  myself,  and  to  resume  hostilities  at  once,  sparing  no  pains 
to  press  the  enemy  firmly,  at  the  same  time  notifying  me  that  G-eneral  Sher- 
man's negotiations  with  Johnston  had  heen  disapproved.  Based  on  that  notifi- 
cation the  following  dispositions  were  made  with  a  view  of  capturing  President 
Davis  and  party,  who,  on  the  cessation  of  the  armistice,  had  started  south^rom 
Charlotte,  North  Caj'olina,  with  an  escort  varionsly  estimated  at  from  five  hun- 
dred to  two  thonsand  picked  cavalry,  to  endeavor  to  make  his  way  to  the  ti'ans- 
Mississippi.  General  Stoneman  was  directed  to  send  the  hrigades  of  Miller, 
Brown,  and  Palmer,  then  in  western  North  Carolina,  to  concentiate  at  Anderson, 
-  South  Cai-olina,  and  scout  down  the  Savannah  liver  to  Augusta,  Georgia,  if 
possible,  in  search  of  the  fugitives ;  General  Gillem  being  absent,  Colonel  Palmer, 
fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  took  eommacd  of  the  expedition.  By  rapid 
maTching  they  succeeded  in  reaching  and  crossing  the  Savannah  river,  in  advance 
of  Davis,  and  so  disposed  the  command  as  to  eifectually  cut  off  his  retreat  to- 
wards Mississippi,  and  forced  him  to  alter  his  route  towards  the  Atlantic  coast. 
General  Wilson  at  Macon,  Georgia,  was  also  notified  .of  the  action  taken  at 
Washington  on  General  Sherman's  negotiations  with  Johnston,  and  he  was  di- 
rected to  resume  hostilities  at  once,  especially  to  endeavor  to  intercept  Davis. 
ScHreely  were  the  above  ordei's  issued  and  in  process  of  execution  when  notifi- 
cation reached  me  of  the  surrender  hy  Johnston  of  all  the  enemy's  forces  east 
of  tlie  Chattahoochee  river.  General  Wilson  received  similar  notification  from 
General  Sherman,  direct  through  the  enemy's  territory,  and  immediately  took 
measures  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  enemy's  establishments  at  Atlanta  and 
Angcsta,  and  to  occupy  those  points,  detailing,  for  that  purpose.  Brevet  Mnjor 
General  Upton,  with  his  division;  General  JfcCook  was  sent  with  a  force  to 
occupy  Tallahassee,  Florida,  and  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  troops  in  that 
vicinity.  I'hus  a  cordon  of  cavalry,  more  or  less  continuous,  was  extended  across 
the  State  of  Georgia,  from  northwest  to  southeast,  and  communication  established 
through  the  late  so-called  confederacy.  With  characteristic  energy  Generals 
Wilson  and  Palmer  had  handbills  priated  and  profusely  circulated  in  all  direc- 
tions throughout  the  country  offering  the  President's  reward  for  Davis's  appre- 
hension, and  nothing  eoold  exceed  the  watchfulness  exhibited  by  their  commaEda, 

On  the  3d  of  May  Davis  dismissed  his  escort  at  Washington,  Georgia,  and 
accompanied  by  about  half  a  dozen  followers,  set  out  to  endeavor  to  pass  oar 
lines.  Nothing  definite  was  learned  of  tlie  whereabouts  of  the  fugitives  nntil 
on  the  evening  of  the  7th  of  May,  the  first  Wisconsin  cavalry.  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Henry  Harnden  commanding,  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  ascertained  at 
Dublin,  on  the  Oconee  rivei-,  fifty-five  milM  southeast  from  Macon,  that  Davis 
and  party  had  crossed  the  river  at  that  point  during  the  day,  and  had  moved  out 
on  the  Jacksonville  road. 

At  daylight  on  the  8th  Colonel  Harnden  continued  the  pursuit,  finding  the 
camp  occupied  by  Davis  on  the  evening  previous  between  the  forks  of  Alligator 
creek,  which  was  reached  just  four  houis  after  it  had  been  vacated.  The  trail 
was  pwaued  as  far  as  the  ford  over  Gum  Swamp  creek,  Pulaski  county,  when 
darkness  rendered  it  too  indistinct  to  follow,  and  the  command  encamped  for  the 
nigbi,  having  inarched  forty  miles  that  day. 

On  the  9th  Colonel  Harnden  pushed  on  to  the  Ocmiilgee  river,  crossed  at 
Brown's  ferry,  and  wont  to  Abbeville,  where  he  ascertained  Davis's  train  had 
left  that  place  at  1  a.  m.  that  same  day  and  had  gone  towards  Irwinsville,  in 
Irwin  county.  Witli  this  information  Colonel  Harnden  moved  rapidly  on  towards 
the  latter  town,  halting  within  a  short  distance  of  it  to  wait  for  daylight  in  order 
to  make  pertain  of  the  capture.  ■  Before  leaving  Abbeville,  Colonel  Harnden 
learning  of  the  approach  from  the  direction  of  Hawkinaville  of  the  fourth 
Michigan  cavalry,  Coionel  Pritcbard  commanding,  went  to  meet  that  officer,  and 
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informed  him  of  liis  close  pursuit  of  Davis ;  Colonel  Pritchard  stating,  in  reply, 
that  he  had  been  eeiit  to  Abbeville  also  to  watch  for  Davis.  After  Colonel  Harn- 
den's  departure  Colonel  Pritehard,  with  part  of  his  comiaaud,  started  for  Irwiiis- 
ville  by  a  more  direct  route  thaa  that  used  by  the  detachment  of  the  first  Wiscon- 
sin, arriving  at  IrwinsviUe  at  2  a.  m,  oa  the  10th,  where,  on  iaqairy,  it  was  ascer- 
taiued  that  there  was  a  camp  ahout  a  mile  from  town  on  the  other  road  leading 
to  Abbeville.  Approaching  cautiously  for  fear  it  might  be  our  own  men,  Colonel 
Pritehard  sent  a  dismounted  party  to  interpose  between  it  and  Abbeville,  and 
then  waited  for  daylight  to  move  forward  and  surprise  the  occupants.  Daylight 
appearing,  a  rapid  advance  was  made  and  the  encampment  surprised,  resulting 
in  the  capture  of  Jefferson  Davis  and  family,  John  H.  Reagan,  postmaster  gene- 
ral of  the  so-called  confederacy,  two  aides- de-camr,  the  private  secretavy  of 
Davis,  four  other  officers,  and  eleven  enlisted  men.  Almost  immediately  after 
the  completion  of  the  above  movement,  Colonel  Harnden'a  men  coming  down 
the  Abbeville  road  were  hailed  by  the  party  sent  out  during  the  night  by  Colo- 
nel Pritehard  to  secure  the  capture  of  the  camp,  and  on  being  challenged,  an- 
swered "friends,"  but  fell  bach  under  the  impression  they  had  come  upon  an 
enemy,  whereupon  shots  were  exchanged,  before  the  real  position  of  affairs 
cowldbeascertajned,  resulting  in  the  loss  on  one  side  of  two  men  killed  aud  one 
wounded,  and  of  three  wounded  on  the  other.  Considerable  feeling  was  caused 
by  the  manner  in  which  the  fourth  Michigan  effected  the  appi-ehension  of  Davis, 
to  the  detriment  of  Colonel  Harnden's  party,  but  great  credit  is  justly  due  and 
should  be  given  to  the  first  Wisconsin  cavalry. for  the  persistency  of  its  pursuit, 
and  it  is  only  to  be  regretted  they  did  not  arrive  on  the  ground  in  time  to  reap 
the  benefit  of  their  labors.  For  the  full  particulars  of  the  operations  of  both 
detachments  1  have  the  pleasure  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Colonsl 
Hamden,  first  Wisconsin,  and  Captain  Hathaway,  fourth  Michigan.  With  the 
sari-ender  of  Johnston's  army  to  General  Sherman  all  the  detacUments  of  the 
confederate  anaies  east  of  the  Chattabocbee  signified  their  willingness  to  suiTcn- 
der,  except  a  few  guerilla  bands  who  were  outlawed,  special  directions  being 
given  to  grant  all  Bach  no  quarter. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  notification  was  received  by  me  via  Eastport  and  Men 
dian,  Mississippi,  of  the  surrender  of  General  Taylor's  army  to  General  Canby 
at  Citronnella,  Alabama,  on  the  4th.  No  armed  force  of  the  enemy  east  of  the 
Mississippi  remaining  to  interfere,  I  gave  orders  for  the  occupation  by  my  forces 
of  such  portions  of  the  reclaimed  territory  as  it  was  necessary  to  hold  while 
telegraphic  and  railroad  communication  was  being  restored,  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  which  the  people  of  the  country  zealously  lent  their  assistance. 

May  16. — GeneralGrant  through  his  chief  of  stafF,  General  Bawlings,  directed 
me  to  order  to  some  point  north  of  the  Tennessee  river  all  of  Wilson's  cavalry 
except  four  thousand  veterans,  who  are  to  remain  at  JIacon,  Augusta,  and  At- 
lanta, Georgia;  those  returning  to  be  concentrated  at  some  convenient  point  in 
Tennessee  or  Kentucky,  preparatoiy  to  being  mustered  out,  or  otherwise  dis- 
posed of.  All  coaval^cents  and  others  about  the  hospitals  throughout  my 
command  not  requiring  medical  treatment  have,  by  virtue  of  General  Order 
No,  77,  been  mustered  out  of  service.  The  quartermaster,  commissary,  and 
ordnance  departments  have  all  been  reduced  to  the  small^t  scale  consistent  with 
the  demands  of  the  sei-vice.  During  the  past  three  months  the  defences  of  all 
the  posts  within  my  comlnand  have  been  thoroughly  inspected  by  Brigadier 
General  Tower,  inspector  of  fortifications  railitsuy  division  of  Mississippi,  whose 
reports,  with  drawings  attached,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith.  For 
detailed  accounts  of  the  operations  of  the  commands  of  Generals  Stoneman  and 
Wilson,  I  invite  the  attention  of  the  Lieutenant  General  commanding  to  the 
reports  of  those  officers,  as  well  as  to  those  of  their  subordinates.  Generals  Gii- 
lem,  Palmer,  and  others.  They  have  brought  the  cavalry  arm  of  the  service  to 
a  state  of  efficieucy  unequalled  in  any  othei'  army,  for  long  and  difiicult  marches 
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through  the  enemy's  country,  and  particularly  for  self-reliajice  a.nd  fortitude  in 
assaulting  strong  positions  ■which  might  well  cause  hesitation  in  veteran  infantry. 
Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Brevet  Brigadier  G-eneral 
J.  Gf.  Parkhurst,  provost  marshal  general  of  my  command,  giving  the  number 
of  prisoners  and  deserters  registered  at  his  office  dm-ing  tbe  period  of  which  the 
foregoing  treats.  « 

i  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO,  H.  THOMAS, 
WajoT  General  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 
Brig,  Gen'l  J.  A.  Rawlinqs, 

Chief  of  Staff,  United  States  Army. 


Report  of  pritoners  of  war  received  at  the  office  of  the  provost  marshal  general, 
department  of  tlie    Cumberland,  from  January  21    to   May   31,   in-clusioe. 
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of  rebel  deserters  received,  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  from  January  2\  to 
May  !),  inolusicc,  1BG5. 
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Report  of  confederate  officers  and  enlisted  men  who  voluntarily  surrendered 
themselves,  and  who  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  been  allowed  to 
return  to  their  homes,  from,  May  10  to  May  31,  inclusive,  1865. 

Officers 486 

Enlisted  men 3,  559 


Total.. 


4,045 


>y  Go  Ogle 


REPOKT    OF   MAJOE    GENERAL   THOMAS 


Ttfpnrt  of  rchtl  deserters  rcr.eivnd  and  disposed  of  at  Chattanooga  n 
January  21  to  May  31,  indasiue,  1865. 
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Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major  general  commanding. 
J.  G.  PARKHURST, 
Brevet  Brig.  General  and  Provost  Marshal  Genei-ai,  D.  C. 

HBADaUARTRRS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CCMBERtAND, 

O^cc  Provost  Marslial  General,  Nashville,  JiinE  8,  1865. 


IlKADtiuARTiiiRS  Cavalry  Divisiok, 

District  of  East  Tennessee, 

Greenville,  Tennessee,  April  25,  186S. 

Major  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  auhmit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  camp,  district  of  Eaat  Tennessee,  from  the  Slat  of  March  np  to  the  present 
date.  To  prevent  repetition  I  will  merely  say  that  from  the  time  the  diriaion 
left  Morriatown  on  the  23d  of  March,  until  the  17th  of  April,  Major  General 
Stoneman,  commanding  the  diatrict  of  East  Tennesaee,  accompanied  the  diviaion, 
and  that  its  movementa  were  made  in  compliance  with  his  instvoctions. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  in  compliance  with  ordera  from  headquarters  of  the 
district  of  East  Termeasee,  I  asaumed  command  of  this  division.  At  that  time 
but  one  brigade  (Miller's  third  brigade)  was  at  Knoxville, 

On  the  22d  the  division  was  concentrated  at  Moaay  cieek. 

On  the  23d  the  division  moved  to  Morriatown,  Tennessee,  where  five  days' 
rationa,  one  day's  forage,  (corn,)  and  four  horseshoes  and  nails,  were  issued  to 
each  man  of  the  command. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  Colonel  Miller,  with  hia  brigade  (the 
third,)  moved  in  the  road  towards  Bristol,  with  orders  to  take  the  north  or 
Snapp's  Ferry  road,  at  Bull's  gap,  and  by  a  rapid  march  by  Fall  branch  to  gat 
on  the  railroad  between  Jonesboro'  and  Carter's  station,  and  thus  get  in  the 
rear  of  the  poi-tion  of  the  enemy's  foi-ces  reported  in  the  vicinity  of  Jonesboro', 
Colonel  Miller  was  accompanied  by  a  telegraph  operator.  The  other  two 
brigades  from  EuU's  gap  took  the  general  or  Ball's  Mill  road,  while  General 
Tilson  with  the  infantry  train  moved  by  the  main  or  southern  road  by  way  of 
Greenville.     Nothing  of  interest  transpired  on  the  24th. 

On  the  25th  we  encamped  ten  (10)  miles  west  of  Jonesboro',  the  train  came 
up,  and  tlie  first  and  second  brigades  drew  all  the  rationa  the  men  could  carry 
conveniently. 

On  the  26th  the  command  moved,  cutting  loose  from  all  incumbrances  in  the 
way  of  traitia.     One  wagon,  an  ambulance,  and  four  guns,  with  their  caiaaons, 
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were  tlie  only  carriages  that  accompanieil  tlie  expedition.  At  12  m.  we 
passed  through,  Jonesboro',  and  learned  from  Colonel  Miller  that  he  complied 
with  his  instmetions,  but  that  in  consequence  of  injuries  to  the  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Watauga,  there  had  been  no  trains  south  of  the  river  for  some  days'; 
that  rebel  General  Jackson  had  fallen  bade  the  previous  night  in  great  haste, 
aad  that  the  country  was  full  of  rebel  stragglers  and  deserters,  and  tliat  he  had 
killed  and  captured  some  of  the  former.  In  compliance  with  his  instructions, 
Colonel  Miller  then  moved  to  Eliaabethtown. 

On  the  26th  a  portion  of  the  eommand  eacamped  on  Buffalo  creek,  and  the 
remainder  at  Doe  River  cave,  it  being  necessary  to  scatter  the  comnmnd  in  order 
to  procure  forage.  Oa  the  27th  Colonel  Miller  was  ordered  to  concentrate  his 
biigade  and  follow  the  division  on  the  following  day. 

On  the  27th  the  command  moved  np  the  Watauga  liver,  and  after  halting  for  a 
short  time  near  the  mouth  of  Roane's  creek  to  feed,  maixhed  until  12  p.  m., 
when  we  bivouacked  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Iron  mountain  antil  daylight, 
when  the  march  was  resumed. 

About  iO  a.  m.  on  the  28th,  when  approaching  the  town  of  Boone,  it  was 
learned  tliat  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  home  guard  in  that  town  to  take  place 
on  that  day.  Major  Keogh,  aide-de-camp  to  Major  General  Stonemau,  went 
forward  with  a  detachment  of  the  twelfth  Kentucky  volunteer  cavalry,  surprined 
and  routed  the  rebels,  killing  nine  and  capturing  sixty-eight.  Much  credit 
is  due  Major  Keogh  and  the  gallant  officers  and  men  of  the  twelfth  Kentucky 
cavalry  engaged  in  this  affair.  At  Boone  the  command  separated,  General  Stone- 
man  with  Palmer's  brigade  {first)  going  by  way  of  Deep  gap  to  Wilkeshoro',  while 
I,  with  Brown's  brigade  (second)  and  the  artillery,  moved  towards  the  place  by 
the  Flat  Gap  road.  Miller  bad  instructions  to  follow  me.  At  9  p,  m.  Brown's 
brigade  aii-ived  at  Patteraon's  factory,  at  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Eidge,  and  found 
an  juuple  supply  of  corn  and  bacon.  I  remained  in  rear  to  give  my  personal 
attention  to  the  artillery,  which  did  not  arrive  at  the  factory  until  7  a.  m. 

On  the  29th,  after  feeding  and  resting,  the  march  was  resumed  at  11  a.  m. 
A  guard  having  been  left  in  charge  of  tlie  forage  and  subsistence  until  the  arrival 
of  Colonel  Miller,  who  had  orders,  after  supplying  his  com.maud,  to  destroy  the 
remainder  and  bum  the  factory,  the  order  was  executed.  Ijate  in  the  afternoon 
I  arrived  at  the  intersection  of  the  road  I  was  on  with  the  one  on  which  General 
Stonemau  was  moving,  a  few  minutes  after  the  general  passed.  That  night  the 
twelfth  Ohio  cavalry  drove  the  enemy  from  Wilkeshoro',  compelling  them  to 
leave  their  stores  and  a  number  of  horses  behind.  In  order  to  obtain  forage  it 
was  found  necessary  to  move  the  tenth  Michigan  cavalry  and  fifteenth  Tennes- 
see cavalry  to  the  north  side  of  the  Yadkin. 

Early  oa  the  following  morning  (30th)  the  twelfth  Ohio  crossed,  hut  before 
the  artillery  conld  reach  the  ford  the  river  became  so  much  swollen  by  the  heavy 
rain  of  the  previous  night  that  it  was  found  to  be  impassable,  aad  moving  four 
miles  to  the  east  of  Wiikesbo'ro',  we  encamped. 

On  the  31st  the  river  continued  impassable;  we  moved  foar  miles  further  east, 
where  forage  was  abundant.     Colond  Miller's  brigade  rejoined  this  day, 

April  1. — Marched  to  Jonesboro'. 

April  2. — Crossed  the  Yadkin  at  Jonesville  and  marched  to  Moant  Airy  by 
way  of  Dobson.  Arrived  at  Mount  Airy  about  10  p.  m.,  learned  that  a  train  of 
wagons  had  left  that  place  at  3  p.  m.,  going  in  the  direction  of  Hillsville,  Virginia. 
Colonel  Palmer  was  directed  to  send  a  detachment  in  parauit,  with  orders  to 
follow  until  he  captured  the  train.  An  officer  of  the  fifteenth  Tennessee  cavalry 
had  charge  of  the  pursuing  party,  and  after  reaching  the  top  of  the  Blue  Eidge, 
halted  until  the  i-emainder  of  the  command  came  up  next  morning. 

The  command  marched  from  Mount  Airy  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  April  3, 
and  arrived  at  Hillsville,  Virginia,  at  1  p.  m.,  where  the  failure  of  the  party  sent 
in  pursuit  of  tlie  rebel  wagons  was  learned.     Another  party  was  sent,  with 
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orders  to  capture  the  train  at  all  hazards.  In  a  few  hoars  the  ofBcer  in  charge 
of  the  party  reported  that  he  had  posaession  of  seTenteen  (17)  wagons  and  one 
(1)  forge.  The  wagons  were  loaded  with  forage,  wbich  was  fed  to. Brown's 
brigade,  th&  animala  tnraed  over  to  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  the 
wagons  bnnaed.  From  HillsTille,  Colonel  Miller,  commanding  third  brigade, 
was  ordered  to  take  five  hundred  (500)  picked  men  from  his  brigade  and  proceed 
by  way  of  Porter's  ford  on  New  river  to  Wytheville,  and  destroy  the  railroad 
bridge  over  Beedy  creek  and  at  Mas  meadows,  together  with  the  depot  of  supplies 
at  Wytheviile.  After  feeding  in  the  vicinity  of  HiilBvilia  the  inarch  was  resumed 
at  sunset  in  tbe  direction  of  Jacksonville.  Shortly  after  our  advance  came.upon 
a  force  of  rebels,  which  was  charged  and  driven  severa!  miles.  At  12  p.  m. 
the  command  bivouacked  in  the  vicinity  of  a  tithe  depot  of  bay. 

The  march  was  resumed  at  daylifjht  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  and  arrived 
at  Jacksonville  at  10  a.  m.,  whei'e  another  tithe  depot  of  hay  and  corn  furnished  an 
ample  snpply  for  our  animals.  At  this  point  Major  Wagner,  fifteenth  Tennessee 
cavalry,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  (250)  picked  men,  was  detached,  with  orders 
tn  proceed  to  Salem,  Virginia,  and  from  that  point  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridges 
as  far  east  as  possible,  and  then  rejoin  the  command  wherever  it  might  be.  At 
2  p.  m.  the  march  was  resumed  in  the  directioa  of  Cbristiansburg,  at  which  we 
arrived  at  12  p.  m. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  Colonel  Palmer,  commanding  fli-st  brigade,  was 
ordered  fa  destroy  the  railroad  track  east  of  Christian sbing,  while  Brown's 
brigade  did  the  same  to  the  west.  The  eleventh  Kentucky  cavalry  was  sent:  to 
take  possession  of  the  railroad  bridge  and  ferries  over  New  river,  and  the  tenth 
Michigan  eavahy  to  desti'oy  the  bridges  over  the  Koanoke;  both  these  regiments 

{lerforraed  the  dnty  assigned  them  promptly  and  effectually.  At  this  time  at 
east  ninety  (90)  miles  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  was  in  onr 
possession,  viz.,  from  Wytheviile  to  Salem. 

During  the  6th  the  command  was  actively  engaged  in  destroying  the  railroad, 
and  by  4  p.  m.  of  that  day  the  bridges  over  New  river  had  been  disabled  by 
cutting  away  two  bents.  The  iron  and  cross-ties  for  twenty  (20)  miles  east  of 
Bndge  were  destroyed,  as  well  as  numerous  bridges  on  the  Roanoke  river,  and 
our  horses  had  been  refreshed  by  two  days'  rest.  Colonel  Miller  reported  that 
he  had  destroyed  the  bridges  at  fieedy  creek  and  Max  meadows,  and  a  large 
depot  of  comniissaay,  quartermaster,  and  ordnance  supplies,  among  which  were 
a  large  amount  of  ammunition  and  ten  thousand  pounds  of  powdei-;  and  that  in 
compliance  with  his  instructions  he  had  crossed  the  New  river  at  Porter's  ferry, 
and  awaited  further  orders.  Colonel  Miller  reported  that  he  liad  been  attacked 
by  the  enemy  with  infantry  and  cavalry  at  Wytheviile,  but  had  repulsed  them, 
and  withdrew  with  a  loss  of  thirty-five  (35)  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
He  was  directed  to  move  to  Hillsville,  and  thence  to  Taylorsville,  Virginia. 

At  10  p.  m.  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  the  command  moved  out  of  Christians- 
burg  in  the  direction  of  Jacksonville,  at  which  place  we  arrived  at  10  a.  m.  on 
the  7th.  Colonel  Palmer,  commanding  the  first  brigade,  had  been  directed  to 
send  the  tenth  Michigan  cavalry  directly  from  its  position  on  the  railroad  to 
Mai-tinsville,  Virginia.  By  some  misunderstanding  of  the  order  he  marched  hy 
way  of  Kennedy's  gap,  with  his  entire  brigade,  to  Martinsville.  At  S  p.'  m.  the 
march  was  resumed,  and  at  10  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  Taylorsville,  Virginia. 

Remained  at  Tayloraville  during  the  Sth.  Miller's  briga^le  joined  at  10  a.  m. 
Orders  were  sent  to  Palmer  to  move  his  brigade  to  Danbnry,  North  Carolina.   . 

Marched  to  Danbury  on  the  9th  j  found  abundance  of  tithe  com.  Palmer's 
brigade  joined  the  tenth  Michigan  cavalry  on  approaching  Martinsville;  had 
found  it  occupied  by  two  hundred  and  fifty  (S50)  of  Wheeler's  rebel  cavalry, 
whom  they  attacked  and  drove  out,  killing  and  wounding  several,  and  capturing 
twenty  (20)  horses,  losing  one  officer  killed,  and  five  men  wounded. 

On  the  10th  we  moved  south,  ai'riving  at  Germantown  at  12  m.     The  number 
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of  negroes  who  were .  fnUowing  the  column  had  reached  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  command  in  ease  it  should  become  closely  engaged 
with  the  enemy.  Several  hundi'cd  were  sent  from  this  point  to  East  Tennessee, 
under  a  sufficient  guard  for  their  protection.  They  all  readied  their  destination 
in  safety,  and  most  of  thoBO  fit  for  military  service,  I  have  since  learned,  are 
now  ia  Colonel  Bartlett'a  one  hundred  and  nineteenth  regiment  United  States 
colored  infantry.  From  Germantown  Colonel  Palmer  w^  detached  with  his 
brigade,  and  irjatructed  to  proceed  to  Salem  and  destroy,  the  large  factories 
engpged  in  making  clothing  for  the  rebel  army,  and  thence  send  out  parties  to 
destroy  the  railroad  south  of  Greensboro',  and  that  one  party  should  attempt  to 
cut  the  road  between  Greensboro'  and  Danville,  and  after  executing  these  orders 
to  withdraw  across  the  Tadkin  at  Shallow  ford.  The  remajnder  of  the  division 
moved  at  4  p.  m.  by  way  of  Bethania,  and  arrived  at  Shallow  ford  at  daylight 
on  the  llth.  The  detachment  of  the  enemy  guarding  the  ford  were  taken  by 
surprise,  made  but  a  feeble  resistance  and  fled,  leaving  upwards  of  a  hundred 
new  muskets  in  onr  hands.  From  Sliallow  furd  our  march  was  directly  south. 
"When  near  Mocksville  the  advance  came  upon  a  small  party  of  the  enemy,  which 
was  at  once  charged  and  dispersed.  At  8  p.  m.  we  bivouacked  on  the  road  twelve 
(12)  miles  north  of  Salisbury. 

At  12.30  a.  m.  on  the  12th  we  were  again  in  motion.  Miller's  brigade  in  advance. 
Three  miles  from  our  resting,  place  we  came  to  the  South  Yadkin,  a  deep  and 
rapid  stream,  with  bat  few  fords.  It  was  expected  that  the  passage  of  this 
stream  would  be  disputed,  but  sueh  was  not  the  case.  A  few  rebels  were  on 
the  north  side  of  the  stream;  they  crossed  and  offered  no  resistance  to  our  pas- 
sage. One-fonrth  of  a  mile  soath  of  the  stream  the  road  forked,  both  branches 
leading  to  Salisbury;  the  west  road  was  chosen  for  the  main  column,  as  being 
in  better  condition.  One  battalion  of  the  twelfth  Kentucky  cavalry  was  sent  by 
the  eastern  or  old  road,  with  orders  to  make  a  determined  demonstration  of 
crossing  Grant  creek,  two  (2)  miles  from  Salisbury,  and,  if  successful,  to  attack 
the  forces  defending  the  upper  bridge  in  rear.  Just  at  daylight  our  advance 
guard  came  upon  the  enemy's  pickets,  which  were  puslied  back  to  the  bridge 
over  Grant  creok,  just  before  reaching  which  onr  troops  were  opened  upon  by 
both  artillery  and  infantry  stationed  on  the  Salisbury  side  of  the  stream.  A 
close  reconnoissance  discovered  the  fact  that  the  flooring  had  been  removed 
from  two  spans  of  the  bridge,  and  piled  on  the  enemy's  side.  The  trains  could 
be  heard  distinctly  leaving  Salisbury,  on  both  the  South  Oarolina  and  Morgan- 
town  railroad.  Miller's  and  Brown's  brigades  were  closed  up,  and  a  section  of 
Reagan's  battery  ordered  forward.  Just  as  Brown's  brigade  had  been  formed, 
I  received  an  order  from  Major  General  Stoneman  to  send  one  hundred  (100) 
men  to  ford  Grant  creek,  SJ  miles  above  the  bridge,  cut  the  i-ailroad,  capture  a 
train,  if  possible,  aad  then  get  in  rear  of  Salisbury,  and  aanoy  the  enemy  as 
much  as  possible.  The  eleventh  Kentucky  was  selected  for  this  puroose,  Lieu- 
t«Qant  Colonel  Slater  commanding,  and  Captain  Morrow,  of  General  Stoaeman'a 
staff,  accompanying  the  detachment.  About  the  same  time  Major  Donnelly,  of 
the  thirteenth  Tennessee  cavalry,  with  about  one  hundred  (100)  men,  was  ordered 
to  cross  the  stream  lower,  while  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith,  acting  assistant 
inspector  general,  with  a  party  of  dismounted  men,  crossed  still  lower.  Major 
Keogb,  of  General  Stoneman's  staiF,  afterwards  joined  the  eleventh  Kentucky 
cavalry,  and  gallantly  led  it  during  the  charge.  So  soon  as  the  parties  sent 
across  the  river  became  engaged,  and  the  rattling  fire  of  the  eleventh  Kentucky 
cavalry  (Spencer's  rifles)  announced  that  the  enemy's  left  had  been  turned,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Miller  to  advance  on  the  main  road.  The  flooring  of  the  bridge 
was  found  to  have  been  taken  up,  but  was  laid  by  a  detachment  of  the  eighth 
and  thirteenth  Tennessee  cavalry,  and  Miller's  brigade  charged  actois  The 
enemy  by  this  time  were  falling  back  along  their  entire  line  Bngadiei  Geneial 
Brown  was  ordered  forward  to  support  Colonel  Miller,  who  cjntmned  to  piess 
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them.  Their  retreat  soon  became  a  rout.  At  the  intersection  of  the  road  upon 
which  we  were  advancing  with  the  Statesville  road,  Keogh,  who  had  been 
joined  byMajorSawyei-'sbattalion.eighthTennesseecavalry.joinedMiiler,  haying 
charged  and  captured  all  the  artilleiy  the  enemy  had  used  against  our  right  flank. 
The  pui'snit  was  kept  up  as  long  as  the  enemy  retained  a  semblance  of  organ- 
ization, and  until  tliose  who  escaped  capture  had  scattered  and  concealed  them- 
selvea  in  the  woods.  The  enemy's  force  was  ascertained  to  Lave  about  three 
thousand  {3,000,)  commanded  by  Major  General  W.  M.  GardDcr,  with  eighteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  in  charge  of  Colonel  J.  C.  Pemberton,  (late  Lieutenant  Gen- 
eral Pemberton  }  The  fruits  of  this  victory  were  eighteen  pieces  of  artilleiy, 
with  caissons,  forges,  and  battery  wagons,  complete;  aevenlien  (17)  stands  of 
colors,  and  between  twelve  and  thirteen  handled  (1,200  and  1,300)  prisoners, 
and  the  possession  of  the  town,  with  ita  immense  depots  and  arsenals,  and  the 
Salisbury  prison.  Miller's  brigade  was  recalled  from  the  pursuit,  and  ordered  to 
destroy  the  railroad  eastward,  at  the  same  time  Major  Hamhright,  provost  mar- 
shal, and  Major  Barnes,  of  my  staff,  were  ordered  to  secure  the  prisoners,  and 
ascertain  the  locality  and  amount  of  siores,  with  a  view  to  their  destruction. 
Colonel  Palmer,  with  his  brigade,  came  up  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  reported 
that  he  had  been  entirely  successful,  having  destroyed  two  large  factories,  seven 
thousand  (7,000}  bales  of  cotton,  cut  the  railroad  once  north  of  Greensboro',  and 
in  three  places  between  that  place  and  the  Tadkin  liver,  and  captured  over  four 
hundred  (400)  prisoners;  and  that  Major  Wagner,  who  was  detached  at  Jack- 
BOnville,  had  also  rejoined  and  reported  the  destruction  of  all  bridges  on  the 
Tennessee  and  Virginia  railroad  to  within  four  (4)  miles  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 
Colonel  Palmer  was  directed  to  destroy  the  railroad  south  of  Salisbury,  in  the 
direction  of  Charlotte. 

At  2  p.  m.  on  the  13th  Major  Barnes  reported  the  destruction  of  all  rebel 
supplies  to  be  complete.  From  the  preceding  afternoon  up  to  this  time  the  air 
had.  been  constantly  rent  by  the  reports  of  exploding  shells,  and  burning  maga- 
zines for  miles  around.  The  locality  of  the  city  was  marked  during  the  day  by  a 
column  of  dense  smoke,  and  at  night  by  the  glare  from  burning  stores.  Major 
Barnes  I'eported  having  destroyed  the  following  stores :  10,000  stand  of  arms; 
1,000,000  pounds  of  ammunition,  (small;)  10,000  pounds  of  ammunition,  (artil- 
lery;) 6,000  poundsof  powder;  Smagazines;  edepots;  10,000  bushels  of  com; 
75,000  suits  of  uniform  clothing;  250,000  blankets,  English  manufacture;  20,000 
pounds  of  leather;  6,000  pounds  of  bacon;  100,000  poundsof  salt;  20,000 
pounds  of  sugar ;  27,000  pounds  of  rice;  10,000  pounds  of  saltpetre;  50,000 
bushels  of  wheat;  80  ban-els  of  turpentine;  15,000,000  dollars  of  confederate 
money;  a  lot  of  medical  stores,  which  the  medical  director  said  was  worth  over 
one  huudred  thousand  dollars  in  gold. 

The  work  of  destruction  complete,  the  command  marched  from  Salisbury  at 
3  p.  m.  on  the  13th,  bringing  away  eleven  (11)  of  the  eighteen  (18)  pieces  of 
captured  artillery ;.  the  remaining  seven  (7)  pieces  were  destroyed  and  abandoned 
for  lack  of  animals  to  bring  them  off, 

On  the  15th  the  command  reached  Lenoir,  and  as  it  had  been  determined  to 
send  the  captured  artillery  and  prisoners  to  East  Tennessee  from  this  point,  the 
16th  was  occupied  in  returning  the  prisoners  and  refitting  the  artillery. 

On  the  17th  Major  General  Stoneman  left  the  command.  Up  to  this  time 
General  Stoneman  had  been  with  the  division,  and, as  stated  in  the  beginning  of 
this  report,  all  movements  were  made  in  accordance  with  his  plans.  Colonel 
Palmer,  whose  brigade  was  at  Statesville,  was  ordered  to  establish  his  headquar- 
ters at  Liucolnton,  and  watch  the  line  of  the  Catawba.  With  Miller's  and 
Brown's  brigades  Imoved  towards  Morgantown,  and  when  ai-riving  at  the  Catawba 
river,  2J  miles  east  of  that  place,  the  bridge  was  discovered  to  be  torn  up,  the 
ford  blockaded,  and  the  passage  of  the  river  disputed  by  Major  General  Mc- 
Oowen,  with  about  three  hundred  (300)  men  and  one  piece  of  artillery.    Major 
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Kenoer,  eighth  Tennessee  cavalry,  was  sent  up  the  river  about  two  (S)  miles  to 
cross  and  get  in  the  enemy's  rear;  another  battalion  of  the  same  regiment  was 
dismounted  and  placed  as  near  the  bridge  as  shelter  could  be  found.  The  second 
shot  from  our  artillery  dismounted  the  rebel  gun,  a  few  more  discharges  drove 
them  from  their  rifle-pite,  when  the  dismounted  battalion  under  Captain  Dentor, 
eighth  Tennessee,  charged  across  the  bridge  on  the  sleepers,  and  drove  the  rebels 
from  the  ford.  The  rebels  lost  several  killed,  and  we  captured  one  piece  of 
RVliliery,  and  about  fifty  (50)  prisoners.  The  broken  axle  of  the  piece  was 
replaced  from  caisson,  and  the  piece  brought  away.  At  Moigaatown  large  sup- 
plies of  corn  and  bacon  were  found.    • 

On  the  19th  I  moved  towards  Aahville,  by  way  of  Swaoanoa  gap,  reaching 
the  gap  OH  the  20tb,  I  found  it  effectually  blockaded  and  defended  by  about 
five  hundred  (500)  men  with  four  (4)  pieces  of  artillery. 

Leaving  Colonel  Miller  to  deceive  the  enemy  by  feints,  on  the  Slat  I  moved  to 
Rutherford,  forty  {40)  nail^  from  Swananoa  gap,  and  by  sundown  on  the  22d  I 
bad  passed  the  Blue  Ridge,  at  Howard's  gap,  with  but  slight  resistance,  and 
was  in  the  enemy's  rear. 

At  daylight  on  the  23d  the  advance  entered  Anderaonville.  Here  I  ascer- 
tained that  the  enemy  had  learned  that  I  had  left  Swananoa  gap,  and  had  been 
in  Aadersonville  the  previous  day  with  four  (4)  pieces  of  artillery,  but  being  able 
to  bear  nothing  of  ns,  had  i-etnmed  towards  Ashville  late  in  the  afternoon.  I 
immediately  ordered  Colonel  Slater,  commanding  e]eventli  Kentncky  cavalry, 
to  pursue,  attack,  and  capture  this  artillery  at  all  hazards.  The  eleventh  Mich- 
igan was  ordei-ed  to  the  eleventh  Kentucky.  At  12  o'clock  m.  the  colonel  reported 
he  had  overtaken  the  artillery  twelve  (12)  miles  from  Henderaonville,  charged 
and  captured  the  fo'ir  (4)  pieces  and  seventy  (70)  of  its  infantry  guard. 

At  Hendersonville  about  three  hundred  stand  of  arms  were  captured.  I  also 
heard  from  Colonel  Palmer  that  be  had  received  my  order  to  move  to  Ruther- 
ford, but  after  concentrating  for  the  move,  had  been  informed  by  General  Echols, 
of  the  rebel  army,  of  the  existence  of  the  truce,  and  therefore  had  not  moved. 
He  was  directed  to  comply  with  the  previous  order,  and  establish  his  headquar- 
ters at  Jiutberford.  1  regarded  the  possession  of  one  of  the  gaps  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  as  being  absolutely  necessary  to  the  safety  of  my  eommaad. 

At  12  o'clock  m.  I  left  Hendersonville,  intending  to  attack  Ashville  the  same 
evening.  At  3  p.  m.  I  received  a  flag  of  truce  from  General  Martin,  at  Ashville, 
stating  that  he  had  official  notification  of  the  truce.  Later  in  the  evening  another 
flag  of  truce  informed  me  that  General  Martin  would  meet  me  nest  morning  at 
11  a.  m.  I  received  an  official  announcement  from  General  Sherman  of  the 
existence  of  the  truce. 

General  Sherman's  order  to  General  Stoneman  to  come  to  the  railroad  at 
Durham's  station,  or  Hillsboi-o',  was  i-eceived  at  11  p,  m.  Being  thoroughly 
convinced  that  the  order  had  been  given  by  General  Sherman  in  the  belief  that 
the  cavahy  division  was  at  or  near  Salisbury,  when  in  fact  it  would  have  requii-ed 
a  march  of  above  two  hnndred  (200)  miles  to  have  reached  Durham's  station, 
and  but  sixty  (60)  to  our  base  at  Gi-eenville,  Tennessee,  after  mature  consid- 
eration I  detennined  to  march  to  the  latter  place;  and  accordinghi-,  when  I  met 
General  Martin,  under  flag  of  truce,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  I  annonnced  to 
him  my  decision  to  march  to  Greenville,  and  at  the  same  time  suggested  to  him 
that  it  would  be  a  gi'eat  relief  to  the  people  if  he  could  supply  me  with  three  (3) 
days'  rations,  and  thus  avoid  the  necessity  of  stripping  the  citizens  of  their  scanty 
supplies.  The  general  agreed  to  my  proposition,  and  furnished  three  (3)  days' 
rations  of  meal,  and  all  the  meat  they  had  on  baud.  At  this  meeting  General 
Martin  demanded  the  restoration  of  the  battery  captured  the  preceding  day, 
basing  his  claim  on  the  fact  that  the  capture  had  been  made  after  the  date  of 
agreement  between  Generals  Sherman  and  Johnston,  though  its  existence  might 
have  been  unknown  to  him  and  myself.     Of  course  I  declined  restoring  the 
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battery,  whieli,  with  tlie  piece  captured  at  Morgnntown,  will  an-ive  at  thia  place 
on  the  28th.  But  for  the  armistice  it  would  have  beea  easy  to  capture  Ashviile 
and  its  ganiaon.  Ooionel  Palmer  reports  that  after  leaving  StateaviUe  he  paroled 
over  two  thousand  (2,000)  prisoners. 

On  the  25th  Brown's  and  Miller's  brigades  mai-ched  towards  Greenville,  while 
orders  were  given  for  Palmer  to  proceed  by  way  of  Wayiieayille  and  Qaallatown 
down  the  Little  Tennessee. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  remarking  on  the  complete  surprise  of  the 
rebels  at  every  point  at  which  we  appeared.  When  the  expedition  crossed  the 
Blue  lUdge  into  North  Carolina  they  were  convinced  that  Salisbury  was  the 
point  of  intecded  attack.  By  turning  due  north  from  Jonesville  the  enemy 
were  completely  sm-prised,  and  the  Tennessee  and  Virginia  railroad  at  our  mercy. 
By  the  destruction  of  that  road  the  enemy  lost  three  (3)  tr.^ins,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  destroy  upwards  of  two  hundred  (200)  wagons,  and  spike  and  aljimdon 
twenty-one  (SI)  pieces  of  artiilery.  The  greater  part  of  the  troops  thus  cut  off 
returned  to  Kentucky,  under  Generals  Oosley  and  Geltner,  aud  surrendered 
themselves  to  the  federal  authorities.  When  marching  south  the  demons tration 
of  Oolone!  Palmer  iu.  the  direction  of  Danville  and  Greensboro*,  by  Martinsville, 
the  enemy  withdrew  several  thousand  of  their  troops  from  Salisbury  before  they 
discovered  the  real  point  of  attack.  The  road  being  cut  iu  five  different  placea 
south  of  Danville,  and  despite  their  efforts  to  re-enforce  it,  Salisbury,  with  its 
immense  depots  and  magazines,  fell  into  our  hands.  A  division  of  infantry  and 
a  brigade  of  cavalry  arrived  at  Salisbury  the  day  after  our  departure.  While 
ail  their  avaiJabJe  force  and  ai-tiltery  was  at  Swaaanoa  gap  a  brigade  was  passed 
to  their  rear,  surprisiug  and  capturing  most  of  their  force.  Ow  captraes  amount 
to  twenty-five  (25)  pieces  of  artillery  taken  in  action,  and  twenty-one  (21)  that 
they  were  forced  to  abandon  in  southwest  Virginia — total  forty -six  (46;)  above 
six  thousand  (6,000)  prisoners,  and  seventeen  (17)  battle-flags. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  recommend  the  following  officers  to  the  especial  consid- 
eration of  the  War  Department :  Colonel  W.  J.  Palmer,  for  his  uniform  gallantry 
and  aeal  and  ability  in  the  management  of  his  brigade;  Colonel  J.  K,  Miller, 
the  same,  and  especially  for  his  gallantry  at  Salisbury,  for  which  I  respectfully 
and  earnestly  recommend  himfor  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general;  Major  Sanders, 
for  gallantry  in  the  charge  at  Salisbury;  Colonel  Trawb ridge,  for  gallantcy  and 
energy  in  his  attack  on  High  Point,  where  he  was  opposed  by  superior  numbers; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Slater,  for  his  distinguished  gallantry  in  charging  and  cap- 
turing the  enemy's  battery  near  Ashviile,  April  23d;  Major  Wagner,  fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  cavalry,  for  the  gallantry  and  ability  displayed  by  him  in  the 
management  of  his  balt^iion  while  detached  from  his  regiment  and  brigade  in 
the  direction  of  Lynchburg  aud  Danville;  Major  Mo dena,  twelfth  Ohio,  for 
gallantry  in  capturing  and  destroying  the  bridges  over  Catawba  when  defended 
by  a  superior  force  and  two  (S)  pieces  of  artillery;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stacy, 
thirteenth  Tennessee  cavalry,  for  his  uniform  gallantry,  particularly  at  Salisbury. 

I  beg  to  recommend  to  special  notice  my  staff  Lieutenant  Colonel  Israel  0. 
Smith,  acting  assistant  inspector  general,  for  his  uniform  gallantry  and  efficiency, 
particularly  at  Salisbury,  for  pi-omotiOn  to  colonel  by  brevet.  Jor  the  same 
reasons  I  recommend  Major  8.  C.  Hambright,  tenth  Tennessee  cavalry,  provost 
marshal  division,  and  Major  J.  K.  Barnes,  twelfth  Kentucky  cavalry,  Captain  W, 
J.  Patterson,  battery  E,  first  Tennessee  light  artillery,  acting  assistant  adjutant 
general,  and  Captain  W.  S,  Tracy,  commissary  subsistence  United  States  vol- 
onteers,  Lieutenant  D.  M.  Nelson,  aide-de-camp,  ninth  Tennessee  cavalry.  Lieu 
tenants  Malaby  and  Uiee,  signal  officers,  and  Hurgeon  A.  L.  Caoiet,  medical  di- 

Upon  First  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Reagan,  commanding  batteiy  E,  first  Tennessee 
light  artillery,  devolved  the  laborious  duty  of  commanding  his  battery.  His 
management  of  it,  whether  on  long  aud  tedious  marches  with  broken-down 
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borses,  or  on  tlie  battle-field,  was  such  aa  to  challenge  the  admiration  of  the  entire 
command,  and  often  ehcited  the  praise  of  the  major  general  commaadiag.  I 
would  earnestly  recommend  his  promotion  to  major  hy  brevet.  Brigade  com- 
manders will  send  in  recommeudations  of  Buch  of&cers  as  have  distinguished 


I  have  the  hoaoi'  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
ALVAN"  0.  GILLE-M, 
Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Volunteera,  Cominandiiig  Divisi 
Major  G.  M,  Bascom, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  Dintnct  East  Tennessee,  Knoxville. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Military  Division  of  the  Missipsippi, 
Macon,  Ga.,  Jane  29,  1S65. 

General  :  My  last  general  report  of  operations,  dated  at  Gravelly  Spring, 
Alabama,  February  8,  1865,  completed  the  history  of  the  cavalry  corps,  mili- 
tary division  of  iJie  Mississippi,  from  its  organiaation  to  that  dat«.  In  pursu- 
ance of  instructions  from  General  Thomas,  I  was  authorised,  after  the  escape  of 
Hood  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  river,  to  assemble  the  available  force 
of  the  corps  in  the  vicinity  of  Eastport,  at  the  head  of  steamboat  navigation  on 
the  Tennessee  river,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  organization  and  put- 
ting the  troops  iti  the  best  possible  condition  for  early  active  operations.  By 
his  direction,  after  transferring  the  seventh  Ohio  and  fifth  Iowa  from  the  sixth 
division,  it  was  ordered  to  Pulaski  with  a  view  to  its  remaining  in  Tennessee 
for  local  operations.     No  i-eports  have  since  been  received  of  its  services. 

On  the  24th  of  Januaiy  La  Grange's  and  Watkins's  brigades  of  the  first  divi- 
sion, after  a  fatiguing  march,  aiTived  at  Waterloo  lauding,  on  the  northwestern 
corner  of  Alabama.  They  had  been  detained  in  Kentucky,  under  General 
McCook,  for  the  purpose  of  ridding  that  State  of  a  band  of  rebel  cavahy  under 
Lyon.  In  pursuance  of  previous  ordei-s  the  third  brigade  of  this  division  was 
then  distributed  between  the  first  aad  secoad  bi-igades.  Brevet  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Watkius,  at  his  own  request,  was  ordered  to  Nashville  to  report  to  Brig- 
adier General  R.  W.  Johnson,  commanding  sixth  division,  for  assignment  to 
the  command  of  a  brigade  ia  that  division.  About  the  same  time  the  second 
division,  Brigadier  General  EH  Long  commanding,  and  newly  mouated  and 
equipped,  arrived  from  Louisville,  having  marched  from  that  place,  a  distance 
of  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  (385)  miles,  in  mid-winter,  over  bad  roads, 
with  scanty  supplies  of  forage,  in  twenty-eight  (28)  days.  Soon  after  the 
"Winslow  brigade,  of  the  fourth  division,  arrived  by  steam  ti'anspoits  from  the 
same  place.  The  second  brigade  of  the  division  was  then  organized  by  joiniug 
the  first  Ohio  (transferred  from  the  second  division)  with  the  fifth  Iowa  and 
seventh  Ohio,  (transferred  from  the  sixth  division.)  Brevet  Brigadier  General 
A.  J,  Alexander,  a  young  officer  of  courage  and  administrative  ability,  was  as- 
\  to  the  command.  Brigadier  General  B.  H.  Grierson  had  been  originally 
J  to  the  command  of  this  division,  but  failing  to  use  due  diligence  in 
ling  and  preparing  it  for  the  field,  he  was  replaced  by  Brevet  Major  Gen- 
eral E,  Upton,  an  officer  of  rare  merit  and  experience.  The  corps  were  all  can- 
toned on  the  north  bank  of  the  Tennessee  river;  Long's,  Upton's,  and  Hatch's 
divisions,  and  Hammond's  brigade,  of  Kuipe's  division,  at  Gravelly  Spring, 
and  McCook'a  division  at  Waterloo.  The  aggregate  force  was  about  twenty- 
two  thousand  (22,000)  men,  thirteen  thousand  of  whom  were  aimed  with  Spen- 
cer carbines  and  rifles ;  sixteen  thousand  (16,000)  were  well  mounted  on  horaes, 
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simply  requii-ing  a  few  weeVa'  rest,  feed,  and  attention,  to  become  fit  for  active 
service  ;  the  balance  were  poorly  armed  and  dismounted. 

On  the  3d  of  Febrnary  I  received  instructions  to  send  a  division  of  five  tbou- 
Eaiid  cavaliy  to  Gieiiei-al  Canby.  After  consultation  with  Geaeral  Thomas  it 
was  decided  to  send  Blnipe's  division,  bnt  ia  order  to  furoish  it  with  horses  it 
waa  found  neeesgary  to  dismount  part  of  tiie  command  remaining  behind.  Grcn- 
eral  Hatch's  division,  composed  of  most  excellent  troops,  had,  under  its  gallant 
commander,  won  great  diatiaction  during  the  recent  campaign,  hut  having  the 
largest  number  of  dismounted  men,  and  having  i)een  constantly  in  Bervise  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  I  thijnght  it  best  to  take  the  horses  from  it  necessary  to 
mount  the  troops  about  to  leave ;  I  wished  to  give  it  an  opportunity  to  rest, 
fumisii  it  aremownt  of  fresli  horses,  equipments,  and  arms,  and.  hoped  thereby  to 
make  it  a  model  in  drill,  discipline,  and  equipment,  as  it  had  already  made  it- 
self ill  dash,  constancy,  and  cheerful  performance  of  duty. 

On  the  3d  of  February  the  mounted  portion  of  the  seventh  division  embarked 
at  Waterloo  on  transports  for  Vicksbnrg;  the  dismounted  portion,  with  such 
horses  as  coTild  be  obtained,  followed  from  Nashville,  under  the  direct  command 
of  GTeueval  Knipe,  as  soon  as  transportation  could  be  furnished.  Brevet  Brigadier 
General  J.  Hammond  had  been  relieved,  by  direction  of  the  chief  surgeon,  from  the 
command  of  a  brigade  in  this  division,  after  having  earned  great  credit  with  it  in  the 
battleabout  Nashville  and  thepnrauit  of  Hoodfrom Tennessee.  These  ebangesleft 
under  my  immediate  command  seventeen  thousand  men.reqniring  about  five  thou- 
sand horses  to  famish  a  complete  remount.  As  the  troops  arrived  at  Grravelly 
Spring  they  ■were  assigned  to  camps  as  close  together  as  the  circumstances  of 
ground,  water,  and  contiguity  to  the  landings  would  permit.  The  mild  eiim  ite, 
rocky  soil,  and  the  rolling  surface  of  the  country  rendered  this  altogether  the  bast 
locality  that  could  have  been  found  for  recnperating  and  preparing  both  men 
and  horses  for  an  early  spring  campaign.  The  camps  were  laid  out  with  reg- 
ularity ;  comfortable  quarters  for  the  men  and  shelter  for  the  horses  were  con- 
structed ■without  delay.  Koads  wei'e  made  to  the  landings,  and  supplies  of 
forage,  rations,  clothing,  ecjuipments,  and  ammunition  were  furnished  in  great, 
abundance.  A  thorough  system  of  instruetiona  for  men  and  officers  was  insti- 
tuted, and  every  necessary  effort  was  made  to  bring  the  corps  to  the  highest 
possible  state  of  efficiency.  I  transmit  herewith  a  topographical  sketch,  show- 
ing the  situation  of  the  camps  and  their  arran^ment.  The  plan  of  that  con- 
structed by  General  Uammond,  and  afterwards  occupied  by  a  part  of  General 
Upton's  division,  I  regard  the  beat  ari-angemeut  of  a  cavalry  cantonment  yet 
devised.  The  influence  of  the  system  adopted  on  the  subsequent  career  of  the 
corps  cannot  be  iiveresti mated.  The  final  victory  over  Forrest  and  the  rebel*, 
cavalry  was  won  by  patient  industry  and  instruction  while  in  the  cantonments 
of  Gravelly  Spring  and  Waterloo.  The  great  fault  in  our  cavalry  system  had 
previously  been  overwork  in  detachments,  and  the  absence  of  instructive 
organization  and  the  uniformity  of  equipment. 

On  the  23d  of  February  General  Thomas  arrived  at  Eastport  with  in- 
Btractions,  directiag  me  to  fit  out  aa  expedition  of  five  or  sis  thousand 
cava3ry  "for  the  purpose  of  makiug  a  demonstration  upon  Tuscaloosa  and; 
Selma,"  in  i'avor  of  General  Canby's  operations  against  Mobile  and  central,  Al- 
abama. After  consultation,  in  ■which  I  expressed  a  bdief  in  the  capacity,  of  my 
command  to  capture  those  places  and  conduct  fn)m  the  latter  most  important 
operations,  General  Thomas  gave  me  permission  to  move  with  my  entire  avail- 
able mounted  force,  and  ■  authoriKed  roe  to  pursue  such  a  coui'se  as  I.  might  see- 
proper,  keepiug  ia  view  the  general  object  of  tlie  impending  campaign.  The 
instructions  of  Lieutenant  Geneial  Crant  t-anem  ttel  to  me  by  General  Thomas, 
after  directing  me  to  be  ready  to  marcl  as  soon  as  General  Canby's  moveraent 
had  begun,  allowed  me  the  amplox.!  d  sc  t  on  as  an  ndependent  commander. 
It  was  at  first  intended  that  the  espedit  on  should  begin  its  moscmeats  by 
T  29 
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tlie  4tli  of  March,  but  Iieayy  rain-atovms  setting  in,  the  Tenneasae  river  became 
much  swollen,  and  the  roada  impassable. 

Lieutenaut  General  Grant  having  directed  all  the  surplus  horses  purchased 
ia  the  west  to  be  sent  to  General  Canby,  there  were  no  means  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  cavalry  bui^eau  to  mount  Hatch's  division.  I  therefore  directed  him  to 
turn  over  bis  few  remaining  horses  to  General  Upton,  and  continue  the  mstiue- 
tion  of  bis  command  at  Bastport.  It  was  expected  that  ibe  supply  depart- 
ments would  soon  be  able  to  furaisii  him  horses  and  Spencer  carbines,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  take  the  field  and  join  the  corps  somewhere  in  Alabama  or  Geor- 
gia. By  a  voluntaiy  arrangement  between  Brevet  Brigadier  General  D.  E. 
Ooon,  commanding  the  second  brigade  of  Hatch's  division,  and  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Oroxtoa,  the  iformer  also  turned  over  to  the  latter  all  the  Spencer  ciirbinea 
then  in  the  brigade.  By  these  means  the  troops  of  the  first,  second,  and  fimrth 
diviaions,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  hundred,  were  arrned  with  the  Spencer 
carbines ;  and  ail  bad  arms  using  cartridges  with  metallic  cases.  The  heavy 
rains  continued,  in  consequence  of  which  the  river  ovei-flowed  its  banks,  and 
destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  grain  accumulated  for  the  horses  at  Chickasaw 
landing.  The  steamboats  could  not  reach  the  highlands  except  by  working 
their  way  through  the  woods  and  fields,  until  the  river  subsided  to  its  natural 
banks.  The  crossing  was,  therefore,  delayed  until  the  18th  instant.  A  light 
canvas  pontoon  train  of  thirty  boats,  with  the  fixtures  complete,  transported  by 
fifty  six-Kule  wagons,  and  in  charge  of  a  battalion  of  tlie  twelfth  Missouri  cav- 
alry, Major  J.  M.  Hubbard  commanding,  was  also  got  ready  to  accompany  the 
expedition.  The  entire  train,  in  chaj'ge  of  Captain  W.  E.  Brown,  acting  chief 
quartermaster,  numbered  not  far  from  Wo  hundred  and  fifty  wagons,  escorted 
by  fifteen  hundred  dismoauted  men  of  the  three  divisions.  These  men  were 
organized  into  battalions,  and  commanded  by  Major  (now  Colonel)  Archer.  At 
daylight  on  the  22d  of  Marcbi  all  the  preliminaiy  ari-angements  having  been 
perfected,  and  the  order  of  march  having  been  designated,  the  movement  began 
The  entire  valley  of  the  Tennessee  having  been  devastated  by  two  years  of  war- 
fare, was  quite  as  destitute  of  army  supplies  as  the  hill  country  south  of  it.  In 
all  directions,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  there  was  almost  absolute  des- 
titution. It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  scatter  the  troops  over  a'  wide  extent 
of  country,  and  march  as  rapidly  as  circunistaneea  would  permit.  This  was 
rendered  SBfe  by  the  fact  that  FoiTcst's  forces  were  at  that  time  near  West 
Point,  Mississippi,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miJo^s  southwest  of  Eastport,  whiio 
Eoddy's  occupied  Montevallo,  on  the  Alabama  and  Tennessee  river  railroad, 
nearly  the  same  distance  to  the  southeast.  By  starting  on  diverging  roads  the 
enemy  was  left  in  doubt  as  to  our  real  object,  and  compelled  to  watch  equally 
Columbus,  Tuscaloosa,  and  Selma.  Upton's  divisions,  followed  by  his  traiii, 
.marched  rapidly  by  the  most  easterly  route,  jiassing  by  Bai-ton's  station,  Throg- 
morton's  njill3,  Kusselville,  Mount  Hope,  and  Jasper-,  to  Sander's  ferry,  on  tlie 
west  fork  of  the  Black  Warrior  river.  Long's  division  marched  by  the  way  of 
Cherokee  station  and  Frankfort,  but  being  encumbered  by  the  pontoon  train, 
and  having  mistaken  the  road  by  which  it  should  have  asceniied  the  mountain, 
was  considerably  delayed  in  reachiijg  B.usselville.     From  this  place  it  marched 

■  directly  Bouth  by  the  Tuscaloosa  road  until  it  crossed  Upper  Bear  creek; 
thence  turned  to  the  eastward  by  the  head  of  Batlahatchie  creek,  crossed  Byler's 

si-oad,  near  Thorn  Hill,  and  struck  Black  Water  ijreek  about  twenty-five  miles 
ifrom  Jasper.  The  crossing  of  the  last-mentioned  stream,  and  the  road  for  sis 
.miles  beyond,  were  as  bad  as  could  be,  but  by  industry  everything  was  forced 
ithrongb  to  Jasper,  and  the  ford  on  the  Warrior,  with  but  little  loss  of  time. 
McOook's  division  pursued  the  same  route  to  Bear  creek,  on  the  Tuscaloosa 

■  road,  but  instead  of  turning  to  the  eastward  at  that  place,  continued  the  laarcli 

■  towards  Tuscaloosa,  as  farasEldridge,  and  thence  east  to  Jasper.  In  this  order 
-.he  different  divieione  arrived  at  and  crossed  the  two  forks  of  the  Black  Warrior 
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liver.  Tlie  ford  on  the  "West  branch  was  extremnly  difficult  of  approach  as  well 
ns  of  passage,  the  couniry  on  both  sides  very  riig^ged,  and  sis  or  seven  Imn- 

dred  feet  above,  tlie  bed  of  the  stream  was  entirely  destitute  of ;  the 

stream  itself  was,  at  the  time,  likely  to  become  entirely  impassable  by  the  ruin 
which  threatened  to  occur  at  any  moment.  I  had  also  heard' at  Jasper  on  tlio 
a7th  that  a  part  of  Forrest's  force,  under  Chalmers,  wns  marchine  by  the  way  nf 
Bridgeville  towards  Tuscaloosa,  and  knew  that  by  the  time  the  direction  of  our 
movement  had  been  disco^-ered  it  would  he  but  a  short  time  till  the  balance  of 
the  rebel  cavalry  would  push  in  the  same  direction.  I  therefore  directed  my 
division  commanders  to  replenish  the  haveraaeks,  see  that  the  pack-animals 
were  fully  laden,  to  leaye  all  ibe  wagons  except  the  artillery,  and  march  with 
the  greatest  possible  rapidity  via  Elyton  to  Montevallo.  I  felt  confident  that 
tlie  enemy  wonld  not  relinquish  hia  efforts  to  cheek  the  movement  of  the  troops, 
in  the  hope  of  destroyiag  our  snpply  train.  I  therefore  left  it  between  the  two 
streams,  with  instiixctions  to  push  on  as  fiir  as  Elytoa.  where  it  would  receive 
fMither  orders.  By  great  energy  on  the  part  of  commanding  officers,  the  two 
branches  of  the  Warrior  were  crossed,  each  division  losing  a  few  horses,  bat  no 
njea.  At  Elyton,  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  I  directed  Gfeneral  McCook  to 
detach  Ci-ostou's  brigade,  with  orders  to  move  on  Toscaloosa  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible, hum  the  public  stores,  militaiy  school,  biidges,  foundries,  and  factories  at 
that  place,  and  return  towards  the  main  columvi,  by  the  way  of  Centreville  road, 
and  rejoin  it  at  ov  in  the  vicinity  of  Selma.  Besides  covering  oiir  trains,  and  inilict- 
inga  heavy  blow  upon  the  enemy,  I  hoped  by  this  detachment  to  develop  any 
movement  on  his  part  intended  to  intercept  my  main  column.  General  Upton''?  di- 
vision encountered  a  few  rebel  cavalry  at  Elyton,  but  pushed  them  rapidly 
aci-oss  the  Cuhawba  river  to  Montevallo.  The  rebels  having  felled  trepR  into 
Ihe  ford,  and  othei'wise  obstructed  it,  the  railroad  bridge  near  HiJlsboro'  was 
floored  over  by  General  Winslow.  General  Upton  crossed  his  division  and 
pushed  on  rapidly  to  Montevallo,  where  he  arrived  late  on  the  evening  of  the 
30th.  Long  and  McOook  marched  by  the  same  route.  In  this  region  Genei'al 
Upton's  division  destroyed  the  Eed  Mountain,  Central,  Bibb,  and  Colnrabiitna 
ii'on-works,  Oahawba  rolling-mills,  five  collieries,  and  much  valuable  property. 
All  of  these  establishments  were  of  great  extent  and  in  full  operation. 

I  arrived  at  Montevallo  at  1  p,  m.,  March  31,  when  I  found  Upton's  dirision 
ready  to  resume  the  march.  Directly  after,  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  on 
the  Selma  road.  By  my  direction,  Greneral  Upton  moved  his  division  ont  at  once, 
General  Alexander's  brigade  in  advance.  After  a  sharp  fight  and  handsome 
charge.  General  Alexander  drove  the  rebel  cavalry,  a  part  of  Crossland's 
Keututky  brigade,  and  Roddy's  division,  rapidly  and  in  great  confusion  towards 
llaiidolph  ;  the  enemy  endeavoring  to  make  a  stand  at  a  creek  four  or  five  miles 
south  of  Montevallo.  General  Upton  placed  in  position  and  opened  Rodney's 
battery  I,  fourth  United  States  artillery,  and  passing  Winslow's  brigade  to  the 
front,  they  again  made  a  hasty  retreat,  closely  pnrsned  and  repeatedly  charged 
by  Winslow's  advance.  About  fifty  prisoners  were  taken  with  their  arms  and 
accoutrements,  and  mnch  other  loose  materials  were  abandoned.  The  gallantly 
of  men  and  officers  had  been  most  conspicuous  throughout  the  day,  and  had 
resulted  already  in  the  establishment  of  a  moral  supremacy  for  the  .corps. 
Upton's  division  bivouacked  fourteen  miles, south  of  Montevallo,  and  at  dawn  of 
(he  nest  day,  Aprill, pushed  forward  to  Randolph.  At  this  point,  in  pursuance 
of  the  order  of  maj'ch  for  the  day,  General  Upton  turned  to  tb^  east,  for  the 
purpose  of  going  by  the  way  of  old  Maplesville,  and  thence  by  the  old  Solma 
road,  while  General  Long  was  instructed  to  push  forward  on  the  new  road. 
At  Randolph,  Gteneral  Upton  captut-ed  a.  rebel  courier  just  from  Centreville,  and 
from  hia  person  took  two  despatches,  one  from  Brigadier' General  W.  H.  Jackson, 
ling  one  of  Forrest's  divisions,  and  the  other  froSi  Major  Anderson, 
cbief  of  staff,     from  the  iii-st  I  learned  that  Forrest,  with  a  part  of  Jiis 
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eoDimand,  was  ia  my  front;  this  had  also  been  obtained  from  prisoners;  that 
Jackson,  with  his  division  and  all  the  wagons  and  artillury  nf  the  rebel  cayaiiy, 
was  marching  from  Tuscaloosa,  yfuTrion,  towards  Centreviile,  and  had  eocampeJ 
the  night  before  at  Hill's  plantation,  three  miles  beyond  Seottsboro' ;  that  Croxton, 
with  the  brigade  detached  at  Elyton,  had  struck  Jackson's  rear-gnard  at  Triou, 
and  interposed  himself  between  it  and  the  train;  that  Jackson  had  discovered 
this,  and  intended  to  attack  Oroston  at  daylight  April  I.  I  learned  from  the 
other  deepatch  that  Chaltaer's  had  also  arrived  at  Marion,  Alabama,  and  had 
been  ordered  to  cross  to  the  east  side  of  the  Cahawba,  near  that  place,  for  the 
purpose  of  joiniag  FoiTeat  in  my  front,  or  in  the  works  at  Selma.  I  also  learned 
that  a  force  of  disjuoitnted  men  were  stationed  at  Oentreville  with  orders  to  hold 
the  bridge  over  the  Oahawba  at  that  place  as  long  as  possible,  and  in  no  event 
to  let  it  fall  into  onr  hands.  Shortly  after  the  iaterception  of  these,  I  received 
a  despatch  from  Oroxton,  written  from  Trion  the  night  before,  informing  me  that 
he  had  struck  Jackson's  rear,  and  instead  of  pushing  on  towards  Tuscaloosa,  &a 
he  was  ordered,  he  wonid  follow  up  and  endeavor  to  bring  him  to  an  engagement, 
hoping  thereby  to  prevent  his  junction  with  Forrest,  With  this  information  in 
my  possession,  I  directed  McCookto  strengthen  the  battalion  previously  ordered 
to  Centreviile  by  a  regiment,  and  to  follow  at  once  with  LaGrange's  entire 
brigade,  leaving  all  pack-trains  and  wagons  with  the  main  column,  so  that  ho 
could  march  with  the  utmost  possible  celerity,  and  after  seizing  the  Oenti-evilie 
bridge,  and  leaving  it  under  protection  of  a  sufficient  guard,  to  cross  the  Cahawba 
and  continue  his  mareh  by  the  Seottsboro'  roads  towards  Trion.  His  orders 
were  to  atlaek  and  break  up  Jackson's  forces,  foim  a  junction  with  Croiton,  if 
practicable,  and  rejoin  the  corps  with  his  entire  division  by  the  Oentreville  road 
to  Selma.  Although  he  did  not  leave  Randolph  till  nearly  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  and 
the  distance  to  Scottaville  was  nearly  forty  miles,  I  hoped  by  this  movement  to 
do  more  than  secure  the  Centi'eville  bridge,  and  prevent  Jackson  from  joining  the 
forces  in  fiont  of  the  maia  column.  Having  then  taken  care  of  the  right  flank, 
and  anticipated  Forrest  in  bis  intention  to  play  his  old  game  of  getting  upon  the 
f  1        pp  I  g        d  ns  to  Long  and  Upton  to  allow  Uim  no  rest, 

b  p  hhm  w  d  8  Im  w  1  he  utmost  spirit  and  rapidity.  Thesoofficers, 
comp    h     d        i  [  d  forward  with  admirable  zeal  and  activity 

pi  d    wh   h  h        b        jreviously  indicated.     The  advance  of  both 

d  d    m  11  p       e>.    f  the  enemy,  but  drove  them  back  to  their 

m  in  f  Eb  1       h  miles  north  of  PlantersviUe.     Forrest  had 

h  p  h  h  b     1  of  Bogler's  creek,  and  disposed  of  his  force 

f     b     1     h         h  g        M  Ibeiry  creek,  and  his  left  on  a  high  wooded 

ndg  h  I  f        11    y  to  sweep  the  Randolph  road,  upon  which 

L     g     1  w       d  1  two  on  the  Maplesville  road.     He  had  under 

his  command,  in  line,  Armstrong's  brigade,  of  Chalmers's  division,  Eoddy's  divi- 
sion, Orossland's  Kentucky  brigade,  and  a  battalion  of  three  hundred  infantry, 
just  arrived  from  Selma,  in  all  about  five  thousand  men.  Part  of  his  front  was 
covered  by  aslasbingofpinetreeand  rail  barricades,  Assoonaa  General  Long  dis- 
covered the  enemy  in  strength  close  upon  the  main  body,  he  re-enforced  his  ad- 
vance guard  {a  battalion  of  the  seventy -second  Indiana  mounted  infantry)  by  the 
balance  of  the  regiment,  dismonnted,  and  formed  it  on  the  left  of  the  road. 
Pushing  il  forwaid,  the  enemy  was  broken  and  dr'iven  back.  At  this  juncture 
be  ordered  forward  four  companies  of  the  seventeenth  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Frank  White  commanding.  With  drawn  sabres,  this  gallant  battalion  drove  tlie 
enemy  in  confusion  iato  the  main  line,  dashed  against  that,  broke  through  it, 
rode  over  the  rebel  guns,  crushing  the  wheels  of  one  piece,  and  finally  turned  to 
the  left  and  cut  its  way  out,  leaving  one  officer  and  sixteen  men  in  the  enemy's 
hands,  either  hiiied  or  wounded.  In  this  charge  Captain  Taylor,  seventeenth 
Indiana,  lost  his  life,  after  having  led  Lis  men  into  the  very  midst  of  the  enemy, 
and  engaged  in  a  iimning  fight  of  two  hundred  yai'ds  with  Forrest  in  person. 
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General  Alexander's  bdgade  harl  the  advance  of  Upion'e  division,  and  wlien 
within  three  milea  of  Ebenezer  church,  heard  the  firing  and  clieere  of  Long's  men 
on  the  right,  pushed  forward  at  the  trot,  and  soon  came  upon  tlie  enemy. 
General  Alexander  hastily  deployed  his  brigade,  mostly  oa  the  right  of  the  road, 
with  the  intention  of  connecting  with  Long's  left,  and  as  soon  as  everything  was 
inreadiness,  pushedforwardh  si  ne  d  amo  nted  I  I  tb  n  hour,  although 
the  resistance  was  determined  1  e  pos  on  wa  n  d  by  a  llant  charge,  and 
the  rebels  completely  routed.  Alexaaler  sbr„  d  pt  1  wo  guna  and  aboat 
two  hundred  prisoners,  while  one  g  n  fell  nt  th  h  nd  f  General  Long's 
divisina.  .  Winslow's  brigade  nimed  ately  pas  d  t  th  f  t  and  took  up  the 
pursiiit,  but  coidd  not  again  b  g  the  rebel  to  f  d  Ihe  whole  coi-pa 
bivouacked  at  sundown  abov     Plante    v  Up  n      t  I      from  Pelma,  with 

almost  constant  fighting.     Th  e  amy  had  b     i  driven  since  morning  twenty-four 

At  daylight  of  the  2d,  Lon^  d  vi  o  onk  the  advance,  closely  followed  by 
Upton.  Haviag  obtained  a  well  drawn  sketLh  and  complete  description  of  the 
defences  of  Selma,  I  directed  General  Long,  mavching  by  the  flanks  of  brigades, 
to  approach  the  city  and  cross  to  the  Summerville  road,  withoai  exposing  his 
men,  and  to  develop  his  line  as  soon  as  he  should  -irrive  in  front  of  the  works. 
General  Upton  was  directed  to  move  on  the  Eange  Line  road,  sending  a  squadron 
on  the  Burasville  road.  Lieutenant  Rutidlebrook,  with  a  battalion  of  the  fourth 
United  States  cavalry,  was  instructed  to  move  down  the  railroal,  burning  stations, 
trestle,  and  biidges,  as  far  as  Burnavillo,  By  rapid  marching,  without  opposition, 
the  troops  were  all  in  s^ghtof  the  town, and  mostly  in  position  by  4  p  m.  As  I 
approached  the  city,  I  perceived  that  my  information  was  gpnerslly  correct;  I 
therefore  made  a  reconnoissanco  of  the  works  from  left  to  right,  for  the  purpose 
of  satisfying  myself  entirely  as  to  the  true  point  of  attack  and  the  probable 
chance  of  success.  I  directed  General  Long  to  assault  the  enemy's  works  by 
moving  diagonally  across  the  road  upoa  which  hie  troops  were  posted,  while 
General  Upton,  at  his  own  request,  with  a  picket  force  of  three  hundred  men,  was 
dirRcted  to  penetrate  the  swamp  upon  bis  left,  break  through  the  line  covered  by  it, 
and  turn  the  enemy's  right ;  the  balance  of  bia  division  to  conform  to  the  movement. 

The  signal  for  the  advance  was  to  be  the  discharge  of  a  single  gun  fi-om  Sod- 
ney's  battery,  to  be  given  as  soon  as  Upton's  turning  movemenl;  bad  developed 
itself.  Before  this  plan  could  be  carried  into  execution,  and  whale  waiting  for 
the  signal  to  advance,  General  Long  was  informed  that  a  strong  force  of  rebel 
cavalry  had  begun  skirmishing  with  bia  rear,  and  threatened  a  general  attack  npon 
his  pack-train  and  led  horses.  He  bad  left  a  force  of  six  companies  well  posted 
at  the  ereek,  in  anticipation  of  this  movement,  afterwards  ascertained  to  have 
been  made  by  Ohalmera,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  Forrest.  This  force 
was  at  Marion  the  day  before,  and  was  expected  on  the  road  from  that  place. 
Fearing  that  this  affair  might  compromise  our  (wsault  upon  the  main  p'lsition, 
General  Long,  (having  already  stroogthened  the  rear  by  another  regiment,)  with 
admirable  judgment,  determined  to  male  tlie  assault  at  once,  and  without  waiting 
for  the  signal  gave  the  order  to  advance.  The  troops  dismounted,  sprang  forward 
with  confident  alacrity,  and  ia  less  than  fifteen  minutes,  withont  even  Btnpping, 
waveiing,  or  faltering,  had  swept  over  the  works  and  driven  the  rebels  in  con- 
fusion towards  the  city.  I  arrived  on  that  part  of  the  field  just  after  the  works 
were  carried,  at  once  notified  General  Uplinn  of  the  success,  and  ordered  bira 
to  push  in  as  rapidly  as  possible ;  directed  Colonel  Minty  (now  in  command  of 
the  second  division)  to  gather  his  men  for  a  new  adyance;  ordered  Colonel  Vail, 
commanding  the  seventeenth  Indiana,  to  place  his  own  regiment  and  the  fourth 
Ohio  in  line  inside  the  works;  hun-ied  up  the  fourth  United  States  cavalry,  Lieu- 
tenant O'Connell  commanding,  the  Board  of  Trade  battery.  Captain  Eiibinson, 
commanding,  and  renewed  the  attack.  The  rebels  had  occupied  a  new  line, 
but  partially  finished,  on  the  edge  of  the  city.     A  most  gallant  charge  by  the 
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foiu-tb  United  States  cavalry  was  repulsed,  but  rapidly  re-foi-med  on  tLe  left,  It 
was  aow  quite  dark;  Upton's  division  advaiieiiig  at  the  same  time,  a  new  cbarge 
was  made  by  the  fourth  Ohio,  seyenteenth  Indiana,  and  fourth  cavalry,  dis- 
mouated.  The  troops,  inspired  by  the  wildest  enthusiasm,  swept  everything 
before  them,  and  penetrated  the  city  in  all  directions.  During  the  first  part  of 
the  action,  the  Chicago  Boaid  of  Trade  battery  had  occupied  a  commanding 
position,  and  steadily  replied  to  the  enemy's  guns.  I  regarded  the  capture  of 
Selma  the  most  remarkable  achievement  in  the  history  of  modem  cavalry,  and 
one  admirably  illustrative  of  its'  new  powers  and  tendencies.  That  it  may 
be  fully  understood,  particular  attention  ia  invited  to  the  following  facts  ;  The 
fortification  a  assaulted  and  carried  consisted  of  a  baationed  line,  on  a  radius  of 
nearly  three  miles,  extending  from  t!l]e  Alabama  river,  below,  to  the  same  above 
the  city.  The  pai't  west  of  the  city  is  covered  by  a  miry,  deep,  and  almost 
impassable  creek ;  that  on  the  eaat  aide  by  a  swamp,  extending  from  the  river 
almost  to  the  Summerfield  iwad,  and  entirely  impracticahle  for  mounted  men  at  all 
times.  General  Upton  ascertained  by  a  personal  reconnoiasance  that  dismounted 
men  might,  with  great  difficulty,  work  tlirough  it  on  the  left  of  the  Kange  Line 
road.  The  profile  of  that  part  of  the  line  assaulted  is  as  follows :  height  of 
parapet  sis  to  eight  feet ;  thickness  eight  feet;  depth  of  ditch  five  feet;  widtli 
from  ten  to  fifteen  feet;  height  of  stockade  on  the  glacis  five  feet;  sunk  into  the 
earth  four  feet.  The  ground  over  which  the  troops  advanced  is  an  open  field, 
generally  level,  sloping  slightly  towards  the  works,  hut  intersected  by  one  ravine 
i|i)d  marshy  soil,  which  both  the  right  and  left  of  Long's  line  experienced  some 
difficulty  in  creasing.  The  distance  which  the  troops  charged,  exposed  to  t!ic 
enemy's  fire  of  artillery  and  musketiy,  was  six  hundred  yards.  Particular  atten- 
tion is  invited  to  that  part  of  Greneral  Long's  report  which  describes  the  assault. 
He  states  that  the  number  actually  engaged  in  the  charge  was  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty  officera  and  men.  The  portion  of  the  line  assaulted  was 
manned  by  Armstrong's  brigade,  regarded  as  the  best  in  I'on-est's  corps,  and 
reported  by  him  at  more  than  fifteen  hundred  men.  The  loss  from  Ijoag's 
division  was  forty  killed,  two  hundred  and  sixty  wounded,  and  seven  miasing. 
G-eueral  Long  was  wounded  in  the  head.  Colonels  Miller  and  McCormick  ia  tlie 
leg,  and  Colonel  Biggs  in  the  breast.  I  doubt  if  the  history  of  this  or  any  other 
war  will  show  another  instance  in  which  a  line  of  works  so  strongly  constructed, 
and  as  welt  defended  as  ihjs,  by  musketry  and  artillery,  has  been  stormed  aud 
carried  by  a  single  line  of  men  without  support.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be 
accorded  to  Greneral  Long,  Colonels  Miuty,  MiJier,  and  Vail,  or  to  the  gallant 
officers  and  men  under  their  command.  I  submit,  herewith,  a  map  of  Selma 
and  its  defences,  surveyed  and  drawn  by  Captain  H,  E.  Noyes,  second  United 
States  cavalry,  and  aide-de-camp.  The  immediate  fruits  of  our  victory  were 
thirty-one  field  guns  and  one  80-pounder  PaiTott,  which  had  been  used  against  hs  ; 
two  thottiand  seven  hundred  prisoners,  including  one  hundred  and  fifty  officers; 
a  number  of  colors,  and  immense  quantities  of  stores  of  every  kind.  Generals 
Poii'est,  Arnasti'ong,  Roddy,  and  Adams  Scaped  with  a  number  of  men,  under 
cover  of  darinesa,  either  by  the  Burneville  and  rivei-  roads,  or  by  swimming  the 
Alabama  river.  A  portion  of  Upton'a  division  piii-sued  on  the- Burns ville  road 
until  long  after  midnight,  capturing  four  guns  and  many  priaonei-s.  1  estimated 
the  entile  garrison,  including  the  militia  of  the  city,  and  surrounding  country,  at 
seven  thousand  men ;  the  entire  force  under  my  command,  engaged  and  in  support- 
ing distance,  waa  nine  thousand  men  and  eight  guns,  Assoonas  the  troops  could 
be  assembled  and  got  into  camp,  I  assigned  Bi-evet  Brigadier  Grenerid  Winslow 
to  the  command  of  the  city,  with  orders  to  destroy  everything  that  could  pos- 
sibly benefit  the  rebel  cause ;  directed  General  Upton  to  march  at  daylight  wiEb 
hisdivision,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  Chalmers  to  the  west  side  of  the  Cahawha, 
to  open' communication  with  McCook,  expected  from  Oentreville,  and  in  con- 
junction with  the  latter,  to  bring  in  the  train.     The  capture  of  Selma  having  put 
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u  n  p  s  a  f  tlie  enemy's  geueral  depot  in  the  southwest,  was  a  ^ntal  blow 
to  tl  u       an  !  aecnred  to  ns  tbe  certainty  of  going  in  whatever  dii-ection 

m  ht  be  f  u  d  na  t  advantageous.  I  gave  directions  to  Lieutenant  Haywood, 
f  th  M  h  an  avalry,  engineer  officer  on  my  staff,  to  employ  all  tiieresonrces 
f  the  h  p  n  tl  e  city  in  construetioa  of  pontoons,  with  the  intention  of 
lay  g  a  b  d  e  and  crossing  to  the  south  side  of  the  Alabama  river,  as  soon  as  I 
could  aat  iy  mys  If  ia  regard  to  General  Canby's  success  in  the  operations 
against  Mobde. 

On  April  5th  Upton  and  McGook  arrived  with  the  train,  but  nothing  definite 
had  been  heard  of  Croston.  McCook  had  been  entirely  successful  in  bis  opera- 
tions against  Oentrevjlle,  but  on  reaching  Scotteboro',  found  Jackson  well 
Eosted,  with  a  force  he  thought  too  strong  ti)  attack.  After  a  sharp  skirmish  he 
ad  retired  to  Centreville,  burned  ihe  Scottsboro'  cotton  factories  and  Cahawba 
bridge,  and  returned  towards  Selma,  satisfied  that  Croxton  had  taken  care  of 
himself  and  gone  in  a  new  direction. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  having  ordered  Major  Hubbard  to  lay  a  bridge  over  tlie 
Alabama  with  the  utmost  despatch,  I  went  to  Oahawba  to  see  General  Forrest, 
who  had  agreed  to  meet  me  there  under  flag  of  truce,  for  tbe  purpose  of  arrang- 
ing an  eschange  of  prisoners,  I  was  not  long  in  discovering  that  I  need  not 
expect  liberality  in  this  matter,  and  that  Forrest  hoped  to  recapture  the  men  of 
hie  command  in  uiy  possession.  During  our  conversation  lie  informed  me  that 
Croxton  had  had  au  engagement  with  Wirt  Adams,  near  Bridgeville,  forty  miles 
southwest  of  Tuscaloosa,  two  days  before.  Thus  assured  of  Croxton'e  success 
and  safety,  I  determined  to  lose  no  fnrther  time  in  crossing  to  the  south  side  of 
the  Alabama.  I  had  also  satisfied  myself  in  the  meari  time  that  Canby  had  an 
ample  force  to  take  Mobile  and  march  to  central  Alabama.  I  therefore  returned 
to  Selma,  and  urged  eveiy  one  to  the  utmost  exertions.  The  river  was  quite 
full  and  rising,  the  weather  unsettled  and  rainy,  but  by  the  greatest  exertions 
night  and  day  on  the  part  of  Major  Hubbai-d  and  his  battalion,  General 
Upton,  General  Alexander,  and  my  own  staff,  the  bridge,  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  feet  long,  was  constructed,  and  the  command  all  crossed  by  daylight  of 
the  lOlh.  So  swift  and  deep  was  the  river  that  the  bridge  was  swept  away 
three  times;  General  Alexander  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life;  boats  were 
capsized,  and  men  precipitated  into  the  stream  ;  but  the  operation  was  finally 
terminated  with  complete  success.  The  report  of  Major  Hubbard,  transmitted 
herewith,  will  give  additional  details  of  interest.  Before  leaving  ihe  city  General 
Winslow  destroyed  the  arsenals,  foundries,  ai-ms,  stores,  and  military  munitions 
of  ereiy  kind.  The  enemy  had  previously  burned  twenty-five  thousand  bales  of 
cotton.  Having  the  entire  corps,  except  Croxlon's  brigade,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  and  being  satisfied  that  the  rebels  could  receive  no  advantage  by  attempt- 
iBg  to  again  occupy  Selma,  so  thoroughly  had  everything  in  it  been  destroyed, 
I  determined  to  move  by  the  way  of  Montgomery  into  Georgia,  and  after  breaking 
up  railroads  and  destroying  stores  and  army  supplies  in  that  State,  to  march 
thence  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  theatre  of  opei-ationa  in  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia.  Enough  horses  were  secured  at  Selma  and  ou  the  march  to  that  place 
to  mount  all  of  our  dismounted  men.  In  order  to  disencumber  the  column  of 
every  nnnecssary  impediment,  I  ordered  the  surplus  wagons  to  be  destroyed, 
and  all  of  the  bridge  train  except  enough  for  twelve  days.  The  maiu  object  for 
which  the  latter  was  brought  had  been  secured  by  onr  passage  of  the  Alabama. 
I  also  directed  the  column  to  be  cleared  of  all  contraband  negroes,  and  such 
of  the  able-bodied  ones  as  were  able  to  enlist  to  be  oi^anized  into  regiments, 
one  to  each  division.  Efficient  officers  were  assigned  to  these  commands  and  great 
pains  taken  to  prevent  them  becoming  biirdcnaome.  How  well  they  succeeded, 
can  be  understood  from  tbe  fact  that,  in  addition  to  subsisting  themselves  upon 
the  country,  they  marched  upon  one  occasion  foity-five  miles,  and  frequently 
as  much  as  thirty-five,  iu  oue  day.     In  the  march  from  Selma,  La  Grange's 
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brigade  of  McCook's  division  was  given  tbe  advanco.  The  recniit  raina  bad 
readered  tbe  roads  quite  muddy,  and  a  smalt  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  in  falling 
back  before  La  Grrange,  destroyed  several  bridges,  so  tEiat  our  progress  was 
necessarily  slow. 

At  7  a.  m..  April  12,  tbe  advanced  guard  reacbed  Moiitgoraery  and  received 
tbe  surrender  of  tbe  city  from  the  mayor  and  council.  G-eneral  Adarua,  with  a 
small  force,  after  falling  back  before  us  to  the  city,  burned  ninety  thousand  bales 
of  cotton  stored  there,  and  continued  his  retreat  to  Mount  Meigs,  on  the  Columbus 
road.  Five  guas  and  large  quantities  of  small-arma,  atoues,  &c.,  were  kft  in 
our  bands  and  destroyed.  G-eneral  McCook  assigned  Colonel  Cooper,  fourth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  to  tbe  command  of  the  city,  and  immediately  began  tbe  de- 
struction of  tbe  public  stores.  Major  Wcatou,  of  tbe  fourth  Kentuuky,  with  a 
small  detachment  of  his  regiment,  made  a.  rapid  march  towards  Wetumpka, 
swam  the  Oooaa  and  Tallapoosa  rivers,  captured  five  steamboats  and  their  car- 
goes, wbicb  were  taken  to  Montgomery  and  destroyed. 

Early  on  tbe  14tb  the  marcb  was  resumed.  I  inatru  ted  Brevet  lilajor  Gen- 
eral Upton  to  move  with  his  own  division  directly  upon  Columbus,  and  to  order 
La  Grange,  with  bis  brigade,  to  make  a  rapid  movement  on  West  Point,  de- 
stroying the  railroad  bridges  along  the  line  of  his  march.  I  hoped  to  secure  a 
crossing  of  tbe  Obattaboochie  at  one  or  the  other  of  the  places.  Miuty  fol- 
lowed Upton  by  tbe  way  of  Tuskegee;  McCook,  with  a  part  of  liia  division, 
remained  a  kw  boura  at  Montgomery  to  complete  the  destruction  of  tbe  public 
stores.  Shortly  after  leaving  hia  camp  near  Montgomery,  La  G-raage  struck  u 
force  of  I'ebels  uader  Beaufort  audClantoa,  bat  drove  them  in  confusion,  cy,ptur- 
ing  about  one  hundred  and  Gtty  prisoners, 

About  3  p.  m.  of  the  16th,  General  Upton's  advance,  a  part  of  Alexander's 
brigade,  struck  tbe  enemy's  pickets  on  tbe  road,  and  di-ove  tbem  rapidly  through 
G-irard  to  tbe  lower  bridge  over  tbe  Obattaboochie,  at  Columbus.  The  rebels 
hastily  set  fice  to  it.  and  thereby  prevented  its  capture.  After  securing  a  posi- 
tion on  the  lower  Montgomery  road,  General  Upton  detached  a  force  to  push 
around  to  tbe  bridge  at  the  factctry,  three  miles  above  tbe  city.  He  then  made 
a  reconnoissanco  in  person,  and  found  the  eaemy  strongly  posted  in  a  liao  of 
works  covering  all  tlie  bridges,  with  a  large  number  of  guns  iu  position  on  both 
sides  of  tbe  river.  He  had  already  determined  to  move  Winslow'a  brigade  to 
the  Opelika  or  SummerviUe  road,  and  assault  the  works  on  that  side  without 
waiting  for  tbe  arrival  of  the  second  division.  I  reached  the  bead  of  Winalow's 
brigade,  of  tbe  fourth  division,  at  4  o'clock,  and  found  the  troops  marching  to 
the  positions  assigned  them  by  General  Uptoa.  Through  an  accident,  Winslow 
did  not  arrive  at  hia  position  until  after  dark;  bat  General  Upton  proposed  to 
make  the  assault  in  the  night,  and  coinciding  with  liia  judgment,  I  ordered  tbe 
attack.  Three  hundred  men  of  the  third  Iowa  cavaUy,  Colonel  Noble  com- 
manding, were  dismounted,  and  after  a  slight  skiimish  moved  forward  and 
formed  aeroaa  the  i-oad  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery.  The  fourth  Ii.'wa  and 
teuth  Missouri  were  held  in  readiness  to  support  tbe  assaulting  party.  At  8  p. 
m.,  jnst  as  the  troops  were  ready,  the  enemy  at  a  short  distance  opened  a  heavy 
fire  of  musketry,  and  with  a  four-gun  battery  began  throwing  grape  aud  canis- 
ter. Genei-als  Upton  and' Winslow,  in  peraon,  directed  the  movement;  the 
troops  dashed  forward,  opened  a  withering  fire  from  their  Spencei's,  pushed 
through  a  slashing  and  abatis,  and  pressed  tbe  rebel  line  back  to  their  outworks, 
supposed  at  first  to  be  tbe  main  line.  Dui'ing  all  this  time  the  rebel  guns  threw 
out  a  perfect  storm  of  caiiiater  and  grape,  but  without  avail.  General  Upton 
sent  two  companiea  of  the  tenth  Missouii,  Captain  Glassen  commanding,  to  fol- 
low up  the  success  of  the  dismounted  men  and  get  possession  of  the  bridgs'. 
They  passed  through  the  inner  line  of  works,  and,  under  cover  of  darkness, 
before  tbe  rebels  knew  it,  bad  reached  the  bridge  leading  into  Columbus.  As 
soon  aa  everything  could  be  got  up  to  tbe  position  occupied  by  the  dismounted 
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men,  Genei'al  Upton  pressed  forward  again,  swept  away  all  opposition,  took 
posaesaion  of  the  foot  and  railroad  bridges,  and  etationed  gnards  throughout  the 
city.  .Twelve  hundred  priaoaera,  fifty-two  field-guns  iu  position  for  use  against  us, 
and  large  quaatities  of  arms  and  stores  fell  into  our  hands.  Our  loss  was  only 
twenty-four  killed  and  wounded.  Colonel  0.  A.  L,  Lamar,  of  General  Oobb'a 
staff,  foi'merly  owner  of  the  Wanderer,  slave -trader,  was  killed.  The  splendid 
g^lantry  and  steadiness  of  General  Upton,  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Winslow, 
and  all  the  officers  and  men  engaged  ia  this  night  attack,  is  worthy  oF  the  high- 
est coinmeudation.  The  rebel  force  was  over  three  thousand  men.  They  coitld 
not  believe  they  had  been  dislodged  from  their  strong  fortifications  by  an  attack 
of  three  hundred  men.  When  it  is  remembered  that  this  operation  gave  to  us 
the  city  of  Columbue,  the  key  to  GeoT-gia — 400  milos  from  our  starting- point — 
and  that  it  was  conducted  by  cavalry,  without  any  inspiration  from  the  great 
events  which  had  transpired  in  Vii-gi(iia,  it  will  not  be  considered  insignificant, 
although  shorn  of  its  importance.  General  Winslow  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  city.  His  report  will  give  interesting  detaiJs  in  regard  to  the 
stores,  railroad  transportation,  gunboats,  armories,  arsenals,  and  workshops  de- 
stroyed. After  much  sharp  skirmishing  and  hard  marching,  which  resulted  in 
the  captare  of  fourteen  wagons  and  a  number  of  prisoners.  La  Grange's  advance 
reached  the  vicinity  of  West  Point  at  10  a,  m.,  April  16.  With  Beck's 
eighteenth  Indiana  battery,  and  the  second  and  fourth  Indiana  cavahy,  the  ene- 
my were  kept  occupied  until  the  arrival  of  the  balance  of  tlife  brigade.  Having 
.  throughly  reconnoitred  the  ground,  detachments  of  the  first  Wisconsin,  second 
Indiana,  and  seventh  Kentuclty  cavalry,  dismounted,  and  prepared  to  assault 
Fort  Tyler,  covering  the  bridge.  Colonel  La  Grange  describes  it  as  a  remarka- 
bly strong  bastioned  earthwoi  k,  thirty-five  yards  square,  surrounded  by  a  ditch 
twelve  feet  wide  and  ten  feet  deep,  situated  on  a  commanding  eminence,  pro- 
tected by  an  imperfect  ahatia,  and  mounting  two  32-pounders  and  two  field 
gana.  At  1  p.  m,  the  charge  was  sounded,  and  the  brave  detachment  on  the.three 
sides  of  the  work  rushed  forward  to  the  assault,  drove  the  rebel  skirmishers  into 
the  fort,  and  followed,  under  a  withering  fire  of  musketry  and  grape,  to  the  edge 
of  the  ditch.  This  was  found  impassable,  but,  without  falling  back,  Colonel  La 
Grange  posted  sharpshooters  to  keep  down  the  enemy,  and  oiganized  parties  to 
gather  materials  for  bridges.  As  soon  as  this  had  been  done  ho  sounded  the 
charge  again.  The  detachments  sprang  forward  again,  laid  the  bridges,  and 
rushed  forward  over  the  parapets  into  the  work,  capturing  the  entire  garrison — 
in  all  265  men.  General  Tyler,  commanding  officer,  with  18  men  and  officers, 
killed,  and  28  severely  wounded.  Three  gnus  and  500  stand  of  small-arms 
fell  into  our  hands.  Our  loss  was  7  killed  and  29  wounded.  Simultaneously 
with  the  advance  upon  the  fort,  the  fonrth  Indiana  dashed  through  the  town, 
secured  both  bridges  over  the  Chattahoochee,  scattered  a  superiof  force  of  cavalry, 
which  had  jnst  ari-ived,  and  burned  five  engines  and  ti-ains.  Colonel  La  Grange 
highly  commends  the  accuracy  and  steadiness  of  Captain  Beck  in  the  use  of  his 
artillery.  I  cannot  speak  too  warmly  of  the  intrepidity,  good  management,  and 
soldierly  ability  displayed  hy  Colonel  La  Grange  iu  this  affair,  nor  too  strongly 
recommend  the  steadiness,  dash,  and  courage  of  his  officers  and  men.  Captain 
Eoss  B.  Hill,  commanding  the  second  Indiana,  dangerously  wounded  in  the  as- 
sault, and  previously  wounded  at  Scottshoro',  and  Lientenant  Colonel  Hanidezi, 
commanding  the  first  Wisconsin,  slightly  wounded,  were  noticeably  conspicuous, 
and  I  trust  will  receive  the  promotion  for  which  they  have  been  recommended. 
Colonel  La  Grange  destroyed  at  this  place  two  bridges,  nineteen  locomotives,  and 
two  hundred  and  forty-five  cars,  loaded  with  qnarter master,  commissary,  and 
ordnance  stores.  Before  leaving  he  established  a  hospital  for  the  wounded  of 
both  sides,  and  left  with  the  mayor  an  ample  supply  of  stores  to  provide  for  all 
their  wants. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  he  resumed  his  march  towards  Macon, 
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passing  tlivongli  La  Grange,  Griffen,  and  Forsytli,  and  breaking  tlie  lailrnacls  at 
tbeee  places.  He  would  have  reached  his  destination  by  noon  of  the  20th  but 
for  delay  caused  by  an  order  to  wait  for  the  fourth  Kentucky  cavalry,  which 
had  gone  through  Colnmbus. 

The  afternoon  of  the  1 1th  I  dii-octed  Colonel  Minty  to  resume  the  mai-cb  with 
his  division  on  the  Thomastou  road,  towards  Macon,  and  to  send  a  detachment 
forward  that  night  to  seize  the  double  bridges  over  Flint  rivei'.  Captain  Van 
Antwerp,  of  my  staff,  accompanied  this  party.  He  speaks  in  the  highest  terms 
of  the  dash  with  which  Captain  Hudson,  fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  discharged 
the  duties  assigned  him.  By  7  a.  m.  the  next  day  he  had  reached  the  biidges, 
fifty-five  miles  from  Colnmbus,  scattered  the  party  defending  tbem,  and  took 
forty  prisoners.  Before  leaving  Oolumbua;  General  Winalow  destroyed  the 
rebel  ram  Jackson,  nearly  ready  for  sea,  mounting  six  7-inch  gnns,  barned  fif- 
teen locomotives,  two  hundred  and  fifty  cars,  the  railroad  bridge  and  foot- 
bridges, one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  four  cotton  factories, 
the  navy  yard,  foundry,  armory,  sword  and  pistol  factory,  accoutrement  shops, 
tbreepapermills,  over  a  hundred  thousand  rounds  of  artillery  ammunition,  besides 
immense  stores  of  which  no  account  could  be  taken.  The  rebels  abandoned  and 
burned  the  gunboat  Chattahoochee,  twelve  miles  below  Columbus. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  the  whole  command  resumed  the  march  on  the 
route  pursued  by  the  second  division. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th,  when  within  twenty  miles  of  Macon,  the  advance 
guard,  composed  of  the  seventeenth  Indiana  mounted  infantry.  Colonel  White 
commanding,  encountered  about  two  hundred  rebel  cavalry  on  the  road,  but 
drove  them  rapidly  back  towards  the  city,  and  saved  the  Echcohnee  and  Tobe- 
safke  bridges.  Colonel  White  deserves  great  credit  for  the  boldness  and  skill 
■with  which  he  conducted  his  command.  When  within  tliirteen  miles  of  Macon 
he  met  a  flag  of  Iruce  in  charge  of  Brigadier  General  Eobertson,  of  the  lebel 
army,  bearing  a  written  communication  addresspJ.  to  the  commanding  officers, 
United  States  forces.  Colonel  White  halted  the  flag  and  his  advsvnco,  and  sent 
the  communication  to  Colonel  Minty,  commanding  the  division.  After  reading 
it  Colonel  Minty  forwarded  it  to  me,  gave  instructions  to  Colonel  White  to 
renew  his  advance,  after  waiting  five  minutes  for  the  flag  of  truce  to  get  out  of 
the  way,  and  sent  a  note  to  General  Robertson  informing  him  of  his  action.  I 
received  the  communication  at  6  p.  m ,  nineteen  miles  from  Macon,  and,  upon 
examination,  found  that  it  was  a  letter  from  General  Howell  Cobb,  commanding 
the  rebel  forces  at  Macon.     The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original ; 

"  Headquaktbes  Department  Tenkesske  and  Gbohgta, 

"Macon,  April  20,  1^  65. 
"  General  ;  I  bavr  just  received  from  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  my  imme- 
diate commander,  a  telegraphic  despatch,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"'Greensboro',  Jlpril  19,  1S65, 

"  'via  Co/umbia  19,  via  Augusta  SO. 
'"Major  General  H.  Oobb: 

'"Inform  general  commanding  enemy's  forces  in  your  front  that  a  truce  for  the 
purpose  of  a  final  settlement  was  greed  upon  yesterday,  between  Generals 
Johnston  and  Sherman,  applicable  to  all  forces  under  their  command.  A  mes- 
sage to  that  effect  from  General  Sherman  will  be  sent  him  as  soon  as  practicable. 
The  contending  forces  are.  to  occupy  their  present  position,  forty- eight  hours' 
notice  being  given  on  the  event  of  the  rfisiimption  of  hostilities. 

'"G.  T.  BEAUEEGARP, 

"  '  GcKeral,  Second  in  Cominand. 
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"  My  force  being  a  portion  of  Genej-al  Johnston's  command,  I  proceed  at  ones 
to  execute  tlie  terms  of  the  armistice,  and  have  accordingly  isaiied  orders  for  the 
carrying  ont  of  the  aanie.  I  will  meet  you  at  any  inteimediate  point,  between 
our  respective  lines,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  Heeesaary  arrangements  for  a 
more  perfect  enforcement  of  the  armistice.  This  communication  will  be  handed 
to  yow  hy  Brigadier  General  F.  II.  Robinson. 

"  I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

"HOWELL  COBB, 
"  Major  General  Comiicanding,  ip. 

"The  CoMMA^'Dl^•G  General 

"of  the  United  States  Forces." 

Without  giviag  entire  credence  to  the  communicatioD,  I  rode  rapid iy  to  the 
front,  accompanied  by  Beveral  officers  of  my  staff,  determined  to  halt  the  advance 
at  the  defences  of  the  oily  and  see  General  Cobb,  so  as  to  saiisfy  myself  entirely 
in  regard  to  every  point  before  conaentiag  to  acknowledge  the  armistice.  But 
before  I  could  overtaJie  the  advance,  or  arrest  it  through  an  order  carried  by  a 
staff  officer.  Colonel  White  had  dashed  into  the  city  and  received  its  anrrender. 
The  garrison  made  a  shght  show  of  resistance,  but  laid  down  their  arms 
promptly  at  the  summons  of  Colonel  White.  General  Cobb  protested  at  what 
he  professed  to;regai'd  a  violation  of  the  alleged  armistice,  forgetting  that  my 
subordinates  could  neither  acknowledge  him  as  a  channel  of  communication  nor 
assume  the  responsibility  of  suspending  their  operations.  I  arrived  at  Macon 
at  8  p.  m.,  and  had  an  interview  with  General  Oobb,  daring  which  he  renewed  liia 
protest,  insisting  that  I  should  acknowledge  the  existence  of  the  armistice  and 
withdraw  my  troops  to  the  point  at  which  they  were  met  by  the  flag  of  truce. 
While  I  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  an  airangement  had  been  entered  into  by  Gen- 
eral Johnston  and  Major  General  Sherman  ia  the  terms  asaerted,  I  could  not  ac- 
knowledge its  application  to  my  command,  ov  its  obligation  upon  riie,  until  noti- 
fied to  that  effect  by  specific  iusti'uctions  from  proper  authority  authentically 
transmitted.  My  force,  although  known  as  the  cavalry  corps  of  the  military 
division  of  the  Mississippi,  organized  nnder  General  Sherman's  orders,  had  not 
served  under  his  direct  command  since  t  separated  from  him  at  Gaylesville, 
Alabama,  in  October,  1864.  He  at  that  time  directed  me  to  report  to  Major 
General  Thomas,  with  my  troops,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  reorganiza- 
tion and  assisting  in  the  operations  against  Hood  and  Forrest.  From  that  time 
untO  my  arrival  at  this  place  all  of  my  operations  were  conducted  under  instruc- 
tions either  dii'ectly  from  General  Thomas,  ov  transmitted  through  him  from 
Lieutenant  General  Grant.  But  I  fully  expected  to  join  the  armies  operating 
in  the  Oarolinas  and  Virginia,  and  therefore  to  he  under  and  receive  my  instruc- 
tions from  General  Sherman,  whenever  I  should  eatabliah  communieations  with 
bim.  1  therefore  felt  it  my  duty  to  obey  whatever  instructions  General  Sher- 
man might  send  me,  unless  they  would  clearly  injure  the  cause  of  arms.  No 
orders  having  yet  been  received  hy  me,  I  accordingly  infoi-med  General  Oohh, 
without  questioning  the  existence  of  au  ai-mistice,  or  that  it  might  be  applicable 
to  my  forces,  that  I  could  not  acknowledge  the  justice  of  his  protrait,  but  must 
regard  all  the  acts  of  my  eommaad  which  had  transpired  that  evening,  or 
which  might  transpire  before  the  ofSoial  propagation  of  the  armistice,  legitimate 
acts  of  warfare.  1  further  informed  him,  without  any  regard  to  the  principle 
just  asserted,  that  I  had  used  all  diligence  in  endeavoring  to  halt  the  advance  of 
my  troops  until  I  could  obtaia  satisfactory  information,  and  should  therefore 
not  withdraw  from  the  city,  but  continue  to  hold  it,  aud  consider  the  gamson, 
including  the  generals,  prisoners  of  war  until  laj  conduct  was  disapproved  by 
competent  authority  after  full  investigation  of  the  case.  I  was  permitted  to  send 
to  General  Sherman  by  telegraph  a  despatch  in  the  following  terms  ; 
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"Headquarters  Oavalhy  Corps  Militarv  Division  Mississippi, 

"  Macon,  Ocorgia,  April  20,  ISGS— 9  p.  m. 
"Major  G-eaeral  W.  T.  Sherman, 

"  throtigh  Headquarters  General  Beauregard,  Greensboro,  N.  C. : 
"  My  advance  received  the  surrender  of  this  city  this  evening.  General  Cobb 
had  previously  sent  me,  under  flag  of  truce,  a  copy  of  a  telegram  from  General 
Beaujegard  declaring  the  existence  of  an  armistice  between  all  the  troops  under 
your  command  and  those  under  Johnstoa.  Without  f[nestioning  the  Hutneiiticity 
of  this  despatch,  or  its  application  to  my  command,  I  conid  not  communicate 
orders  to  my  tidvaiice  in  time  to  prevent  the  capture  of  the  place,  I  shall,  there- 
fore, hold  its  garrison,  including  Major  Genei'ala  G.  W,  Smith  and  Cobb,  and 
Brigadier  General  Mackall,  prisoners  of  war.  Please  send  me  orders,  I  shall 
remain  here  a  reasonable  length  of  time  to  hear  from  you." 

Fearing  tbat  it  might  be  tampered  with  by  the  rebel  telegi'aph  operators,  I 
bad  it  put  in  cipher,  in  which  aliape,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  it  reached  its 
destination.  The  original  was  materially  cbangfd.  I  have  seen  in  tlie  news- 
papers what  puiported  to  be  the  reply  of  General  Sherman,  directing  me  to 
withdraw  from  the  city  and  release  my  prisoners.  No  sach  despatch  ever  reached 
me,  and  had  it  done  so  in  the  most  unquestionable  form,  I  shonld  have  obeyed 
it  with  great  reluctance,  and  not  until  I  had  received  every  possible  assurance 
that  the  case  had  been  fully  nnderstood. 

At  6  p.  m.  on  the  21st  I  received  the  following  message  from  General  Sherman, 
and  though  not  in  reply  to  mine,  I  regarded  it  as  convincing  proof  tbat  an  ai'mis- 
lice  had  actually  been  agreed  upon: 

"HEADaUAHTESS,  GhEEMSBORO*,  NoRTH  CAROLINA, 

"April  21,  1665— 2  p.m. 
"Major  General  Wilson,  Commanding  Cavalry  Army  U.  S., 

"  through  Major  General  I£.  Cohh : 
"The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  communication  just  received,  which  will  he  sent 
you  to-day  by  an  officer:  o 

"  'HEABaUAKTERS  MiLITAEY  DIVISION  OF  TUB  MISSISSIPPI, 

"Raleigh,  April  20,  ISCS. 
"'Major  General  Wilson, 

"'Commanding  Cavalry  United  States  Army,  in  Georgia! 
"  •  General  Jofieph  E.  Johnston  bas  agreed  with  me  for  a  universal  suspension 
of  hostilities,  looking  to  a  peace  over  the  whole  surface  of  our  countiy.  I  fee! 
assured  that  it  will  be  made  perfect  in  a  few  days.  You  will  therefore  desist 
from  further  acts  of  war  and  devastation  until  yon  hear  that  hostilities  are  resumed. 
For  the  convenience  of  supplying  your  command,  jou  may  either  contract  for 
supplies  down  about  Port  Valley  or  the  old  Chattahoochee  arsenal,  or,  if  you 
are  south  of  West  Point,  Georgia,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Borne  or  Kingston, 
opening  up  communication  and  a  route  of  supplies  with  Chattanooga  and  Cleve- 
land. Report  to  me  your  position  through  General  Johnston,  as  iilao  round  by 
sea.  You  may  also  advise  General  Oanby  of  your  position,  and  the  substance 
of  this,  which  I  have  also  sent  round  by  sea. 

'"W.  T.  SHERMAN", 
" '  Major  General  Commanding.' 
"Please  communicate  above  to  the  federal  commander. 

"J.  E,  JOHNSTON." 

I  therefore  issued  the  necessary  orders  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  determined 
fo  suspend  opei'ations  until  I  received  orders  to  renew  them,  or  until  circum- 
stances, apparent  to  me,  should  seem  to  justify  independent  action.     General 
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Cobli  gave  me  every  assistance  in  hia  power  in  tlie  collection  of  anpplies  for  my 
coramaisd.  He  directed  his  quartermasters  and  eommissaries  tlirouglioat  the 
Ktate,  particularly  in  south  weatera  tteoygia,  to  ship  their  grain  and  provisions  to 
me,  and  this  before  any  terms  of  capitulation  had  been  made  known  to  him  or 
myaeli'.  I  had  about  aereoteen  thousand  men,  besides  prisoners,  and  twenty- 
two  ijiousand  animals  to  feed,  and  to  have  been  compelled  to  forage  for  them 
would  have  resulted  in  the  devastation  of  the  entire  country  in  the  vieiaity  of 
the  city. 

On  the  30tJ!  of  April  General  Croxtoo,  with  his  brigade,  last  heard  of  through 
Genernl  Forrest,  ai'rived  at  Forsyth,  and  the  next  day  marched  to  this  place. 
After  having  skirmished  with  Jackson's  force,  estimated  correctly  at  two  thou- 
sand sis  hundred  men,  near  Trion,  on  the  morning  of  April  2,  he  determined 
to  effect  by  strategy  what  he  could  not  expect  to  do  by  fighting,  having  with 
him  only  eleven  hundi'ed  men.  He  therefore  marched  rapidly  towards  Johnson's 
ferry,  on  the  Black  Warrior  river,  forty  miles  above  Tneealoosa,  threw  Jackson 
completely  off  his  guard  by  a  simulated  flight,  crossed  his  brigade  to  the  west  side 
of  the  river,  and  turned  towards  Nortbport,  where  he  ai-rived  at  9  p.  m.,  April 
4.  About  midnight,  fearing  that  his  presence  must  become  known,  he  suiprised 
the  force  stationed  on  the  bridge  and  crossed  into  Tuscaloosa.  He  captured 
three  guns,  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners, 'and  after  daylight  scattered  the 
militia  and  State  cadets,  destroyed  the  military  school,  and  the  stores  and  public 
■works.  He  remaiaed  at  that  place  until  the  6th  trying  to  communicate  with 
General  McCook,  or  to  hear  from  me,  but  without  success.  Knowing  that 
Jackson  and  Chalmers  wei'B  both  on  the  west  side  of  the  Oahawba,  he  thought 
it  too  hazardous  to  attempt  a  mareh  by  the  way  of  Oeiitreville,  sod  therefore 
decided  to  move  towardsEutaw,  in  the  hope  of  crossing  the  Warrior  lower  down 
and  breaking  the  railroad  between  Selma  and  Damopolis.  Accordingly  ho 
abandoned  Tuscaloosa,  burned  the  bridge  over  the  Black  Warrior,  and  struck 
off  to  the  southeast.  When  within  seven  miles  of  Eutaw  he  heard  of  the  arrival 
at  that  place  of  Wirt  Adams's  division  of  cavalry,  numbering  two  thousand  six 
hundred  men.  Fearing  to  risk  an  eiigagemoat  with  a  superior  force,  backed. by 
the  militia,  he  eonntermarehed  and  moved  again  in  the  direction  of  Tuscaloosa, 
leaving  it  to  the  right,  passed  on  through  Jasper,  recrossed  the  west  fork  of  the 
Wari'ior  river  at  Hailby's  mill,  mai'ched  nearly  dne  east  by  the  way  of  Mount  Pen- 
son  and  TmsBville,  crossed  the  Coosa  at  Truss  and  CoHins's  ferries,  and  marched 
to  Talladega.  Near  this  place  he  met  and  scattered  a  foi-ce  of  rebels  noder 
General  Hill,  captured  one  huodred  and  fifty  prisoners  and  one  gun,  and  moved 
on  towards  Blue  mountain,  the  terminus  of  the  Alabama  and  Tennessee  railroad. 
After  destroying  all  the  ir^m-works  and  factories  left  by  us  in  northern  Alabama 
and  Georgia,  he  continued  his  march  by  Oarrolton,  Newman,  and  Forsyth  to 
this  place.  He  had  no  knowledge  of  my  movements  except  what  he  got  from 
rumor,  bat  fttUy  expected  to  form  a  junction  with  me  at  this  place  or  at  Augusta. 
The  admirable  judgment  and  sagacity  displayed  hy  Genei'al  Croxton  through- 
out his  march  of  ovei'  six  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  thirty  days,  as  well  as  the 
good  conduct  and  endurance  of  his  command,  are  worthy  of  the  highest  com- 
mendation. For  the  details  of  his  operations  I  respectfully  refer  to  his  report, 
herewith. 

On  the  30th  of  April  I  i-eceived  notice  of  the  final  capitulation  of  the  rebel 
forces  east  of  the  Chattahoochee,  and  the  nest  day,  by  the  hands  of  Colonel 
"Wooday,  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  annulling  the  first  armistice,  direct- 
ing the  resumption  of  hostilities,  and  the  capture  of  the  rebel  cMeft.  I  had  been 
previously  advised  of  Davis's  movements,  and  had  given  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions to  secure  a  clue  to  the  route  he  intended  following,  with  the  hope  of  finally 
effecting  his  capture.  I  directed  General  Upton  to  proceed  in  person  to  Augusta, 
and  ordered  General  Winslow,  with  the  fourth  divisioa,  to  march  to  Atlanta  for 
the  piirpose  of  carrying  the  terms  of  the  convention,  as  well  as  to  make  such  a 
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diapoaition  of  bia  forces  covering  the  couatiy  nortliward  from  Forsyth  to  Mari- 
etta, ao  as  to  secure  the  arrest  of  Jefferaon  Davia  and  party.  I  directed  General 
Oroxtou,  commanding  the  first  diviaion,  to  distribute  it  along  the  line  of  the 
Ocmulgee,  connecting  with  the  fourth  division,  and  extending  southward  to  this 
place.  Colonel  Minty,  commanding  the  second  division,  was  directed  to  extend 
his  troopa  along  the  line  of  the  Ocmnlgee  and  AUamaha  rivers  aa  far  as  Jack- 
Bon\-i!Ie.  Genei'al  MeCook,  with  about  five  hundred  men  of  his  diviKion,  waa 
aent  to  Tallahassee,  Florida,  with  orders  to  receive  the  sniTender  of  the  vehela 
in  that  State,  and  to  watch  the  conntry  to  the  north  and  eastward.  In  addition 
to  tJiie,  troops  from  the  firsf  and  second  divisions  were  directed  to  watch  the 
Flint  river  crossings,  and  small  parties  were  stationed  at  the  principal  railroad 
stafons  from  Atlanta  to  Eufanla,  as  well  as  Columbus,  West  Point,  and  Talladega. 
By  these  means  I  confidently  expected  to  arrest  all  large  parties  of  fugitives  and 
soldiers,  and  by  a  thorough  system  of  sconte  hoped  to  obtain  timeiy  information 
of  the  movments  of  important  peraonages. 

The  pursuit  and  capture  of  Jefferson  Davis  has  already  been  i-eported.  A. 
H.  Stephens,  vice-president,  Mr.  Mallory,  secretaiy  of  the  navy  to  the  rebel 
government,  and  B.  H.  Hill,  senator  from  Georgia,  were  arrested  by  General 
Upton's  command  and  sentfbrward  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

By  reference  to  the  reports  herewith,  it  will  be  seen  that  since  leaving  the 
Tennessee  river  the  troopa  under  my  command  have  marched  an  average  of  five 
Imndred  and  twenty-five  miiea  in  twenty-eigbt  days,  eaptur-ed  five  fortified  cities, 
twenty-three  atand  of  colore,  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  sis  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  prisoners,  including  five  generals; 
have  captured  and  destroyed  two  gnnboala,  ninety-nine  thousand  stand  of  small- 
arms,  seven  iron-works,  seven  foundries,  seven  machine  shops,  two  rolling  mills, 
five  collieries,  thirteen  factories,  four  nitre  works,  one  military  univereity,  three 
Confederate  States  arsenals  and  contents,  navy  yard  and  contents,  one  powder 
magazine  and  contents,  one  naval  armory  and  contents,  five  steamboats,  thirty- 
five  locomotives,  five  hundred  and  sixty-five  cars,  thiee  raih-oad  bridges,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  and  immense  quantities  of  quar- 
termasters', commissary,  and  ordnance  stores,  of  which  no  account  could  be  taken, 
and  have  paroled  fifty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  aeventy-eight  prisoners, 
including  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  commissioned  officers.  Our 
total  loss  was  liiirteen  officers  and  eighty-six  men  killed ;  thirty-nine  officers 
and  five  hundred  and  fifty-nine  men  wounded,  and  seven  officers  and  twenty  one 

Icannotclosethisreport  without  calling  attention  to  the  remarkable  discipline, 
endurance,  and  enthusiasm  displayed  throughout  the  campaign.  Men,  officera, 
regiments,  bi-igades,  and  divisions  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  the  prompt- 
itude and  cheerfulness  with  which  they  obeyed  every  order.  The  march  from 
Montgomery  to  this  place,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen  miles,  was 
made  between  the  14th  and  20th  of  April,  and  involving  the  passage  of  the 
Chattahoochee  river  at  two  important  points,  both  strongly  fortified  and  well 
defended,  is  especially  worthy  of  notice.  The  destruction  of  iron-works,  found- 
ries, arsenals,  supplies,  ammunition,  and  provisions  in  Alabama  and  Georgia,  aa 
well  as  the  means  of  transporting  the  same  to  both  the  armies  under  Taylor  and 
Johnston,  was  an  irreparable  blow  to  the  rebel  cause.  The  railways  converging 
at  Atlanta,  and  particularly  those  by  which  the  immense  supplies  of  grain  and 
meat  were  drawn  from  southwestern  Georgia  and  central  Alabama,  wer^  firmly 
under  our  control.  The  final  collapse  of  the  entire  southern  confederacj'  east 
of  tlie  Ilissiesippi  became  simply  a  question  of  time.  Fully  appreciating  the 
damage  already  done,  I  hsd  determined  to  miike  a  thorough  destruction  not  only 
of  them,  but  of  everything  else  beneficial  to  the  rebela  which  might  be  encoun- 
tered on  the  march  to  North  Carolinaand  Virginia.     It  will  bo  remembered  iliat 
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my  corps  began  tlie  march  from  the  Tennessee  river  with  sometliiog  more  than 
twelve  thousand  mounted  men  and  one  thousand  five  huodi-ed  dismounted. 
When  it  arrived  here  eyery  man  was  well  mounted,  and  the  command  supplied 
with  all  the  surplus  animals  that  could  be  desired.  I  have  already  called  atten- 
tion, in  a  previoaa  communication,  to  the  great  merit  of  Brevet  Major  General 
Upton  and  Brigadier  General  Long,  commanding  divisions,  and  Brigadier  General 
Croxton,  Bi-evet  Brigadier  Generals  Wioalow  and  Alexander, -and  Colonels 
Minty,  Miller,  and  La  Grange,  commanding  brigades,  I  have  seeo  these  offi- 
cers tested  iu  every  conceivable  way,  and  regard  them  worthy  of  the  highest 
honor  their  country  can  bestow. 

For  many  interesting  details  and  special  mention  of  subordinate  officers  X  re- 
spectfully refer  to  the  reports  Iiei-ewith  submitted.  The  accompanying  maps 
and  plans  were  prepai'ed  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Haywood,  of  my 
staff,  and  will  materially  assist  in  underetanding  the  foregoing  uarrative  of  the 
campaign. 

I  ain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

•  J.  H.  WILSON, 

Brevet  Mojo?'  General. 
Brigadier  General  Wm.  D.  Whipplg, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  As.nstant  Ailjulant  General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ouviberland. 


FALJIEE'S  rUESUIT  OF  JEFFERSON  DAYIS. 

Headquartsbs  Cavalry  Divrsiofj,  District  of  East  Tewbssrb, 

Athens,  Ga.,  May  6.  1865. 
Ma/og  :  I  had  reached  the  vicinity  of  Oowpcns  battlefield,  South  Carolina, 
on  April  29,  when  I  received  the  order  to  endeavor  to  intercept  Jefferson 
Davis,  his  cabinet,  and  the  confederate  specie.  I  had  already  ascei'tained  that 
Davis,  and  the  money,  with  an  escort  of  four  brigades  of  cavalry,  under  Duke, 
Ferguson,  and  Dibbrill,  with  scattered  detachmenta  of  Vaughn's.  Hanie's  and 
Butler's  commands,  all  of  which  had  evaded  the  terms  of  surrender  of.  John- 
ston to  Sherman,  were  moving  from  Torkville,  South  Carolina,  and  had  crossed 
Smith's  ford  of  Broad  river,  towards  Unioaville  and  Abbeville,  South  Carolina, 
with  the  intention  of  going  tbrough  to  the  trans-Miasissippi  department.  Sec- 
retaries Breckinridge,  Benjamin,  and  most  of  the  cabinet,  with  a  largo  number 
of  generals,  also  Governor  Harris,  of  Tennessee,  accompanied  Davis.  Vice- 
President  Stephens  was  not  along,  and  he  is  believed  to  be  now  at  Crawfords- 
ville,  Gteorgia,  where  he  resides,  and  where  ho  declares  his  intention  of  remain- 
ing, no  matier  what  may  be  his  fate.  Jefferson  Davis  and  his  escort  had  re- 
mained at  CEiarlotte  during  the  armistice,  but  left  there  immediately  on  its  ter- 
mination, and  passed  through  Torkville  on  the  morning  of  the  28th.  Davis 
himself,  with  a  small  party,  crossed  Broad  river  at  Pinckneyville  ferry,  but  the 
cavahy  went  around  by  Smith's  ford-  One  of  my  regiments,  the  twelfth  Ohio, 
i^an  into  the  rear-guard  of  his  escort  at  that  ford  and  captured  ten  prisoners,  from 
whom  definite  information  was  obtained.  The  specie  was  in  wagons,  and  was 
eontaiued  in  about  one  hundred  boxes  of  gold  and  sixty  kegs  of  silver.  Pris- 
oners thought  there  was  about  ten  millions  of  specie  in  oil.  The  cavalry  escort, 
numbering  in  all  at  that  time  fr-.jm  three  to  four  thousand  men,  had  been  prom- 
ised their  back  pay  in  specie  on  ai-riving  at  the  Mississippi  river,  as  an  induce- 
ment for  tbem  to  remain  trae  to  their  chief,  but  in  spite^of  this  bribe,  as  soon  as 
they  found  we  were  on  their  track  tbeir  men  dropped  out  rapidly.  Finding  that 
the  advance  of  Davis's  escort  had  two  dtiys  the  start  of  us,  and  were  well 
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moanted,  and  having  bat  one  bn'gacle  with  me,  and  there  being  several  consid- 
erable rivers  to  ctoss  on  the  way  to  Gteorgia,  at  which  small  parties  conld  suc- 
cessfully hold  the  fords  and  ferries,  and  destroy  bridges,  while  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  was  pushing  on  westward,  I  deterraincd  not  to  pursue  on  the  di- 
rect iiue,  but  to  strike  by  way  of  Spartaasbnrg  and  Golden  Grove  for  the  head 
of  the  Savannah  river,  near  Anderson,  which  would  enable  me  to  effect  a  junc- 
tion with  the  other  two  brigades  of  the  division,  which  had  marched  from  Ash- 
ville,  North  Carolina,  towards  Anderson,  and  also  to  cross  the  head-waters  of 
the  Savannah  river  at  Hatten's  ford.  Below  this  point  there  was  no  crossing 
of  the  Savannah,  except  by  ferries  aad  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Petersburg,  at 
mouth  of  Broad  river,  in  Georgia,  I  felt  satisfied  tbat  Davis  and  his  party 
would  ci-oaa  at  this  pontoon,  and  I  hoped  to  intercept  them  at  Aihena,  Georgia. 
The  fifteenth  Pennsylvimia  cavalry,  which  I  had  pushed  towards  Abbeville 
from  SparJanabnrg,  on  May  1,  to  reconnoitre  and  ascertain  whether  the  enemy 
was  aiming  for  Augusta  or  not,  captured  some  of  Davis's  escort  near  the  Saiuda 
river,  and  ascertained  from  them  and  citizens  that  the  enemy  was  concentrating 
at  Abbeville ;  tbat  Davis  was  with  them,  and  that  all  would  probably  march  via 
the  pontoon  bridge  for  Athens,  Georgia.  1  reached  Athens,  Georgia,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  4th,  with  my  entire  division,  and  fonud  tbat  I  had  succeeded 
in  throwing  the  command  entirely  in  front  of  the  enemy,  aJ!  of  whom  were  be- 
tween Athene  and  the  SavannaJi  river.  I.  immediately  pushed  out  a  force  to 
guard  the  fords  and  ferries  of  Broad  river,  and  sent  the  thirteenth  Tennessee 
cavalry  to  Lexington,  with  diiections  to  send  a  detachment  to  Elberton,  and 
another  to  WaahtngtOQ,  Georgia,  to  guard  ihe  roads  leading  north,  west,  and 
south,  and  from  the  pontoon  .bridge  of  Broad  river.  Fearing  that  Davis  would 
abandon  his  escort  and  endeavor  to  make  time  by  taking  the  railroad  traiij  at 
Washington  for  Atlanta  or  West  Point,  I  sent  a  party  to  cat  the  railroad  be- 
tween Atlanta  and  Augusta,  at  Madison,  and  also  to  commnnieate  with  General 
WUson,  commanding  the  cavalry  corps  at  Macon,  Georgia.  This  party  carried 
General  Thomas's  cipher  despatches  to  General  Wilson.  I  also  sent  a  small 
party  by  railroad  to  Augusta,  to  communicate  with  General  Upton,  of  Wilson's 
cavalry,  who  bad  just  reaobed  that  point  with  his  staff,  but  without  troops. 
Yesterday  aftcrnooa  I  got  reliable  information  of  deseitera  from  Davis's  escorl 
just  from  Washington,  confirmed  by  despatches  from  Colonel  Stacy,,  of  the  thi. 
teenfh  Tennessee  cavalry,  and  also  from  the  party  sent  to  Augusta,  that  Jeffer- 
son Davis  had  given  over  at  Abbeville,  South  Carolina,  on  ascertaining  that  our 
forces  were  moving  to  intercept  him,  the  idea  of  cutting  his  way  through  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  that  he  had  abandoned  his  large  cavalry  escort  near  the  Savan- 
nah river,  and  bad  pushed  rapidly  on  with  General  Duke,  and  about  thirty-five 
men,  to  Washington,  which  he  reached  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  intend- 
ing thence  to  travel  incognito ;  also  tbat  some  time  during  the  3d,  or  early  the 
next  morning,  Davis  bad  left  Washington  with  a  small  party,  by  railroad,  for 
Atlanta,  but  had  abandoned  the  railroad  at  Union  Point,  and  goue  southwest- 
ward  on  horseback.  The  specie  had  not  yet  reached  Washington,  as  far  as  I 
can  learn,  when  Davis  left  that  place.  A  detachment  of  my  troops  entered 
Washington  yesterday  morning,  and  ascertained  that  a  large  portion  of  the  cav- 
alry escort,  under  DibbrJll,  was  still  back  towards  the  Savannah  river,  where  it 
was  waiting  to  surrender  on  demand.  Colonel  Breckindridge,  with  about  five 
hundred  men,  had  just  left  Washington,  taking  the  road  to  Macon,  where  he  said 
he  was  goiag  to  surrender.  The  remainder  of  the  four  brigades  had  been  dis- 
banded either  at  Abbevi'le,  South  Cai'olina,  at  the  Savannah  river,  or  at  Wasb- 
ingU,n,  G«oigia.  Before  leaving  Washington  tbey  distributed  specie  among  the 
men  at  the  rate  of  $35  to  each  private  soldier,  and  I  presume  more  to  the  officers. 
I  havenotyet  been  able  to  ascertain  what  has  become  of  the  balance  of  the  specie, 
but  presume  it  has  either  been  concealed  or  shipped  by  railroad  westward,  in 
which  latter  event  it  will  be  stopped  either  by  lay  party  on  the  railroad,  at 
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Madison,  or  by  Colonel  Eggieston,  of  Wilson's  cavalry,  who  reached  Atlanta 
on  the  morning  of  the  4th.  I  have  ordered  Oolonel  Stacy  to  pursue  Colonel 
Breckinridge's  party,  (aa  it  ia  evident  they  only  wish  to  get  off  with  their 
specie  pay,)  also  to  find  out,  if  possible,  what  has  become  of  the  balance  of  the 
money.  I  have  also  sent  Colonel  Trowbridge,  with  the  tenth  Michigan  cav- 
alry, to  Madison  and  Eatonton,  with  directions  to  guard  the  ferries  and  bridges 
of  the  Oconee  river  south,  to  Miliedgeville,  and  to  intercept  or  pursue  Davis  or 
the  party  of  Brtickindridge,  if  he  can  gain  the  slightest  clue.  I  have  also  sent 
the  twelfth  Ohio  cavalry.  Colonel  Bently,  to  Monroe,  Covington,  and  Lawrence- 
ville,  to  prevent  anything  slipping  through  io  that  direction,  ia  case  it  should 
get  between  Athens  and  Colonel  Trowbridge.  The  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  I 
told  here  to  move  in  any  dh'eotion  that  the  information  received  from  the  differ- 
ent quarters  may  warrant.  I  have  also  communicated  the  latest  information  to 
General  Wilson,  at  Macon,  and  have  suggested  that  small  parties  from  bis  com- 
mand should  guard  the  fords,  ferries,  and  bridges  on  the  Oekmulgee  south  to 
Jacksonville,  and  on  Flint  river  from  Jonesboro'  to  Albany,  and  also,  if  prac- 
ticable, on  the  Chattahoochee  and  elsewhere  in  Alabama.  I  think  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  Jeff.  Davis  to  get  around  to  the  southward  of  Macon.  I  have  sent 
General  Brown's  brigade  to  the  cross-roads,  fords,  &c.,  from  Athens  northward 
to  the  head  of  the  Savannah  river,  and  Colonel  Miller  is  doing  the  same  from 
Lexington  to  Danielsville.  This  is  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  disbanded 
officers  and  soldiei-s  of  Davis's  escort,  depriving  them  of  their  arms  and  horses, 
and  making  prisoners  of  the  ofBcers.  The  privates  are  so  numerous,  we  are 
obliged  to  informally  parol  them,  I  shall  send  Colonel  Brown's  and  Colonel 
Miller's  brigades,  alter  this  duty  is  over,  to  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  from 
which  place  I  recommend  that  they  be  recalled  to  Knoxville.  Forage  being 
scarce  here,  and  General  Wilson  having  a  large  cavalry  force  throughout  this 
State,  I  would  request  authority,  after  the  pursuit  of  Davis  is  over,  to  move 
with  my  own  brigade  to  some  point  or  point,s  in  South  Carolina  where  forage 
can  be  obtained.  I  believe  there  is  no  United  States  cavalry  in  that  State.  I 
would  uss  'One  regiment  to  gnai-d  the  fords  and  ferries  of  the  Savannah  river 
from  Eahan  gap  to  Petersburg  pontoon  bridge,  for  the  pui-pose  of  arresting 
straggling  parties  of  disbanded  officers  and  soldiers  who  are  going  home  or  to 
the  trans- Mipsissippi  department,  with  arms  in  their  hands  and  without  paroles. 
If  any  of  our  troops  be  at  Augusta,  they  could  do  the  same  thing  from  Peters- 
burg Bonthward,  I  would  recommend  that  Colonel  Kirk  be  directed  to  block- 
ade effectually  all  the  gaps  in  the  Blue  Kidge,  from  Raban  gap  eastward  to 
Swauuanoa  gap,  and  that  he  bo  recalled  to  East  Tennessee  to  prevent  his  men 
from  pillaging  and  committing  excesses  now  that  hostilities  have  ceased.  There 
is  evidently  no  further  necessity  of  General  Tillson's  infantry  remaining  in  the 
mountains.  He  requested  me  to  send  word  whether  there  was  or  no.  I  have 
communicated  directly  with  him,  but  sent  this  by  way  of  Dalton,  which  is  the 
nearest  railroad  point.  The  reason  I  recommend  that  Brown's  and  Miller's 
brigades  be  immediately  recalled  to  East  Tennessee,  is  because  their  officers, 
for  the  most  part,  have  lost  all  control  over  their  men,  A  iai^  number  of  the 
men  and  some  of  the  officers  devote  themselves  exclusively  to  pillaging  and  de- 
stroying property.  General  Brown  appears  to  have  given  them  carte  hlancke  in 
Sottth  Oai-oiina,  and  they  are  now  so  entirely  destitute  of  discipline  that  it  can- 
not be  restored  in  the  field,  and  while  the  command  is  living  on  the  country. 
I  am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 
Colonel,  and  Bvi.  Brig.  General  Com'dg  Division. 
JIajor  B  ASCOM, 

Asst.  AdjL  General,  Headquarters  of  General  f-toneman. 
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Hradquarters  Cav.  Bit.,  Dtst.  East  Tennessee, 
Howell's  Ford,  near  Warsaw,  on  the  ChattahoochEe,  May  12 —  5  p.  m. 

Major  :  After  my  last  despatcli  to  you  from  Athens  via  Aahville,  I  got  re- 
liable information  from  a  scout,  disguised  as  a  confederate  soldier,  who  stated, 
positively,  that  Le  had  travelled  with  him  for  a  day;  that  Davis  was  one  and 
a  half  mile  from  Willis's  ferry,  on  the  Oconee  river,  a  short  distance  ahove  the 
month  of  the  Apalaehee,  moving  westward.  This  was  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  7th  instant.  The  scout  left  him  at  that  point  to  report  to  me  at 
Athens,  and  on  the  way,  eight  miles  northwest  of  where  he  had  left  Davis's 
party  near  Salem,  he  states  that  he  met  General  Bragg,  with  about  a  hundred 
mea,  moat  of  whom  were  without  arms,  and  five  wagons.  He  travelled  with 
Bragg  some  distance  towards  Farlow's  bridge,  over  the  Apalaehee,  and  then  to 
Athena.  A  detachment  of  the  15th  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  sent  in  pursuit,  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  General  Bi-agg below  Concord,  west  of  Monticello,  on  the  night 
ofthe9thinBtant,withhiB  wife,  threeBtaffoffieer3,oneambulance,and  three  wagons. 
There  was  no  specie  in  the  wagons,  but  an  assortment  of  provisions,  horse 
equipments,  papers,  wines,  &c.  The  lieutenant,  in  violation  of  orders,  paroled 
Bragg,  to  report  to  General  Wilson,  at  Macon;  be  stating  that  he  was  not 
trying  to  escape,  but  was  simply  going  to  bis  home  ia  Alabama,  He  had,  how- 
ever, passed  around  a  detachment  of  my  command  at  Madison,  and  had  evaded 
another  detachment  at  Covington,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  whatever,  but  that  he 
was  a  candidate  for  the  trans-Mississippi  department,  and  that  he  had  been  with 
Davis  a  very  short  time  before.  A  detachment  of  the  twelfth  Ohio  cavalry, 
which  I  had  stationed  at  Monroe,  while  pursuing  a  party  which  they  took  to  be 
Davis,  also  captured,  at  Conger's  station,  west  of  the  Yellow  river,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9th  instant,  Major  General  Wheeler,  three  of  his  staff,  and  eleven 
privates,  Wheeler  had  a  forged  parole  on  his  person,  and  tried  to  pass  himself 
off  as  Lieutenant  Sharp,  stating  that  he  had  been  paroled ;  when  sent  to  me  he 
made  a  very  poor  stoiy,  stating  that  he  wanted  to  be  paroled,  and  go  to  his  home 
in  Augusta.  As  I  had  no  doubt,  whatever,  hut  that  he  was  a  trans-Mississippi 
man,  and  had  been  recently  with  Davis,  I  stripped  him  and  his  staff  of  their 
horses  and  side-arms,  and  sent  them  to  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
forces  at  Augusta,  with  a  statement  of  the  facta. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant,  while  searching  for  Davis  near  the  fork 
of  the  Apalaehee  and  Oconee  i-ivers.  Colonel  Betts,  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cav- 
alry, captured  seven  wagons,  hid  in  the  woods,  which  contained  |!188,00l)  in 
coin,  $1,588,000  in  bank  notes,  bonds,  &e.,  of  various  southern  States,  and 
about  $4,000,000  of  confederate  money,  besides  considerable  specie,  plate,  and 
other  valuables  belonging  to  private  citizens  of  Macon.  The  main  portion  of 
the  above  property  comprised  the  assets  of  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad  and 
Banking  Company,  which  had  been  moved  out  of  Macon  at  the  approach  of 
General  Wilson.  The  wagons  also  contained  the  private  baggage,  maps,  and 
official  papers  of  General  Beauregard,  and  the  same  of  General  Pillow.  Nothing 
was  disturbed,  and  I  sent  the  whole  in  by  railroad  to  Augusta,  in  charge  of 
Captain  Patterson,  assistant  adjutant  general,  to  be  delivei'ed  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Ucited  States  forces  to  await  the  action  of  the  government.  Col- 
onel Miller,  whom  I  had  sent  to  Greensboro',  reports  that  Davis  bad  passed 
through  there,  but  it  is  possible  that  he  may  not  have  crossed  the  Oconee  i-iver, 
but  deflected  south  to  cross  it  below  Mill  edge  ville.  Colonel  Stacy,  however, 
who  was  sent  iu  pursuit  fi'Om  Washington,  and  who  marched  by  way  of  Craw- 
fordville  and  Sparta  to  a  point  opposite  MiUedgeville,  reports  that  he  could  find 
no  trace  of  him  in  that  direction.  I  have  had  the  whole  country  thoroughly 
searched  ft'om  Washington  west  to  the  Chattahoochee  river,  and  from  Athens  and 
Lawrencviile  south  to  MiUedgeville,  Monticfelo.  and  McDonough.  My  belief  is 
thatDavishas  notyetcrossed  the  Chattahoochee  river,  butthat  he  is lyingby  until 
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aearcb  shall  liave  ceased.  This  belt,  however,  is  so  thoi-oughlyexhaaated  of  corn 
thatlhave  determined  to  sendBrown'3  and  Miller's  brigades,  under  GeneralBrown, 
to  the  line  of  the  Savannah  river  front  Dooley's  ferry,  near  Lincolntown,  north- 
ward 1^  Knox's  bridge,  on  the  Tugalo,  to  feed  there  as  long  as  practicable  with- 
out starving  the  people,  aad  to  arrest  stray  parties  of  armed  confederates  going 
westwai-d.  These  orders  were  sent  to  General  Bi-own  yesterday,  with  instruc- 
tions as  Boon  as  forage  becomes  scarce  to  move  to  G-reenville,  South  Carolina, 
and  vicinity,  to  await  orders  from  you.  With  the  first  brigade,  which  is  as 
much  as  I  can  feed  on  this  route,  I  Lave  determined  to  march  rapidly  across  the 
belt  exhausted  by  the  campaign  against  Atlanta,  and  place  it  west  of  the  Coosa 
river  for  thepurposeof  guarding  that  line  from  Will's  valley  south  to  Wilaonville,  on 
the  Talladega  and  Salem  railroad.  The  tenth  Michigan,  now  at  JfcDonough, 
has  been  directed  to  cross  the  Chattahoochee  at  Prankltn,  thence  to  march  ain  Tal- 
ladega, to  cross  the  Coosa  at  Clanche's  ferry.  The  fifteenth  Pennsylvania 
cavalry,  now  near  Decatur,  has  been  directed  to  march  via  Atlanta  and  Carap- 
bellton  to  Jacksonville,  and  from  there  to  Aahville  west  of  the  Coosa.  With 
the  twelfth  Ohio  I  shall  start  from  here  to-morrow  morning,  and  march  by  Van 
Wert  and  Cedartown  to  Benaettsville  on  Will's  creek.  Each  of  the  three 
columns  will  carry  along  enough  forage  and  rations  from  the  Chattahoochee 
(the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  from  Atlanta)  to  take  it  across  the  exhanated  belt, 
excepting  the  tenth  Michigan,  which  will  scarcely  find  it  necessary  to  do  ao. 
On  arriving  west  of  the  Coosa  all  intersecting  and  cross-roads  will  be  guarded 
from  Croxville  and  Will's  valley  south  to  Wilaonville,  on  the  Talladega  railroad, 
The  tenth  Michigan  will  communicate  with  United  States  forces  at  Montgomery, 
and  I  request  that  the  line  from  Wilsonville  to  Montgomery  he  guarded  by  them. 
I  have  received  no  orders  from  you  since  the  one  to  foUow  Davis  until  I  believed 
further  search  useless,  and  I  am  acting  upon  that.  The  ahorteat  way  to  com- 
municate with  me  at  Bennettsville  will  be  pi-obably  by  telegraph  to  Huntsville, 
thence  by  courier,  or  if  the  gunboats  are  ninning  on  the  Tennessee  river,  the 
shortest  way  will  be  by  courier  fi-om  Guntersville  to  Bennettsville.  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  communicate  by  that  route  when  I  get  west  of  the  Coosa,  la  regard 
to  the  confederate  specie  I  am  satisfied  that  Davis  has  not  any  considerable 
amount  with  Iiieq.  Major  Millsap,  of  Major  General  boring's  staff,  states  that 
in  the  council  of  war  held  in  General  Johnston's  army,  General  Johnston  called 
on  Secretary  Breckinridge  for  specie  to  pay  his  army,  they  not  having  been 
paid  for  more  than  a  year.  In  presence  of  the  entire  council  Breckinridge  re- 
plied that  the  government  had  not  more  than  sixty  thousand  dollars  actually 
belonging  to  it;  that  forty  thousand  dollars  was  on  hand;  that  twenty  thousand 
dollars  was  or  would  be  transferred  to  the  commissary  department  for  the  pur- 
chase of  provisions.  It  is  estimated  that  the  confederate  government  may  have 
had  in  its  possession  some  33,000,000  dollars  the  property  of  different  southern 
hanks,  including  those  of  New  Orleans,  removed  fi-om  various  points  to  avoid 
capture;  ithaving  been  theoriginalintention  to  return  these  fuudswhen  the  danger 
of  its  falling  into  our  hands  should  have  passed  away.  As  Davis  passed  through 
North  Carolina  the  funds  belonging  to  the  banks  of  that  State  were,  itis  said,  left 
at  Ohariotte,  at  theiastance  of  Governor  Van  ee.  That  belonging  to  South  Carolina 
banks  was  no  doubt  left  at  or  near  Abbeville,  and  that  belonging  to  Georgia  and 
New  Orleans  was  either  left  and  concealed  at  Washington,  or  shipped  by  railroad 
from  that  point.  The  soldiers  and  people  were  impressed  with  the  idea  that  Mr. 
Davis  had  a  very  large  amount  of  government  specie  with  him,  and  they  were  be- 
coming exasperated  that  it  was  not  distributed  inpayment  of  the  troops.  It 
was  probably  as  much  to  appease  this  feeling  as  anything  else  that  prompted 
the  payment  of  specie  to  Dibbrell's  cavalry,  and  at  the  time  these  were  the  only 
troopa  not  formally  sun-endered  or  disbanded.  This  payment  pi-obably  took 
most  of  the  public  funds.  Its  seems  probable  that  little  specie  crossed  the 
Savannah  river,  for  if  Davis  felt  it  necessary  to  have  a  division  of  cavalry  to 
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guard  his  train,  he  would  not  be  apt  to  move  that  train  Tvithout  guard,  when  he 
found  it  impi-aeticable  to  take  hia  cavalry  escort  across  the  Savannah  river.  Gen- 
eral Uragg  states  that  no  specie  came  this  side  of  Washington,  Geoi'gia.  I  also 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Iverson  was  captured  hy  a,  detachment 
of  the  twelfth  Ohio  near  his  home  at  Lawrenceville.  As  I  had  good  reasons  to 
believe  that  he  was  not  a  trans-Mississippi  man,  and  it  heing  difficult  to  take  him 
with  rs,  I  paroled  him,  A.  detachment  of  my  command  which  passed  through 
C'rawfordsville  a  few  days  ago  found  Mr.  Alexander  H.  Stephens  at  hia 
home.  Howell  Cobb  is  at  his  home  in  Athens.  The  people  all  want  peace 
and  provisions,  and  appear  strongly  opposed  to  the  trans-Mississippi  scheme  of 
Davis.  There  is  a  disposition  everywhere  on  the  part  of  the  poor  people  and 
the  poorer  class  of  returned  soldiers  towards  agrarian  riots.  I  have  a  telegram 
of  the  7th  from  Major  General  Wilson  at  Maeon,  stating  that  it  is  q^aite  certain 
that  Dick  Taylor  has  capitulated,  I  had  determined  to  parole  Dibbrell'a 
division,  taking  from  them  their  horses  and  arms,  but  found  that  General  Wilsoa 
had  already  sent  a  parolicg  officer  from  Augusta  to  attend  to  their  case. 
I  am,  major,  yours  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  J.  PALMER, 
Colonel,  atiJ  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
Major  Bascom,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

P.  8. — After  waiting  long  enough  along  the  Coosa  to  catch  Davis  or  become 
convinced   that   further    search    is    useless  by  my  command,  I  would  propose 
to  goto  Hun  tsville,  Alabama,  (if  not  rec[nired  further  in  the  cotton  States,!  as  be- 
ing the  nearest  railroad  point  that  I  could  maieh  to  and  obtain  forage  en  route. 
WILLIAM  J,  PALMER. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division  op  East  Te-mnessise, 

Near  Coxville,  Will's  Valley,  May  17,  1865. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  I  have  the  first  brigade  placed 
along  the  line  of  Wiil's  vaUey  and  the  Coosa  river,  from  Van  Euren,  in  Will's 
valley,  to  Willsonville,  near  the  erossing  of  the  Coosa  hy  the  Talladega  (or 
Montevallo)  railj-oad.  I  shall  move  in  the  morniag  to  Sumpterville,  on 
the  Tennessee  river,  with  one  company  of  the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry 
and  establish  my  headquarters  there  until  I  hear  from  y  wh  h  I  h  pe 
to  do  by  the  gunboats  oa  ariiving  at  that  point.  Ifinlfa  mils 
abundant  along  this  line,  particRlarly  from  Ashville  to  V  n  Bu  han  I 

expected,  and  I  think  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  brigade  na  n  ma  y  d  j  s 

in  its  present  position  without  exhausting  the  country,  wh  ae  uhab  a  s  'w  li 
already  find  great  difficulty  in  getting  food  enough  to  las  h  m  n  I  th  nex 
crop  is  gathered.  I  have  communicated  with  you  from  Athens  2  in  Dalton, 
from  Athens  ■via  Ashville,  from  the  Chattahoochee  via  Dalton,  and  from  Enhar- 
ley  via  Eesaca,  since  I  received  any  despatch  from  your  headquarters.  In 
moving  through  the  country  I  have  found  it  advisable  to  parole  some  five  thou- 
sand rebel  soldiers  who  are  in  the  vicinity  of  their  homes,  many  of  theia  unable 
to  report  at  tlie  paroling  stations  regularly  provided,  or  ignorant  of  where  they 
ehonld  report.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  tliat  if  necessary  an  order  be  issued 
under  the  proper  date  authorizing  me  to  give  these  pai-oles,  so  that  there  may 
be  no  doubt  concerning  their  legitimacy.  Until  I  reached  the  vicinity  of 
Jacksonville  and  Groshen,  Alabama,  I  met  nowhere  in  the  south  any  disposi- 
tion towards  guerilla  warfare.  Most  of  the  soldiers  had  returned  peaceably  to 
their    ploughs ;    at  Jacksonville,  however,  tea  of  Wheeler's  cavalry  captured 
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two  of  my  men  and  stripped  them  of  their  horses  and  arms,  and  enbse- 
quently  captured  Major  G-amer,  of  the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  who  had 
remained  behind  for  a  short  time  with  four  mea  at  Jacksonville,  to  fiaish 
patroling  some  soldiers.  They  threatened  to  kill  the  major,  but  were 
prevented  hy  the  citizens  nntil  the  four  men  came  up,  when  the  rebels  were 
driven  off  with  a  loss  of  several  horses  and  one  man  woaiided.  la  the  dis- 
trict I  have  traversed  since  leaving  Athens,  Georgia,  the  poorer  classes  will 
he  apt  to  suffer  for  provisions  until  the  wheat  crop  is  gathered,  unless  the  rich 
divide' with  them,  which  they  show  but  little  inclination  to  do  anywhere  in  the 
south.  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  that  any  authority  should  be  granted  hy 
military  commanders  for  the  formation  of  armed  police  bodies  for  local  protection 
in  the  south,  as  such  authority  will  in  most  cases,  I  think,  militate  against  the 
poor  whites  and  negroes,  who  are  and  always  have  been  our  friends,  in  favor  of 
the  wealthy,  who  have  always  been  and  still  are  onr  enemies.  No  protection 
should  be  afforded  that  cannot  he  given  by  garrisons  of  onr  troops.  There  is  an 
abundance  of  corn  in  southwestern  Georgia  and  southern  Alabama  to  feed 
these  poor  people  if  the  railroads  were  repaired.  The  new  corn  crop  is  so  promis- 
ing every  where  that  I  think  there  will  he  a  large  surplus  the  coming  year.  All 
the  suffering  for  food  that  will  occur  in  the  south  will  occur  within  the  next  three 
or  four  months.  I  find  on  further  iiiquiry  that  General  Bragg  and  staff  were  not 
released,  but  sent  under  an  escort  of  a  sergeant  and  ten  men  of  the  fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  cavalry  to  report  to  General  Wilson.  Yon  have  no  donbt  before 
this  received  information  of  the  capture  of  Jeff.  Davis,  of  which  I  was  apprised 
day  before  yesterday  by  the  enclosed  despatch  from  Colonel  Trowbridge,  of  the 
tenth  Michigan.  There  was  still  some  doubt  of  the  matter,  but  I  seized  the 
information  as  entirely  reliable,  as  I  have  had  it  confirmed  from  various  sources. 
Davis  appeare  to  have  been  caiptured  at  Ironton,  south  of  Milledgeville,  on  the 
11th  instant,  by  Colonel  Pritehard,  of  the  fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  and  to  have 
passed  through  Atlanta  for  Augusta  on  the  morning  of  the  Itth  instant.  I 
enclose  a  letter  from  General  Wilson,  dated  at  Macon,  on  the  9th,  showing  the 
dispositions  he  had  made  to  aiTest  Davis,  The  proclamation  he  refers  to  I  had 
printed  in  Athens,  and  have  posted  it  in  handbills  everywhere  from  the  Oconee 
to  the  Coosa,  and  from  Altoona  south  to  Talladega.  If  ^avis  is  captured,  the 
only  object  in  the  first  brigade  remaining  along  its  present  line  wonld  \>e  to  arrest 
other  fugitive  parties,  I  sent  a  company  of  the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry 
yesterday  morning  from  Jacksonville  to  Montgomery,  Alabama,  to  communicate 
with  the  commanding  olficer  of  the  forees  at  that  point,  I  have  managed  to  keep 
tolerably  mounted  thas  far,  but  unless  my  animals  are  rested  soon,  I  fear  the 
first  brigade  will  become  rapidly  dismounted.  I  would  therefore  recommend  that 
as  soon  as  it  is  thought  the  brigade  is  no  longer  needed  along  this  line,  it  be 
ordered  to  Hnntsville,  Alabama,  to  recruit.  It  would  probably  be  difficult  to 
march  to  Chattanooga  in  consequenceof  the  scarcity  of  forageon  the  road  leading 
thereto.  General  Brown  with  his  own  and  Milter's  brigade  is  now  posted  along 
the  line  of  the  Savannah  river,  but  was  ordered  to  move  to  Greenville,  South 
Carolina,  and  vicinity,  (under  General  Stoneman's  previous  instructions,)  as  soon 
as  forage  should  become  scarce  along  the  Savannah.  General  Brown  remained 
near  Washington,  Georgia,  with  one  brigade  nntil  the  paroling  of  Dihbreil's  com- 
mand, (Davis's  escort,)  some  3,000  in  number,  was  completed  by  an  officer  sent 
from  General  Wilson  for  that  purpose.     One  brigade  of  Grierson's  cavalry  is  at 


1,  major,  yonrs  respectfully, 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 
Colonel  and  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
Major  Bascom, 

Asit.  Adj.  General,  Headquarters  Dis't  of  East  Tennessee, 
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Heaim-iuartgrs  Cavalrv  Divisiok,  Dist.  of  East  Tennessee, 

Hmtsvilh,  Ala.,  May  24,  1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  appeml  to  the  reports  I  have  hitherto  fur- 
nished of  the  operationB  of  this  cavalry  division,  since  I  assumed  command,  the 
following : 

1st.  The  rebel  cavalry  force  which  started  with  Jefferson  Davis  from  Char- 
lotte, North  Carolina,  to  escort  him  to  the  trans-Mississippi  department,  and 
which  was  intercepted  by  ua  on  the  lino  of  the  Savannah  river,  consisted  of 
Ilibhrell's  division  and  Fei^nsoa's  brigade  of  Wheeler's  corps.  Duke's  brigade, 
and  all  of  Vaughn's  command  that  had  not  previously  deaeited,  and  Butler's 
division  of  Hampton's  corps.  The  last  did  not  attempt  to  crois  the  Savannah 
river,  but  disbanded  in  South  Carolina  near  the  river.  Fergusori's  brigade, 
consisting  chiefly  of  Georgians,  and  numbering  about  one  thousand,  after  crossing 
the  Savannah  was  allowed  to  march  to  Macou,  where  it  surrendered  to  General 
Wilson.  The  remaining  four  brigades,  commanded  by  Dibbrell,  and  numbering 
about  two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  suirendered  at  the  Petersburg  pontoon 
bridge,  on  the  Savannah  river,  on  finding  that  they  were  intercepted — Davis,  at 
that  point,  having  come  ta  the  determinat'on  to  get  away  with  a  few  men. 

2d.  A  large  portion  of  the  rebel  soldiers,  paroled  at  different  posts  in  the 
south  were  without  arms,  some  saying  that  they  had  thrown  them  away,  others  that 
they  had  left  them  with  their  commands  when  given  furloughs,  &«.  It  is  a 
question  worthy  of  consideration  whether  by  proclamations  of  commanding  ofB.cers 
such  arms  should  not  be  ordered  to  be  delivered  up  within  a  certain  limited 
period,  as  I  am  satisfied  that  in  most  cases  these  men  have  their  arms  at  their 
homes. 

3d.  I  desire  to  recommend  for  honorable  mention  and  promotion  the  following 
ofEeers  of  my  command,  to  wit : 

In  thejiftemth  Termsyloania  cavalry. — Lieutenant  Colonel  diaries  M.  Betts, 
commanding  regiment,  for  gallant  conduct  in  charging  and  capturing  a  South 
Carolina  battalion  of  cavalry,  with  its  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Johnson,  in  front  of  Greensboi-o',  on  the  morning  of  April  11,  1865;  also  for 
thoroughly  preserving  the  discipline  of  his  regiment  on  an  active  campaign, 
during  which  the  troops  were  compelled  to  live  exclusively  on  the  country 
Adjutant  Josiah  C.  Eeiff,  for  gallantry  in  the  above-mentioned  charge  in  front 
of  Greensboro',  in  which  he  wounded  with  the  sabre  and  captured  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Johnson,  commanding  battalion  of  sisth  South  Carolina  cavalry ;  also 
for  skill  ani'  success  throughout  the  campaign  in  getting  acquainted  with  and  in 
clearly  reporting  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Major  William  Wagaev,  for 
skill  and  good  conduct  in  having  with  his  battalion  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men  destroyed  the  Virginia  railroad  from  thirty  miles  east  of  Chiistiansburg  to 
within  three  miles  of  Lynchburg,  and  thence  succeediu*  in  withdrawing  his 
command,  in  the  face  of  a  superior  force  with  the  loss  of  but  one  man,  aad  in 
joining  his  regiment  at  Statesville,  North  Carolina.  Major  A.  B.  Garner,  for 
gallantry  and  skill  in  having,  with  his  battalion  of  one  hundred  n 
the  railroad  bridge  over  Eeedy  fork,  between  Danville  aad  Greensboro',  t 
morning  of  the  11th  April,  evading  superior  forces  of  the  enemy.  Captam 
Adam  Kramer,  for  skill  and  gallantry  in  having  destroyed  the  important  railroad 
bridgeoverDeepriver,betweenGreenaboro'audSa]isbary,on  the  morning  of  April 
11th;  also  for  destroying  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  and 
railroad  trains,  with  their  contents,  first  defeating  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy. 
Sergeant  Selden  L.  Wilson,  for  skill  and  gallantry  in  having  with  ten  men 
destroyed  the  railroad  bridge  over  South  Buffalo  creek,  within  a  few  miles  south 
of  Greensboro',  driving  off  the  guard. 

In,  the  tvielfih  Ohio  cavalry.— TAtntaua^nt  Colonel  Bentley,  for  meritorious 
conduct  and  gallantry  throughout  the  campaign  for  keeping  his  regiment  at  all 
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times  efficient  and  under  good  discipline.  I  earnestly  recommend  Ins  promotion. 
He  is  entirely  competent  to  command  a  brigade.  Major  Moderwell,  for  gallantry 
and  skill  in  baring  with  his  battalion  of  two  hundred  and  fitty  men  desti'oyed  the 
large  covevedrajh-oad  bridge,  one  thousand  onehundred  and  twenty -seven  feetlong, 
oier  the  Catawba  river,  south  of  Charlotte,  passing  around  a  cavalry  force  sent 
out  to  delay  him,  and  captnring  the  garrison  of  sisty  men  at  the  bridge,  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery ;  also  for  successfally  withdrawing  his  command  in  the 
face  of  a  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  under  General  Fei^uson,  which  reached  the 
bridge  from  Charlotte  before  Major  Moderwell  left  it,  bat  too  late  to  save  any 
part  of  it.  Captain  Hunter,  for  spirit  and  efficiency  as  an  officei  shovin 
throughout  the  campaign. 

In,  the  tenth  Michigan  cavalry. — Colonel  L.  8.  Trowbridge,  for  skill  and 
gallantry  in  resisting  the  attack  of  Ferguson's  brigade  upon  his  regimrnt  near 
Lexington,  North  Carolina,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  Apiil,  inilicting  a 
loss  of  sixty  in  killed  and  woanded  upon  the  enemy,  his  own  loss  being  tima! 
The  gallant  resistance  thus  made  protected  and  covered  the  detachments  of  my 
brigade  which  were  destroying  the  railroad  at  High  Point,  Deep  river,  and 
elsewhere;  also  for  eiEciency  as  a  commanding  officer  in  steadily  improving  the 
discipline  of  his  regiment  from  the  time  of  its  entering  North  Carolitta.  Major 
Standish,  for  gallantry  on  the  occasion  of  the  attack  of  Ferguson's  brigade  neat 
Lexington,  Korth  Carolina,  and  for   general  efficiency  as   an  officer  shown 

throughout  the  campaign.     Captain ,  for  skill  and  gallantry 

in  having  with  hia  squadron,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  April,  captured 
the  post  of  High  Point,  on  the  railroad  between  Greensboro'  and  Salisbury, 
destroying  the  track,  telegraph,  and  a  large  quantity  of  supplies  aiid  railroad 
trains  loaded  with  quartermaster  stores. 

I  also  acknowledge  iny  indebtedness  for  faithful  and  efficient  service,  through- 
out the  campaign,  to  all  the  officers  of  my  staff,  but  especially  to  Captain  Henry 
McAllester,  acting  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  to  Lieutenant  Charles  S. 
Hinchman,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  the  last  for  activity  and  success  in 
keeping  hia  biigade  at  all  times  well  supplied  with  rations  from  the  country  in 
the  autliorized  manner,  thus  preventing  to  a  great  extent  irregular  foraging. 
I  am,  major,  yours  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  J.  PALMEE, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  Commanding  Division. 

Major  Bascom, 

Asst.  Adjt.  General,  Headquart&s  IHsl.  of  East  Tennessee. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  official  report,  (June  1,  1865,)  my  command  has 
gradually  been  reduced  to  a  very  small  force,  barely  sufficient  to  guard  the 
public  property  left  to  its  care.  In  June,  1865,  the  4th  army  corps,  concentrated 
about  Nashville,  was,  by  direction  of  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  sent  to  New 
Orleans  to  report  to  Major  General  Sberidan.  The  14th  and  20th  army  corps, 
formerly  of  my  command,  but  which  had  been  detached  to  form  part  of  the 
column  which  marched  with  General  Sherman  from  Atlanta,  were  at  Louisville 
prepai'ing  for  muster  out  of  service,  when  the  4th  corps  was  sent  to  New  Orleans, 
when  mustered  out  the  14th  and  20th  corps  showed  a  strength  of  fifty-seven 
thousand  five  hundred  and  four  (57,504)  commissioned  officers  and  enlisted  men. 
The  cavalry  command  has  been  similarly  disposed  of. 

On  the  20th  June,  1865,  I  assumed  comtoand  of  the  military  division  of  the 
Tennessee,  comprising  the  department  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, and  Florida;  subsequently  Florida  was  taken  oat  and  Mississippi  added. 
The  work  of  reducing  the  millitary  establishments  within  my  command  wae 
vigorously  earned  out,  so  that  by  the  Ist  of  February,  1866,  the  effective  force 
in  the  five  States  embraced  in  my  command  amounted  to  bat  twenty  thousand 
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